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Key points 

What is the status of seabirds in the Mediterranean and how it compares 
to the global situation? 
 
Connectivity between Mediterranean seabirds and the Atlantic ocean 
 
What we don’t know yet 
 
Challenges and opportunities – Med and global 



BirdLife International 



Species’ assessments 



359 species 
 
> 900 publications 
 
Systematic and standardized method 
 
Classified impact of each threat on each species (IUCN standards): 
  - scope (% of the population/range affected) 
  - severity (decline rate) 
  - timing (ongoing, past or future) 
 
Threats with a clear impact on the status of the species 

Global review threats to seabirds 
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Global review threats to seabirds 



Global review threats to seabirds 



Global review threats to seabirds 

Ca. 70% species: multiple threats 
> 50% species: marine and terrestrial threats 



Global review threats to seabirds 



And in the Mediterranean? 

44 species 
 
Breeding and visiting species 
 
Threats 
 
Global Red List status 
 
EU Red Lists 2015-2020 
(27 and 27+1 Red List) 



And in the Mediterranean? 
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Status of Mediterranean seabirds 

2015 2020  
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Breeding (n=21) 

Main threats to species occuring in the Med 

Wintering/Migrating (n=23) 

marine 

terrestrial 



Migratory connectivity 

What happens in the Med, does not stay in the Med… 

Most seabird populations that occur in the Mediterranean migrate to/from 

outside the Mediterranean sea   



Migratory connectivity 

Balearic shearwater 

Guilford et al. 2012. PLoS ONE 7 

Oliveira et al., 2015. Global Ecology and 
Conservation 3 



Migratory connectivity 

Yelkouan Shearwater 

Raine et al. 2013. J Ornithol 154 



Migratory connectivity 

Mediterranean Storm Petrel 

Lago et al, 2019. Marine Ornithology 47 

Atlantic Puffin 

Guilford et al. 2011. PLOS ONE 6 



Knowledge gaps 

At-sea threats (and cumulative impacts) 
 - pelagic species 
 
Colony numbers (North African coast) 
 
Emerging threats: plastics, offshore energy 
developments and mesopelagic fisheries 

https://www.lightpollutionmap.info/ 

https://www.lightpollutionmap.info/


Plastics – is that an issue? 

√(n plastics/ km2) Sebilleet al 2015. Environ. Res. Lett. 10 



Challenges and Opportunities 

Challenges 
 
International cooperation / political complexity 
 
Increasing number of Globally Threatened Species 
 
Climate change 
 
Communication (a gull is not an albatross…) 
 
MPA effectiveness/compliance with mitigation measures 
 
Gap science – policy - conservation 

 - Monitoring/long term studies 



Challenges and Opportunities 

Opportunities 
 
International agenda 
 
Seabirds as good indicators 
 
Funding 
 
Public opinion / global push for 
marine conservation 
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