




Light from coastal towns 
or offshore bunkering 
ships disorients 
fledgling shearwaters 
when the birds leave 
the nests, and affects 
the colonies’ activity.

Light pollution

Marine pollution
Shearwaters are affected 
by waste material such as 
microplastics or petroleum 
when they swallow it.    

Development
Building and development 
near the cliffs disturb 
shearwater colonies and 
destroy breeding habitat.

Noise pollution
Light and noise from 
recreational and commercial 
boat activity disturb 
shearwater colonies during 
the breeding season.

Fishing bycatch
The fishing longline are 
the main threat at sea 
for shearwaters.

Predation
 Litter left behind by 
people near the breeding 
colonies attracts rats, 
which then attack and kill 
shearwater chicks in the 
nests and devour the eggs.
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