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Ha nara kemm
tithem: dak merill

ragel jew mara? 2;,

Le, dak ghasfur! ('\

Ghandi merill!

Le, mhux §o gagda, u ajma ma
tarawx! Dan huwa merill li minn
xi gimghat ilu tfacca fl-inhawi fejn
nghix u kuljum ged jintefa’ fuq il-bjut
tad-djar jghanni.

U mhuwiex wahdu, ghax dil-
gimgha rajt ukoll merill mara fuq
il-bejt tad-dar ta’ faccata, u Ibierah
stess rajt merill ragel jigri wara merill
iehor, aktarx biex ikeccih.

Jien ktibt li “ghandi” merill sintendi
mhux ghax vera huwa tieghi.

Ghedt hekk ghax jien u nikteb dan
I-editorjal ged nisimghu jghanni
proprju fuq il-bejt tad-dar tieghi.

Xi gmiel! [I-merill maghruf ghall-
ghanja sabiha tieghu. Fil-fatt dari

Jekk tkunu
b’xortikom, forsi
nigi naghmel
kuncert fuq
il-bejt taghkom.
Biljetti b’xejn.

Ritratt ta’ lan Balzan

kienu jingabdu hafna merilli (jew
jinsterqulhom il-frieh mill-bejta) biex
imsieken jitrabbew magfulin f'gagga
halli jogoghdu jghannu. Trid tkun
vera egoist biex taghmel hekk.

B’xorti tajba fI-1970 il-merill
inhatar I-ghasfur nazzjonali ta’ Malta
u bis-sahha t’hekk gie protett bil-ligi.
Minn dak iz-zmien, id-drawwa kerha
li jagbduh bdiet tingata’ u llum kwazi
spi¢¢at ghal kollox.

ll-merill issa jista’ jimrah fejn irid
ghax ftit ha jfixkluh nies. U mid-
dehra xi merilli ged jibdew jersqu
lejn |-abitat tal-bniedem. Qed ikollna
rapporti ta’ merilli mir-Rabat, mill-
Mosta, minn Hal Gharghur, minn
H’Attard, Haz-Zebbug, mill-Belt u
diversi bliet u rhula ohrajn.

Intom smaijtu jew rajtu xi merill
fl-inhawi fejn tghixu intom? Jekk
iva, iktbu ghidulna. Forsi hadtulu
ritratt ukoll? Ibaghtuhuli ha ngibuh
fil-magazin.

U issa ha nhallikom halli nitla’ fuq
il-bejt forsi nara lil siehbi I-merill u
nohodlu ritratt.

O
\ —
Victor Falzon
L-Editur

Seger tal-Hannieqa

Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo

Is-seqer tal-hannieqa huwa wiehed mill-iktar ghasafar tal-priza
komuni li naraw f’Malta. Ma jghixx Malta imma narawh fi zmien
il-passa, specjalment fil-harifa meta jkunu ged itiru mill-Ewropa
biex jghaddu x-xitwa fl-Afrika. Spiss naraw xi wiehed jahtaf
mazzarell mill-ajru u jogghod jieklu wagt i jtir!

Merill fl-ambjent naturali
tieghu: blat u rdumijiet.
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Das-sajf fir-riserva
naturali tas-Salina, par
monakell (little ringed
plover) bejtu u biedu erba’
bajdiet. Minnhom faqgsu
erba’flieles helwin gishom
blalen tas-suf bis-saqgajn.

lI-genituri taghhom
indukrawhom u ghamlu
gimghat jigru maghhom
biex ibieghduhom mill-
periklu u biex filghaxija
jdahhluhom jorgdu taht
gwinhajhom. L-erba’ frieh
kibru u tghallmu jtiru.

Dan kien rekord gdid
fl-istorja  tal-ghasafar
f’Malta. Ghaliex?

ll-monakella ilha 30
sena tbejjet Db’sucéess
fir-riserva naturali tal-
Ghadira, imma mkien iktar
f’Malta. Din kienet I-ewwel
darba li I-monakella nafu
li bejtet b’success f’post li
mhux |-Ghadira.

Din is-sena kienet sena ohra ta’
success ghall-fkieren tal-bahar.
Kellna b’kollox sitt bejtiet, tnejn
Malta u erbgha Ghawdex. lt-total ta’ bajd li
faqqgas kien 319. Ghalkemm ingas mill-406
li faggsu s-sena |-ohra, dan xorta numru
spettakolari. Meta tgis kemm hi zghira Malta
u kif inhi ffullata bin-nies, bid-dwal, bl-istorbju
u bl-izvilupp, anke li tfaggas fkejruna wahda

ghandna nqgisuh miraklu!

lI-BirdLife trid
tkun biex tohloq
l-ambjent u
s-sigurta xierqa
biex ahna
I-ghasafar insibu
fejn inbejtu bla

nue| uoud

II-BirdLife ghadna kemm irbahna
Environment Stewardship Award.

Dan il-premju, moghti mill-ERA, hadnieh
ghax-xoghol li ghamilna fir-riserva naturali
tas-Salina. Kien hemm roggha art mitluga
mimlija skart u terrapien. Wara hafna
studju, u b’hafna galbu, bdilna I-post
f’genna tal-art zghira b’ghadajjar, kanali

u ruxxmata arbuxelli godda. L-ghasafar
indunaw bil-bidla u bdew izuru regolari,

u I-bufula tal-qasab beijtet fil-pront. Mhux
ta’ b’xejn imbissmin Mark Gauci, Mark
Sultana u Manuel Mallia fir-ritratt!
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Servizz ta
grooming

b’xejn! | !

Kull fejn hemm il-hajja, se ssib Hafna drabi meta tara ritratti
annimali li jingdew b’annimali ta’ bufli, bagar jew bhejjem
ohrajn. Dawn nghidulhom ohrajn kbar fl-Afrika, tarahom
parassiti. Fost parassiti li jinqdew bl-oxpeckers fug daharhom,
b’annimali kbar insibu qurdien ghonghom, rashom, ec¢. Xi
(ticks), brieghed (fleas), xi dubbien, drabi jidhlulhom anke jfittxu go
ecc. Dawn il-parassiti jixorbu widnejhom halli jsibu I-parassiti i
d-demm tal-annimal li jghixu fuqu jinhbew fit-tidwir tal-gilda.
u b’hekk jiehdu n-nutrijenti kollha li U b’hekk kulhadd jiehu xi haga:
ghandhom bzonn... bla ma jaghtu [-oxpecker ghandu sors ta’ ikel
xejn lura, hlief xi marda! facli, u I-bhejjem il-kbar ghandhom

servizz ta’ “grooming” effi¢jenti u
Anke I-pets...

b’xejn. Kull qalb trid ohra!
Minhabba li huma zghar, il-

parassiti kapaci jinhbew galb
is-suf tal-annimali, tant li I-annimal
bilkemm jinduna bihom. Anke
I-klieb u I-gtates li nrabbu fid-dar
taghna jduru ghalihom parassiti
bhal brieghed. Dawn sintendi
niehdu hsiebhom bi sprejs u
medicina biex innehhulhom il-
parassiti. Inkella jistghu jimirdulna.

Hafna annimali li jghixu fis-
'savanna tal-Afrika — bhall-bufli,
ippopotami, rinoceronti, antilopi,
zebri u giraffi — ikollhom parassiti

fug gisimhom. Dawn il-bhejjem
ma tantx ikunu jistghu jehilsu
mill-parassiti ghax m’ghandhomx
swaba’ bhal taghna biex
jagbduhom u jnehhuhom.

U sintendi langas m’ghandhom
sidien li jiehdu hsieb inenhulhom
il-parassiti.

Imma ghandhom habib
iehor li jaghtihom das-servizz:
l-oxpecker, ghasfur dags sturnell!

L-oxpecker huwa ghasfur
2endemiku ghall-Afrika (minn taht
is-Sahara 'l isfel). Hemm zewg
speci: ir-red-billed oxpecker u
I-yellow-billed oxpecker.

L-oxpeckers huma kaccaturi
eccellenti tal-parassiti. L-ikel
favorit taghhom huwa
proprju I-qurdien, u
ghalhekk issibhom kull
fejn ikun hemm annimali i
jkollhom il-qurdien.

'savanna. Wesghat kbar miksijin bil-haxix, b’xi sigar 'l
hawn u’l hemm.
2endemiku. Jinsab hemm u mkien iktar

red-billed
oxpecker

Bil-Malti m’ghandkomx
isem ghalina I-oxpeckers,
imma bis-Swahili jghidulna
askari wa kifaru, |i tfisser
“l-ghassies tar-rinoceronti”.
Min jaf ghaliex tghid!
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L-Ghasafar KOLLHA ta’ Malta

F’Malta g’issa dehru 408 speéi ta’ ghasafar. Xi spe¢i huma komuni, ohrajn rari, uhud izuruna ftit granet fis-
sena, ohrajn jghixu maghna s-sena kollha. F’dis-sensiela ged ingibu 1-lista kollha: dawn huma numri 211 sa 220.

Isem Malti
Bulebbiet
Isem Ingliz

Eurasian Wryneck
Isem xjentifiku
Jynx torquilla

Isem Malti
Daqquqa tat-Toppu
Isem Ingliz

Common Hoopoe
Isem xjentifiku
Upupa epops

Isem Malti
Spanjulett Sekond
Isem Ingliz

Lesser Kestrel
Isem xjentifiku
Falco naumanni

Isem Malti
Qerd in-Nahal Ahdar
Isem Ingliz

Blue-cheeked Bee-eater
Isem xjentifiku

Merops persicus

Isem Malti Isem Malti

Qerd in-Nahal Spanjulett
Isem Ingliz Isem Ingliz
European Bee-eater <18 Common Kestrel

Isem xjentifiku
Merops apiaster

Isem xjentifiku
Falco tinnunculus

Isem Malti Isem Malti

Farrug Spanjulett Amerikan
Isem Ingliz Isem Ingliz

European Roller _R19 | American Kestrel
Isem xjentifiku Isem xjentifiku
Coracias garrulus Falco sparverius

Isem Malti I.sem Malti
Ghasfur ta' San Martin Zumbrell
Isem Ingliz 290 Isem Ingliz

Red-footed Falcon
Isem xjentifiku
Falco vespertinus

Common Kingfisher
Ty Isem xjentifiku
d Alcedo atthis

Lista approvata minn BirdLife Malta. Ghalkemm xi spe¢i maghrufin b’iktar minn isem wiehed, dawn huma I-ismijiet uffi¢jali
bil-Malti li tuza BirdLife Malta. L-ismijiet bl-Ingliz u xjentifi¢i huma dawk li tuza BirdLife International (www.birdlife.org)

ghasafar

P> Wara snin ta’ sforzi minn
>zl Jhaqdiet ambjentali, il-

Gvern tar-Renju  Unit
gabel li jinqata’ l-uzu ta’ ¢comb fl-
iskratac tal-kacca fl-Ingilterra, I-Iskozja
u Wales. I¢-comb huwa metall velenuz,
u huwa stmat li fir-Renju Unit 100,000
tajra tal-ilma kull sena tmut ivvelenata
bi¢c-comb li jaga’ fl-ilma tax-xmajjar u
I-ghadajjar. Tghid Malta tasal xi darba?

Ghall-ewwel  darba  fl-

istorja, il-produzzjoni

dinjija ta’ energija minn

sorsi rinovabbli (rih, xemx,
xmajjar, e¢c.) qabzet il-produzzjoni ta’
enerdija minn faham u zejt. Minkejja
[-manija tal-president Amerikan biex
ikomplu jifgghuna bil-hruq tal-faham,
il-pass lejn enerdija nadifa baga’
ghadde;.

HI Erbghin sena ilu hafna
pajjizi waqgfu jistadu ghall-
BTN |\ .jcni, imma Ilzlanda
baqghet tagbadhom. Perd hafna nies
m’ghadhomx jieklu laham tal-balieni,
ghalhekk is-sajjieda mhux isibu lil min
ibighuh. Fil-fatt is-sena I-ohra I-1zlanda
wagfu jistadu ghall-fin whales. Dis-
sena ha jaghmlu l-istess. J’Alla s-suq
ghall-balieni jisfaxxa ghal kollox.

9
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<UERA

Environment & Resources
Authority

Have you ever heard of Special Protection Areas?
Irdumijiet ta’ Malta:
Spgcial I?rotecltion_Are.as are areas designated under Fhe European |x_xaqq a sa Wied MO(]bOl
Union Birds Directive in order to protect vulnerable bird species as
well as migratory birds. This means that activities that could harm the This protected coastal area is a significant SPA due to its steep
birds or their habitats may be restricted or controlled to make sure the liffs and boulder screes, which provide important nesting

birds and their habitats remain safe. sites for seabirds.

The four sites below are examples of areas within Malta and Gozo
which have been given this designation by the Environment and
Resources Authority (ERA).

Is-Simar

Located in Xemxija, Simar is known for being a wetland habitat that
serves as a safe home to both local birds and those that stop to rest
during their long migrations.

tal-Ghadira

Located in Mellieha, this area
supports a wide variety of habitats,
such as; a saltmarsh, a brackish wetland, sand dunes, garrigue,
steppe, a small valley, and agricultural land.

After a period of neglect, a restoration project in 1992 transformed
the area into a thriving habitat with new trees, restored pools and
canals, ensuring its continued importance for birdlife.

The wetland area is a crucial breeding ground for a number of
bird species and serves as a crucial stopover for migratory hirds.

< el:< 1}" l“—w,
p -\._ 5 ! !.' : ?. %5

Filfla u I-Gzejjer ta’ Madwarha

This set of offshore rocky islands are found off the southwestern coast of Malta.

Because of their isolation, Filfla is an ideal breeding site for several seabird species,
including the European Storm-Petrel and Yelkouan Shearwater.

- .p_;.
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Nothmg t

Just a ﬁilﬁ of peb

Ah but look closely . . .

Are you sure those are ebbles
Well ... did you see it?

It’s right there, and it’s not‘a ’_._pebble.
It’s a master of camouflage.™

Yup, it’s a cute little cuttlefish (sicca)
sitting quietly on the white pebble,
and looking just like a pebble herself.

e

Photo taken |}1fy shallo
Mark-Anthony Falzon at

So many things we buy nowadays come packed in plastic straps, like the ones in the pictures (these
were wrapped around a stack of paper bags). When we throw them away, they sometimes end up
by mistake in the countryside, or in the sea. Curious animals pick them up and get their head, their
neck or their body tangled in the loops. When this happens the animals almost always die. So make
it a habit: before throwing plastic loops in the recycling bin, take a pair of scissors and cut

them up first. That way they won’t become a trap for wildlife.
\_ Wy,
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Wwkka tax-*gthi'

SHort-eared Owl Adio flanmmens

NAWS

Poster II-H“ttafa
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Little Ringed Plover

THREATENED

FLASMOBRANCHS IN MALTA
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MALTA NATIONAL

AQUARIUM

Bull Ray - Aetomylaeus bovinus

A breathtaking visitor to our waters, with electric-blue stripes as unique as your own
fingerprints! But here in the Maltese Islands, these ocean treasures have had almost no
protection. Overfishing, habitat loss, and human disturbance are pushing them
towards extinction.

Shortfin Mako - surus oxyrinchus

One of the fastest sharks in the seaq, it lives in the Mediterranean and many other
oceans. But scientists say its numbers have fallen by more than 80% in the last 75
years mainly because of fishing! Makos are often caught by accident in nets and long
lines meant for other fish, and some are hunted for their meat and fins. Because they

grow slowly and have very few babies, their population struggles to recover. . Gallozz Iswed
Mila Voronova 9

victor.falzon@birdlifemalta.org

Blue Shark - Prionace glauca o A
¥ " f.-f',‘ " #
A sleek, open-sea shark found across the Mediterranean and many other ogﬁni;' Eﬁ

It swims from the surface to about 1000 meters, often migrating long distances™ == e
between warmer and cooler waters. It feed on fish, squid, and occc:sioncrll_:gi_rd},._.jn'im";jﬁ o -
Mediterranean, numbers are decreasing due to overfishing and bycatch in longlineand =~ = =
drift fisheries. Despite having many pups, the fishing rate is so high that pepulations

cannot recover.

¢

s, Maltese Skate - Leucoraja melitensis
é?"'&j: > A rare skate found in the Mediterranean, including Maltese waters. It has a flat,

S

diamond-shaped body and swims using its pectoral fins in a wavy motion, often
4 resting on sandy or muddy sea floors. Its habitat overlaps with bottom trawlers
T e 4 and net fisheries, which damage the seabed and catch the skate accidentally
. (bycatch), making this its major threat. As a result, its numbers have declined

sharply, and its range has become much smaller. Still not a member of Klabb Huttaf?!
The Medit is full of ext di t f dy sharks t teri ddl f Would you like to help BirdLife Malta : Wgu:g ygu :Itz :g l;‘zi:eths elub?
1e Mediterranean is full of extraordinary creatures, from speedy sharks to mysterious rays and clever ree . Py o uld you li w7
fish. Sadly, many of them are facing serious threats, mostly because of human actions like overfishing, protect birds and nature? Fgt ) @® Would you like your family to join? E.I."‘- Er
pollution, and habitat loss. But the good news is that every small change we make can help them! et : a ._Er[
You can use this QR code to make ey You ca:I Usﬁ ﬂt\]ls (?r?] Colge } s
it . i i ; . to do all this. Thanks.
We are one of their biggest threats... but we can also be their greatest hope. an online donation. Thanks! oL [=] A

GIVE THEM SPACE AND RESPECT THEIR HOMES;

P————y——— Y
SUPPORT STRONGER FISHING REGULATIONS AND CHOOSE SUSTAINABLY CAUGHT SEAFOOD; iInl Days‘.@l U bjD
BE THEIR VOICE, SPEAK UP FOR THEIR PROTECTION. « . 28 L dal s

At the Malta National Aquarium, you can learn more about how to protect them. By learning, caring, safeguarding them,
and taking action together, we also protect the balance and health of our oceans for generations to come.

“all conservation status opply for the Mediterranean sea . 9 4 $ -:,T' i 5 adventures fOI‘ you and yOLII‘
' - ), family. Check out our website

. DAl N NI for our next exciting
WWW.AQUARIUM.COM.MT .; hi A Yara/ave b activity!
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(] () Qabel intelqu, iz-zewg kuccardiet itteggjajniehom b’apparat GPS halli nkunu nistghu nsegwu x’ikunu ged jaghmlu
Sp e dlz ZJ O u fejn imorru. Dawn l-immagni juru proprju x’naraw fuq il-kompjuter.

“Fit-23 Lulju 025 grupp

nies minn BirdLife Malta, Dan ir-ritratt mis-satellita juri r-rotta (il-linja

. .. . ; Ll e ! . L ) - i1 i ; ) s-safra) li hadet wahda mill-kuééard li kellha
tlajna Sqallija. Ma, tigjniex ghal 2 By b i A - il R ; bih T l-apparat GPS. Dawk il-hafna “nokkli” juru
vaganza, imma tlajna ghax g N P : b AR N (e fejn il-kuééarda bdiet tissaqqar (soaring)
kellna maghna tliet “passiggieri” : oy ' ' < e 5% biex mill-baxx titla’ fl-gholi.
importanti.

. . g D . Dawn ukoll ritratti mis-satellita imma
Dawn kienu zewg kuccardiet

I-kompjuter dawwarhom biex jidhru 3D.

(Buropean honey-buzzard) u = PUE e o0y - NN Y bkl I B Y B s B Minhabba li 3D, nistghu naraw kemm kienet
zumbrell (red-footed falcon), u J2 L e, gholja mill-art il-kuééarda wagqt li gieghda

kienu fi trigthom lejn il-helsien. . AT & ! 3 = S oy i 9o W
Dawn it-tliet ghasafar kienu O g e : = = ndliay A ' Cool hux?! &
sparaw fughom kacé¢éaturi g

s-sena l-ohra u kienu wagghu
feruti fl-art, wahda minnhom
fil-gonna tas-Seminarju fir-
Rabat. Hemmhekk sabuhom nies
twajba, li malajr ¢emplu 1ill-
BirdLife u morna nigbruhom halli
nikkurawhom u forsi nfejguhom.

Wara hafna xhur ta’ kura, it-
tliet ghasafar fiequ mill-griehi u
regghu hadu sahhithom. Wasal
iz-zmien li jergghu jintelqu fis-
selvagg. Imma bzajna li jekk
nitilquhom Malta, jergghu
Jjisparawlhom il-kac¢c¢aturi.

Ghalhekk gibna permess
mill-ERA biex insifruhom lejn
Sqallija, u permess mill-ISPRA (fl-
Italja) biex nitilqguhom fil-Parco
dell’Etna, park naturali madwar
il-vulkan famuz.

Bl-ghajnuna tal-LIPU (il-
BirdLife fl-Ttalja) u tan-nies
1li jiehdu hsieb il-park, tlagna
dawn it-tliet tajriet fil-park u
awgurajnielhom hajja twila.”

T R T
@zpparat GPS |

Grazzi lil Antonia Micallef u Nik Barbara tat-taghrif
u r-ritratti, lil Nick Galea tal-computer images, u lil
Francesco DalColle u t-tim tieghu li hadu hsieb
il-kura u |-fejgan ta’ dawn |-ghasafar.




Y oo-DGbT!

Gheziez tfal (2]

Kif intom? Nispera 11 tajbin! Bdiet tgattar ix-xita! X'gost @ Jvien it- -temp
Xitwi vera ]oghgobm ghax niehu gost nogghod nitgeddes ma’ shabi.
Imma tafu minn fejn tigi x-xita? Jien dejjem affaxinatni. Ghax
qisha tigi minn imkien. Bhall-magija hux. Filli bnazzi u filli jibda
jingabafr' is-shab u tibda tqattar. Vera niehu gost inhossha fuq ir-rix
u cert 1i intom ukoll (ovvjament naf 1i ma ghandkRomx rix, imma fuq
il-gilda taghkom @).
Wara Sajf Riefer ix-xita terga’ taghti 1-hajja lin-natura ta’
| madwarna. Niehu gost nogghod nara l-haxix li jibdel Ruluru minn
Rannella ghal dakl-ahdar sabih. U r-rihata’ wara x-xita vera toghgobni.
Qisha x-xita tibdel dak kollu li tmiss. Taghmlu ahjar, isbah u taghti
1-hajja.
| Sfortunatament minhabba t-tibdil fit-temperaturi u t-tniggis
ix-xita f’Malta gieghda ssir aktar rari jew meta taghmel, tag’hmel
hafna f'daqqa. Ir-riskju huwa doppju. Jew li Malta bil-mod il- 'mod
tibda tinbidel f'dezert jew inkella billi taghmel hafna xita £ daqqa din
tikRkawza aktar hsara milli gid.
> Ghalhekk jeRR irridu nkomplu ngawdu
- 0 x-xita, irridu niehdu hsieb aktar 1-ambjent
ta’ madwarna. Ftakru li n-natura, bhax-xita
hija ¢iklu :u Rollox jaffettwa kollox.

~
\

Petitu

(1-ghasfur tal-bejt)

BOV

Bank of Valletta

Issued by Bank of Valletta p.l.c., 58, Trig San Zakkarija, lI-Belt Valletta VLT 1130.

Bank of Valletta p.l.c. is a public limited company regulated by the MFSA and is licensed to carry out the business of
banking in terms of the Banking Act (Cap. 371 of the Laws of Malta).
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Bhal friefet il-lejl ohrajn, il-vespertin jorqod
V binhar u johrog ma’ nzul ix-xemx ifittex I-ikel.

e s\

F’xi kotba ha ssib il-vespertin
bhala farfett il-lejl widnet il-
gurdien jew anke farfett il-lejl
tal-ghabex widnet il-gurdien.
Ahna nhossu li dawn l-ismijiet twal
wisq, u dal-povru annimal kien
jixraglu isem qgasir u prattiku...
perezempju vespertin!

iLVesSpertin

ll-vespertin huwa

wiehed mill-friefet

il-lejl ta’ pajjizna. Bl-Ingliz
jismu Maghrebian bat u l-isem
xjentifiku tieghu huwa Myotis
punicus.

li-friefet il-lejl huma I-uni¢i mammiferi fid-
dinja li jtiru fil-veru sens tal-kelma. Annimali
bhal sugar gliders u flying squirrels ma jtirux
imma jigglajdjaw.

ll-vespertin ghandu wingspan ta’ xi 35¢m.
Huwa wiehed mill-ikbar friefet il-lejl ta’ pajjizna.

ll-vespertin jorqod f’gherien, xeltrijiet, kantini,
katakombi u bini qadim, basta jkunu mudlama
u bla tfixkil. Postijiet bhal dawn ghandhom
jinghataw protezzjoni shiha, ghax minghajrhom
il-vespertin jista’ jghib ghal kollox minn Malta.

F’Malta ghad m’hawnx qbil fuq kemm
ghandna speci ta’ friefet il-lejl: hawn min jghid
seba’ spec¢i, hawn min jghid 11 u hawn min
jghid anke 15-il spe¢i. Sa ftit snin ilu, anke
I-vespertin stess kienu jahsbuh spe¢i ohra.
Hemm bzonn ta’ iktar studju.

ll-vespertini jkollhom ferh wiehed biss fis-sena.
Minhabba fhekk il-popolazzjoni taghhom
iddum biex tirkupra jekk b’xi vandalizmu jew
zvilupp tintilef parti minnha.

ll-vespertin imhares bil-ligi.
Hadd ma jista’ jfixklu,
jagbdu jew joqtlu.

li-friefet il-lejl ta’ Malta huma kollha insettivori,
jigifieri jieklu biss insetti. L-ikel tal-vespertin
jikkonsisti f’'nemus, bahrijiet u insetti ohrajn
li jtiru bil-lejl. Dawn jagbadhom bit-tattika tal- Dan wiehed mis-siti fejn jistkenn il-
echolocation, li bih juza iktar widnejh milli  vespertin. Minkejja li protett, dan I-ghar
ghajnejh. II-vespertin mhuwiex ta’ periklu imiss ma’ barriera! ld-dwal, I-istorbju u

) t-trabijiet huma theddid ghall-ghar u
ghall-bniedem. I-friefet il-lejl li jistkennu fih.

uozled ea11s3d
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L-Ghar tal-lburdan
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ll-gurlin geddumu rqiq (slender-billed curlew) ghadu
kemm gie ddikjarat estint, jigifieri ngered ghal kollox
mid-dinja. Dari kien komuni, u anke f'"Malta kien jidher
regolarment. Imma mbaghad beda skarsa, sar rarissmu u
minn Xxi 50 sena | hawn ma deher imkien iktar'. Ghalhekk ix-
xjenzati issa gablu li din |-ispeci ngerdet mid-dinja.

Meta nitkellmu fug ghasafar estinti nahsbu fid-dodo. Imma
barra d-dodo hemm mijiet ta’ speci ohrajn ta’ ghasafar |i
wkoll ghebu mid-dinja — hafna minnhom minhabba fina
I-bnedmin. U bit-telfa tal-gurlin geddumu rqgiq, id-dinja issa
saret ftit iktar fgira.

" L-ahhar li deher Malta I-gurlin
geddumu rqiq kien fl-1977
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