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m can attend club activities, like walks,
birdwatching, visits to nature reserves,
boat trips and work to help nature

B receive ll-Auttafa every two months.

Your family too can become member, and you

will then get Bird’'s Eye View magazine too.
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and €20 for Family.

imma mbaghad dawn ha ji¢¢artu
mill-ewwel u jintremew. Jien ili
s-snin nuza brown paper, u xorta
jinfethu u jitgawdew ir-rigali. Biex
isir il-brown paper inigges hafna
ingas minn wrappers ikkuluriti,
ghax ma jsirlux bleaching,
printing, glazing, e¢¢. Kull tikka
tghodd!

Nawguralkom Milied sabih
u sena gdida mimlija ferh u
affarijiet sbieh.
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[ bl " Brimba Sewda
~ e Maltese Spider Orchid Ophrys melitensis

Il-brimba sewda hija wahda minn diversi speci ta’ orkidi li jikbru
f'Malta. L-orkidi taghna ma jaghmlux fjuri kbar bhalma tara
f'artijiet tropikali, imma xorta sbieh fic-cokon taghhom. Mhux
" biss, imma whud huma wkoll endemici ghal pajjizna, fosthom
r N L | il-brimba sewda.
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ta’ studenti u ghalliema fil-lukanda
Radisson f'Ghajn Tuffieha. Dakinhar
gassamna t-trophies lill-iskejjel li hadu
sehem f'Dinja Wahda s-sena I-ohra.
Hames skejjel hadu platinum, 10
hadu deheb, 21 hadu fidda u 19 hadu
bronz. Diversi skejjel ohrajn hadu wkoll
Certifikat. Prosit u grazzi lil kulhadd.

Din kienet sena specjali ghax dis-
sena Dinja Wahda ghalget 30 sena minn

|
FI-14 Novembru ngabru grupp sabih
|
|

1
f
:

?_;

7

U int bhalek x’mort
taghmel f'Dinja Wahda?
Heqq, ghax kellhom ikel
tajjeb. Tghidx kemm blajt!
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meta bdejnieha. Ghalhekk kien jixraq li
jkollna wkoll kejk biex ni¢celebraw!
Minn dis-sena bdilna wkoll id-disinn
tat-trophies, li issa ghandhom ukoll
tabella specjali fug xiex jitwahnlu.
Nawguraw lil Dinja Wahda 30 sena
ohra ta’ attivita ambjentali fl-iskejjel.
Grazzi lill-impjegati habrieki tal-BirdLife
li organizzaw kollox, u grazzi wkoll lil

tal-
Portugall fnofs [|-Ocean Atlantiku.
Kemm il-gzejjer stess kif ukoll il-bahar
ta’ madwarhom huma specjali ghan-
natura li tghix fihom. Xi gimghat ilu
thabbar li 287,000km? ta’ bahar madwar
[-Azores se jkunu protetti. Fihom ma
jkunx jista’ jsir iktar sajd, u f’xi nhawi
lanqas biss jithallew jghaddu vapuri.
[l-Portugall issa sar il-pajjiz bl-ikbar
Marine Protected Area fl-Ewropa.

L-Azores huma grupp gzejjer

Hafna mit-tniggis tal-arja jigi minn gassijiet li
jissejnu greenhouse gases. Dawn il-gassijiet
johorgu fil-bicca I-kbira mill-power stations i
jahdmu bil-faham. ll-power stations tal-faham
ftit ftit ged jaghlqu madwar I-Ewropa kollha, u
ghalhekk it-tniggis tal-arja bil-greenhouse gases
ged jongos. FI-2023 it-tniggis tal-arja fl-Unjoni
Ewropea nagas bi 8.3% meta mqgabbel mas-
sena ta’ gabel. Ir-Renju Unit ghalaq l-ahhar
power station tal-faham f'Ottubru. Is-sena
d-diehla jmiss I-Irlanda u Spanja.
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Kulli

Desirée Falzon

Guido Bonett

Frott mimli zokkor

Kemm hu tajjeb il-frott hux?
Specjalment il-berries! Mmm! Min ikun
ihobb il-helu toghgbu t-toghma tal-frott
ghax il-frott ikun fih iz-zokkor.

Imma kos, ghalfejn il-pjanti joqoghdu
jahlu dak iz-zokkor kollu fil-frott meta
dawn se jaqghu fl-art kif isiru? Mhux
ahjar izommuh fil-weraqg u z-zkuk halli
[-pjanta tkompli tikber?

X'inhu s-sigriet?

Is-sigriet gieghed f'xi haga prezzjuza
li jkun hemm fil-frotta: iz-zerriegha!
Iz-zerriegha huma t-“tfal” tal-pjanta,
u ghalhekk il-pjanta jagblilha tuza
ftit rizorsi fughom halli jikbru fi pjanti
ohrajn bhalha. Dan taghmlu billi tahbi
z-zerriegha fi frotta bnina mimlija
zokkor. lI-frott jiehu hafna forom
differenti, skont il-planta. Jista’ jkun
frott kbir b’hafna zerriegha rgiga bhall-
banana, jew frott iebes bi ftit Zerriegha
bhat-tuffien, jew frott helu u artab
bhall-berries, u hafna tipi ohrajn. Imma
I-frotta kif tghin liz-zerriegha?

Trick and treat!

[I-frott huwa trikk li I-pjanta tuza biex
tingeda bl-annimali. Meta annimal —
perezempju ghasfur—jara berrymisjura
jaf li dik tajba ghall-ikel. L-ghasafar
juzaw hafna energija meta jtiru,
allura jkollhom bzonn ikel li jaghtihom
I-energija. U x’hemm ahjar mill-frott,
b’dak iz-zokkor kollu? Meta ghasfur
jiekol berry @generalment jiblaghha
biz-zerriegha  b’kollox.  L-ghasafar

Jed tiekol il-
u. L-ghasfur

kuntent ghax ged jimla
zaqqu, u d-deru kuntent
ghax I-ghasfur ha johodlu
z-zerriegha 'l boghod.
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Nk Tajra safra (golden oriole) ged
. \liffanga fil-frott tac-cawsli! Min
\_yjaf iz-zerriegha fejn se taga’!

jitghallmu jaghrfu frott misjur minn frott
nej ghax jidraw X’ifissru I-kuluri. Jekk il-
berrytkun ghadha hadra ma jmissuhiex
ghax jafu li I-frotta ghadha ma saritx.
Ghalhekk gatt ma jieklu frotta li jkollha
zerriegha ghadha mhix lesta.

X'inhu s-sigriet?

Wara li jdur il-pjanta kollha ghall-
frott misjur, I-ghasfur itir ’| hemm
biex ikompli jfittex I-ikel. Sadattant
gismu jibda jaghsar il-frotta u jiehu
minnha z-zokkor u l-energija. Imma
z-zerriegha tibga’ shiha u tghaddi mill-
imsaren tal-ghasfur bla ma ssirilha
hsara. Wara xi nofs siegha jew iktar,
I-ghasfur jaghmel tojlit u z-zerriegha
taga’ fil-hamrija flimkien mad-dropping
tal-ghasfur. Jekk taga’ fart tajba, iz-
zerriegha tinbet u tikber pjanta gdida,
kultant boghod sew minn ommha.

Kulhadd happy!

U b’hekk kulhadd kuntent u moqdi.
Il-pjanta nqdiet bl-ghasfur biex jifirxilha
u jizraghlha z-zerriegha ’| boghod (bi
ftit “kompost” mizjud!). Fl-istess hin
I-ghasfur ingeda bil-pjanta ghax ha
I-energija mill-frotta.

Kemm hi brava n-natura hux!
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L-Ghasafar KOLLHA ta’ Malta .o

qabel din, tiftakru?
F’Malta s’issa dehru 406 speéi ta’ ghasafar. Xi spe¢i huma komuni, ohrajn rari, uhud izuruna ftit granet fis-
sena, ohrajn jghixu maghna s-sena kollha. F’dis-sensiela ged ingibu l-lista kollha, u dawn huma Numri 161
sa 170...

Isem Malti

Gawwija Prima
Isem Ingliz
Yellow-legged Gull
Isem xjentifiku
Larus michahellis

Tsem Malti

Gawwija tal-Kaspju
Isem Ingliz

Caspian Gull

Isem xjentifiku
Larus cachinnans

Isem Malti

Gawwija Bajda
Isem Ingliz
Glaucous Gull
Tsem xjentifiku
Larus hyperboreus

Isem Malti
Cirlewwa Zghira
Isem Ingliz

Little Tern

Isem xjentifiku
Sternula albifrons

Isem Malti

Cirlewwa Bumunqar

Isem Ingliz

Common Gull-billed Tern
Isem xjentifiku
Gelochelidon nilotica

Isem Malti

Cirlewwa Prima
Isem Ingliz

Caspian Tern

Isem xjentifiku
Hydroprogne caspia

Isem Malti
Cirlewwa tal-Mustaééi
Isem Ingliz

| Whiskered Tern
Isem xjentifiku
Chlidonias hybrida

Isem Malti

Cirlewwa tal-Lvant
Isem Ingliz
White-winged Tern
Tsem xjentifiku
Chlidonias leucopterus

Isem Malti @ )
Cirlewwa Sewda @
Isem Ingliz ® °
Black Tern ®
Isem xjentifiku ® 9 L
Chlidonias niger

o0 o

.‘
Isem Malti 00 @
Cirlewwa Roza @
Isem Ingliz ®
Roseate Tern
Isem xjentifiku
Sterna dougallii

18120y Aytowir] ‘Biog f uyor ‘nuel uoly

Lista approvata minn BirdLife Malta. Ghalkemm xi spe¢i maghrufin b’iktar minn isem wiehed, dawn huma I-ismijiet uffi¢jali
bil-Malti li tuza BirdLife Malta. L-ismijiet bl-Ingliz u xjentific¢i huma dawk li tuza BirdLife International (www.birdlife.org)

mG Jekk taf fejn hemm sigra tal-ballut (oak), bhalissa z-zmien li din taghmel il-gandar(acorns).
Dawn huma z-zerriegha tal-balluta, u facli tizraghhom u tkabbar sigar godda minnhom. Kulma
ka bba r! ghandek bzonn qasrija (jew pakket tal-halib jew juice) u ftit hamrija. Jekk tinbitlek u tikbirlek iktar

minn 10¢m thallihiex fil-pakkett. Sib x’imkien fejn thawwilha, perezempju xi roqgha hamrija fir-

Aqta’ barra l-parti rahal (stagsi I-kunsill), I-iskola (stagsi lill-head), ecc. ll-ballut jghix mijiet tas-snin!
ta’ fuq tal-pakkett.

Izra’ 1-gandra,
mimduda, u
ghattiha b’tikka
hamrija.

Il-gandar tal-ballut
kultant jaga’ bil-kikkra.
Din tista’ tnehhiha

Zomm il-hamrija, ftit
niedja u sakemm tinbet
tista’ zzommbha, fid-dell.

uoz|e J0JIA
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Fejn wasliu I-fkieren?

Gheziez tfal, Rif intom? Illum irrid nghidilkom ftit dwar l-avventura ta’
Em’ u Atua u fejn waslu fl-avventura taghhom madwar il-Mediterran.

; JekRk tiftakru kRont ghidtilkom dwar dawn iz-zewgt ifRieren
‘4 1li Rienu ged jigu mfejga ghand Nature Trust wara 1li weggghu
minhabba t-tniggis fil-bahar. [1-Bank of Valletta bil-programm
Rebbiegha ta 1-flus biex jitwahhlu zewg satellite trackers fuq
dahar il-fkieren. B’hekR issa nafu fejn ged iduru. Araw ir-ritratti
~ t’hawn taht!

Trapani

OMarsala

Kemm jghumuhux! Permezzta’ dawnit-trackers
ged insiru nafu ftit izjed fuq Rif jimxu dawn
il-frRieren permezz ta’ aktar ri¢erka. Biex tkomplu
ssegwu fejn mexjin Em u Atua tistghu tidhlu fuq
il-pagni ta’ Facebook ta’ Nature Trust-FEE Malta
u Bank of Valletta. B'’hekk tRunu dejjem aggornati
fejn waslu!

Vera kurjuz fejn se jmorru!

Issued by Bank of Valletta p.l.c., 58, Trig San Zakkarija, II-Belt Valletta VLT 1130. BOV

Bank of Valletta p.l.c. is a public limited company regulated by the MFSA and is licensed to carry out the business of
banking in terms of the Banking Act (Cap. 371 of the Laws of Malta). Bank of Valletta

&
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Jaghtu!
Jaght

Zews agretti bojod fargument
jahraq, aktarx ghax wiehed
dahal fit-territorju tal-iehor.
L-annimali spiss ikollhom

Xi jghidu fuq haga jew ohra
imma, spiss ukoll 1i wara ftit
jghaddilhom u kulhadd ikompli
ghall-affari tieghu, bla, hadd ma
jwegga).

P
Forsi qallu xi
haga u offendieh!

3)

Ritratti ta’ Aron Tanti fir-riserva naturali tal-Ghadira
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Zumbrell Gharbi

Sooty Falcon Falco concolor
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Authority

Pollinators are extremely important to us mainly for food security. In fact, it is estimated that one
out of every three bites of food we eat depends on pollinators! These incredible creatures transfer
pollen hetween flowers, allowing plants to produce fruits, vegetables, nuts, and seeds.

Without sufficient pollination, food security would be impacted around the globe.
Factors threatening pollinators:

Due to human development and deforestation, several bee
habitats are being destroyed. '.

Rising temperatures and extreme weather events can disrupt
the life cycles of pollinators and make it harder for them to
find food and nesting sites.

Invasive animal species may also compete with pollinators
for resources or directly predate on them.

by contaminating the pollen and nectar they consume.
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mel X Admiral
; (
¢ The red admiral is very easy
to identify. It’s our only black
I butterfly, and those red and
¢ orange stripes make it even
a more special. Males and
7 females look quite alike and
7z its Maltese name is farfett
tal-hurrieq. That’s because its
caterpillars eat the leaves of the
nettle plant (hurrieq). It’s quite

common, so you have probably
seen this beautiful creature.

Victor Falzon

Desirée Falzon

bongg Ay, ,- ]
g I
B8 nloﬁ” ‘ ,‘«(Fw | :-'
' Seagull and fish [ 4EANS
Evie Sant Mercieca 5
Send us your nature drawings
so we can publish them here!

A red admiral caterpillai'
eating nettle leaves. Yum!

Tixtieq taghti donazzjoni lil BirdLife Malta? Ghadek m’intix membru fi Klabb Huttaf?

lI-BirdLife ikollha hafna spejjez biex tmexxi @ Tixtieq tidhol fil-Klabb?
I-attivitajiet u biex tahdem ghan-natura. @ Tixtieq iggedded?

ACAR @ Tixtieq iddahhal il-familja kollha? = =
Minn dal-QR code tista’ By, Minn dal-QR code tista’ "

taghmel donazzjoni onlajn. Byt tinqgeda kollox onlajn. } Egﬁ

GRAZZI! St GRAZZI!
D ClubDays! 4 FuniDay$ee

b
.-..I. .K_ ‘_- + G v .'_‘4._;!.-!"

niDays'§

t
B .l

adventures for you and your

"\ family. Check out our website
for our next exciting
activity!
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Birding in ihe S oui

Hi, 'm Nathan Gambin, I'm 14 and I have been
birding for 4 years. Here are some birding
hotspots I visit in the south of Malta.
A place I vigit often is the MALTA
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, where in
early spring you can observe raptors like
Marsh-harriers, pallid harriers and

Montagu’s harriers. Sometimes the

harriers roost in the long vegetation

on the airport fields. Unfortunately many
are shot when they emerge in the morning. Falcons

like common kestrels, lesser kestrels and red-footed
falcons are often seen here too, sometimes perching on
poles to enjoy their meal.

In April, open-country birds include greater short-
toed larks (which nest here), tawny pipits and red-
throated pipits. This is a good place to observe the various
subspecies of yellow wagtails since birds are usually within
binoculars reach. Many hirundines are seen here too, such as
barn swallows, house martins, sand martins and red-rumped
swallows. Common swifts, pallid swifts and Alpine swifts
are all regulars too, and photogenic bee-eaters too! In
autumn the fields are quieter but may still hold surprises
like golden plovers and Northern lapwings, and rare and
exciting species like common crane. Commoner species
like skylark, meadow pipit and stonechats are regularly
seen.

HAL FAR is my favourite place in spring. From early
April to early May it’s one of the best places for passerines
in the south. During strong winds and storms migrating
birds often stop to shelter here. Northern wheatears,
black-eared wheatears and Isabelline wheatears were
all observed, and collared flycatchers, pied flycatchers and
spotted flycatchers too. A small water reservoir can attract
Cetti’s warbler, reed-warbler and sedge warbler, with
nightingales, redstarts, blackcaps and icterine wablers
feeding on insects or berries from surrounding plants. My
highlight here were a pair of Riippell’s warblers. On the
garrigue I often see whinchats, hoopoes and woodchat
shrikes.

Another place I like to visit is BIRZEBBUGA,

a good place to see water birds such as gulls, terns

and grebes. Around the bays here you get Audouin’s

gulls and cormorants resting on small boats, as well

as yellow-legged gulls, lesser black-backed gulls

and others. Sandwich terns fly over the open water VA i
Jjust beyond the boats, and I have seen great crested GRS i ’ 4 P oA
grebes diving for fish here. Common sandpipers winter L 7 ‘4~ Riippell's
along the coast in this area, so look out for them too. 4 : wa_l,'l,l,ler

These are only some of the many good places to watch >
birds in the south. So head out and start birding.

NG

Biepes22

All photos by Nathan Gambin

The Young Birders Club is part of Klabb Huttaf. To join the group ask your parents to email nicholas.galea@birdlifemalta.org
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Sensiela helwa ta’ kitbiet minn studenti tas-sitt sena fl-

iskola primarja Fgura B, li kitbu f’isem pjanti li jikbrulhom
fil-Gnien Dinja Wahda tal-iskola taghhom.

Mid-Djarju ta’ Cistu Roza
Kitba ta’ Ella Spiteri Yr 6.5

It-Tlieta, 9pm

Ghaziz Djarju,

lllum kont ferhana hafna ghax kienet gurnata xemxija
u sabiha, u qattajt gurnata mal-habiba tieghi Lelluxa.
Konna geghdin nitkellmu fugq it-tfal li kienu fil-gnien
jilaghbu. Stagseijt lil Lelluxa x’kienu geghdin jilaghbu u
ta’ liema sena kienu. Lelluxa kurjuza bhali u riedet tkun
taf, imma peress li konna ’l boghod ma stajniex nisimghu
x’kienu ged jghidu.

Dak il-hin fjura ohra ghaijtitli: “Cistu Roza! Cistu Roza!”
Stagsejtha x’kien gara. Qaltli li dawk kienu tfal tar-raba’
sena u li ftit minnhom kienu qeghdin jirfsu I-fjuri fil-gnien.
Imsarni nizlu f’'sagajja bil-biza’ ghax jien I-isbah fjura
u ma ridtx li jirfsuni! Lelluxa qaltli li m’ghandix ghalfejn
ninkwieta u kkalmatni bi kliem ta’ kuragg.

F’'dagqa wahda gam riefnu u tajjarni bil-petali b’kollox!
Ratni zunzana li taret ghal hdejja u nizzlitni lura fil-gnien.
Kien hemm tifla helwa u hawlitni lura fil-hamrija. Bhala
ringrazzjament hallejt liz-zunzana tiehu ftit nektar mill-
fjuri tieghi. Kemm nixtieq inkun naf x’jisimha dik it-tifla li
ghenitni!

Ma nafx, imma jien vera ghajjejt wara dan kollu li grali
llum. Sa nghid talba f’qalbi u mmur norqod.

Dejjem tieghek, ’
Cistn Rosa

Desirée Falzon

li-fjura tacé-cistu roza
jkollha hames petali kbar

Grazzi wkoll lill-ghalliema ta’ dawn I-istudenti Ms Christina Kitney

X’gharukaza kemm huma

mkemxin dawk il-petali. Mank
ghaddiethom ftit, imgar ghar-ritratt.

...a turtle-dove >

The turtle-dove (gamiema in Maltese) is a beautiful
bird of the pigeon family. It’s smaller than the pigeons
we see in town squares pecking titbits from the ground.
The turtle-dove is not dark grey like ordinary pigeons, but
has a grey-pinkish body, a grey-bluish head and a lovely
brown-and-black speckled pattern on the back.

Turtle-doves fly to Malta in spring and autumn while
they are on migration between Africa and Europe. They
stop here to rest a bit from their long journey.

But why on earth is it called a turtle-dove? Look at the
picture: does it really look like a turtle? Hmm, no! Maybe it
swims like a turtle? Ha ha ha :) No, | don’t think so!

So what is it?

Well, to learn the secret you have to listen to a turtle-
dove singing. She goes rrrrrrrr-rrrrr! rrrrrrrr-rrerr! rrererrr-
rrrrr! 1Ys a lovely soft sound, like a cat purring. And from
that rrrrrrrr-rrrrr song came the name turrrr-tle dove! Even
the bird’s scientific name is Streptopelia turtur. There you
are again: turrr-turrrr!

And voila: mystery of the turtle-dove solved!

uoz[e 01N

uozje J0JIA



ll-Huttafa 185 - Dicembru 2024 - p14

SEA TURTLES IN T
MEDlTERRANEAN
SEA i

Caretta caretta Chelonia mydas Dermochelys coriacea
(Loggerhead,; Fekruna (Green turtle; Fekruna (Leatherback; Fekruna
komuni) hadra) sewda)
The most common. Common sightings but no nests Sporadic sightings.
It nests in Malta. in Malta.
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DID YOU KNOW THAT THIS
SUMMER THERE WAS A
RECORD OF 8 LOGGERHEAD
NESTS IN MALTA?

But without all the protection meas-
ures they could not survive!

Sighting and nesting are becoming
more frequent, and WE ALL need to
protect them. I_ [fe

Hatching
If you find an entangled/injured sea
turtle (either at sea or on the
beach/rocks), a nesting female or
hatchlings on the beach, please DO
NOT DISTURB them! If you are in
Malta, call:

WILD LIFE RESCUE TEAM ‘
+356 9999 9505. faveenile

WWW.AQUARIUM.COM.MT
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F’Malta ghandna disa’ spec¢i ta’ rettili tal-art.
Fost dawn hemm il-wizgha tad-djar.

Bl-Ingliz jisimha Turkish gecko u l-isem xjentifiku
huwa Hemidactylus turcicus. Madankollu ma
jfissirx li din l-ispe¢i gabha xi hadd mit-Turkija.
Sa fejn nafu hija 'indigena f’Malta.

Nghidulha I-wizgha tad-djar ghax hija I-wizgha li
aktarx naraw kultant ma’ xi hajt fid-djar taghna.
Fin-natura, aktarx tghix ghall-kenn tal-gherien.

ll-wizgha tad-djar tixbah lill-wizgha tal-kampanja
imma ghandha xi differenzi, perezempju hija
izghar u iktar misluta minn tal-kampanja.

Ghandha gilda roza ¢ara b’xi dbabar, u tikki
bojod imqabbzin.

ll-wizgha tad-djar ghandha wkoll vuéi — bhal
nebha zghira! Kultant f’xi lejla sajfija tismaghha
‘tinbah’ minn wara xi ghamara!

‘indigena. Minn dejjem kienet tghix f’dak il-pajjiz jew regjun

ll-wizgha tad-djar hija notturna, jigifieri
generalment tohrog bil-lejl. Binhar torqod
mohbija fi xquq jew wara |-ghamara.

ll-wizgha tad-djar hija karnivora u tiekol kamia,
brimb, dubbien, nemus, xini, kokro¢, e¢¢. Ma
tikolx pjanti!

ll-wizgha tad-djar mhix perikoluza, mhix se taga’
mis-saqaf ghal fuq rasek u tithabbel f’xaghrek
u ma xxerridx mard tal-
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18 Ghal hafna, Muzew tal-Istorja Naturali huwa
muzew ghat-tfal, izda meta nigu ffaccjati b'xi
W dizastru naturali, huwa proprju |-Muzew
tal-Istorja Naturali li jipprovdi t-twegibiet u
dan ghaliex il-kuraturi u ricerkaturi ohra li
jahdmu fil-muzew ghandhom il-materjal
ghad-dispozizzjoni taghhom. Isiru studji
genetici, morfologici, u hafna ohrajn.
Ghalhekk wiehed jithem |-importanza ta’
Muzew tal-Istorja Naturali. Dak ta’ Malta
jinsab |-Imdina u huwa wiehed minn diversi
muzewijiet li nsibu fil-Mediterran li kollha
jahdmu ghal ghan wiehed - dak li nsiru nafu
aktar dwar id-dinja naturali u dak kollu li

nsibu fiha.
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