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Kemm ikunu sbienh u ffullati
bin-natura I|-imsagar. U ghalhekk
hija tant hasra li pajjizna nieges
minnhom. Tafu li ingas minn 1% ta’
Malta huwa mghotti bis-sigar? Dan
huwa numru veru tal-biki!
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Kif tagraw fpagna 3, issa
I-BirdLife ghadha kemm bdiet tiehu
hsieb masgar gdid — fuq Kemmuna!
Dan il-masgar huwa hafna izghar
minn Foresta 2000, imma f'Malta
anke sigra wahda gdida tghodd,

ahseb u ara 2600!
Kemmuna hija difficli

Ghalhekk fost il-progetti tal-

-:.ﬂ'.' BirdLife, wiehed ghal qalbi hafnaﬁ ghas-

,L « | huwa Foresta 2000. Foresta 2000 ¢ sigar biex jikbru, ghax ftit hemm

4 bdejna nhawluha 20 senailu, u llum ~hamrija, il-blat gieghed fil-wic¢ u
| hemm jikbru iktar minn 21,000sigar:I-gzira mikxufa hafna ghall-irjieh
§ u arbuxxelli. - u r-raxx tal-bahar. Ghalhekk is-
A S S »d sigar ha jkollhom bzonn kura tajba

i A biex jibgghu hajjin, u aktarx li ma
‘ joghlewx hafna. Imma dan ma
¢ jimporta xejn. Jekk joghlew imqgar

: zewg metri jew tlieta u jiffullaw
74 f'xulxin, dawn ghad jaghmlu K
1 fxulxin, dawn ghad jaghmlu kenn

M ghal hafna ghasafar tal-passa

ﬂ_ li jkunu dehlin minn fuq il-bahar

+ ghajjenin mejta.

3 Ghalhekk hadna gost li gejna

8\ /" fdati bil-kura ta’ dal-masgar gdid. U
% la tghaddi I-pandemija ma ndumux

4 :

ma naghmlu harga ghal hemm.
F’isem il-BirdLife nixtigilkom il-

Milied it-Tajieb u Sena Gdida ahjar

minn dis-sena dizastru li kellna!

U?d’i:r

- _ Victor Falzon
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Bahrija ta’ Ras il-Mewt
Death’s Head Moth Acherontia atropos

Il-bahrija ta’ ras il-mewt hija I-ikbar bahrija li ghandna. Jghidulha hekk
mhux ghax iggib is-sehta kif jahsbu xi nies, imma ghax fugq daharha
ghandha marka li gisha ras ta’ mewt. Fir-ritratt jidher mhux il-bahrija
imma x-xaghat (caterpillar) taghha, li jiekol weraq ta’ pjanti mill-familja
tat-tadam u |-patata.
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Ritratt ta’ Aron Tanti

Il-Huttafa F + Dicemb
i

Bufula tal-ghollieq (Cetti’s
warbler) tifrex gwinhajha biex ittir.
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Wrote in this issue...

Thais Amaral (National Aquarium), Desirée
Falzon, Victor Falzon, Marie Vella (BOV)

Klabb Huttaf

Klabb Huttaf is the junior section (-18yrs) of
BirdLife Malta. Members can attend many
activities, including walks, visits to nature
reserves, boat trips and environmental work.
Members received by post the bi-monthly
magazine [l-Auttafa. Families too can
become members, and will then also receive
the quarterly adult members’ magazine Bird’s
Eye View. Subscription is €10 per annum for
Klabb Huttaf and €29 for Family.

contact

tel 21347645 / 21347646

emergency injured bird 79255697

address 57/28 Triq Abate Rigord
Ta’ Xbiex XBX 1120

email info@birdlifemalta.org

website www.birdlifemalta.org

© BirdLife Malta, Dicembru 2020
Disinn u produzzjoni Victor Falzon
Stampat ghand Poulton’s Print
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F’Kemmuna hemm hafna steppa
u hafna xaghri. Dawn huma zewg
ambjenti importanti ghan-natura.
Imma sigar ftit hemm. Ghalhekk
hija idea tajba li jithawlu xi rqajja’
sigar fug Kemmuna, ghax is-sigar
izidu I-bijodiversita’.

F'roggha art dags xi zewg
grawnds tal-futbol, fl-2018 il-
Ministeru tal-Ambjent flimkien mal-
ERA hawlu numru sabih ta’ sigar
u arbuxxelli. Xi xhur ilu I-kura ta’
dan il-masgar zghir ghaddiet f’idejn
il-BirdLife biex inkomplu niehdu
hsiebu ahna.

L-ewwel haga li ghamilna kien
li ghoddejna s-sigar u l-arbuxxelli

N

u sibna b’kollox 2606 hajjin.
Numru sabih hafna.

L-ikbar  battikata  ghal
masgar gdid fpajjiz niexef
bhal Malta hija biex izzomm is-
sigar u arbuxxelli hajjin fis-sajf.
Sigar zghar ma jifilhux nixfa
ghax I-gheruq taghhom ikunu
ghadhom fil-wi¢¢, allura rridu
nsagquhom. Fug Kemmuna
din ftit iktar problema ghax hija
gzira maqtugha ghaliha.

Ghalhekk nawguraw lill-
habiba habrieka taghna Alice
Sicoli, li b’hegga qieghda
bhalissa tiehu hsieb ‘trabbi’
dan il-masgar.

f |
Ghaliex kull sigra Biex ma jaharbux!
mdawra bix-xibka? m Hahaha!

'Bijodiversita. Forom differenti ta’ hajja, il-varjeta tan-natura.

22

Fost is-sigar
imhawlin hemm
xi gharghar

Fil-verita ghax
inkella ahna
ngerrmulhom iz-
zokk u jmutu.

110015 821y
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ﬂix-Xeineka

Mod kif issebbah il-gnien huwa li tippjana dak li se thawwel fuq
livelli differenti. B’hekk I-ghajn ikollha hafna postijiet interessanti
fejn thares. ll-forom differenti u I-lehhiet tal-weraq skuri jew ¢ari
jzidu ma’ dan l-interess. lllum se naghtu harsu lejn il-pjanti xeblieka
u kif dawn ikomplu jzidulek il-hajja fil-gnien.

X’inhi pjanta
xeblieka?

/= Kenn u ikel
% llpost delli galb

fug hajt, u xhin

il-weraq tal-pjanti jishnu bizzejjed,
xeblieka johlog mini- jidhlu ghad-dell qalb
habitat, fejn jghixu g il-weraq tal-pjanta
2/~ jew jistkennu hafna Gremxula xeblieka. Barra minn
f oy . . . . Maltese wall . ..
. annimali. Perezempju, lizard hekk, jekk wizgha tkun

gatt hsibt fejn jistkennu
~ l-insetti u |-ghasafar fix-xita?
Meta tkun niezla x-xita, annimali
|\ bil-gwienah ibatu biex itiru ghax
w4 Jixxarrbulhom il-gwienah. Pjanti
/= xeblieka jaghtu kenn lil ghasafar
.+ zghar bhal buful u vjolini u anke
= lil insetti bhal nahal, gurati, grilli,
== friefet u tant ohrajn.
~ Fil-granet  shan, ix-xeblieka
_ huma habitati perfetti ghall-wiza’.
% Dawn l-ewwel johorgu jixxemmxu
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ll-liedna taghmel hafna weraq ".
folt. Dan johloq habitat ghal
hafna insetti u anke rettili
bhal wiza’ u gremxul.

T

bl Wy

ged tahrab minn predatur,
perezempiju ghasfur, tidhol tigri
tistahba qalb il-weragq folt.
Minbarra |-weraq — li bla dubju
hemm diversi dud, gurati, hanfus
u sfiefed li jikluh — ix-xeblieka
jaghmlu I-fjuri li jigbdu insetti bhal
nahal, friefet u bahrijiet. U bis-
sahha tad-dakra mill-insetti, il-fjuri
jsiru frott, i jittiekel mill-ghasafar.
Insomma nisga shiha tal-ikel
(food web) fuq pjanta wahda.

Pjanta  xeblieka  isimha
maghha. Hija pjanta i
tixxeblek, jigifieri flok ma

trabbi zokk ohxon u treggi
wehidha kif jaghmlu s-sigar,
din trid isserrah ma’ xi haga
wiegfa (aktarx ikun hajt) u
tikber maghha billi tiggranfa,
tehel u tixxabbat.

Wizgha tal-
kampanja
Moorish
gecko

L




Liedna Ivy Hedera helix

Ghandna xeblieka indigeni?
L-ghazla ta’ xeblieka indigeni (jigifieri dawk
li jikbru naturali f'Malta) li jghoddu ghall-
gonna taghna hija zghira. Imma kollha
tajbin biex jigbdu n-natura lejn il-gnien
tieghek. Hawnhekk ha nharsu lejn tnejn.

Din hija xeblieka li kapaci titla’ ma’ hajt wiegaf
minghajr |-ghajnuna ta’ spag jew kannizzati.
Mill-frieghi tal-liedna johorgu gheruq specjali li
jinkullaw il-pjanta mal-hajt. Jekk ghandek hajt bla
xquq il-liedna ma taghmilx hsara imma jekk hemm
Xi xquq jew spazji bejn il-gebel tal-hajt, il-liedna
3 aktarx tidhol bejniethom. L-ahjar ghal-liedna huwa
hajt li jhares lejn it-tramuntana. Tajjeb ukoll li I-hajt
ikun kbir ghax il-liedna tikber u tinfirex hafna.

ll-liedna hija wahda mill-ahjar xeblieka ghan-

r pajiana Sarsaparilla Smilax aspera natura li jista’ jkollok. Taghmel il-fiuri fil-harifa, fi
Zzmien meta ftit ikun hawn fjuri ohrajn. Jekk tinzel
Din ix-xeblieka ghandha xewk zghir li bihom sal-Buskett bhalissa tara kemm ikollhom insetti
' tagbad ma’ affarijiet madwarha biex tixxeblek u I-fjuri tal-liedna. Ftit iehor dawn isiru frott u jigbdu
titla’ ’l fug. Ma tridx hafna kura u facli tkabbarha ghasafar bhall-kapinera u I-isturnell. Matul is-
' miz-zerriegha. Iz-zerriegha ssir f’Novembru- sena I-liedna jkollha gmiel ta’ werag hodor skuri
Dicembru u tista’ ssibha I-Buskett jew f'widien li joholqu kenn mill-elementi anke ghall-bini li ged

. ohrajn. ll-pajzana tista’ tkun mara jew ragel, jikbru mieghu.

jigifieri jekk issib pjanta li fil-harifa ma jkollhiex
frott, dik tkun ragel. Din tista’ tkattarha bil-bi¢¢a.
& Kemm il-fiuri u anke I-frott huma tajbin ghall-
insetti u I-ghasafar fil-gnien fi zmien meta hafna Kull fjura

arbuxxelli geghdin bla fjuri. hija bukkett
maghmul minn
hafna fjuretti,

u kull fjuretta

uoz[e4 sauiseq

a8 jkollha hafna
w
S nektar.
s Il-fjuri tal-
pajzana jifthu
fil-harifa u
jigbdu lejhom
nahal u friefet. =
<
L S ll-liedna
\ < taghmel
hafna frott,
li jigbed
< lejh diversi
5 ll-weraq § ghasafar.
ghandu g
x-xewk mat- S

truf, li jghinu
I-pjanta biex
tiggranfa mal-

! hitan u s-sigar
li tixxeblek
maghhom.

Raymond Galea
uoz[e4 aaisaQ

L-ghenieqed
frott irqiq tal-
pajzana jittiekel
mill-ghasafar,

u dak li jagqa’

jingarr min-

nemel. ll-kapinera mhux biss
tistkenn fil-liedna imma L-isturnell ihobb hafna
anke tbejjet fiha. |-frott tal-liedna.

W T GGD S



AMY’S DIARY <

Heyyy Huttafers,

Christmas is my absolute favourite! Even though this
year we had to “tone it down’.

Between you and me, | was glad Mum and Dad did
most of their shopping online, because that meant we
could spend a lot of weekends in the countryside.
Even when it was raining!

Lots of ponds and streams where to observe shrimps
and frogs! Did you know that frogs AESTIVATE? It's
like ‘hibernation’ but in summer!

[ was just finishing my drawing for BOV's competition. | promise, |
wasn't being messy, the Maltese frog really has those paintlike splotches all
over its body! In fact, it’s called the PAINTED FROG!

DRAwlNa | That's it for this year! | wish you all a lovely Christmas and will write
to you again in 2021!
Toodles!

Amy

be in the chance to

prizes from
BIRDLIFE MALTA ONLINE SHOP:

d
1 st \/OUChel’ 3" @voucher
2nd

voucher

Draw an illustration Take a
inspired by WILDLIFE good and focused

Ask your parent/guardian
to EMAIL the photo to

and NATURE PHOTO of your ART competition@bov.com

18" JANUARY 2021.



ll-Auttafa 161 - Dicembru 2020 * p7

Kont taf li I-pjanti jaghmiu
I-frott apposta biex
jikluhulhom l-annimali?
Meta ghasfur jiekol frotta
jibla’ z-zerriegha b’kollox.
Din tghaddi minn go

fih u terga’ tohrog meta
I-ghasfur jaghmel tojlit!
Fejn taga’ z-zerriegha
tista’ tinbet u ssir pjanta
gdida. Gawda I-ghasfur
ghax qata’ I-guh bil-frotta, ;
u gawdiet il-pjanta ghax !
firxet iz-zerriegha taghha
'l boghod. X’ghageb in-
natura hux!

li-frott li jidher
f’dil-pagna kollu
jsir fil-harifa jew
fix- xitwa. Zmien

tajjeb ghax fih
jongsu I-insetti,
u l-ghasafar ma
jsibux x’jieklu.

imbrijagla
strawbe?ry \

Jekk thawwel imgar
wahda mill-ispe¢i f'din il-
pagna tkun ged tghin lill-
ghasafar ghal hafna snin.

L-isturnell

li jghaddu x-xitwa
maghna jieklu hafna

minn dan it-tip ta’ frott. ,
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Zakak tad-D

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea
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MALTEST FRESHWATER CRAB

WE ARE SO LUCKY! Lucky that in Malta we share our lives with so many different types of plants and
animals, some of which have been crowned as National Species. In this issue we are featuring the Maltese
Freshwater Crab (Potamon fluviatile lanfrancoi), the National Invertebrate,
popularly known as il-qabru or il-granc tal-ilma helu.

The Maltese
Freshwater Crab has
been legally protected
WHERFE IS [T since 1993.* It was further = [T PROTECTED ¢
FOUND ¢ protected through the list
of National Species and
declared as National
Invertebrate

This crab in 2018. **
lives in burrows in
areas where there is
water all year round
and its habitat is
therefore very
restricted.

(S (T
ENDEMIC 7

Yes,
it is endemic,
that is it can only
be found in the Maltese

Islands. It has also become

very rare and endangered
due to loss of habitat, water

abstraction, pollution from

pesticides and illegal

capture.

Photo: © Analise Falzon

*L.N. 49 of 1993

**S.L. 549.120 @
SERA

*le
-



Victor Falzon

II-Huttafa 161 - Dicembru 2020 ¢ p11

The narcissus (or French
daffodil) flowers in December
and January. The flowers
have a lovely smell. Narcissus
is not very common in Malta
but in some places (for
example Foresta 2000) you
should see plenty. Don't pick
any flowers though. Leave
them for the butterflies.

| hope | don’t melt
with this huge sun

Victor Falzon

next to me!

4 Grrr! -
C

limate
change!

Send us
your nature
drawings!

Kingfisher by Francesco Catania (7)

The educational magazine Saghtar is back! And we are happy to have nature features
published in this famous magazine. Register online for free at saghtar.org.mt and
read every monthly issue as it comes out. Thank you Saghtar!

11
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Ibe

Ghasafar li jbejtu fMalta

tu Partna ¢y

ShblemhdLl

i-huttara

Ghalkemm mill-boghod jidher
iswed, lewn ir-rix tar-ras u tad-

h skur li jkangi \‘

Victor Falzon

Isem xjentifiku Proeding
Hirundo rustica
Isem bl-Ingliz
Barn Swallow
Daqs 15-20¢m
Piz 189

Ikel insetti zghar

x\

Habitat berah, aktarx
fejn hemm xi ilma.
Status Komuni fil-passa,
ftit pari jbejtu kull sena.

Jekk trid titghallem iktar
fuq |-ghasafar li jbejtu

'Malta The Breeding T

Ups! Issa
veru ntlift!

= i
Birds of Malta huwa ol

- > T -
-ktieb ghalik. Ghall- _ a
bejgh mill-BirdLife u - []
xi hwienet tal-kotba. \

L
0

e - 1 [ ]

N

1
|
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[I-huttaf jibni |-bejta
minn tajn imhallat b’haxix
niexef. Jibniha dejjem
x’imkien imsaqqgaf, bhal
gherien u spiss fil-bini.

Victor Falzon

Raymond Galea

=

Fll-bejta I-huttafa jkollha
minn tlieta sa seba’ bajdiet.
II-genituri t-tnejn jagbdu
n-nemus biex jitimghuh
lill-frieh taghhom.

II-huttaf m’ilux hafna
jbejjet regolari f'Malta. Sa
10 snin ilu kienet haga
rari imma f’dawn I-ahhar
snin xi pari qed ibejtu
kull sena, spec¢jalment
f’Ghawdex. Nittamaw li
n-numru jkompli jikber.

II-huttaf ihobb ambjenti fejn
hemm I-ilma, ghax f’postijiet
hekk aktarx ikun hemm iktar
nemus, |-ikel favorit tal-huttaf.

Fir-ritratt tidher
gatgha huttaf ihuf fir-
Ma, tista’ xi darba Mela le. Immorru . .
I-Hadd ghax tkun riserva tal-Ghadira.

tohodni r-riserva
tal-Ghadira?

Hi, jimporta zzomm
ftit social distancing
please?

U iva orrajt, x’ghageb.

Biex jaharbu
mill-maltemp u
|I-kesha, hafna

ghasafar ipassu,

jigifieri jaghmlu

vjagg twil minn
art ghal ohra.
Qabel jibda

|-passa, il-huttaf

ihobb jingabar
fi gruppi kbar
u spiss juza

I-wajers tad-dawl.

nue| uoly

Id-daqgs proprju
ta’ bajda
tal-huttafa

euByNg 80
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FOR A MORE
SUSTAINABLE
CHRISTMAS!

Have you ever thought that Christmas and the ocean are actually related?
During Xmas celebrations we produce a lot of plastic waste which can
end up in the ocean! The whole production and transport of new objects
also emit lots of CO; in the atmosphere, contributing to climate change.
So, here are some tips to reduce your Xmas impact this year.

MALTA NATICINAL

AGUARIUM

Mo more producing from virgin
natural resources! When buying
gifts, focus on charity shops and
second-hand items. Or else just
buy local or even make your own
gifts, like a delicious jam in a
reused glass jar!

You can also use flowers, sticks,
leaves and newspaper to decorate
your gifts and house! Or what
about restyling some old fabrics
or clothes you have at home,
cutting them into nice and
personalized gift wraps?

YEAR'S
TAINABLE NEW :
:ES%ILEUHDHE! N 2021, | WILL

ics
. Stop using single-use plastic

Run away from single-use plastics, of course!
No balloons or disposable cutlery and cups,
//’/ for instance. And you might even consider
reducing plastics as part of your New Year's

resolutions! Fill out the checklist here so you

—_— - plan for yourself and for the planet! I—

WWW.AQUARIUM.COM.MT 000
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Smiley «* Grump

Good news and bad news from around ’rhe world

® -

Minus
4.5 million

A ginormous
marine reserve

nguin

A huge new nat Many people still think it’s cool to
reserve in the sea kill animals and take their skin and
has just been created make fur coats for themselves. For
around Tristan da this sick business, many countries

Cunha Islands. These are
four small British islands in
the South Atlantic Ocean. A
circle 740km around the
islands is now protected,
and no fishing is allowed.
That’s great
news for Dblue
sharks, penguins,
albatrosses and
the kelp forests that grow here.
Now the penguins can catch
as many fish as they like. The
area of the marine reserve is
700,000km? —the fourth biggest
in the world. Big Smiley!

raise mink on special farms. Mink
A is a beautiful creature that looks

§ like a weasel.
The Netherlands have many
mink farms, where they

—+  kill 4,500,000 minks

£ cvery vyear But
- SN next year they are
going to shut down

all their mink farms.

We hope other countries
do the same, especially
Denmark, where they Kill
17 million minks every year!
Many other countries in

Europe are slowly stopping
this cruel business. Way to go
Netherlands. Big Grin!

-

Kelp is a
giant seaweed

You poor thing!

Lead-free
wetlands

whooperswan . -,

The EU has voted to stop hunters
from using lead shot when they go
out to kill water birds.

Lead is a poisonous metal, and
one million water birds die every
year from lead poisoning. Swans,
geese and ducks swallow lots of
lead shot by mistake, the lead
poisons them and they die. Lead
can also finish up in our own food
and poison us too.

In some countries, it is already
against the law for hunters to use
lead shot. They use steel shot
instead, which is not poisonous.
Thanks to the new law, now all EU
countries will stop using lead
shot for hunting water birds.

Maltese hunters didn’t like this
news, they want to keep killing birds
with lead shot. But we like it a lot!
Big Smiley!

- Shotgun
cartridges

¥

o Urrgh! |
| hate those
things!
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. Aron Tanti is one of the
' best bird photographers
in Malta. His beautiful
pictures in our books
and magazines have
for many years
dazzled our readers.
This new book
1s a collection of
Aron's best bird
photographs
taken in Malta, with
comments about
. each picture from

the photographer
" himself.

The perfect Christmas
gift for nature lovers!

......
¥y

Available from
® BirdLife Malta

WARNING

® BDL
We didn’t print many copies, so make sure you get _ ® Leading bookshops
yours before this jewel of a book goes out of print! @ http://bit.ly/our_latest_book




