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B’din il-harga tal-magazin favorit
taghna, |l-Huttafa taghlaq 30 sena!

Ghadni niftakar meta hrigna
[-ewwel wahda fl-1994. Dak iz-
zmien [l-Huttafa ma kinitx bil-kulur
u kien fiha biss 8 pagni. Langas
staples ma kellha!

Dak iz-zmien I|-Internet kien
ghadu fil-bidu net u ftit ’'Malta kienu
semghu bih. Ghalhekk I-attivitajiet
tal-Klabb konna nhabbruhom kollha
' ll-Huttafa bid-dettalji ta’ meta u fejn
konna nkunu se niltagghu. lllum
dawn issibhom kollha onlajn.

Fiz-zmien li bdiet tohrog /I-
Huttafa, BirdLife Malta kien ghadu
jisimha The Malta Ornithological
Society (MOS fil-qosor). L-ghasfur
fil-logo taghna kien il-merill. Imma
I-klabb taghna kien diga jismu
Klabb Huttaf, u I-logo kien kwazi
l-istess li ghadna nuzaw illum!

Fiz-zmien li bdejna ll-Auttafa,
il-BirdLife kienet diga tiehu hsieb
ir-riserva naturali tal-Ghadira,
imma s-Simar konna ghadna ged
noholquh — langas il-hajds ma
konna ghadna bnejna. Sadattant
is-Salina kien ghadu post mitlug,

-Huttafa

POBox 498 Vaolletta CMR 01
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imkisser u mgharraqg. U Foresta
2000 konna ghadna langas
hlomna biha!

Fiz-zmien li bdejna ll-Auttafa,
in-nies li flimkien mieghi konna
mmexxu |-Klabb kienu Robert
Borg, Audrey Chetcuti,
Joseph Dunlop, Desirée
Falzon, Graziella Fenech u
Anne Marie Scicluna. Qed
insemmihom b’isimhom ghax
nixtieq nghidilhom grazzi kbira
tal-ghajnuna taghhom.

Sadattant nawguraw //-
Auttafa 30 sena ohra ta’

success!
ll-facc¢ata tal-ewwel \; LCEC‘}T‘
harga ta’ ll-Huttafa Victor Falzon
L-Editur
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Ritratt ta’ Vtor Falzon
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Orkida Piramidali ta’ Malta
Maltese Pyramidal Orchid Anacamptis urvilleana

L-orkida piramidali ta’ Malta hija wahda minn xi 40 speci ta’
orkidi li jikbru f’pajjizna. Hija pjanta prezzjuza u ghaziza mhux
biss ghax sabiha, imma ghax hija wkoll skarsa u fuq kollox
endemika (tikber Malta biss). Tikber fix-xaghri galb il-blat u tiftah

il-fiuri ghal Marzu u April. Hemm iktar orkidi
f’pagna 7
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Klabb Huttaf

Klabb Huttaf is the junior (under 16) section of

BirdLife Malta. Members

m can attend club activities, like walks,
birdwatching, visits to nature reserves,
boat trips and work to help nature

B receive ll-Huttafa every two months.

Your family too can become member, and you

will then get Bird’s Eye View magazine too.

Annual subscription is €10 for Klabb Huttaf

and €20 for Family.

Kuntatti

tel 21347645
emergency injured bird 79255697
address 57/28 Triq Abate Rigord

Ta’ Xbiex XBX 1120
editor email victor.falzon@birdlifemalta.org
general email info@birdlifemalta.org
website www.birdlifemalta.org
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Kif naghmlu kull sena f’Jannar, dis-sena wkoll ghamilna
r-roost count taz-zakak abjad.

Roost huwa I-post fejn jorqdu I-ghasafar. Hemm ghasafar
li jorqdu wehidhom, u hemm ohrajn li jfittxu I-kumpanija.
Fost dawn tal-ahhar hemm iz-zakak abjad (white wagtail).
Roost taz-zakak abjad spiss tkun tghodd I-eluf! L-ikbar
roost taz-zakak abjad f’"Malta qieghda I-Belt Valletta!

Fit-13 Jannar waranofsinhar ingabru grupp nies tal-
BirdLife, tqassmu mas-swar tal-Belt, tefghu harsithom lejn
is-sema u ma’ nzul ix-xemx bdew jghoddu z-zizka jittajru
lejn il-Belt ghall-irqad. F’temp ta’ siegha z-zizka dahlu
kollha, u meta spicéa kollox, il-voluntiera Itagghu mill-gdid
u gabblu n-noti. It-total kien ta’ 16,171 zakak. Dan in-numru
kiser ir-rekord tal-2019, li kien 14,475. v R ;

Tghid ghaliex kien dagshekk gholi n-numru? Forsi meta g mi::‘f::,r:r: E::qdl:’:rendl
nqered ir-roost ta-Mosta (ara lI-Huttafa 179), iz-zizka li kienu : 5 S
jorqdu hemm marru wkoll jorqdu I-Belt. Jew forsi dix-xitwa - idhol fi
gew iktar zizka Malta mis-snin ta’ qabel. > Klabb Huttaf!

Dir-ricerka I-BirdLife ilha taghmilha kull sena mill-1986. ' TR

Jekk ghadek m'intix

»,
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Pijantalgdids

F’pajjizna jghixu pjanti li ssibhom mal-Ewropa kollha, imma mbaghad hemm
pjanti li ma ssibhom imkien hlief fartha. Dawn jghidulhom speci endemici u
ghandna minnhom mhux hazin. U kultant I-istudjuzi jsibu xi wahda gdida... kif
gara ftit ilu meta sabu tip ta’ limonju (sea lavender) f’post fin-naha ta’ fuq ta’
Malta (ghalissa ma nistghux inxandru fejn). Din il-pjanta tikber baxxa fil-blat max-
xatt u taghmel fjuri zghar vjola ¢ar. Fil-post fejn instabet mhix mifruxa hafna,
jigifieri fid-dinja kollha tezisti biss din il-popolazzjoni zghira ta’ ftit mijiet. Bil-
Malti nghatat I-isem limonju zghir u l-isem xjentifiku taghha huwa Limonium
lanfrancoi ghax issemmiet ghall-habib taghna |-'botaniku Edwin Lanfranco.
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>‘ Fost diversi speci ta’ golden moles li jghixu I-Afrika
7 . e t’lsfel hemm specijisimha |- Winton’s golden mole.
e )..‘ % Din Il-ispeci kienet ilha ma tidher mill-1937 u ghalhekk kienet

Kif juri ismu, iz-ziemel tal-Alpi jghix fil- meqjusa ‘speci mitlufa’, jigifieri aktarx estinta. Imma tim ta’
muntanji f'habitat bil-blat. Huwa aktarx xjenzati ghamlu tfittxija bir-reqqa fl-2gharam tar-ramel fejn din
sendentarju, jigifieri ma tantx ipassi. il-mole kienet intlemhet |-ahhar. Ittestjaw hafna ramel ghad-
Ghalhekk biex tara wiehed Malta trid vera DNA, uzaw thermal imaging biex ifittxu |-hofor taghha... u

tkun xortik tajba. Mhux biss, imma z-ziemel
tal-Alpi huwa ghasfur zghir u jekk ma
jiccaglagx difficli tinduna bih qalb il-blat.

anke uzaw kelb b’sens tax-xamm ec¢cellenti! Bis-sahha ta
dawn I-isforzi rnexxielhom isibu mill-gdid dan I-annimal zghir

Madankollu fJannar intlemah wiehed fl- u Slmpatlku Issa jridu jac':c':ertaw li l-inhawi fejn tghIX jlgU
inhawi tal-majjistral ta’ Malta. Yayy! mharsin bil-ligi. Prosit!

botaniku. Xi hadd li jistudja |-pjanti (bl-Ingliz botanist) 3
2gharam tar-ramel. Munzelli naturali tar-ramel (bl-Ingliz sand dunes)



Ghaliex?
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Desirée Falzon

L-affarijiet hajjin kollha
ghandhom bzonn jistriehu.
Jekk ma nistrihux, i¢-¢elloli
taghna jeghjew il-hin kollu
ghaddejin u ma nghixux
hafna. Ahna norqdu kuljum
u bhalna I-bi¢¢a I-kbira tal-
annimali u I-pjanti. Imma
ghaliex dan isir bil-lejl?

RS

Katina tal-ikel

[I-hin li norgdu ghandu Xx’jagsam
hafna max-xemx. Kif tafu, il-katina tal-
ikel trid ix-xemx biex tahdem. ll-pjanti
jridu d-dawl tax-xemx biex ikabbru
weraq @did, ec¢. ll-pjanti mbaghad
jittieklu  mill-'erbivori, u l-erbivori
jikluhom il-?karnivori. ll-katina tal-ikel
timxi mal-pjanti, allura meta I-pjanti
“jorqdu”, kulhadd jorgod.

Allura kif jindunaw il-pjanti li wasal
il-lejl? Il-pjanti ghandhom c¢elloli specjali
jghidulhom photoreceptors li jindunaw
jekk id-dawl tax-xemx ikunx batut jew
gawwi, ghalhekk ikunu jafu meta wasal
biex jidlam. Bil-lejl il-fijuri ma jaghmlux
nektar jew polin gdid, allura ma jkunx
hemm ikel ghal hafna insetti. Barra minn
hekk, l-insetti li jfittxu I-fjuri ma jarawx fid-
dlam. Ghalhekk hafna insetti jorqdu bil-
lejl ukoll. U l-istess il-predaturi taghhom.

Zewg nahliet
reqdin fsuffeﬁ“’al

L-insetti u I-predaturi taghhom
kif ikunu jafu li wasal hin il-mistrien?
L-annimali  kollha ghandhom xi
haga simili ghall-pjanti. [l-mohh tal-
Svertebrati jipproduci kimika jghidulha
melatonina, li meta I-gisem ihossha
jinduna li wasal hin I-irgad. Ghalhekk
fid-dlam jagbadna n-nghas! L-insetti
wkoll ghandhom organu f’gisimhom li
jwassal l-istess messagg.

II-fjuri tal-ingliza,
jaghlqu filghaxija/! i

- -
. xxx . @er-

russett griz.
rieqed!

Hsibtu bla ras! P

L

L
Alu\n llll lejl

Imma hemm annimali li jgumu
bil-lejl, bhall-friefet il-lejl, il-ganfud u
I-bahrijiet. Hemm anke fjuri li jifthu bil-
lejl! Kif? Dawn, meta s-sensi taghhom
jghidulhom li qged jidlam, jaghmlu
I-kontra tal-affarjiet hajjin I-ohra. Dawn
evolvew biex ikunu attivi fid-dlam, biex
b’hekk jevitaw il-kompetizzjoni ghall-
ikel li jkun hemm binhar. Minhabba i
hafna inqas annimali jkunu mqgajmin
bil-lejl, ikollhom iktar ¢ans li jsibu ikel.

Fug miljuni ta’ snin il-hlejjaq tal-
lejl adattaw ghal xulxin. Perezempju
I-bahrijiet evolvew ilsien twil hafna
biex jixorbu minn fjuri li evolvew forma
ta’ tubu twill Meta dawn il-bahrijiet
izuru I-fjuri li jifthu bil-lejl jiffrankaw il-
kompetizzjoni mill-gegwigija insetti
ohrajn li jzuru I-fjuri ta’ binhar. Il-fjuri ta’
bil-lejl ukoll jiffrankaw il-kompetizzjoni
ghad-dakkara mill-hafna fjuri li jifthu
binhar.

lI-friefet il-lejl evolvew sens ta’
smigh tal-ghageb biex jisimghu bahrija
ttir u jagbduha. B’hekk jiffrankaw il-
kompetizzoni mill-predaturi ohrajn i
jieklu l-insetti I-ohra li jkunu mqgajmin
binhar.

Ahna |-bnedmin evolvejna mil-linja
tax-xadini, li bhalna jorqdu bil-lejl. Anke
jekk inkunu f’kamra fid-dlam ghal tul ta’
hin jagbadna n-nghas, ghax gisimna
jibda jaghmel il-melatonina i jibda
jghidilna “good night”!

erbivori. Annimali li jieklu materjal mill-pjanti
Zkarnivori. Annimali li jieklu annimali ohrajn
3vertebrati. Annimali li ghandhom sinsla tad-dahar
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L-Ghasafar KOLLHA ta’ Malta

F’Malta s’issa dehru ftit iktar minn 400 speéi ta’ ghasafar. Xi spe¢i huma komuni, ohrajn rari, uhud izuruna
ftit granet fis-sena, ohrajn jghixu maghna s-sena kollha. F’dis-sensiela ged ingibu l-lista kollha! Dawn huma,

Numri 111 sa 120...

Isem Malti
Venewwa

Isem Ingliz
Northern Lapwing
Isem xjentifiku
Vanellus vanellus

Isem Malti
Venewwa tal-Ixpruni

| Isem Ingliz

Spur-winged Lapwing
Isem xjentifiku
Vanellus spinosus

Isem Malti

Venewwa tal-Qtajja’
Isem Ingliz

Sociable Lapwing
Isem xjentifiku
Vanellus gregarius

) Isem Malti

| Venewwa Denbha Abjad

Isem Ingliz

| White-tailed Lapwing

5| Isem xjentifiku

Vanellus leucurus

Isem Malti

Pluverott ta' Denbu
Isem Ingliz

Upland Sandpiper
Isem xjentifiku
Bartramia longicauda

Isem Malti

6urlin Sekond
Isem Ingliz
Whimbrel

Isem xjentifiku
Numenius phaeopus

Isem Malti
Gurlin Zghir
Isem Ingliz
| Slender-billed Curlew
| Isem xjentifiku
Numenius tenuirostris

Isem Malti

Gurlin

Isem Ingliz
Eurasian Curlew
Isem xjentifiku
Numenius arquata

Isem Malti

Girwiel Nordiku

Isem Ingliz

Bar-tailed Godwit
=1 Isem xjentifiku

Limosa lapponica

Isem Malti
| Girwiel Prim
| Isem Ingliz
Black-tailed Godwit
Isem xjentifiku
Limosa limosa

Lista approvata minn BirdLife Malta. Ghalkemm xi spe¢i maghrufin b’iktar minn isem wiehed, dawn huma I-ismijiet ufficjali
bil-Malti li tuza BirdLife Malta. L-ismijiet bl-Ingliz u xjentifi¢ci huma dawk li tuza BirdLife International (www.birdlife.org)

_‘_.. - ‘)( =

~ SOUTH
AMERICA

Pangaea

Meta nharsu lejn mappa tad-dinja naraw diversi kontinenti
gishom gzejjer kbar imdawrin bil-bahar, bhall-Awstralia, [-Antartika,
L-Amerka ta’ Fuq, I-Amerka tlsfel u anke I-Afrika. Imma dawn
mhux dejjem kienu hekk. Mijuni ta’ snin ilu I-kontinenti kien kollha
mwahhlin flimkien f’¢appa art wahda enormi, superkontinent wiehed.
Ix-xjenzati jsejhulu Pangaea, li tfisser “id-dinja kollha”.

Dan fifisser li I-annimali ta’ dak iz-zmien ma kellhomx problema
biex jinfirxu mad-dinja kollha ghax ma kellhomx bzonn jagsmu
bahar. Setghu jinfirxu bil-mixi! Ghall-pjanti wkoll kien facli biex iz-
zerriegha taghhom tinfirex minn tarf sa tarf tal-art.

Meta Pangaea bdiet tingasam u tinfired f’kontinenti, I-annimali
u I-pjanti li ngabdu fug kull kontinent ma setghux jithalltu iktar, u
ghalhekk bdew jevolvu differenti minn xulxin. Ghalhekk illum
ghandna tant varjeta ta’ hajja!

liue] uoly,

i a
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CREATURES  ®, =
FROM THE DEEP . " ;=

We normally think about marine animals that live in AQUARIUM
shallow, warm and sunlit waters, but... who are some of the
creatures that live in the deep sea?

Ocean waters under 200m deep are
considered as the deep sea. It is very dark and
cold in there, but did you know that some
corals can still thrive in such habitats? Unlike
tropical corals, deep sea corals do not have
algae inside their body and instead feed on
small animals that live in the water column.

Despite their monstruous name, vampire
squids are small creatures that grow up to
only about 15 cm - and, well, they do not drink
blood! Instead, they do something ever cooler
which is shooting glowing slime at their
predators, rather than ink. How cool is that!

When taken in proportion to body size, the

¥ 'm g
fangtooth has the largest teeth of any fish in My Shi\fﬁ:‘rm ::jot s:a.;
the ocean! ar;g 'h“fcsu!d love tg “'sf:ﬂenn
" " - e
PS: imagine his bill at the dentist... bec:::'em:;i music

m
hardcorpr

? This is a chimera - a very ancient
fish closely related to sharks,

rays and skates.

THE DEEP SEA IS IN DANGER!

There are many unknown deep sea species! And even though the deep sea is far from
__cbfv» humans, it still suffers threats such as overfishing, pollution and, more recently, deep
i sea mining! This is the process of collecting minerals from the deep seabed, and
some countries want to allow it. Mining could kill fragile ecosystems that took
millennia to grow and decimate species we don’t even know yet. Let’s not allow this
to happen!

STOP DEEP SEA MINING. PROTECT THE DEEP SEA!

WWW.AQUARIUM.COM.MT
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brimba sew,g”a- orkida‘hamra dubblena
Maltese spideriorchid “fan-lipped orchid . brown orchid

Hafna eqe , . . 0. q
onidi Familja ta’ fjuri sbieh u spec¢jali,
imthu I-fjuri . . .
daz-zmien ' uvhud komuni, uhud rarissmi,

- | o o e see o
as-sena u whud endemié¢i ghal pajjizna.
F’Malta ghandna xi 40 speci ta’
orkidi, dawn disgha minnhom.
= <
&ahla
[ “ bumblebee orchid
$
- ork1da plramuria%‘
';4 ta) Malta\Jf %/
Maltese pyramldal orch/.ld""
- >
.

Alex Casha

) hla@ or}:}daftfuh
yellow?)rchid mi *chi i scented,bug orchld
. v . A » ‘ ‘.: I /] . A

s
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¥ Ritratt ta’ Agn Tanti mehud fir-riserva naturali tal-Ghadira
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Kemm huma sbieh il-Ruluril

Kif ahna tfal? Tafu liema hu l-istagun favorit tieghi?
Ir-Rebbiegha. U tafu ghalfejn? Ghax jien joghgbuni hafna
1-kuluri. KiekRu nista’ nghix gewwa gawsalla nghix, imma Rif
tafu l-gawsalli mqgarbin u jisparixxu wara ftit.

Kemm niehu gost intir min-naha s’ohra ta’ Malta
fir-Rebbiegha. U gieli nitla’ s’Ghawdex ukoll. Ghalkemm
nghidilkom il-veritd nagra battiRata spec¢jalment jekRR ikun
dagsxejn rih. Jien zewg gwinhajn zghar ghandi - ma nistax
nitla’ fuq il-vapur bhalkom ... ghalkemm gieli ppruvaijt intir
ghal fuqu u jwassalni hu. Xhin nara s-sigar jergghu jiehdu
I-hajja u 1-fjuri jergghu jinfethu nhossni gisni ged intir f’'xi
pittura. Sfortunatament aktar ma jghaddi zmien aktar ged
tikrieh dil-pittura. Qed issir aktar griza u l-Rulur ged nitilfuh.
Imma smajt xi haga ...

Mid-dehra 1-Bank of Valletta ghadhom Rif hargu
b'inizjattiva gdida. U ma tagtghux x’semmewha! Rebbiegha!
L-istagun favorit tieghi. Shabi 1-ghasafar qaluli Ui

permezzta’'danil-progettil-BOV

ged isejjah lill-NGOs Maltin u

Ghawdxin li jahdmu fil-gasam

tal-ambjent biex jissugerixxu

progettili se jsebbhu l-ambjent

ta’ madwarna u jeRR ikunu

tajbin bizzejjed ha jghinuhom
bil-flus. X'gost!

Se jkollna aktar postijiet

hodor ghalina 1l-ghasafar u

ovvjament anke ghalikom it-tfal.

JekRkR tafu b’xi NGO li tahdem favur

l-ambjent fejn togoghdu intom ghidulha

b’din l-inizjattiva. Ejja tfal halli flimkien

inkomplu nsebbhu 1lil Malta u Ghawdex

Petitu

>AX

Issued by Bank of Valletta p.l.c., 58, Triq San Zakkarija, II-Belt Valletta VLT 1130. V

Bank of Valletta p.l.c. is a public limited company regulated by the MFSA and is licensed to carry out the business of

banking in terms of the Banking Act (Cap. 371 of the Laws of Malta). Bank of Valletta
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Ghasfur simpatiku li narawh I-iktar
fix-xhur xitwin. IThobb postijiet bil-
gebel, anke bini u djar. Spiss ipoggi
fuq énut, wajers tad-dawl jew hbula
tal-inxir! Jiekol insetti u dud, imma
jekk ghandek bird table fil-gnien ma
jahsibhiex darbtejn biex jinzel jara
x’hemm fil-menu! Jismu fjamma
ghax denbu hamrani lewn is-sadid.

Ghadek m’intix membru fi Klabb Huttaf?

Tixtieq tidhol fil-Klabb?
Tixtieq iggedded?
Tixtieq iddahhal il-familja kollha?

Minn dal-QR code
tista’ tinqeda kollox
onlajn. GRAZZI!

Tixtieq taghti donazzjoni lil BirdLife Malta?

lI-BirdLife ikollha hafna spejjez biex tmexxi
I-attivitajiet u biex tahdem ghan-natura.

Minn dal-QR code tista’
taghmel donazzjoni
onlajn. GRAZZ|!

ysIgSFuniDays ™ 1y

In Klabb Huttaf we
do lots of fun activities and
adventures for you and your
9 family. Check out our website
for our next exciting
activity!




Nicholas Galea

Their location

Another way of naming a
bird is by using locations. Many
birds are restricted to a country,
a region or a continent and this is
often used in bird names.

Two common birds in Malta are the
Spanish sparrow and the Sardinian
warbler for example, both
named after Mediterranean

locations. Lots of birds that

we normally call by their
family name, like the bee-eater
and the roller, are actually named

European bee-eater and European
roller because there are many other

species in their families in other

regions or continents. Don’t be fooled
by the name bird-of-paradise: these
birds don’t live in paradise, although

I do hope to continue birding in my
afterlife!

Their habitat

Another handy way of naming birds

is by describing the habitat they prefer.

We have many desert birds such as desert
sparrow, desert wheatear and desert finch,

and many mountain birds such as alpine
accentor, Himalayan monal and Andean condor

- all three named after mountain ranges. We have

reed bunting, rock bunting, pine bunting, snow
bunting and corn bunting - all birds from the same
family named after the habitat you are likely to find
them in. And guess where you find the roadside hawk!

Their food

Then we have birds named after what they eat, like
fruiteaters, seedeaters, nutcrackers,
fish-owls and sparrowhawks.

¥

condor

Where’s that
stone | wanted

to turn? .
® Where’s that ‘
bee | wanted

to eat?
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zitting
cisticola

Their behaviour

Special behaviours
are also used to name
birds or families,
such as turnstone,
woodpeckers
and leaftossers; or
named for ‘characters’, like solitary sandpipers and
sociable weavers.

Their sound

g
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Finally, one of my favourite groups of bird names
are the ones that describe the sound the bird makes.
One very good example is the cisticola family. In
Malta we have the zitting cisticola, but in Africa we
find many others, like singing, chattering, bubbling,
rattling, churring, wailing, winding and croaking
cisticolas. So many different words to describe
different sounds! Other birds, like the cuckoo
and the kittiwake, have onomatopoeic names
that imitate the sound they make. And then there
are birds that seem to say words or make sounds
we humans make, like the go-away bird or the
laughing gull. The list goes on and on!

I believe that birds and birdwatching helped
me expand my vocabulary when I was young,
teaching me so many new words. And when I
looked them up in dictionaries and later on
the Internet, they taught me even more things
about the world we live in. I like to believe that
birds and birdwatching helped me express
myself more creatively when writing my
English essays at school.

So when your parents tell you to stop looking
at bird books, you can always say you are
studying English (and Latin)! Happy birding!

Where’s that
nut | wanted
to crack? .
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Pollination happens when a pollen grain moves from the anther (the
male part) of a flower to the stigma (the female part). This is the first
step in the production of seeds, fruits and ultimately a new plant. There
are different types of pollination, including (but not only) animal-hased
pollination, and wind pollination.

[n animal-based pollination, various animals act as pollinators,
including such as small animals like ants, butterflies, moths, flies,
beetles, bees, wasps, gnats and spiders, as well as larger animals like
reptiles, birds as well as bats and other mammals.

Animal pollinators tend visit the flowers to drink nectar or feed off

the pollen itself and in doing so, they transport pollen grains from

one flower to another on their bodies, resulting in pollination. Many
flowering plants around us, therefore, rely on this process to grow and
reproduce and we rely on them for food production, particularly various
fruit and vegetables. In addition to the food we eat, pollinators support
healthy ecosystems that clean the air, stabilise the soils and protect

from severe weather.

Many pollinator populations are declining in number and this is
mainly attributed to severe loss in feeding and nesting habitats.
Pollution, disease and climate change all contribute to the loss in
pollinator populations or a change in their behaviour which can
be detrimental to certain plant species and ultimately also to us.
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lI-gurat huwa dak I-insett li bl-
Ingliz jghidulu grasshopper.

F’Malta ghandna iktar minn 40 speci ta’
gurati (u grillijiet). Uhud huma komuni, ohrajn
rari hafna. Kwazi Ikoll jghixu hawn hajjithom
kollha, hlief ftit li jpassu minn artijiet ohrajn.

ll-gurati nisa spiss ikunu ikbar mill-irgiel.

lI-gurati nisa taghrafhom mill-irgiel ghax it-tarf
ta’ wara ta’ gisimhom jispi¢¢a ghall-ponta,
fil-waqt li tal-irgiel ikun aktarx gej ghat-tond u
jipponta ’l fuq. In-nisa juzaw il-ponot ta’ wara
biex ihaffru hofra fil-hamrija biex ibidu fiha.

I1z-zghar tal-gurati jixbhu lill-kbar hlief li jkunu
izghar, u ma jtirux ghax il-gwienah ikunu
ghadhom mhux zviluppati. 1z-zghar tal-gurati
ma jaghmlux pupa bhall-friefet.

Wiehed mill-ikbar gurati ta’ Malta huwa I-gurat
tar-raba (Egyptian grasshopper), li jikber sa xi
6.5¢m. Gurat iehor kbir huwa I-gurat rasu twila
(slant-faced grasshopper), li jikber sa xi 7ém.

&

ll-gurati jghixu biss xi sena.
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Kahlani tax-Xaghri - ¢
Blue-winged Grasshopper

ll-gurati ssibhom f’diversi habitati: fis-sigar,
fir-raba’, fil-haxix, fix-xaghri, fil-qasab, fl-
isteppa u anke fl-gharam tar-ramel.

ll-gurati huma erbivori. Jieklu weraq, fjuri,
polin u partijiet ohra tal-pjanti.

ll-gurati ma jaghtux is-sikkina, kif ghadek

tisma’ xi nies jghidu! ll-ponot fuq saqajhom ta’
wara forsi jbezzghu, imma la jniggzu u lanqas
iweggghu.

ll-grillijiet (cric&s)
huma kugini \
tal-gurati.
Generalment
johorgu fid-
dlam, u ;
minhabba f’hekk |
ghandhom i
I-antenni itwal
minn tal-gurati.
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