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mill-editur

Aron Tanti !

U waslet biex tispi¢ca sena
ohra. Caw ¢caw 2021!

Meta tasal sena gdida hafna
nies jaghmlu weghda li jagtghu
Xi vizzju. Min jghid ha jirgag, min
jghid ha jagta’ s-sigaretti, min
jghid li ha jistudja iktar. Dawn
nghidulhom new year’s resolutions.

Jien gtajtha li ha nohrog iktar
fin-natura. Mhux biss, imma
ha nitghallem I-isem ta’ 12-il
pjanta gdida. Wahda kull xahar!
Imbaghad irrid nagra, nistagsi u
nitghallem iktar fug kull wahda.
Halli meta nohrog fin-natura nibda
naghrafhom. Qishom hbieb godda.

Victor Falzon

B

U nzidhom mal-lista ta’ hbieb
naturali li diga ghandi. Ghasafar,
insetti, fjuri, rettili, sigar, brimb, hut.
Hbieb kull fejn inhares!

Hag’ohra li rrid naghmel hi li
nhawwel 12-il sigra. Imma dawn
mhux ha nhawwilhom wahda fix-
xahar ghax mhux kull stagun tajjeb
ghat-tahwil. Tafu liema hu I-ahjar
stagun biex thawwel is-sigar? Ix-
xitwa! Jigifieri issa!

B’hekk sa ma tasal in-nixfa
tas-sajf is-sigar zghar ikunu lahqu
hadu ftit xita u I-gheruqg taghhom
ikunu draw I-art fejn thawlu.

Tithajru taghmlu bhali? Fil-kaz
iktbouhom f’pagna 14 halli ma
tinsewx!

Nawguralkom Milied sabih bla
hafna hela, u nixtigilkom sena
gdida mimlija sahha u dahq u
natura u taghlim.

U issa ha mmur infittex dik

l-imghazqa...
U ioc

Victor Falzon L-Editur

FUQ
») QUDDIEM

Ritratt ta’ Aron Tanti

Gurlin Sekond

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus

Ghasfur tax-xtut ftit skars li f’pajjizna jidher fiz-zmien tal-passa.
Ghandu mungaru twil u milwi 'l isfel, u juzah biex ihaffer fit-tajn
halli jsib id-dud li jghix hemm. Jismu gurlin sekond ghax hemm
ghasfur iehor jismu gurlin, li huwa ikbar mill-habib taghna. U
mungaru itwal sew ukoll!

" |l-bebuna (annual daisy) twarrad fix-
xitwa, f’xi roggha niedja fix-xaghri.
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Klabb Huttaf

Klabb Huttaf is the junior (under 16) section of

BirdLife Malta. Members

B can attend club activities, like walks, visits
to nature reserves, boat trips and also do
environmental work

B receive ll-HAuttafa every two months.

Your family too can become member, and you

will then get Bird’s Eye View magazine too.

Annual subscription is €10 for Klabb Huttaf

and €20 for Family.

Hey, it's even
The contacts [ cheapernow! g&

tel 21347645 / 21347646
emergency injured bird 79255697
address 57/28 Triq Abate Rigord
Ta’ Xbiex XBX 1120
email info@birdlifemalta.org
website www.birdlifemalta.org
Waww,

hanex abjad!
Dak rari, bro!
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‘uccarun
curkett

Kmieni f’'Dicembru, zewg paletti I-gmiel taghhom
nizlu jistriehu fir-riserva naturali tal-Ghadira. ll-paletta
hija tajra spettakolari, specjalment b’dak il-munqgar gisu
kuccarun!

Wahda miz-zewg paletti kellha hag’ohra interessanti.
Ma’ siegha lkellha curkett abjad li bit-tromba stajna
nagrawlu n-numru. Minn dak in-numru, il-BirdLife sirna
nafu li dik il-paletta faggset f’April 2017 fil-Camargue,
riserva naturali kbira fin-naha t’isfel ta’ Franza!

ll-paletta (Eurasian spoonbill) hija ghasfur tal-passa,
u wagqt li jpassu dawn |-ghasafar jeghjew u jagbadhom
il-guh. Ghalhekk waqt il-vjagg twil taghhom ifittxu
postijiet fejn jinzlu jistriehu u jieklu xi haga.

Ghalhekk ir-riservi naturali taghna huma tant
importanti ghall-ghasafar, allavolja zghar.

Nizlet tistad...

Kmieni f’Novembru fir-riserva tal-Ghadira
nizlet arpa fil-baxx fuq l-ilma. L-arpa (osprey)
hija tip ta’ ajkla li tiekol il-hut, ghalhekk bdiet
iddur fuq I-ghadira tgharrex I-ilmab’ghajnejha;
darba anke ghodsot fl-ilma u telghet tferfer
ir-rix. Imma bhalissa fir-riserva buzaqq biss
hemm, li Zghir wisq biex jinteressa lil din it-
tajra kbira. Ghalhekk wara li strahet ftit fuq
gzira zghira fir-riserva, l-arpa taret u gibdet
lejn il-park tal-Majjistral.

U kull min kien hemm dakinhar u ra dan
l-ispettaklu nduna li kien nesa jiehu n-nifs!

Y L ]
Dragun gdid!

[l-mazzarelli (dragonflies) huma insetti b’sahhithom, ikkuluriti u whud
minnhom kbar ukoll. Jghixu I-iktar fejn hemm I-ilma helu, ghalhekk f'Malta
ma tantx hawn ambjent ghal galbhom wisq. Imma xorta wahda ghandna
lista ta’ xi 20 speci. U kull tant snin titfacca speci gdida.

L-iktar wiehed gdid huwa |-mazzarell tal-Magreb (orange-winged

Charles Gauci

Jismu hekk

dropwing Trithemis kirbyi). Lemhu |-ewwel darba sehibna Charles Gauci 7 7 ghax miffrux

¥ ; sew fl-artijiet
fMejju 2020, f'wied bl-ilma hdejn I-Imselliet. B'xorti tajba Charles kellu S e

I-kamera ghal-lest u b’hekk seta jaghrfu u jiccekkjah ahjar mir-ritratti. Tliet [ vy -Magreb
xhur wara rega’ ra iehor, din id-darba f'Wied il-Qlejgha. Prosit Charles. =
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Desirée Falzon

Ejja hej! Ringiela ( | ol
@#? perfetta please. Number 8! 100 push-ups! ]

Krakis Jubbn

Kemm ghamlet xita! U
kemm fraht ghax tghidx
kemm ghandi hajja fil-gnien.
Dan |-ahhar skoprejt xi haga
gdida wkoll: kont ged ninnota
kemm tela’ tfief fil-gsari u fil-
hamrija li nhalli ghall-pjanti
selvaggi. It-tfief inhobbu ghax
jaghmel fjuri fil-harifa, fix-xitwa
u fir-rebbiegha u hafna insetti
jiggennu ghall-fjuri tieghu.

Jiena u nhares lejn it-tfief, fuq
werga nnutajt xi haga badja.
Harist iktar mill-vicin u rajt
disinn abjad iserrep ma’ wicc il-
werga. Tghid min gaghad jimxi
tizjina fuq il-werqa?

Mort ghall-kamera u hadt
ritratti tal-werga minn fug u minn
taht biex nara ahjar fuq l-iskrin
tal-kompjuter, forsi niskopri min
kien I-artist. Kif kabbart ir-ritratti
tan-naha ta’ taht tal-werqga
malajr hadt it-twegiba: dak iz-
ziguzajg kien kanal irgiq minn
fejn kien ghadda annimal! U

N
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Detektiv R

Actual size
8mm!

miners, ghax ihaffru I-mini
~ fil-werag. Ix-xaghat jibga’
~ = jghix u jhaffer fil-werga
sakemm jikber. Meta jkun
S8 |ost jaghmel fosdga u
wara ftit zmien mill-fosdga
rgiqajtaczcitru tohrog il-bahrija lesta!
hijajwahdalmillbahrijiet Mur obsor dan kollu jkun
leagminer: qed jigri fil-hxuna ta’
werqga!

uoz|e I0J0IA

o ad

hemm kien I-annimal — fit-tarf
taz-ziguzajg. Tant kien zghir
li kien ged jghix fil-hxuna tal-
werqa, u filwaqt li jiekol il-meraq
ahdar tal-werga, kien haffer
mina huwa u ghaddej.
Dawk kienu d-‘disinji’ li
rajt!

Meta fittixt dwar
x’annimal seta’ kien,
tghallimt li hemm tip
ta’ bahrijiet zghar
li jbidu fil-weraq.
Meta I-bajd ifaqqas
johrog ix-xaghat,
jigifieri d-dudu. Dawn
jghidulhom leaf

"% Xaghatitatleaf miner}:
Hlilz tiu/sar/fosdqa) -

uozjeq aadiseq
. %
.

o

Parti mill-minali
haffer/ix-xaghat

Ll

& e
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[lek ma tmur... -

SansnisenvattassSalinay m )

Is-Salina hija wahda mill-erba’
riservi naturali li tiehu hsiebhom
il-BirdLife. Is-Salina hija interessanti
s-sena kollha, imma fix-xitwa jkun
hemm ruxxmata gawwi li juzaw
is-salini biex jorqdu, jistkennu mill-
maltemp, jistriehu, jitbahbhu fis-
salini baxxi, u jghidu kelma. U dawn
biex jitkellmu... jghajtu ko¢¢!

1jue| uoly

uozje4 1091\

nuel uoly

Ma tghaddix sena li ma

jitfacéax xi fjamingu.
Fl-ilma baxx tas-salini jghix
numru sabih ta’ buzaqq.

Is-Salina tiftah nhar ta’ Hadd ’ »
(10am—4pm) u mit-Tnejn sal- ll-mielha twarrad fis-sajf.

Gimgha (8am—4pm) ! . - - :
08) 335
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FAWNA u FLORA

Maltin

Wedgfin:

1 Dakli ttina jinzillek
ghasel.

2 Jekk jagghalha denbha

jikbrilha iehor.

Dawk ‘Sekondi’ qishom
papri b ghajnejn
homor.

Jimxi la genba fil-bahar.
Wahda mill-hwawar

popolari fir-ricetti
Maltin.

[1-BOV ghen biex

ma tibgax f riskju
t'estinzjoni f' Malta -
tghix f ilma salmastru .
Meta jghidu jimxi

fuq ir- rubini, mhux
ghal dan ikunu qed

jirreferul

Dawn 1-ghasafar bojod
u suwed, jigu Malta
fix-Xitwa.

Jghiduha lil nies mhux
bravi - tajjeb fil-brodu.

[1-Bugkett hemm
wiehed.

Issued by Bank of Valletta p.l.c.; 58, Trig San Zakkarija, I-Belt Valletta VLT 1130,

Bank of Valletta p.l.c. is a public limited company regulated by the MFSA and is licensed to carry out the business of banking in terms of
the Banking Act (Cap. 371 of the Laws of Malta).
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TiSliBa

dwar 1-ambjent Malti

Mimdudin
5 Id-dragunitir.
6 Igorr daru kull fejn imur.

8 Fjurabajdau zghira dags
‘buttuna'.

11 Dakta' Malta ghandu t-tikek!
13 Min jibza' minnu jinsali
jiekol in-nemus!

15 Sonic hu wiehed blu.

X508 1+
M- L3igiozm, :

Bank of Valletta
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Fix-xitwa hafna ghasafar ma jsibux bizzejjed insetti
x’jieklu. Ghalhekk tkun haga sabiha li nipprovdulhom
ftit ikel Pdawn il-granet keshin. Dan nistghu
naghmluh billi narmawlhom bird table fil-gnien, fil-
bitha, fuq il-bejt, fil-gallerija, anke fuq hogor ta’ tieqa.

uozjed JORIA

fjammal
sewda
blackiredstart

ghasfur tal-bejt .
Spanish sparrow. 5 f;/(“ l"--.1

A

S ,;

3

uozjey 10001,

»
uozjed e9Ased

bufula
sewda

Sardinian k-
e
‘  — A Qed tgabbduni

I-guh, kulhadd
jiffanga hawn!

blackcap

eueyns 20r

- .
gamiema
tal-kullar

collared dove

011809 uen)

uoz(ed 100N

Dal-gallozz
iswed zar
il-bird table
(phemm S s i (e i Kif tibni bird
Ghadira. Tantx - y . — tabl_e? Mur
tistennewh izur ik S — 3 —— pagna 13
il-bird table ‘ it L e T i i
taghkom! i e S .




) Warbler Sylvia melanocephala |

»
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Seabirds are birds that spend their life at sea or near
it. Malta is home to three protected seabird species,
the Mediterranean Storm-petrel, the Yelkouan
Shearwater, and Scopoli's Shearwater.

The Mediterranean Storm-petrel is Malta’s smallest
seabird. It can be found in Sicily and the Balearic
Islands, however the largest estimated breeding
colony, which accounts for around half the
Mediterranean population, is found in Filfa.

The orange area shows the
Marine Protected Areas
which are important for
seabirds

-

Native to the Mediterranean Basin, the Yelkouan
Shearwater’s may be found in Greece, Italy and the
south-eastern cliffs of Malta, Comino and Gozo.

Maltese Seabirds

lI-Huttafa 167 + Dicembru 2021 « p10

Z

Their wingspan is around 85cm, and they have a
slender black beak that is hooked at the tip, black
upperparts, and a whitish bottom.

= — =

él‘k&Jan Shearwater =

£
tMediterranean Storm-pétrel
R « o

Malta is also home to Scopoli’s Shearwater, with
Gozo being host to the largest local colony. The
shearwaters’ wingspan is around 120cm and has a
white underside with a dark trailing edge, and a
yellowish bill. They are often seen following fishing
boats for food.

At night they give off a very particular call which
resembles a baby’s wailing cry. Following breeding
season, this species flies out into the Atlantic along
West Africa. Interestingly these shearwaters tend to
gather in large groups called ‘rafts’ close to the coast
at sunset before returning to their nests in the dark.

Special Protection Areas forming part of the Natura
2000 network have been designated in Malta to
ensure the survival of these protected seabirds.

For more information visit era.org.mt

Photo: Scopoli's Shearwater=-OCEANA/Carlos Minguell © LIFE BaHAR for N2K

Photo: Yelkouan Shearwater - Frank Dhermain

Photo: Mediterranean Storm-petrel - Joe Sultana

Scopoli's Shearwater
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Colﬁa{r’tﬁhe g@tﬂl @ |-~

Victor Falzon

The yellow-legged gull is
the biggest bird that nests
in Malta. Many of them
nest on tiny Filfla, where
they feel safe from people.
Young gulls have lots of

brown feathers, the grown-
e and grey.
’ - |

. Send us your
. wildlife photos! B
" - e

eI -
v _

Ma
-~ | fhimthiex,

bhalek xi
trid tithem!

. 4 B '_\‘ r"_-,_ <V E
Chameleon R
Photo by Emily Bonnici (9) |y

f 4
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Gnien Dinja Wahda huwa gnien speéjali mahsub biex jigbed
in-natura lejh. ll-BirdLife ilha hafna snin tghin skejjel biex
joholqu dawn il-gonna, fejn in-natura tinfirex u l-istudenti
jgawdu u jitghallmu. Nittawlu lejn uhud minnhom...

Victor
Falzon

Dan huwa I-iktar
Gnien Dinja

Wahda gdid.
Infetah ftit xhur
ilu biss.

Bis-sahha ta’ dan
il-gnien, il-Muzew ta’
Ghar Dalam mhux
biss jghallem dwar
I-ambjent naturali

Malti kif kien eluf ta’  esiiisoie 7 ¢ ¢ w4 oo B W T Darba kont nghix
snin ilu, imma issa = | ! 4 : ; : hawnhekk. Nista’ nidhol?
anke fuq in-natura 3 3 :

tal-lum.

Mad-dawra ta’ Ghar
Dalam qed jinholoq
ukoll park kbir:
park arkeologiku u

naturali. \
L-iljunfant nanu

wiehed mill-annimali i
nstab I-ghadam taghhom

Prosit s
= .,  f'Ghar Dalam

Heritage Malta

TTaltaliskolalullighalliemataghhomldiGalqeghainligawau LG nien|DinjaWanaa

ta’ dan il-progett

|

... il-vaskallesta,. . .

...udiga
mimlija hajja!

c
o
N
©
[T
=
g
=

uoz[e 011\

Minkejja li m’ilhiex li nholqgot,
il-vaska diga mtliet bil-hajja.
ll-pjanti u [-annimali

jingibdu lejn I-ilma

bhal kalamita.

Bankijiet:minn materjal naturali - iisbah minn tal-konkos!

12
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| I ® I. o | 1. Screw the ;5
Let’s help birds this winter. stripsgiivood
Let’s build them a bird table... cdgesofthe °

plank, like this.

You will need

1 piece of plywood about as big as
this page (30cm x 20cm) E

2 thin wooden strips 24cm long

2 thin wooden strips 15cm long
i

: i s Make sure
This is what |

1 small cube of

you put your
bird table in
a safe place.
We don't
want cats to
jump on it
and grab the
birds!

4. stick your bird
table into the ground
or a bucket of sand.

the broomstick, to
| keep snails away |
from the food. |

L wood about Scm, __ ' there are gaps
e with a round hole you'll get. AL aRCU s e
Lol (2.1cm wide) in A b o SOgE Tk e
b the-middle ' ' - forrainwater
_5 . g to run off.
R 1 broomstick il
| | 55 Sdrews, nails, glue t
‘ | | - . : | | If you put sticky . !
| i e S | or rEessy food, I ! ! ] Don't handle
{ { .| make sure you o) | f sharp tools.
{ ‘——_' CI';E:)T ;Taetsrifd |/ 2.Glue or screw in o : || Get a grown-up
bt [} e || thesmallblocktothe | [ [ T f f gl ohepye
g .| || bottom of the plank. | "Bl | %
_ ; '. - Ypu _;Can wedge the |
i | top part of a plastic
Make sure bottle halfway up |

_ . . Make sure/it’s |
’ : ’ in the middle.
3. Push one end of the { '

| broomstick into the hole.
. _ Go to page ?

to see what
birds can visit
your bird
table

Oh thank you

5. Sprinkle some thank you
nice food for the

thank you!
birds. Biscuit :
crumbs, seeds,
rice, bits of fruit.

idea because it swells

Bread is not a good

up in their tummy
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FOR A MORE
SUSTAINABLE
CHRISTMAS!

Have you ever thought that Christmas and the ocean are actually related?
During Xmas celebrations we produce a lot of plastic waste which can
end up in the ocean! The whole production and transport of new objects
also emit lots of CO, in the atmosphere, contributing to climate change.
So, here are some tips to reduce your Xmas impact this year.

MALTA NATIONAL
AQUARIUM

-
5
R
g

No more producing from virgin
natural resources! When buying
gifts, focus on charity shops and
second-hand items. Or else just
buy local or even make your own
gifts, like a delicious jam in a/
reused glass jar! '

You can also use flowers, sticks,
leaves and newspaper to decorate
your gifts and house! Or what
about restyling some old fabrics
or clothes you have at home,
cutting them into nice and
personalized gift wraps?

W YEAR’S !
STAINABLE ] :
:;SS(;JLUTIONS! IN 2022, | WiLL

. Stop using single-use plastics

e

Run away from single-use plastics, of course!
No balloons or disposable cutlery and cups,
// for instance. And you might even consider
reducing plastics as part of your New Year’s
resolutions! Fill out the checklist here so you

——— : plan for yourself and for the planet!

WWW.AQUARIUM.COM.MT o@o
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Hafna nies flok
kamaleonti
jghidu
kalamajonti.
HAZINA!
Jekk ma
titghallmux
tghiduha sew ha
ntihielkom copy
1000 times!

‘ l-kamaleonti huwa rettili, bhall-gremxul
u s-sriep. L-isem xjentifiku tieghu huwa
Chamaeleo chamaeleon.

’ ll-kamaleonti adattat biex jghix fis-sigar. Idejh
u saqajh gishom gang¢ijiet biex jiggranfa
z-zkuk meta jimxi fis-sigar.

‘ ll-kamaleonti kapaci jkebbeb denbu madwar
zokk. Dan iservih ta’ habel biex izzomm sod
meta jkun ged jixxabbat fis-sigar.

‘ ll-kamaleonti jibdel il-kulur biex jagbel mal-
habitat ta’ madwaru. B’hekk jinheba mill-
'predaturi u anke mill-?priza tieghu.

‘ ll-kamaleonti jista’ jinbidel f’ahdar, kannella
u griz, ¢ar jew skur. lkun ukoll imzewwaq
b’hafna dbabar zghar ¢ari jew skuri.

‘ ll-kamaleonti ma jigrilu xejn jekk jara jew
imiss xi haga hamra!

‘ ll-kamaleonti jagbad insetti, spec¢jalment
dubbien, gurati, friefet u bahrijiet.

predatur. Annimal li jiekol annimali ohrajn
2priza. Annimal li jittiekel minn annimal iehor (bl-Ingliz prey)
Sindigenu. Speci li minn dejjem kienet tghix f'dak il-post

‘ ll-kamaleonti jagbad il-priza b’ilsienu, li huwa
twil hafna, bit-tarf iwahhal, u johrog sparat
minn halqu.

Fost annimali li jieklu I-kamaleonti nsibu
I-ballottra u I-qattus (cat snake).

ll-kamaleonti mara tbid il-bajd f’hofra fir-
ramel jew fil-hamrija. Meta I-bajd ifaqqas,
il-frieh iridu jitghallmu kollox wehidhom
minghajr I-ghajnuna tal-genituri.

ll-kamaleonti mhux indigenu. lddahhal Malta
fis-Seklu 19 mill-Afrika ta’ Fuq, u ntelaq fi
gnien privat f'San Giljan. Ftit ftit infirex fil-
kampanja. lllum insibuh ukoll f’Ghawdex u
anke fuq Kemmuna.

Bhar-rettili I-ohrajn kollha, il-kamaleonti

huwa protett, jigifieri kontra I-ligi li nfixkluh,

noqtluh, nagbduh jew nippruvaw inrabbuh.
i

S
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WRITTEN BY ELENA..

DUMPED ONTO

RILEY"
CHRISTMAS
TREE GARD EN

A TREE? THEY
GET REPLANTED
LOCALLY AFTER THE
| HOLIDAYS?! THAT'S
NONSENSE!!

A

| e

20L OF OIL | ¢ .

THE SOIL SHOULD
DO THE TRICK: \
POISON THE TREES \ -
QUICKLY AND... i
HEY, A FREE FIRE /(&

Ar==yh.\ aait =mcamd i
W WE'LLGO
' INVESTIGATE
S AND YOU, KIDS,
% GET RILEY!

" WE TRUST

YOU! GENERAL,

WE HAVE T0 60
Now! 4

i /w.-
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Y u Y
ourmmv m’
o TREES! IT WAS

THE GARBAGE -_ -.r_l
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18TOPPED
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BUT NOW WE

AWAY, - ]
S0 LIKE THE
A g
il CBWARD HE DON'T

. STARTER!

Y Lou catcH
Y MEIF YOU CAN,
BUBS! IT'S ALREADY |
T00 LATE FOR
THE TREES!

YES! HE

B HER WAY AS
WE SPEAK!
WORRY, RILEY!

WE COULON'T *
SIMPLY STAND
BY S0 WE 60T
HELP!
DID SOMEONE
CALL FOR FRESH

COMPOST DELIVERY

FROM ECOHIVE
ORGANIC?

4
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HAVE TO REPLACE I i

* ’ . IT WITH FRESH S0IL

80 THE TREES

WE 60T
LUCKY THIS bl
TIME! WE SAVED
THE TREES JUST
IN TIME... OH,
AND ALSO,
CHRISTMAS!

CAN THRIVE!

HERE IS DONE!
TIME FOR SOME
HOT COCOA.
600D NIGHT,

ALL THAT
TREES ARE 600D
FOR IS FIREWO00D
T0 KEEP ME WARM!
I'M CANCELLING
CHRISTMAS THIS

Look!
WHAT'S THAT
BEHIND THE
TREES?!

KIDS, IS WHY
RECYCLING 18
IMPORTANT!

b THAT WILL BE

IT'S YOU
R AcAwl!
STOP RIGHT

live stream

ACTUALLY, I'M
RIGHT UNDER YOUR
FEET! 'L CONTAIN
THE SPILL BY DIGGING
L TUMNELS AROUND. [
THE AREAS g

MINDY, S0
6LAD YOU CAME!
ALRIGHT GUYS,
GRAB A SHOVEL
AND LET'S GETIT
DONE!

Sy THAT'S RIGHT!

IT'S IMPORTANT

THAT HARMFUL

CHEMICALS ARE
DISPOSED OF PROPERLY.
AND NOW LET'S FINISH

UP AND GO SEE

THE CHRISTMAS
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