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Eastern Yellow Wagtail Motacilla tschutschensis
fir-riserva tas-Salina — ghasfur iehor gdid ghal Malta!
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Reg.Vol.Org. VO/0052

Ritratt ta’ Victor Falzon
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Aron Tanti

Suppost 10.367 ghax
jien dhalt wara li dalam

U ma rawnix.

Mur pagni 8-9 ghal
ritratt sabih iehor
ta’ zakak abjad.

Nhar is-Sibt 11 Jannar 2020 ftit gabel inzul ix-xemx grupp
membri tal-BirdLife tgassmu madwar is-swar tal-Belt Valletta
biex jaghmlu roost count. X’jigifieri? Jigifieri biex jghoddu
[-ghasafar li jkunu dehlin jorgdu! U I-ghasafar li kienu ha
jghoddu kienu z-zizka bojod.

Iz-zakak abjad (white wagtail) izurna fil-harifa — jigu bl-
eluf. Hafna minnhom jieqfu ftit jistriehu imbaghad ikomplu
jtiru lejn I-Afrika. Ohrajn jiegfu u jghaddu x-xitwa maghna.
Matul il-jum jinfirxu mal-kampanija jfittxu dud u insetti zghar
fir-raba’ u anke mal-gnub tat-torog. Imma filghaxija jingabru
f’numru kbir biex jorqdu flimkien f’xi sigar li jkunu ghall-kenn.
Dawn il-postijiet specjali nghidulhom roosts, u I-ikbar wiehed
f’pajjizna gieghed il-Belt Valletta, sewwasew fis-sigar fi
Pjazza Assedju facc¢ata tal-Qorti!

Kull sena |-BirdLife torganizza attivita biex tghodd iz-
zizka li jidhlu jorqdu I-Belt. L-ikbar numru li gatt tellajna kien
is-sena l-ohra: 14,475 zakak. Din is-sena n-numru kien
ingas, imma xorta total sabih ta’ 10,366 zakak. Dan kien
it-tielet I-ikbar total minn meta bdejna naghmlu dawn ir-roost
counts fl-1986.

Bhas-soltu, grazzi u prosit lill-habib
Daiirekoavonna | taghna Denis Cachia li sena wara sena
fil-Auttafa 150 jiehu hsieb dan I-istudju interessanti u

% importanti.
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Hawn min Jara hxceg kampanga.—u Jgiud “X1 gmlel in-
natura;' 121 hawn min j Jaral- istess art u ngd “Kif se
“nsir smj‘drun minnha?” Hemm pj arr“blex xi kmamar
godma fl-inhawi ta’ Fomm ir-Rih (ara r-ritratt)
jitwaaqghu u flokhom jinbena kumpless taparsi agri-
xi-haga-bil-pixxina - f’kelma wahda jizviluppawh.
Tghid jirbah ir-rispett lejn 1-ambjent jew tirbah il-
kilba ghall-flus.

nue] uoly

Mhux soltu jzuruna ghasafar li fisimhom hemm
il-kelma ‘snow’! Id-durrajsa bajda (snow bunting
Plectophenax nivalis) hija ghasfur zghir li jbejjet fit-tundra
fl-inhawi ta’ fuq nett tal-Ewropa, fosthom fl-Izlanda, ecc.
Ghalkemm fil-harifa din id-durrajsa tpassi 'l isfel, ftit li
xejn tinzel sa dan-nahat tad-dinja, u ghalhekk f'Malta u
anke fil-Mediterran din l-ispeci hija rari mhux hazin. Imma
sewwasew fl-ahhar jiem tas-sena I-ohra tfac¢at wahda
fl-inhawi tal-punent ta’ Malta. Hemmhekk ghamlet ftit
zmien tferkex galb il-blat ghal xi dudu Malti, u tat ¢ans il
skoss berdwocers jitpaxxew biha! Imbaghad sparixxiet...

Nisperaw li I-ikel lokali ghogobha, halli ma tafx kif
nergghu narawha x-xitwa li jmiss!
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Haxix hazin!

Dil-frazi ma tezistix
ghal min ihobb in-natura!
[I-haxix selvagg huwa
I-uniku ikel ghal hafna
insetti. In-nahal u I-friefet
inufu mad-djar, il-btiehi
u |I-gonna taghna jfittxu
I-fjuri. Mill-fjuri jieklu
I-polin (trab isfar) u jixorbu
n-nektar (ilma helu).
Hafna fjuri li nixtru mill-
hwienet tal-gonna jkunu
razez imkabbrin ghall-
kulur biss, u la jkollhom
polin u langas nektar.
Tkun minghalik ged
tkabbar il-fjuri ghall-insetti
u bla ma taf tkun ged
togtolhom bil-guh!
Allahares ma jkunux il-
fjuri selvaggi ghall-insetti.
Ghalhekk ma jezistix
haxix hazin.

Ix-xewk abjad
u t-tfief huma
fost I-iktar

fjuri mfittxijin

mill-insetti

fix-xitwa u

r-rebbiegha. >
X’nista’ naghmel?

Halli roggha hamrija bla ma
$ tizra’ xejn fiha. Ftit ftit taraha
timtela fjuri selvaggi. Hallihom
jaghmlu z-zerriegha. Din
tixtered wahedha u s-sena

d-dienla aktarx li dawn il-pjanti
jergghu jikbrulek.

Halli zewg rogghat hamrija
$ vojta. F'wahda minnhom qalleb
il-hamrija wara li I-fjuri jxerrdu
z-zerriegha. Is-sena ta’ wara
tara differenza f’dak li jikber fiz-
zewg roqghat. B’hekk ikollok
iktar varjeta ta’ fjuri slavag. Din
tigri ghaliex meta tqalleb il-
hamrija tkun gisek ftaht pagna
gdida ghal hafna zrieragh li
jkunu jittajru mar-rih u jaqghu
fil-hamrija mqgallba friska.

Din ghalija
biss! Ghalija

mitluf jiekol il-polin mghannaq

ma’ fjura ta¢-¢istu roza

Il-but huwa parti

mis-sieq ta’ wara

tan-nahla li fiha
tigbor il-polin.

qed timla I-bwiet bil-polin minn
fjura tad-denb il-haruf

ll-kampanja Maltija
gieghda dejjem tonqos u
n-natura qged titlef hafna
postijiet fejn tista’ tghix.
Bi ftit hsieb nistghu
npattu xi ftit billi noholqu
habitati ghan-natura
fil-gonna u I-btiehi §
taghna. F’dis-sensiela
Desirée tagsam maghna
I-esperjenzi taghha

ta’ kif hajret lin-natura
tersaq lejn il-gnien.

Igbor zerriegha ta’ fjuri slavag
li tara fil-kampanja u li jkollhom
l-insetti maghhom. Itfaghhom
fil-hamrija fejn tridhom jikbru

u stenna sakemm jerga’ jasal
l-istagun biex jikbru. Jekk

trid fjuri s-sena kollha, igbor
zerriegha fi staguni differenti.

Jekk m’ghandekx gnien, tista’
xxerred iz-zerriegha fil-wicc¢ tal-
gsari. Fir-ritratt jidhru xi gsari
bil-fjuri tal-buttuniera.

qed jixrob xarba
nektar bnin minn fjura tat-tfief
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' Din il-graf turina I-pajjizi
Gh ad n a I u ra H tal-Unjoni Ewropea u
kemm iggeneraw energija
sostenibbli fl-2018, fi kliem
iehor kemm mill-elettriku
taghhom gie minn sorsi
ndaf, bhal xemx, rih u
ilma tax-xmajjar. Bi 73%
I-Awstrija giet quddiem nett,
u fl-ahhar post, bi 8% biss...
Malta! Veru m’ghandniex
xmajjar imma xemx ghandna
bir-rimi.

Jekk irridu li pajjizna
jaghti sehmu fil-harsien tal-
ambjent, irridu naqdfu hafna

iktar.
Prosit ghalina! J)
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indigenu. Speci li tinsab f’'dak il-post b’'mod naturali, jigifieri ma ddahhlitx mill-bniedem (bl-Ingliz native jew indigenous)

Dan I-ahhar dahal grupp ta’ 65 membri godda fi
Klabb Huttaf, ilkoll mill-iskola Primarja tan-Naxxar!
Prosit, grazzi u merhba.

A Memory Game
A memory . oL

game from .' BirdLife
BirdLife Malta : i

€9.75

Available from BirdLife
outlets or online at
www.birdlifemalta.org

ILLUSTRATED Y VMIiIcTan
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AMY’S DIARY

HEYYY HUTTAFERS,

The one and only Amy here! @@ @

How is your 2020 so far? We walked a lot this winter because the weather was

not too cold, with lots of sun and no vain. No muddy puddles for me to stomp

on, making Dad laugh and Mum voll her eyes at me... But | do worry that this QO
means less food for BIRDS later on. During Science class and Environmental

Week at school we learnt that everything is connected. You know, like the Circle L

of Life in the Lion King?! (Oh Gosh! Now Pll have that song stuck in my head ‘
ALL DAY)!

The nice weather did impress my cousin though. He came over from
London, and we spent a lot of time together. Let me tell you it was tough

keeping his hands off my toys... | know | know sharing is caring...

L o 00 el

But anyhow, Charlie
took a liking to Travwy,
and just could not
understand why |
couldn't spare one piggy
bank when | had 4!

Luckily, BOV's colouring
book (I got it at a Birdlife
event), helped me explain
my savings strategy to
him.

WZ? Z OU. figure out
Ich PIGGY 1 Into

L rn——._

Peace Out

Amy

DONNY

(doy\atiOV\s)
Travy

(Travel Money)

or ¢
Issued by Bank of Valletta p.l.c., 58, Triq San Zakkarija, Il-Belt Valletta VLT 1130. Bov

Bank of Valletta p.l.c. is a public limited company regulated by the MFSA and is licensed to
cBaCr)r\j gut;‘hekt;;/?ness of banking in terms of the Banking Act (Cap. 371 of the Laws of Malta)
ashlin LTA is available to persons over 16 years, loans are available to .
fe b persons over
18 years. Other Terms and Conditions apply and can be accessed on www.bov.com. Bank OF Valletta




Il-Huttafa 156 + Frar 2020 * p7

Ix-xitwa ghaddiet u xi ghasafar tal-passa diga tfaccaw biex ifakkruna li waslet
ir-rebbiegha. L-ghasfur li s-soltu nasso¢jaw mal-wasla tar-rebbiegha huwa

I-huttafa, li ghaliha msemmi Klabb Huttaf u I-magazin taghna! Xi huttaf fil-fatt
diga beda jidher. Inma kif naraw minn dawn ir-ritratti hemm xi kﬁgiﬁ'i u terzi
kugini li jixbhu I-huttaf. Naraw liema huma, u kif naghrfuhom minn xulxin..

4 Huttafa Regina

é Barn Swallow tal-Huttaf
Red-rumped
Swallow

denbha
magsum f’zewg
ponot twal

\

denbha
magsum f’zewg , .
?:fxn%haa’ ponot twal m %F;ingr;e X
ghongha ghongha

ghandha faxx
ma’ ghongha

Hawwiefa Hawwiefa

Aron Tanti

House Martin m’ghandhiex -
il tax-Xtut
ghongha Sand Martin

kannella

— =
-

denbha
qasir

denbha
gasir

zaqgha

bajda

gwinhajh
twal hafna

gwinhajh
twal hafna

Victor Falzon

ghandu faxx
ma’ ghonqu

denbu

dent_>u qasir
gasir
Rundun
Rundun Zaqqu Bajda
Common Swift Alpine Swift

D509 +7) PALIGY L
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Zakak Abjad

White Wagtail Motacilla alba

-
Ritratt ta’ Charles Galea Bonavia mehud fir-riserva naturali tal-Ghadira

[ 1

il




Poster lI-Auttafa |

-
BirdLife

MALTA
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DO YOU WANT
TO FIND NEMO,

THE CLOWNFISH?

AQUARIUM
THEN YOU BETTER LOOK CLOSELY IN
SEA ANEMONES (EVEN THOUGH THEY
DO NOT HAPPEN IN MALTA)!
WHY DO THEY STAY THERE? DON'T THEY GET STUNG?
By hiding among the anemones’ tentacles, Sea anemones have stinging tentacles that
the clownfish receives protection from are used to immobilise their prey. However,
predators and also ends up eating the clownfish have mucus outside their skin
anemone's food leftovers. They actually that protects them from being stung!

can't survive out of the anemone!

THEY CAN CHANGE SEX!

Clownfish live in groups of one A
dominant female (the largest fish k W m um 'I'OO? 4
in the group), one adult male and e : =
other immature juveniles. If the

by

- . Yes! Some species of clownfish are very

::Eers:: . : ';ﬁa aI:..fn::- r:lna;l:c . :'2: territorial and defend their anemone from
. 4k redators. They also pick awa arasites

leading position, and the largest DS y P s

from the anemone, and the fish's waste

undifferentiated juvenile  will give essential nutrients to the anemone.

become the new male of the
group!

L

COME AND VISIT OUR CLOWNFISH AT
e — THE MALTA NATIONAL AQUARIUM!

10 WWW.AQUARIUM.COM.MT
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Ii-Hadd 29 Marzu 2020

Iktar taghrif fl-isponsorsheet % L
inkluza mal-magazin.
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_ ’ oetem: | Regghet waslet il-Mixja ta’ Marzu, u kif taraw
Lt ) mill-mappa dis-sena ghandna rotta éirkolari,
jigifieri li tispicca fl-istess post fejn tibda. Se
niltagghu I-Buskett, nimxu lejn Dingli Cliffs,
nghaddu mill-Fawwara, mis-Salib tal-Gholja u
’ I-Wied tal-Girgenti, u nergghu lura |-Buskett.
Sintendi, ghal min jiehu sehem, Twila 8km imma fi tliet sighat ghandna
Xi rigali ma jongsux! naghmluha, anke b’zewg wagfiet ta’ mistrieh.
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anbn asop

Bhas-soltu ghal dil-mixja nistiednu |-partecipanti
biex jigbru xi flus, biex il-BirdLife tuzahom fxi
progett milli jkollha. Dis-sena bil-flus li jingabru ha
nixtru satellite tags, apparat zghir u hafif (imma
ghaljin immens!) li jitwahhlu mar-rix ta’ dahar xi
~ . v . ghasafar (ara ritratt). L-ghasafar jinhelsu, u bil-
GPS insegwu mnejn jghaddu wagqt il-passa, fejn
jiegfu u hafna taghrif iehor. Dan it-taghrif imbaghad
jghinna biex nipprotegu I-ghasafar. Perezempju
bis-sahha ta’ dawn it-tags erba’ snin ilu |-BirdLife
gabet protezzjoni ghal roqgha kbira ta’ bahar fejn
it-tajr tal-bahar imur jistad.

Ghalhekk jekk joghgobkom ghinuna biex
Ghal aktar attivitajiet dejjem i¢éekkjaw fil-websajt nghinuhom! Grazzi.

11

15 Frar 2020. Membri ta’ Klabb Huttaf jiltagghu ma’ bahrija
fir-riserva tal-Ghadira, ftit gabel ma nhelset. Din I-attivita
saret apposta filghaxija halli I-membri jgawdu ftit annimali
li mhux soltu narawhom, minhabba li johorgu meta jidlam.
Barra bahrijiet rajna wkoll hafna friefet il-lejl u qghadna
nsegwuhom bil-bat detectors.
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Ghasafar li jbejtu fMalta
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ll-qurriegha kannella
lewn i¢-¢ikkulata.
Bhal tal-ghasfur tal-
bejt imma ftit iktar
hamranija.

ll-fattizz li mill-ewwel
jaghraf gahgah minn
ghasfur tal-bejt hija
din id-dabra sewda
fuq wiccu. L-ghasfur
tal-bejt ma jkollux din
id-dabra.

Bhall-ghasfur tal-bejt, il-gahgah
ukoll ghandu I-iswed taht
geddumu, imma ma jibgax

niezel sa fuq sidru.

ll-gahgah huwa ftit izghar
mill-ghasfur tal-bejt.
Kultant I-ghasafar tal-bejt
jibbulijaw lill-gahgah!
Isibuh zghir miskin!

Isem xjentifiku

Passer motanus

Isem bl-Ingliz

Tree Sparrow

Dags 12.5-14¢m

Piz 24g

Ikel

zrieragh, insetti, frott

Habitat Rziezet fil- : .

kampania, bini qadim Y YRRURIR! ¥ L e e
Status Residenti s-sena , | , The Breeding Birds of

kollha. Mhux komuni : . Malta huwa |-ktieb ghalik.

, : : ’ 1 Ghall-bejgh mill-BirdLife u
T

xi hwienet tal-kotba.
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Id-dags proprju ta’
bajda tal-gahgah

Ghalkemm bl-Ingliz
jismu tree sparrow,
il-gahgah rari hafna
jbejjet fis-sigar.
Jippreferi xquq fil-hitan.

-'1'."" -

II-gahgah zaghzugh

ikollu I-kuluri iktar

mitfijin. Fil-gahgah, I-irgiel
u n-nisa jkunu

1 [-istess kulur.
Jekk tharsu sew, [} .. .
ittebgha sewda |z-zewg ghasafar

o iccu diga . .
e f'dan ir-ritratt

jistghu jkunu ragel
u mara, zewg irgiel
jew zewg nisal

tal-bejt gahgah

Joe Sultana

Denis Cachia
nue| uoly

L-isfond mhux
l-istess kulur...

{"’
t

L-ambjent tal-gahgah huwa rzieze

(.\\)k
fil-kampanja, bini gadim, barrieri,
truf ta’ rhula zghar. Hemmhekk Jdaw ronanein..
isib x’jiekol mill-kampanja fil-qrib, ek Waste
u jsib fejn ibejjet fil-hitan.

:L;J

W
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TaI-Wej._. what é strange name' Many people have ho idéa J
_'where the place is or'even heard of it. But the hundreds o‘fl .
fémmes who *I"ve aroundithis green: loasis are proud. ‘_ |

1< of their very'own nature park:And if you Ilkfe ﬁatm‘e

X or archaeology,\ it’s d great place fb# a walk

"'\-C"-_- iy -L_,'!.

3_ So off I went ‘for a walk theresd e dé“ys’ﬁgo;

o

stonechat
tax-xitwa) |

Charles Galea Bonavia

Nice and green three walking about

The first thing | noticed was how green the place in a rocky field.
was. It hadn’t rained for weeks so | thought it would all  Looking for bugs
be kind of drying up. But it wasn't, it was lush and full ~ and slugs, I’'m sure.
of wild flowers everywhere.

What'’s that lovely call?

And that other nice call?

But now there was another bird calling. Another
The second thing | noticed was the meadow pipits small bird, but very different from the meadow pipit
calling. They have this nice Pss-wss-wss-wss-wss! — this one was going wss-chak! wss-chak! chak!
call that tells you they’re around. And a good thing wss-chak! and | knew just where to look to find him.
too, because meadow pipits are so hard to spot. On top of that pile of stones? No! Top of that shrub?
They have great camouflage and you don’t see them  No! Top of that tall dry stalk? Aha! Black head, rusty
if they’re on the ground among the plants. But | had breast... yesss, a lovely male stonechat.
my trusty binoculars, so | zoomed on a place where

i |
| heard some calls, and yup! | soon spotted two or Trumpets, bees, fans and vipers!

| walked along the The small-flowered viper’s
stony path, with lots of bugloss (ilsien il-fart zghir)

flowers growing on each
side. There was a row
of lovely red campion
flowers waving in the
breeze, and cape sorrel
with yellow trumpet
flowers. Some flowers
had honey-bees stuck

> z‘r’gxﬁ glirfdewi?: . half-way in drinking the

253% good camouflage. sweet nectar. There were

also lots of borage, with
big bristly leaves and blue

Aron Tanti
Victor Falzon
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flowers, also a favourite with bees.
Blue flowers are not common

in Malta; but there was another
plant with blue flowers: the small-
flowered viper’s bugloss. My,
what a long name! Its flowers are = |
very small, and to take a picture 1 I
had to squat down real low, | felt ¢
almost like a bee... bzzz!

And just as | was getting up,
| came face to face with a lovely fan-lipped orchid.
Just one. So pretty, so delicate and so rare. And so
easy to miss.

An ancient tomb

| walked to a rocky patch. There were some
ancient square holes cut in the ground. | wonder
how old they were, and what they were for. There
was an old stone tomb
nearby too. Wow, the
ancient people cut all
that rock without power
tools!

And there were
ancient cart ruts too,
right across the path.

If you like archaeology
(like me), Tal-Wejis a
great place to visit.

Victor Falzon
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Crown anemone
(Kahwiela)

=Ty

Issa sew! Int
hem bit-Taljan?
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No shrimpy!

Then | walked to a place where there’s
usually a nice big pond, where | knew a
strange-ancient creature lives: the tadpole
shrimp. But when | got there there was no
pond... just a dry patch with dry mud at the
bottom. Ah, but in that dry mud there are
the eggs of the shrimp, lying there waiting
for the rain. And when it rains the eggs will
hatch and grow into shrimps. And they too
will lay eggs! Well | hope so because the tadpole
shrimp is mega-rare and almost extinct from Malta.

Cissik! Cissik! A white wagtail zoomed by and
landed ten metres away, bobbing its long tail up and
down. Maybe he too hoped to find the pond. Wagtails
love to walk around the edge of a pond looking for tiny
creepy crawlies to eat. Sorry friend, no luck this time!

Queen of flowers

It was time to head back home.
But as | looked about through my
binoculars one last time | saw a violet
spot in a patch of yellow flowers. |
walked to the patch and yayy! it was
a crown anemone — a queen among
flowers. | was so excited because |
hadn’t seen one in three years. And
around it... a whole patch of them.
Awesome!




NATIONAL SPECIES

WE ARE SO LUCKY! Lucky that in Malta we share our lives with so many different types of
plants and animals. Each one with its own unique qualities. Some of these flora and fauna
are indigenous while others are endemic. But what does this really mean?

MEDITERRANEAN

KILLIFISH
Photo: © Raymond Caruana - Killifish
Conservation Project (KCP)

MALTESE
FRESHWATER CRAB

Photo: © Annalise Falzon

SANDARAC
GUM TREE

MALTESE ROCK
CENTAURY

BLUE ROCK
THRUSH

Photo: © Carmel Camilleri

When a species is indigenous it is naturally found in one country but can also be found in other countries. On
the other hand, an endemic species can only be found naturally within its country of origin. This makes them
very unique and also very special!

Five of these types of species have been crowned as National species. Meaning that not only is there a law
that protects them, but that they have been recognised as species which remind you of Malta and our Maltese
identity. The National species of the Maltese Islands are the Mediterranean Killifish, the Maltese Freshwater
Crab, the Maltese Rock Centaury, the Sandarac Gum Tree and the Blue Rock Thrush.

LOOK OUT FOR THE BLUE ROCK THRUSH IN THE NEXT ISSUE ! =ERA



