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Malta Ornithological Society (now BirdLife Malta)  
founded in 1962 

first environmental NGO in Malta 
aims - the conservation and study of birds and their habitats.  

 
Before 1960 ornithological field studies - virtually inexistent 

Status, Distribution, Breeding Biology & Colonies of Malta’s seabirds -  practically unknown. 



2006 - 2010 

2009 - 2011 

2011 - 2016 

…15 years of LIFE projects 

2015 - 2020 



…15 years of LIFE projects 



…15 years of LIFE projects 



LIFE06 NAT/MT/097 

SPA site and sea actions saving Puffinus 
yelkouan in Malta 

€1 million - 50% LIFE funded 

Research, conservation & awareness 

2006 - 2010 

 



LIFE06 NAT/MT/000097 

SPA Site and Sea Actions Saving Puffinus yelkouan in Malta 

 
Each partner had a crucial role in the  

realisation of the project 



Main aims of the project 

 
1. To protect Yelkouan Shearwaters in Malta through land and sea 

based actions addressing identified threats 
 
2. To improve the Rdum tal-Madonna SAC/SPA project site for 

visitors and wildlife and increase awareness 
 
3. Set an example for protected area management  

 
4. Identify Marine Special Protection Areas 
  



Land based conservation actions 

 

Management plan 

for SAC/SPA 



Sea based conservation actions 



Improve site and increase awareness 



Telemetry – Data loggers 



Telemetry – Satellite tags 



Malta’s first Marine IBA! 

 

 

 

 

 



Project code: LIFE10 NAT/MT/090 

 

Project name: Creating an inventory of marine IBAs for Puffinus yelkouan, 

Calonectris diomedea & Hydrobates pelagicus in Malta 

 

Duration: Sep 2011 to Jun 2016 

 

Total budget: € 873,964 (50% LIFE funding) 

 

Project partnership: 



Annex I of EC Birds 

Directive 

 

Special Protection 

Areas – Natura 2000 

 



25-nautical mile fishery management zone 

 



Boat-based observations 

 



Telemetry: Radio-tracking 

 



GPS loggers 

 

Geolocators 

 



Monitoring 

 



• 2016: Malta gets it’s first 
Marine SPAs! 

 
• 8 in total covering 27% 

of Malta’s waters 
 

• Marine SPA network will 
open further funding 
opportunities in relation 
to: 

• Managing these 
Natura 2000 sites 

• International 
collaboration for 
offshore areas 
 

• Malta has made a 
huge positive step 
towards protection 
of marine 
environment 



 



Project code: LIFE14 NAT/MT/991 

 

Project name: Securing the Maltese islands for the Yelkouan Shearwater 

Puffinus yelkouan 

 

Duration: Sep 2015 to Jun 2020 

 

Total budget: 1,261,940.00 € (60% LIFE funding) 

 

Project partnership:                                                            Co-financing: 



The LIFE Arcipelagu Garnija project aims to: 
 
• Ensure the long-term recovery of the species - increasing the knowledge of colony 

sites, number of breeding pairs and and their status, and threats faced 
 

• Reduce the direct and indirect human-caused threats by managing them through 
informed concrete conservation actions; 
 

• Increase the number of breeding pairs by approximately 10% and the 
reproductive output of the majority of the breeding colonies by 25%; and 
 

• Tackle the targets of relevant policies, such as Malta’s National Strategy and 
Biodiversity Action Plan (2014-2020), Marine Strategy Framework Directive, Birds 
Directive and the Integrated Monitoring Programme of the Barcelona Convention. 
 



 
Thank you for your attention. 

 

 

Visit our website at  

www.birdlifemalta.org 

 

Email: nicholas.barbara@birdlifemalta.org  


