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—> BACKGROUND

Salina Nature Reserve is one of Malta’s largest
wetland areas, featuring salt pans, a restored
lagoon, and surrounding vegetation. It
provides a vital habitat for various bird
species and other wildlife. Once used for
salt production, the site has been since
transformed into a thriving ecosystem
supporting diverse biodiversity.

, Key ecological features include
migratory and resident bird species
such as Greater Flamingos, Black-
winged Stilts, and Audouin’s

¥ various waders, herons, and gulls.

Native plant species like Tamarisk
and Salicornia spp. flourish in the
35.5641°N saline environment, playing a role in

. . stabilizing the ecosystem. The presence
Site Size: 13 ha of fish, among%t which ti,le Mediterfanean
AreaRestored: Killifish and the European Eel, and invertebrates
1.2ha supports the wetland’s food web.

" Coordinates:
14.2514° E

Salina is ecologically significant as a key stopover site
for migratory birds traveling between Europe and Africa.
Restoration efforts by BirdLife Malta, funded by DIMFE, have
revitalized the brackish wetland with improved water quality, habitat conditions,
and visitor access, ensuring long-term conservation.

'This wetland plays a crucial role in Malta’s biodiversity and serves as an educational
site, promoting wetland conservation and sustainable environmental practices.

/ ~ Wetland Type

@ Brackishwater

Protection Status:

- Nature 2000: a
Special Protection
Area (SPA) and a
Special Area of
Conservation
(SAQ)

- Bird Sanctuary
(local designation)
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—> BEFORE RESTORATION

—> THREATS AND PRESSURES

1. Pollution & illegal dumping — unauthorized disposal of waste, including
construction debris and general litter. This polluted the water and soil, and

also disrupted natural habitats by completely covering the wet areas.

3. Vandalism — Acts of vandalism, particularly targeting trees and other
vegetation, damaged the habitat and slowed ecological recovery efforts.
Such destruction impacted the overall biodiversity and stability of the

ecosystem.
4,

wetland wildlife.
- OBJECTIVES

*  Restore the natural habitat in Salina, providing a haven for various

species of flora and fauna.

*  Bring back breeding avifauna species like the Reed Warbler which over
the years have been lost to a combination of disturbance and habitat

degradation.

¢ Expand the wetland habitat footprint across the Maltese Islands.

Poaching — Illegal hunting of birds threatened the site’s role as a safe
haven for both resident and migratory species. Disturbance from poaching
reduced breeding success and deterred birds from using the area.

Invasive flora — Several non-native plant species spread throughout the
site, outcompeting native vegetation. These invasives species altered the
natural balance, reducing food availability and suitable nesting areas for

The site before restoration
with no water body
© BirdLife Malta
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- IMPACT

1. Environmental & biodiversity
impact: the removal of illegally
dumped waste and invasive flora has
improved habitat quality, allowing
native plant species to thrive.
Improved water management has
restored the wetland’s natural
balance, benefiting species such as

Mediterranean Killifish which

in turn attracted birds such as the iconic
Common Kingfisher, highlighting the
project’s success in attracting migratory
and resident species.

2. Community & educational

benefit: the restoration created a cleaner,
safer, and more aesthetically pleasing
natural space for the local community.
Information panels now line the
boundaries of the wetland

openwater created

The site before restoration with only
one small water catchment area
present © BirdLife Malta

while regular open days offer the
community a chance to immerse
themselves in the new surroundings

of the wetland. Tools like bird ringing
demonstrations have become an
important environmental education tool.

Schools and nature enthusiasts now

use the site for learning about wetland
conservation, which has increased public
awareness and engagement.



