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Bufula hamra (spectacled warbler) ttir
minn fuq erika (Mediterranean heath)
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Klabb Huttaf

Klabb Huttaf is the junior (under 16) section of

lllum I-ghaqclja jisimha BirdLife BirdLife Malta. Members
Malta u mhux iktar MOS. Imma m can attend club activities, like walks, visits
o dawk l-ideat tal-bidu ghadna to nature reserves, boat trips and also do
£ . _ environmental work
g nahdmu ghalihom sal-lum. . B receive [l-Huttafa every two months.
= U ghalhekk ahna tant kburin Your family too can become member, and you
li ahna membri ta’ din I-ghagda will then get Bird’s Eye View magazine too.
Hemmhekk iddiskutew I-idea ghaziza. Annual subscription is €10 for Klabb Huttaf

- . and €20 for Family. s even
li jibdew ghaqda gdida: ghaqda V‘CT OR Get In totch

li tistudja I-ghasafar, ghaqgda li

Victor Falzon L-Editur tel 21347645 / 21347646
emergency injured bird 79255697

address 57/28 Triq Abate Rigord
lisien I-Ghasfur Ta’ Xbiex XBX 1120

website www.birdlifemalta.org

Pjanta komuni hafna li tikber f'diversi habitati, anke mal-gnub
tat-toroq fil-kampanja. Tikber baxxa u folta u taghmel hafna © BirdLife Malta, Frar 2022

fjuri, li jibdew jitfac¢aw f’Jannar u nibqghu ngawduhom anke sa Disinn u produzzjoni Victor Falzon
Mejju. Qatt tagtghu fjuri mill-kampanja, imma f’pagna 11 hemm Stampat ghand Poulton’s Print
bukkett tistghu taghtuh il-kulur! Reg.Vol.Org. VO/0052
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Huta gdi

F’Ottubru li ghadda wagqt li
I-habib taghna Mark-Anthony
Falzon kien snorkelling fir-Ramla
tal-Mixquga (Golden Bay), ra
erba’ hutiet zghar li gatt ma kien
ra bhalhom. Kienu ftit grizi b’tikek
irgqag ma’ gisimhom u strixxi
kannella u bojod ma’ denbhom.

Peress li kellu I-kamera
hadilhom xi ritratti. Wara ftit ricerka
u diskussjoni ma’ xi esperti tal-hut
sab li dawn kienu Por’s goatfish
Upeneus pori. Speci gdida ghal
Malta!

Trilja ta’
denbha

s iy

c
<}
iy
(5
w
>
=y
s}
<
S
c
<
x
=
<
=

L-istagun tal-ka¢¢a bhalissa maghluq. Jekk tisimghu jew taraw ka¢c¢a

! (S
Ghax speci aljeni ma :

tantx huma ahbar
tajba ghan-natura}

II-Por’s goatfish (trilja ta’
denbha) mhix huta tal-Mediterran
imma tal-Bahar I-Ahmar u I-O¢ean
Indjan. Kif giet hawn?

Li gara hu li hafna snin ilu (fl-
1869) fl-Egittu fethu il-Kanal ta’
Suez biex minnu jghaddu I-vapuri
mill-Bahar |I-Ahmar ghall-Bahar
Mediterran. Imma minbarra
vapuri bdew jghaddu wkoll speci
ta’ annimali u pjanti, u dawn ftit
ftit infirxu mal-Mediterran kollu.
Wahda minnhom kienet din il-huta,
li issa tfaccat ukoll f’Malta.

Pjanti u annimali

li jidnlu fil-Bahar
Mediterran mill-Kanal
§ ta’ Suez nghidulhom
speci Lessepsjani.
T

fi Frar u f’"Marzu tistghu tirrappurtaw billi ¢ccemplu

Tnejn
rari

Zewg ghasafar rari li
ntlemhu dan I-ahhar
f’pajjizna kienu
gawwija tal-Ingilterra
u bufula tax-xaghri.
It-tnejn dehru kmieni
f'Jannar 2022, imma
flambjenti differenti.

Hemm iktar
gawwi f’pagna 7.
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Kif isir kull sena
f’Jannar, il-BirdLife
organizzat roost count
taz-zakak abjad.

Fit-22 Jannar 2022 grupp
sabih ta’ voluntiera tal-BirdLife
ingabru |-Belt biex jghoddu
z-zizka bojod li jidhlu jorgdu fis-
sigar themmhekk.

Binhar iz-zizka jinfirxu mal-
kampanija jfittxu dud u insetti
x’jieklu. Filghaxija jingabru
flimkien fi gruppi biex jorqdu
galb il-weraq ta’ sigar kbar.

Post fejn I-ghasafar jingabru
biex jorqdu jghidulu roost, u fil-
Belt Valletta hemm I-ikbar roost
taz-zakak abjad f’pajjizna.

Dis-sena ghoddejna b’kollox
13,007 zakak dehlin ghall-irgad.
Numru sabih hafna.

Iz-zakak abjad (white wagtail)
huwa ghasfur tal-passa li jasal
Malta fil-harifa. Hafna minnhom
jghaddu x-xitwa maghna wkoll.

Grupp ta’ zi
ftit gabel dahlu "
jorqdu fis-sigar

nue| uoly
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Fil-gnien kelli erba’ bicciet
gasab weqfin mal-hajt. Darba
wahda fir-rebbiegha ghaddeijt
minn hdejn dal-qasbiet u
ndunajt li wahda minnhom
kellha t-togba misduda b’gisu
tajn car. Donnu xi hadd kien
ghamlilha tapp!
~ Dak il-hin ma tajtx wisq kaz

ﬁ imma xi granet wara rajt li

t-tikhila kellha togba fiha. Mhux

biss, imma qgasba ohra issa
kienet ukoll imkahhla bit-tajn!

B Issa iva, gabditni kurzita kbira
'y biex nara min kien ged isodd u
3 jiftan il-gasab! Zgur xoghol Xxi
annimal dan.

Ghalhekk bdejt nghaddi iktar
hin nissendika dik ir-rokna tal-
gnien forsi nagbad l-awtur ta’

Desirée Falzon

dil-bicéa xoghol. U fl-ahhar
irnexxieli: kienet zunzana!
Imma mhux zunzana komuni.
Din kienet spe¢i minn dawk i
& nghidulhom 2zunzan bennej
1 (mason wasp). Dawn iz-znazan
| ma jibnux xehda bhaz-znazan
komuni, imma jbidu fil-vojt ta’
% gol-gasab u jaghlqu t-togba bit-
tajn. Imma qgabel ma jaghlquha,
il-bejta jimlewha... bix-xghat!
n Dan sirt nafu ghax rajt iz-
i zunzana ggorr dawn ix-xghat
u rajtha ddahhalhom fil-bejta!
Kull darba li z-zunzana tbid
; bajda, iddahhal gozz xghat

L-isem xjentifiku taz-zunzan bennej
huwa Rhynchium oculatum

),

) yaiti

fil-'kkamra’ u taghlagha b’hajt
tat-tajn. Imbaghad terga’ tbid
u terga’ taghmel l-istess haga
— tibni  kamra
kamra  sakemm
ma jibgax spazju
fil-gasba. Kultant
tibni sitt jew seba’
kmamar hdejn
xulxin!  Fl-ahhar
tkahhal il-fetha tal-
gasba b’kisja tajn.
It-tajn iggibu minn
xi mkien vicin fejn
tkun sabet roggha
tajn frisk.

Mhux ta’ b’xejn nghidulhom
bennejja dawn iz-znazan!

X’jigri fil-bejta? Fil-gasba, kull
bajda tfaggas u johrog il-ferh.
Dan ikun dudu zghir bajdani
bla gwienah u ma jixbah

Id-dudu jibda jiekol J,f
ix-xghat li tkun L%
hallietlu ommu. Meta P

jikber bizzejied isir Lo
fosdga (pupa) u
jinbidel  f’zunzana 4
adulta bil- L
gwienah. B’halgha

Dawn l-ismijiet nghiduhomlkom
halli tghiduhom lill-kbar, biex
jghidu “Hej, dawn esperti!”

xejn lil ommu S e aeditiriomblalballunjlan
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% ll-bug hotel li

" ghamilt apposta
ghaz-Zunzan
bennej. ll-viegeg
ljuru togob li

ntuiaﬁ.f%.

2uhianbennej! <
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z-zunzana |-gdida tgerrem
togba fit-tikhil li ghamlet ommha
u ttir ’il barra. Waww!

Tant hadt gost li dawk |-erba’
gasbiet kienu saru djar ghall-
annimali, li bnejtilhom bug hotel
apposta. Qattajt hafna bicciet
gasab u poggejthom gozz hdejn
xulxin halli dawn il-bennejja
zghar ikollhom iktar fejn ibejtu.

U kif taraw mir-ritratt t’hawn
fuqg, ged juzawhom ta!

( I1z-zunzan bennej
mhuwiex iz-zunzan
baghal (hornet). ll-hornet
tkun iktar hamra, ikollha
wiccha isfar u I-gwienah
ma jkollhomx it-truf suwed.
Id-disinn isfar fuq zaggha
\ huwa wkoll differenti.  /

Y. "

W
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Desirée Falzon %

Qj, intom fejn
minghalikom
sejrin? Dik mhux
il-pagna taghna.

uozje 0JIA
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nature reserve

Foresta 2000 hija wahda
mill-erba’ riservi naturali

li tiehu hsiebhom il-BirdLife.
Dan wiehed mill-ftit postijiet f’Malta
fejn tara madwarek eluf ta’ sigar.
Foresta 2000 hija bosk zaghzugh
ghax hafna mis-sigar ghadhom

ta’ eta zghira. Minbdrra l-ambjent
tal-bosk hemm ukoll habitati ohrajn
bhal steppa u xaghri, u hemm diversi
moghdijiet li donnhom jghidulek
“Ejja passiggata u piknik hawnhekk!”
Foresta 2000 hija wkoll
imharsa bil-ligi, jigifieri fiha
ma tistax issir kacca.

UBL UOLY

uoz|e- IOJIA

. 2 N— — F Foresta tghix il-ballottra
N i ' Bk e e Tty imma trid seba’ ghajnejn biex j
. !_n-nar_ms_ ".k'?er _fI-lsteppa U T ". fa_rfe_tt t".‘.l buzl:_nez izur hafna taraha ghax |mgerrxa hafna.
jiftah il-fjuri fix-xitwa. fjuri biex jixrob in-nektar. _ _

% Foresta 2000 miftuha . gy mmru
| s-sena kollha f’kull hin. i
Dhul bla hlas.
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THE WONDERS
OF THE MALTESE
DEEP SEA

AQUARIUM

When you think about coral reefs, probably you
imagine the beautiful coral reefs that live in tropical
and warm areas. However, there are corals that
inhabit the deep sea as well, below 200m deep with
almost no sunlight - and they occur here in Malta too!

Malta hosts a wide variety of marine
species, and when it comes to the deep
sea, there is a lot of life that we are starting
to know about as well! We can find over
there animals like crabs, snails, worms,
fish, sponges, corals and many more.

HOW DO SCIENTISTS GO
THAT DEEP?

One of the ways how
scientists can research the
deep sea is through ROVs:
remotely-operated vehicles.
They are basically giant
machines that roam the
ocean without anyone
inside! Human beings
control it from the surface,
like a car with a remote
control. Wouldn’t that be

fun rive?
BUT THESE BEAUTIFUL HABITATS LIl

ARE IN DANGER!

Deep sea reefs are threatened by fishing
methods which can drag nets around the
seafloor and destroy all the life living
there. Even the fishing nets themselves are
often thrown in the sea and sink to deeper
areas, making many marine animals get
stuck and even die!

MALTA HAS THE DEEPEST KNOWN
PRECIOUS DEEP SEA CORAL!

There is a type of coral that is very precious
and pretty. It occurs in different depths,
but recently a new depth record of where
this coral lives has been recorded, and it
was here in Malta! Usually occurring at
around 15-300m deep, in Malta scientists
found this coral at an amazing 1016 m!

PHOTO CREDITS: ROV - FREE COPYRIGHT PHOTO. o @ o
WWW.AQUARIUM.COM.MT OTHER PHOTOS: OCEANA © LIFE BAHAR FOR N2K.
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k Sagajha skuri

Ta’ dags medju
ghal kbir
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Mungarha
goff u ahmar,
b’linja sewda

Mungarha rgiq
> Gawwija

Black-headed Gull

hite

I1-gawwi ma tantx ghandhom kuluri. Kif taraw mir-ritratti, rixhom
tista’ tghid iswed, griz u abjad biss. Imma dan ma jnaqgsilhom xejn

Eedil

Slender-billed

Gull Mungarha

rqiq u
hamrani

1ongha
twil, kultant
b’lehha roza
Sagajha mas-sider
hamranin ¥

Kbira fid-dags

Sagajha
sofor

Truf tal-
gwienah
suwed

N

mill-gmiel u l-faxxinu. Anzi,
minhabba li tant jixxiebhu,
fihom sfida biex taghrafhom
minn xulxin. Imma, bi ftit
pacengja u b’shajnejn ta’
seqer nibdew nitghallmu
d-differenzi.
F’Malta,
dehru 13-il
speci ta’
gawwi.
Dawn
sebgha,
minnhom.

Ritratti ta’
Aron Tanti

Mungarha goff
u isfar b’dabra
hamra

Gawwija
Daharha,
Iswed

Lesser
Black-backed Gull

Mungarha goff
u isfar b’dabra
hamra

Mungarha
raiq

Gawwija
Prima,

Yellow-legged
Gull

Gawwija
Rasha Sewda,

Mediterranean
Gull

Truf tal-gwienah
suwed

/‘}“.‘

u ahmar \

Sagajha

~_— homor

Gawwija
Zghira,
Little Gull

Gwienah
skuri minn
taht Zghira

X hafna
A (izghar

‘ minn
hamiema)

Mungarha iswed

‘\ Gwinhajha u

daharha skuri

Kbira fid-dags

k—\

Cara hafna, bit-
truf tal-gwienah
bojod

fis-sajf

t Sagajha

homor
Ta’' dags
medju

Ir-ritratt juru gawwi adulti, il-frieh ikollhom hafna rix kannella.
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Elfopealli&reenfinch Chloris chloris

wllefiet i leliel dagiers Diele: (et sl sl
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FloRa MoHbija

Agta'l-ismijiet ta flora Maltija billi tara l-istampi x qeghdin juru

Desiree Falzon

Issued by Bank of Valletta p.l.c., 58, Triq San Zakkarija, II-Belt Valletta VLT 1130. Bov

Bank of Valletta p.l.c. is a public limited company regulated by the MFSA and is licensed to carry out the business of banking in terms of the

Banking Act (Cap. 371 of the Laws of Malta). Bank OF Va lletta
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@olour: thathEampion!#

Victor Falzon

The red campion
is a lovely flower we
see in winter and
spring. How many
petals does this
flower have?

Haha, the flower tricked
you! Look carefully, it only
has five petals, but each
petal has two parts, so it
looks like ten petals.

Send us your
wildlife photos!
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B
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Can you see the
dragonfly? Right
here. Yes, it's
still a baby!

-~ -
g (L LAy,
)9 Club Days! 3 Fun Days! £ Club T

We at Klabb HRuttaf are all the time oy 23
organising fun days with exciting activities ‘ -' '
and adventures for you and your family.

So always check out our website

www.birdlifemalta.org/events

for news about
our next awesome activity
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Gnien Dinja Wahda huwa gnien spe¢jali mahsub biex jigbed
in-natura lejh. lI-BirdLife ilha hafna snin tghin skejjel biex
joholqu dawn il-gonna, fejn in-natura tinfirex u l-istudenti
jgawdu u jitghallmu. Nittawlu lejn uhud minnhom...

Falzon

L-iskola tal-Blata I-Bajda hija
I-unika skola li ghandham
gonna Dinja Wahda!

L-ewwel wiehed konna
rajnieh f'll-Huttafa 162.

Victor Falzon

uoz|e JOJIA

e

7 ghenu fit-tfassil fil.|
H-Iandscaping bil-hamrija

Studenti tal-Year
tal-pjan tal-gnien...

Il-pjanta ta’ Gnien il-Qari

"‘femmu tal-q

ari ji i 3
u bl-istudentil libda jimtela bin-natura. .

@ id-dahla @ sigar u arbuxxelli @ it-tempju tal-qari
@ is-serra @ il-moghdija @ hegg mad-dawra
Xahmet 1-Art
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7 llbsu zarbun tajjeb [ W%
o o ghall-mixi.

Kull sena I-BirdLife norganizzaw mixja specjali. Dis- o

sena se mmorru fl-inhawi tal-Buskett u tal-Girgenti,
post mill-isbah f’pajjizna. Dil-mixja hija specjali ghax
dawk li jattendu (jekk iridu) jigbru xi flus
minn hbieb u graba li jisponsorjawhomn.
. [I-flus li nigbru mbaghad nonfquhom
| fi progett li jghin lin-natura. Dis-
sena I-flus bihsiebna nuzawhom
biex inkabbru |-habitat fejn
tbejjet ilF-monakella
fir-riserva naturali tal-
Ghadira.

Data < 4

ll-Hadd 27 Marzu 2022 san e -
mir-rigall Il ha -
liel

F 4 A 1
jgassmu lil min Y 4 tliet f
| jaghmel gabra 7 ;
iha. v

.lktar dettalji fug
il-karta (i gietek o
mal-magazin,

R
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[.-Otixon u lrgig...

Zewg pitirrossi. Wiehed smin, I-iehor maghlub. wiehed ohxon u I-iehor irqiq? Dak ghaliex fix-xitwa
Tghid ghaliex dagshekk differenti minn xulxin? meta jkun il-bard hafna ghasafar ifelflu u jonfhu

Forsi tax-xellug sab hafna hniex x’jiekol? Forsi mar rixhom u jidhru hoxnin. Bis-shana ta’ gisimhom dak
fi gnien fejn sab bird table stokkjata sew? U tghid ir-rix isiru gisu kutra hoxna u shuna. U b’hekk ihossu
l-iehor miskin ma sabx ikel u baga’ fjakk? ingas bard.

Xejn minn dan! Taht dak il-kowt tar-rix dawn iz- Mela aktarx li meta I-pitirross tax-xellug hadulu
zew( pitirrossi aktarx li huma ndags. Mela ghaliex r-ritratt kienet gurnata kiesha.

Mike Downham
UB| Uoly
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Garrigue habitats are characterised
by limestone rocky ground with a
rugged surface known as karst.
This surface is rugged as it is
heavily exposed to the brute force
of the elements.

These habitats look desolate and
are most often referred to as
wastelands, however in actual fact
they are likely the most species-
diverse habitats in the Maltese
Islands. They are of great
importance not only to biodiversity,
but also to ecosystem services.

Within garrigues one typically finds
low-lying aromatic and spiny woody
shrubs, such as thyme, that are
resistant to drought and exposure.
Locally, thyme is most frequent
garrigue species, and is an
important food source for many
species, including the Maltese
honey bee.

In addition to the above, numerous
endemic, threatened, rare and
protected species thrive in garrigue
habitats, such as the Maltese spider
and Maltese pyramidal orchids, the
Sicilian squill, and two endemic
door-snail species.

These shrub communities are
sometimes referred to as high
garrigues since they usually include
shrubs that exceed 0.5m, growing . : 2
up to 2m in height. Some garrigue _ : ot e % :h‘lp‘a.
types are very rare, such as those A i S ; e ?nané \
based on species of sage and ; :

rockroses, and rosemary.

- SIRA

L ] ®
Environment & Resources
Authority

14
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F’xi kotba I-gattus ghadek
tarah imsemmi teleskopu.

Le, funny girl! Gejja mill-isem
xjentifiku Telescopus, li bil-Latin
tfisser jara mill-boghod. Forsi kienu
semmewh hekk ghax ghajnejh kbar.

Bla sens. Nippreferi qattus.

_Qattuk

»

¥

S & & &

»

Ghaliex? Ihobb
ihares lejn il-qamar
u I-kwiekeb?

Dal-gattus ma jaghmilx mjaww! Dal-qattus
huwa serp u l-isem xjentifiku tieghu huwa
Telescopus fallax.

Jismu gattus ghax ghajnejh kbar u
ghandhom il-habba dejqa u wieqgfa bhal tal-
qtates. Bl-Ingliz ukoll jismu cat snake.

ll-qattus huwa wiehed mill-erba’ speci ta’
sriep li nsibu Malta.

Dan is-serp aktarx li mhux 'indigenu ghal

Malta, imma ddahhal mill-bniedem zmien ilu.

ll-qattus ma jidhirx li hu komuni hafna,
ghalkemm instab f’diversi nhawi ta’ Malta.

F’pajjizna I-gattus jinsab f’Malta biss.
F’Ghawdex u fuq Kemmuna ma jinstabx.

ll-qattus huwa griz bi dbabar kannella matul
gismu kollu.

Jista’ jikber sa metru imma spiss ikun hafna
izghar. Jibqa’ wkoll irqiq.

e
s

A

lindigenu. Speci li minn dejjem kienet tghix f'dak il-post

2gmiem. Habitat b’hafna arbuxxelli, nghidulu wkoll makkja (bl-Ingliz maquis)

Bhal sriep ohrajn, il-qattus huwa predatur.
Jagbad annimali zghar bhal wizghat,
gremxul, xahmet I-art u anke kamaleonti.
Jitgerbeb maghhom sa ma jaqtghu nifishom.

ll-qattus jikkaccja I-iktar filghaxija u billejl, u
jorgod binhar. Ghalkemm bla saqajn, kapaci
jitla’ mas-sigar ifittex il-priza!

ll-qattus ghandu tikka velenu fuq snienu ta’
wara. Dan il-velenu huwa fjakk hafna u mhux
ta’ periklu ghalina I-bnedmin.

ll-gattus jghix f’diversi habitati, inkluz xaghri,
steppa, xtut, 2gmiem u msagar. Ihobb ukoll
il-hitan tas-sejjieh, ghax fihom isib hafna fejn
jistahba.

Bhal hafna sriep, il-qattus ibid il-bajd. ll-mara
tbid sa disa’ bajdiet fis-sajf, u I-frieh ifaqqsu
wara ftit gimghat.

Bhar-rettili kollha ta’ Malta, il-gattus huwa
mhares bil-ligi.
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