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mtniggis nahsbu

s-sigar minn taht, minghalina biex

elettriku, ninsew li s-sigar huma
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A

Qerd in-nahal
(European bee-eater)

F'dil-harga...

f’xi roqgha plastik fil-bahar, jew I-kenn ta’ hafna annimali, fosthom
dhahen hergin minn ¢umnija. Kontu ghasafar, insetti u rettili. Jekk fis- . .
) e . ) Mill-editur 2
tafu li anke d-dawl jista’ jnigges? sigra hemm bufula ged tipprova Ahbariiiet 3
Id-dawl inigges mhux ghax torgod, dawl gawwi f'wi¢cha ma , J sy .
2y ) . o X’ghandna mid-dinja? 3
=8 ihammeg bhad-dhahen u I-iskart, jhallihiex tistrieh. L-ghada ma e gt E
el . o " . : . A X’raijt fil-gnien 4
Lo imma ghax ifixkel haga importanti jkollhiex sahha ssib bizzejjed ikel L-ghasafar kollha! 5
(A fin-natura: id-dlam! ghaliha jew ghall-frieh. '
| A - , Naturalment 5
— Huwa naturali li filghaxija jaga Dawn I-affarijiet ma nahsbux Rockpools 6
é d-dlam, u ghan-natura d-dlam fihom meta nimlew kullimkien dawl. Il-Qabbezin 7
huwa mehtieg ghax fid-dlam hafna  Mhux sew nahsbu li d-dinja tan- Paletta u Aarett 8-9
natura tistrieh u torqgod. Anke nies biss. 9
U L N . Coral reefs 10
[-pjanti jistriehu meta tinzel ix-xemx, Tghiduli: “Iss, allura ma nistghux "
s o L W . Colour the bird 1
u hafna pjanti jaghlqu I-fiuri u anke  inzejnu ftit is-sigar ghall-Milied .
N : . Be nice to nature 1
jitwu |-werag. jew nhar il-festa?” Uuu mela le! .
. T . o Young Birders Club 12
[I-lejl huwa parti mi¢-Ciklu tal- Imma hemm ghalfejn id-dawl jibqa . .
. . : A e The Migration Story 13
gurnata. Meta I-lejl nixeghluh mixghul il-lejl kollu? M’ahniex ; . . .
. . : S . - . Simboli nazzjonali 14
bid-dwal esaderati dan i¢-Ciklu kapaci nhallu I-lejl isaltan fid-dlam
. . : L lI-Bomblu Iswed 15
nharbtuh ghax inhawdu |-arlogg imqgar ghal sitt sighat? . .
. e . Saving the Universe 16
tan-natura. U issa ha nitfi u nhallikom ghax
Issa saret moda li nixeghlu anke  ged jagbadni n-nghas! Kitbu

Thais Amaral (National Aquarium), Elena

jaghmlu sabih. Barra li hija hela ta’ (Ecohive), Desirée Falzon, Victor Falzon,
Victor Falzon L-Editur Mark Gauci, Myles McClean, Marie Vella
(BOV)

Sparvier
Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus

Klabb Huttaf

Klabb Huttaf is the junior (under 16) section of

BirdLife Malta. Members

m can attend club activities, like walks,
birdwatching, visits to nature reserves,
boat trips and also do environmental work

B receive ll-Auttafa every two months.

Your family too can become member, and you

will then get Bird’s Eye View magazine too.

Annual subscription is €10 for Klabb Huttaf

and €20 for Family.
. cheaper now!
Kuntatti

tel 21347645 / 21347646

emergency injured bird 79255697

address 57/28 Triq Abate Rigord
Ta’ Xbiex XBX 1120

email info@birdlifemalta.org

website www.birdlifemalta.org

© BirdLife Malta, October 2022

L-isparvier huwa wahda mit-tajr tal-priza li jpassu minn fug Malta
fir-rebbiegha u fil-harifa. Ghalkemm jidher kull sena, I-isparvier
mhux speci komuni. Huwa ghasfur tal-foresti, u I-ispecjalita
tieghu huwa li jzigg b’heffa qalb is-sigar biex jagbad il-priza, li
s-soltu jkunu ghasafar zghar.
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136 maqfulin... u mehlusin.

F’Settembru I-pulizija ghamlet
rejd f’ghalga ta’ wiehed nassab
f’Hal Ghaxag. Sabulu mhux ingas
minn 136 ghasfur (lista hawn taht)
mizmumin f’kundizzjonijiet tal-
biza’. Unhud langas setghu jimxu
bil-hmieg imwahhal ma’ saqajhom,
ohrajn kellhom ir-rix imgasgas.
Ir-rejd sar bis-sahha ta’ taghrif li

L-ghasafar kienu ta’ 18-il speci u Ikoll imharsin bil-ligi:

16-il swejda (green sandpiper)

16-il swejda ¢ara (wood sandpiper)
16-il pispisella (common sandpiper)
16-il verdun (greenfinch)

13-il monakella (little ringed plover)
12-il sponsun (chaffinch)

9 tertuxiet (little stint)

9 ekri (siskin)

8 sponsuni (chaffinch)

5 monakelli primi (ringed plover)
5 apparelli (serin)

3 fras-servjenti (black-winged stilt)

biex jisparalhom hux!

gabru shabna tal-ghagda CABS.
Prosit CABS!

L-ghasafar iccekkjahom vet
u nhelsu mill-BirdLife fir-riserva
naturali tal-Ghadira. Ohrajn
inzammu ghal xi zmien ghal iktar
kura.

X’hasra li I-vizzju tal-insib tal-
ghasafar f’Malta ghadu ma ngatax.

Ghamilthom
plus u l-answer
gieni 71,322.

2 gahgah (tree sparrow) :&
2 tertuxiet grizi (Temminck’s stint) g

1 gardell (goldfinch)

1 isfar (yellow wagtail)

1 dizz ahmar (red-throated pipit)
1 cewcewwa (greenshank)

Ighira imma importanti

Hdejn il-Qawra hemm gzira zghira jisimha I-Ponta tal-Qawra. Ftit
gimghat ilu dil-gzira giet imharsa bil-ligi, jigifieri kac¢a ma tistax’ issir
iktar minn fugha. Ghalkemm zghira hija importanti. Ghaliex? Ghax il-
Ponta tal-Qawra gieghda fid-dahla tal-bajja tas-Salina, u minn fugha
jghaddu hafna ghasafar li jkunu sejrin jistriehu fir-riserva naturali tas-
Salina. Xieraq li hadd ma jkun ged jistenniehom fid-dahla bil-mohbi

=0

— Fi Spanja I|-glied bil-

barri gieghed dejjem

jonqos. Minn 648
bullfights organizzati fI-2009, in-
numru nizel ghal 349 fl-2019.
Hafna nies m’ghadhomx jiehdu
gost jaraw annimali jinhaqru. Fejn
dari la corrida kienet megjusa
l-isport nazzjonali ta’ Spanja,
illum hafna jsejhulha I-misthija

nazzjonali!
s N

Lura l| llal'...

kienet
mal-Indja

c-Cita

Dari
® mifruxa
kollha. Imma bil-kacca

u l-gerda tal-habitat, sal-1952
kienet estinta. Issa, wara li saru
[-istudji, tmien ¢ita min-Namibja
ttiehdu I-Indja u ntelqu f’park
nazzjonali kbir. llkoll ghandhom
radio collar m’'ghonghom biex
ix-xjenzati jibgghu jsegwuhom u
jistudjawhom.

" Qorti fl-Afrika t’lsfel
— e tatx permess lill-
kumpanija Shell biex

tfittex iz-zejt f'qiegh |-Ocean
Indjan. It-tfittix jinvolvi hsejjes
gawwijin fil-bahar, wiehed kull
10 sekondi bla waqgfien ghal
hames xhur shah. ll-fawna tal-
bahar tbati hafna b’dan I-istorbju
specjalment annimali sensittivi
ghall-hoss bhal balieni u dniefel.



Fil-gnien ghandi pjanta tax-g
xorbett li kibret u nfirxet mhux X
hazin. Ix-xorbett inhobbha
ghax twarrad fil-harifa fi zmien
meta hafna pjanti ohra jkunu
ghajjenin wara sajf nixfa.
In-nahal u I|-friefet ihobbuha
hafna. Minbarra I-fjuri, il-frieghi
folti tax-xorbett jiffurmaw
gungla zghira li taghti kenn il
hafna annimali zghar. Meta

nkun fil-gnien dejjem nittawwal

galb il-frieghi biex nara x’insib.

Rakkettistramh!

Is-sena I-ohra jiena u nfittex
galb il-frieghi tax-xorbett, rajt
gisu ballun zghir griz. Kien
imdendel b’hafna hjut irqaq
bejn il-frieghi. Hmm, dan
poggieh xi hadd! Meta harist
iktar mill-grib indunaijt li ma
kienx ezatt ballun ghax il-parti
ta’ fuq kienet ¢atta, gisha
borza bl-ghatu. Xi stramberija!

Missejtha bil-mod. Ma
¢caqalqitx. Ma ppruvajtx niftah
[-ghatu ghax jekk kien hemm
annimal mohbi fiha ghax-xitwa
kont infixklu jew inweggghu.

.
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ta’ tikek ileqqu. Gibt il-lenti u
bdejt nidhaq bil-pjacir meta
ndunaijt li dawk it-tikek kienu
brimb zghar!

Sewwa kont hsibt. L-omm

d

%

uozje I0JIA

] b brimba kbira kienet forS|.w'asIet blgx tmgt,
e \\ tal-widien  ghalhekk nisget dak il-pokit tal-
W S° \\\ (mara) harir, biedet il-bajd fih, ghalgitu
/ \) u dendlitu go xibka harir. Meta

waslet ir-rebbiegha u t-temp
«lbbnazza, iz-zghar fagqgsu,
gerrmu togba fl-ghatu u hargu
biex jibdew hajjithom!
Xi gmiel, hux!

Bl-Ingliz
lobed
argiope.

Allura bdejt nahseb: Dawk il-hjut
min seta’ ghamilhom? Tghid
brimba? Imma brimba mhux
ghangbuta taghmel? Imbaghad
ftakart li ftit granet gabel kont rajt
brimba kbira tal-widien mdendla
f’ghangbuta fl-istess post. Hmm,
tghid dik il-haga hi ghamlitha?

Mijietitagtikek!

U hekk kien! Ghamilt xitwa
shiha nohrog nosserva dak il-
pakkett stramb, u kwazi gtajt galbi 8
li niskopri x’kienet. Imma gurnata
minnhom mort nic¢ekja u sibt
il-pakkett miftuh u madwaru mijiet

\ A N |
»

~ woz[e4 a9i1seq

Ballun brimb ghadu
kemm fagqgas mill-
pakkett!
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L-Ghasafar KOLLHA ta’ Malta

F’Malta s’issa dehru ftit iktar minn 400 speci ta’ ghasafar. Xi spe¢i huma komuni, ohrajn rari, uhud izuruna
ftit granet fis-sena, ohrajn jghixu maghna s-sena kollha. F’dis-sensiela ged ingibu 1-lista kollha! Dawn huma,
Numuri 31 sa 40...

Isem Malti
Blongun Prim

~] Isem Ingliz

Great Crested Grebe
Isem xjentifiku
Podiceps cristatus

Isem Malti

Blongun Sekond
Isem Ingliz
Black-necked Grebe
Isem xjentifiku
Podiceps nigricollis

Isem Malti

F jamingu

Isem Ingliz

Greater Flamingo
Isem xjentifiku
Phoenicopterus roseus

Isem Malti

Tudun tal-Gebel
Isem Ingliz

Rock Dove

Isem xjentifiku
Columba livia

Isem Malti

Tudun tas-Sigar
Isem Ingliz

Stock Dove
Isem xjentifiku
Columba oenas

Isem Malfti

Tudun

Isem Ingliz

Common Woodpigeon
Isem xjentifiku
Columba palumbus

Isem Malfti

Gamiema

Isem Ingliz

European Turtle-dove
Isem xjentifiku
Streptopelia turtur

Isem Malti

Gamiema tal-Kullar
Isem Ingliz

Eurasian Collared Dove
Isem xjentifiku
Streptopelia decaocto

Isem Malti

Gamiema tal-Ilwien
Isem Ingliz

Laughing Dove

Isem xjentifiku
Spilopelia senegalensis

Isem Malfti
Ganga ta’ Spanja

Isem Ingliz

Black-bellied Sandgrouse
Isem xjentifiku
Pterocles orientalis

Lista approvata minn BirdLife Malta. Ghalkemm xi spe¢i maghrufin b’iktar minn isem wiehed, dawn huma I-ismijiet uffi¢jali
bil-Malti li tuza BirdLife Malta. L-ismijiet bl-Ingliz u xjentifi¢ci huma dawk li tuza BirdLife International (www.birdlife.org)

L™

NATURAIment £

A

Titilfuhx!

Programm imtella’ minn BirdLife Malta
fl-okkazjoni tas-60 sena mit-twaqqif taghha

Fug NET TV
Kull nhar ta’ Hamis
Fid-9.35pm

e|lo/ Aey ‘BIYORD SluBQ ‘UOZ|[e JOOIA ‘HUB] UOIY MBIy

nue| uOJj‘—{J;_ﬂéM‘: ;..
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Rockpools are formed when rainwater
fills hollows in rocks formed through
many years of erosion.

These rockpool habitats have two

stages in a year, the first stage occurs

when the pools fill with rainwater and

the second occurs in summer when
y they dry up due to evaporation.

Rockpools are referred to as being
ephemeral meaning that they last for a
short time.

Various plants and algae inhabit these
freshwater rock pools, these include
the Maltese Waterwort (l-elatine) and
the Maltese Horned - pondweed
(ilFharira tal-ilma).

There are also many aquatic insects
which call this habitat home. These
include microcrustaceans, such as the
Common Copepod (il-kopepodu tal-
ghadajjar), Freshwater shrimps such
as the Fairy Shrimp (il-gamblu tal-
ghadajjar) and the Water Flea (iz-
zaghrun tal-gwiebi). Other organisms
like the Tadpole Shrimp (il-gamblu
tal-elmu), are also found in this habitat
however, they are extremely rare.

During the dry season, some species
move out of the rock pool and return
when conditions become favourable,
while some species have specially
adapted to the habitat and remain
dormant in the soil during the dry
stage only to remerge during the wet
stage.

NERA

Habitats in Malta
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asshopPe’
slender Red-Wind:

ll-gurati huma interessanti. Perezempju hafna

gurati jikkomunikaw bejniethom billi jsaffru u
jpespsu, kwazi bhall-ghasafar. U ghandhom

widnejhom... firkubbtejhom! X’hasra li tant

BlaeswingeaiGrdssiivEEE nies jibzghu minnhom bla bzonn!
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THE BEAUTY AND DANGER IN THE
FASCINATING WORLD OF CORAL REEFS

What is a coral?

: MALTA NATIONAL
Corals are not plants or rocks... they are actually animals! AQUARlUM

They are the cousins of sea anemones and jellyfish. The hard
structure we see is actually the skeleton of the animal, who
hides inside it as a little ‘worm’ called polyp! They can also
have tiny algae living inside their cells. These algae produce
lots of food for the coral to survive and, in exchange, get free
rent and can live nice and cosy inside the coral!

Why are corals important?

Many sea creatures live there! Coral reefs occupy only
0.1% of all the ocean surface, but yet host 25% of all
marine species!

Scientists have found that many of the substances
produced by corals can also be used as human
medicine. Now that’s cool!

The reef acts like a big wall that protects the houses of
the people by the shore from waves, storms and even
tsunamis.

Among so many other things.. not to mention, they are
beautiful and have been on the planet for over 500 million
years, and that’s enough reason to protect them!

TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE
IN OUR CORAL QuUIZ!

2 Y
1. Corals are: N
The problem of coral ¥!' ) Racke AL
. £ b) Plants AR
b'eaChlng.u Jr c) Ani . . e
mals related to jellyfish and anemo e
When the temperature gets too hot, the algae 15 nes »

2 . H 2L "
are expelled from. inside the coral, making ‘,"':"' 2. What lives inside the cells of some tropical corals? _;,:“
them become white and can end up even @ % a)Algae P o
dying in the long term. = b) Trees r Ep',

L

c) Worms

3. What is the main cause of coral bleaching?
a) Cold water
b) Hot water

c) Plastic pollution o
y: Answers: 1.C, 2.A, 3.B .
% gl %

P . . 4

10 WWW.AQUARIUM.COM.MT
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Kingfishers are
colourful birds.
They catch fish from
lakes and rivers.

Good places to

see kingfishers are
Ghadira, Is-Simar

and Salina nature
reserves. Sit in the
birdwatching hides, be
quiet and patient, and
\\ you may be lucky to

\ watch the king fishing!

Be Nice te Nature

Birds get hungry in winter because all the juicy
insects hide away in their nests and shelters. So
set up a bird table and put out nice things fer them
To eat. 11's easy to make a bird table. Just a piece
of wood stuck Te a breemstick, like in the picture
(¢get a grown-up Te help you with sharp teels). Stick
the thing in the seil in yoeur garden, or in a flower
poT filled with sand. Put out feed like cake crumbs,
crushed biscuifs and seeds and watch the hungry
sparroews nibble that delicious snack. Be nice te
nature! Thank you.

Fun Days'

SIL

We at Kiabb Huttat o2 ’
do lots of fun activities and .6‘

--,: M adventures for you and your f _ ‘
/ !

] A family. To learn about our next ¢
- A
2 Blrd ; lfp_. awesome activity check

out our website!
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Club

'm Myles McClean, | am 13t
birding for the pas
|d and | have been DI

éea;ros Not long ago, BirdLife Malta startic(jj
: astl)irding club for fellow birderds trl:\y 3?,?) 2nd

i | joined the

nger. This summer nec .
Sr,::alrjeg;tre some of my best pirding trips.

Hi everyone,

Ta’ Cené boat trip July 2022

In July we met other birdwatchers at Cirkewwa for a boat trip
around Ta’ Cené cliffs looking for Scopoli’s shearwaters. Only
20 minutes in we saw our first 'raft. Soon after, we saw many
Scopoli’s shearwaters flying and rafting on the surface right next
to the boat — some people spotted a distant Yelkouan Shearwater
too. It was great to see the huge Ta’ Cen¢ cliffs so close and to enjoy the
wonderful sunset. On checking his photos after the trip, one member found he had photographed a very rare
Cory’s shearwater, which is very hard to tell from the much more common Scopoli’s.

Marsaskala boat trip August 2022

Another boat trip, but this one was to go looking for the
amazing black terns. We had also heard from fellow birdwatchers
that there was an extremely rare Swinhoe’s storm-petrel about,
which raised many hopes! We headed out at sea, passing | .
by the fish farms where hundreds of black terns were doing !
L
Fﬂ

acrobatics in the air. We enjoyed watching and taking pictures of
them. At this time of year the terns are not all-black but changing
into their winter plumage. We also observed many European
storm-petrels sitting and flying on the water — at one point we
also saw a loggerhead turtle relaxing at the surface! Finally,
we were lucky to spot the Swinhoe’s storm-petrel and get
good record shots. | was impressed how much bigger it was
than the European storm-petrels.

loggerhead ~ |
turtle :

““ European
St storm-
- petrel

Buskett september 2022

We visited Buskett a number of times to do some raptor watching. From
around 4pm to 7pm is the best time to see birds of prey. The first time | went
| didn’t get very good views of birds like marsh-harriers but | did see a flock
of bee-eaters, a small flock of 3 turtle-doves, a golden oriole and a scarce
roller, which was a 2lifer for me.

My second trip was much better. | got fantastic views of many flocks

of bee-eaters and raptors such as marsh-harriers, honey-buzzards, black European
kite, hobby and osprey. Other birders also spotted an Eleonora’s falcon. hee-eater

X | urge you young birdwatchers to join BirdLife Malta’s
Young Birders Club. It will teach you lots of things and
most of all you’ll see birds you’ve never seen before.

Traft. A group of seabirds resting together on the surface
of the water
2lifer. A new bird on the birdwatcher’s list

All photos on this page by Myles McClean 4 ‘
e

12 The Young Birders Club is part of Klabb Huttaf. To join the group ask your parents to contact

Nick Galea on nicholas.galea@birdlifemalta.org



Part 4

UJOUJ! Migration brings out the best

in physical achievement. Human
Olympic feats pale in comparison.

For distance . ..

The Arctic Tern holds the record for the longest migration
journey: a round trip of 7 1,000km, all the way from the
Arctic to Antarctica and back. That’s like walking
the length of Malta 2630 times! Oh, and it does
this epic trip every year.

_ Arctic Tern
Cirlewwa tal-Artiku

For endurance ...

For endurance, nobody beats the Bar-tailed Goduwit. This
wader can fly 11,200km nonstop for eight days. That’s
right, nonstop! No stopping to rest or sleep or eat. Next
time you take part in a race and you feel tired, remember

For altitude . ..

Domestic geese are big, heavy birds waddling about
in a farmyard. UWild geese are very different. So don’t
be surprised to learn that the Bar-headed Goose
holds the record of the bird that flies highest. These
birds fly at a whopping altitude of 8800m (that's
almost 9km) above sea level, as they sail over the
Himalayas in India... with no oxygen masks!

Bar-headed
Goose

1 < T
Great Snipe

Bekkace ta’ Mejju

at speeds of 96km/h. On our roads that would
earn it a few speeding tickets!

o

If you go to Is-Simar nature
Text Mark Gauci + Drawings Victor Falzon reserve, you will see this page l 3

as a nice big board!
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HELLO TFAL!

Jien Nina,

Qed niktbilkom ghax ghandi bzonn ftit ghajnuna fuq progett tal-iskola
mil-lezzjoni tal-Istudji Soéjali. Mid-dehra x-xoghol ghamiltu ftit
bil-ghagla u [-ismijiet u [-istampi Rawwadthom. Tistghu tghinuni ftit biex
nirrangahom, billi tqabblu bil-viege4?

L-Ghasfur Nazzjonalij ta’ Malta W
IDNET IL-BAHAR

* MICTORFALZON

ARON TANT)

Il-Pjanta Nazzjonali ta’ Malta

L-GHARGHAR
Il-Ruta Nazzjonali ta’ Malta
IL-MERILL
Is-Sigra Nazzjonali ta’ Malta
IL-BUZAQQ

GRAZZ| TAL-GRAJNUNA TAGHKOM!

Issued by Bank of Valletta p.l.c.. 58, Trig 5an Zakkarija, ll-Belt Valletta VLT 1130, BOV

Bank of Valletta p.l.c. is a public limited company regulated by the MFSA and is licensed to carry out the business of

banking in terms of the Banking Act {Cap. 371 of the Laws of Malta). Bank Of Valletta

14
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ll-bomblu iswed huwa I-ikbar nahla li
P> ghandna Malta. Huwa wkoll wahda mill-
ikbar nahal fl-Ewropa!

L-isem xjentifiku tal-bomblu iswed huwa ll-bomblu iswed jiekol nektar u polin mill-

Xylocopa violacea. ll-kelma xylocopa gejja fjuri. Izur diversi spe¢i ta’ pjanti u huwa
> mill-Grieg u tfisser qattiegh tal-injam! Anke 'dakkar tajjeb.

bl-Ingliz jismu large carpenter bee. Carpenter

huwa mastrudaxxa! Meta I-mara tbid, thalli ballun polin ma’ kull
bajda biex meta x-xaghat ifaqqas isib mill-
ll-bomblu iswed ghandu xedaq b’sahhtu. Dan ewwel x’jiekol.
> juzah biex ihaffer mina fl-injam, bid-dahla

tonda. Din il-mina tintuza jew biex il-mara

tbid fiha jew ghar-raqda tax-xitwa.

Bhal xi nahal iehor, il-bomblu iswed ghandu
xewka f’tarf il-warrani. Din ix-xewka juzaha
biex jiddefendi ruhu.
ll-bomblu iswed spiss juza gqasab niexef biex
> ibejjet fih. Fil-fatt isem iehor ghal dan l-insett
huwa nahla tal-gasab.

Ghalkemm jidher xi ftit tal-biza’ I-bomblu
iswed mhux aggressiv. Trid tittantah biex idur
ghalik! Nuru rispett u nhalluh bi kwietu.

v Vv Vv V

> ll-bomblu iswed huwa insett solitarju, jigifieri
ma jghixx fi gruppi bhan-nahla tal-ghasel.

uozje I0JIA

> ll-bomblu iswed ma jaghmilx ghasel.

'dakkar. Annimal li jgorr polin minn fjuri ghal ohra u bis-sahha t’hekk il-
fjura tiddakkar u ssir frotta u zerriegha
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