




131 ~ [],S 
EtJE 
lJIEUJ February 1982 ~~umber 5 

An MOS i cation to give members a bird 1 s eye view of what happened, what is happening, 
and will be happening within the NIOS, The Ornithological Society - the society for 
the study and protection of birds in Malta. 
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FHOIH COVCH : The 1105 new publication - A 
New Guitle to the Birds of !·1alta . For fur~ 
ther details see page 4. 
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BACK COVEll : The ruggeo south eli ffs of 
Gozo provide sanctuary to the breeding 
shearwaters. 

The new bird laws which all Maltese conservationists had ac­
claJ:med with abounding pleasure and fervour last year seemed 
to be inexistent in their first trial in spring 1981. The 
irresponsible shooters for whom they were aimed disregarded 
them totally. We have witnessed the breaking of all the re-
gulations at one time or another a large number of shooters 
who are a continuous hazard for bird conservation. Protected 
birds were not safe from these trigger-happy b 

ted areas were violated day in day out. We had 
something similar, but not._ to this extent. We understand that 
one cannot change the mentality and the traditions of· a whole 
country 1vith a stroke of the pen; we understand that the po­
lice are quite stretched and have many other problems to solve 
as well i but WR MUST EMPHASIZE THE NEED NOT TO LET THESE LANS 
GO INTO SLUMBER AND OBLIVION. They would then need greater 
eft.orts to enforce them than it took to enact them. 

The MOS is prepared not to let this happen. Its educational 
campaign would leave no stone unturned; but MOS is not at 
present in a position to enforce the law itself. Some cases 
taken to court on the initiative of MOS members have been 
dragging· tor months at the law courts with several v;hole mor­
nings wa.sted. If we have to take action for every infringe­
ment we spot we would have to put up house at the law courts. 

Many lar.-J-abi'ding shooteJ':S have also been grumbling about this 
chaotic, sad state of affairs. But grumbling will get one 
nowhere. Action is needed. We appeal to them to act, to or­
ganize themselves against the mar:Jy others who are bringing 
the whole sit:uation in one big chaos of bird destruction . 

.__•oe Sultana 
EDITOR 
February 82 



BIRD TRAPPING HABITS 

It seems that a change in one 1 s env l ronment 
does not make one to change his bad hao 1 ts. 
Two Maltese immiarants were fined £.1000 and 
had all their tr~ooina eauioment confisca­
ted when 
RSPCA i 
d iff c i 

i d ':1ot 
is legal 

MOSY'S NEW OFFICER 

Michael Grima, a veteran 
the new Officer in 
Youths - note the 
from that of 

inches 1 

reen-
iv ty. An­

no re-
out that the 
goose ; s 

fin 
but i l-

IMOS 
of name 
l. Mike, 

a dedicated teacher and a stauncn conserva-
tioni excells in youth leadership and 
MOSY wi l, no doub-t, continue to flour·ish 
under his care. He has 
Warden at the EducatJon 

where he has 
conservation 
(and hopeful 

NETS TO MOS 

an regarding i"he 
one ng scheme in 

Malta was reached and the th.:;;n 
Minister of Labour, and Social Wel-
fare, Miss 1\. Barbara (see BEV No.3), Fol­
Lowing this the Minister Herself presented a 
number of mist-nets to the -~OS as a oesture 
of These mist-nets were ~ 
held rhe •\iluseum of Natural 
are now used by tvlOS r i for 
oses. Unless one is a icenced r i nqer one 
s te(la ll y prohibited to keep and uSe a 

:n i st-~e-r, 

BIRDS OF MALTA 

p, CJEVI GUIDE l 0 THE 8 !nilS OF 
Sultana & Charles Gauci and 

ram has just been 
t con-r-ains 208 

36 line drawings, 1 

rvlf\L by Joe 
i ll u t r a led by 
oub L shed by 

2 colour 

otos and 19 maps ( 17 which are 
wit-h recoveries of rinqecJ birds). 
contains a table show oeneral 

estimatns of birds kill2d and in 
~1alta annually. The foreword has been writ­
ten by the renowned ornitholoqist W. !?, P. 
Bourne. This book i·he- lous MOS 
publication- Gui to the rds of Malta 
and adds a lo·i· of information on the natu­
ral history of r~al-1-a's breeding birds and 
the behaviour of various SDecies 
+heir in Malta. It also i-
f ies and pre-
sents the f uc t s of where, when and how 
shooting and are carried out, The 
results of bird-r in "~alta are also 

1ted in de-~ai 1s book is noT an 
ification guide , for which there 

would be no justification when mu h V~'ider 

ications are availabLe. Its rna n aim is 

and ad is t· have 

detailed oas and 
birds 

will receive no royalties 
will go to the 

es (Hardbound 
at £9.90 Bach and Paperback at £6.90 each) 

be ordered directly from ihe ~V!OS. 
cover). 

Defying the law ~:-~' ... lli:•""""""J IT-TNEJN, l4TA'SETTEMBRU, 1981 

!he blatant. perslStent and defiantdtsregacd of the v-- ~~ 
a promment bird sanctuary .as Buskett Gard~ "' • " gmngcausefo.rprotestbymembers~ ~,.,_n . 11-Ligl U J-Ghasafar 
conservatiomsts. ~· e__~QQ\.l\t."1;1 , 
. Thea~thontiesmustbP::;;- '0 S;\1~ . o..;,::,c!( ..,..,A' KULL SENA f'dawn il-jiem J-uf'lasafar jihdew 
~rresp.ons~bl_e_~~~',. 'lfl'li.an'C\\: t tne .._u'fO.e~/ . 1Pin in-nat'!a t'lsfel ta' 1-Ewro'Pa hiex ifiu-.:ul-
ec~set p.•-., «'tt\\'l:,.:-\ 1 uer.ce& Go\. t\\~W pe¥ 8(J ···~.-.1 il-vban;, •--· • af:~;r 

'rft~\,SV' .. co"'\s~oou&tr~~~\;~ce: "t( p 0"f!tlt_t>h. SkAH _'fJ~ro. 'It _ tal-

·• I Q(Jd 
:~ ,, •\) :t "'1\.co~?:'!:( na..te _ __.. ,_p. / Yes · 

i srtd -. ._.!.lOlJ w;;;~s 8_h~7:,:n.; ----- hu 
tr\ '" . ,...,1 se,~o"ns - , \'"~··' :J.l'TE.'IttBJUtll,~ '"· t ,o, 
no\~'?_THETJMES,MOND~~~b f ·Q .:2t. L. h:"trd Sl\00\~tS 3 ~: 
are.<~~~- ·n num e u ,,_/ A '-recot'<ied,he 

V., \\D e(e <W'' a.~oiJ. i I . . red in~ would/ " , -~~-met~· ~o~':\i.) '1,.\"'.:il.l \ncrease theywouldhavebeenconslde sald. / ;$',(. 4'oo~ qn ~t 
· ' et · - . unters. . ~ ·..: v 

Of the "tJ\: .Q.s'\\"1.\'C\Q.~C{~ kaltt fall' game by h hooterS, he S~l.ld, . .. q: 1"-:r,....0o.i:~(i ,¢)~ •lt[iT!:f'att 

Portes ";;.;:~t!et,~~j .~~§fRe,i9.rt<' V(h~ 11'\ "l\lpposljislrieiiu u jislkz.:::~~',"' ;'600•'>• Anton 'o\JQ.!.."l.)\t\tot:11\. ~ - Ther~ were~.,..,,....,.,. +""""_,..urac..._·~ <? ... vC'tiiJ-c~,.* ..0 49 ~r, fejn 

I Police urged to follow up Buskett swoop ~"<~~~~~!!:i~;?o ·a 

Bya~taff~er __ pref3~nt were_ stretched due ~I ~::~~~~t~~t~~~~~hob~~k~~ --~" ~~~{.s-~t~o1. 
The Orrutholog:tcal Soc1ety p~htlcalmeetmgsandothe~com lawbyshootingatbudsofpreyin jitta'· ~/"' (>% ""?. ,...Q' 

welcomed the news y~sterday m~tments. The fact that m the protected areas but no one spoke J~_ t1 _ 0 o ~"" 0.. 
Ghat the Police had carrted out an rrud they-apprehended 16 people out, and this mcluded the1r as- ij. ·· ~ 'l'<'i 1'1-J'~ ~n °' 
intensiveraidatBuskettandthat meant that ~here were many sociatwn,itwaspointedout. v~' J!ef!l '• 7 c. :fl'lfl xi sh~tguns and ammunition were huntersbreakmgthelawbecause. Last Thursday's raid followed :me~- kbir ~ 01'1 Kull 
se1zed from those breaking the Thursday was not a day when correspondence and editoriai va agtr Ia' mm)..,_ ,nerru, 

~~c~~:he .gardens, a bird ~~~eB:;ke~.'T&:ehs~~~e~;::a~ Th~!fi::s ~hi~~ 0~~{:dt 0i~t ~! Cat_uri _qed_ j_iksru 1-Ligi, 
A spokesman urged the Police ded that the Police should patrol bl?tant disregard· of the law at eth ~.i1-Ligl, ~ed ukoU 

tofollowuptheiractiontoensure these ;:u-eas more freque.ntly th1s prominent bird sanctuary. nar _ f post fejn huma 
that bird shooters would notre- though lt was good on occasiOns The editorial also suggested that 
turf!-. It was suggested that the to have a surpnse swoop such as a number of wardens could be re-- <9'~ 
Pohcec_ouldsetupasmallsq~ad, that held on Thursday. . crmtei:i to help th<: Police to en- -• ~ 
even wtth men from the De)ma La~t year ~e spokesman sa1d, sure CC?mpli~cewtth the Law. - .t,s- ..£-&-..:,.<£ ~ 
Corps, so that control could be ~he Pollee raided Buskett one day _Earlier this ~onth _ the ()' ..£~ ~0 \off!'> ·.- _ 

~l~;~;~tly enforced over these ~eo~f~tb~tb;~illa~~ h~~~~tb~~~ ~~!~o~~~c~~~h~e;Kn~~~~(~4~~~<;~~~~~ <'~;.-
The soctety's spokesman sru.d zards were shot down a~ Buskett d1sappomted at ~e way shooteJ'"t_.; :r{')""':s- 1~ '6-- ~</"'? q -6 

that Thursday's swo~p was .a the followu?-g day. Th~s meant were completely 1gnoring t~e law-. t:' L .q; to 0~ 1"-'t0 :tA 
good effort by the Pollee who at; that the Police have to tallow up _and_shootingat protected bmis in- ~lt: 'IJ] <tt'0 -A ~ 6?"/_.;-~ ... 

Autumn migration saw a repetition of the 
same sad spring story regarding resoect to­
wards bird Laws (see Comment on oaoe 1). 
Shooters roamed at random, unchecked at Bus­
kett, the only wooded bird sanctuary in the 
Islands. And when th-~ birds of 
tected species) arrived in 
were felled down mercilessly 
cases. In just 13 days - from 
September - no fewer than 84 
6 Kestrels, 6 Lesser 
1 Eleonora's~ and about 8 
falcons and broadwings were shot down in and 
around Buskett aLone. MOS members showed 
their disapproval and the mass med 1 a was 

a mrd sanctuary where _nQ one.. -'%,.ZJ~04C '~tc;"'1C>l 
was _even permitted to carry a ~,S.~-:; ~ (>61 4~ 

s~k~·. had _also been ca~s <'Jr./:.'%~ ~$l."' 
when shooters msulted members 6r0~ o 

U~~o"' t;hl¥he'hfu'l"'l:-' 'E;~n editors of to-:;a~L 
dai~ies lent a hand by protesting in lead1no 
art 1cles inst the chaos at Buskett and -

the ice to act. So did the ~~OS 
us all its lobbyinq powers. And the Po-
L ice at last, even thOugh s-1-retched to 
breaking due to the tical cam-
paign of General did ac~. In 
-!-he first raid at Buskett on 
17 guns were confiscated. A 
produced 5 more guns. And a few more 
were confiscated at later But all is 
not welL yet. We stilL hear shots ringina in 
and round Buskett, " 
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'Sbieh jitiajru hielsa 1 (Beautiful f 
free) is the 

set up 
at the 25tn Malta lnfernational Fair. T­
snic+s depict ina a C~·olden OriCJle on c fitl 
~ree brand-, car~ving th;;; same message we~e 
just as th the public. Those who 
wol.'ld l To acquire these sticKers laf 
10c each) and aT-Shirt {a-:- £M1.25) sizes 
varyinSJ from 26-36 should write to tne t•AOS. 
Overseas orders s11ould include postage ex-
penses. 
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ENVIRONMENT/'L COURSE 

The MOS Youths toqether with the lnterna-
t ional Youth Fedef-at ion orqan i sed an i nrer­
national training course on natural environ­
ment conservation. 28 youths hail inq from 11 

countries at tended the couf-se which 
at the Education Department 1 s Field 

Studies Centre, at Di i, from 17th- 29th 
July 1981. Besides d inq the problem 
of shooting and trapping birds in the Is­
lands, the youths focused their attention 
also on other environmental problems resull-

from Land Use, Tourism, Agriculture and 
use of Soft Energy. The course's act i­

vities included a visit to Gozo where a 
night was spent at Ta' Cenc Cliffs above the 
Cory's Shearwaters colony. The icipant 
also visited the National r~atun"~ at 
Ghadira where they gave a symbolic helping 
hand by planting some prickly pear trees. 
Durinq the course the participants had the 
chance to exchanoe ideas and 

Director of 
t roduct ion 
schools. 

th 

DAY, JULY 11. 1981 

e martins steal Mosta p 
-first breeding record 

"l anynoay s ~nennon .e?'-cept mg record for the b 1rd m Malta. A perhars, tht? 
tba ,.. ren waJtmg at closely related species. th . _ c at the MaltE 
a bus stage to .. , a peopte wo were able • o c 
bus. , seven years ago 

But the welfare of four of the '"1"'\..- • uv"' --

How refreshin i+ is to hear of a new breed-
ing a country wherE· thE· destruc-
tion Dire ife is prevaLent. How refre-
shing it is for i"he MOS i"o hear of such an 
occurrence ir; Mal L:l wher 
it had witnessed the 
Jackdaw, a ies w 
throuahout ranae. 
to he~r of such oood b i rC news when 
is presently wit~essi the extermination 
of the Flarn Owl and Peregrine fr-om the 
Maltese !-s lands. 

It all started in June 1981 when 6 Mouse 
Mart ins were seen on several cavs 
ing for nest sites at buiLdings in 

:!1 
E 
'-< 
~ ~ -.. 

busy of J'v'iosta opposite the 
dome, House ~~art in is a sp!""" 
autumn migrant in our IsLands, a 
Di!~ds behavina in such a curious manner 
( nad never bee~ recorded breed ira in 

) attracted the attention of one and 
all at Mosta - more so when 
t1vo pairs started laborious 

isi ic clay nests. 
s out it was most 

letters and 
even from some 

"Times article 
House ~'!art i r.s had 

The 

Left : The building 
wl th arrows pointing 
at the nest sites. 

Below : The two nests 
with one of the 
adults feeding the 
young. 



Malta Television found it appropriate to 
:; it FuLL coverage in the main news bul-
in. SmaU of people were fre-

quentLy noted square at Most a look-
uo amused by the antics of the birds. 

least three young were noted in each nest 
oei fed frequently by the adults until all 
of disappeared by mid-August. It is 
hooed that they have migrated safely to the 
south. The ~OS waits eagerly to see whether 
some of these birds return in 1982. 

This occurrence reminds us of a similar in­
stunce -this time a pair of Swallows which 
bred in a house in the village of Mqabba in 
1974. The only ious reference to Swal-
Lows breeding in was made by Anto11io 
Schemori in 1843 when he stated that a few 
breed. The Oflly occupant of the house, an 
old man by the name of Toni ELlul nicknamed 
ll-r3aqhdan (The Harrier) ironically used to 
sell quns and ammunition for a l ivi Toni 
Left one of the back windows open he 
not iced a pair of Swallows entering fre-

t he house. They eventually built 
end dry grass nest in the corner by 

one of the beams in his !:Jedroom, He was 
thr 1 L Led w 1 th the birds and spread the word 
in Jhe vil so that no one molests any 
"lirundines. and living alone 
ihese birds him. He '.'-/aS afraid 
7') Loose therr.. He is stiLl remembered with 
tears ir his talki of his Swallows, 
describing how used +o 1 ve great 
oleasure watchinq them flying in and out of 
his house twitterinq. They raised four 

o which fleoged, in early After 
-mlqrated Toni asked 11/Jill come 

aqa\n nexr ' If they did return they 
must have the back window closed -
Toni Nas 'lO longer there. 

DUTCH ARTICLE 

Jan Hopman, a Dutch naturalist/journalist, 
who is a member of the Editorial Board of 
GRASDUINEN- o relatively new Dutch nature 
magazine with a circulation of 32,000-
visited Malta for a fortnight to write an 
article on the MOS and its bird conserva­
tion projects some of which were financed 
by the European Committee for the Preverr­
tion of Mass Destruction of Migratory Birds 
The article eventuaLLy appeared in the No­
vember issue, 1981. Jan was accompanied by 
Siegfried Woldhek, co-ordinator of the 
European Committee, who had previously vi­
sited Malta twice- first to qather first 
hand information on the bird Situation in 
Malta (his findings were reported in his 
publication 'Bird Killing in the Mediter­
ranean' and the second time when he at ten~ 
ded the ICBP European Conference which was 
held in Malta. (Siegfried & Jan). 

Inset - the Swallows r nest. 
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'Mill~Bejta ta' l-Aghsafar' (From the Birds' 
Nest) and 'L-Aghsafar' (The Birds) are -!-he 
titles of fortnightly columns by 
the MOS for IT-TORCA and I respect i-
vely, the only 2 Maltese Sunday .0 apers. 
Th.ese newspapers support the views of Mal­
-:-a's two political parties respectively and 
as such they have a Large readership between 
them. The columns include information on 
Malta's birds, bfrd co11servation articles 
and MOS news. 

COUNCIL OF EUROPE SYMPOSIUM 

The Eurooean Committee for the conservation 
of Natur~ and Natural Pesources sed a 

iurn on Tourism 1 Environmeni Censer-
and Environmental Fducation in Malta 

from 3-10 October 1981. lnter·ac-:-ions between 
Tourism and Environment are common io alL 

countries" The Environment of the 
Islands, which arc sMall but with a 

poou L at l on 300,000 and th over 
700,000 tourists v s t ng the island 
one has been subjected to 
sure l ng aLl ; ts aspects. 
there is very Little general awareness of 
this problem at the Local leveL The 
tives of ~he symposium were relal-ec' to is 
problem. A public meetina and discuss:on 
with voluntary envlronr.1e~tal groups, includ­
ing MOS, were also held. 

GHADIRA AT NAXXAR 

in spring 1981, the main extra curriculum 
activity at Naxxar Secondary School was 
a project on Ghadira Reserve. This 
was organised by Mr C. Gauc i (~OS Counc ll 
Member and Rinqing Secretary) and Mr A. 
Attard, who are both teachers of science and 

at !he school. 
part [c 

student l'>ias 
they used for their pro­

which they contributed 1Qc each 
Pictures and notEJs on the breed 
the Ghadira area, as well as on 

are to breed in the 
students wno also 

larqe modeL of the nature reser-

ra' was aLso organised 
school 1 s students. To top this all 2 most 
attractive exhibition of all the students' 
work was set up and other secondary schools 
1Nere i nv l ted to see the exhibition. Suer, ac­
tivities in schooLs are highly commendable 
end it would help our conservation cause im-

i f other school 1 s copy Naxxar Boys' 
s exampLe. 

Students watching the exhibition and (right) Charles Gauci describing the model of Chad ira 
to some of the students. 
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GUNS & TURTlE DOVES 

THE NU~IBER OF GUf6 AND ..•.. 

Wh l Le many shooters are cant i nuous l y grumb-
linq tha·t migrati game (whatever game 
means to them) is ing annually, there 
were 301 new apol lcations to carry a shotgun 
for hunti durinq the first six 
months of . To date th8re are 23,612 
licensed shotguns (on the Islands) nearly 
one for six No wonder mi o-
rating is nishinc on these Is:: 
Lands. 

THC NUMBER OF TU~TLE DOVES. 

198 ·1 v:as quite a poor year for the migrating 
lurtle Dove, the most souoht after 1 flj 

the shooters. How~ver a of § 
1urtLe Doves k1 Lled would be a fair ~ 

based on 10,01JD shooters averaging ~ 
Gac 10 Turtle Doves durino the peak mi Q1 

t ior: season i l to mlci-Mav·. If le g 
Doves Migrate Islands in large 
numbers as they 20 or 30 

+he number be cons 1 

T V PROGRAMMES 

'Mahluq ghall-fl,jru' (Born for the Air) was 
the titLe of a series of 6 TeLevision 
rammes which Joe Sultana and Charles 

on Malta television 
in 1981. It was 
publication' 

dwelt on su 
such as 'From the to the Adult Bi,.._, 1 

'Bitd Structure of Birds' 
and to fly!. The series which 
was screened dur1 the peak viewi iod 
was very welL ved by the 
and was recorded as an exceL 

the Broadcasting Autnority's 
. Another similar series is 

ng preoared. 

M 0 S SUBSCRIPTION 

announced at 
£M2 was 
kindly 

reouested to note and No one is 
leased when there is a but this 
nevitable. and administration ex-

oenses are now i veL v hi qh as can be 
noted in the Treasurer's, - . One issue 
of IL-MERILL costs about and about 
£M25 in post i nq it to Local and overseas 
members, in spite of the fact that a Loi of 
work is carried out by us to the cosi 
down. In the case of lc-MERI IRO'S EYE 
VIEW and now L -GHP.SFUR U NATURAL I , 
the typi and all the setting is done by 
the MOS all the material is taken to the 

aph and i nt. PLease 
fee of 

haven't done so a l rearly l 
at vour earliest convenience. Without 
help the MO'i will not be able to surv ve. 

(Continued on fJ. 22) 

Getting ready for the recording of one of the programmes. 

This is the main part of a report to World 
Wildlife Fund prepared by Herbert Axell 
HBE, whose plan for the development of 
Ghadira as our first national nature re 
serve was submitted to and accepted by the 
t-1al tese Government in 1978. Hr Axell beuan 
the habitat engineering work at Ghadira on 
19 Hay 1980, a historic date for the t·fl,OS 
and has supervised the second stage of the 
work during August l98l. He is on~ of our 
oldest life members and freely gives his 
services; travel and accomodation expenses 
being usually covered by the f-.105. A lot of 
voluntary work was also carried out by ~105 

members. All this was carried out with th 
the approval of the Head of the Environ­
ment Division of the Department of Health. 

in 1981 a orant of £2,000 to-
the Ghad ira was made 

ICBP's European Comml for the Preven-
tion of Mass Destruction of Migratory 

on a 

this work on the 

had been 
Society 

the machines and operators 
basis. 

The grant, Less my plane fare and accomo­
dation expenses, would have been expended 
in about 10 days on the b ire of an .excava­

the 
take 

a bulldozer and two trucks. Jusl 
the work 

~gn:>ed ~i:h 
1 ronmen, TO 

-:Jhad ira and use i ~ 
for the i ntroduc~- ion of shrubs and fLowers 
on his rocky surrounds. '·ie fo:~ 4 he 
cost of the excavations trar.spor-- and 
many thousands of tons of sandy soil ex ca.,. 

vaied from (-;hadira were taken to lhe holi­
village during the August 1981 period 

work. 

\olith this t'imely help from the Danes, it 
ble to create new areas of 

di ff icul t sec­
e than had been 
to the 

ment of Health & Environment and 

used on work 
off-site trans­

construction of is­
open water in the Low-Lying sec-

tion of the old Ghadi the reinforcement 
of the perimeter construction of 
bank screens at the HidP ;:~n~ tho 

raisinq of the height of part of the ser­
vice road/nature traiL to ensure that it 
will be above winter flood level. 

A b•9nch mark, to shmi the height relative 
tO the sea level in adjacent Mell ieha Ray 
at 1 hat T was maae on t~e wall of the 
lower half the visitor centre buildi 

on 27 August 
~ere in the cen-

terranean is 25cm only). On 
difference in height of 

water in Winter 
and in the dr time in Auoust is 

ca. 125 em. Such a larae difference re, 
quires deep excavation"in certain areas 1 

especial in those contrived to shpw, 
from the open water alL the 
round. Gentle slooes to islands shores 
are also necessary to ide visible 
water-edqs feedln9 si fo:- birds at all 
times. " " 

The amount of 
achieved so far 

mar ire 

re-

fishes are richer than had been 



Apart from planting 
trees, HOS members 
were busy during 
last winter fencing 
the front f lx­
ing gates and 
one hundrecJ and one 
other jobs. 

Reception Area un­
der construction : 
IHd-Hed llank dona­
ted the sum of £H3000 
to the HOS to build 
the v lsj tor 1 s centre 

Two excavators in 
action last summer. 
The one in the fo-

ferrying 
over to 

the centre island. 

il 
J 
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antic As indicated in the 1978 Re­
the soil proi'iLe to any s 
was unknown, it was 

summer Level of the qround 
wou;d be maintaired by pressure from the 
sea, despite intense evaporation ~his 

time. 

During 1\ugust '~lhen disturbance men and 
machines was some 30 of 

daily. UntlL 
sclt had been 

cracked waterless without l :vina 
plants or rds for about three months i ~ 
summer. Some of these b 1 rds 'Nere 
For r and ret rops showed 21 w.e 
~Jain in a week, 

Large new isLands and water 
around them were made in the Low area of 
the old saLt cans where, at this driest 
time of vear. the wa!·er is held in 2 ick 

\"forK was also begun on excavat i the reser-
r al the exrreme western end the re-

Land here is high, some 150cm 

'Nater table and The richer red 
about one rnetr"e cieep, A road and 21 

earth-filL brldqe across the 
tch, faciLit 

transoort of sol L to the Danish Hol 
l were made by the contractor 

his expense. 

The 'Nest Hide, pald for the Malta B rd 
Reserves Overseas Commi of UK was com-

It is the firs+ sucn buildi in 
and ·,vas an immediate success wa-

ter and feedinq edqes of the scrape com~ 
to within a few metres of i 
. I t has resulted in the rec­

ruitment of manv new members of the MOS and 
Young !vlembers Section. 

The fabric of the new Visitor Centre was 
1\uoust. Its exact posi~ 

end of the reserve was 
the abiLity to build it 
form already exlstina 

the dunes here a'nd thus save ~ 
its oosition ide the car and bus 
terminus is from i·he point of 
view of access and self-advertise-

Cui Lding was condi­
tioned bv The mos+ weLcome donation bv Mid­
Med l~ank of Mal tu of £M3,000 to the 

Vis i i-or Cen I" re 1 s above a gar ag,:;/ 
workshoo and has viewing slots to new 
open 'Nater only 20m much more exca-
vation work remains to done in this area. 
Access to ~he rature traiL and hides will 
be a short screened br i dqe on +o the new 

Rank 1vhicr, now shields ~he reserve 
trom the car park. This bank 1 5m h has 

of cLayey soil thick 
wind erosion and faciLi­

i on of a screen of bushes 
aesth,:;tic impact of there.:.. 

face 1 • 

i~rs E. Coxon with Dr. V. !·1oran, Hon. t.Unister of Health & Fnvironment, after presenting 
him with the of the Ghadira hide which was donated by HBROC. (Hight) Hrs Coxon with 
officials from Department of Health & Environme~t and from the ~105 after opening the 
hide. The latter was also visited in summer bv t~1r &. ~1rs J.A. Hardman during their holi­
day in August 1981. tk & Mrs Hardman, Committ~e Hember and Treasurer respectively of 
HBROC, were very impressed with the work which tlas been carried out in the area. (For 
information on fvlBROC see BEV Ho. 4) ~ -



I Pll'l'l'l'l!'l' Boundary ditch and bank 

6 Open water in Auaust 1981 
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PLAN OF THE NATURE RESERVE AFTER THE SECOND PHASE OF THE HIGHIEERING WORK 

Good progress was made by MOS members with 
the planned introductions during the winter 
of 1980-81. Common Reed Phragmi-tes communis 

to spread itself usefully into the 
ter d i ten and some other areas where 

water 1 s already brackish. Also soread­
naturally and helping to cover disturb­

ground is Golden Samph ire Inula crith­
moides, spiny rush Juncus acutus and SuP.da 
maritimum. A Large area of the rare Arrow 
Grass Triglochin bulbosum remains and will 
continue as the principal plant on one is­
land. 

Hany hundreds of seedlings of the densely­
growing bush Atriplex halimus were planted 
on the perime-ter bank and developed remar.k.­
ably well. Bramble was a failure because 
the wet season beaan much Later than ex-

14 

and some rGshes also faiLed because 
were introduced into areas of water as 
oo brackish. The success of a variety 

tree seedlin;Js is yet to be seen. ALL 

of the plants were provided by the Depart­
ment of Agriculture whose co-operation has 
~een readily forthcoming. 

Interest and approval of the establishment 
of MaUa's first national nature reserve 
are growing rapidly. Publicity is readi 
and frequently given by the media. The 
slre of the large ousiness concern, the 
Mid-Med Bank, to be involved in the oroject 
by financing the construction of the Vis!­
tors Centre, has wide favourable reprecus­
s ions. 

(llr. Axell' s report mentions also that a 
great deal of work is to be done in the 
next few years. It ends by giving a de­
tailed summary of instructions for the 
completion of the basic engineering so 
that the best results with the least ex­
pense are achieved, The MOS hopes to be 
able to complete the scrape in next sum­
mer 1 s dry spell). 

n 
0 
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THE 19th At~NUAL GENERAl t4EETHIG WAS HELD ON TUESDAY, 24th FfBHUARY 1981, AT THE BRITISH 
LEGION HEADQUARTERS, M.ALTA BRAfiCH, VALLETTA. 

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS 

Ladies and Gent Lemen, 

In future, 1980 v.·ill be referred to and mentioned over and over 
tne MOS campaiqn for bird conservation fir,al broke the lee 
and heard severaL t 1 mes about Ghad ira and the ne\\1 CJ i rd 

T.fle momentum 1 n 
You have atl read 
legislation. 

ThesB achievements snould make us more awar8 of ions which we should 
shoulde bravely and caLL for our atten-

the rna ntenance of ~r:hat we ach the acute bird prob-
a ~ to see. Wha-'- we nave achieved so far boils down to the ac-

with the necessarv and deierm!nation, we 
birds~ that of being to coexist oeacefully 

with mar, on these 

Laws bv themseLves 
\Ne all, can heLD to Dr i 

- i he/ have -ro be have to be enforced, 
s tllere for all to 

'JS<;;. \Ne shoul ·write in the paoersi taLk to peor·Le; inform, educare and the 
public withaL the possibLe means avai~able.... :,.;fv:!n taKe the 

h ~he ionofsnoc-1-ers a+ r-ihadlra. 
rds. 

The problem here is mainly financial 
as there is s+iLL work from our side has not been Lacking 
and some members nave there for the six months. A 
of the work Yl1hich was incurred Dy ~105 has been la 

is responsible for the up and run-
ninq of the Reserve at Ghadira. We are cietermineC to see i"hat this ls successfuL. 
The future oLans for Ghadira have aLready been made a d siudied and MOS invol-

is likely to increase. 

The Ghad ira has oeen Launched amongst J~OS members and 
months ago has over £M 1000. Th i ~, sum does not l nc Lude the 
lv1RROC donatea of the firsi- bird-watchi hide. It is hoped that rne 
Ghadira f\ppeal rund will be outsidE: the M05' sphere n the coming months. 

And while we are on the subjec of funds I may point out that ii- we give c 
1reasurer's Report we note an ncrease in the expenses for the running of 
due to increases in the cost o stationerv. postaoes. etc. Printina costs 

the 

Anri these 
felt the 
oc l y 50c. ~nd to oe 

I 19821. In tns 
so 

ex isL 
as early as 

gone 
now cost us as much as 

The CounciL has, the ref 
from £M1.50 to £M2.00, an increase 

s increase wiLl take as from nex: 
those who hove not paid this years 

rhe members' fees the would noi be able ro 
fee 

r·AaKinq ends rr~eet is alwavs a heaaache for 1005. 8ut something which is giving us as muct-' 
n is tr.e lack of premises. Trs has ro such an extent that a decent premises 
essen·! iac, Please lei us knO\~ if there s one avei Lable somewhere, ideally ln the 
Letia/Floriana/Hamrun arEsC. 1Ne rr,ay in fulure cor.sider purchas1r:o or rent1na one. 

Tnankyou for yot.:r- attert Joe Sultana 
President 



SECRETARY'S REPORT 

Secretary's Report for the period 28th February 1980 to 23rd February !981. 

HAT I ONAL INVOLVEMENT 

events, ln which the MOS vvas involved, happened since the last 
Meeting held on 27th February 1980. in chronological order, were: 

in hana of the habitat engineering works which will eventuaLly transform 
Ghadira Pool into a National Nature Reserve. The MOS has been strivina for such a reserve 
since its inception in 1962. The tv!OS 1 dream became a realitv when in ~ay 1980, the Govern­
ment started work on the establishment of such a reserve. Since !·hen the MOS members have 
been doing voluntary work at the reserve. 

2. On 30th 1980, an f\cf of Parliamen1 was published establishi a closed season and 
licences to idermists and bird-ringers. This was followed by publication of the 
much awaited bird protection lations on 8th August 1980. The MOS had been press 
for the adequate protection of rds since its inception in 1962. Although these re 
tions can be considered as a milestone in the hi of bird protection in Malta, the MOS 
feels that there is stiLL room for improvement to br these reoulations in line with 
modern legislation in the field of, bird protection. -

3. The X11 !CBP ContinentaL Section Conference '111as held in f~alta at the Ramla Bay 
HoteL from the 2nd +he 9th November 1980. !twas an honour for ~he bird conservation 
movement in Malta to host such a conference and still tnuch more of an honour t; the ~105 in 
havinq six members making up the orqanisinq Committee responsible for the Conference. The 
Conference was d success both to the bird protect ion movement and also to the lo-
cal bird protection efforts. All the at the Conference commented favourably on 
the success and hospitality shown. 

4. A set of ~our stamos depicti 
1981. These w~re issued 

0 

issued bv the General PosT Office on the 20th 

Ma ta is nor verv 
L he last rnomenf 

the MOS, bel ievl that such a 
of bird protection 

famiLiar with. The MOS was in 
the set of stamps were issued. 

ALL these events helped to give a better image to the :v!OS and its efforts in the field of 
bird conservatuon. The MOS now has reached an image which can only be retained constant 

t coming from each and member of the Soc The responsibility the tv10S 
shoulders can best be borne the involvement more members. 

INTERNAL ACTIVITIES 

A closer look at +he administrafive side of t·he MOS will reveal that +he HOS held seven 
Council meet since +he last A,nnual General ~~eeting. Besides,the various MOS Committees 
held 12 Comml Meetings altogether. Council members took part in 10 programmes on the 
Jroadcasting media. 21 indoor/outdoor meetings were organised for MOS members, while 
10 illustrated talks were given to other societies. 5 circulars were posted to ~~OS mem~ 

s reLeases were issued to the press. There were "r8 MOS delegations during fhe 
iled lis·r of alL MOS activities follows this report. 

The following i,s a breakdown of members on the MOS books as on 31sT December 1980. 

i I T IResiqned 
+/- new outstand I Dece~sed 

I I over during 1 from dur;ng 

1 
1979 1980 1979 1980 I 1979 I 19so 

I Ordinary local members 146 136 -10 12 25 3 I Ordinary overseas members 65 59 -6 6 II 4 

I 
Local life members 13 13 - - - -
Local hon. life members I I - - - -

I Overseas life members 30 32 +2 2 -
1 Overseas hon. life members 4 I 6 +2 2 - -

~· '"""' "·;·" '"""_ r '"-+---" 
+ 32 42 '" j ;~-f-------7 

otals 297 I 317 +20 60 
I 
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1 t must be a ami t ted that the hard work undertaken by those ~105 memoers who are directly 
involved, though reflecting in the number of new members enrolled during 1980, ls unfor­
tunately let down by those whose subscription is still outstanding, 

PUBLICATIONS 

The annual issues of BtRO'S EYE ViDJ tNo 3) anc !L-MER!LL (No 20) were ished duri the 
oar. The YMS published 2 issues of their new newsletter STORM and the Val 
inging Scheme issued four numbers of the rin~:ing newsletter, 

ished a booklet on the new blrd protection ions entitled lL-L!G! 
L-INSlB and donated 12000 copies of this sioner of 

Pol ice for distribution to the l:xal shooter~ and trappers on renewing their icences. 
This publication was sponsored by the I CBP Europe an Cornm l t tee for the Prevent on of Mass 
Des~ruction of ,~igrarory· Birds. 

OTHER ACT IV! TiES 

,D,s in orevious the ~~OS part 
tion stand. /'\ was set up f:x 
Anton Gardens. Another stand was set 
at Naxxar, and another stand was set 
the Academy for the Development ::>f a 
Gardens. 

in festivals and fairs by setting up an informa­
at the annual Fur & Feather Show held at San 
r 15 at the "'!alta International Trade Fair 

at the ival of Friendsh organised by AZAD-
i c Environment during at San Anton 

Two MOS members attended a course in Greece sponsored by the InternationaL Youth 
Federation. ~OS young member attended a 10 day course on the care of 
birds in UK. This was sponsored the Hawk Trust of LJK and ivlBROC {The MaLt a rd Re-
serves Overseas Committee) to of whom, or, behalf of the I would like to show 

iation, F:nally an MOS Council member also attended a course on envi-
educction in ItaLy sponsored by the InternationaL Youth Federation. 

CO~~~ TEES 

The Committees which were set up durlnq the year were : 

1. The Youna Members Section Committee. 
This sectio~ had ~~r Nataline Fenech as Younq Hernbers Officer and Mr Denis Cachia as 
Young ~1err-bers The Section held s€-ven committee meetings and issued one press 

issu ng seven circuLars to the members. 14 bird-watching outings, 
sess ~en and a weekend at 1/ i l La were for the 

with manual at Ghad ra National Nature 

a Co1T•mi ttee composed of five MOS members and 
was the Ringing Offlcer , while i'-1r Charles 

were submitted to the >wo ot whom were 

rs left the island, whtle an­
ions for a ringing Licence 
This brouaht the number of 

~ The MOS held MOS rinqers to 17. The Valletta Scheme held two 
one qeneral meetinq for its r trainees. 7481 
during 1980, Ri ~ carried 
moult cards and Ly obser·vation ing with voluntary work at Ghadira 

National l\:ature Reserve. 

I WOIJld like. to thank alL those MOS members who were somehow or other connected with all 
the above activities wh1ch made Las+ year so successful. Hmvever, last vear the !v:OS Lost 
one of its most active Council members, Mr John /\zzopardi, who emi 

his 
the 
you 

to thank John for h 1 s 
me in the execu­

ta wish John and 
like to thank 

indoor meetings. Thank 

Alfred E. Baldacchino 
Hon. General Secretary 



CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES 

FEBRUA11Y 1979 TO FEBRUARY 1981 

FEBRUARY 1979 

28- 17th Annual GeneraL Meeting. 

MARCH 1979 

1 - YMS Committee Meeting. 
27- 12th Council Meeting 1978/79. 
29 - Press Release 3/79 - I~OS Clay 

Shooting Competition. 
Pigeon 

APRIL 1979 

6- Interview on Cable Radio 
tected areas (Alfred E. 

8 - MOS Clay Pigeon Shoot 
10- Meeting with Pr 

retary- at the of 
Culture & Welfare re rd 
in Malta IA.E.B.l. 

Competition. 
istant Sec-

ion 

11 - Press Release 4/79 - Results of Clay 
Shoot i nq Competition. 

18- Malta Section meeting IA.E.B./ 
Joe Sultana). 

20- Valletta Ringing Scheme meeting. 
22 - Comi no Outing. 

MAY 1979 

ILlustrated talk 'Birds of Europe 1 at 
Din L-Art Helwa (J.A.Van rler Vel!). 

5- Interview on CabLe Radio re bird pro­
tection in MaLta (J.A.V.V. ). 

- Press Release 5/79 - Launching of 
Barn Owl Sticker. 

7- 13th Council Meeting 1978/79. 
II- Film- Private Life of the Robin at 

51". Paul 1 s Col Rabat. 
15- Film- Private fe of the Robin at 

Melita Band Club, Msida. 
1e- Film- Private Life of the Robin at 

Youth Travel Ci Valletta. 
19 - Debate on Cable re bird 

shooting IJ.S.I. 

JUNE 1979 

2-3- MOS stand at the 'Fur & Featr1er Show'. 
5 - 14th Counc i l Meet ! 978/79. 

10- Valletta Ringina Meeti 
14 - Present at ion of 

competition 'Of 

JULY 1979 

1-15 - MOS stand at Malta InternationaL 
Trade Fair. 

17 - Two younq members Leave for I YF t r air:­

t ice, 
(John 

19 - f~OS 

(Natallno Fenech & 
a l. 

of Jus-

Commissioner of 

22 - Press Release 6/79 - MOS young members 
or. course in Italy. 
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A.UGUST 1979 

28- MOS Young Members Committee Meeting. 

SEPTE~1BER 1979 

14- MOS deLeqai"ion meei"s Commissioner of 
Police re bird protection CJ.A.,A.E.R. 
Charles Gauci & J.S.I. 

16 - YMS out nq to Buskett. 
23 - YMS out ng to Buskett. 
30- YMS out ng to Buskett. 

OCTOBER 1979 

11- 15th Council Meet 1978/79. 
19 - MOS deleqate for WEBS Conference 

K. German). 

NOVEMBER 1979 

5 - MOS You no Members Comm l t tee Meet ina. 
6- 16th Council Meeting 1978/79 

DeCEMBER 1979 

12- TV introductorytelkon conservation 
lA. E.B.). 

12 - Illustrated talk at St. Venera Trade 
School on Malta's Breed Birds(J.S.I. 

15- Launchinq of the MOS ion 

15- Cable l"?adio interview re the publica­
tion L-Aghsafar (J.S. & R. Ingram). 

JANUARY 1980 

14 - 17th Council MeEd 1978/79. 
23- rd 1onat 

Tunisia 1 at the tish 
(Charles Galea). 

29- talk on conserVation 

FEBRUARY 1980 

1- Illustrated talk at British 
1 S look at MaLta (Or. 

ILLustrated talk 'Birds around us' at 
the Youth Travel Circle (J.S. ). 

15 - 18th Council 1978/79. 
26 i ng. 
27 - ~leet i ng. 
28- Participation in MTV Priz:-na 

re MOS publication ICG/JSJ. 
29- HOS deleoation meets Private Secretary 

lo Prime Minister (AEB), 

MP.RCH 1980 

2- Council Meetinq (1st 1980/81). 
10 - MOS Press ReLease No 1 - MOS A(JM and 

25 ~ YMS 

t of r-,105 Council. 
Release No.2- lviOS viev.1s on 

ion debates. 

27- Introduction to MTV series (AEB). 
27- Illustrated talk at the British Leoion 

Val-leiia- '11. CoLLection of nature·' 
s l ides' ( JA/ AtB/RCZ/F~T /RCi/l~r I Js l . 

APRIL 1980 

9 - MOS of Representa ..... 
i i ves 

iO- ! llustrated 

11 ioner of 

13- MOS outina to Comino. 
14- MOS deLeq~tion to the House of Reore­

setativeS CAEB/JSl. 
15 - 11!105 deleaation to the Hou~:e cf R,epre­

sentatlves U\EB/GB/CG/JSl. 
- ~·105 DELEGATION TO 

C:uL ture & !tiel fare' 
17 - MOS Council !~eet i 

- MOS deleqat ion to Postmaster General. 
20- YI~S Outi- io Ghadird. 
20- ! l ~alk at San RLas Youth 

Some Local & ~)rarory 
rds 1 (JS). 

22- Illustrated talk ' 8i 
Savio Col 

B:::;hav; oJ r 1 

30 - YMS Comm i meet i 
30 MOS F'ress Release 

!980). 
!•10~) Poster. 

MP.Y 1980 

- Yt~S Oui ino io 1Jhadira. 
1 0 - MOS membe; s H. C 
11 - MOS Out i n'0 to C,om i no 
16- YMS Circular t<o.2 • 
17-18- Siar.rl r:ur 2.: Feather Shm.-. 
25- Outinq ·io SaLi 

- Y~~S CofTlmittee me.s-1-l (2nd 1980). 
29- MOS deleqction meets incipaL Environ-

ment Of"f i cer ( J/',/ JS). 
29- Valletta Pln~Jlnsi Scheme Meetin:=;. 

JUNE 1980 

Vallette 
- r00S CounciL 

22 - Yr~1s out 1 

no Scheme !'J1ee i" i 
erino (3rd 

To ill,'ied i L-Luq. 
). 

30 - ~~OS r-·ress 
30 - MOS Press 

eLease No.4 - ll-~1=-RILL 20 
Release No.5- Clay Pigeon 

Shoot 1 no Comoet it 1 or1. 

JULY 1980 

1-15- MOS Fair Stand. 
2 - HO:) Pre:;s Release r~o.6 Enforcement 

o:: Close Season. 
2C - HOS Press Release No.7 - f~OS 

members or. !YF Course in Greece. 
22 - HOS Postmaster 

GenerCJL 
25 - Illustrated ialk and fl to 

Soc & C:o'lservatior; 
of - 1 ihe Protec-
tion of Birds' & 'Vi'here the Cudew 
Cal ' i~oBJ. 

26 - MOS Press P,elease ~Jo. 8 - MOS ~:ounci L 
mernhe r on Cou ~ se. 

27 - !vJOS Press Fie Lease No.9 - Clav 
Shoot i nq ComoPt it ion resu L 

AUGUST 1980 

5-9- MOS 5 and at AZAD Festival of Friend­
San Anton Gardens. 

: 1 ew on MTV and Cable Radio on 
ions <AEBI. 

15 nq 13rd 1980). 
16 p~otection 

tions on broadcasting media 
20- YMS Circular No, 3. 
26 - MOS Press F~elease No. 10 - MOS member 

attends course on injured birds in U~. 
~·s- YMS outinq to Ghadira incLudinq 

-work. ~ 

3,1 STORM PETREL No. i 

SoPTE~1Bm 1980 

2- Interview on Cable Radio re conserva-
i ion ~t.•ork (fl,EBl. 
yr,~s outing to Ghadira incLuding 

work. 
t h~e meet i nq (4th 1980) . 

7- YMS out to Ghadira. 
9 - YMS Pres;; No, 1 - 81 rds of Prey 

at Buskett. 
'11 - YMS Circular !~o.4. 
15 - MOS 

i6- CounciL 
17 - MOS 

21 
23 
26 -

OCTOBEr\ 1980 

Postmaster 
i 

14th 1980/81) 

i gon, 

- r~os ion meet:; Postmaster 
GeneraL JAl. 

- YMS ou7 1 no to Ruskett. 

of 

16- MOS deleqclfion meets A/Commisioner of 
Police - ied by PRO ~1inisi"rv or 
Culture 

22 ·- Indoor meeti ct British HQ 
Valletta- fi 1 5ea Lows 1 

followed by Oiscus ior, Oi1 ·fhe new bird 
ion requlat ons. 

30- Commitiee meei ng (5th 1980). 

r'l0VEMBEH 1980 

23 -

Confer-ence at Ramla 

at Ghadira. 
ssloner of 

25- ~fl.OS Council meetina (5th 1980/81). 
27- Illustrated l·alk Rirds Conservation 

Sec. School IJSI. 
30 ng for r l ngers 

DECtMBEFl 1980 

Yr,,15 Committee Meeting (6th 1980). 
11 - Y!v~S ad hoc Comm i Hee mee·J i nq on l YF 

13- MOS Circular Nc.S, 

(Continued on p. 22) 



TREASURERS REPORT 

INCONE AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT AS AT 31 DECEHBER 1980 

Subscriptions and Donations 
Lotteries & Fund Raising 
Outings 

Sales & Other Dona+ ions 
Stickers 
Shirt Transfers 
Exercise Books 
Breeding 8 i rds Charts 
Baqs 
Leaflets 
T-Shirts 
Posters 
Others 

Other l ncome 
L-~qhsafar sales 
lesS cost 
Interest 

LESS:-

Sundry Expenses 

Bird's Eye View 
ll-Mer ill 
Stickers 
Posters 

Fxp. 

-tsf. from Reserves 

Other Expenses 

Profit & Loss on 
Exchange 

Travelli 
Ghad ira Exp 

-tsf. from Reserves 
Excess Income transferred 
Appropriation A/C 

NOTES ON I 980 ACCOUNTS 

168.665 
3. 150 
7. 640 

24.536 
4.430 

13.590 
15.000 

I 07. 792 
t. 850 

2384.637 
1326.010 

18.500 

278.400 
260.000 
64.000 
55.000 

675.900 
580.543 

165.000 
121.658 
286.658 
286.658 

mie I 

~· 

Note I . SUNDRY EXPENSES. These include :- Rubber 
P.O. Rent EMIO; 

airs Trophies 
ions Rent £M6; Ties £Mil; Travell 

1980 

726.088 
15. 7QO 
23.250 

346.653 

1058.627 
212. 134 

144.938 
1 !2. 060 
233.240 

95.357 

29.356 

1980 

2382.452 

~ 

1767.501 

lephone ls £M31 Aviary for injured bi £M20; others 
first prize awarc1 MOS publication L-Aghsafar. 

Note 2. TRAVELLING. Payment of air fare to Mr H.E. Axell and Mr N. Fenech. 

?n 

I 

I "" ~~ 2897. 03l 
30.300 i 
12.250 

143.755 
7. 000 

106.910 
- ---
I. 850 
- ---

26.000 
--- ---

63. 121 

21.650 
68.382 

3378' 249 

! 13.310 
133.280 
184.840 

33.400 

58.000 

( 22.050) 

2877.469 

I 
I 
I 

I 

I 

fees EM4; 
writer re­

Exhibi-
i 0; Te-

[~140 being 

APPROPRIATION ACCOUNT No. 1 

Balance b/f from Income & Expenditure A/C 
add Binoculars' sales 
less depreciation 

Balance elf to Appropriation 

rote 1980 

1767.501 
20.000 

APPROPRIATION ACCOUNT No. 2 

Balance b/f from . 1 
Less transfer to reserves 7 

Surplus transf.erred to Capital P.-IC 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT J l DECEHBER 1980 

FIXED ASSET2 

GROUPS 

5 tocks 

Gharilra Fund 
Publications r=-und 
Cash Reserve 

I 979 
add Appropriation 1\IC Balance 

GEtiERAL 8.E_~l:;FiS_C_'i 

L::~tJ_!\1£_ 

Creditors 

10 

I. I 07 
2749.950 
555.300 

1859. 036 
605. 296 

1794.727 
678.000 

2607.440 
850. 171 

136.500 
26. 528 

1980 T 1979 

I 
2877.469 

1787.501 
25.000 ---

1762.501 ! 2077.469 
=i 

!762.501 
912.330 

850. 17! 

8243.416 

9453.416 

3457.611 

3832.777 

2000.000 

163.028 

9453.416 

I 

2077.469 

2054.301 

3. 637 
1000.000 

4230.924 
423.620 

1924.558 

13. 133 

7820.872 

2620.573 

2927.656 

2000.000 

128.000 

Note 3. 1/\TION. Deprecia+ion on projecror· caLcuLated at£H25per annum. 

Note 4. FIXED liSSETS .. This item consists of 
lued at CM250 less depreciation to 

donated to the Society book va-

~~ote 5. STOCKS. These consist of the follow 
i70; Ties f}A~0.930; Drawing Books 

valued at cost :- L-Aghsafar U<2628. 

:\iote 

I-I ole 

6. C/-l,SH 01678. This represents -rhe amount due in Januarv 1981 in respect of 
the Loan for :.M2000. This loan ls payatlle from sales of L-.Aghsafar. 

7. GENERAL REStfWES. Balance b/f from 1979 £.H29d0. 729 
less deductions re 1980 accounts 867.201 
add transfers made dl_wing 1980 donations ----

2073.588 
846. 859 
912.330 

£M3832. 777 
Transfer from appropr i a f ion account 

(Continued overleaf) 



N. F. BIRD HOSPITAL 

Since h<atal ino Fenech,MOS/PRO, has been to 
for a briE~f course on the care of 

i birds (see f~EV 4 o.21) parts of his 
oarents 1 house at Attard . 
s ions been used as a bird 
of casualties/patients i 
a Little Bi 

9 Stone a 
PiD i 

a Starl in9 a Spanish 
these have been found injured 

by shotgun pellets and some of therr no 
amouni of care could help tner.1 to survive. 
In some others Nataline's treatment worked 
wonders and pride of to the 
Short-eared Owl and which were 
both released successfully Camino, a 
bird sanctuary, in April. 

Natali no with a Short-eared Owl. 

from p. 19) 

22 - Y~~.S ad hoc Comm 1 tree meet i n~l 0:1 I YF 

23- Y~~S outing to Ghadira. 

J~mAPY 1981 

4- yrc1s hike to Ghadira. 
10- ~OS outi to Ghad ira. 
13 - HOS meet i (6th 1980/81). 
15- Valletta Ringinq Committee 

meetinq. 
15- MTV Proqramme 'h>lahlL!q ghall-Ajru'(CG/ 

JS I. 
!5- YHS Circular 1/81. 
27- llLustraied talk ai tne r,ritish Leaion 

rds'. 'Hol 
29 - ~1TV 'Mahluq ghal L-

30 - I iew on Cable Radio '?i A pore-

F EBRUAI1Y 1981 

4- YMS Committee meeting (1st 1981 I. 
5- Filmshow at Gzira Primary SchooL 

'Where the Curlew Calls' 
8- Y.~~S hike to Mizieb/Ghadira area. 
9 - YMS C 1 rcu Lar to schools. 

12- MTV 3rd 'Mahluq ghall-

15- at Ghadira. 
19 - Y~1S 
19 - MOS CounciL meet i 
23 - MOS 

ronment 
24 - Annual (;eneraL Meet i 
25- Illustrated talk a' 

(7th 1980/81 I. 
Erw i-

25 - YMS ou·l i 
28 - '105 

to Ghad ira. 

cullure Fisheries 
i-

ciation' (NF). 

31 - Sem1na;y 'Bi 28- Interview on Cable Radio 'Bird Protec­
tion kegulations' CAEB). 

t·rom p. 21) 

5. ADVANCE SUllSCR I PT I QfJS. These cover 1981 ( [M 115.500) and 1982 ( £1~2 '. 000 I. 

h~cte 9. CAPlTl\L ACCOUNT. The difference of 0113.133 which in the baLance carried 

foreward fr-om the orevious 
was omitied when preparing 
in Note 7 above. 

represents a transfer to aeneral reserves which 
1979 accounts. This ditfer~nce is a~so reflecred 

Note 10. PREPAY~1ENT5. These are made as follows :- ivial tese Shooti 
!de to the Hirds of Haltu f-M200.000; ana Ghadira Hide 

Brian K. German A.I.F3. 
Hon. Treasurer 

MOS COUciCIL for 1980 MOS COUNCIL for 1981 

President : Joe Su c ·1 ana President : Joe Su l i·ana 
Hon. Gen. Secre tarv : ,1\l fred E. Sa Ldacch i no 

an K. German 
Han. Gen. Secretary: Alfred E. Baldacchino 
Han. Treasurer : Brian K. German 

Asst. Secretaries Denis Cachia E.~ Gufdo 1\sst. Secretaries : Denis Cachia & Raymond 
Monett 

P.R. 0. : Louis Cassar 
Galea 

P.l\.0, : NataL ino Fenech 
2ounc .:i 1 1·1ember s : 6u i do Cher les Council Hembers : Jonn Azzo;=.ard i, r~ai aLi no 

CharLes Gauc i 
Galea, Mlchae 

Grima & Vincent Sammut 

f.jauc i, Louis Cassar J 

Michael Grima & Vincent 
Sammut 

YOUNG 11[).1BERS SFCTIOfl Cm1t1ITTET for 1980 YOUtiG MEMBERS SECTION CQI;MITTEE for 1981 

Yf-15 Officer : Natali no Fenech 
Secretary : 0. Cach i a 

YHS Officer : lviichael Grima 
Secretary : ~:atallno Fenech 

!~embers : Saviour Balzan, Alberi Caruana P., Members : Saviour Balzan, ALbert Caruana P., 
Raymond Paul 
Por:elll, Kev n Criso 
& John 

VALLETTA BIRD RINGING SCHEME COMtHTTEC 

Joe Sul tcna 
: CharLes Gauc 1 

Treasurer : Mr ian 
t·1ember : ,~ l fred ~. Ba l dacch i no 
Govt. Representatives : Manuel Schembri 

Joe Vella Gaffiero 

RARITIES COI-1tiiTTEE 

Cha.Lrman : Joe Sul7ana 

John 

t'lembers: John Azzooardi (1980), Richard Cachia 
?'arr.mit, Emmanuel Curmi & 
Charles Gauc i 

Paul 
Scerr i, 

& Mike Zerafa 

?"\ 




