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Jien minn dejjem kont inhobb
[-annimali. Ghalhekk meta kont
zghir (xi elf sena ilu :) kont nagbez
bil-ferh meta nisma’ li Malta gej xi
cirku (circus).

“Jahuu! Gejjin I-iljuni u t-tigri.” U
kont niffitta lil missieri biex johodni.

Kont ghadni ma nafx li dawk
I-annimali kienu mdejqgin u
mahqurin. U bhali hafna nies
ohrajn ma kinux jafu dan. lllum
kulhadd jaf u b’xorti tajba hafna
pajjizi m’ghadhomx ihallu €irki
bl-annimali jidhlu. Kburi li Malta
wahda minn dawn il-pajjizi.

Imma jekk ic-cCirki spiccaw minn
Malta, iz-zuwijiet ma spi¢cawx.
Anzi donnhom qged jizdiedu.

Kontu tafu li Malta hawn 64
tigra, 20 iljun, 11-il leoparda u 24

mill-editur
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Ritratt ta’ Victor Falzon

puma? U hafna annimali ohrajn,
b’kollox kwazi 400, u ged jizdiedu.
Ghaliex ged jizdiedu?

Ghax bhali (meta kont zghir)
hafna nies ikollhom kurzita biex
jaraw iljun ta’ vera. Ghalhekk
ihallsu biex izuru dal-postijiet halli
jiskantaw lejn il-pantera u forsi
jiehdu ritratt ma’ ferha ta’ tigra.

Li n-nies ma jafux hu li dawn
il-povri annimali msakkrin f’gagga
jew f’bitha huma mdejqgin. Imdejgin
ghax geghdin f’habs flok fl-ambjent
naturali taghhom.

Fin-natura, tigra wahda timrah
fuq medda art imgar dags
Ghawdex kollu! Tiggerra wara
I-priza fugq gholjiet, muntaniji,
xmajjar u gungli.

Mela bitha tal-konkos?!

In-nies ma jafux jew
forsi ma jimpurtahomx.
Intom tafu, imma
jimpurtakom?

Jekk xi hadd
jghidilkom: “Naf wiehed
ghandu ljun, trid
niehdok tarah?” intom
xi twiegbu? Hmm...

Insomma happy
holidays guys!

v cto

Victor Falzon
L-Editur

Violet Dropwing Trithemis annulata

Il-vjolett huwa wiehed minn xi 16-il speci ta’ mazzarell li jidhru
St Malta. Jingharaf ghax |-uniku wiehed vjola. Il-vjolett tfacca Malta
l-ewwel darba 15-il sena ilu. Jghidulu dropwing ghax meta
jistrien spiss idendel gwinhajh 'l isfel. U jhobb ukoll jipponta
denbu dritt ’il fug! Annimal sabih immens.

Konna habbarnieh f'll-Auttafa 82
f'Ottubru 2007
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Klabb Huttaf is the junior (under 16) section of

BirdLife Malta. Members

m can attend club activities, like walks,
birdwatching, visits to nature reserves,
boat trips and also do environmental work

B receive ll-Auttafa every two months.

Your family too can become member, and you

will then get Bird’s Eye View magazine too.

Annual subscription is €10 for Klabb Huttaf

and €20 fOI’ Famlly It's even
. cheaper now!
Get in touch -p
tel 21347645 / 21347646 &
emergency injured bird 79255697
address 57/28 Triq Abate Rigord
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Istrina! Dan /l-Huttafa
jafha bl-amment!

Mel’ahjar minni

ghax 'qas biss
naf nagra!
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F’dar-ritratt helu naraw familja =5
ta’ monakell: omm u erba’
flieles dags nitfa. Dawn il-flieles
ghadhom kemm faqgqsu friski friski
fir-riserva naturali tal-Ghadira. ;

Il-monakella  (little  ringed B
plover) tbejjet kwazi kull sena B
|-Ghadira. Dis-sena hemm =

' erba’ pari monakell bil-bejta. |
Nawgurawlhom success. -

]
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Qed nara
kollox imzelleg!|

Jekk nimxi ftit
iehor nohrog
mir-ritratt!

nue| uoly

Ejja
nilaghbu
oli.

F’ll-Auttafa 163,
April 2021
pe
> Is-sena |-ohra hadu bi¢cca art

& kbira f'Ta’ Qali u ged jibdluha
7> f'dezert ahdar — art kbira catta
Z— miksija bit-terf. Taparsi park.

Issa xi hadd holom li jeqred
bicca ohra minn Ta’ Qali, u din
hafna ikbar mit-taparsi park. Fiha
jridu jibnu ‘villagg sportiv’, jigifieri
xi hmistax-il grawnd + salt bini,
gyms, lukandi, ristoranti, hwienet u
parkeggi. Medda art ta’ 207,000m?

— dags ir-rahal tal-Imgarr. Skont il-
ligi din I-art hija ODZ, jigifieri mhux
suppost tinbena.

lllum hemm art miftuha mimlija
hamrija, sejjieh, harrub, baijtar,
lewz, tin, ¢ipress u fjuri. U zanzin
tan-nahal u tisfir u ghana tal-buful,
bucaqq, pitirrossi, psiepes u vjolini.

Nisperaw li dil-gennata ta’ zvilupp
ma ssirx, halli I-berah f’pajjizna ma
jkomplix jongos.

Dagqs ir-rahal tal-imgarr!

Rispisellajtax;Xifa
iTerek¢Sandpiper

Aron Tanti

Pernicjotta
CollarediPratincole

Aron Tanti

Zew( ghasafar rari li ntlemhu mill-berdwocers tal-
BirdLife f’dawn I-ahhar gimghat kienu pernic¢jotta u
pispisella tax-xifa.

It-tnejn huma tajr tax-xatt (waders jew shorebirds),
ghasafar li jghaddu kwazi hajjithom kollha hdejn
[-ghadajjar jew f’xatt il-bahar. Fil-fatt il-pernicjotta
ntlemhet fir-riserva naturali tas-Salina, u |-pispisella
fir-riserva naturali tal-Ghadira.

Xismijiet strambi! Innutajtu li mungar il-pispisella
tax-xifa mhuwiex dritt imma milwi ftit ’il fug? Jixbah
ftit lil dik il-bic¢a ghodda bil-ponta li juza I-iskarpan
biex itaqgab il-glud taz-zraben. Din I-ghodda
jghidulha xifa.

ll-perni¢jotta jisimha 4
hekk ghax id-disinn
tar-rix ta’ rasha jixbah lil
speci ta’ ghasfur smin jghidulu perni¢a — imma hija
izghar, u ghalhekk pernic¢-jotta. ll-pernici (partridges)
ma jidhrux Malta.

xifa

=
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Pianta mimlija hajia

F’ll-Auttafa li ghaddiet
kont ghedtilkom li nhobb
ghax dil-pjanta tant tigbed
hajja lejha. Fir-rebbiegha u
fis-sajf il-hin kollu niskopri
affarijiet godda galb il-weraq
tal-buzbiez. U hekk hu — dax-
xahar rajt haga mhux biss li
kienet gdida, imma li wkoll
sabiha tal-ghageb!

XI hmistax ilu hrigt
filghodu bhas-soltu biex
niccekkja I-hajja fuq il-pjanti.
Kelli lenti halli affarijiet zghar

ma jaharbulix. Fuq fergha tal-

buzbieza sibt haga tant
stramba li ghall-ewwel
hsibt xi hadd ghamilli
cajta! Rajt ringiela hjut
irgaq u puliti, u fit-tarf
ta’ kull hajta kien hemm
boc¢ca zghira bajda.

Hmm, tghid in-
nannakoli diga bdew
izejnu ghall-Milied?
Imma f’"Mejju kmieni wisq
hux! :)

Insomma, jien hadt
xaba’ ritratti u kuljum hrigt
nicéekkjahom halli nara
jinbidlux b’xi mod. Dhalt fl-
Internet u bdejt infittex imma
langas kont naf x’nagbad
nittajpja fis-search!

Fl-ahhar, bis-sahha tal-
image search, sibt x’kienu.
Kienu bajd tal-bizzilla!

[I-bizzilla hija insett
zghir ahdar delikat hafna, bi
gwienah fini b’hafna vini rgaq
gishom... bizzilla! Bl-Ingliz
nghidulha /acewing.

T s o e e g ¢
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Desirée Falzon
Detektiv

uozje I0IA

L-isem xjentifiku ta’
dawn l-insetti huwa
Chrysoperla.

a

~
Daqgs proprju

jiekol |-afidi (aphids) ... u
hekk kienu ged jaghmlu!
Qrajt li f'gurnata wahda
dudu tal-bizzilla kapaé¢i jiekol
mitt afida! Mhux ta’ b’xejn
li wara ftit jiem I-afidi li kien
hemm fuq iz-zokk sparixxaw.
Waww, dak guh!

uoze eauseq

L-afidi spiss jinfestaw pjanti u
hxejjex. ll-bizzilla mhux biss
sabiha imma tghin lill-bidwi u lill-
gardinar jikkontrollaw I-afidi!

Jien gieli rajt bizzilla fil-gnien |
imma lanqgas f'mitt sena ma kont
nobsor li tbid dagshekk sabin! '\

Sintendi, issa kelli genn biex
nara Xx’ifaqgas minn dak
il-bajd! Imma ghalkemm
ic¢ekkjajthom
kuljum ma rnexxilix
nagbadhom fl-att!
Imma wara xi granet
rajt iz-zghar wara li
faggsu. Gharafthom
ghax kont grajt
u fittixt fughom
fil-kotba li ghandi.
Kont grajt ukoll li &%

d-dUdu tal-bIZZIIIa i}@\ Issa sew, b
& i Bizzilla
A 2 lir-regina!

Dawn il-vini
fini tawha
l-isem bizzilla
u lacewing.

Nghaddu
minn fuq jew

minn taht

l-istampa? |
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L-Ghasafar KOLLHA ta’ Malta

F’Malta s’issa dehru ftit iktar minn 400 specéi ta’ ghasafar. Xi spe¢i huma komuni, ohrajn rari, uhud izuruna
ftit granet fis-sena, ohrajn jghixu maghna s-sena kollha. F’dis-sensiela ged ingibu 1-lista kollha! Dawn huma,

numru 11 sa 20...

Isem Malfti

Serra Bajda

Isem Ingliz

Smew

Isem xjentifiku
Mergellus albellus

Isem Malti

Serra

Isem Ingliz

Red-breasted Merganser
Isem xjentifiku

Mergqus serrator

Isem Malti

Kuluvert Ahmar
Isem Ingliz

Ruddy Shelduck
Isem xjentifiku
Tadorna ferruginea

Isem Malti

Brajmla Prima

Isem Ingliz
Red-crested Pochard
Isem xjentifiku

Netta rufina

Isem Malti
Brajmla Hamra
Isem Ingliz
Ferruginous Duck
Isem xjentifiku
Aythya nyroca

Isem Malti
Serra Prima

{ Isem Ingliz

Goosander

i Isem xjentifiku

Mergus merganser

Isem Malti

Kuluvert tas-Salib
Isem Ingliz
Common Shelduck
Isem xjentifiku
Tadorna tadorna

Isem Malti
Sarsella Mnaqgxa

“.] Isem Ingliz

Marbled Teal
Isem xjentifiku
Marmaronetta angustirostris

Isem Malti
Brajmla

Isem Ingliz
Common Pochard
Isem xjentifiku
Aythya ferina

Isem Malti

Brajmla tat-Toppu
Isem Ingliz

Tufted Duck

Isem xjentifiku
Aythya fuligula

Lista approvata minn BirdLife Malta. Ghalkemm xi spe¢i maghrufin b’iktar minn isem wiehed, dawn huma I-ismijiet uffi¢jali
bil-Malti li tuza BirdLife Malta. L-ismijiet bl-Ingliz u xjentifi¢ci huma dawk li tuza BirdLife International (www.birdlife.org)

Kemm narmu
skart fil-bahar!

Intom il-bnedmin ghadkom tahsbu li
d-dar taghna hija I-mizbla taghkom.

Meta nsemmu l-iskart fil-bahar kulhadd jahseb fil-plastik. Imma mhux
plastik biss narmu fil-bahar! Din Il-istampa turina kemm f’Malta rmejna
skart tal-bini fil-bahar mill-2004 sal-2018.

uoZ[e 10J0IA “NUBL UOLY INRINY

uozjed 0117




Il-Huttafa 170 « Gunju 2022 « p6

HlejjAq MOHbiJa fil-BaHaR

Desirée Falzon Desirge Fafzgn

Gharusa
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Hafna nies jibi/gh ill- r
huma predaturi imma-ahna l-bne__d/mm
il-priza taghhom! Ghalhekk flok stme

jmissn{\ nuruhom rispett.

Fid-dinja s’issa nafu b’xi 45,000 : 1
F'Malta hawh %1400 speéi imma hafna minnhom

ghadna ma nafux xi-speéi huma. Dawn lijidhrul ’
Pdin il-pagna nafu/mi quna pe/rb, w'gew biex *

.7 ~. Brimba .
tal-widien
. i 4
Lobed argiope -
> ot

Kont taf 1i
mhux il-brimb £
Kkollha jaghmlu ¢ R Erimbatk ./ /
l-ghangbut. Imma | - ( /N Ktalfjuri .
kollha jaghmlu 5y R
1-harir. Il-harir
materjal tal-ghageb.
Hafif immens imma
b’sahhtu iktar /
mill-azzar!

Garbage line
spider

Napoleon :
spider’s

N

»
‘ SN 5 rbledlcellar

spider, ‘
l \ 7

Ritratti
(Rlief #bri
ta’ Pesirée Falzon)
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Gallina tal-Bahar

Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus

N “
. b -

Ritratt ta’ Aron Tanti mehud fir-riserva naturali tal-Ghadira

L
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Wetlands are areas that form in
between the marine, freshwater and
terrestrial environments.

They are dynamic systems and
undergo annual cycles of changes in
their salt content depending on
rainfall, the proximity to the sea, and
the season.

Plants found in this habitat type must
withstand changes in salinity, so they
have adapted accordingly. For
instance, the Golden Samphire plants
have fleshy leaves that can store
freshwater. Other plants such as the
Shrubby Glasswort and the Twiggy
Glasswort, have very small fleshy
leaves that envelop the stem in order
to prevent water loss.

The Sharp-Pointed Rush, Sea Rush,
and the Common Reed are plants
also typically found in wetlands.

Some coastal wetlands shift between
freshwater and saltwater. These are
capable of supporting species typical
of both freshwater and saline
habitats.

Such wetlands have been termed
‘transitional coastal wetlands’, as
they arise when rainwater collects in
depressions close to the sea, one
such example is |-Ghadira.

These habitats are very important to
migratory and resident birds as they
provide a safe haven.

Environment & Resources
Authority

Habitats in Malta
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@olourathe Eplant

The Maltese rock-centaury flowers
in late spring and doesn’t mind the
dry weather. That’s because it has
a store of water in its fat leaves,
which look a bit like floppy ears.
The plant grows on rocky cliffs near
the sea, and that’s why its Maltese
name is widnet il-bahar. But you
knew that already of course! You

means it only learnt all about it at school. Yes,
grows here and .
nowhere else. because the rock-centaury is our

very own endemic national flower.

Be Nice te Nature

When you go te the beach this summer please don’t pick
snail shells or play with tThem. Remember snails are living
creatures, they are net toys for us te play with! Even

if The shell looks empty, there could be a scared little
hermit crab hiding in There. She’s waiting for you te put
= her shell home dewn so she can scuttle away e safety.

" Be nice to nature. Thank yeu.

4% ClubiDays! 49 FuniDays!
i g ¥ P .‘i': 'k ) A We at Klabb Auttaf "\ M
S )

do lots of fun activities and
' adventures for you and your
family. To learn about our next
awesome activity check

) . out our website!
p 3 154}
-

:
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Studju2| fl-Awstralja
ghamlu skoperta li bilkemm
riedu jemmnu huma stess.
Sabu pjanta kbira hafna
hafna! Mhux twila bhal sigra

imma mifruxa fuqg medda

enormi ta’ 200km? — kwazi

dags l-area ta’ Malta!
ll-pjanta hija Posidonia

australis, tip ta’ alka li tikber

. f'giegh il-bahar bhall-alka
fikbahar ta’ madwarna.
L-istudjuzi hadu kampjuni

(bicciet) ta’ din I-ispec¢i minn
diversi nhawi tal-bahar fil-

, tal-kampjuni

WY TR

punent taI Awstralja Meta
¢ccekkjaw  id-DNA  bdew
ihokku  rashom: id-DNA
kollha kienet
l-istess ezatt. Dan seta’
jfisser biss li -kampjuni gew
kollha mill-istess pjanta.
Kif jista’ jkun? Xi kampjuni
kienu haduhom  180km
boghod minn xulxin! Imma
hekk kien. L-alka tinfirex
billi tkabbar bhal gheruq
(rhizome) lagenba liminnhom
jikbru weraq godda. Ftit ftit
infirxet fug medda art enormi.

Ié-¢cief huwa tajr tal-bahar

li jbejjet fl-irdum. Kull sena
mmorru bil-lanéa biex ingawdu
eluf ta’ cief jistrieh fuq il-bahar

qabel jidlam u jtir lejn il-bejta.
Dis-sena se naghmlu 4 hargiet
f’Lulju. Jekk tixtiequ tigi fittxu
bbukkjaw ghax il-postijiet
jinhatfu!

Dettalji
www.birdlifemalta.org/events

[ )

: ll-pjanta tinfirex xi 35¢m
41 fis-sena. Meta hadmu kemm
B damet biex ksiet dik il-medda
y kollha, sabu li din bdiet tikber
miz-zerriegha... xi 4500
sena ilu! Awejjeg tal-bligh!

t&mm &

A




Lthn? When can we enjoy

bird migration?

In Malta we get bird
migration twice a year:
in spring and in autumn.

Autumn
When the nesting season is
1 over, millions of birds from
northern Europe fly south to look
for places with nice weather and lots
of food to eat. The autumn migration
begins as early as July and some birds
are still migrating in November!
Many birds that pass through Malta
in autumn are still a long way from
where they want to go. They still have the
scary sea and the huge Sahara Desert to
cross. Many birds die on the way.

May

Honey-buzzard

- !
- o

bee-eal ‘

Szp N ——

Spring

From late February, birds that spent the winter

in Africa begin to fly back north. They cross
desert, sea and mountain. It's a race back home
to find the best places to nest. In Maltq, spring
migration is busiest from mid-April to mid-May.

Many birds die or get lost on migration, and

less birds return home.

'/ Mar
We're a stepping stone! Sr—

Malta is a group of islands in the R
Mediterranean Sea. Many birds cross the
Mediterranean Sea when they are migrating,
so Malta is a great place for them to stop if

they get tired. Here they can rest and
get a snack before they continue
their long journey. That’s why millions
of birds visit Malta during their
amazing flight between

Europe and Africa.

Nov

If you go to Is-Simar

nature reserve, you

will see this page as
a nice big board!

boards. We’'ll get Number

This is the second of four
3 in next issue.
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T THEY
A MANGROVE IS A TREE THAT LIVES SO CLOSE TO TI-EIETISEI:EO(F:IS;II'EQSE |1|;1HAAND
ARE FLOODED WITH SALT WATER EVERY DAY AS TH R e
SUBMERGES THEIR ROOTS... AND EVEN THOUGH,J:NGROVE et >
SURVIVE! TOGETHER, THESE TREES CREATE THE

MALTA NATIONAL

AQUARIUM

jon
daptano
:vater. They also P

The soil where mangroves live is
Poor in oxygen - cone roots and
aerial roots help the tree gain
oxygen from air when the roots
are submerged,

They push salt from the ocean
water out through their leaves.
The salt forms crystals on the
leaf surface.

Lots of species populate the
Mmangrove forest! They are even
considered as nurseries, hosting
baby fish whose parents live in
coral reefs, for example... and
this includes even baby sharks!

MANGROVE
SPECIES

14 WWW.AQUARIUM.COM.MT
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ll-lifgha hija rettilu
(reptile) u hija wahda
minn erba’ speci ta’ sriep
li jinsabu Malta.

Bl-Ingliz jisimha leopard snake
minhabba d-dbabar fuq gisimha, li
jfakkru fit-tikek tal-leoparda.

Aktarx li I-lifgha mhix 'indigena f"Malta imma
ddahhlet mill-bniedem f’xi zmien. F’Ghawdex

u fuq Kemmuna I-lifgha ma tinsabx.

Minkejja I-hafna hmerijiet li jemmnu xi nies,
il-lifgha la hi velenuza u lanqgas perikoluza
ghall-bniedem.

li-lifgha titwal sa xi 100¢m, kultant ftit iktar.
Gisimha huwa rqiq u gatt ma jkun ehxen
minn xi 2ém.

lI-?priza favorita tal-lifgha hija grieden imma
tagbad ukoll gremxul u frieh ta’ ghasafar.
Toqtolhom billi titkebbeb maghhom sa ma
jaqtghu nifishom u jmutu.

ll-lifgha thobb postijiet fejn hemm gebel u
zkuk fl-art, bhal xi hajt tas-sejjieh imwaqqa’,
fejn spiss toqghod mohbija taht il-gebel.

indigena. Speci li minn dejjem kienet tghix f’dak il-post
Tpriza. L-annimal li jingabad minn predatur (bl-Ingliz prey)

'il

ll-lifgha tohrog tikka¢¢ja binhar, kultant anke
filghaxija, spe¢jalment wara xi halba xita.

Bhas-sriep I-ohrajn, fix-xhur keshin il-lifgha
ma tantx tkun attiva. Toqghod ghall-kenn fil-
mohba taghha, imma kultant tohrog fi granet
xemxin tax-xitwa.

li-lifgha tbid xi tliet bajdiet tawwalin f'rokna
kennija qalb gebel jew f’hajt tas-sejjieh.

li-lifgha m’ghandhiex x’tagsam mas-serp li
jissemma’ fl-istorja ta’ San Pawl. Is-serp li
gidem lil San Pawl kien aktarx is-serp iswed.

Bhar-rettili kollha ta’ Malta, il-lifgha hija

mharsa bil-ligi. ll-lifgha megjusa ta’ gid ghall-
bniedem, ghax tehlisna minn hafna grieden!

18



IT WAS A VERY WINDY DAY... T S il A\ , e =y = e

AN OUR ECC- WARRIORS WERE HARD AT WORK! T . JUST THE WIND
B — £ e BLOWING IT FROM

WHAT 19 o @ ~ 2 LAND. COME ON
THAT BUZZING 35 WEVE ‘ ) r] ““/ s EVERYONE WE g
. ECOHIVE sy o emaT - musTi'T 6ve vp. S8
S, CC ) rorwous,., | LET'S GET THIC :

?_:& ; . ’ . AND MORE . PLACE CLEAN!

g S PLASTIC KEEPS |
22 © e DA MAGICALLY
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