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Ftit ilu kont ma’ grupp studenti
fir-riserva tal-Ghadira.

Wagqt li mexjin sibna pjanta tal-
fidlogqgom mimlija fjuri. Fil-pront xi
hadd galli:

“Dik il-fjura tista’ tikolha hux?”

Imxejna ftit iehor u rajna roqgha
sabiha ta’ haxixa Ingliza bin-nahal
diehel u hiereg fil-fijuri. Qabez
student iehor u galli:

“Dik iz-zokk taghha tista’ tieklu
hux?”

Hames minuti wara sibna
faggiegha. X’tahsbu I-ewwel haga
li stagsewni? Hekk hu:

“Dik tajba ghall-ikel ser?”

“ll-ahwa!” ghedtilhom bid-dahqa,
“Intom kollox ikel taraw?!”

Haga tajba li nkunu nafu li
l-ikel taghna jigi min-natura. Wara

mill-editur

kollox, minghajr in-natura mmutu
bil-guh!

Imma m’ghandniex inkunu
mohhna biss x’nistghu niehdu min-
natura.

Kif jghid il-qawl Malti: “Tiehu bla
ma trodd sas-swar thott.” Jigifieri
jekk haga tiehu minnha biss u qatt
ma taghti xejn lura, fl-ahhar dik il-
haga tispi¢calek.

Man-natura hekk irridu
nimxu. Meta nhawlu sigra, meta
naghmlu I-kompost, meta nferrxu
z-zerriegha tal-fjuri, meta nibnu
bug hotel jew nest box, meta
narmaw bird table bl-ikel: b’dawn
[-affarijiet nghinu lill-pjanti, lill-
ghasafar, lill-insetti u lill-hamrija.
Inkunu ged nghinu lin-natura ssir
iktar sinjura.

[I-BirdLife tezisti
biex tghin lill-ghasafar
u I-bqgija tan-natura.
Ghalhekk meta ahna
[-membri niehdu
sehem fl-attivitajiet
tal-BirdLife inkunu
wkoll ged nghinu lin-
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Ritratt ta’ Aron Tanti

Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe

Il-kuda zzurna fir-rebbiegha u fil-harifa, fi trigtha bejn I-Ewropa
u |-Afrika. Tieqaf maghna ghal xi granet biex tistrieh ftit. Tfittex
il-berah bhal steppa u xaghri, fejn tferkex qalb il-blat ghal dud
u insetti. Naghrfuha I-iktar ghax meta ttir jispikka denbha abjad
b’disinn iswed forma ta’ T.

1 ile " @ ('

* " WHuttafa 169 April 2022 - 2%

ll-buttuniera (sweet alison

jew sweet alyssum) taghmel
fjuri kwazi s-sena kollha.
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Gamiem &
ghall-gatia

ll-gamiema (European turtle-
dove) nagset sew mid-dinja. FI-
ahhar 40 sena l-gamiem tal-passa
naqas bi 80%. Fil-pajjizi tal-Unjoni
Ewropea huwa kontra I-ligi tagbad
jew jogtol gamiem fir-rebbiegha.
Ghalhekk skantajna meta smajna
li ’Malta rega’ nfetah stagun f’April
ghall-kac¢a tal-gamiem!

Kif jaf kulhadd, fir-rebbiegha
[-ghasafar ibejtu. Meta annimal
ged jispicca mid-dinja, I-ewwel

haga li taghmel biex issalvah hi li
tipprotegih specjalment fi zmien
li jkollu z-zghar.

Ma tridx tkun

Bumistur
Northern Wren

Zanzarell tal-Lvant = |
~ Semi-collared'Flycatcher |

professur biex tifhimha
din.

[I-BirdLife ~ ghamlet
kollox biex il-kaccaturi ma jithallewx
jogtlu gamiem dir-rebbiegha. Anke I|-qgorti f
marret. Imma ta’ xejn, ghax Il-istagun
tal-gtil xorta nfetah. F’April il-kaccaturi
kellhom permess joqtlu 1500 gamiema
(u 2500 summiena). U kif jigri dejjem, mal-
gamiem u s-summien ingatlu hafna ghasafar
ohrajn protetti, spec¢jalment tajr tal-priza u

ghasafar kuluriti bhad-

daqquga tat-toppu u VULN$3ABLE

waerd intenel EXTINCTION
Tal-misthijal!

Fuq bi¢éa art kbira hdejn I-irdum ta’ Ghar Hasan se jibnu
strippa biex fiha jtajru I-mudelli tal-ajruplani! Bhalissa f’din
I-art hemm xaghri u steppa mimlijin pjanti bhal tenghud u
orkidi, u f’hofor fl-irdum ibejjet i¢-¢ief u I-merill. Biex jibnu
I-istrippa ha jordmu kollox u I-post ha jgibuh dezert. U bl-
istorbju tal-mudelli u bid-dwal ha jgerrxu I-ghasafar mill-
habitat taghhom fejn ilhom ibejtu eluf tas-snin.

Gallozz tat-Tikek
Spotted ,

nue| uoly

Erba’ ghasafar rari i
ntlemhu mill-berdwocers
tal-BirdLife f’dawn l-ahhar
gimghat f’pajjizna kienu
bumistur, gallozz tat-
tikek, bufula tal-pavalor - . .
u zanzarell tal-lvant. " Bufula|tal-Pavalor®
Kif taraw mir-ritratti o g Riippell;siWarbler,
ta’ sehibna Aron, ebda .\
minnhom m’ghandu ' :
kuluri spettakolari...
griz, kannella, iswed,
abjad. Imma xorta
gajmu ecitament fost in-
naturalist taghna. Haga
rari dejjem prezzjuza hux!
Specjalment xi annimal
jew pjanta.

uB| uoly
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Ferh ta’
puléinell

Fil-gnien inhobb nizra
I-buzbiez. Minbarra li facli
hafna biex tkabbarha,
dil-pjanta nhobbha hafna

uoz|ed I0JIA

biex jinheba, dan il-farka
ta’ annimal jipproduci dik
ir-raghwa minn go fih u
jinheba fiha mill-predaturi.

% ghax fugha tghidx kemm Fl-istess hin hemm gew
jghixu annimali. Diversi ikun ukoll protett mill-
insetti juzaw il-buzbiez gawwa tax-xemx u r-rih.
jew biex ibidu fih, jew Dan il-larva jibga’
biex jieklu |-weraq, jew biex rajt xi haga iktar skura. Seta’ jaghmel ir-raghwa sakemm

$

jistkennu, u anke jkun hemm
min jikkacéja fih. Ftit ilu ghamilt

kien hemm xi annimal hemm
gew? Iccekkjajt l-erba’ blalen

fl-ahhar jinbidel fadult u jtir I
hemm.

skoperta gdida! raghwa ohrajn li kien hemm, u Ara jirnexxielkx issib dik
; Bhas-soltu hrigt fil-gnien kollha kellhom xi haga fihom! irrraghwa fuq xi pjanta fil-
Brngizain | - biex niccekkja x’se nsib gdid fil- Qallibt fl-Internet u skoprejt kampanja. Jekk issibha,
neura | buzbiez, li bhalissa diga kiber min ged jaghmel ir-raghwa: ikun  ittellifhiex ghax hemm gew ikun
e m gmielu u saru arbuxelli sbieh. il-'larva ta’ insett zghir jghidulu  hemm pulcinell zaghzugh ged
‘(55 Jien u nhares lejn iz-zkuk rajt pul€inell, bl-Ingliz froghopper. jistanbal!

Imma la hija
spitu ma
ghandna

x'tagsam
xejn mal-
cuckoos!

bhal ballun zghir raghwa bajda
fug uhud minnhom.

Ghall-ewwel hsibtu bzieq
u kont se ningibed lura, imma
fl-istess hin ftakart li nies ma
jghaddux mill-gnien tieghi!

“Mmm, allura dik ir-raghwa
bilfors xi haga li ghamel annimal
jew il-pjanta stess,” ghidt filwaqt
li mort ingib il-lenti.

Bhas-soltu, il-lenti kabbritli

Ghalkemm jismu froghopper
dan l-insett m’ghandu x’jagsam
xejn maz-zringijiet! Jghidulu
hekk ghax jagbez hafna,
fil-fatt kapaci jagbez mitt
darba t-tul tieghu stess!
Meta jkun ghadu larva
ma jtirx, allura waqt li
ged jiekol mill-pjanta
li faggas fugha, facli
jigi predatur u jahtfu

%f d-dinja u f'dik il-gatra raghwa ghall-ikel. Ghalhekk
larva. Insett li jkun ghadu zghir, perezempju caterpillar.
s larva? qalbi.
e e e % ‘ ’)
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L-Ghasafar kollha ta’ Maltal

F'Malta s'issa dehru ftit iktar minn 400 speéi ta' ghasafar. Uhud minnhom huma komuni hafna, ohirajn rari hafna;
uhud narawhon ftit granet biss fis-sena, ohrajn jghixu Malta hajjithom kollha. F'din is-sensiela ha nibdew ingibu
liema huma dawn I-ispeci. Dawn huma I-ewwel ghaxra...

) Isem Malti

Al Summiena

Isem Ingliz
Common Quail

| Isem xjentifiku

Coturnix coturnix

Isem Malti

Brajmla Rasha Bajda
Isem Ingliz
White-headed Duck
Isem xjentifiku
Oxyura leucocephala

Isem Malti

Wizza Hamra

Isem Ingliz
Red-breasted Goose

| Isem xjentifiku

Branta ruficollis

Isem Malti

| Wizza tal-Ful

Isem Ingliz
Bean Goose
Isem xjentifiku

8 Anser fabalis

8 Isem Malti

Brajmla Sewda
Isem Ingliz
Common Scoter
Isem xjentifiku
Melanitta nigra

Isem Malti

Cukar

Isem Ingliz
Chukar

Isem xjentifiku
Alectoris chukar

Isem Malti
Cinju

Isem Ingliz
Mute Swan
Isem xjentifiku
Cygnus olor

Isem Malti
Wizza Griza
Isem Ingliz
Greylag Goose
Isem xjentifiku
Anser anser

Isem Malti

Wizza tal-Maskra

Isem Ingliz

Greater White-fronted Goose
Isem xjentifiku

Anser albifrons

Isem Malti
Brajmla tal-Ghajn
Isem Ingliz
§ Common Goldeneye
\ Isem xjentifiku
.. Bucephala clangula

Din hija I-lista approvata minn BirdLife Malta. I-ismijiet bil-Malta huma dawk li tuza BirdLife Malta, ghalkemm hemm ghasafar
maghrufin b’iktar minn isem wiehed. L-ismijiet bl-Ingliz u xjentifici huma dawk li tuza BirdLife International (www.birdlife.org)

Fir-rebbiegha I-ghasafar ikunu bil-bejta. Ghalhekk daz-zmien ikun
hemm hafna frieh fil-bejtiet. Meta I-frieh tal-ghasafar tal-bejt jibdew
jikbru, il-bejta ma tibgax tesaghhom u jkollhom genn biex johordu
minnha, allavolja jkunu ghadhom ma tghallmux itiru. ll-genituri
taghhom jafuh dan, u bil-pacenzja kollha jigru wara uliedhom u

j jitimghuhom sakemm jikbru iktar u jitghallmu jtiru.

Ghalhekk jekk issibu ferh ta’ ghasfur tal-bejt jogmos fl-art (bhal
dan tar-ritratt), tinkwetawx wisq ghax dak mhux mitluf! [I-genituri
tieghu aktarx ged jaraw kollox u ged jistennewk twarrab, halli jinzlu
jkomplu jiehdu hsieb lit-tifel jew tifla taghhom. Sintendi jekk ikun
f’nofs ta’ trig pogguh x’imkien viéin imma fejn ma jkunx fil-periklu.
Imma tihduhx id-dar biex tippruvaw trabbuh intom, ghax ahjar mill-
genituri tieghu zgur m’hemmx.

Eljo/ puB|oY ‘IdnT JIWWeZ 8A8]S “NUEL UolY ey
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When exploring the Maltese
islands, you will come across many
caves in the natural landscape and
coastline.

Caves found across the Maltese
coasts, are formed through wave
action and other natural processes.
Deep caves are formed through
similar processes as those found
along the coastline, however these
are much rarer.

Inside these caves one may find
various flora and fauna which have
adapted to live within them, the
most well-known species of course
being bats. The Maghrebian
Mouse-eared Bat is native to the
islands and has a wingspan of
30-40 cm, making it one of the
\ & largest bat species to occur in
B Malta. These creatures are
- sensitive to both light and sound.

¢ Due to the nature of environment

8 which these species inhabit caves
become extremely sensitive to
human interaction. Due to this,
access to certain caves is restricted,
such is the case for Ghar Dalam
which is also located within a
Natura 2000 site.

Together, the bats and other flora
and fauna within caves form unique
habitats, with some being endemic
to the Maltese Islands.

SUERA

[ ] [ ]
Environment & Resources
Authority
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ll-harira hamra u I-harira
kahla huma fil-fatt I-istess
speci. Dagqa jkollhom fjuri
hamranin, u dagqa kohol.

Fil-kampanija jikbru fjuri fl-istaguni
kollha, anke fl-eqqel tas-sajf. Imma
kif jaf kulhadd I-iktar stagun li fih
jifthu fjuri huwa r-rebbiegha. Dawn
huma ftit mill-hafna fjuri li tistghu
taraw jekk tohorgu ftit fil-kkampanja
fir-rebbiegha.

Ara ssibuhomx kollha.
Dawk li ssibu ttikkjawhom!

£\ :-- B
'éis_tu
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Ritratti Desirée Falzon u Victor Falzon
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baghdan Abjad

Pallia narrier Circus macrourus

RitratttagsAronsianttmenuatiSinnawiial=ajFuport
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HEY, YOU...

MY NAME’S HANK!

MALTA NATIONAL

AQUARIUM

10 FUN FACTS ABOUT
THE OCTOPUS!

1 M%name “Octopus” comes from the ancient Greek words Octo
(eight) and poda (foot).

2. | do not have bones so | can easily squeeze into narrow holes!

3. My 8 arms (ther are not called tentacles!) have a lot of suckers
that | use to crawl.

4. | can also swim very fast... but backwards! Humans call it
jet-propulsion!

5. Don’t try to catch me... | will release a black ink to confuse you
and then run away!

6. My mouth - at the centre of my arms - has a strong beak and |
bite while releasing venom.

7. If you don’t see me... it doesn’t mean I'm not there! | can change
the colour of my skin to blend with the surroundings!

8. | have a blue-ish blood.

9. | have 3 hearts: 2 for Pumping blood through my 2 pairs of gills
so | can breathe, and 1 for the rest of the body.

10. | am really intelligent and humans always want to prove it with
studies and experiments.Give me a jar and | will show you how to
open it from the inside!

BIGGEST?

WHO 1S i ¢ Octopus:

iant pacifi

i n
mfi o m in length:

1 - light blue 2-blue 3-green 4- garkrgreen
5 - yellow 6 - orange 7 -violet 8- gray

10 WWW.AQUARIUM.COM.MT 0@0



The yellow wagtail (isfar in Maltese) is
a lovely little bird with an astonishing
yellow tummy. Many yellow wagtails
visit Malta in spring as they fly from
Africa. They don’t stay long because
they still have a long way to fly home
to nest, somewhere in Europe. While
they are here they rest and gobble up
lots of tiny insects. Yummy!

Mystery poppy
flower daisy

So did you guess last emu

issue’s mystery flower? ape

Yes, it was the pimpernel

Hey, look... (Rarira). It's a small plant bee
that makes tiny flowers in frog
springtime. The flowers of ant
the pimpernel can be blue
or pinkish orange. eel

a punkupine!
There are I I I y
pictures of the
pimpernels on
¢

-
w%\\“’»% ﬁj% s ot

,_ 49 Fun'Days!
% AEA L We at Kiabb Huttat y b, .‘

b < do lots of fun activities and
€ L\~ adventures for you and your
family. To learn about our next
awesome activity check
out our website!

4
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www.birdlifemalta.org/events
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[I-Mixja  ghan-Natura i
ghamilna |-Hadd 27 Marzu
2022 kienet success. Konna b’kollox
47. Imxejna mill-Buskett sas-Salib
tal-Gholja u lura bid-dawra. Mill-
mixja gbarna b’kollox €904.54. Kif
jidher mill-ghatu tal-collection box
helwa li gabitina Kimberly Marie
Gatt, bil-flus se nkabbru I-habitat
fejn tbejjet il-monakella fir-riserva
naturali tal-Ghadira. Grazzi Kimberly
u l-partecipanti kollha, u grazzi lil-
leaders li organizzaw kollox.

Easter]lEggCitement

Minhabba |-Covid konna ilna sentejn ma naghmlu
[-Easter EggCitement, imma dis-sena ergajna bdejna.
Nhar is-Sibt 16 April 2022 attendew total ta’ 74 familja
ghal din l-attivita li ghamilnieha fir-riserva ta’ Foresta
2000. Kemm hadna pjacir infittxu I-bajd tac-Cikkulata
galb is-sigar! Wara, inzilna sar-riserva tal-Ghadira
fejn tgassmu xi premijijiet, u kulhadd kell ¢-¢ans isir
[-annimali favorit taghhom... bis-sahha tal-face paints!

W iééinu u Laskri

Ahbarijiet sbieh u koroh minn madwar id-dinja

Dagshekk gass @

Sa 20 sena ilu fl-Iskandinavja
kollha kien baga’ ingas minn 50
volpi abjad (arctic fox) b’kollox.
Ghalhekk  fin-Norvegja  sar
progett biex jitrabbew u jintelqu
mijiet minn dan l|-annimal
simpatiku u importanti ghall-
ekosistemi. Bis-sahha ta’ dal-
progett illum in-numru tela’ ghal
500. Ghadu xorta numru zghir,
imma x-xjenzati jittamaw i
n-numru ftit ftit ikompli jikber.

Fl-Awstralja hemm hafna
pjanti u annimali endemiéi li ma
ssibhom imkien iktar fid-dinja.
Sfortunatament hafna minnhom
saru rarissmi. Minkejja dan, il-
gvern Awstraljan mhux jaghmel
bizzejjed biex jipprotegihom kif
imiss. Ix-xjenzati jgisu li sa 20
sena ohra 45 speci ta’ annimali
ha jisparixxu mill-Awstralja, u
sa 10 snin ohra se jispiccaw 55
speci ta’ pjanti.

Xi 10 snin ilu I-mexxejja ta
Zurich (belt kbira fl-lzvizzera)
iddecidew li jnaqqsu l-uzu tal-
gass naturali u floku juzaw
energija nadifa. Dan il-gass
huwa fossil fuel li jnammeg l-arja
u jsahhan il-klima. L-lzvizzera
timporta nofs il-gass naturali mir-
Russja. Wara li r-Russja attakkat
lill-Ukrajna, Zurich ged thaffef il-
pass biex jehilsu ghal kollox mix-
Xxiri u l-uzu tal-gass.
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Why do animals migrate? Why do they risk their lives
every year to make long journeys full of danger?

Imagine U are a bird that
lives near a lake, enjoying summer
somewhere in northern Europe,
catching fish and having a great
time.

Hmm, but what happens when
winter comes and your lake freezes
over? Now you cannot catch fish.
If you stay there you'll die cold
and hungry. What you can do is fly
away and look for a place where
the weather is warmer, where water
doesn’t freeze in winter.

So off you go until you find
a place - perhaps around the
Mediterranean - where you can
stay the winter near a lake that
isn't frozen. Phew, that was close!

But in this place summers are hot
and your nice winter lake dries up.
So yes, before summer comes you'll
have to pack up and move again.

The best idea is to fly back north
to the place you know, where your
home lake is not frozen anymore
and where you can catch fish /
again. Barn Swallow Ruttafa

Back home you can now nest
and have a new family, because
there is food for everyone.

Ah, but winter will come again...

)

n

A\
‘?

If you go to Is-Simar
nature reserve, you
will see this page as
a nice big board!

Squacco Heron Russett Isfar

Photographs by Aron Tanti, Ray Galea, Nicholas Galea, Victor Falzon
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Aqta' l-ismijiet ta' tajr li ssib Malta billi tara l-istampi x'qeghdin juru

Aron Tanti

hron Tant

Aron Tanti

Bank of Valletta
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li-ballottra hija
mammiferu (mammal).
Mammiferi huma
annimali li jzoqqu liz-zghar
taghhom bil-halib.

Ballottra jghidulha weasel bl-Ingliz,
u l-isem xjentifiku taghha huwa Mustela
nivalis.

ll-ballottra hija kugina tal-lontri (otters), tal-
bagers (badgers) u tan-nemes (ferret). Xi nies }
irabbu n-nemes bhala pet, dan jixbah hafna
lill-ballottra imma jkun ikbar.

ll-ballottra hija 'karnivoru u predatur. Tiekol
grieden, firien, gremxul, wizghat u anke frieh
u bajd tal-ghasafar.

>

li-ballottra hija I-izghar mammiferu karnivoru
fid-dinja. Fl-istess hin hija I-ikbar karnivoru
tal-art li nsibu Malta.

>

ll-ballottra mgerrxa mill-bniedem u tevita
postijiet fejn jghixu jew fejn jghaddu n-nies. >
ll-ballottra tghix f’diversi habitati. Thobb

hafna postijiet fejn hemm hitan tas-sejjieh

antiki mwaqqghin.

karnivoru. Annimal li jiekol annimali ohrajn
2indigenu. Speci li minn dejjem kienet tghix f’dak il-post

nuey uosy

Ma nafux il-ballottra hix 2indigena f’Malta.
Jista’ jkun li ddahhlet zmien ilu mill-bniedem
minn art ohra.

ll-ballottra mifruxa sew f’Malta imma aktarx li
mhix komuni. FFGhawdex u fuq Kemmuna ma
tinstabx.

Minhabba li zghira u flessibli hafna, il-ballottra
kapaci tghaddi minn irkejjen dojoq. Xi nies
jahsbu li I-ballottra m’ghandhiex ghadam,
imma dan mhux veru. Fil-fatt ghandha iktar
ghadam milli ghandna ahna!

Bhal kwazi I-mammiferi kollha ta’ Malta, il-
ballottra mharsa bil-ligi.

Hawnhekk taraw
kemm hi zghira
I-ballottra.
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