R

[I-Merill

The ornithological journal of BirdLife Malta

R

e Lt e L
s

SR

AR

No. 31 2005

)¢

e ]Shﬁiihf%
MALTA




II-Merill 31—2005

lI-Merill is the ornithological journai of BirdlL.ife Malta. It serves as a medium
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ornithology having a bearing on the Maltese Islands and the Mediterranean. It
also carries systematic lists of birds recorded in the Maltese Islands as
well as bird ringing reports.
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Systematic List 1996-1999

Compiled by

Edward Bonavia, John J. Borg, Caldon Mercieca & Joe Sultana

This list of birds occurring in the Maltese Islands during the years 1996-1999 has been compiled from the
observation records, which were submitted by several observers, as well as from the daily log of birds of the nature
reserves at Ghadira and Simar. The regular contributors for the 4 years under review were John Attard Montalio,
Edward Bonavia, John J. Borg, Denis Cachia, Alex Casha, Charies Coleiro, Raymond Galea, Charles Gauci,
Mario V. Gauci, Mark Gauci, John Grech, Manuel Mallia, Joseph M Mangion, Michael Sammut, Joe Sultana, and
Louis Vella. Other contributors were David Attard, lan Balzan, Norman Bonavia, Richard Cachia Zammit, T. Cantwell,
Norman Chetcuti, Victor Cilia, Mark Anthony Falzon, Caldon Mercieca, John Middleton, Julian Moulton, lan Mifsud,
Marvic Sammut, Simon Suda, Mark Sultana, Justin Vassallo and Ray Vella.

Various members contributed their records through the Birders Diary Programme, which is co-ordinated by Manwel
Mallia. Records of species, which have appeared less than twenty times in the Maltese islands, and which are appearing
in this list have been controlled by John Attard Montalto Co-ordinator of the Rarities Commitiee.

The sequence and the scientific nomenclature of the last systematic list, which covered the years 1993-1995 and
which was published in 1999 (/-Merill 29: 30-57) foliowed those adopted by the Concise Edition of Birds of the Western
Palearctic (Snow & Perrins 1998). Since then there were several taxonomic developments due to the publication of
various phylogenetic studies. The British Ornithologists Union (/bis (2002), 144:707-710) recommended, amongst
others, a new taxonomic order, in which Anseriformes and Galliformes are placed at the start of the list, as well as
correcting the spelling of various scientific names (e.g Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida and not C. hybridus;
Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla and not R. ignicapillus). Since then other modifications and corrections in scientific names
(Ibis (2004), 146: 153-157; and /bis (2005), 147: 821-826) were also recommended (e.g. a reappraisal of the taxa of
Aquila and Hieraaetus recommended that Booted Eagle should be treated as Aquila pennata; that Skuas shouid be
treated as a single genus (Great Skua is now Stercorarius skua); and that Yellow-Legged Gull L. michahellis, Armenian
Gull L. armenicus and Herring Gull L. argentatus are best treated as three separate species). Changes in the generic
limits of terns and swallows have also been made. These have put Little Tern with the genus Sternula, Caspian Tem
with Hydroprogne, Gull-billed Tern goes back to Gelochelidon; and Red-rumped Swallow with genus Cecropis. Other
changes include the correction of scientific names: House Martin is Delichon urbicum not D. urbica while Stonechat is
Saxicola torquatus not S. torquata. The sequence of the genus Sylvia was changed starting from Blackcap Sylvia
atricapilia and ending with Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala; while Corn Bunting is back with the genus Emberiza.
In compiling this list we have taken up these recommendations, which are becoming widely adopted.

The English names used in the last systematic list were those adopted by British Birds in 1993 (Brit. Birds 86: 1-2).
Unfortunately some of these ‘new’ English names did not become widely used even in Britain. Some names such as
‘Hedge Accentor’, ‘Rufous Nightingale’ and ‘Rufous-tailed Scrub-robin’ were completely ignored so much so that after
11 years British Birds felt it was appropriate, particularly in view of all the taxonomic development, to review and update
the list of English names (Brit. Birds (2004) 97: 2-5). We are here following this reviewed and updated list, which can
be found and down-loaded from www.britishbirds.co.uk (the British Birds Website). Thus, amongst others, Levantine
Shearwater is now Yeilkouan Shearwater, Hedge Accentor goes back to Dunnock, Rufous Nightingale changes its
adjective to Common, Rufous-tailed Scrub Robin becomes Rufous Bush Robin, etc.

For those species, which did not appear in all the 4 years under review, the year during which a species has not been
recorded has been omitted. (M) or (G) following a place name refers to Malta and Gozo respectively.

White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons
1999: 1 wounded juv at Ghadira from 17-19 Nov (found dead on 20 Nov).

Greylag Goose Anser anser

1997: 2 at St. ElImo Pt. on 18 Oct, 4 on 23 Nov and 1 on 10 Dec at Qawra.

1999: 2 at Ta’ Gajdoru (Xaghra, Gozo) on 9 Dec accompanied by a smaller grey goose sp. Another 6 unidentified grey
geese were seen at Qawra on 25 Nov.

Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna

1996: 9 at Qammieh on 11 Mar. Singles at Qawra on 10 Aug and Ghadira on 29 Sep; then 2 at Qawra on 5 Oct, 1 at
Ghadira on 15 Nov and 10 on 25 Nov and 6 on 29 Nov, both at Qawra.

1997: 1 at St. Eimo Pt. on 5 Jan. Then 26 on 3@ and 11 on 17 Nov, and 1 on 7" and 13 on 10 Dec all at Qawra,
followed by 1 at Ghadira on 15" and 25", and 2 at Ghallis, 11+ at Qawra and 7 at Simar on 26" all in Dec.
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1998: 6 on 14" and 1 on 21 Mar, both at Qammieh. In autumn, 4 at Tigne’ on 14", 24 at Qawra on 24" 45 at Qawra
and 20 at Sliema on 28" all in Oct, and 106 at Qawra on 10 Nov. Then 1-2 at Qawra on 12-13" and 1 at Salina on 26
Nov. In Dec 59 on 7" and 12 on 8" both at Qawra and 1 at Ghadira also on 8"

1999: 11 at Qammieh on 31 Mar. 1 at Qawra on 28 Oct, then up to 13 at Qawra and Ghadira on 10 dates from 13 Nov
to 13 Dec but 27 at Qawra on 5 Dec. 1-3 almost daily at Ghadira from 22 Dec to end of year but 7 on 27".

Eurasian Wigeon Anas Penelope

1996: 3-4 at Ghadira from 1 Jan till 11 Mar; then 15 off Qammieh on 14 Mar. 1 at Ghadira on 18 Sep, then 1-4 there on
most dates from 5 Oct till end of year. At Simar, 1 on 10 dates from 13 Oct to 22 Dec. Qutside reserves in autumn seen
only once: 2 off Qawra on 30 Nov.

1997: Singles present at Ghadira from 1 Jan to 17 Mar and at Simar on 4-5 Jan. Then 6 on 15"and 5 on 22 Mar at
Qammieh. In autumn on passage on 5 dates from Qawra: 15 on 17" and 70 on 19 Oct, 42 on 17" and 13 on 19 Nov
and 4 on 12 Dec. At Ghadira singles were present on 19 Oct, 16-17 Nov and from 14 Dec till end of year, but 2 on 8
Dec. Other records were singles at Wied ir-Rihan on 22 Oct, and at Simar on 28 Dec,

1998: 1 at Ghadira from 1 Jan to 7 Mar and 2 at Qammieh on 21 Mar. 1 at Ghadira on 15", 12 at Qawra on 27", 29 at
Qawra and Sliema on 28" and 1 at Qawra on 31 Oct. Then on 10 dates in Nov (highest 80 on 4™, 109 on 9" and 112
on 10", otherwise up to 11) and on 5 dates from 6 to 12 Dec (highest 26 on 6", 42 on 7" and 20 on 8") all at Qawra.
1999: Smgles at Ghadira from 2 to 28 Jan and from 8 to 21 Oct. Then 25 on 28th and 50 on 29" both at Qawra and 1
at Ghadira on 30 Oct, followed by 6 dates at Ghadira and Qawra from 24 Nov to 1 Dec, mainly up to 5 but 19 on 24"
and 16 on 29 Nov and 20 on 1 Dec, all at Qawra. 1 at Ghadira on 2-5 Dec.

Gadwall Anas strepera

1996: 1 at Ghadira on 18 dates from 14 Nov to 21 Dec.

1997: 2 at Ghadira on 10" and 7 at Qawra on 21 Nov, then 1 at Ghadira on most days from 14 Dec till end of year.

1998: Singles at Ghadira from 1 Jan to 3 Mar and at Simar from 24 Oct to 6 Nov. Then 10 on 7 Nov and 13 on 7 Dec,
both at Qawra. 1 at Simar on 10 Dec.

Eurasian Teal Anas crecca

1996: 1-9 at Ghadira from 1 Jan to 6 Apr, and up to 8 at Simar from 2 Jan to 24 Mar. 2 at Ghadira on 25" and 1 at
Simar on 30 Aug; then 1-2 regularly at Ghadira from 28 Sep to 27 Nov and 1 at Simar on 20-21 Sep and from 13 Oct to
9 Nov. Latest sightings: 2 at Ghadira on 22" and 1 also at Ghadira and 2 at Simar on 28 Dec. Outside reserves seen
only once: 1 at Dwejra (G) on 17 Nov.

1997: Up to 4 at Simar on most days in Jan to 25 Mar and up to 3 at Ghadira almost daily from 5 Jan to 19 Mar. Then
3 at St. Eimo Pt. on 23 Aug. At Ghadira 3 on 23 Sep, then singles on 6 Oct, on 25-26 Nov and on 7 dates from 6 to 26
Dec, but ca. 6 on 13" Up to 3 on 5 dates at Simar from 16 to 30 Dec. Other records were 10 at |-Ahrax on 15 Nov, and
1 at Qawra on 9 Dec.

1998: 1-2 at Simar from 1 to 26 Jan. Singles at Ghadira on 2 Jan and 18 Jan, then 2 from 31 Jan to 3 Mar. 5 at Simar
on 25 Sep with 1 remaining till 30 Sep. On 11 dates in Oct, highest 12 at Qawra on 24™ and 11 at Sliema on 28 Oct,
otherwise up to 7. 17 sightings on 13 dates in Nov, max 15 at Qawra on 10 Nov, otherwise up to 6. In Dec, 4 at Ghadira
and 1 at Qawra on 7 Dec, 10 at Simar on 10 Dec and 1-2 on most days at Ghadira and Simar till 24 Dec.

1999: 1-2 on 33 dates at Ghadira and Simar from 2 Jan to 7 Mar. Singles at Simar from 16 to 23 Oct, 7 at Qawra on 28 Oct
and 1 at same place on 19 Nov, then up to 6 at Ghadira almost daily from 19 Nov to end of year. 3 at Simar on 2-3 Dec.

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos

1996: 2 at Ghadira from 2 Jan to 11 Mar.

1997: 2 at Qawra on 13 Nov.

1998: Singles at Simar on 22 Aug and at Qawra on 21 Nov.

1999: 1 at Ghadira on 13 Jul, 2 at Lunzjata Valley on 13 Nov, 3 at Simar on most days from 29 Nov to 7 Dec, 2-3 at
Ghadira on 2-4 Dec and 1 at Simar on 3 days from 16 to 24 Dec.

Pintail Anas acuta

1996: 1 at Ghadira from 1 Jan to 24 Feb. Up to 60 on 6 dates from 2 Mar to 5 Apr off Qammieh. 1 at Tas-Safra on 18
Sep; then 1-2 at Ghadira from 11 Oct to 23 Nov and from 11 to 31 Dec. Autumn sightings outside Ghadira: singles at
Simar on 5 dates from 31 Oct to 2 Dec, 3 off Ghaihs on 6 Oct and 17 off Qawra on 3 Nov.

1997: 2 at Ghadira in Jan to 20 February; then 1 till 13 Mar. On passage at Qammieh with 28 on 1 Mar, and in doubie
or treble figures daily from 19 to 24 Mar with max 600 on 22™ and 160+ on 23™. 15 at Migra I-Ferha on 22 Mar. Up to
3 at Ghadira on 6 dates from 23 Sep to 27 Oct and 1 at Simar on 16 Nov and from 6 to 30 Dec. In single or low double
figures on passage on 12 dates from 16 Oct to 17 Nov, most records from Qawra, max 44 on 17 Oct and 25 on 10 Nov.
1998: 1 at Simar from 1 Jan to 11 Mar. 8-50 on 7 dates from 13 Feb to 31 Mar, all from the west coast. 1 almost daily at
Ghadira from 6 Mar to 4 Apr. In autumn, up to 11 on 3 dates from 20 to 25 Sep, then 24 sightings of up to 29 birds on
20 dates from 7 Oct to 15 Nov, but 75 at Qawra on 7 Oct, 315 at Qawra and 90 at Tigne’ on 7 Nov and 54 at Qawra on
8 Nov. 16 on 7 Dec and 8 on 8 Dec, both from Qawra.

1899: Up to 20 on 9 dates from 27 Feb to 7 Apr, all at Qammieh except for 1 at Migra L-Ferha on 26 Mar, but 40+ at
Qammieh on 7 Mar. Singles at Simar from 6 to 19 Apr and at Ghadira on 6 May. 4 sightings of 1-2 from 20 to 30 Sep
but 28 at Qawra on 25 Sep. 9 on 2”d, 20n 9" and up to 18 on 5 dates from 16 to 29 Oct, all at Qawra, but 101 on 25"
and 94 on 28 Oct. 1 at Simar on most days from 9 to 23 Oct and 1-3 at Ghadira from 21 Oct to 13 Nov.

2
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Garganey Anas querquedula

1996: Aimost daily sightings from 4 Mar and 26 Apr, with peaks of 225 on 28 Mar and 290 on 3 Apr off Qammieh. 5 at
Ghadira on 28 Jul, then 1-4 on most dates from 4 Aug to 27 Sep, all at Simar except 1 at Ghadira on 11 Sep. Latest
sighting: 1 at Ghadira on 23 Oct.

1997: One at Qammieh on 15 Mar. Then passage daily also off Qammieh from 19 to 24 Mar, max 2000+ on 20" 460+
on 21%, 285 on 23™ and 232 on 20". 150+ on 22" were also counted from Migra I-Ferha. 3 other dates in spring: 3
over Biata I-Bajda on 26" and 3 at Simar on 28 Mar, and 1 at Simar on 8 Apr. in autumn 17 at Qawra on 23" and 7 at
Ghadira on 28 Aug, and singles at Simar on 3™ and at Ghadira on 15 Sep.

1998: 1-5 at Ghadira from 10 to 28 Mar. In single or double figures on 10 dates at Qammieh from 11 to 29 Mar, but 100 on
18" and 113 on 21st. Singles at Simar on 27" and 29 Mar, at Cumnija on 10" and again at Simar on 20 Apr. Singles at
Ghadira on 25 Jul and 18 Aug. 1-2 at Simar on 13 dates from 26 Aug to 7 Oct and 1 at Tigne’ on 11 Oct.

1999: 79+ on 10 Mar and 11-139 on 15 dates from 13 Mar to 7 Apr but 300+ on 31 Mar, all at Qammieh. In autumn,
35 at Qawra on 28 Aug and singles on 4 dates at Ghadira from 3 to 14 Sep.

Shoveler Anas clypeata

1996: 1 at Ghadira from 11 Jan to 4 Feb and 2 at Simar on 10 Jan. Then up to 7 at Ghadira from 5 Feb to 8 Apr, and
singles at Simar on six dates from 13 to 22 Feb. Singles at Ghadira on 24 Aug and 19 Nov, and off Qawra on 30 Nov.
1997: 15+ on 22™ and singles on 23" and 26 Feb, and on 5 dates from 2™ to 12", and from 14" to 28 Mar, all at
Ghadira. Passage on 4 dates off Qammieh in March: 43 on 15", 30 on 21*, 60 on 22™ and 55+ on 23", Then in single
or low double figures on 8 dates from 19 Oct to 10 Dec, max 47+ on 1 Nov, and 44 on 9" and 27 on 10 Dec all off
Qawra. 1 at Ghadira on most days from 14 Dec till end of year.

1998: 1 at Ghadira from 1 Jan to 3 Mar. Then 4 sightings on 3 dates at Qammieh from 21 to 28 Mar, highest 20 on 22™
and 25 on 28 Mar. In autumn, 9 sightings on 8 dates from 5 Oct to 10 Nov, all from the east coast, highest 55 at Qawra
on 9 Nov, otherwise up to 28. Singles almost daily at Simar from 27 Oct to 24 Nov and at Ghadira from 25-28 Nov. 1-5 at
Ghadira from 6-9 Dec and 1-2 on 3 dates from 10 to 26 Dec. 25 at Qawra on 7 Dec.

1999: Singles at Ghadira on 2 Jan and 8 Mar and up to 25 at Qammieh on 5 dates from 10 Mar to 1 Apr. In autumn, 8 at
Qawra on 20 Sep, 1 at Ghadira on 227 and on 4 dates at Qawra from 22 to 29 Oct, max 30 on 29", otherwise up to 12. Up
to 6 on 12 dates at Qawra and Ghadira from 13 Nov to 1 Dec but 10 at Qawra on 23 and 25 Nov.

Common Pochard Aythya ferina

1996: Singles at Ghadira on 11 Oct and at Simar from 2 to 15 Dec.

1997: Single females at Ghadira on 17 Jul and at Simar on 25 Nov and on 1* and 6 Dec. Then 4 off Qawra on 10 Dec.

1998: Singles at Simar on 11 dates from 1 Jan to 26 Feb, at Ghadira on 29 Sep and 15 Oct, at Simar from 15 to 23 Oct
and at Ghadira and Simar on 8 Dec.

1999: 1 at Simar on 4 dates from 27 Jan to 24 Feb. 2 on 22 Nov, then 6 on 1% and 1 on 2 Dec, all at Qawra. Singles at
Ghadira on 2" and at Simar on 19 Dec.

Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyoroca

1996: 1-2 daily at Ghadira from 24 Mar till 14 Apr.

1997: 15 0n 21%, 48 on 22" and 5 on 24", all in March off Qammieh

1998: 1 at Ghadira from 21 Feb to 7 Mar, 22 at Qammieh on 21 Mar, and 1 at Ghadira on 26 Mar. In autumn, 2-10 on
4 dates at Qawra from 10 Oct to 9 Nov.

1999: 14 on 24" and 15 on 25 Mar, and 5 on 2™ and 2 on 7 Apr, all at Qammieh. 25 on 26", 44 on 28" and 16 on 29
Oct, all at Qawra; then 1-2 at Ghadira on 27-29 Nov and 1 at Simar on 3 days from 1 ic 7 Dec.

Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator

1996: 1 at Simar on 1 Dec.

1997: 4 at Qammieh on 4 Apr. Singles on 9" and 21 Nov, and on 3™ and 7 Dec at Qawra , and at Ghallis on 7 Dec.
Then 5 at Qawra on 9 Dec.

1998: 1-2 at Qawra on 4 dates from 27 Oct to 12 Dec.

1999: 2 at Qammieh on 6 Apr. 1 on 6-7 Nov, and 3 on 23rd and 27 Nov, all at Qawra.

Common Quail Coturnix coturnix

1996: 4 sightings of singles from 25 Feb to 31 Mar; then up to 10 on 9 dates from 12th to 28 Apr, but a small influx
on 18th: max 20 at Dwejra (M). Singles at Qala on 10th and 14 Jun; then 6 single sightings from 7 Sep to 15 Oct.
1997: Single at Simar on 11", 14" and 17 Jan. Then singles on 3 dates in Mar: at Dwejra (M) on 18" and at Simar on
28-29th, and on 5 dates in Apr: at Comino on 1%, 2" and 4", at Ta’ Gajdoru on 3 and at Dwejra (M) on 15", In autumn
singles on 9 scattered dates from 20 Sep to 5 Nov, but 2 on 22 Sep at Bahar ic-Caghak and 4 at Qawra on 12 Nov.

1998: 1-3 on 12 dates from 16 Mar to 17 May; then 8 sightings of 1-2 on 6 dates from 2 Sep to 7 Oct, but 13 at Qawra
on 25 Sep.

1998: Singles on 5 dates from 26 Feb to 15 Mar, then 1-2 on 7 dates from 9" to 27 Apr but 6+ at Ta’ Gajdoru on 9 Apr.
3 at Dingli on 12 May. In autumn, singles at Buskett on 13-14" and at Qawra on 20 Sep and at Ghadira on 1 Nov.

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis

1996: Singles at Simar from 5 Jan till 2 Mar, and from 9 Oct till end of year. 1 at Ghadira on 29 Oct.

1997: 1 at Simar on 1% to 26 Jan. Then single at Simar and up to 3 at Ghadira on most days from 23 Sep till end of year.

1998: 3 at Ghadira from 1 Jan to 1 Mar decreasing to 1 by 7 Mar. Singles at Simar on 3 and 28 Jan; then again singles at
Simar on 16 dates from 6 Oct to 30 Dec.
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1999: Singles at Simar on 3 dates from 9 Jan to 9 Feb and again on 3 dates from 4" to 27 Sep. Singles at Ghadira from
5-7 Dec and at Simar on 24" and 26 Dec.

Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus

1996: 1 at Ghadira and Simar from 2 Jan to 6 Apr. Only seen twice outside reserves: 1at Zongor Pt., Marsascala on 10
Mar and 4 off Qawra on 20 Oct.

1997: Single at Xlendi Bay on 25 Mar. Then on 6 dates from 20 Oct to 10 Dec mainly off Qawra, max 14 on 10 Dec.

1998: 1-2 on 5 dates in spring, most at Qammieh, from 13 Mar to 28 Mar, but 4 at same place on 22 Mar. 1 at Tigne’ on
28 Sep, then up to 15 on 13 dates, mostly from Qawra, from 12 Oct to 19 Nov, but 27 on 10 Nov and 48 on 11 Nov at
Qawra. 1 on 7 Dec and 2 on 19 Dec, both at Qawra.

1999: 8 on 27 Mar and 2 on 31 Mar, both at Qammieh. 6 on 13 Oct, then 1-5 on 4 dates from 28 Oct to 6 Nov, all at
Qawra. 1 at Ghadira from 13-15 Nov and 4 at Qawra on 2 Dec. 1 at Pt. St. Elmo on 22 Dec.

Black Necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis

1996: Up to 17 at Ghadira in Jan and Feb, all leaving by 20 Mar; 1-3 at Salina on 5 dates from 2 Jan to 8 Feb, and up
to 6 at Simar from 2 Jan till 27 Mar. 1 from 4" to 27 Sep, then 1-7 from 19 Nov onwards, all at Ghadira. 1-3 at Simar
from 2 Dec till end of year. Outside reserves: singles at Salina on 6 Sep and on 7 dates from 6 Oct to 2 Dec; 4 at Grand
Harbour on 3 Dec and 1 at Manoel Island on 7-8 Dec.

1997: Up to 6 at Ghadira from 1 Jan to 6 Mar, 1 at Simar on several dates from 1 Jan to 22 Feb, and 1 at Salina on 3 Jan.
Singles at Salina on 29 Aug and 6 Sep. Then up to 3 on 12 dates from 27 Oct till end of year, mainly at Salina (7 dates) and
Qawra (3 dates), and 1 on 15 Nov, followed by 1-2 daily from 13 Dec till end of year at Ghadira.

1998: 2 at Ghadira from 1 Jan to 15 Feb, decreasinq to 1 by 16 Feb. Singles at same place on 28 Sep and from 1%'to 5
Oct. Then 3 other sightings in Oct at Qawra: 1 on 18", 15 on 30" and 10 on 31", 1 aimost daily at Ghadira from 14 Nov
to 10 Dec, increasing to 3 on 12 Dec till end of year. 1 at Simar from 10" to 16 Dec.

1999: 2-3 at Ghadira from 1 Jan to 23 Feb, decreasing to 1 by 7 Mar. 1 at Manoel Island on 2 dates from 1-3 Feb, 1
again at Ghadira on 21-22 Mar and 3 at Qammieh on 27 Mar. 1 at Salina on 19 Nov, then 1-2 daily at Ghadira from 20
Nov to end of year. 3 sightings at Salina: 1 on 28 Nov, and 2 on 5™ and 1 on 6 Dec.

Cory's Shearwater Calonectris diomedea

1996: Seen regularly offshore from 2 Mar to 24 Oct, with one last sighting off Marsascala on 8 Nov. Mostly seen in
single to double figures, but max 1000+ off Hal-Far on 22 July, 300 off Qammieh on 23 Mar and 300 off Qbajjar on 19
Aug. 35 breeding adults found dead (killed by fishing enthusiasts) in a colony in Gozo on 8 June. Much disturbance in
most areas with a very low breeding success. Breeding in usual colonies but some accessible nests were disturbed. First
birds ashore on 25 February. Colonies deserted by 18 October.

1997: Frequently seen offshore from 1 Mar to 8 November in single or double figures, and on several dates in treble
figures, max 500+ on 28 Mar and 800+ on 5 Jul at Ta' Cenc in late evening. Higher numbers were recorded on 28
Mar (1000+ off Qbajjar), on 19 Aug (ca. 2,700 in rafts off Qbajjar), and on 20 Aug (2,000+ off Ta’ Cenc and 5,500+ off
Gharb). Breeding at usual colonies; nests disturbed in 1996 re-occupied. First birds ashore on 24 February, first eggs
on 19 May and last chicks ashore on 18 October.

1998: First seen on 21 Feb. Regularly present {ill last sighting off Qawra on 13 Nov. Best counts: 500 off Qammieh
on 21 Mar, 500 off Hal Far on 13 Apr, 1000 off Gharb on 28 Jun and 1000 off M’Scala on 5 Aug. First bird ashore on 25
February when male present in nest from previous night. First eggs on 20 May peak 27-23 May. Colonies deserted on
20 October.

1999: First seen on 2 Mar. Regularly present till last sighting off Qawra on 7 Nov. Max 500+ off Ghar Hasan on 31 Jul,
otherwise up o 300. £gg laying started on 20 May peak 28-29 May. Coionies deserted by 16 October.

Yelkouan Shearwater Puffinus yelkouan

1996: Regular sightings of up to 10 from 16 Feb to 28 Mar, mostly off S and SW coastal areas. Breeding in usual
colonies. One sighting in autumn: 1 on 21 Nov off Qawra.

1997: One found injured at Ghadira Bay on 25 Jan; then up to 4 offshore on 11 dates from 20 Mar to 7 May, mainly off
Qammieh, but 10+ at Ta’ Cenc on 28 Mar in late evening. Then in single figures offshore on 6 dates from 13 Nov to 10
Dec, but 17 off Qawra on 15 Nov and 30+ off Ghallis on 7 Dec. Breeding at usual colonies.

1998: Flocks of up to 28 were sighted offshore in Jan-Apr but max 100 (raft) off Ahrax on 19" and 55 off Qammieh
on 21 Mar. In autumn, up to 5 regularly seen from 24 Oct till end of year.

1999: Up to 23 were sighted offshore in Jan to 10 Apr, but 40 at Qammieh on 25 Mar. 1-6 were seen on 5 dates from 5
May to 31 Jul. In autumn, 1 on 29 Oct, 5 on 7 Nov, then up to 13 regularly from 21 Nov fo 12 Dec, all from Qawra.

European Storm-petrel Hydrobates pelagicus

1996: 10 chicks and one adult at Ta’ Cenc on 19 Aug. 4 adults seen after dusk till 2300hrs on the night of the 26 Aug on Filfia.
1997: 8-10 adults brooding 1-3 days old pulli at Filfta on 17 Jun. 8 pulliin a cave at Ta’ Cenc on 5 Aug.

1998: 2 and 7 birds were seen at the Ta’ Cenc colony on 28 and 29 Jun respectively. 369 adults were handied during
one night ringing session on 2-3 July on Filfla.

1998: During 3 night ringing sessions on Filfla 445 were handied on 5-6 May, 117 on 5-6 Aug and 41 on 26-27 Aug.
The colony at Ta’ Cenc produced 20 on 6 Jun and 25 on 26 Jun.

Northern Gannet Morus bassanus

1996: 1 off Valletta on 6 Feb; then on 4 dates from 2 Mar to 3 Apr, all off Qammieh. 8 sightings from 12 Oct to 28 Dec,
all of singies and off N coast except for 2 on 2 Dec off Ghar Lapsi.

1997: Singles off Ghallis on 26 Jan and at Qammieh on 1* and 25 Mar. Then singles on 12 dates from 12 Oct to 28
Dec, but 2 on 3 Dec (most records off Qawra).
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1998: 1 at Qammieh on 28 Mar. 1 off Qawra on 4 Oct then 9 sightings of 1-3 on 9 dates from 24 Oct to 7 Dec, all from
the east coast.

1999: Singles off St. EImo Pt. on 17 Jan, off Qammieh on 20 Mar and 6 Apr and 3 off Qawra on 11 Apr. Then singles
on 16 Oct and on 7 dates from 6 Nov to 26 Dec but 2 on 13 Nov most records from Qawra.

Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo

1996: 10 sightings of 1-2 from 10 Jan to 29 Mar, mostly from N coastal areas; then 11 sightings of 1-2 from 5 Oct to 2 Dec.
1997: 1-2 on 18 dates from 15 Jan to 9 Feb, all at Ghadira except 2 dates at Simar. One off Qammieh on 29 Mar. Then
1 at Ghadira on 29 Sep, and up to 5 on 17 dates from 18 Oct to 8 Dec, but 11 off Qawra on 17 Nov and ca. 30 off
Qawra/Mellieha on 18 Nov.

1998: Singles at Ghadira on 4 Jan and at Sliema on 1 Feb, and 2 at Cirkewwa on 27 Apr. 4 at Tigne’ on 24 Sep.
Singies at Blata L-Bajda on 17 Oct and at Sliema on 29 Oct. Then 19 sightings of 1-6 on 16 dates from 2 Nov to 22
Dec, but 13 at Qawra on 9 Nov.

1999: 4 at St. Elmo Pt. on 17 Jan and 1 at Qawra on 30 Jan. 5 at B'Kara on 9", 12 at Ghadira and Qawra on 239 and 1 at
Ghadira on 31 Oct. Then 1-8 on 19 dates from 5 Nov to 20 Dec but 23 on 24", 17 on 25" and 12 on 26" all Nov at Qawra.

Eurasian Bittern Botaurus stellaris

1996: Singles at Simar on 6 Mar and on 3 dates from 5" to 13 Apr; and at Tas-Safra on 7 Sep.
1997: 1 (shot) at Salina on 8 Aug.

1998: 1 at Simar on 27 Mar.

Littie Bittern Ixobrychus minutus

1996: All sightings of singles: At Simar on 24 Mar, at Ghadira on 13 Apr, again at Simar on 21 Apr, and at Kappuccini
Valiey, Gozo on 12 May. Then on 3 dates from 18" to 21 May, on 12 Jun, and on 8 dates from 28 Jul to 25 Sep, all at
Simar. At Ghadira on 17 Oct and at Simar on 17 dates from 14 Oct to 29 Dec.

1997: 1 at Ghadira on 2 Mar. 2 pairs bred at Simar, one pair raising two broods of 3 and 5 young respectively. Present
at Simar in low single figures from 1 Jan to 6 Oct.

1998: 1 at Simar on 19 Apr, then 10 sightings of 1-2 on 8 dates from 21 Apr to 25 May. In autumn, 1-2 almost daily at
Simar from 1 Aug to 27 Sep and 1 at St. Julian’s on 19 Sep.

1999: 1 at Wied Qannotta on 31 Mar, 3-5 at Comino on 8-10 May, and singles at Simar on 10" and at Chadwick
Lakes on 13 May. 1-2 present at Simar on most days from 30 May to 14 Sep. Singles at Dwejra (M) on 10 Sep and
at Lunzjata Valley on 31 Oct.

Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax

1996: 25 sightings from 5 Mar to 18 May, mostly up to 24 but 36 on Comino on 18 Apr. Return migration from 18 Aug
with 32 sightings till 17 Oct, mostly in single to low double figures. Largest sighting of 27 at Ta’ Cenc on 17 Sep.

1997: In single figures on 11 scattered dates from 18 Mar to 22 May, max 7 at Blata |-Bajda on 18 Mar and at Ghadira
on 26 Mar, and on Comino on 8" and 9 May. One at Simar on 20 Jun. Then 27 records of single or low double figures
on 18 dates from 26 Aug to 5 Oct; max 21 over B'Kara on 31 Aug, and 43 (in 2 flocks) on 1% also over Birkirkara, 17 at
Ta' Gajdoru (Xaghra) on 13", 48 over Sliema on 22™, and 30+ at Ghadira on 23", all in Sep, and 23 at Ghadira on 5
Oct.

1998: 24 sightings of up to 20 on 19 dates from 12 Mar to 1 May. 1 at Gzira on 17 Jun. In autumn, 31 sightings of up to
26 on 23 dates from 22 Aug to 31 Oct, but 57 at Blata L-Bajda on 19 Sep.

1999: Up to 14 on 13 dates from 28 Mar to 23 May, but 19 at Lunzjata Valley on 2™ and 20+ off Zongor Pt. on 11 Apr.
Singles at Ghadira on 9" and 29 Jun. In autumn, 2 on 13 Aug then up to 15 on 27 dates from 17 Aug to 14 Oct but 23
at B'Kara on 25 Aug and 28 at Buskett on 11" and 19 Sep.

Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides

1996: 1-5 on 15 dates from 13 Apr to 18 May at Simar; 1 at Comino on 24", and 6 off Cirkewwa on 25 Apr. Singles at
Ghadira on 26-27 Apr and 1 Jun; then 6 off Qbajjar on 19 Aug and 1 at Simar on 10 Oct.

1997: Singles at Ghadira on 30-31* and at Qammieh on 31 Mar, and on most days at Simar from 12 to 27 Apr and
from 11 May to 14 Jun (but 2 on 13 Apr). 3 at Salina on 16 Apr. Then singles at Ghadira on 13 Aug and 23 Sep.

1998: 1 almost daily at Simar from 22" to 27 Apr. Singles at Manoel Island on 23 Apr and at Ramla Valley on 3 Jun. In
autumn, singles at Qawra on 30 Aug, 12" and 26 Sep and at Lunzjata on 21 Sep.

1999: 15 on 7" and 5 on 8 Apr, both at Qammieh. Singles at Qawra on 2 May and at Simar on 4 dates from 8" to 15
May. 1 at Ghadira on 12 Sep.

Little Egret Egretta garzetta

1996: Almost daily sightings from 23 Mar to 31 May, mostly up to 35 but 101 at Ghadira on 15 Apr. 1 at Ghadira on 29
Jun tilt 5 Jul; then up to 4 on 10 dates in August, mostly at Ghadira. Up to 25 on most dates from 11 Sep to 17 Oct, then
3on 3 and 1 on 20 Nov at Ghadira.

1997: Single to low doubie figures on most days from 19 Mar to 28 May (most records at Ghadira), max of 19 at
Qammieh on 26 Mar and 22 at Ghadira on 9-11 Apr. 1 at Ghadira on 9Jun. Then again in single or very low double
figures on 4 dates from 15" to 28 Jul, max 12 at Ghadira on 27"; on 7 dates from 12" to 31 August, max 15 at Ghallis on
18" on 10 dates from 2™ to 27 Sep, max 20 over B'Kara on 2™, 13 at Ghadira on 23" and 18 at Simar on 24"; and on 3
dates from 13" to 16 Oct, max 9 (4 at Ghadira and 5 at St. Eimo) on 14™.

1998: 1 at Ghajn Tuffieha on 22 Feb, then almost daily from 15 Mar to 19 May, highest 30 at Ghadira on 1 Apr and 40
at Comino on 12 Apr, otherwise up to 15. Singles at Ghadira on 22" and 30 Jul. In autumn 1-7 on 3 dates from 22" to
31 Aug, then 22 sightings of up to 6 on 16 dates from 4 Sep to 12 Oct, but 10 on 9" and 12 on 15 Sep, both at Ghadira.
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1999: Singles at Qammieh and Salina and 4 at Ghadira on 20 Mar, then up to 19 on 29 dates from 25 Mar to 1 May but
36 on 7" and 27 on 10 Apr, both at Qammieh, 23 at Ghadira and 38 at Comino on 17 Apr. 11 on 10" and 1 on 30 May,
both at Ghadira. 1-2 on 6 dates from 6" to 12 Jun at Ghadira and Simar. In autumn, 2 at Filfla on 5", 6 at Ghadira on 20",
15 at Floriana on 23, 1 at B’Kara on 25" and 3 at Filfla on 26" all in August. Then up to 14 on 15 dates from 2 Sep to 2
Oct but 36 at Cirkewwa on 30 Sep. 3 at Dwejra (M) on 17 Oct and singles at Ghadira from 19-21 Oct and 2 Nov.

Great White Egret Ardea alba

1996: Singles at St. EImo Pt. On 21 Aug and on 8 Sep, and at Ghadira on 27 Sep and 2-3 Oct.
1997: 4 on 25 Mar and 1 on 23 Apr over B'Kara and 1 on 26 Oct at Qawra.

1998: Singles at Blata L-Bajda on 28 Sep and at Simar on 13 Oct.

1999: Singles at Ghadira on 25 Aug, at B'Kara on 3 Sep, and again at Ghadira on 9 Sep and 16 Oct.

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea

1996: Regular sightings from 17 Feb to 1 Jun, mostly in single to low double figures but 55 at Ghadira on 14 Mar and
62 on Comino on 10 Apr. Singles at Simar and Ghadira on 20" and 25 Jul. 17 sightings on 13 dates in Aug, mostly 1-4
but 17 at Ghadira on 29". Almost daily sightings of up to 47 from 1 Sep to 310ct; then 5 at Simar on 5 Nov and 1 at
Ghadira on 18-19 Dec.

1997: Single to low double figures on most days from 9 Mar to 4 May (most records from Ghadira and Qammieh), max
43 at Qammieh on 19" and 23 at Comino on 4 May. Singles at Ghadira on 23 May, 14 Jul and 2 Aug. Then single or
double figures almost daily from 12 Aug to 2 Nov, max 59 over Buskett and 89 over Blata I-Bajda on 22 Sep, 53 over
B'Kara and 80+ at Ghadira on 23 Sep, and 51 at Qawra on 16 Oct. Then 2 at Ghajn Zejtuna on 11" and singles at
Ghadira on 5™ and 15 Nov, and at Qawra on 13" and 26 Dec.

1998: 3 at Ghadira on 28 Feb, then 63 sightings in single or low double figures of up to 43 on 34 dates from 4 Mar to 3
Jun (daily from 21 Mar to 2 Apr), but 104 at Qammieh on 14", and 84 on 26" and 60 on 27" at Ghadira all in March. 1
at Salina on 16 Jul. In autumn, 9 sightings of up to 5 on 8 dates from 6" to 30 Aug, then almost daily from 1 Sep to 25
Oct (daily from 20 Sep to 1 Oct), totaling 70 sightings in single or low double figures of up to 50, but 61 from 4 localities
on 20 Sep, 55 from 7 localities on 24 Sep and 89 from 6 localities on 26 Sep. 6 sightings of 1-2 from 4™ to 22 Nov, but 9
at Qawra on 8"

1999: 1 at Ghadira on 7-8 Mar, then up to 16 on 14 dates from 15 Mar to 24 Apr but 22 at Qammieh on 28 Mar. Singles
on 4 dates from 4" to 19 May and at Ghadira on 1 Jui. in autumn, 1 on " and 6 on 19 Aug, then on 40 dates from 25
Aug to 1 Nov, peak being on 10-13 Sep with 343 on 10" (5 localities), 77 on 11" (6 localities), 92 on 12" (4 localities)
and 130 on 13" (3 localities), otherwise up to 58 on any one day. Singles at Qawra on 16" and at Ghadira on 25 Nov.

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea

1996: 24 sightings of 1-4 from 15 Mar to 9 Jun, mostly at Ghadira and Simar, but 10 over B'Kara on 26 Apr. Then 16
sightings from 21 Aug to 16 Oct, mainly up to 7 but 28 at Simar on 2 Sep and 9 over B’Kara on 16 Oct.

1997: 1 at Ghadira on 25 Mar. Then 12 at Ghadira, 3 at Simar and 9 at Mellieha on 8" and singles at Simar from 10"
to 12", at Ghadira on 11" and at Comino on 18", ail in April. One at Simar on 6 Jun. Then 8 records of of up to 8 on 7
scattered dates from 31 Aug to 23 Sep. One at Qawra on 26 Oct.

1998: 24 sightings on 19 dates from 14 Mar to 26 Apr, highest 9 at Qammieh on 14 Mar, otherwise up to 5. In autumn,
11 sightings on 8 dates from 1 Sep to 15 Oct, highest 8 from 2 localities on 1 Sep, otherwise up to 6 on any one day.
1999: Singles at Qammieh on 28 Mar, and on 7 dates from 7 Apr to 14 May but 3 at Comino on 17 Apr. In autumn,
singles on 7 dates from 7" to 23 Sep but 11 on 10" and 26 on 11", both at Dwejra (M).

Black Stork Ciconia nigra

1996: 2 at Benghisa on 2 Oct.

1997: Singles over Buskett on 20 Sep, over Ghadira on 17 Oct and over Dwejra (M) on 18 Oct.

1998: Singles at Dwejra (M) and Mdina on 24" and at Zebbug (M) on 25 Mar. Singies at San Gwann on 24 Aug and at
Mosta on 19 Sep, 3 at Buskett/Rabat on 20" and 1 at B’ Kara on 29 Sep and 1 at Gozo on 3 Oct.

1999: Singles at Blata L-Bajda and B'Kara on 22 Mar and at Wied L-isperanza on 16 May. In autumn, singles at Hagar
Qim on 22™ and at Buskett on 24 Sep, and at Simar on 9" and over Piet&/Sliema on 15 Oct.

White Stork Ciconia ciconia

1996: 3 at Mellieha on 8 Sep and singles at Buskett and Blata I-Bajda on 9 Sep, and over B’Kara on 15 Oct.

1997: 7 over Gozo on 31 Aug; then singies over Buskett on 39 4" and 13 Sep. 1 over Dwejra (M) on 3 Sep, probably
the same bird recorded at Buskett.

1998: 4 at Rabat on 25 Aug and 4 at Buskett and Dwejra (M) on 1 Sep.

1999: 1 at Victoria on 1 Sep.

Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus

1996: 7 sightings of up to 8 from 11" to 17 Mar, then 50 at Comino on 14" and singles at Comino and Ghadira on 25
Apr. 8 over Ghadira Bay on 14 Aug; and singles at Ghadira and Simar on 12 Sep and at Salina on 6 Oct.

1997: Singles at Ghadira on 13 Mar and 1 Sep, 16 on 17" and 12 on 23 Sep at Pt. St. Elmo, 2 again at Ghadira on 5
Sep, and singles at Buskett on 13 Sep and at Marsalforn on 19 Oct.

1998: 30 at Qammieh on 21 Mar, singles at Ghadira on 25 Mar and at Qawra on 8 Apr and 3 at Ghadira on 23 Apr.
Singles at Ghadira on 20" and 28 Sep.

1999: Singles at Qammieh on 9 Apr, at Dwejra (M) on 4 Sep and at Qawra on 9 Oct.
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Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia

1996: 40 at Salina on 19 Mar, 12 at Xaghra on 8 Sep, and 1 at Salina on 6 Oct.

1997: Singles at Ghadira from 15 to 20 Jan, at Qammieh on 18 Jan, and at Qawra on 3% and 26 Oct.

1998: 1-2 at Ghadira on 4 dates from 6 Mar to 4 Apr. 1 at San Gwann on 21 May.

1999: 10 at Ghadira on 13 Feb, singles at Luga Airport on 20" and at Ghadira on 23-24 Mar. In autumn, 1 at Ghadira
on 15 Aug and 9 at Qawra on 29 Oct.

Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus
1997: 33 at Pt. St. Elmo on 25 Sep.
1998: 10 over Ghadira on 29 Mar; then 18 off Qawra on 7" and 2 over Simar on 24 Nov.

Honey-buzzard Pernis apivorus

1996: 22 sightings on 18 dates from 18 Apr to 13 Jun, mostly 1-5 but 17 over Comino on 28 Apr and 25 at Santa Lucia
and 42 over B'Kara on 1 May. 1 at Mellieha on 13 Jul. 5 on 12 Aug, then almost daily from 24 Aug till 20 Oct, in single
to double figures of up to 43 on most dates, with peaks of 138 at Blata |-Bajda on 8th and 66 at Buskett on 15 Sep.
1997: First singles Over B’Kara on 5" and over Ghadira on 9 Apr; then 17 records of mostly low single figures on 13
dates at various sites from 17 Apr to 7 June, but max 10 at Buskett on 17", 7 at Dwejra (M) on 22™ and 7 at Mellieha
on 31* all in May. Late singles on 21% and 26 Jun. In autumn first singles at Rabat & Chadwick Lakes on 23" and at
Buskett on 25" and 27 Aug; then 6 at Buskett and 1 at Dwejra (M) on 2" and 1 over Blata I-Bajda on 5 Sep. Then
recorded daily {(except on 24 Sep) in single or mainly low double figures from 11 Sep to 3 Oct, but 180 at Buskett and
85 at Dwejra (M) on 20 Sep. Other highest counts (all in Sep) were 92 on 21, 53 on 28" 26 on 27", and 25 on 11"
all at Buskett, and 46 on 23 and 25 on 21 at Dwejra (M). Then up to 6 at 4 localities on 8" and 10 October, and 1 at
Ghajn Zejtuna on 22 Oct.

1998: 24 sightings of 1-7 on 18 dates from 11 Apr to 29 May. In autumn, 1 at Buskett on 30 Aug, then almost daily from
1 Sep to 20 Oct (daily from 13" to 25 Sep), highest being 147 on 13 Sep, 118 on 19 Sep, and 113 on 1 Oct, all at
Buskett, otherwise up to 100.

1999: 2 at Qala on 4th, and singles at Blata L-Bajda on 18th and at Comino on 24 Apr. Then 11 sightings of 1-4 on 6
dates from 1*'to 16 May. In autumn, 2 on 25" and singles on 26", 28" and 31 Aug. Then on 37 dates from 2 Sep to 12
Oct (daily from 8 Sep to 4 Oct and from 6" to 12 Oct), highest at Buskett: 110 on 14", 108 on 15", and 175 on 19", all
in Sep, and 112 an 3 Oct, and at Dwejra (M) 128 on 15 Sep.

Black Kite Milvus migrans

1996: 13 sightings of 1-2 on 10 dates from 29 Mar to 11 May, mostly at Comino, but a flock of 25 over Dwejra (M) on 29
Mar. 1 at Mellieha on 15 Aug; then 7 singles on 5 dates from 8th to 25 Sep, and on 12" and 16 Oct.

1997: In single figures on 14 dates from 25 Mar to 12 May, highest 7 at Qammieh on 26" and 4 at Dwejra on 25 Mar,
and 3 at Ta’ Gajdoru (Xaghra) on 5 Apr. Then up to 10 on 14 dates from 23 Aug to 28 Sep, highest 10 on 28" ca.9 on
20" and 8 on 1*' all at Buskett in Sep; but 6 at Dwejra (M) and 4 at Ghar Dalam on 20 Sep.

1998: 1 at Ghajn Tuffieha on 1 Mar, then 13 sightings on 8 dates from 21 Mar to 26 Apr, highest 5 at Dwejra (M) on 24"
and 7 at B'Kara on 25 Mar, otherwise up to 4. In autumn, 16 sightings of 1-3 on 12 dates from 1 Sep to 1 Oct.

1998: 1-4 on 8 dates from 20 Mar to 1 May. In autumn, 1-5 on 7 dates from 8 Sep to 1 Oct.

Red Kite Milvus milvus
1996: 1 at Buskett on 2 Oct.

. : th
1998: Singles at San Lawrenz {G) on 15 Apr, and at M'Scala on 13" and at Qawra on 26 Sep.

Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus
1999: 1 adult at Buskett and Dwejra (M) on 30 Sep.

Short-Toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus

1996: Singles at Dwejra (M) on 29 Sep, and at Chadwick Lakes on 6" and at Meliieha on 29 Oct.

1997: 2 on 20" and singles on 26" and 27" all in Sep at Dwejra (M). Singles at Buskett on 20" and 27 Sep, probably
same birds seen at Dwejra (M).

1998: Singles at Buskett on 14" and 16", and at Mdina on 17" all in Oct.

PRy

1999: Singles at Buskett on 30 Sep and 10 Oct, and at Dwejra (M) on 11-12 Oct.

Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus

1996: in single to low double figures of up to 23 from 8 Mar to 25 May (mostly from 22 Mar to 4 May), but 32 at Comino
on 30 March. Regular sightings again from 22 Aug till 19 Oct, in single to low double figures of up to 30, but with peaks
of 200 on 8 Sep at Dwejra (M) (41 — 63 birds recorded from 3 other areas on same date), and 47 on 19 Sep and 53 on
6 Oct at Buskett.

1997: Winter record: one at Luga on 1 Jan, followed by 2 early records in Feb: 3 over Birkirkara on 16" and 2 over
Kennedy Grove on 23™. Then on most days in single to very low double figures from 9 Mar to 17 May (daily from 22
Mar to 1 May) at various localities, highest 15 at Ghajn Tuffieha on 26 Mar, 15+ at Comino on 19" and 11 at Simar
on 2 Apr, and 8 at Comino on 29 Mar. Two single records at Simar in June, on 8" and 10", In autumn first one at
Marsascala on 22 Aug, then almost daily from 27 Aug to 22 October in single or double figures at various locali-
ties highest 92 on 12", 69 on 14", and 51 on 27" at Buskett and 62 on 23™ at Dwejra (M), all in Sep.

1998: On most days from 14 Mar to 12 May (daily from 18 Mar to 4 Apr, 11 Apr to 20 Apr and 22 Apr to 5 May) in single
or low double figures of up to 35, but 60 at Ta’ Gajdoru (Xaghra) on 24 Mar and 41 at Comino on 14 Apr. 1 at Buskett
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on 27 Aug, then on most days from 1 Sep to 28 Oct (daily from 7 Sep to 5 Oct) in single or double figures, but 203 at
Buskett and 123 at Dwejra (M) on 18", and 260 at Dwejra (M) and 252 at Buskett on 20" both dates in Sep. Singles at
Dwejra (M) and Rabat on 19 Dec.

1999: 5 on 10 Mar, then on 53 dates from 13 Mar to 18 May (daily from 19 Mar to 2 Apr and from 23 Apr to 1 May) in
single or low double figures of up to 25 but 31 at Luga Airport on 20 Mar. In autumn, up to double figures on most days
from 26 Aug to 17 Oct, daily from 5™ to 23 Sep and from 25 Sep to 4 Oct, but 117 on 8" and 102 on 9" at Buskett; 100
at Buskett and 152 at Dwejra (M) on 10"; 159 on 19", 139 on 25" and 104 on 26" at Buskett (all dates in Sep). Singles
at Valletta on 1% and at Qawra on 18 Nov and at Ghadira on 4 Dec.

Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus

1996: 1 at Comino on 25 Apr and 2 at Wied Qannotta on 4 May. In autumn, 5 singles on 4 dates from 1* to 17 Sep,
and on 20 Oct.

1998: Singles at Mdina on 24 Mar, at Dwejra (M) on 13" and at Comino on 15 Apr, at Qawra on 12 Sep, and at Buskett
on 18 Oct.

1999: 1 male at Luga Airport on 28 Mar.

Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus

1996: Singles at Bahar ic-Caghaq and Blata |-Bajda on 8 Sep.

1997: In spring singles at Luga Airport on 28" and at Blata I-Bajda and Ta’ Gajdoru (Xaghra) on 29" all in Mar. In
autumn singles at Blata I-Bajda on 9" and 23" and at Buskett on 25" all in Sep.

1998: Singles at Delimara on 12" and at Comino on 17-18 Apr, at Simar on 3 May, and at Ta’ Gajdoru (Xaghra) on 3 Sep.
1999: Singles at Luga Airport on 19-20™ and 27 Mar, and at Dwejra (M) on 1% and at B'Kara on 11 Apr. In autumn,
singles at Bingemma and Tal-Virtu’ on 8" and at Qawra on 11 Sep.

Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus

1996: Singles on 9 dates from 30 Mar to 7 May, except for 4 on 12" 14™ and 24 Apr all at Dwejra (M). Autumn
passage: 1-2 on 9 dates from 28 Aug to 26 Sep, and 1 over B'Kara on 15 Oct..

1997: On 10 scattered dates, 5 of which at Comino, from 29 Mar to 11May, all singles except 4 on 30 Apr at Dwejra
(M). Then singles at Buskett on 26 Aug and on 4™ and 10 Sep and at Dwejra (M) also on 4 Sep.

1998: 17 sightings of 1-2 on 11 dates from 2 Apr to 6 May. in autumn, 12 sightings of 1-2 on 10 dates from 31 Aug to
19 Sep, but 3 at Buskett on 1 Sep.

1999: 2 at Dwejra (M) on 7-8" and 1 at Manoel Island on 23 Apr. In autumn, singles at Ghajn Tuffieha on 9" and at
Buskett on 26-27 Aug, then 1-2 on 8 dates from 4-14 Sep but 3 at Buskett on 8" and 10" and 3 at Ta’ Gajdoru (Xaghra)
on 11 Sep.

Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus

1996: 8 sightings at Buskett from 15 Sep to 16 Oct, all singles but 3 on 30 Sep. Cutside Buskett: singles at Dwejra (M)
on 29 Sep, and at Wied Dalam on 16 Oct.

1997: Singles at Dwejra (M) on 24 Mar and at Buskett on 2™ and 5 Oct.

1998: Singles at Dwejra (M) on 24 Mar, at Rabat on 9 May and at Buskett on 17 Sep.

1999: 1 at Comino on 28 Apr. In autumn, singles on 5 dates from 14 Sep to 11 Oct but 2 at Buskett on 3 Oct.

Common Buzzard Buteo buteo
1008 Singles at Mdina on 10" and at Qawra on 28 Se
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Mellieha on 28 Oct. 3 at Dwejra (M) on 20 Oct.

1997: In low single figures mostly at Buskett on 6 dates from 15" to 28 Sep, highest 4 at Buskett on 15",

1998: Singles at Comino on 25" and 29 Apr, and on 5 dates from 20 Sep to 23 Oct.

1999: Singles at Buskett on 14", 23" and 26 Sep, and on 3 Oct, and at Dwejra (M) on 2™ and 12 Oct. 2 other singles
belonging to vulpinus ssp (Steppe Buzzard) were logged at Ta’ Gajdoru (Xaghra) on 11 Sep and at Buskett on 3 Oct.

Lesser Spotted Eagle Aquila pomarina
1997: Singles at Mdina on 14" and at Buskett on 28 Sep.
1998: 1 at Dwejra (M) on 28 Sep.

Booted Eagle Aquila pennata

1996: Singles at Buskett on 16" and 19 Sep.
1998: 1 at Bahar ic-Caghag on 13 Sep.
1899: Singles at Buskett on 19" and 23 Sep.

Osprey Pandion haliaetus

1996: Singles on 5 dates from 5" to 20 Apr. In autumn: singles on 11 dates from 1 Sep to 12 Oct, but 2 at Buskett on 6 Oct.
1997: Singles at Dwejra (M) on 27 Mar, at Fomm ir-Rih on 1 and at Comino on 26 Apr. Then in low single figures on
21 dates, most at Buskett and Dwejra, from 27 Aug to 1 Oct, with a late bird at Dwejra (M) on 28 Oct. Highest 7 at
Dwejra (M) on 23" Sep and 4 at Buskett on 1 Oct.

1998: On 9 dates in spring from 31 Mar to 18 May, all in singles except for 2 at Ta’ Gajdoru (Xaghra) on 11 Apr. In
autumn, 1 at Dwejra (M) on 24 Aug, then 15 sightings on 12 dates from 11 Sep to 1 Oct, in singles except for 2 on 11
Sep, 3 on 20 Sep, and 3 on 23 Sep, all at Buskett.

1999: Singles at Dwejra (M) on 29" and at Luga on 30 Mar, and at Ghadira on 2 May. In autumn, singies on 14 dates
from 25 Aug to 4 Oct but 2 at Buskett on 30 Sep. 1 at B'Kara on 20 Oct.
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Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni

1996: 1-4 on 9 dates from 1 Mar to 28 Apr; then 1-3 from 10 Sep to 16 Oct mostly at Buskett, but 10 at Rabat on 18 Sep.
1997: In low single figures on 7 scattered dates from 27 Mar to 23 Apr mainly at Comino and Qammieh, highest 5 at
Dwejra (M) on 27 Mar. Single over B'Kara on 4 May. In autumn in single figures on 20 dates, mainly at Buskett, from 1
Sep to 8 Oct, max 10 on 23 9 on 21, 8 on 12" and 5 on 28" all in Sep at Buskett.

1998: 10 sightings on 9 dates from 14 Mar to 1 May in single figures except for 2 at Comino on 25 Apr. in autumn,
on 11 dates from 15 Sep to 13 Oct, highest 11 at Buskett on 23 Sep, otherwise up to 3. 1 at Rabat on 28 Oct.

1999: 1 at Wied Qannotta on 17" and 2 at Lunzjata Valley on 23 Mar. In autumn, 1 on 29 Aug, then up to 5, mostly at
Buskett on 16 dates from 14 Sep to 14 Oct but 9 at same place on 26 Sep.

Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus

1996: Singies on 7th and 16 Jan and on 15 Feb; then almost daily sightings of up to 5 from 1 Mar to 13 May, but 10 at
Ghadira on 30 Mar and 13 at B’Kara on 14 Apr. Singles on 30 Jul and 30 Aug; then on most dates from 9 Sep to 26
Oct, up to 15 but 21 at Buskett on 6 Oct. Singles on 9-10 Nov and on 13th and 19 Dec.

1997: 3 singles in Feb (at Ta’ Gajdoru (Xaghra) on 9" at Blata I-Bajda on 12" and again at Ta' Gajdoru on 22™). Then
almost daily in single figures of up to 4 (but 13 over B’ Kara on 19 Apr) in various localities from 12 Mar to 6 June, with
several records from Comino, Qammieh and Dwejra (Malta). One at Ta’ Dbiegi on 5 Jul. Then in autumn/winter in
single figures in various localities aimost daily from 4 Sep to end of year, highest 9 on 17 Sep at Buskett, 6 on 23 Sep
and 8 on 6™ and 7 on 2 Oct at Dwejra (Malta).

1998: Singles on 8 dates from 5 Jan to 28 Feb. Then 1-6 almost daily from 12 Mar to 16 May, but 12 at Ta’ Gajdoru
(Xaghra) on 24 Mar. 7 sightings of singles from 30 May to 31 Aug. Then 1-7 almost daily from 3 Sep to 30 Oct, but 11
at Dwejra (M) on 1 Oct. Singles on 18 dates from 1 Nov to 30 Dec.

1999: Singles on 9 dates from 1 Jan to 7 Mar but 3 at Ta’ Gajdoru (Xaghra) on 17 Jan. Up to 3 almost daily from 13
Mar to 7 May but 5 at Ta’ Gajdoru on 14 and 25 Mar and at Wied Qannotta on 17 Mar. Singles at Comino on 15 May, at
Ghadira on 20 Jun, at Bingemma on 23 Jul, at Luga and Ghadira on 1 Aug, at Buskett on 6 Aug and at Dwejra (M) on 4
Sep. 1-8 almost daily from 10 Sep to 28 Oct but 15 at Dwejra (M) on 25 Sep and 13 at Buskett on 30 Sep. Singles on 7
dates from 1-25 Nov and 2 at Lunzjata Valley on 4 Dec.

Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus

19%6: 10 sightings on 9 dates from 18 Apr to 23 May, all singies except for 7 at Cirkewwa and at B'Kara on 25 Apr and
13 May respectively.

1997: in low single figures on 5 dates from 12" to 29 Apr, but 20+ at Biata I-Bajda on 28" Then singles at Dwejra
(M) on 10", at Simar on 17" and at B’Kara on 28 May, and at is-Simar on 8" and at Mgiebah on 19 Jun. In autumn,
one at Buskett on 11" and 2 at Dwejra (M) on 27 Sep.

1998: 16 sightings of 1-3 on 11 dates from 3 Apr to 27 May, but 7 at Xaghra on 22™ and 12 at B'Kara on 28 Apr.

1999: 4 on 15" and 3 on 23" both at Blata L-Bajda and 1 at Gnejna on 28 Apr. 1 at Buskett on 11 Oct.

‘Merlin Falco columbarius

1996: Singles at Buskett on 28 Sep and 12 Oct.

1997: Singles at Pt. St. EImo on 25 September and at Simar on 21 Oct.

1998: Singles at Buskett on 24 Sep and at Siiema on 29 Oct.

1999: Singles at Buskett on 27 Aug, at Blata L-Bajda, Lunzjata Valley, and B’Kara on 8 Oct and at Buskett on 9 Oct.

Hobby Falco subbuteo

1996:18 sightings of 1-2 on 14 dates from 6 Apr to 7 May, then singles on 31 May and 1 Jun. Regular sightings of up to
10 from 2 Sep till 18 Oct, but 18 at Buskett on 15 Sep.

1997: Early bird at Ta’ Gajdoru (Xaghra) on 29 Mar; then 1-3 on 6 dates from 11" to 28 Apr, and 2 at Ta’ Gajdoru
on 16 May. in autumn in single figures on most days, mainly at Buskett and Dwejra, from 31 Aug to 8 Oct, highest 7at
Buskett and 6 at Dwejra (M) on 21%, and 5 at Buskett on 2™ and 28", alf in Sep. 2 at Buskett on 18 Oct.

1998: 22 sightings of 1-3 on 13 dates from 8 Apr to 13 May, but 8 at Ta’ Gajdoru (Xaghra) on 12 Apr. In autumn, up to 9
almaost daily from 1 Sep to 9 Oct, but 14 at Dwejra (M) on 23 Sep.

1998: Singles at Bahar Ic-Caghaq on 3“ and at Blata L-Bajda on 5 Apr. Then 1-2 on 6 dates from 16 Apr to 2 May but 4
at Ta’ Gajdoru (Xaghra) on last date. 1 at Ta’ Qali on 1 Jun. In autumn, up to 10 almost dally from 3 Sep to 12 Oct but
15 at Buskett on 3 Oct. Singles at Mgarr on 17 Oct and at Buskett on 24 Oct.

Eleonora's Falcon Faico elecniorae

1996: 1 at Buskett on 24 Aug, then 1-2 almost daily from 30 Aug till 3 Oct, but 3 on 13" and 4 on 14 Sep, both at
Buskett. Singles again at Buskett on 12" and 15", and at Blata I-Bajda on 29" all in Oct.

1997: 1 at Buskett on 30 Apr. Then in autumn 1-3 mainly at Buskett and Dwejra (M) on most days from 25 Aug to 22
Sep. Latest records at Dwejra (M): one on 27 Sep and 2 on 4 Oct.

1998: Singles at Ta’ Gajdoru (Xaghra) on 19 Jun, and at M’Scala on 6" and at Buskett on 30 Aug. Then 3 at Dwejra
(M) on 11" singles at Filfla and Rabat on 15", at Ghar Dalam on 16" and at Ghadira on 20" ,ali in Sep.

1999: Singles at Comino on 1 May and 13-14 May, at Mistra Bay on 16 May, at Ta’ Gajdoru on 6 Jun, at Gharb on 10
Jul, at Dingli Cliffs on 19 Jul and at Qawra on 25 Jul. In autumn, 1-2 on 10 dates from 26 Aug to 30 Sep but 3 at Buskett
on 28 Sep. 2 at Buskett on 11 Oct.

Saker Falco cherrug
1996: 1 at Dwejra, Malta on 21 Sep, and 1 shot at Delimara on 12 Oct.
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1997: Singles at Qammieh on 9 Mar, at Comino on 19 Apr and at Buskett on 10 Sep.
1998: 1 at B’Kara on 4 Jan.

Peregrine Faicon Falco peregrinus

1996: Singles at south of Gozo on 18 Feb and at Targa Gap on 30 Mar, at Buskett on 10™ and 15" and at Blata I-Bajda
on 21%'Sep, at Buskett and Qawra on 12 Oct, and at Ghadira on 20 Dec.

1997: Singles at San Anton on 2 Mar, at Comino on 16 Apr and at B’'Kara on 1 Nov.

1998: Singles at Mriehel on 2 Jan, at Blata L-Bajda on 22 Mar, at San Gwann on 24 Mar, at B’Kara on 28 Apr, and at
I-Ahrax on 20" and at Ta’Cenc on 28 Jun.

1999: Singles at Ghastri on 1 Jun and at Buskett on 30 Sep.

Water Rail Rallus aquaticus

1996: Up to 20 daily at Ghadira from 1 Jan to 30 Mar. At Simar 1-3 reported regularly from 5 Jan to 25 Mar. 2 at Ghadira on
26 Aug, then 1-3 regularly there from 10 Sep increasing up to 15 by end of year. At Simar up to 5 from 22 Oct till end of year.
1997: Up to 15+ daily at Ghadira in January until 19 Mar but 30+ on 22 Feb, and singles on 22 Mar and 1 Apr. At Simar
up to 5 on 16 scattered dates from 1 Jan to 16 Mar. Then singles on 11" and 22 Sep and in single or low double figures
on most days from 6 Oct till end of year at Ghadira, highest 25+ on 26" and 20+ on 29-30 Dec. At Simar up to 5+
almost daily from 11 Oct till end of year.

1998: Up to 15 almost daily at Ghadira and 1-5 at Simar in Jan - 14 Mar, but 20 at Ghadira on 6-8 Jan. Singles on 3
dates at Ghadira from 4" to 27 Aug, then 1-10 aimost daily at Ghadira and 1-5 at Simar from 30 Aug till end of year, but
15 at Ghadira on 14-15 Dec. Only one sighting outside the reserves: 1 at Lunzjata on 28 Dec.

1999: Almost daily at Ghadira and Simar in Jan-Mar, highest 15+ at Ghadira on 19-20 Feb, otherwise up to 10 at
Ghadira and up to 4 at Simar. 1-2 at Simar from 2™ to 8 Apr. Singles at Simar on 5 Jul, and at Ghadira on 21 Aug. Then
up to 15 almost daily at Ghadira and Simar from 4 Oct to end of year, but 20+ at Ghadira on 17-18 Dec and 24 Dec.
Records outside the two reserves were singles at Wied Gholliega on 6 Feb, at Buskett on 21 Jul, at Rabat on 13 Oct
and at Salina on 6 Dec.

Spotted Crake Porzana porzana

1996: Regular sightings at Ghadira from 13 Feb to 27 Apr, all in singles but 2 on 10-11 Apr. Singles at Simar on 5 dates
from 18 Aug to 5 Sep, and again there on 29 Sep. At Ghadira, 9 sightings from 20 Sep to 7 Nov, all singles but 3 on 24 Sep.
1997: Singles at Ghadira on 16" and 27 Mar, on 4 Apr, and on 24 Aug, and at Simar on 19 Apr.

1998: Singles at Ghadira on 11" and 23 Mar, and at Simar on 4" and 10 Jun.

1999: Singles at Lunzjata on 28 Feb, on 3 dates at Ghadira from 7" to 14 Mar, at Lunzjata on 10", at Ghadira on 13",
and on 3 dates at Simar from 23" to 27 Apr and at Lunzjata on 11 May. Then singles at Ghadira on 26 Aug and 13-14
Sep, and at Simar on 14" and 20 Sep, and 15 Dec.

Little Crake Porzana parva

1996: In spring singles at Ghadira on 4" and at Simar from 7" to 14 Apr. In autumn singles at Simar on 3 dates from
12" to 22 Oct. and at Ghadira on 3 dates from 9" to 16 Nov.

1997: Singles at Ghadira on 9" and at Simar on 20 Sep.

1998: At Simar 2 on 28 Feb and singles on 6 Mar, 3 Apr, 30 Sep, and 4 Oct. At Ghadira single from 5-7 Oct.

1999: 1 male at Simar on 14 Mar.

Moorhen Gallinula chloropus

1996: Up to 30 throughout the year at Simar (lower numbers in summer when breeding) and at Ghadira in Jan-May and
Sep-Dec. Singles at Ghadira on 3 dates in Jun and Jul. Outside reserves, 1-2 on 4 occasions: 3 of them in Gozo
(including usual breeding site at Ghajnsielem) and the other at Zurrieq.

1997: Present in single or low to medium double figures throughout the year at Ghadira and Simar: Monthly max at
Ghadira: 50+ in Dec, 40+ in Nov and 35+ in March, with lowest monthly max. of 5+ in May-Aug; monthly max at Simar:
30+ in Sep-Dec and 20 to 25+ in May-Aug, with 15+ in other months. Only 6 records at other sites: 6 at Lunzjata on 11
Apr and singles at Ghanjsielem on 17 Jul, at Rabat on 26 Oct, and at Ghajn Zejtuna on 25 Oct, 8 Nov and 13 Dec.
1998: Daily throughout the year at Ghadira and Simar, highest 40 at Ghadira from Jan-Mar and at Simar and Ghadira
from Nov-Dec. Seven pairs bred at Ghadira and 3 nests were located between 13 May and 20 June. Several pairs, up
to 10, bred at Simar where young were heard at 8 different places. Young of different ages were seen there from May
to August. Outside the reserves, singles at Lunzjata on 19 Mar, at Ghajnsielem on 13 May, at Ghajnsielem and Ramla
Valley on 3 Jun, at Ghajnsielem on 9 Jun, and 2 at Mgabba on 22 Jun.

1999: Daily throughout the year at Ghadira and Simar, highest 60+ at Ghadira on 7 Mar, otherwise up to 50. Highest
numbers from Jan-Mar and from Oct-Dec. Outside the reserves, singles at Lunzjata Valley on 9 Jan, 28 Feb, 6-7 Mar,
31 Oct; at Rabat on 28 Feb and 11 Oct; and at Salina on 8 Dec. A pair bred at Ghajnsielem where an adult with 4
chicks were seen on 4 Jun. 1 on 30 Jun and 3 on 3 Aug at Kirkop.

Common Coot Fulica atra

1996: 32 at Ghadira in Jan-Feb, decreasing throughout Mar, and all but 1 leaving by 1 Apr, with a singie bird remaining
until 19 May. Up to 15 at Simar in Jan-Feb, all birds leaving by 26 Mar. 1 at Simar from 16 Sep onwards, increasing o 8 by
end of year. At Ghadira, 1-4 from 12 Oct and end of Dec. 1 at Qawra on 30 Nov was the only record outside the reserves.
1997: In single figures daily from Jan up to 18 Mar at Ghadira and from Jan up to 22 Mar at Simar, with a max of 4 dally
at Ghadira in Jan until 4 Mar and a max of 8 at Simar on 1* and 27 Jan. Then 1-2 at Simar from 13 Sep, increasing to 3
on 19 Oct and up to 10 in Nov and Dec. Single at Ghadira from 28 Sep to 31 Nov, increasing to 11 up to end of Nov
and to 12 in Dec.
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1998: 5-13 daily at Ghadira from Jan-18 Mar, then 1 present throughout the year. Up to 6 daily at Simar from Jan-31
Mar. Then up to 8 daily at Simar from 24 Sep tili end of year and up to 5 daily at Ghadira from 12 Nov till end of year.
1999: Up to 4 at Ghadira and up to 8 at Simar daily from Jan-8 Apr, but 10 at Simar on 10-11 Mar. 1 at Simar on 27
Apr. 1 remained at Ghadira till 15 Sep. 1 at Simar on 11 Sep, then up to 8 daily at Simar and Ghadira from 18 Sep and
14 Oct 10 end of year, respectively.

Common Crane Grus grus

1996: 40 at Grand Harbour on Srd, 2 over Mosta on 29", and 4 over B’Kara on 30 Dec.

1997: 6 at Qammieh and 55 (one flock) over Nadur on 9 Mar. Then one over Ghadira on 2nd, 3 at Targa Gap and 13
over Valletta and Ghadira on 4", and 24 at Luga Airport on 20" all in Nov.

1998: Influx on 16 Nov, with 56 over Luga Airport, 26 at Ghadira and 43 at Pt. St. Elmo. 11 at Nadur (G) on 18" and 4
at Mosta on 19 Nov. 1 at Ta’ Gajdoru {(Xaghra) on 16 Dec.

1999: 7 over Gozo on 25 Mar. 8 on 24 Nov and 1 on 1 Dec, both at Qawra.

Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus

1996: 1 at Ghadira on 14 Sep.

1997: 6 on 3“ and 30n 6 Aug at Pt. St. ElImo, and singles at Delimara on 10 Aug and at Bahar ic-Caghak on 4 Sep.
1998: 1 at Qammieh on 26 Mar, 15 at Qawra on 26 Jul, and 1 at Tas-Safra on 2™ and 7 at Ghadira Bay on 16 Aug.
1999: 2 at Ghadira on 12 Aug.

Black Winged Stilt Himatopus himantopus

1996: 1-9 on most dates at Ghadira from 27 Feb to 17 May, but 13 on 14 Mar, when 14 were also sighted at Marsaxiokk
and 18 at Salina. 3 at Comino on 18 Apr; then 2 at Ghadira on 29 Jul, 5 again there on 12 Aug, and 1 at Salina on 13 Aug.
1997: Present in single figures from 23 Mar to 4 May, but 21 on 25 Mar (otherwise highest 6 on 30 Mar and 9 Apr), 1 on
11" and 17 May, 2-3 on 5 scattered dates in June, and 1 on 13-14 August, all records from Ghadira. At Simar recorded
on 5 dates: 2 on 16 Mar, 3 on 1 and 2 on 19 Apr, and singles on 4 Jun and 3 Jul. Other single records were at
Comino on 29 Apr and at Salina on 18 Jul and 20 Aug.

1998: 1 at Ghadira on 14-15 Mar, then 1-3 on 14 dates from 31 Mar to 9 May, but 13 at Migra L-Ferha on 31 Mar, 8 at
Ghadira on 1% and 7 at Mosta on 2 Apr, and 7 at Ghadira on 9 May. 1-2 at Simar on 3 dates from 10" to 28 Jun and 4
at Ghadira on 25 Jun. 4 again at Ghadira on 13" and 1 at Sliema on 23 Jul. 8 at M'Scala on 7" and 4 at Ghadira on 10
Aug, then 1-4 daily at Ghadira from 20 Aug to 9 Sep and 1 daily at same place on 26-29 Sep.

1999: At Ghadira, 6 on 11" and 1-3 on 7 dates from 19" to 31 Mar and up to 4 daily from 7" to 23 Apr and from 30 Apr
to 22 May; but 7 on 12 May. 3 records outside Ghadira: 16 at Qammieh on 7 Apr, 4 at Manoel Island on 19 Apr and 4 at
Salina on 6 May. 1-2 at Ghadira on 6 dates from 6" to 22 Jun. Singles at Ghadira on 4 dates from 4" to 18 Jul, but 3 on
13 Jul. 1-2 almost daily at same place from 3 Aug to 3 Sep, but 4 on 15 Aug. 2 records outside Ghadira: 1 at Burmarrad
on 24 Aug and 25 at Qawra on 20 Sep.

Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta

1997: 5 at Ghadira on 17 Nov and 4 at Qawra on 12 Dec.

1998: 9 at Ghajn Tuffieha on 1* and 12 at Qammieh on 28 Mar, and singles at Ghadira on 7" and 18 Apr. In autumn, 9
at Ghadira on 17" and 6 at Qawra on 30 Sep, 26 at Qawra on 10 Nov, and 14 at Qawra and 12 at Ghadira on 19 Nov.
1999: 13 at Qawra on 29 Oct.

Stone Curlew Burhinus oecidnemus

1996: 1 at Comino on 31 Mar and 4 at Dwejra (M) on 20 Sep.

1997: Singles at Comino on 12 Apr, and at Simar on 5" and at Ghadira on 16 Oct.

1999: Singles at Qammieh on 27 Mar, at Ghadira on 17 Apr, at Comino on 14 May, and at Blata L-Bajda on 18 Oct.

Collared Pratincole Giareola pratincoia
1996: 1 at Ghadira on 20 Jul.
1997: 1 at Dwejra (M) on 10 May.
999: Singles at Dwejra (M) on 30 Sep and at B'Kara on 5 Nov.

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius

1996: Almost daily, mostly at Ghadira and other coastal areas, from 28 Feb till 20 Oct. Generally in singie figures, but 10 at
Ghadira on 11 Mar, 14 again there on 10 Aug. Pair bred at Ghadira and raised 2 young. Latest sighting: 1 at Ghallis on 2 Nov.
1997: In single figures almost daily at Ghadira from 8 Mar to 18 Oct, with a late bird on 4 Nov, but 20+ on 27" and 10+
on 29 Mar. Pair bred for the third consecutive year at Ghadira. Up to 5 on 16 scattered dates from 19 Mar to 31 Aug
mainly at Salina (7dates) and Simar (4 dates), but 30 at Ghallis on 18 Aug.

1998: Almost daily in single or low double figures from 10 Mar to 10 May, highest 15 at Salina on 8 Apr. Breeding pair
present at Ghadira from Apr-Jul, however only 1 chick survived out of two broods. Then in single figures almost daily
from 16 Jul to 3 Oct, but 20 at Ghadira on 3 Aug.

1999: 1 at Ghadira on 24-25 Feb then almost daily in single to low double figures from 2 Mar to 2 May (highest 15 at
Ghadira on 14 Mar and at Salina on 18 Mar). Breeding pair present at Ghadira in summer. Then up to 8 aimost daily
from 15 Jul to 25 Oct, mainly at Ghadira.

Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula

1996: Up to 4 at Ghadira on most dates from 21 Apr to 24 May, 1 on 15" to 25 Jul, and up to 5 from 17 Aug to 30 Sep.
Outside Ghadira: 1 at Comino on 2 May, up to 5 at Salina on 9 dates from 17 Jul to 19 Sep, and 7 at Pt. St. Eimo on 16 Sep.
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1997: 1-2 at Ghadira on 11 scattered dates in May (but 3 on 4" and 4 on 17"™) and singles on 16 scattered dates from
19 Aug to 21 Sep, but 2 on last date, with a late bird on 14 Oct. 4 at Salina on 28 Jul, then singles there on 6" 18" and
20" and at M’Scala on 29 Aug.

1998: 8 at Salina on 29 Mar, then 1-5 on most days at Ghadira and Salina from 2 Apr to 18 May. 1 at Ghadira on 16-17
Jul, then up to 6 almost daily at Ghadira from 19 Aug to 23 Dec. 2 at Salina on 13 Oct.

1999: 1 at Ghadira on 8 dates from 2 Jan to 13 Feb. 1 at Manoel Island on 29 Mar then 1-3 almost daily at Ghadira
from 2™ to 23 May. In autumn, 1-2 on most days from 23 Jul to 3 Aug and up to 5 almost daily from 20 Aug to 14 Oct,
all at Ghadira except for 1 at Salina on 25 Jul.

Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus

1996: 1 at Ghadira almost daily from 27 Feb till 13 Oct, but 2 on 8 dates in Sep and up to 3 in Oct. Only 3 sightings,
all singles, outside Ghadira: at Gharb on 30 Sep, and at Salina on 6 Oct and on 31 Dec.

1997: First 1 at Salina on 3 Jan. Then 1 at Ghadira on 12", 21 and 23 Jan, on 5 dates from 11" to 25 Feb, and almost
daily from from 4 Mar to 21 Jun and from 21 Jul to 14 October, but 3 on 27 Feb, 2 from 30 Mar to 1 Apr and 5+ on 23
Apr. Recorded elsewhere only at Salina: single on 23" and 28 Jul and on 15" and 22 Oct, but 1 on 21 Jul and 5 on 2
Sep at Pt. St. EImo.

1998: Singles at Ghadira on 20 Mar, 2-3 Apr, and 18-19 Apr, and 1-2 at Salina on 2-4 Apr. Singles at Ghadira from 2rd
to 27 Jul and from 28 Aug to 9 Sep. 1-2 at same place on 4-5 Oct and from 17 Oct to 28 Nov.

1999: 2 on 14 Apr, and singles on 9-10" and 17-18 Jul, 6 Aug and 4-5 Sep, all at Ghadira.

Dotterel Charadrius morinellus

1996: Singles at Ramla (G) on 25", at Dwejra (M) on 31 Aug, at Simar on 20 Sep, and again at Dwejra (M) on 4th and
at Ghadira on 11 Oct, but 2 over Mdina on 21 Sep.

1997: Singles at Dwejra (M) on 4" and at Cumnija on 25 Sep, and at Mellieha on 9 Oct.

1998: 1 at Dwejra (M) on 24 Mar, then 1-2 on 7 dates from 1 Sep to 24 Oct.

1999: Singles at Dwejra (M) on 13 Sep and at Ghadira on 7" and 9 Oct and 24 Nov.

European Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria

1996: 35 at Pt. St. Elmo on 6™, 1 at Comino on 11" and 40 at Salina on 12 Oct, then 2 at Qawra on 1 Dec.

1997: 3 records in March: 1 on 1% at Dwejra (M), and 15 on 15" and 5 on 23" at Luga Airport. Then up to 4 on 6 dates:
18M and 25 Oct, 2", 12" and 13 Nov, and 20 Dec, all from Pt. St. Eimo or Qawra.

1998: 1 at Qawra on 7 Dec.

1999: 1 on 30 Oct and 17 on 6 Nov at Qawra; 10 at Lunzjata on 13 Nov; and singles at Marsascala on 19 Nov, and at
Naxxar on 25" and at Simar on 26 Dec.

Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola

1997: Singles at Ghadira on 9 Apr, at Qawra on 23 Aug and 2 Nov, and at Pt. St. Eimo also on 2 Nov.
1998: Singles at Ghadira from 3™ to 8 May, at Buskett on 8 Sep and at Qawra on 12 Sep.

1999: Singles at Qawra on 18 Sep, 19 Nov and 23 Nov.

Northern Lapwing Vanellus vaneilus

1996: 2 reported from Gozo on 13 Jan and 1 at Dwejra (M) on 6 Mar. 5 at Ghadira on 29 Oct and 1 at Simar on 3 Nov.

1997: 7 at Luga on 1%, and one at Ghadira on 6-7 Jan. Then 2 on 25 Oct, 5 on 15 Nov, and 1 on 7 Dec, all at Ta’ Qali.

1998: 1 at Belliegha (G) on 31 Jan and an unusual bird at Simar on 23 Jun. Then singies at Ghadira from 17" to 27 Oct, al
Ta'Qali on 1% and at Rabat on 14 Nov, 17 at Luga on 23 Nov and singles at Simar on 3" and at Targa Gap on 10 Dec.
1999: 5 at Luga on 2 Feb. 1 at Ghadira on 30 Oct, 3 at Qawra on 24 Nov, and 2 at Ghadira on 8 Dec.

Sanderling Calidris alba
1996: 1 at Ghadira on 20 Sep.

Little Stint Calidris minuia

1996: On most dates, mostly at Ghadira and Salina, from 15 Mar to 9 Jun, and from 15 Jul to 27 Oct. In single to low
double figures of up to 35 in spring, and up to 25 on any single date on the return passage. 1-2 on 19 dates at Ghadira
from 6 Nov to 22 Dec, and 1 at Salina on 31 Dec.

1997: First 2 at Salina on 3 Jan followed by 3 at Ghadira on 7 Feb. Then in single or low double figures on most days at
Ghadira from 25 Mar to 2 Jun, max 10+ on 16" and 18 Apr and on 12 May. Other records were 5 on 16™ and 10 on 22
Apr, and 30 (max for spring) on 8 May all at Salina and 1 on 22 May at Simar. Then again at Salina with up to 7 on
12 scattered dates from 23 Jul to 20 Aug, 1 on 1° Sep and up to 6 on 3 dates from 12" {0 22 Oct, and almost daily at
Ghadira in single or low double figures from 25 Jul to 140ct, highest 30+ on 2 Aug and 20+ on 6 other dates in the first
half of Aug. Up to 4 at Simar on 8 scattered dates from 28 Jul to 18 Sep. Other records were 3 at Pt. St. Elmo on 26 Jul,
1 at Delimara on 10" and 2 at M'Scala on 29 Aug, and singles on 4" at Blata I-Bajda and on 20 Sep at Munxar (G).
1998: Singles at Ghadira on 11" and 13 Mar, then almost daily at Salina and Ghadira in single or low double figures
from 15 Mar to 29 May, highest 20 at Ghadira on 23 Apr. 1 at Ghadira on 7 Jun. In autumn, almost daily in single or low
double figures of up to 30 from 21 Jul to 16 Dec, but 40 at Ghadira on 23-26 Aug. 2 at Ghadira on 28 Dec.

1998: 4 at Salina on 2 Jan and another 4 at Ghadira on 7 dates from 12 Jan to 12 Feb. Aimost daily in single to low
double figures from 24 Mar to 28 May, mainly at Ghadira, highest 30+ at same place on 2 May, otherwise up to 25.
Singles at Ghadira on 5 dates from 5 Jun to 16 Jul. Up to 25 almost daily (mainly at Ghadira) from 25 Jul to 13 Nov, but
30 on 31 Aug-1 Sep. 1-2 at Ghadira on 28-30 Nov.
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Temminck's Stint Calidris temminckii

1996: 9 sightings from 26 Jul to 13 Oct, at Ghadira and Salina. All in singles but 2 at Ghadira on 6 Sep.

1997: 1 on 26 Apr, 6 on 4 May, and singles on 5-6 May, 28 Jul, 31 Aug, and on 1% 8-g" and 24 Sep, all at Ghadira.
1998: 1-3 at Ghadira on 3 dates from 25" to 28 Apr, 2 at Salina on 10 May, and singles at Ghadira on 11 May, 12" and
14 Jun, from 29 Jun to 2 Jul, and on 9 dates from 25 Jul to 5 Oct.

1999: Only recorded at Ghadira . 1-3 almost daily from 25 Apr to 21 May, but 5+ on 4 dates from 8" to 12 May. In
autumn, 1-2 on 16 dates from 24 Jul to 24 Sep.

Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos
1998: 1 shot at /o Zejtun on 30 Sep.

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea

1996: On most dates from 20 Apr to 26 May, when up to 25 at Ghadira and, on 4 occasions, up to 6 at Salina. Regular
again at Ghadira (and another 4 sightings at Salina) from 20 Jul to 6 Oct, when up to 6 birds present.

1997: Up to 3 at Ghadira on 10 dates from 28 Apr to 30 May and 3 at Salina on 8 May. Then again at Ghadira with up
to 6 from 26 Jul to 2 Aug, and singles from 3 to 7", 20" to 23™ and 31 Aug, and on 1% and 4 Sep. At Salina 1 on
23 8 on 25" and 3 on 28 Jul, then singles on 4 scattered dates from 1™ to 20 Aug and a late bird on 12 Oct.

1998: 3 at Salina on 31 Mar, then in single figures on most dates from 22 Apr to 18 May, but 12 on 6" and 11 on 13
May, both at Ghadira. 2 at Ghadira on 18-20 Jun. In autumn, 1-3 on most dates at Ghadira from 21 Jul to 23 Sep. 1 at
Salina on 30 Jul.

1999: Up to 8 almost daily from 29 Apr to 29 May, all at Ghadira except for 5 at Salina on 6 May. 1-4 at Ghadira and
Salina (except for 1 at Bahar lc-Caghaqg on 24 Jul) on most days from 15 Jul to 1 Aug; then 1-2 at Ghadira on most
days from 22 Aug to 6 Oct. 1 at Ghadira from 6" to 13 Nov.

Dunlin Calidris alpina

1996: 1 at Ghadira on 14 Mar. Regular on return passage, mostly at Ghadira and Salina, with up to 7 from 25 Jul to 27
Oct. At Ghadira on 10-14 Nov, at Qawra on 22 Nov and again at Ghadira on 28 Dec, all singles.

1997: One spring record: 1 at Salina on 22 Apr. Then at Ghadira first 1 on 15 Jul, then daily in low single figures from
27 Jul till 14 Oct (max 5 on 2 Aug), and singles on 9 scattered dates till 26 Nov. Elsewhere recorded mainly at Salina in
iow single figures on 12 scattered dates from 30 Jul to 1 Sep and from 12" ro 22 Oct, max 6 on 15 Oct. Other records
were singles at Bahar ic-Caghak on 31 Jul, at Simar on 1% and at Ghallis and Pt. St. Elmo on 13 Aug and at Blata
I-Bajda on 13 Sep, but 3 at Ghallis on 28 Aug and 20 (highest for any one day) at Qawra on 19 Nov.

1998: Singles at Salina on 3 dates from 2™ to 5 Apr and at Ghadira on 3 May. In autumn, in single figures almost daily
from 22 Jul to 19 Nov, but 10 at Ghadira on 23-24 Aug, and 11 at Buskett on 24 Sep. 2 at Ghadira on 25" and 28 Nov
and 1 at same place on 12 Dec.

1999: Singies at Safina on 28" and at Ghadira on 31 Mar. Up to 10 almost daily from 16 Jul to 24 Nov, but 11 at Qawra
on 18 Sep, 15 at Ghadira on 6 Oct, and 18 at Qawra on 13 Nov. 1 at Ghadira almost daily from 25 Nov to 19 Dec.

Ruff Philomachus pugnax

1996: Regular, mostly at Ghadira, from 17 Feb to 2 Jun, mostly in single figures but 14 at Ghadira on 14 Mar and 15 at
Luga Airport on 25 Apr. 35 sightings from 7 Jul to 21 Oct, up to 5 at Ghadira but 9 at Comino on 14 Jul.

1997: At Ghadira in single figures almost daily from 2" 0 13 Mar (max 7 on 11") and daily from 28 Mar to 3 May (max
6 on 6™ and 5 on 5 Apr), followed by singles on 4 dates from 18" to 24 May. Then again at Ghadira: 2 on 4™ and
singles on 5-6" and 30 Jul, on 2-4 Aug and on 13" and 23 Sep. Elsewhere, 20+ (highest for any one day) at Gudja
on 16 Mar, up to 4 at Salina on 22 Mar, 16 Apr, 8 May and 14" 18" and 30 Jul. 1 over Buskett on 1 Oct.

1998: 1 at Ghadira on 26 Feb, then daily from 28 Feb to 1 May, highest 30 at Ghadira on 26 Mar and on 25 Apr, otherwise
up to 22. 1-3 on 4 dates from 4" to 27 May and 14 at B'Bugia on 22 Jun. Then 1-6 on 11 dates from 16 Jul to 2 Oct.

1999: Up to 5 daily from 13" to 27 Mar and up to 6 almost daily from 19 Apr to 15 May, all at Ghadira and Salina. In
autumn, up to 3 on most days from 11 Jul to 18 Sep. 1 at Ghadira on 3 Oct.

Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus

1996: 10 sightings of singles on 9 dates from 11 Jan to 1 May, all at Ghadira and Simar. Singles at Lunzjata on 8 Oct
and on 28 Dec.

1997: 1 at Lunzjata on 22 Feb.

1998: Singles at Lunzjata on 16 Mar, 21 Mar, and 5 Dec, and at Rabat on 15 Dec.

1999: 1-2 at Simar on 4 dates from 20 Feb to 6 Mar and 1 at Lunzjata on 7 Mar.

Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago

1996: Up to 7 at Simar from Jan till 18 May and up to 4 at Ghadira from Jan to 28 Apr. 4 at Marsaxlokk on 14 Mar. 1 at
Ghadira on 24 Aug and singles at Dwejra (M) on 16M and 18 Sep. Up to 8 at Simar from 1 Sep till end of year; 1-2 at
Ghadira from 2 Oct to 16 Dec and 1 at Lunzjata on 8 Dec.

1997: At Simar in single figures on most days from 1 Jan to 10 Apr (max 8 on 19 Jan, 18 Feb, and 9 Mar). At Ghadira
up to 3 on most days from 2" to 17 Mar and singles on 7-8" and 12 April. Other records were singles at Lunzjata on 22
Feb, at Qammieh on 26 Mar and at Marsa on 6 Apr, and 2 at Salina on 14 Mar. Then in autumn again at Simar with
1-2 on most days from 24 Aug to 10 Sep; 1 on 3 Oct; daily in low single figures (max 4) from 11" to 29 Oct; and up to
very low double figures on 8 dates in Nov (max 12 on 25" and 7+ on 16"™) and on 15 dates in Dec (max 12 on 23" and
11+ on 21*). Other records were 2 at Ghadira on 31 Aug and singles at Buskett on 22 Sep, at Ghadira on 24 Sep and
3 Mar, at Salina on 12" and at ta’ Qali and Dwejra (M) on 26 Oct.
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1998: Almost daily at Simar from Jan to 5 Apr, highest 12 on 3 dates from 3 Jan to 1 Feb, otherwise up to 10. Singles at
Ghadira on 2 Jan and 8 Feb, then 1-4 on most dates from 15 Feb to 4 Apr. Outside the reserves, 2 on 8" and 1 on 15
Mar at Lunzjata, and 1 at Marsalforn on 11 Apr. 1 at Simar from 10" to 14 Jun. In autumn, aimost daily at Simar from 21
Sep till end of year, highest 11 on 2-4 Dec. Outside Simar, singles on 20 dates from 23 Sep to 14 Nov, mostly at Ghadira.
1999: Up to 7 almost daily at Simar from Jan to 13 Apr. Singles at Ghadira on 23 Jan and on 26 Feb; at Luga on 19
Mar; and at Dwejra (M) on 1 Apr. Singles at Blata L-Bajda and Simar on 30 Apr. In autumn, 1-2 on 8 dates from 26 Aug
to 1 Oct, then up to 10 almost daily from 11 Oct to end of year mostly at Simar and Ghadira.

Great Snipe Gallinago media
1998: Singles at Ghadira on 4 dates from 27 Mar to 6 Apr.
1999: 2 at Simar on 24 Apr.

Woodcock Scolopax rusticola

1996: Singles at Ghadira on 10th and 16 Mar.

1997: Singles at Bugibba on 4", at Mellicha on 18", at Dwejra (G) on 25", and at Mtahleb on 26 Oct, and at Targa Gap
on 3" and at Ghadira on 15 Nov.

1998: Singles at Ghadira on 3 dates from 18" to 23 Mar. Then at Simar on 6™ and 9", and at Rabat on 15 Dec. 3
reported shot at Lunzjata in Dec.

1999: Singles at Simar and at Wied Gholiiega on 9 Feb. Singles at B'Kara on 29 Oct, and at Lunzjata on 14™ and up to
5 daily on 25-28 Nov.

Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa

1996: Singles at Ghadira on 24-25 Feb and 3 Mar.

1997: 2 from 4" to 13 Mar then 1 till 9 Apr at Ghadira. Then 45+ off Qawra on 12 Aug.

1998: 1 at Ghadira on 31 Jan. 1-5 daily at Ghadira from 26 Mar to 3 Apr and 1 at Qammieh on 26 Mar. 1 at Ghadira
from 14 Jun to 5 Jul.

1999: 1 at Ghadira on 12 Feb.

Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica
1998 : 1 at Cirkewwa on 15 Apr.
1999 : 1 at Ghadira on 14 May.

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus
1997: One at Salina on 30 Aug.

Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata

1996: 1 on 23 Mar, then 4 sightings of 15-21 birds on 3 dates from 28 Mar to 3 Apr, all from the Channel area. 12 at Pt.
St. Elmo on 12 Oct.

1997: On 4 dates in Mar; at Qammieh 10 on 16", 2 on 22™ and 72 on 23, and 1 at Comino on 28" Then 5 at Pt. St.
Elmo on 20 Jul, and singles at Marsascala and at Pt. St. Elmo on 12 Aug, and over Buskett on 4" and at Pt. St. Eimo
on 11 Sep. 2 at Qawra on 16 Oct.

1998: On 5 dates at Qammieh from 19" to 29 Mar, highest 54 and 43 on 19" and 21 Mar respectively, otherwise up to
19. 1 at Ghadira from 4" to 12" and 2 at Bingemma on 18 Jul. Singles at Qawra on 12" and at Tigne’ on 29 Sep, 2 at
Qawra on 6% and 29 Oct, and 3 at Qawra and Rabat on 14 Nov.

1999: 30 on 239 1 on 27 Mar, and 85+ on 3 Apr, all at Qammieh. In autumn, singles at Salina on 31 Jul, at Qawra on
29 Aug, at Blata L-Bajda on 11 Sep, and on 4 dates at Qawra from 17 Oct to 18 Nov. 6 at Qawra on 18-19 Dec.

Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus

1996: Up to 5 from 9 Mar to 30 Apr, then singles on 5 May, 27 Jun, 21 Jul and 22 Aug; all records at Ghadira.

1997: 1-2 on 12" and 31 March, on 6-8 Apr, on 22-23" and 27 June, on 16 Sep and on 1 and 26 Nov. All records
from Ghadira and Simar, but 1 at Pt. St. Elmo 21 Aug.

1998: Only recorded at Ghadira. 1 on 11 Feb, 1-2 on 5 dates from 2" 40 23 Apr, singles on 17 Jul and on 4 dates from
12" t0 26 Sep. .

1999: Singies at Ghadira on 5-9 Apr, 19-21 Jun and on 8" and 11 Oct.

Common Redshank Tringa fotanus

1996: Singles at Ghadira on 16 dates from 28 Feb till 8 Apr. Up to 8 at Ghadira from 15 Jun to 23 Jul, and singles at Simar
and Salina on 11" and 17 Jul respectively. 1 on 12 Aug, then 1-2 on 7 dates from 5 Oct to 1 Dec.

1997: Singles at Ghadira on 23 Feb, on 10 dates from 9" to 28 Mar (but 2 on 11"}, and on 26-29 Apr. Then again at
Ghadira with up to 3 on 9 dates from 23 Jun to 5 Jul, singles from 8" to 13 Aug and on 13" and 24 Sep, 3 on 11-12 Qct
and singles on 10™ and 23 Nov. Four records outside Ghadira: 2 at Qammieh on 12 Mar and singles at Simar on 26
Apr, at Salina on 14" and at Pt. St. Eimo on 2™ and 19 Jul.

1998: 1-2 on most dates from 22 Mar to 30 Apr, 1 on 31 May and up to 3 on most days from 15 Jun to 12 Jul, but 4 on
25 Jun. 3on 1% and 1 on 28-29 Aug; then 1-2 on most dates from 7 Sep to 4 Nov, but 3 on 31 Oct. Highest numbers
and most records from Ghadira.

1999: Up to 4 daily from 17" to 22 Mar. 1 at Simar on 12 Apr. Singles at Ghadira on 15 Jun, then up to 3 (mostly at
Ghadira) almost daily from 22 Jun to 21 Jul, but 5 at Ghadira on 26 Jun. 1-2 on 6 dates from 12 Aug to 17 Sep and 1-2
almost daily from 23 Oct to 8 Dec, mostly at Ghadira. 4-5 at Ghadira on 21-22 Dec.
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Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis

1996: Singles on 7 dates from 24 Feb to 4 Apr; on 14"M-17" and 29-30 Jun; on 24 Jul, and on 12 Aug. All at Ghadira.
1997: Singles at Ghadira on 27" and 29 Mar, on 4™ and 10-11 Apr, and on 30 Jul.

1998: Singles at Ghadira on 4 dates from 25" to 31 Mar, and on 16™ and 18 Apr. Singles at Qammieh on 26 Mar and at
Salina on 31 Mar and 4 Apr.

1999: 1-2 from 9" to 13 Jul and 2 on 21 Aug. All at Ghadira.

Greenshank Tringa nebularia

1996: 1-2 almost daily from 16 Apr to 14 May, but 4 at Ghadira on 21 Apr. 1-2 on most dates from 16 Jul to 2 Aug, then
up to 3 from 13 Aug to 8 Oct, mostly at Ghadira, and 1 on 31 Dec at Salina.

1997: Singles at Ghadira on 1%, on 6-8", 12" and 17", at Comino on 20" and again at Ghadira on 29" all in April. Then
singles at Pt. St. Elmo on 11 Jul, at ta” Gajdoru (Xaghra) on 1%, at Salina on 6" and 8" and at Qawra on 31*, all in Aug,
at Ghadira on 1%, at Buskett on 13" and again at Ghadira on 22" all in Sep, at Salina on 12" and at Qawra on 18 Oct
and at Ghadira on 1 Nov.

1998: 1 at Ghadira on 28 Mar, then 1-5 on most dates at Ghadira and Salina from 2 Apr to 6 May. 1 at Manoel island
on 3 Apr. in autumn, 1-3 on 46 dates from 1 Jul to 30 Sep, but 8 over Buskett on 26 Sep.

1999: Singles at Migra L-Ferha on 3 Mar and at Ghadira on 4 dates from 26 Mar 1o 9 Apr. Up to 3 daily at Ghadira from
17" to 30 Apr, and 1 at Salina on 2 May. In autumn, 1-2 at Ghadira from 23 10 28 Jul and 1-2 on 9 dates from 7 Aug to
9 Oct. 1 at Ghadira on 14-15 Nov.

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus

1996: Regularly from 19 Feb till 15 Apr, mostly up to 4 but 11 at Ghadira on 3 Apr. Singles at Wied Gholliega on 27 Apr
and at Ghadira and Simar on 10 May; then almost daily from 28 Jun till 4 Oct, mostly up to 4 but 6 at Simar on 25 Jun,
8 at Salina on 16 Jul, and 6 at Salina on 1% and 7 at Ghadira on 7 Aug.

1997: 1 winter record at Ta’ Gajdoru (Xaghra) on 25 Jan. Then in spring at Ghadira 1-2 on 16 dates from 11 Mar to 15
Aer (but 3 on 11 and 4 on 26 Mar), and singles on 25 Apr and on 8" and 18 May. At Simar singles on 1% and 8", 2 on
9", and singles on 15-16 Mar, and 5+ on 11 Apr. Then again at Ghadira in low single figures on 37 dates from 17 Jun
to 4 Oct (mostly singles, but 2-3 on 7 scattered dates and 6 on 22 Sep). At Simar up to 3 on 5 dates from 27 Jun to 14
Au%; then singles on 8 scattered days till 5 Oct. Elsewhere recorded singly on 8 dates, at Salina on 6", at Ghallis on
10", at Ta Qali on 14" and at M’Scala on 29 Aug, at Targa Gap on 10™ and at Buskett on 12" and 18 Sep, and a late
bird at Qawra on 19 Oct.

1998: Singles at Ghadira on 4" and at Simar on 28 Feb, then 1-4 on 28 dates from 6 Mar to 25 Apr. Singles at Gomino
on 4" and at Ghadira on 5 May. 1-2 at Ghadira on 7 dates from 9" to 29 Jun, then 1-3 on 37 dates from 1 Jul to 1 Oct,
but 6 at Ghadira on 1 Jul and 5 at Simar on 3 Sep.

1999: 1-2 almost daily from 4 Mar to 22 Apr, but 4 at Ghadira on 28 Mar. Singles at Simar on 10" and at Ghadira on 15
May. Up to 5 aimost daily from 19 Jun to 11 Sep, but 7 at Ghadira on 13 Jul. 1 at Ghadira on 6 Nov.

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola

1996: 1 on 4 Mar, then up to 10 almost daily from 15 Mar till 18 May. Singles at Ghadira on 28 May and 25 Jun; then
regularly from 2 Jul till 11 Oct, generally up to 15 but 83 at Salina on 27 Jul.

1997: Almost daily in single figures from 15 Mar to 29 Apr, and on 9 scattered dates from 2™ to 25 May, highest 5 at
Ghadira on 31 Mar. Singles at Ghadira on 4" and at Ghajn Rihana on 18 Jun. Then 1 at Ghadira on 4-5 Jul, and again
in single figures almost daily from 11Jul to 7 Sep, highest 5 at Salina on 14 Jul. Four latest records: 8 on 22" and 3 on
23 Sep at Ghadira and 2 on 9" and 1 on 12 Oct at Salina. )
1998: Up to 10 almost daily from 31 Mar to 28 May, but 12 at Ghadira on 13 May. 1-2 at Ghadira on 3 dates from 9" to
22 Jun, then 1-5 on most dates from 2 Jul to 30 Sep, but ca.100 at Ghadira on 7 Aug. 1 at Ghadira on 4 Oct.

1999: Singles on 4 dates from 10" to 28 Mar, then up to 5 almost daily from 8 Apr to 26 May, but 20 at Salina on 6
May. Up to 4 on most days from 15 Jun to 20 Sep, but 18 at Ghadira on 26 Jul.

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos

1996: Present throughout the year with a break from end of May fiil end of Jun. Up o 3 near coastal areas in Jan-Mar
and Oct-Dec; higher numbers in Apr, with a max. of 10 at Salina on 18 Apr, and from Jul-Sep, with 37 on 17 Jul at Salina.
1997: Aimost daily in low single figures from 1Jan to 6 May, but 10+ Ghadira on 14" and at Salina on 16" and 22 April.
Then 1-2 on 3 scattered dates from 12" to 26 May, daily from 30 May to 3 Jun, on 12" and 24 Jun, and on 5 July.
Then again in single figures on most days from 13 Jui till end of year, but 12 at Sliema on 31 Aug and 10 at Saiina on
22 Oct. Most records from Ghadira, with several others, mainty along the coast.

1998: 1 at Ghadira and 2 at Simar in Jan-Feb, and 4 at Ghallis on 2 Jan. Then up to 5 almost daily from 1 Mar to 18
May, but 8 at Salina on 31 Mar, and on 4" and 8 Apr. Then again on most dates from 22 Jun to 12 Nov, mostly up to 8
but 10 at Qawra on 27 Sep. 1 at Ghadira remaining till end of the year.

1999: 1 at Ghadira in Jan-Feb but 4 on 13 Feb and 2 on 28 Feb. 2 at Salina on 2 Jan and 1 at Qammieh on 28 Feb.
Up to 5 almost daily from 2 Mar to 15 May, but 10 at Salina on 18 Mar. 1 at Simar on 26 Jun, then in single figures
almost daily from 6 Jul to 30 Sep, but 10 at Salina on 21st and at Bahar Ic-Caghaqg on 24 Jul. 1 at Ghadira from 3 Oct
to end of year but 3 on 21 Nov and 2 on 4 dates from 23 Nov to 19 Dec. 3 at Salina on 29 Nov.

Turnstone Arenaria interpres

1996: At Ghadira on 9" and at Salina on 11 May; then daily at Ghadira from 26 May till 4 Jul, and at Qawra on 14 Sep.
All in singles except for 2 at Ghadira on 25 Jun.

1997: Singles at Ghadira from 14" to 20 May, at Pt. St. Eimo on 11" and at Marsascala on 29 Aug.

1999: 1 at Sliema and 11 at Lapsi on 11 May. 2-3 at Ghadira from 11" to 16 May.
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Grey Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius
1997: female found dead at Pt. St. EImo on 4 Jan.

Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus

1996: Singles off Comino on 31 Mar and at Cirkewwa on 25 Apr.

1997: Singles off Marsascala on 22 Aug and off Qawra on on 8 Dec.

1999: Singles at Qammieh on 19 Mar and 2 Apr, and at Qawra on 11 Apr and 14 Nov.

Great Skua Stercorarius skua
1999: Singles at Qammieh on 31 Mar and at Qawra on 7 Dec.

Skua sp.

1996: 1 off Ricasoli on 26 Dec.

1997: 1 off Qawra on 14 Nov.

1998: 1 at Qammieh on 14 Mar.

1999: Singles at Qawra on 6" and 14 Nov and 7 Dec.

Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus

1996: Up to 150, mostly in the Grand Harbour area in Jan-Mar. 1 on 12 Oct, then up to 28 in Nov-Dec along the
northeastern coast.

1997: Up to 3 on 7 scattered dates from 5 Jan to 31 Mar, but ca. 10 on 4 Jan; 30+ on 13" and 40+ on 31 Mar at Pt.
St. Elmo, 11 on 29 Mar at Qammieh, and 100+ at again at Pt. St Eimo on 9 Apr. 3 summer records: 2 on 29Jul at Pt.St.
Elmo, and 20 on 9" and 10 on 10 Aug at Qawra; then 4 records in October: 1 at Pt. St. Elmo on 12" 7 at Qawra on
19" and singles at Pt. St. Eimo on 25" and at Qawra on 26™. Then in single or up to medium double figures almost
daily from 1 Nov to 23 Dec, with max. 70+ at Qawra on 2 Nov and 63+ at Marsascala on 23 Dec, but 180+ at Pt. St
Elmo on 5 Dec.

1998: 12 at Pt. St. Elmo on 4 Jan, then 1-2 on 10 dates from 31 Jan to 13 Mar, mostly at Ghadira. Then up to 8 on 9
dates from 16 Mar to 10 Apr, but 30 at Manoel Island on 17 Mar. 2 at Manoel! Island on 25 Jul. In autumn, 3 at Tigne’ on
12 Oct, then up to 50 almost daily from 21 Oct to 10 Dec, but 100 on 27 Oct and 176 on 14 Nov, both at Qawra. 40 at
Valletta on 22 Dec.

1999: Singles at Ghadira on 30 Jan, 13 Feb and 1 Mar, then up to 4 on most days from 13 Mar to 5 Apr. 2 at Qawra on
9 Oct, then in single figures on most days from 16 Oct to 24 Nov, but 12 at Qawra on 29 Oct. 1-3 on 4 dates from 18"
to 31 Dec, but 20 at Pt. St. Elmo on 22 Dec. A nursed injured bird released at Ghadira on 30 May remained there till 30 Nov.

Little Gull Larus minutus

1996: 1 on 10 Jan at Birzebbuga; 1 on 10-13 Jan and up to 4 from 1*' to 26 Feb at Ghadira; and 4 on 4 Feb at Salina.
Then 1 at Simar on 9" and 2 at Marsaxiokk on 14 Mar.

1997: 7 at Pt. St. Elmo on 5 Jan, and singles at Birzebbuga on 8" and at Xemxija/Simar on 12 Mar, and at Gzira on 9 Dec.
1998: Singles at Ghadira on 31 Mar and 18 Dec.

1999: Singles at Ghadira from 2" to 24 Mar, at St. Paul's Bay on 22 Mar and at Qawra on 7 Dec.

Black-headed Guill Larus ridibundus

1996: Up to 700 in Jan-Mar mostly in the Grand Harbour area. 3 sightings of singles at Ghadira on 13 May, 27 Jun and
3 Aug. Regular sightings from 2 Sep, increasing to 150 mostly in harbour areas by end of year.

1997: Almost daily in Jan & Feb, up to 19" then on 7 scattered dates from 13 Mar to 6 Apr; usually in single figures,
but in low doubie fi%ures on 3 dates (highest 30+ off Ricasoli on 14 Jan), and reaching treble figures on another three
dates: ca. 300 on 4™ and ca. 150 on 5 January, and 150+ on 13 Mar, all at Pt. St. Elmo. In summer 6 birds seen in July
at Pt. St. Elmo and 1 at Ghadira on 7 Jul. In autumn, first 1 at Pt. St. Eimo on 4 Oct; then almost daily till end of year in
single or low double figures, but max of 75+ on 25 Oct and 50+ on 4 Nov, both at Pt. St.EImo/Valletta, and reaching
treble figures on 6 dates: 100+ on 1% and 150+ on 2 Nov, and 350+ on 12 Dec, all at Pt. St. Elmo, and 200+ at Blata
I-Bajda on 17" and 28" and at Sliema on 31 Dec.

1998: Almost daily in single or double figures from Jan-27 Mar, mostly from Marsamxett Harbour area, but in treble
figures on 6 dates, highest 500 at Wied Qammieq on 2 Feb. Singles at Ghadira on 21 Jun, at Salina on 23 Jun and in
Grand Harbour on 4 Jul. Then 1-3 at Ghadira on 4 dates from 6" to 10 Jul and 1-2 on 3 dates from 21% to 27 Sep. On
most dates from 3 Oct till end of year in single or low double figures of up to 50, but 100 at Manoel Isiand on 20 Dec.
1999: Almost daily in single or double figures from Jan to 20 Mar, mostly in Harbour area, but in treble figures on 11
dates, highest 600+ at Marsa on 29 Jan. 2 at Blata L-Bajda on 6 Sep and 1 at Qawra on 9 Oct, then on most dates from
22 Oct till end of year in single or low double figures of up to 53, except for 150 at Pt. St. EImo on 22 Dec and 200 at
Marsa on 31 Dec.

Slender-billed Gull Larus genei

1996: Singles at Qammieh on 17" and at Ghadira on 27 Mar. 9 sightings of 1-2 from 6 Aug to 7 Sep, then 2 at Salina
on 9 Oct, 1 at Ghadira on 9 Nov, and 5 off Qawra on 1 Dec.

1997: One at Ghadira on 5 Sep, then on 4 dates in Nov at Qawra (2 on 2™ 1 on 9" and 10", and 8 on 18™), and 1 at
Ghallis/Qawra on 20 Dec.

1998: 2 at Ghadira on 27" and singles at Salina on 29" and 31 Mar, and at Blata L-Bajda on 28 Apr. Singles at Ghadira
on 18 Jun and 24 Aug, and 8 at M’Scala on 25 Aug. Then 1-3 on 8 dates from 20 Sep to 12 Oct, but 7 at Qawra on 5
Oct. 3 on 2™ and singles on 10" and 28 Nov, all at Qawra. 1 at Qammieh on 27 Dec.
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1999: 1 at Ghadira on 27 Feb and 1-4 on 5 dates from 19 Mar to 4 Apr, but 30 at Qawra on 20 Mar. Singles at Ghadira
on 25-26 May, 23 Jun and on 8-9 Jul. Up to 3 on 3 dates from 24" t0 30 Jul, but 6 at Ghadira Bay on 24 Jul. 1-2 at
Qawra on 11 dates from 19 Sep to 28 Oct, but 7 on 27 Oct. 1 at Qawra on 24 Nov.

Audouin's Gull Larus audouinii
1996: 1 at Ghadira on 21 Jan.
1997: 1 at Ghadira on 24-25 Apr.

Common Gull Larus canus
1896: 1 at Ghadira from 20 Jan till 19 Feb and 2 again there on 27 Nov.
1997: 1 at Ghadira on 5 Nov.

Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus

1996: 1 at Ghadira on 22-25 Feb and 2 at Pt. St. Elmo on 23 Feb. Singles on 7 dates from 2™ to 15 Mar. 8 sightings of
singles on 6 dates in Sep, then 2 at Qawra on 20 Oct and 3 at Dingli on 21 Dec.

1997: 1-3 on 5 scattered dates at Qammieh from 9 Mar to 4 Apr, and singles at Cirkewwa on 4 May and on 6 dates,
mostly at Pt. St. Elmo from 11 Aug to 15 Sep. Then 2 on 4 Oct, and single birds on 14 scattered dates from 10 Oct to
28 Dec, but 2 on 2 Nov and 3 on last date. All records off the coast from St. EImo to Qawra.

1998: 1-3 on 13 dates from 14 Feb to 28 Mar. In autumn, up to 6 on 13 dates from 18 Sep to 26 Oct, but 9 at Qawra on
4 Oct. Singles at Ghadira on 5™ and 12 Dec.

1999: Singles on 8 dates from 6 Mar to 3 Apr, but 3 at Qammieh on 23 Mar. 5 at Qawra on 18 Sep, then up to 3 on 13
dates from 20 Sep to 23 Nov. 1 at M’'Scala on 20 Dec.

Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis

1996: Present throughout the year and breeding at Filfla, Dingli Cliffs and at least one site in Gozo. Mostly in single to
low double figures, but up to 40 on good days in winter, spring and autumn months, with very few sightings in Jul and
Aug. 200+ aduits were present on Filfla on 21 May.

1997: Present throughout the year in single or low double figures along the coast, highest ca. 100 at Pt. St. Emo on 25
Oct, 45+ on 27 Mar and 40+ on 4 Apr, both at Qammieh. 350+ adults were present on Filfla on 19 May.

1998: Present all year round in single or low double figures with highest records at breeding colony on Filfla with 350+
adults on 22 May

1999: Present all year round in single or low double figures; highest 300+ adults at breeding colony on Filfla on 24 May
and off Lapsi 250+ on 13 Dec.

Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla
1999: 1 at Qawra on 12 Dec.

Little Tern Sternula albifrons
1996: 2 at Ghadira on 1 May.
1997: 1 at Ghadira on 23 Apr.
1998: 1 at Ghadira on 2-4 May.
1999: 1 at Comino on 4 May.

Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica

1996: Singles at Ghadira on 28 May and at Cirkewwa on 30 Jun.

1997: 1 at Ghadira on 9-10 Jun, 2 at Pt. St. EImo on 11 Aug, 2 at Qawra on 3 Oct, and 6 at Ghallis on 7 Dec.

1998: Singles at Salina on 19 Apr, 16 Jul, and 28 Aug. Then on 12 dates at Qawra from 5 Sep to 13 Oct, mostly up to 4
but 8 on 18 Sep and 9 on 13 Oct. 1 at Sliema on 29 Oct.

1999: 1 on 28 Aug, and 2 on 19" and 3 on 22 Sep, all at Qawra.

Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia

1996: 3 on 26 Aug, 2 on 28 Sep and 2 on 1-2 Oct all at Ghadira and 1 on 6 Oct at Simar.

1997: 3 at Ghadira on 8 Apr, 1 at Marsascala on 21-22 Aug, 3 at Ghadira on 23 and 2 at Pt. St. Eimo on 27 Sep, and
2 at Qawra on 16-17 Oct.

1998: Singles at Blata L-Bajda on 24 Apr and at M'Scala on 25 Aug, then 1-4 on 9 dates from 13 Sep to 12 Oct, but 5
at Qawra on 10 Oct. 1 at Sliema on 2 Nov.

1999: 2 on 5" and 4 on 17 Sep, both at Qawra and 4 at Ghadira on 18 Oct.

Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida

1996: 1 at Salina on 18 Sep.

1997: 1 at Ghadira from 30 May to 1 Jun.

1998: 3 at Ghadira on 2 Apr and 1 at same place on 29 May.

1999: Singles at Ghadira on 23 May and at Manoel Island on 9 Jun.

Biack Tern Chiidonias niger

1996: 18 off Gozo on 17 Aug.

1997: 25 off Qawra on 23" and 2 off Tigne on 28 Aug.
1998: 2 at Qawra on 3 Oct.

1999: 10 at Qawra on 22 Aug.
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White-Winged Black Tern Chlidonias leucopterus
1996: 2 at Ghadira on 25 May.
1998: 1 at Qawra on 3 Oct.

Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvincensis

1996: 5 sightings of 1-3 from 9 Feb to 4 Apr, then another 5 sightings of 1-2 from 27 Sep to 13 Oct, but 6 at Ghadira on
27 Sep.

1997: 2 at Pt. St. Elmo on 4th and 1 at Ghallis on 26 Jan, and singles at Qammieh on 9 Mar and 11 Apr. In summer
singles at Pt. St. Eimo on 5 Jul and 4 Aug , and 3 at Marsascala on 12" and at Delimara on 17 Aug. Then in single
figures on 26 scattered dates in from 25 Sep to 22 Nov, and on 5 dates from 7" to 28 Dec, reaching low double figures
only on 3 dates: 18 at Ghallis on 18" and 12 at Qawra on 19 Oct, and 14 at Ghallis on 7 Dec.

1998: 1 at Ghallis on 2 Jan, then 1-3 on 5 dates from 21-31 Mar, mostly from Qammieh. 1 at M’Scala on 23 Aug, 2 on
24" and 4 on 25 Sep, both at Tigne', then up to 5 on 31 dates from 2 Oct to 14 Dec, but 9 at Qawra on 10 Nov.

1999: Up to 6 on 6 dates from 20 Mar to 7 Apr, but 11 at Qammieh on 31 Mar. Up to 6 on 6 dates at Qawra from 13-29
Oct, but 13 on last date. Then up to 5 on 13 dates from 12 Nov to 31 Dec, mainly at Qawra.

Rock Dove Columba livia
1996: 1 at Qammieh on 2 Mar.
1997: 4 at Qammieh on 28 Mar.

Woodpigeon Columba palumbus
1996: 1 at Buskett on 9 Oct.
1998: 1 at Mdina on 17 Oct.
1999: 1 at Qawra on 19 Nov.

Collared Dove Strepiopelia decaocto
1999: Singles at Salina on 21 Feb (found dead) and at Comino on 23 Apr.

Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur

1996: 1 on 31 Mar, then almost daily from 7 Apr till 2 Jun. 1-10 on most dates, but 14sightings of 14-100 on 9 dates
from 18 Apr to 13 May, with largest influx on 25 Apr. 1-3 on 9 dates from 7 Jun to 7 Jul. Autumn passage from 18 Aug
till 28 Sep, up to 14 on most dates, but 31 on 31 Aug, 50 on 9 Sep and 38 on 11 Sep, all at Buskett.

1997: Daily in single or low double figures from 12 Apr till end of month (hlghest 35+ at Xaghra on 25" and 29 at
Comino on 21%, in low single figures in May (but 10 at Ta’ Gajdoru (Xaghra) on 11"), singles on 10 scattered dates in
June (but 2 at Simar on 8"), and in single figures on 9 scattered dates in Jul (highest 5 at Simar on 8"). Then singles at
Simar on 3™ and at Dwejra (M) on 13 Aug, and almost daily in single or low double figures from 21 Aug to 1 Oct
(highest 27 at Blata I-Bajda and 14 at Buskett on 5" and 13 again at Buskett on 22 Sep), but a heavy passage (2000+)
at Gozo on 5" and a smaller passage (200+) at Lunzjata on 7 Sep. Late bird at Ghadira on 17 Oct.

1998: 1 at B'Kara on 18" and 2 at Mosta on 26 Mar, then almost daily from 10 Apr to 28 Jun in single or double figures,
but 180 at Blata |-Bajda on 23 Apr and an influx on 28 Apr with 555 at Blata L-Bajda, 130 at B'Kara and 100 at Manoei
Island. 1-3 at Buskett on 8 dates in Jul and 1 at Ghadira on 21 Jul. 1 at Chadwick Lakes on 15 Aug, then up to 8 almost
daily from 27 Aug to 30 Sep, but 33 on 28 Aug and 30 on 8 Sep, both at Buskett. Singles at Blata L-Bajda on 15 Oct
and at Ta’Qali on 13 Dec.

1999: Singies at Blata L-Bajda on 22 Mar and at Lunzjata on 2 Apr, then up to 50 aimost daily from 7 Apr to 31 May, but
300+ at Ta' Gajdoru (Xaghra) on 25 Apr. Up to 3 on 12 dates in Jun, 1-2 on 7 dates in Jul, and 1-2 on 5 dates from 1% to
19 Aug. In autumn, almost daily in single or low double figures from 25 Aug to 24 Sep, highest 43 at Buskett and 26 at
Dwejra (M) on 10 Sep, otherwise up to 19. Singles at Buskett on 1* and at Naxxar on 8 Oct and at Dwejra (G) on 13 Nov.

Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis
1997: One at Comino on 5 May.

Common Cuckoo Cuculius canorus

1996: 13 sightings of 1-2 on 13 dates from 5 Apr to 7 May; then singles on return passage: on 3 Aug at Dwejra, and at
Buskett on 24 Aug, S Sep and 5 Oct.

1997: Singles on 9 scattered dates from 8 Apr to 4 May, but 2 on first date at Dwejra (M) with 5 records from Comino. 1
autumn record: at Dwejra (M) on 8 Sep.

1998: 1 at Qammieh on 15 Mar, then singles on 9 dates from 1 Apr to 13 May with 3 sightings from 3 different localities
on 28 Apr. Singles on 3 dates from 11-18 Jul including a fully fledged young found dead in a reservoir at Xaghra (G) on
18 Jul. 2 at Mdina on 5 Sep.

1999: 1-2 on 18 dates from 4 Apr to 26 May, but 4 at Dwejra (M) on 7 Apr. Singles at Buskett on 27 Jun and 9 Sep.

Barn Ow! Tyto alba
1997: 1 at Buskett on 27 Sep.

Eurasian Scops Owl Otus scops

1996: 1-4 at Comino on 7 dates from 17-28 Apr, 10 at Ta’ Pinu on 19 Apr, and 1 at Lunzjata on 6 May. Then, singles at
Simar on 14 Sep and at Lunzjata on 17 Oct.

1997: Singles at Lunzjata on 14" and at Comino on 20" and 21 Apr, and at Girgenti on 11 Nov.
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1998: Singles at Comino on 7 dates from 8" 1o 28 Apr except for 2 on 21 Apr. 1 at Lunzjata on 25 Oct.
1999: 1 at Ghadira on 29 Mar; then singles on 18" and 21 and 2 on 22 Apr all at Comino.

Shori-eared Owl Asio flammeus

1996: 5 sightings of singles from 9" to 14 Mar, then 1 reported from Gozo on 15 Nov.

1997: Singles at Qammieh on 9"‘, 21-23" and 29 Mar, at Comino on 17" and 19 Apr and at Ta’ Cenc on 4 Nov.
1998: Singles at Qammieh on 25 Mar, and at Dwejra (M) and Qawra on 2 Oct.

1999: Singles at Qammieh on 22 Mar and at Qawra on 5" and 23 Nov and 18 Dec.

European Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus

1996: 16 sightings of up to 5 birds on 12 dates from 18 Apr to 11 May, mostly from Comino. Then, 8 sightings of singles
on 7 dates from 11 Sep to 8 Oct.

1997: Singles at B'Kara and at Ta’ Gajdoru (Xaghra) on 11™ at Simar on 15", at Comino on 24 and at San Anton on 25
Apr, and 2 again at Comino on 5 May. Then singles at Buskett on 7" and 27", and at Lunzjata on 26" and 27" all in
Sep. 3 at Dwejra (M) also on 27 Sep, and 1 at Buskett on 18 Oct.

1988: 13 sightings of 1-2 on 9 dates from 21 Apr to 16 May. In autumn, singles at Dwejra (M) on 20 Sep and at Mdina
on 17 Oct.

1999: 2 at Mistra on 3 Apr, then 1-2 at Comino on 7 dates from 18 Apr to 9 May. 1 at Ghadira on 9 Jun. in autumn, 1-2
on 7 dates from 10 Sep to 17 Oct.

Alpine Swift Apus melba

1996: 8 sightings of up to 8 from 8 Mar to 13 Apr. 1 on 31 Aug, then 11 sightings of up to 4 on 8 dates from 15 Sep to 9
Oct, but 7 on 29 Sep and 6 on 6 Oct both at Dwejra (M).

1997: On 12 scattered dates from 15 Mar to 25 May, singtes but 2 at Qammieh on 26" and 4 at Ghadira on 29 Mar,
and 3 at Dwejra (M) on 25 May. 5 summer records: 4 at B'Kara on 13", 1 at Mellieha on 21* and 2 at Rabat on 28 Jun,
and singles at Mellieha on 6" and at Dingli Cliffs on 20 Jul. Then up to 10 on 6 scattered dates (7 localities) from 11
Sep to 18 Oct, highest 10 at Buskett on 1 Oct, and 8 at Dwejra (M) on 21*' and 5 at Buskett on 11 Sep.

1998: 23 sightings of 1-5 on 17 dates from 24 Mar to 10 May, but 40 at Dwejra (M) on 6 Apr. In autumn, 15 sightings of
1-4 on 14 dates from 5 Sep to 15 Oct but 11 on 26" and 12 on 30 Sep, both at Buskett.

1999: 1-3 on 5 dates from 20" to 27 Mar but 6 at Migra L-Ferha on 26 Mar. 4 at Marfa on 11 Apr and 2 singles in Gozo

Dwejra (M) on 23 Oct.

Common Swift Apus apus

1996: 1 at Ghadira on 24 Feb, then on most dates in Mar-Jun and Aug-Sep, with sightings on 8 dates in Jul. Latest
sighting on 15 Oct. Double to low treble figures on many dates, with peak sightings of 300-500 on 4 scattered dates
from 31 Mar to 15 Jun.

1997: First 1 at Kennedy Grove on 15 Mar. Then almost daily from 20 Mar to 28 September in single or double figures,
but reaching low treble figures on 13 dates, max. 300 at Dwejra (M) on 21-22 May, 200+ at Ta’ Gajdoru on 5 Apr, and
at Dwejra on 23 May and 31 Aug, and 150+ at Comino on 9 May. Two late singles at Dwejra (M) on 10" and at Ta’
Gajdoru (Xaghra) on 25 Oct. Pair bred at Marsascala in July.

1998: On most days from 22 Mar to 10 Oct, latest record 2 at Buskett on 17 Oct. Mostly in single to high double figures
but trebie figures on 28 dates, most in Apr, highest 800 at Gozo on 10 Apr, 1500 at Delimara on 12 Apr, and 800 at
Dwejra (M) on 17 Jul, otherwise up to 500.

Ires

but treble figures on 10 dates highest 900+ at Blata L-Bajda on 23 Mar, otherwise up to 200.

Pallid Swift Apus pallidus

1996: Singles at Blata I-Bajda and Mdina on 20 Sep.

1997: Singles at Comino on 23" and at St Eimo on 30 Apr, and at Dwejra (M) on 28 Sep.

1998: Singles at Luga airport on 19" and at Comino on 29 Apr, and at M'Scala on 6 Aug.

1999: Singles at Simar on 11" and at Qammieh on 20 Mar and at Ghadira on 31 Mar and 1 Apr.

Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis

1996: Up to 3, mostly at Ghadira, during Jan-Mar. Then regular again from 18 Jul onwards, mostly at Ghadira and Si-
mar and other coastal areas. 1-3 on most dates, but up to 4 in Aug and Sep.

1997: Singles on most days at Ghadira and/or Simar from 1 Jan to 31 Mar, and at Qammieh on 8 Mar. 1 at Simar on 5
Jul. Then 1-2 on most days from 4 Aug to 16 Nov at Simar and till end of year at Ghadira, but 4 at Simar on 25 Oct and
3 on several dates in Oct at Ghadira. Singles at other sites on 8 scattered dates from 5 Aug to 25 Oct, but 2 at Pt. St.
Elmo on 18 Oct.

1998: 1-2 at Ghadira from Jan to 15 Mar. 1 at Ghadira on 25 Jul, then up to 3 almost daily from 1 Aug till end of year at
Ghadira and Simar. Outside the reserves, 16 sightings of 1-2 from 11 Aug to 16 Nov.

1998: 1 at Ghadira from Jan to 27 Feb but 2 on 4 Jan. 1 at Lunzjata on 31 Mar. Singles on 29 Jui and 7 Aug, then up to
5 almost daily from 11 Aug till end of year, all at Ghadira and Simar except 2 at Qawra on 28 Aug and 1 at Mgarr (G) on
9 Sep.

European Bee-eater Merops apiaster

1996: 11 sightings on 9 dates from 12 Apr to 4 Jun, mostly up to 6 but 20 on 12 Apr at Simar and 22 on 1 May at
Comino. 1 at Buskett on 26 Aug, then 25 sightings on 18 dates from 3 Sep to 16 Oct; in double figures of up to 80 on
many dates, but 150 on 19" and 135 on 20 Sep both at Buskett.
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1997: An early bird on 31 Mar at Qammieh. Then in single or low double figures on 13 dates from 19 Apr to 24 May,
highest 30+ at Ghadira on 18", 25 at Comino on 1%, and 20+ at Ta’ Gajdoru (Xaghra) on 3%, all in May. 5+ at Ghadira
on 4" and 2 at Simar on 6 Jun. Then again in single or low double figures on most days from 3™ to 30 Sep, highest 40+
on 3 and 23 on 11" at Buskett, and 20 at Dwejra (M) on 12" Late bird on 11 Oct at Buskett.

1998: 16 sightings of 1-8 on 13 dates from 11 Apr to 12 May but 26 at Blata L-Bajda on 11 Apr. 2 at Ghadira on 3" and
2 at Ta’ Gajdoru (Xaghra) on 16 Jun. In autumn, 8 at Xemxija on 15 Aug, then 23 sightings of up to 36 on 18 dates from
1*" to 30 Sep, but 52 at Buskett on 1 Sep.

1999: Up to 5 on 11 dates in spring from 16 Apr to 16 May and 1-2 oni-2 Jun. In autumn, 49 on 28" and 1 on 29 Aug at
Buskett, then in single or low double figures almost daily from 3" to 25 Sep, highest 66 at Buskett on 9 Sep, otherwise up to 50.

European Roller Coracias garrulus

1996: 5 sightings of 1-5 on 3 dates from 10" to 20 Sep.

1997: Singles at Dwejra (M) on 10 May and at Buskett on 11 Sep.

1998: Singles at Comino on 24 Apr and at Xaghra on 23 May.

1999: 1 at Comino on 4 May, and 2 on 9" and 1 on 14 Sep both at Buskett

Hoopoe Upupa epops

1996: Regular sightings from 28 Feb to 23 May, mostly from mid-Mar to mid-Apr. Up to 6 on most dates, but 11 at
Comino on 12 Apr and 15 at Comino and 20 at Manoel Island on 20 Apr. In Autumn, 23 sightings from 8 Aug to 30
Sep, mostly 1-2 but 6 at Dwejra (M) on 19 Aug.

1997: First 1 at Ghadira on 11 Mar, then aimost daily in single figures from 19 Mar to 23 Apr, highest 6+ at Comino on
29 Mar, 5+ at Ghadira on 23 Apr and 4 at Comino on 30 Mar and at Dwejra (M) on 5 Apr. Latest spring single birds at
San Gwann on 30 Apr, on Filfia on 1% and at Comino on 3™ and 4 May. Then early autumn single birds at Dwejra (M)
on 13" and at Mellieha on 19 Aug, followed by 1-2 on 8 dates, mostly at Buskett, from 25 Aug to 8 Sep, with a late
single at Mellieha on 27 Sep.

1998: On most dates from 13 Mar to 28 Apr, mostly 1-6 but 100+ at Gozo on 26™ and 10 at Ghadira on 28 Mar. 1 at
Manoel Island on 1 May. In autumn, 7 sightings of singles from 16 Aug to 12 Sep. 1 at Qawra on 6 Oct.

1999: 1 on 10 Mar, then up to 3 almost daily from 17 Mar to 15 Apr, but 31 at Qammieh on 7 Apr. Singles on 3 dates
from 21 Apr to 4 May. In autumn, 1 on 30 Jul, then singles on 6 dates from 19 Aug to 4 Sep. Singles at Lunzjata on 20"
and at Bahar Ic-Caghaqg on 29 Sep.

Wryneck Jynx torquilla

1996: Singles on 7th and 16 Jan and on 25 Feb. Then 24 sightings on 15 dates from 16 Mar to 10 May, mostly 1-2 but
4-5 at Comino on 18-19 Apr . On most dates from 6 Sep till end of year, up to 3 on most dates, but 4-5 on Comino on
11-12 Oct.

1997: Single birds recorded on several dates in Jan-Mar (mainly at Ghadira, Simar and Ta’ Gajdoru) and almost daily
from 11" to 24 April, but 2 at Comino on 12" and at Ghadira on 15". 1 at Dwejra (M) on 4 May. Then 1-2 almost daily
from 1 Sep till end of year, but 3 at Ghadira on 8 scattered dates from 27 Sep to 27 Oct, and 4 there on 16 Oct.

1998: 1-3 on most dates from Jan to 28 Apr but 5 at Comino on 15" and and 21 Apr. 1 at Comino on 13 May. Then 1-3 on
most dates from 31 Aug to 15 Nov, but 4 at Ghadira on 16-17 Oct. Singles on most dates from 18 Nov till end of year.
1999: Singles on most days from Jan to 9 May but 2 at Rabat on 14 Mar and 2 at Ghadira and Comino on 20 Apr.
Singles at Buskett on 4 dates from 28 Aug to 3 Sep, then up to 4 on most days from 11 Sep to 4 Nov, but 6 at Lunzjata
on 17 Sep. 1-2 on most days from 5 Nov to end of year but 4 at Lunzjata Valley on 4 Dec.

Calandra Lark Melanocorypha calandra
1996: Singles at Pt. St. Eimo on 27" and at Ghadira on 28 Oct,
1998: 1 at Qawra on 28 Oct.

Short-toed Lark Calandrelia brachydactyla

1996: Present from 3 Mar to 29 Sep. Mostly in single figures but up to 30 at usual breeding sites. Highest figures of 40
at Ghadira on 6 Sep and 55 at Dwejra (M) on 17 Sep.

1997: First arrivals: 5 at Qammieh on 16 Mar. Then on most days in various localities from 19 Mar until 13 Apr, daily
from 15 Apr until early September, and almost daily until 17 Sep. Usually in single or low double figures of up to 30, but
50 on 8", 70+ (flock) on 9" and 40 on 11 Sep recorded at Dwejra (M). Max for Gozo 25+ at ta’ Cenc on 5 Jul. Max for
Comino 30+ on 12 Apr.

1998: First on 7 Mar, then up to 30 on most dates from 15 Mar to 29 Jun, but 150 at Gozo on 15 Apr, 50 at Ramla
Valley on 3 Jun, and 40 at Xaghra on 11 Jun. 1 on 5" and 3 on 9 Jul, then up to 18 on a few dates from 9 Aug to 29 Sep,
but 40 on 15" and 30 on 16 Aug, both at Dwejra (M). Last records: 6 at Sarraflu on 22" and 1 at Lunzjata on 25 Oct.
1899: Singles on 10" and 13 Mar, then up to 80 almost daily from 18 Mar to 7 Jun, but 100+ at Sarraflu on 30 May. 2+
at Ghajn Rihana on 23 Jun, and 5 on 22nd and 10 on 27 Jul, both at Dwejra (M). Up to 40 on most days from 14 Aug to
27 Sep, but 50+ at Dwejra (M) on 16 Sep.

Wood Lark Lullula arborea
1998: 1 at Qawra on 24 Oct.

Sky Lark Alauda arvensis

1996: Regular sightings from beginning of Jan till 24 Mar, mostly in single to low double figures, but passages of 70-80
on 9-11 Mar. Singles on 13 Apr and on 1 May. Then again from 28 Sep till end of year, double to low treble figures
regularly during Oct, with 1009 at Ghallis on 20 Oct, then in single to low doubie figures on most dates in Nov and Dec.
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1997: On most days, usually in single figures from 1 Jan till 30 Mar, mainly from Ghadira, Simar and Dwejra (M), but
250+ at Qammieh on 15 Mar, otherwise highest 24 I/o Siggiewi on 16 Feb, 20+ at Ghadira on 25™ and 10+ at Ta’ Cenc
on 30 Mar. Two late records at Comino: 1 on 12" and 4 on 18 Apr. In autumn first 1 at Simar on 7 Sep. Then almost
daily from 3 Oct till end of year, in single or double figures, reaching treble figures on 4 dates: 100 on 17" and 225 on
26 Oct, and 137+ on 2 Nov, all at Qawra, and 300+ at Ghadira on 4 Nov.

1998: Up to 6 on most days from Jan to 12 Mar, then up to 15 almost daily from 18 Mar to 5 Apr, but 28 on 19" at
Qammieh and 20 at Dwejra (M) on 24 Mar. Autumn passage daily from 13 Oct to 12 Nov in single or double figures but
107 on 24" and 2010 on 28 Oct, and 156 on 7 Nov, all at Qawra; and 102 at Bahar Ic-Cahag on 9 Nov. In single figures
from 14 Nov till end of year except for 30 on 16" and 15 on 18 Nov, both at Luga airport.

1999: Up to 6 on 8 dates from 1 Jan to 15 Feb and on most days from 26 Feb to 7 Apr. In single or double figures of up
to 43 aimost daily from 9 Oct to end of year, but 200 on 28 Oct and 431 on 29 Oct, both at Qawra.

Sand Martin Riparia riparia

1996: Up to 50 on most dates from 1 Mar to 23 Jun, but 100-200 in Gozo on 4 dates from 25 Apr till 11 May. Retumn
passage from 13 Aug till 29 Oct; single to low double figures of up to 30 in Sep, then regularly in double figures in Oct
with ca. 100 at Simar on 15 Oct.

1997: Almost daily in single, double or trebie figures from 19 Mar to 7 Jun, reaching quadruple figures on 11 dates,
always at Simar: 1,500+ on 17" and 25 Apr and on 16 May, and 1000+ on 11-12", 22" and 26 Apr and on 14-15",
and 17-18 May. Late bird on 14 Jun at Simar and then singles at Ghadira on 7-8" and at Simar on 8 Jul. In autumn
almost daily in single or double figures from 13 Aug to 24 May reaching treble figures on 6 dates, again all at Simar:
500+ on 6™ and 200+ on 8 Oct, and 100+ on 26-28 Sep and on 5 Oct.

1998: Singles at Ghadira on 10-11 Feb and on 10 Mar; 8 on 14" and 20 on 16 Mar, both at Lunzjata, then on most
dates from 24 Mar to 31 May, mostly in single or double figures but 19 sightings of treble figures in late Apr to early
May, highest 800 at Simar on 10-11 May. Up to 3 on 8 dates in Jun till 21%. In autumn, 1 at Ghajn Zejtuna on 1 Aug and
1-2 on 13 dates from 28 Aug to 20 Sep, then on most days from 21 Sep to 16 Oct in single or low double figures of up
to 50 except for 80 at Simar on 4 Oct. 1-2 on 3 dates from 18" to 24 Oct.

1999: in spring, in single or double figures of up to 70 on most days from 6 Mar to 31 May but 200+ at Simar on 29-30
Apr, 100+ at Ta’ Gajdoru on 1 May and 150+ at Lunzjata Valley on 21 May. 2 at Ghadira on 6 Jun. In autumn, singles
on 20" and 27 Aug, then up to 30 on most days from 3 Sep to 26 Oct but 50+ at Buskett on 22 Sep.

Barn Swaliow Hirundo rustica

1996: Almost daily from 19 Feb to 7 Jun, in single, double or low treble figures and mostly from mid-Mar to end of Apr,
with highest figure of 500 in Gozo on 29-30 Apr. 1-2 on 4 dates from 16 Jun to 18 Jul. Return passage between 19 Aug
and 9 Nov. Mostly in double to treble figures of up to 500, but 800-2000 regularly on 2™ to 17 Oct, mainly at roosting
sites at Buskett, Rabat (M), Simar and Lunzjata.

1997: early bird at Ta’ Qali on 16 Feb. Then almost daily up to treble figures from 12 Mar to 24 May, and in single
figures till 8 Jun, reaching 1000 on two dates: at Simar on 14" and at Burmarrad on 30"™; otherwise highest 800+ at
Ghadira on 21% and at Simar on 25", and 500+ on 6 scattered dates from 14" to 26" at Lunzjata and Simar, all dates
in April. Summer records up to 3 on 10 scattered dates from 12 Jun to 17 Jul, most records from Simar. Then in autumn
first records, 1 at Buskett on 23", and 3 at Simar on 26" and at Ghadira on 26 Aug. Then daily at various sites in
single, double or treble figures from 30 Aug to 5 Nov, but reaching quadruple figures on 8 dates, highest 1500+ on 6",
2000-3000 on 8", 2000+ on 9™, and 1500+ on 18" all in October at Simar. Then up to 3 on most days till end of year,
mainly at Ghadira and/or at Simar.
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1998: 1 at Simar from Jan to 3 Mar. 1 at Ta'Qali on 22 Feb, 2 at Simar on 7 Mar then on most days from 11 Mar to 26

May (daily from 19 Mar to 19 May). Highest numbers from 9 Apr to 8 May, with several sightings of treble figures, max.
800 at Marsalforn on 11 Apr. 1-6 on most days from 29 May to 28 Jun, and 1-2 on 6 dates in Jul from 12" 26", In
autumn, daily from 29 Aug to 31 Oct in double or treble figures on most days but 1000 at Buskett on 27 Sep, and 1000
on 6" and 1500 on 19 Oct both at Lunzjata. in single figures on most days in Nov till 14" except for 30 at Buskett on 5"
1999: 1 on 16 Feb, then up to 200 almost daily from 23 Feb to 20 Jun, but 400+ at Lunzjata Valley on 19", 400+ at
Salina on 25" and 700+ at Simar on 29-30" all Apr. 1 at Buskett on 13 Jul. In autumn, 1 on 23 Aug then almost daily in
double or treble figures of up to 500 from 26 Aug to 30 Oct, but 800+ at Buskett on 30 Sep and at Simar on @ Oct. 1-3
on 8 dates from 1% to 21 Nov but 6 at Simar on 5".

(Note:A hybrid between a Swallow and a House Martin was ringed at Lunzjata on 23 Apr 1997).

House Martin Delichon urbicum

1996: Singles at Simar on 13 Jan and on 9 Feb, then almost daily from 12 Feb till 1 Jun, in single to low treble figures
of up to 200, with highest figures mostly during Mar. 2 at Simar on 9 Jul, then regularly again from 8 Sep till 23 Oct,
mostly in single to double figures of up to 75, but 300 at Buskett on 6 Oct. Latest sightings of singles at Simar on 17
Nov and at Ghadira on 15 Dec.

1897: Early single on 12" and 2 on 19 Jan at Ghadira. Then almost daily in various localities in single or double figures,
from 6 Feb to 6 June, reaching treble figures on 18 scattered dates from 28 Mar to 23 May (highest 600 + at Blata
[-Bajda on 28 Apr, and 300+ at Simar on 12 Apr and at Dwejra on 10 May), but 1000+ at Lunzjata on 3 May. Then in
low single figures, on 5 scattered dates, from 14 Jun to 13 Jul, highest 4 at Ta’ Gajdoru (Xaghra) on last date. In au-
tumn almost daily at various localities from 1 Sep to 12 Oct in single or double figures, reaching 100 on 28" and 30 Sep
at Dwejra. Then latest records: a total of 120+ from Dingli, Buskett and Ghadira on 18" 10+ at Qammieh on 19 Oct,
and up to 3 on 5 dates from 1% to 13 Nov, but 9 at Buskett on 1%

1998: Up to 5 on 5 dates in Feb from 1-18 Feb, 1 on 3 Mar, then single or double figures on most days from 10 Mar to
16 Jun with some treble figures from 10 Apr to 8 May, max 350 at Comino and 350 at Wardija on 25 Apr. 1 at Ghadira
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on 6 Jul. In autumn, 6 on 5™ and 5 on 7 Sep, then in single or double figures on most days from 19 Sep to 29 Oct with
some treble figures at Buskett on a few dates, highest 300 on 8 Oct. 1 at Blata L-Bajda on 6 Nov.

1999: Singles at Simar on 2-4 Feb then almost daily from 16 Feb to 30 May in double or treble figures of up to 200 but
300+ at Simar on 29-30 Apr and at Lunzjata Valley on 21 May. 10 on 6" and 2 on 12 Jun, both at Ghadira. In autumn,
up to 200 almost daily, from 3 Sep to 30 Oct but 400+ at Buskett on 30 Sep.

Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica

1996: 12 sightings on 9 dates from 1 Mar to 11 May, all 1-2 but 4 at Kapuccini Valley, Gozo on 11 May. Singles at
Salina on 19 Sep and at Lunzjata on 8 Oct.

1997: 1-2 on 12 scattered dates from 23 Mar to 3 May, but 3 on 22" and 5+ on 23 Apr at Lunzjata. Single late birds on
18" and 22 May at Simar. Then singles at Buskett on 7", and 14-16 Sep, 2 at Pt. St. Eimo on 11 Sep, and 3 at Simar
on 23-24 Oct.

1998: 13 sightings of 1-3 on 9 dates from 24 Mar to 7 May.

1999: 1-3 almost daily from 17" to 30 Mar and on 16-18 Apr, but 8+ on 21 Mar and 5 on 17 Apr, both at Simar. Singies on 1
and 3 May. 1 at Rabat on 6 Jul. In autumn, singles at Bahrija on 22™ and at Ta’ Qali on 25 Sep, and at Qawra on 15 Nov.

Richard's Pipit Anthus novaeseelandiae
1996: 2 at Ghadira on 16 Oct.
1998: 2 at Luga Airport on 20 Oct.

Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris

1996: On 18 dates from 3 Mar to 11 May, mostly from 18" to 28 Apr, up to 8 on any single sighting but 20 at Comino on
19 Apr. 1 on 21 Aug, then 1-3 on 10 dates from 8" to 29 Sep, but 22 at Dwejra (M) on 29 Sep.

1997: In single figures on most days from 27 Mar to 12 May, highest 5 at Zurrieq on 6" and at Cumnija on 19" and at
Munxar (G) on 20", and 4 at Comino on 17" all in Apr. In autumn 1-2 on most days from 1 Sep to 12 Oct, but 6 at
Buskett on 22 Sep.

1998: 1-2 on 5 dates from 12 Mar to 1 Apr, then up to 6 on most days from 8 Apr to 2 May, but 18 at Comino on 25 Apr.
Singles on 3 dates from 12" to 19 May. In autumn, singles on 9" and 27 Aug, then 1-2 on most days from 4 Sep to 2
Oct, but 3 at Qammieh on 1 Oct.

1999: 1-3 on 5 dates from 14 Mar to 11 Apr, then up to 5 on 12 dates from 15 Apr to 14 May but 10 at Cominoc on 24
Apr. In autumn, up to 3 on 12 dates from 3 to 25 Sep.

Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis

1996: Aimost daily from 8 Mar to 13 May, mostly in single to low double figures of up to 50 but 160 at Qammieh on 6
Apr. On most dates from 31 Aug to 23 Oct, mostly up to 10 but 17 on 18 Sep and 20-50 on 5 dates from 4th to 20 Oct.
1997: First 1 at Qammieh on 16 Mar, then almost daily in single or double figures from 23 Mar to 7 May, but reaching
treble figures on 4 dates: 100 at Mellieha on 10“‘, 500+ at Ghadira and 200 at Mellieha on 11", ca 200 at Comino,
100+at Simar, 100+ at Mellieha and 200+ at Ta’ Gajdoru (Xaghra) on 12", and 300+ at Munxar (G) on 20", all in April.
Then almost daily in single figures or very low double figures from 31 Aug to 19 October, but highest 20+ at Ghadira
and 30+ at Dwejra (M) on 27 Sep. Late bird at Ghadira on 29 Oct and a winter record at Rabat on 10 Dec.

1998: 1 at Qammieh on 8 Mar, then on most days from 14 Mar to 15 May (daily from 31 Mar to 1 May), mostly in single
or double figures but 120 at Ta’ Gajdoru (Xaghra) on 11 Apr, 115 at Gozo on 15 Apr, and influx on 28 Apr with 1000 at
Blata |.-Bajda, 180 at B'’Kara and 150 at Ghadira. 1 at Ghadira on 9 Jun. In autumn on most days from 3 Sep to 25 Oct
in singie or iow doubie figures, max. 15 at Lunzjata on 12 Oct. 1 at Lunzjata on 1 Nov.

1999: 1 on 10 Mar, then almost daily in single or low double figures from 12 Mar to 17 May highest 50+ at Comino on
23 Apr. Singles on 30 May and 13 Jun. In autumn, 1 on 4 Sep then up to 5 on most days from 9 Sep to 18 Oct. 1 at
Simar on 16 Nov.

Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis

19296: Low double figures of up to 40 From Jan till 7 Apr, but 80 on 20-21 Mar at Dwejra (M). Then from 27 Se
onwards till end of year, with high double figures during Oct and Nov, highest 100 on 21 Oct at Ghadira.

1997: Daily in single to medium double figures at various localities from 1 Jan till @ Apr. Highest numbers 40+ at
Ghadira on 18 Jan and 21 Feb, and at Qammieh on 1 Feb, and 35+ at Ghadira on 7 dates: 12 Jan, and 4-7", 18" and
22 Feb. Late singles at Wied Qannota and at Comino on 20 Apr, and at Simar on 3-4" and 11 May and 14 Jun. Then
daily from 16 October tilf end of year in single or up to high double figures at various localities, but 200+ at Ghadira and
100+ at Qawra on 17 Nov, otherwise max of 86 at Blata |I-Bajda on 26 Oct, and 80+ at Rabat and at Ghadira on on gh
and 26 Nov respeciively.

1998: in single or low double figures in Jan-Feb, max 50 at Qammieh on 24 Feb. In Mar, return passage marked by
increase in sightings with numbers generally low, highest 80 at Qammieh on 15 Mar. 1-4 on most days in Apr till 144
but 50 at Dwejra (M) on 1%. Then in single or double figures from 15 Oct till end of year but 100 at Lunzjata on 3 Oct,
100 at Ghadira on 9-10 Nov, and 150 at Buskett and 100 at Migra L-Ferha on 14 Nov.

1999: In single or low double figures from Jan to 16 Apr, highest 50+ at Ghadira on 4 dates from 5" to 11 Mar. 1 at
Comino on 21 Apr. 1 on 11 Oct, then daily from 22 Oct to end of year, in single or double figures but 165 at Qawra
on 28 Oct.

Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus
1996: 10 sightings on 8 dates from 18 Mar to 5 May, all 1-3 but 8 at L-Ahrax on 18 Mar. In autumn 1-2 on 5 dates from
25 Sep to 3 Nov.
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1997: One at Ghadira on 9" and 4 at Qammieh on 31 Mar; then on 11 dates from 10" to 28 Apr, highest 10+ on 12"
and 5+ on 13" at Simar and another 5+ at Munxar (G) on 20", otherwise 1-2. Four autumn records: Singles at Ghadira
on 28 Sep and at Simar on 4 Oct and 3 at Qawra on 8" and 1 at Luga on 21 Nov.

1998: 4 at Marsa on 2 Jan. Then 7 sightings of 1-3 on 5 dates from 4" to 28 Apr. 1 at Ghadira on 25 Sep.

1999: 1-2 on 9 dates from 15 Apr to 6 May but 4+ at Comino on last date. Singles on 24" and 29 Oct.

Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta

1996: Singles at Ta’ Qali on 18 Feb and at Ghadira on 3 dates from 29 Oct to 3 Nov.
1997: 1 at Rabat on 27 Oct.

1998: 1 at Anchor Bay on 8 Feb.

1999: Singles at Ghadira on 15 Mar and from 31 Oct to 6 Nov. 1 at Ta’ Qali on 31 Oct.

Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava

1996: In single to low double figures from 7 Mar to 1 Jun, but 200 at Manoel Island on 18 Apr, and 100 on 28 Apr and
300 on 6 May both at Luga Airport. Regular from 2 Aug till 31 Oct, in double to moderately high treble figures on most
dates but 1000-1500 at Simar on 18-21 Sep. Singles at Ghallis on 3 Nov and daily at Simar in Nov-Dec.

1997: 1 almost daily at Simar from 1 Jan to 4 Mar, then in single or double figures on most days in various places from
14 Mar to 31 May, highest double figures 80+ on 26 Apr and 3 May, and 60+ on 8 Apr at Simar, but reaching treble
figures also at Simar with 400+ on 11" and 300+ on 22 Apr, and 100+ on 6 other dates from 13" t0 25 Apr. In summer,
single at Ghadira on 4 Jul. Then in single, double or treble figures on most days from 9 Aug till 2 Nov, highest numbers
all in September: 650+ at Buskett on 22™ 500+ at Simar on 6™ and 18", and at Lunzjata on 27", 450+ on 21 and
400+ on 14" and 23" at Simar, and 300+ on 3", 7", 8" and 13th at Simar and on 19" at Buskett. Then single on 9
Nov, and 1-2 on 9 dates from 6" till 30 Dec all at Simar.

1998: 1-2 at Simar on most days in Jan till 15 Feb. 2 on 1% and 15 Mar, then almost daily from 19 Mar to 7 Jun, mostly
in single or double figures, but influx on 28 Apr with 600 at Blata L-Bajda, 150 at Comino and 250 at Ghadira; and on 6
May with 150 at Simar. Singles at Chadwick Lakes on 21% and at Ghadira on 25 Jun. Singles at Salina on 5 dates from
12 Jul to 4 Aug. In autumn, singles at Ghadira on 12" and 19 Aug, then on most days from 22 Aug to 27 Oct in single or
double figures but 8 sightings in low treble figures, max. 200 at Simar on 26 Sep. Singles on 3 dates from 4™ to 9 Nov.
1999: In spring, up to 80 almost daily from 5 Mar to 4 Jun. In autumn, singles on 4 dates at Ghadira from 1% to 17 Aug
then up to 150 almost daily from 20 Aug to 30 Oct but 200-250 on 5 dates at Simar from 11" to 22 Sep and 200+ at
Lunzjata Valley on 8-9 Oct.

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea

1996: 1-3 on Jan and until 8 Mar. 1 on 8 Sep, then regular from 17 Sep onwards, in low single figures with up to 10 on
most dates, but 15 on 3 Nov and 20 on 22 Nov, both at Lunzjata.

1997: Daily in low single figures in several localities, but mainiy at Ghadira, from January till 5 Mar (highest 4+ at
Chadwick Lakes on 13 Feb), and singles on 10" and 17 March and a late bird on 20 May, all at Ghadira. In autumn first
single at Blata I-Bajda on 13 Sep, and 1-2 on 5 dates from 18" to 29 Sep, then daily in single figures from 3 Oct till end
of year, highest 8 on 27 Oct and 9+ on 9 Nov at Blata I-Bajda (at roosting time), 6 at Pt. St Eimo on 25 Oct and at Blata
I-Bajda on 6 Nov, and 5 + on 5 dates in Oct, mainly at Ghadira, and on 26 Dec at Lunzjata.

1998: 1-3 almost daily from Jan to 16 Mar. In autumn, singles on 4 dates from 5" to 17 Sep, then up to 6 almost daily
from 20 Sep till end of year but 7 sightings of 7-10 from 5" to 18 Oct and 7 at Blata L-Bajda on 5 Nov.

1999: 1-2 almost daily from Jan to 13 Mar but 4 at Valletta on 5 Jan and 3 at Lunzjata Valley on 6 Mar. 1 at Blata
L-Bajda on 29 Mar. Singles on 3 dates from 16" to 28 Sep then up to 5 almost daily from 3 Oct to end of year but 7 at
Blata L-Bajda on 8" and 18 Qct.

White Wagtail Motacilla alba

1996: Wintering with up to 50 on any single sighting until 25 Mar. 1 at Marsalforn on 6 Apr; then 2 at Ghadira from 4" to
10 May and 1 remaining there till 20 Sep. Regular from 1 Oct onwards, in single to low double figures on most dates but
167 on 2 Nov and 127 on 6 Nov at Biata i-Bajda (heading towards roost), and 150-200 roosting at Lunzjata on 5 dates
from 21 Nov to 3 Dec.

1997: Daily in singie or very low double figures in various places from Jan till 2 Apr, highest 25+ at Blata |-Bajda on 10
Jan, and 15+ at Ghadira on 27 Feb and 9-11Mar. Then 2 on 5" and 9 Apr at Ghadira and a late bird at Munxar (G) on
20 Apr. One summer record: singie at Simar on 7 Jun. in autumn earliest bird on 19 Sep at Dwejra (M), then singles at
Buskett on 1% and at Mellieha on 4 Oct, and daily in single or double figures from 9 Oct till end of year, reaching treble
figures (at roosting time) on several dates, highest 700+ at Valletta on 2 Nov, 450+ at Blata |-Bajda on 27 Oct, and 300+
again at Blata I-Bajda on 6" and at Valleta on 13 Nov.

1998: in single or low double figures daily from Jan to 1 Apr, but 200 on 22 Jan and 100 on 11 Feb, both at Valletta
roost, 800 at Victoria on 14 Feb, and 100 at Lunzjata on 11 Mar. Singles on 4 dates from 3 to 21 Apr and singles at
Ghadira on 3" and 22 Jun. In autumn, singles on 6 dates from 28 Sep to 11 Oct but 10 at Blata L-Bajda on 6 Oct. Then
daily from 13 Oct till end of year, mostly in single or double figures but 13 sightings of treble figures, max. 258 at Blata
L-Bajda on 27 Nov.

1999: in single or double figures daily from Jan to 29 Mar but 150+ on 5 Jan and 2247 on 16 Jan at Valletta roost.
Singles on 4-5 Apr and 1-4 May at Ghadira. Singles on 23 Sep, and 4" and 7 Oct, then daily from 9 Oct to end of year,
mostly in single or double figures but 200+ at Valletta roost on 16 Nov and 20 Dec.

Wren Troglodytes troglodytes
1997: Singles at Fiddien on 10 Jan, and at Ghadira on 14 Dec.
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Dunnock Prunella modulatis

1996: In single figures of up to 10 until 21 Mar, but 30 at Buskett on 3 Jan and 20 at Ghadira on 7 Mar. Regular again
from 16 Oct onwards, up to 10 on most dates but 15-30 at Ghadira on 9 dates from 23 Oct to 4 Nov, and 15 at Buskett
on 30 Dec.

1997: Daily in single figures from 1 Jan to 10 Mar and singles on 4 dates from 15 to 26 March, but 30+ on 22 Feb and
10+ on 5 dates: 6-7 Jan and 21% and 24-25 Feb, all at Ghadira. Then again daily in single or low double figures from
16 Oct till end of year, max 40+ at Buskett on 13 Dec, 20+ at Ghadira on 6™ and 20 Nov, and 15+ again at Ghadira on
25" and 27-28 Oct and on 5 dates from 4" to 21 Nov.

1998: Up io 5 almost daily in Jan to 28 Mar but 10 at Ghadira on 16 Jan. Then up to 10 almost daily from 17 Oct till end of year.
1999: Up to 5 recorded on most days from Jan to 22 Mar but 10+ at Ghadira on 5" and 16 Feb. In single or low double
figures almost daily from 28 Oct to end of year, highest 50+ at Ghadira on 29 Oct and 40+ at Lunzjata Vailey on 30 Oct,
otherwise up to 35.

Alpine Accentor Prunella collaris
1999: 1 at Ta’ Cenc on 2 Nov.

Rufous Bush Robin Cercotrichas galactotes
1998: Singles at Comino on 3™, 5™ and 7 May.

Robin Erithacus rubecula

1996: Present during all months of the year, with largest numbers during Jan-Mar and Oct-Dec. 75 at Buskett on 3 Jan,
otherwise in single to low double figures of up to 50 in Jan-Mar; up to 6 in Apr-Sep, then peaks of 100 at Buskett and
Ghadira on 24-25 Oct, otherwise in single to high double figures.

1997: Daily and widespread in single or medium double figures from 1 Jan to 22 February (highest 50+ at Qammieh on
18 Jan and 1 Feb, 35+ at Buskett also on 1 Feb, and 30+ on several dates at Ghadira), but 200+ at Buskett on 2 Jan.
Then in low double figures till 3 Apr and in single figures till 3May, and 1-2 mainly at Ghadira on 10 scattered dates
from 7" to 28 May. In June 4+ on 7", 2 on 15™ and 1 on 24™ at Buskett and 2 at Villa Rundle (Victoria) on 19". Then in
July 1 at Victoria and 2 at Buskett on 13"‘, 2 adults and a juvenile at Villa Rundle on 14" 2 again at Villa Rundle on 19"
and 1 at Beltissebh on 21%. in August 1-2 on 8 scattered dates from 2™ to 27", mainly at Buskett. Then aimost daily in
single figures in September, but 10+ at Buskett on 27", and daily till end of year in single, double or low treble figures,
max. 150 on 27 Oct, and 120+ on 4% and 6 Nov ali at Ghadira

1998: Daily in single to low double figures from Jan to 6 Apr, max 80 at Buskett on 2 Jan. Singles aimost daily from 10"
to 28 Apr. Up to 5 on most days from 5 May to 23 Sep but 7 at Chadwick Lakes on 12 Jul and 8 at Wied li-Lug on 16
Aug. Then daily in single or double figures from 25 Sep till end of year but 100 on 17-18 Oct and 200 on 28 Nov, both at
Buskett.

1999: Daily in single to low double figures from Jan to 10 Apr, max 70+ at Buskett on 14 Feb. 1-2 on 17 dates from 12
Apr to 17 May. Up to 4 on a few dates from 13 Jun to 2 Aug and almost daily from 23 Aug to 30 Sep. Daily from 1 Oct
to end of year in single or double figures but 150+ at Ghadira on 29-30 Oct and 500+ at Buskett on 30 Oct.

Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos

1996: Up to 8 from 18 Mar to 16 May, but 15 at Comino on 3 dates from 14" to 19 Apr and 20 at Manoel Island on 18
Apr. In autumn, 1-5 on most dates from 28 Aug to 15 Oct, but 10 at Ghadira on 10 Sep.

1997: On most days in single figures from 26 Mar to 7 May, but 12+ at Comino on 12" and 10+ at Ghadira on 11" and
at Ghajn Tuffieha on 13" all in April. Late bird at Buskett on 17 May. Then again in single figures aimost daily from 28
Aug to 9 Oct, max 5 at Dwejra (M) on 8" and 5+ at Ghadira on 6 scattered dates, all in September. Late bird at Buskett
on 18 Oct.

1998: 1 on 10 Mar and singles on 6 dates from 19" to 29 Mar, but 4 at Qammieh on 25 Mar. Then daily in single or low
double figures from 3 Apr to 6 May, max 20 at Comino on 21 Apr. 1-2 on most days from 9" to 16 May. In autumn, 2 on
5 Sep, then singles on 17 dates from 10 Sep to 20 Oct, most at Dwejra (M).

1999: In spring, almost daily in single figures from 14 Mar to 14 May but 10+ at Comino on 24-25 Apr and on 3 May. in
autumn, 1-2 on most days irom 21 Aug to 7 Oct.

Bluethroat Luscinia svecica

1996: 1 at Lunzjata on 19 Mar, then 10 sightings from 29 Sep to 3 Nov, all in singles but 2 at Lunzjata on 11-12 Oct.
1967: Singies at Ghadira on 6 Jan and 17-18 Feb, and at Simar on 8 Sep and on 8" and 17 Oct.

1998: Singles at Ghadira on 22" and 28 Sep, at Simar on 16" and at Rabat on 18 Oct, at Ghadira on 17 Nov and at
Simar on 30 Dec.

1999: Singles at Lunzjata Valley on 23 Jan, at Simar on 26 Feb and 2 Mar, at Ghadira and Simar on 2 Apr, at Simar on
20-21 Sep and at Lunzjata Valley on 17 Oct.

Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros

1996: Up to 15 almost daily from Jan till 30 Mar; then up to 8 from 27 Oct till end of year.

1997: In single figures at various localities in January till 24 Mar, max 6 at Pt. St. Elmo on 5 Jan, and 5 at Ghadira on 15
Feb and at Marsalforn on 4 Mar. Late birds: 1 at Fomm ir-Rih on 1% and 2 at Comino on 12 Apr. In autumn first single
at St. ElImo on 12 Oct, then daily from 17 Oct till end of year, highest 10+ at Qawra on 2-3% and 26 Nov.

1998: Wintering in single figures of up to 8 from Jan to 1 Apr, but 15 at Wied Babu on 19 Feb. 2 at Lunzjata on 14 Oct,
then in single figures daily from 23 Oct till end of year but 10 at Manoel Island on 4" and 14 Dec.

1999: Wintering in low single figures of up to 5 from Jan to 29 Mar. 1 on 27 Oct then daily from 29 Oct to end of year in
single figures, but 10+ at Buskett on 30 Oct and at Ta’ Cenc on 2™ and 14 Nov and 13 Dec.
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Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus

1996: 1-8 regularly from 7 Apr till 25 May; then 1-2 from 25 Aug till 9 Nov.

1997: Almost daily in single figures at various localities from 23 Mar to 11 May, but ca. 15 at Buskett and 10+ on
Comino on 21 Apr, and again ca. 10 at Comino on 29 Apr and on 4 May. In autumn first single at Buskett on 1 Sep,
then up to 3 on most days from 13 Sep to 27 October, with a late bird at Ta’ Gajdoru (Xaghra) on 8 Nov.

1998: Singles at Ghadira on 24" and 28 Mar, then almost daily from 8 Apr to 15 May, mostly up to 8 but 10 at Comino
on 1% and 5 May. 1 at Buskett on 30 May. In autumn, 1-4 on most dates from 20 Sep to 28 Oct.

1999: Singles on 12 Mar and on 7 dates from 21 Mar to 10 Apr, then up to 6 daily from 15 Apr to 9 May but 8+ at
Comino on 6 May. Singles on 3 dates from 16™ to 19 May. In autumn, 1 on 27 Aug, then 1-2 on 17 dates from 10 Sep
to 22 Oct, but 8+ at Buskett on 28 Sep.

Whinchat Saxicola rubetra

1996: Regular in spring from 10 Mar to 25 May, mostly between 12 Apr and 11 May, in single to low double figures of
up to 30, but 100 at Luga Airport on 18 Apr. In autumn, 11 sightings of 1-2 on 9 dates from 25 Sep to 16 Oct.

1997: First 2 at Ta' Cenc on 30 Mar, then daily in single or double figures from 10 Apr to 11 May, max 70+ at Comino
on 12" 50+ on 11" and 40+ on 12" at is-Simar, all in April. In autumn singles on 7 scattered dates from 8" to 26 Sep,
mainly at Ghadira and Simar, but 2 at Wied Speranza on 8". Late single at Chadwick Lakes on 3 Oct.

1998: First 1 at Qammieh on 29 Mar. 2 at Dwejra (M) and 1 at Ghadira on 5" and 1 at Gudja on 6" all in Apr; then daily
in single or low double figures from 9 Apr to 15 May, but 50 at Luga Airport on 25" and 40 at Comino on 28 Apr. In
autumn, singles at Dwejra (M) on 8 Sep, and at Lunzjata on 1% and at Ghadira on 4 Oct.

1999: Recorded only in spring. 1 on 9 Apr, then in single or double figures of up to 70 daily from 14 Apr to 15 May, but
100+ at Comino on 23 Apr.

Common Stonechat Saxicola torquatus

1996: 1-10 on most dates from jan till 23 Mar, but 30 at Ghadira on 5 Mar. Latest sightings on 8 Apr at Rabat. Present
again from 2 Oct onwards, mostly in single to low double figures of up to 30, with higher numbers from mid-Oct till
mid-Nov, and peak of 40 at Ghadira on 25 Oct.

1997: Daily in single or low double figures from January till 28 March, max 30+ on 27 Feb, 15+ on 14 Jan, and 10+ on
many dates (up to 4 Mar), all at Ghadira. Then daily in single to medium double figures from 6" Oct till end of year,
max 60+ on 27", and 40+ from 20" to 23 all in Oct at Ghadira.

1998 : Up to 10 daily at various sites from Jan to 29 Mar but 20 on 14™ and 15 on 16 Feb, both at Ghadira. In autumn, 1
at Rabat on 4" and 2 at Dwejra (G) on 11 Oct, then daily in single or low double figures from 13 Oct till end of year,
max. 30 at Ghadira on 17 Oct and on 2-3 Nov.

1999: Up fo 10 daily at various sites from Jan to 10 Mar. 2 on 15" and 1 on 19 Mar. Daily from 9 Oct to end of year in
single or low double figures of up to 30 but 50+ at Ghadira on 30 Oct.

Isabelline Wheatear Oenanthe isabellina
1996: 1 at Comino on 28 Apr.
1998: 2 at Cumnija on 5" and 1 at Ta’Cenc on 11 Apr.

Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe

1996: Regular sightings from 3 Mar to 4 May, in single to low double figures of up to 35, but 80 at Comino and 50 at
Luga both on 19 Apr. 1 at Seimun on 13 Jun; then up to 6 regularly again from 19 Aug till 17 Oct.

1897: Almost daily in single or low double figures from 12 Mar to 4 May, max 15 at Selmun on 29 Mar, and 20+ at
Delimara on 19" and 12 at Seimun on 5 Apr. Then in single figures almost daily from 26 Aug to 26 Oct, but 10 at
Dwejra (M) on 26-27 Sep.

1998: In single or low double figures of up to 15 almost daily from 15 Mar to 2 May but 40 at Paradise Bay on 4 Apr.
Singles at Hal Far on 23" and 28 May, and at ll-Qaws on 1 Jun. In autumn, 1 at I-Qaws on 18 Aug, then up to 4 almost
daily from 28 Aug to 14 Oct. 1 at Siggiewi on 25 Oct.

1999: Singles on 5", 13" and 14 Mar, then up to 25 on most days from 18 Mar to 30 Apr but 35+ at Qammieh on 7 Apr.
In autumn, 1 on 21 Aug then up to 6 on most days from 26 Aug to 10 Oct.

Black-eared Wheatear Oenanthe hispanica

1996: 18 sightings of 1-8 on 9 dates from 6 Apr to 1 May.

1997: Recorded only in spring in single figures on 13 scattered dates from 23 Mar to 4 May (daily from 18" to 22 Apr),
but 11 on 20 April (5 at Comino, 4 at Munxar, Gozo and singles at Mellieha and Mosta), otherwise max of 5+ also on
Comino on 18 Apr. Singles on 4 dates at Pt. St. Elmo from 31 Aug to 22 Sep.

1998: 1 at Migra L-Ferha on 18 Mar, then 12 sightings of 1-3 on 11 dates from 2 Apr to 11 May. In autumn, singles at
Qawra on 12" and at Buskett on 19" and 21% all in Sep.

1999: 1-2 on 8 dates from 21 Mar to 29 Apr. In autumn, singles at Dwejra (M) on 3 Sep and at Qawra on 12 Sep.

Rock Thrush Monticola saxatilis

1996: Singles at Dwejra (M) on 20" and at Comino on 31 Mar, at Qammieh on 7 Apr, and at Buskett on 9 Sep.

1997: Singles at Comino on 28 Mar, at Mellieha on 17" and 20 Apr, at Wied Qannotta on 20 Apr, and at Dwejra (M) on
4 May. in autumn 1 at Pt.St. EImo on 14", and 1on 20" and 2 on 21* at Dwejra (M) all in Sep..

1998: 7 singles in Apr (at Manoel Island on 2™, at Gharghur and Ta’ Gajdoru (Xaghra) on 11", at Mistra on 18", and at
Comino on 21 and 26-27"), and 1 on 11 May at Comino. 1 at Victoria on 20 Oct.

1999: 1 at Dwejra (M) on 5-6 Sep.
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Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius

1996: Present throughout the year and breeding in usual numbers. Generally seen in low single figures at any one site,
with highest counts at Comino, where 10 present on 7 Apr and on 12 Oct.

1997: Present throughout the year at various localities mostly in single figures. Highest numbers: 15+ at Qammieh on
8" and 22 Mar, and 19 Oct, and 12+ at Comino on 12 Apr.

1998: Breeding resident at suitable areas; always in single figures but 10-20 at Qammieh/Paradise Bay area especially
in Mar and Apr.

1999: Breeding resident at suitable areas. Always in single figures but 10+ at Qammieh on a few days in Mar, 15+ at
Dingli Cliffs on 24 May and 10+ at Ta’ Cenc on 3 Jun.

Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus
1996: 1 at Dwejra (M) on 29 Mar.

Blackbird Turdus merula

1996: 14 sightings from 3 Jan to 9 Mar, all in singles but 2 at Buskett on 1 Mar. Then 18 sightings from 22 Oct to 30
Dec, all in singles but 3 at Buskett on 29 Oct and on 30 Dec.

1997: Singles (most records from Ghadira) on most days in January till 27 Feb, but 6 at Buskett on 2 Jan and 2 at
Ghadira on 24 Feb. 2 late singles at Ghadira on 12 Mar and at Comino on 16 Apr. Then on 10 dates (12 sites) from 16
Octto 15 Nov, at I-Ahrax on 29 Nov, and at Buskett on 24" and 30 Dec; all singles.

1998: Singles at Buskett on 2" and at Simar on 11 Jan, and at Qammieh on 21 Mar. In autumn, 1 at Mdina on 17 Oct,
then singles on 9 dates from 31 Oct to 21 Nov, but 2 at Ghadira on 11 Nov. 1 at Lunzjata on 28 Dec.

1999: 1-2 at Buskett and at Lunzjata Valley on a few days in Jan to 14 Feb. In autumn, 1-2 on 17 dates from 26 Oct to
30 Nov but 3 at Blata L-Bajda on 29 Oct. Singles on 3 dates from 4™ to 24 Dec.

Fieldfare Turdus pilaris

1996: Singles at Ghadira on 17 Apr and at Pt. St. EImo on 13 Oct.

1997: Singles at Ricasoli on 5 Nov, at Ghadira on 10 dates (from 15" to 30 Dec) and at Cumnija on 26 Dec.

1998: 2 at Ghadira on 1 Jan, then singles at same place on most days till 22 Feb. 1 at Buskett on 2 Jan. Then on 6
dates from 11" to 28 Dec, mostly 1-4, but 7 at Ghadira on 19 Dec.

1999: 1-4 on 12 dates from 4 Jan to 7 Mar, but 6+ at Rabat on 7" and at Buskett on 10" and 14" ali in Feb. Singies at
Ghadira on 9" and at B'Kara on 31 Dec.

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos

1996: In single to low double figures of up to 15 from Jan until 25 Mar, but 25 at Buskett on 22" and 23 at Wied Qirda
on 25 Feb. Then 5 sightings of singles until 19 Apr. In autumn 2 at Ghadira on 27 Sep and 1 at B'Kara on 3 Oct, then
up to 15 almost daily from 11 Oct tili end of year, but 15-35 daily from 21% to 29 Oct.

1997: In single figures on most days in Jan till 28 Mar, but 40+ on 2" and 15+ on 5 Jan at Buskett, and 45 at Dwejra
(M) on 4 Mar. 1-2 on 9 dates from 2" to 16 Apr, and singles on 5" and 7 May at Comino, on 7" and 15" Jun at Buskett,
on 10 Jul at Mellieha, on 8 dates from 14 Jul to 4 Aug at Ghadira, on 28" at Ghadira and on 30 Aug at Buskett, and
again at Ghadira on 1* and 4 Sep. Then in autumn almost daily in single or double figures from 8 Oct till end of year,
but reaching treble figures on 18 Oct with 170+ at Buskett, 173 at B'Kara and ca. 250 at Mellieha, otherwise max 80+ at
Hurd's Bank on 18" and at Qammieh on 19", and 70 at Dwejra (M} on 28" all in Oct.

1998: Up to 10 wintering at several sites from Jan-Feb, but 40 at Buskett on 8 Feb. Present throughout Mar with an
evident increase in numbers due to return passage, max 27 at Mdina and 25 at Dwejra (M) on 24 Mar. Up to 5 daily
from 1°' to 4 Apr. Singles at Ghadira on 17 Apr and on most days at Blata L-Bajda from 29 Jul to 18 Aug. In autumn,
singles at Buskett on 5™ and 10" and at Ghallis on 11", and 2 at Dingli Cliffs on 12" all in Oct. Then up to 25 dail}h/ from
14 Oct till end of year, but 55 at Buskett and 32 at Dwejra (M) on 17" and 70 at Rabat and 28 at B'Kara on 28" both
dates in Oct.

1999: Up to 20 wintering at several sites from Jan to Feb. Seen almost daily in Mar till 4 Apr, highest 20+ at Buskett on
7 Mar, otherwise up to 7. Singles on 15 May and on 24 Aug. 1 on 4 Oct, then daily from 9 Oct to end of year in single or
low double figures of up to 20, but influx on 29" (60 at Blata L-Bajda and 200+ at Buskett) and 80+ at Buskett on 30"
both dates in Oct.

Redwing Turdus iliacus

1996: 7 sightings of 1-3 from 3 sites from 27 Oct to 7 Dec.

1997: Singles on 7 scattered dates from 2 Jan to 28 March mainly at Buskett and Ta’ Gajdoru (Xaghraj, but 2 on 5 Jan
at Buskett. Then 1 at Blata [-Bajda on 7 Nov, and 6 singles on 5 dates in Dec (at Mellieha on 14" at Ghadira on 18",
20-21st and 24", and at Simar on 21%).

1998: 1-2 at Buskett on 3 dates from 1 Jan to 8 Feb. 1 at Ta’ Gajdoru (Xaghra) on 29 Oct, then singles on 5 dates from
12" to 30 Nov, mostly at Simar.

1999: 1-2 on 6 dates from 17 Jan to 7 Mar but 7+ at Ta’ Gajdoru (Xaghra) on 23 Jan and 10+ at Buskett on 7 Mar. 1 at
Ghadira on 26 Nov.

)

Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus
1997: 1 at Ghadira on 20 Dec.

1998: 1 at Qawra on 24 Oct.

1999: 1 at Lunzjata Valley on 30 Jan.
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Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti

1996: Present throughout year, and breeding in usual numbers at various sites in Malta and Gozo. Mostly recorded in
low single figures at any one site, but 10 reported at Buskett on 31 Mar and at Simar on 11 Aug.

1997: Present throughout the year with up to 5 at various localities, but 10+ at Buskett on 20 Aug and at Lunzjata on 20
Sep, 8+ at Simar on 19 Jul, and 6+ on 10 dates (mostly in Apr and Sep), at Buskett, Ghajn Zejtuna, Wied Qannotta,
Simar, Salina, Ghadira and Lunzjata.

1998: Breeding resident with up to 5 in suitable areas, but 8-10 at Buskett from Jun to Aug, 10 at Chadwick Lakes in
Jun, and 8-10 at Simar from Sep to Oct.

1999: Breeding resident with up to 6 in suitable areas, but 8-15 on a few days at Simar especially in summer.

Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis

1996: Resident and breeding commonly on Malta and Gozo. 1-2 at Comino on on 3 dates from 27 Apr to 2 May, and on
4 dates from 21 Sep to 12 Oct. Up to 30 on any single sighting, with somewhat lower numbers during the winter
months, and with 4 sightings of 40-60 from 8 Jun to 2 Sep.

1997: Present and widespread throughout the year in single or low double figures, highest 50+ on 22" Mar and ca. 35
on 6 Apr at Qammieh, and 30+ on several dates in various places, particularly at Ghadira and Simar. Late breeding
records in Nov: 2 fledging from nest at Mellieha on 5", and female with 2 fledglings at Wied Dalam on 16".

1998: Widespread and breeding in single or low double figures of up to 30 at various sites but 40 at Qammieh on 21
Mar, 40 at Ramla Valley on 3 Jun, and 35-40 at Ghadira on 7 dates from 2 Jul to 21 Aug.

1999: Widespread and breeding in single or low double figures of up to 25 at various sites.

Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia
1997: Single at Comino on 2 May.

Savi's Warbler Locustella luscinioides

1996: 1 at Lunzjata on 29 Sep.

1997: Singles at Simar on 26 Jul, 8" and 14 Sep, and 21-22" and 26" Oct.
1998: Singles at Comino on 21 Apr and at Lunzjata on 18" and 20 Sep.
1999: Singles at Simar on 21 Aug and at Ghadira on 13 Sep.

Moustached Warbler Acrocephalus malanopogon

1996: 1-2 at Simar on 6 dates from 7 Jan to 11 Mar; then 1-2 on 12 dates from 12 Oct till end of year, mostly at Simar.
1997: 1-2 present on most days at Simar from 1 Jan to 25 Feb, and from 19 Oct till end of year, but 3 on 9 Nov. 1 at
Ghadira on 25 Nov.

1998: 1-2 at Simar almost daily from 1 Jan to 8 Mar and on most days from 21 Nov to 30 Dec.

1999: 1 at Simar on a few dates from 23 Feb to 11 Mar. 1-2 on 13 dates at Simar and Ghadira from 30 Oct to 30 Dec.

Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus

1996: 1-6 regularly from 7 Mar to 30 May, but 15-20 on 13-14 May at Ghadira. 1-2 regularly from 11 Aug to 29 Oct, all
sightings from Ghadira, Simar and Lunzjata.

1997: in single or low double figures on most days from 22 Mar till end of Apr and in single figures till end of May, max.
40+ on 12" and 20", 25+ on 13", and 15+ on 17" and 19", all at Simar in Apr. Late bird at Ghadira on 5 Jun and early
autumn bird at Simar on 26 Jul. Then on most days in low single figures from 13 Aug to 28 Sep, and on 5 dates in Oct
tili 19" max ca. 5 at Simar on 7-8 Sep. Late bird at Simar on g Nov.

1998: Up to 8 on most days from 28 Mar to 16 Jun. in autumn, singles at Simar on 12" and at Chadwick Lakes on 16
Aug, at Lunzjata on 2 Sep, and on 10 dates, mostly at Lunzjata from 23 Sep to 18 Oct.

1999: Almost daily in spring from 7 Mar to 15 May, in single or low double figures of up to 15 but 20+ at Simar on 3™
and at Comino on 29 Apr. Singles at Ghadira on 21* and 31 May. In autumn, 1 on 2 Aug and singles on 4 dates from 9
Sep to 7 Oct. Late bird at Ghadira on 3 dates from 10" to 17 Nov.

Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus

1996: 1 at Salina on 10 Mar and 2 at Simar on 19 Apr, then regular from 30 Apr throughout summer mostly at Simar
where breeding (max 8 on 29 Jun including 4 pulli). Regular on return passage from end of Aug till 30 Oct, mostly 1-5
but 10 at Lunzjata on 25 Sep.

1997: First single at Kennedy Grove on 15 Mar, then 1-2 at Simar on 20" and 25-26"™ and 1 at Lunzjata on 23 Apr.
Daily at is-Simar in single figures from 17 May till end of July, max 8+ on 12 Jul. 2 on 5 Jun at Salina and 1 at Ramla
Bay on 13 Jul, were the only other records during May-July. Then almost daily in singie figures from 1 Aug till 2 Nov,
highest 8+ at is-Simar on 3 Aug, with most records from Simar, Ghadira and Lunzjata. 1 at Simar on 6 Dec.

1998: Singles at Simar on 25" and 27 Apr, then up to 4 on most days from 3 May to 7 Jun, but 6 at Simar on 6 Jun. Up
to 7 present at Simar in Jun and Jul where 2-3 pairs bred successfully. Singies at Ghadira on 23™ and 31 Jul. Upto 6
almost daily from Aug to 25 Oct, mostly from Lunzjata, Simar and Ghadira. 1 at Ghadira on 16 Nov.

1999: 1 on 12 Apr, then up to 10 almost daily from 18 Apr to 4 Nov but 15 at Simar on 7 Jul and 17 Jul. 1 at Ghadira on 9 Nov.

Marsh Warbler Acrocephalus palustris

1996: Singles at Ramla Dam on 25 Aug, at Rabat (M) on 8 Sep, and at Lunzjata on 12 Sep and on 6th and 15 Oct.
1997: 1 at Lunzjata on 28 Sep.

1998: Singles on 4" and 9" and 3 on 16" all in Sep at Lunzjata.

1999: Singles at Lunzjata on 22 Sep and 19 Oct.

27



1--Merifl 31 2005

Blyth’s Reed Warbler Acrocephalus dumetorum
1998: 1 at Lunzjata on 13 Oct.

Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus

1996: Regular from 31 Mar to 1 Jun, mostly 1-2 but 5 at Simar on 8 May. On regular dates from 19 Aug to 4 Nov,
mostly in singles but up to 5 daily from 3 to 16 Sep.

1997: In single or low double figures on most days from 28 Mar to 29" May, max. 30+ on 13" and 20" and 20+ on 12"
at Simar in Apr. Late bird at Simar on 12 Jun. First autumn records: 1 on 5™ and 2 on 9 Aug at Simar, followed by 1-2
on most days from 26 Aug to 28 Sep, but 3+ at Simar on 7-8" and 3 at Chadwick Lakes on 27 Sep. Then singles on 3"
at Chadwick lakes and on 9" and 19" at Simar all in Oct.

1998: Up to 5 almost daily from 7 Apr to 25 May but 8 at Simar on 25 Apr. Singles at Ghadira and Ramla Bay on 3"
and at Ghajnsielem on 9 Jun. In autumn, singles on 12 dates from 12 Aug to 26 Sep but 4 on 29 Aug and 3 on 8 Sep,
both at Simar; then 1-2 almost daily, mostly at Lunzjata, from 4" to 20 Oct. 1 at Lunzjata on 25 Oct.

1999: 1 on 30 Mar, then in single figures almost daily from 3 Apr to 25 May, but 10+ at Simar on 27 Apr. 1-2 at Simar
on 6 dates from 3 Jul to 9 Aug and 1 at Ghadira on 7 Aug. In autumn, 1-3 on 21 dates from 22 Aug to 29 Oct.

Western Olivaceous Warbler Hippolais opaca
1998: Singles at Comino on 5™ and 8 May.
1999: 1 at Comino on 4 May

Western/Eastern Olivaceous Warbler Hippolais opaca/pallida
1996: Singles at Buskett on 9" and 23 Jun.

1998: Singles at Ghadira on 13-14 Apr.

1999: 1 at Ghadira on 7 May.

icterine Warbler Hippolais icterina

1996: 1 on 13 Apr, then regular from 21 Apr to 27 May, with a late sighting on 9 Jun. Mostly 1-5 but 8-25 on 6 dates
from 2™ to 12 May, mainly on Comino. Then, 5 sightings of singles on 4 dates from 3 Sep to 12 Oct.

1997: On most days in single or low double figures from 19 Apr to 22 May, max 15+ at Comino on 28 Apr and 9 May.
Then in low single figures on 12 scattered dates from 25 Aug to 1 Oct, max 3 at Wied Speranza on 13 Sep.

1998: Singles at Comino on 21* and 25 Apr, then in single or low double figures of up to 20 almost daily from 27 Apr to
21 May, but 30 on 1 and 40 on 7 May, both at Comino. 1 at Ghadira on 26-27 May. In autumn, singles at Buskett and
Ghadira on 1% and 21 Sep respectively; and at Lunzjata on 1%, at Simar on 16-17" and at Ghadira on 25" all in Oct.
1999: 1 on 21 Apr, then up to 10 daily from 29 Apr to 15 May but 15+ at Comino on 6 May. Singles at Ghadira on 22™
and 26 May. In autumn, 1 on 8 Aug, then singles on 5 dates from 30 Aug to 28 Sep.

Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta
1997: 1 at Ghadira on 26 Apr.
1998: 1 at Comino on 4 May.

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla

1996: 1-10 on most dates from Jan to Apr, but 100 on 22 Feb and 60 on 1 Mar both at Buskett. Latest sightings on 14
May at Ghadira. Lower figures from 4 Oct till end of year, mainly up to 10, but 20 at Ghajn Zejtuna on 6 Nov and 40 at
Buskett on 30 Dec.

1997: Daily in single or low double figures in January till 26 Apr but reaching treble figures at Buskett: 250+ on 5" and
ca 200 on 12 Jan, and 200+ on 21 Feb, otherwise max 40+ also at Buskett on 1 Feb. Singles at Comino on 5 May and
at Buskett on 13 Jul. In autumn first singles at Ghajn Zejtuna on 13" and at Lunzjata on 28 Sep and 12 Oct. Then daily
from 16 Oct till end of year in single figures but ca. 10 at Ghajn Zejtuna on 5" and 10 Nov, 10+ at Ghadira on 10
scattered dates (from 25 Nov till end of year), and 20+ at Buskett on 24 Dec.

1998: Up to 25 almost daily from Jan to 25 Apr but 40 at Buskett on 8 Feb. In autumn 2 on 22™ and 1 on 29 Sep both
at Ghadira, then in single figures almost daily from 2 Oct and up to 10 from 30 Oct till end of year, but 25 at Buskett on
28 Nov, and 20 at Bingemma on 12" and 15 at Dwejra (M) on 19 Dec.

1999: Up to 50 almost daily from Jan to 19 Apr, but 100+ on 23 Jan and 150+ on 28 Feb at Buskett. Singles on 4 dates from
23 Apr to 4 May. Almost daily in single figures from 5 Oct to end of year but 15+ on 10 Nov and 10+ on 22 Dec at Buskett.

Garden Warbler Sylvia borin

1996: Aimost daily from 13 Apr to 31 May, in single to low double figures of up to 35 on most dates but 50-100 on 5
dates from 2™ to 12 May. Up to 20 on most dates from 24 Aug to 23 Oct, then 1 on 7 Nov at Ghajn Zejtuna.

1997: On most days in single or medium double figures from 12 Apr to 28 May, highest 50+ on 29 Apr, ca. 40 on 6 May
and 30+ on 30 Apr, on 4- 5 May and on 10 May, all at Comino. One at Buskett on 15 June. In autumn first single at
Dwejra (M) on 15 Aug, then almost daily from 21 Aug to 28 Oct, max 50+ at Buskett on 27", and 30 at Dwejra (M) and
25+ at Buskett on 7 Sep. Late singles at Ghajn Zejtuna on 6", 8" and 12 Nov.

1998: Singles at Ghadira on 28 Mar and at Wied Qannotta on 9" and 12 Apr; then almost daily from 16 Apr to 10 Jun
in single or low double figures of up to 50, but 200 at Comino on 7 May. In autumn, singles at Bingemma and Wied
H-Lug on 15" and at Buskett on 29-30 Aug, and 10 at Wied ll-Lug on 5 Sep. Then up to 3 on most days from 14 Sep to
31 Oct but 10 at Buskett on 17 Oct. 1 at Ghajn Zejtuna on 7 Nov.

1999: Almost daily from 11 Apr to 25 May in single or double figures but 100+ at Comino on 30 Apr-1 May. Singles at
Ghadira on 6 dates from 26 May to 6 Jun. In autumn, almost daily from 21 Aug to 13 Oct in single figures but 15+ at
Buskett on 26 Sep. 1 at Buskett on 30 Oct.
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Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca

1996: Singles at Ghadira and Simar on 13 Oct.

1997: Singles at Comino on 21% and 27 Apr and at Wied Dalam on 1 Oct.
1998: 1 at Lunzjata on 15 Oct.

1999: 1 at Ghadira on 26 Apr.

Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis

1996: Almost daily in single to low double figure of up to 30 from 11 Apr to 25 May, but 50 at Comino on 18 Apr. Then,
4 sightings of singles from 19 Sep to 19 Oct.

1997: Daily in single or low double figures from 11 Apr to 23 May, max 30 at Qammieh on 11 Apr and at Comino on 4
May, and 25+ on 12 Apr and 20 on 5-7 May also at Comino. In autumn, singles at Ta’ Gajdoru (Xaghra) on 14", at
Lunzjata on 16" and at Ghadira on 29" all in Sep.

1998: Singles at Ghadira and Simar on 5" and at Gharghur on 11 Apr; then daily from 13 Apr to 16 May in single or low
double figures of up to 30, but 100 at Comino on 28 Apr. 1-2 on 3 dates from 26" to 31 May. in autumn, singles at
Floriana on 25 Sep and at Rabat on 14 Oct.

1999: Singles on 27 Mar, snd 4" and 10 Apr. Then almost daily in single or double figures from 13 Apr to 16 May, but
100+ on 23 and150+ on 29 Apr, and 100+ on 30 Apr-1 May, all at Comino. 1 at Ta’ Cenc on 29 May.

Spectacied Warbler Sylvia conspicillata

1996: Resident and breeding in usual low numbers. Reported from the three main islands. Mainly in low single figures
at any one site, max of 10 at Dahlet Qorrot on 4 Jun.

1997: Present throughout the year in low single figures in several localities, max 5 at Dwjera (G) on 9 Feb, and 4 at
Ghar Lapsi on 15 Mar, at Mgarr on 9 Apr and at Ghadira on 3 May

1998: Present in small numbers in several places in Malta and Gozo throughout the year, highest 10 at Wied Bassasa
on 25 Feb, 15 at Wied [I-Ghasri on 9" and 10 at Dabrani (G) on 10 Jun, otherwise in single figures. 1-2 at Comino on 3
dates from 26 Aprto 10 May.

1999: Present and breeding in small numbers in several places in Malta and Gozo, highest 15+ at San Dimitri (G) on
25" and at Sarraflu (G) on 30 May, and 12 at Gharb on 5 Jun, otherwise up to 10. At least 1 pair bred at Comino in
May where 6 (2 ad and 4 young) were seen on 11 May.

Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata

1996: 1 at Sliema on 6 Nov.

1997: 1 at Qawra on 27 Oct.

1998: Singles at Lunzjata on 1 Nov, then singles at Qawra on most days from 4 Nov to 19 Dec, but 2 on 25 Nov.
Singles at Lunzjata on 8 Nov, at Cumnija and Qammieh on 3 and at Imgiebah on 4 Dec.

1999: Singles at Cumnija on 19" and at Wied Anglu on 20 Feb, and at Ta’ Cenc on 13 Dec.

Riippell’s Warbler Sylvia ruepelli
1996: 1 at Clapham Junction on 15 Mar.
1999: 1 at /o Zabbar on 23 Mar.

Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans

1996: On most dates in single to low double figures of up to 15 from 8 Mar to 12 May, but 25-40 on 18-19 Apr. Singles
at Ghadira on 21 and 23 Jul, then in single to low double figures of up to 25 almost daily from 3 Aug to 16 Oct.

1997: Amost daily in single figures in various localities from 18 Mar to 7 May, but 20+ on 28" and ca. 10 on 30 Mar, and
15+ on 19" and 25+ on 20 Apr all at Comino. Then up to 3 on 3 dates from 26 Jul to 2 Aug, and almost daily in single
figures from 8 Aug to 28 Sep reaching double figures on 5 dates: 15+ on 10" and 20 + on 15 Aug at Bingemma, and
10+ at Targa Gap on 7" and at Ghadira on 22" and 24 Sep. Late singles at Ghadira on 7" and 9 Oct.

1998: Up to 5 almost daily from 15 Mar to 4 May, but 8 at Ghadira on 3 Apr. In autumn, up to 10 almost daily from 22
Jutto 7 Oct, but 35 at Bingemma and 15 at Wied ll-Lug on 1* and 15-20 at Bingemma on 15-16 Aug.

1999: 2 on 10" and 1 on 13 Mar, then aimost daily from 17 Mar to 3 May in single or low double figures of up to 10, but
20+ at Manoel Island on 23, at Qammieh on 24", and at Ghadira on 29" all in Mar. 1 at Comino on 15 May. In
autumn, up to 8 almost daily from 15 to 28 Jul, then almost daily from 11 Aug to 15 Oct in single or low double figures
of up to 10, but 20 at Bingemma on 24 Aug and 15+ at Ghadira on 13 Sep. 2 at Lunzjata Valley on 24 Oct.
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Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala

1996: Common, resident and breeding on the three main islands. Reported in single to mid-double figures with generally
lower figures for the winter months.

1997: Present and widespread throughout the year in single or low double figures in various localities, highest 40+ at
Comino on 28 Mar, 30+ on 25 Aug at Buskett, and 25 + on 12 scattered dates, mainly at Comino and Buskett, but
reaching once ca. 100 at Buskett on 2 Jan.

1998: Common and widespread breeding resident on the three main islands, usually in single or low double figures with
higher numbers in spring and summer with up to 35 at Comino and 40 at Buskett.

1999: Common and widespread breeding resident on the three main islands in single or low double figures.

Arctic Warbler Phylloscopus borealis
1997: One at Lunzjata on 12 Oct.
1999: 1 at Dwejra (M) on 3 dates from 7™ to 10 Oct.
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Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus
1996: Singles at Lunzjata on 8 Apr and at Addolorata Cemetry on 2 Nov.
1997: One at Lunzjata on 3 Apr.

Radde’s Warbler Phylloscopus schwarzi
1999: 1 at Lunzjata on 23 Oct.

Dusky Warbier Phylioscopus fuscatus
1997: 1 at is-Simar on 2 Nov.

Western Bonelii's Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli
1999: 1 at Ghadira on 21 Oct.

Eastern Bonelli's Warbler Phylloscopus orientalis
1998: Singles daily on 21% and 23-25 Mar, and 5 May, all at Ghadira.
1999: 1-2 almost daily from 15 Mar to 1 Apr, but 3 on 16" and 4 on 18 Mar at Ghadira.

Western/Eastern Bonelli's Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli/forientalis

1996: Up to 4 at Ghadira from15™ to 25 Mar, then 1 again there from 20 Apr to 1 May.

1997: Singles at Ghadira on most days from 1 Apr to 1 May, but 2 on 9", 3 on 24™ and 2 on 28" all in Apr. Other singles at
Comino on 12", 21-22™ and 30", at Lunzjata on 16", and at Simar on 19", all in Apr, and at Dwejra (M) on 6 May.

1998: 1 at Simar on 22 Mar.

1999: Singles at Ghadira on 17 Mar, at Salina on 2™ at Simar on 4" and and again at Ghadira on 17 Apr.

Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix

1996: In single to low double figures from 3 Apr to 18 May, with highest sightings of 45 at Ghadira on 6 May. Return
passage: 1-2 on 14 dates from 24 Aug to 21 Oct.

1997: On most days in single to medium double figures from 25 Mar to 19 May, max 50+ at Comino on 29" and 40+ at
Ghadira on 14" and 28" all in Apr. Then up to 3 on most days from 16 Aug to 5 Oct, but 8+ at Buskett and 5 at Dwejra
(M) on 27 Sep.

1998: 1 at Simar on 24 Mar, then daily from 31 Mar to 16 May, mostly up to 35 but influx on 28 Apr with 40 at Comino,
70 at Ghadira and 50 at Manoel Island. Singles on 4 dates from 26" to 30 May. In autumn, 1 at Dwejra (M) on 13 Aug,
then singles on 10 dates from 5 Sep to 24 Oct.

1999: Aimost daily from 29 Mar to 13 May in single or low double figures of up to 25, but 30+ at Simar on 27 Apr. 1 at
Ta' Gajdoru (Xaghra) on 26 May. In autumn, singles on 9 dates from 24 Aug to 11 Oct but 2 at Buskett on 24 Aug and 3
at Ghadira on 10 Sep.

Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita

1996: 100-150 reported on 7 dates from 6 Jan to 10 Mar, otherwise up to 70 daily until 8 Apr. Singles on 18" and 21
Apr and on 3 Jun. Up to 60 again from 3 Qct, but 80-150 on 6 dates from 7" to 21 Dec at Lunzjata.

1997: Daily in single or double figures in various places from January tilt 11 Apr, and then on 5 dates till 26 Apr, max. 80+
at Ghadira on 4", 13", 14" 21%' and 22 Feb. Single at Ghadira on 22 scattered dates from 14 Jun to 14 Sep. Then daily in
single or double figures from 12 Oct till end of year, but 200+ on 26" and 100+ on 21 and 28 Dec at Lunzjata, otherwise
max 80+ on 6" and 60+ on 7 Dec at Simar and on 6 scattered dates (from 25 Nov till end of year) at Ghadira.

1998: Daily in single or double figures of up to 60 from Jan to 5 Apr, but 100 at Lunzjata on 4 Jan and 10 Feb. Singles
at Ghadira on 17" and 22 Apr. Then daily from 13 Oct till end of year in single or double figures of up to 60, but 100 at
Lunzjata on 2" and 7 Nov.

1999: Aimost daily in single or double figures of up to 80 from Jan to 24 Apr, but 100-120 at Ghadira on most days from
1*'to 11 Mar. Singles on 4 dates from 29 Apr to 8 May. Singles at Chadwick Lakes on 20 Jun and at Buskett on 11 Jul.
Then almost daily from 14 Oct till end of year in single or low double figures of up to 30.

Willow Warbler Phylioscopus trochilus

1996: Up to 15 aimost daily from 14 Mar to 13 May, but 40 at Ta’ Gajdoru (Xaghra) on 16 Apr. In autumn, in single to
low double figures of up to 20 on most dates from 13 Aug to 5 Nov mostly in the second half of Sep.

1997: Daily in single or low double figures from 22 Mar to 18 May, max 40+ at Simar on 20" and 35+ at Comino on 21
Apr. Then almost daily in low single figures from 16 Aug to 16 Oc, max 5+ at Lunzjata on 21* and at Ghadira on 26 Sep.
1898: Singles at Simar on 11" and at Lunzjata on 14 Mar; then almost daily from 17 Mar to 14 May in single or low
double figures of up to 15, but 30 at Comino on 28 Apr. In autumn, 2 at Ghadira on 12 Aug, then up to 8 almost daily
from 16 Aug to 24 Oct, but 10 at Lunzjata on 5" and 15 at Ghadira on 7 Oct.

1999: Singles on 3 dates from 8" to 15 Mar; then almost daily from 18 Mar to 16 May in single or low double figures of
up to 30, but 40 at Comino on 23 Apr. In autumn, single figures almost daily from 23 Aug to 25 Oct but 10+ on 1 Sep
and 11 Sep and 15+ on 16 Sep, all at Ghadira. Late bird at Ghadira on 5 Nov.

Goldcrest Regulus regulus

1996: Singles on 4 dates from 1 Jan to 21 Mar, but 6 at Howard Gardens on 18 Feb. Then on 6 dates from 12 Oct to 11
Dec, mostly 1-2 but 4 at Addolorata Cemetry on 2 Nov and 8 at Buskett on 23 Nov.

1997: Singles on 4 dates in Jan from 3 to 13", and 1-2 on 5 dates in Feb from 4" to 21% all at Ghadira. Single at
Dwejra (M) on 15 Mar. Then up to 5 on 5 dates in Nov (2 on 6" at Ghadira, singles on 7"" at Mellieha and on 12" at
Ghadira, 5+ at Targa Gap on 25" and 1 at Ghadira on 26™). 10+ at Buskett on 13 Dec.
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1998: Up to 5 (mostly at Buskett) on 7 dates from 1 Jan to 22 Feb. 1 at Dwejra (M) on 28 Mar. Then 13 sightings of 1-3
on 11dates from 23 Oct {0 10 Dec.

1999: 1 at San Anton on 15" and 4 at Valletta on 16 Jan, and 2 at B'Bugia on 21 Feb. Only 1 sighting in autumn: 1 at
Dwejra (M) on 10 Oct.

Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla

1996: 8 sightings of 1-2 from 28 Feb to 19 Mar; then on 5 dates from 12 Oct to 30 Dec, all in singles but 4 at Buskett
on 30 Dec.

1997: 1 at Buskett on 2 Jan, then 4 on 2™ 1 on 3™ and 2 on 15 Mar, and 2 on 5 Apr all at Dwejra (M). in autumn
singles on 27 Sep also at Dwejra (M), and at Ghadira on 1% and 26 Nov.

1998: Singles on 19 dates from 21 Oct to 23 Dec, mostly at Ghadira and Simar, but 2 at Simar on 20 Nov.

1999: 1-2 on 16 dates from 8 Jan to 6 Mar but 4 at Rabat on 9 Jan. Singles on 5 dates from 5 Nov to 10 Dec but 2 at
Lunzjata Valley on 4 Dec.

Spotted Fiycatcher Muscicapa striata

1996: 1 on 7 Apr, then daily from 18 Apr to 19 May, in single to low double figures of up to 20 on most dates, but 30 at
Comino on 10 May. Present and breeding at least at 3 localities with a max of 19 at Buskett on 7 Jul. in autumn up to
12 almost daily again from 19 Aug to 19 Oct.

1997: Almost daily in single or low double figures from 10 Apr to 25 May, max 25+ at Ghadira on 12 Apr and 20+ at
Comino on 6 May. 3 pairs and 2 pairs were present at Buskett and at Addolorata respectively in June; max 10 at
Buskett on on 7" and 15", and 7 (4 ad+3 juvs) at Addolorata on 20™.1 at Ta’ Qali on 14 Jun. 2 were still present at
Addolorata on 14" and 8+ at Buskett on 20 July. 3+ on 12" and 7 (2 ad + 3 juv) on 14 Aug at Ta’' Qali. Then almost
daily in single or low double figures from 20 Aug to 28 Sep, highest 20+ on 8 Sep and 12+ on 25 Aug. Late singles at
Simar on 16" and at Mellieha on 28 Oct.

1998: 1-2 at Comino on 4 dates from 13" to 22 Apr, then almost daily from 24 Apr to 24 May in single or low double
figures of up to 35, but 60 at Comino on 7 May. Then present at Buskett from 30 May to 7 Sep and at Addolorata
Cemetry from 27 May to 26 Jun where breeding was confirmed at both sites with 4 pairs at Buskett and 2 pairs at
Addolorata Cemetry. In autumn, singles on 6 dates from 23 Sep {0 23 Oct, but 2 at Rabat on 11 Oct.

1999: Almost daily from 20 Apr to 27 May in single or low double figures of up to 20. 2 on 2 Jun. Then up to 10 present
at Buskett from 13 Jun to 10 Aug and up to 7 at Addolorata Cemetry on 4 dates from 11 Jun to 4 Aug. where breeding
was confirmed at both sites with 4 pairs at Buskett and 2 pairs at Addolorata Cemetry. 1 at Simar on 21 Aug and up to 4
at Buskett from 25 Aug to 14 Sep. Then 1-3 on 10 dates from 16 Sep to 2 Oct.

Red-breasted Flycatcher Ficedula parva

1996: 11 sightings on 9 dates from 24 Sep to 22 Oct, all singies but 2 at Ghadira on 11 Oct.

1997: Singles at Buskett on 13 Sep and 18 Oct, at Simar on 19 Oct and at Ghadira on 10 Nov.

1998: Singles at Rabat on 12" and at Lunzjata on 27 Sep, at Ghadira on 3 and at Simar on 11 Oct, and at Lunzjata on 2 Nov.

Semi-collared Flycatcher Ficedula semitorquata
1996: 1 at Ghadira on 19 Mar.

1997: Singles at Lunzjata on 12" and at Simar on 13 Apr.
1998: 1 at Ghadira on 29 Apr.

Collared Flycatcher Fjcedula albicollis

1996: 1-5 on 16 dates from 5 Apr to 2 May.

1997: First single at Comino on 28 Mar. Then almost daily in single or low double figures from 10 Apr to 4 May, max
40+ at Simar on 12", 25+ at Ghadira on 14", and 20+ at Simar on 11" and at Ghadira on 15-16™, alit in April.

1998: 25 sightings of 1-3 on 17 dates from 3™ to 30 Apr. 1 at Mosta on 10 May. 1 at Wied ll-Lug on 16 Aug.

1999: Up to 7 almost daily from 12 Apr to 6 May. 1 at Ghadira on 11 May.

Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca

1996: 1 on 20 Mar, then almost daily from 5 Apr to 22 May, 1-10 on most dates but 30-40 on 18-19 Apr at Comino. 1 on
16 Aug, then 1-2 on 8 dates from 2 Sep to 3 Oct.

1997: First single at Lunzjata on 2 Apr then daily in single or low double figures from 9 Apr to 10 May, but 50 at
Qammieh and 20+ at Simar on 11", 40+ at Simar on 12", and 20+ at Ghadira on 15" and at Comino on 29" all in April.
1 at Buskett on 17 May. In autumn singles at Buskett on 4", at Dwejra (M) and Wied Speranza on 8", at Buskett on 9"
and at Ghajn Zejtuna on 20", all in September.

1998: 1 at Bidnija on 4 Apr, then almost daily from 6 Apr to 13 May in single or low double figures of up to 30, but 40 at
Comino on 25 Apr.

1999: 1 at Simar on 30 Mar, then almost daily from 13 Apr to 16 May in single or low double figures of up to 25, but
100+ at Comino on 23 Apr. 1 at Ghadira on 18 Sep.

Walicreeper Tichodroma muraria
1998: 1 at Sliema on 28 Sep.

Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus

1996: 1-10 on most dates from 17 Apr to 18 May. 1 at Buskett on 16 Jun, then 1-4 on 8 dates from 31 Aug to 16 Sep.
1997: In single figures on most days from 12 Apr to 18 May, but 12 at San Anton and 10+ at Comino on 29 Apr and 17
at San Anton and 10 at Lunzjata on 3 May. Late singles on 31May at Dwejra (M), and on 7" and 15 Jun at Buskett. In
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autumn in single figures on most days from 30 Aug to 14 Sep, but 12+ on 6™ at Buskett and 100+ on 7" and 50+ and
14 on 8 Sep at Lunzjata and Buskett respectively. Then 2 at Lunzjata on 20" and 2 at Buskett and 1 at Simar on 27",
all in Sep.

1998: 3 at Comino on 8 Apr, then up to 6 on most days from 12 Apr to 19 May, but 10 at Lunzjata and 11 at Ta’ Gajdoru
(Xaghra) on 28 Apr, and 10 at Buskett and at Comino on 3%and 6 May respectively. Singles on 6 dates from 30 May to
28 Jun and 2 late birds at Wied ll-Lug on 11 Jul. In autumn, singles at Buskett on 26-27 Aug and at B’Kara on 7 Oct.

1999: Up to 8 almost daily in spring from 16 Apr to 17 May. Singles at Ghadira on 26 May, at Buskett on 13 Jun and at
Chadwick Lakes on 20 Jun. In autumn, only 4 sightings of singles from 2™ to 17 Sep.

Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio

1996: 5 sightings of singles on 4 dates from 11 Sep to 12 Oct.

1997: Singles at Dwejra (M) on 18 May, at Ghajn Zejtuna on 17 Oct, and at Dwejra (G) on 7 Nov.
1998: Singles at Saqgajja on 9" and at Comino on 10" and 12" all in May, and at Ghadira on 13 Oct.

Great Grey Shrike/Southern Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor/meridionalis
1997: Singles at San Gwann on 13" and 18 Feb.

Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator

1996: Up to 25, mostly at Comino, from 7 Apr to 11 May. 1 at Dwejra (M) on 7 Jun, then up to 5 again there from 8 Aug
to 11 Sep. 1 at Ghadira on 5 Sep.

1997: In single figures on most days from 11 Apr to 14 May, but 20+ on 21 Apr and 10+ on 5 May at Comino. Singles
on 22 May at Ghadira and Dwejra (M). Then singlies at Dwejra (M) on 5 scattered dates from 10" to 23 Aug, at
Kuncizzjoni and Zabbar on 24 Aug, and again at Dwejra (M) on 31 Aug and on 12-13 Sep.

1998: Singles at Ghadira on 6™ and 8" and at Wied Qannotta on 9" all in Apr, then up to 8 almost daily from 13 Apr to
15 May, but 18 at Blata L-Bajda and 20 at Comino on 28 Apr, and 20 at Comino on 1* and 14 May. 2 at Qortin II-Kbir on 2
Jun and 1 at Buskett on 12 Jul. In autumn, singles on 8 dates from 12 Aug to 4 Sep, but 4 at Dwejra (M) on 15 Aug.

1999: 1 on 30 Mar, then up to 12 almost daily from 8 Apr to 15 May, but 15+ at Comino on 29 Apr. Singles on 3 dates from
26" to 30 May. In autumn, 1-3 on most days from 22 Jul to 27 Aug, all at Dwejra (M) except for 2 at Rabat on 23 Aug.

Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris

1996: Up to 500 in Jan-Mar; then 2 at Ghadira till 15 May and up to 16 at Comino. 1 at Buskett on 31 Aug, then regular
again from 21 Sep. Mostly in double to high treble figures of up to 700, but 2000 at Marsa on 7 Nov, and 1000 on 29
Dec at Simar.

1997: Daily in single, double or treble figures from 1 Jan to 2 Feb, highest 500+ at B’Kara on 5" and 400+ at Ghadira
on 17-18 Jan. Then almost daily until 19 March, highest 400+ at Ta’ Qali on 23 Feb, numbers going down to double
figures in March highest 30+ at Simar on 4™ and 9 Mar. Then recorded at Comino on several dates in single figures
from 28 Mar to 26 April, but 12 + on first date, and on a few dates during summer until 23Jun, highest 10 on last date.
2 at salina on 24 Jun. 1-2 on 3, 5" and 14 Jul at Simar and 2 at San Anton on 17 Aug. In autumn first singles at
Blata I-Bajda on 5" and at Dwejra (M) on 15 Sep. Then almost daily from 21% to 28 Sep (max 30 at Buskett on 26")
and daily ftom 3 Oct {ili end of year, in single, double, trebie or quadruple figures, max 5000+ over Ta’ Gajdoru {Xaghra)
on 13 Nov, 4000+ at Simar on 21-22 Oct, and 2000+ at Simar on 23-25" and 28-29 Oct and 5 Nov.

1998: Up to 500 almost daily from Jan to 31 Mar. Up to 10 daily at Comino from 7 Apr to 16 May, but 20 on 13 Apr and
16 on 3 May. Singles at Simar on 5™ and 20 Apr, and 2 May. In summer, singies at Simar on 10" and 25 Jun, and 28"
and 31 Aug. Then daily from 25 Sep till end of year with up to 1000 on several days from Oct to Dec, but 2000 at Marsa
and Simar on 21 Oct, 2000 at Simar on 23 Oct, 1500 at Simar on 12 Nov, and 7000 at Luga airport on 18 Nov.

1999: Single to low treble figures of up to 600 almost daily from Jan to 2 Apr but 800+ at Luga on 13 Jan. Up to 8 daily
at Cominoc from 15 Apr to 14 May. Singles on 4 dates from 12 Apr to 3 May from other localities. Up to 3 at Simar on
most days from 31 May to 14 Sep. 2-5 at Ghammieri from 26 Jun to 6 Jul. Singles at Ghadira on 1 and 4 Sep and at
Buskett and Simar on 28 Sep,. then up 1o trebie figures daily from 1 Oct to end of year, but 1000+ on 25 Oct af Luga,

on 4 dates in Nov (6™ and 13" at Qawra, 15" at Luga and on 29" at Simar), and on 6 Dec at Qormi.

Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis

1996: Resident and breeding abundantly on the three main islands.
1997: Present and widespread throughout the year mostly in double o
500+ at Birkirkara on 5 Jan. Larger numbers at several roosting sites, b
1998: Abundant and breeding resident on the three main islands.

1999: Abundant and breeding resident on the three main islands.

r low treble figures in several localities, highest

+ +
ut no counts were carried out.

Tree Sparrow Passer montanus

1996: Resident and breeding in usual numbers but also recorded on migration. In single to low double figures of up to
30, but 80-100 on 1-2 Oct at Simar.

1997: Recorded throughout the year in single figures, but 15+ at Simar on 8 Aug, 10+ on 5 dates in Oct (at Buskett on
1% at Simar on 3™ and 9", and at Ghadira on 13" and 23", and 20+ at Simar on 2™ November.

1998: Breeding at usual sites with up to 10 from Jan to May and up to 30 from Jun to Dec, but 40 at Chadwick Lakes on
19 Jul and 80 at B’Kara on 24 Oct.

1999: Breeding at usual sites. Highest numbers: 50+ on 21-22 Sep and 45+ on 4 Oct at Buskett, otherwise up to 35.
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Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs

1996: 50-100 on 10 dates in Jan, otherwise in single to low double figures during Jan-Mar, but 51 on 20 Feb and 50 on
8" and 41 on18 Mar at B'Kara. Up to 5 at several sites during Apr-Sep. In single to low double figures of up to 28 during
Oct-Dec, but 100 at Lunzjata on 31 Oct and 50 at Buskett on 30 Dec.

1997: Recorded throughout the year in single figures, but in double figures on 12 dates, and in low treble figures on 2
dates: highest 130+ at Buskett on 2 Jan, 100+ at Ghadira on 12 Apr, 70+ at Blata |-Bajda on 16 Nov, 50+ at Mosta on
19 Oct, 30+ at Blata I-Bajda on 10 Nov and 28 at Qawra on 2 Nov.

1998: In single or low double figures of up to 30 in Jan-Mar, but 40 at Buskett on 1 Jan. Up to 4 almost daily in Apr, but
10 at Blata L-Bajda on 1%. 1-2 on most days at Ghadira and Buskett from May to Aug. Singles on 7 dates from 3 Sep
to 4 Oct, but 3 at Buskett on first date. Then almost daily in single figures from 10 Oct till end of year, but 10 at Buskett
on 25" and 15 at Rabat on 28 Oct, and 20 at Buskett on 14 Nov.

1999: In single or low double figures of up to 18 from Jan to Mar, but 40+ at San Anton on 15 Jan. 1-2 on most days
from Apr to 14 Sep from a few localities. 1 on 5 Oct, then up to 10 almost daily from 21 Oct to end of year but 50+ at
Buskett on 10 Nov.

Brambling Fringilla montifringilla
1997: 1 at B'Kara on 30 Nov.
1998: 1 at Xaghra (G) on 28 Mar.

European Serin Serinus serinus

1996: 1-2 on 13 dates from 4 Jan to 11 Apr, then singles at Ghadira on 26 Jun and 24 Jul. 1-2 on 9 dates from 23 Sep
to 11 Nov, and 1-3 almost daily from 13th to 31 Dec, mostly at Ghadira.

1997: Up to 6 on 6 scattered dates from 1 Jan to 15 Feb mostly at Ghadira. Then singles at Valletta on 28 Mar, at
Ghadira on 7" and at Comino on 26 Apr, at Simar on 18 May, and at Mellieha/Ghadira on 16" and 29 Jun. In autumn in
fow single figures on 11 scattered dates from 25 Oct to 29 Nov, but 22+ at Blata |-Bajda and 6 at Targa Gap on 16 Nov.
2 winter records: singles at B'Kara on 12" and at Ghadira on 25 Dec.

1998: 2 at Buskett on 1* and 2 at Simar on 4 Jan, and 3 at B'Kara on 17 Mar. Singles at Ghadira on 20 Mar and 2 Apr,
at Buskett on 5" and 11 Jul, on 3 dates from 2™ to 8 Aug and on 2 dates from 2628 Sep. 1 at Buskett on 18 Oct, then
up to 7 on most days from 25 Oct till end of year, but 12 at Sliema on 29 Oct.

1999: in single or iow doubie figures of up to 15 on most days from Jan to 7 Mar but 35+ at Blata L-Bajda on 17 Jan. 1-2 on
16 dates from 22 Mar to 10 Aug. 1 on 9 Oct, then up to 3 on 11 dates from 1 Nov to 3 Dec but 15 at Buskett on 10 Nov.

Greenfinch Carduelis chloris

1996: Singles on 7 scattered dates in Feb-Apr, but double figures (max 33) on 3 dates at B’Kara from 12th to 19 Mar.
Then 2 juvs. At B'Kara on 19 Aug and 1-4 on 21 dates from 30 Aug till end of year.

1997: Singles at San Gwann on 3" and at Qammieh on 18 Jan and at Ta’ Gajdoru (Xaghra) on 13 Feb. in spring 1-2 on
6 scattered dates from 2 Mar to 5 Apr. One summer record: 1 at Ghadira on 20 Aug. In autumn singles at Mosta on 25"
and at Buskett on 27 Sep and 10 at Mellieha on 11 QOct. Then in single or low double figures on17-18" and 26-28 Oct,
almost daily from 31Oct to 14 Nov and on 3 dates from 25" to 28 Nov, highest 22 (total from 4 localities) on 26 Oct.
Then 1 at Simar on 7" and 4 at Qawra on 20 Dec.

1998: 1-5 on 10 dates in Jan and Feb, but 8 at Buskett on 1 Jan. Then in single or low double figures on 15 dates from
1 Mar to 3 Apr, max 15 at B'Kara on 24 Mar. Singles on 11 dates from 20 Apr to 27 Jul, then 3 at Wied li-Lug on 16"
and 2 at Ghammieri on 18 Aug, and singles on 4 dates from 24 Aug to 1 Sep, mostly at Buskett. 1 at Ghadira on 3 Oct,
then single figures almost daily from 10 Oct to 28 Nov, but 28 at Qawra on 17 Oct, and 31 at Blata L-Bajda on 1% and
10 at Buskett on 14 Nov. 1-3 on 6 dates from 10" to 24 Dec, but 9 at Lija on 15 Dec.

1999: In single or low double figures of up to 34 on 19 dates from Jan to 14 Apr but 54 at Blata L-Bajda on 24 Mar. 1-2
on 4 dates from 20 Apr to 4 May, and 1-2 on most days at Ghadira from 17 May to 10 Sep but 4 at same place on 12
Jun. 1 at Buskett on 29 Aug. Then 1-2 on 19 dates from 11 Oct to 17 Dec but 4 at Ghajn Zejtuna on 12 Nov.

Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis

1996: 1-5 on 5 scattered dates in Jan-Apr, then 1-3 on 16 dates from 12 Jul to 25 Sep, and 1-2 on 3 dates in Nov-Dec.
1997: Singles on 16 scattered dates from 13 Feb to 9 Dec (recorded in all months except in May, with 6 records from
Ghadira), but 4 at Ghadira on 8 Dec:;.

1998: Singles at Blata L-Bajda on 11 Jan, at Ghadira on 8 dates from 7 Mar to 4 Apr and at Blata L-Bajda on 22 Mar
and 2 Apr. 2 at Dwejra (M) on 24 Mar. Singles at Ta’ Gajdoru (Xaghra) on 3 Jun, at Ghadira on 5 Aug, and at Rabat on
30 Sep. Then 1-3 on 6 dates from 17 Oct to 6 Nov and 2 at Blata L-Bajda on 24 Dec.

1999: 1 at Ras H-Peliegrin on 3 Apr, 2 at Ghadira on 23 Oct and 1 at Qawra on 3 Dec.

Siskin Carduelis spinus

1996: Singles at Comino on 11 Apr, at Buskett on 29 Sep and at B'Kara on 29 Dec.

1997: 2 males at Simar on 31 May. Then 2 at Mellieha on 25", 20+ at Qawra and singles at Mellieha on 26" and 27
Oct, at Blata |-Bajda on 4 Nov and at Ghadira on 31 Dec.

1999: Singles at Floriana on 9 Mar and at Buskett on 2 Oct. 2 at Qawra on 10" and 4 at Ghadira on 24 Nov.

Linnet Carduelis cannabina
1996: 1-5 on 13 dates from 4 Jan to 10 Apr, but 25 at Qammieh on 16 Mar. 1 on 3 Oct, then on 13 dates from 21 Oct {ill
end of year, mostly 1-4, but 10 on 29 Oct at Ghadira.

33



1l-Merill 31 2005

1997: 6 at Qammieh on 18 Jan and 2 at Ta’ Qali on 16 Feb. Then in single figures on 10 dates from 8" to 29 Mar, max
5 at Ta’ Gajdoru (Xaghra) on 18", 2 at Ta’ Cenc on 5 Jul and singles at Targa Gap on 13" and at Pt. St. Elmo on 27
Sep. Then in single figures on 26 dates (34 localities) from 15 Oct to 26 Nov, but 20+ at Manikata on 25" and 20 at
Mellieha on 26 Oct, and 30+ at Qawra on 3", 13 at Ghadira on 7" and 13 at Blata I-Bajda on 9 Nov. 2 winter records:
2 at Ghajn Tuffieha and at Ghadira on 30 Dec.

1998: 4 at Buskett on 1°' and 1 at Simar on 17 Jan; then 1-6 on 10 dates from 10 Mar to 4 Apr. Singles at Ghadira on
18" and at Comino on 20 Apr. 2 at Ghadira on 31 Aug and singles on 3 dates from 4" to 27 Sep. Then on most dates
from 16 Oct to 20 Nov in single or low double figures of up to 30, but 54 at Qawra on 28 Oct. Up to 7 on 5 dates from 27
Nov to 24 Dec.

1999: Up to 6 on 16 dates from 12 Jan to 30 Apr. Singles on 10 dates from 13 May to 17 Aug. Up to 8 on 20 dates from
22 Sep to 22 Dec.

Common Crossbill Loxia curvirostra
1996: 6 at Salina on 6 Oct.

Trumpeter Finch Bucanetes githagineus
1996: 1at Comino on 25 Sep.

Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus
1998: Singles at Mdina on 4 Sep, at Ghadira on 14 Sep, at Rabat on 27 Sep, and at Lunzjata on 18 Oct.

Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula
1999: 1 at Dwejra (M) on 7 Oct.

Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes

1996: 1-5 on 9 dates from 22 Oct to 12 Nov.

1997: 1 at Qawra on 20 Dec

1998: Singles on 9 dates from 16 Oct to 15 Dec. “A few hundreds” reported on 28 Oct from many parts of Gozo and Maita.
1999: 1 at Xaghra Gozo on 10 Jan.

Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella
1998: 1 caught at Xatt L-Ahmar (G) on 9 Nov.

Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana
1998: 3 at B'’Kara on 28 Aprand 1 at Simar on 2 May.
1999: 1 at Luga on 22 Mar.

Rustic Bunting Emberiza rustica
1997: 1 at Lunzjata on 4 Nov.
1998: 1 at Lunzjata on 3 Nov.

Little Bunting Emberiza pusilla
1998: 1 at Lunzjata on 2 Nov.

Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus

1996: 1-3 at Ghadira and Simar in Jan-Feb, with latest sighting on 9 Mar. 1-3 from 14 Oct till end of year, all at Ghadira,
Simar, Lunzjata and Salina.

1997: One at Simar on 9 Feb. Then 1-2 again at Simar on 9 dates from 28 Oct till end of year and at Ghadira on 11
dates from 1 Nov till end of year. Only one record elsewhere: 2 at Lunzjata on 8 Nov.

1998: Singles at Simar on 1% and 3 Jan, 7-8 Feb, 10 Feb, 29 Mar, and 22-23 May. In autumn singles at Ghadira on 13
Sep and at Lunzjata on 12 Oct, then 1-2 on most days at Ghadira, Simar, and Lunzjata, from 23 Oct till end of year, but
3 at Lunzjata on 8 Nov.

1999: Singles at Simar on 7" and 28 Jan and at Ghadira on 27 Mar. 1 at Ghadira on 16 Oct, then up to 3 almost daily
at same place from 27 Oct to 17 Dec and at Simar from 5 Nov to 24 Dec.

Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra

1996: Scarce resident and breeding in low numbers. Reported in low single figures, but 12 on 27 Oct near Ghadira.
1997: In single figures, mostly 1-2, throughout the year in various localities, reaching double figures only on 6 dates:
12+ on 18 Jan at Qammieh: the rest in March, 10+ on 1% at Manikata, 10+ on 15" at Ghar Lapsi, and 40 on 22" 20 on
23 and 10 on 28", at Qammieh.

1998: Breeding uncommonly at a few sites. Mostly seen in single figures of up to 10, but 13 at Buskett on 17 Oct and
11 at Ghadira on 25 Oct.

1999: Breeding uncommonly at a few sites. Seen in low single figures at a few localities, but ca. 10 mainly at Qammieh
on several dates in March.
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Bird Ringing Report 1997-1999
compiled by Mark Gauci, Charles Gauci, Joe Sultana & John J. Borg

This report covers the ringing activities of the Valletta Bird Ringing Scheme, run by BirdLife Malta, for the years 1997-
1999. During the three-year period under review the licensed ringers were John Attard Montalto, John J. Borg, Denis
Cachia, Victor Cilia, Charles Coleiro, Raymond Galea, Charles Gauci, Mark Gauci, Mario V. Gauci, John Grech,
Manwel Mallia, Joseph M. Mangion and Joe Suftana. John Middleton, a B.T.O. ringer, also helped in ringing during his
regular visits to Malta. Charles Gauci and Mark Gauci, Ringing Secretary and Assistant Ringing Secretary respectively,
were responsible for the compilation of the ringing data and for the bi-monthly ringing newsletter.

Ringing Totals
The ringing totals for the years 1997-99 and the totals for 1965-1999 are shown below:

Year Number of birds Number of species
1997 13799 98 + 1 hybrid
1998 11837 109
1999 10234 94

Total 1965-1999 338128 185+ 2 hybrids

Three new species, namely Great Crested Grebe, Eurasian Sparrowhawk and Black-tailed Godwit were added to
the ringing list. During the period under review a few very scarce migrants or vagrants were also ringed. These include
the 7" Grasshopper Warbler, the 3 Blyth’'s Warbler, the 4™ and 5™ Melodious Warbler, the 4™ and 5" Arctic Warbler,
the 2™ Radde’s Warbler, the 2" Dusky Warbler and the 10" Little Bunting. A hybrid Barn Swallow x House Martin
(the 3 ) was also ringed. The three commonest species ringed were the Barn Swallow (4987) a very common spring and
autumn migrant, and two very common winter visitors, the Robin (4379) and the Common Chiffchaff (4167).

Ringing Sites

The main ringing sites during the three-year period were Ghadira NR, Simar NR, Rabat (M), Buskett, and Lunzjata Valley (G).
Other sites used were Targa Gap, Dwejra (M), Wied Dalam, Wied L-Isperanza, Ghajn Zejtuna, Chadwick Lakes,
Bingemma and Manoel Island. The Scheme continued to take part in the ltalian project Piccole Isole, which is aimed at
monitoring spring migration in central Mediterranean. BirdLife Malta's ringing site on Comino was again used for this
project and the site was manned daily for a whole month, from 16th April to 15th May, each year. Annual visits to Filfla
were also organised to monitor the populations of the Storm Petrel and the Yellow-legged Gull, while the accessible
colonies of the Cory's Sheawater on the main islands continued to be monitored regularly.

Recoveries of Malta-ringed birds

42 recoveries (birds recovered at least 5 km away from ringing site) of 16 species ringed in Malta were reported during
the three-year period 1997-99. 26 (of 12 species) of these were reported from abroad. One of the most interesting
recoveries is an adult Storm Petrel ringed on Fiifla in 1971, picked up dead during a big storm in the Netherlands.
Two young Yellow-legged Gulis ringed on Filfla were recovered in Switzerland and Hungary respectively showing that
some immature birds spend some of their non-breeding period in central Europe. A Wryneck ringed on its spring
journey at Comino in May was controlled two years later at the northern part of its breeding range in Finland. A Yellow
Wagtail also ringed on its spring journey at Simar NR was controlled 14 days later in Poland while no fewer than 8 Barn
Swallows and 7 Common Chiffchaffs, amongst others, were recovered in other European countries.

Recoveries in Malta of foreign-ringed birds

39 foreign-ringed birds of 22 species have been recovered in Malta and were reported during the three years under
review. These include the 2™ European Storm-petrel from Marettimo Island (Sicily) found dead at Filfla, the 21% and
22" Ospreys (both ringed in the nest) from Finland, the 1°' Marsh Harrier from Estonia, two Night Herons bormn in
Ukraine and Romania respectively, the 1% Audeuin’s Gull from Greece, the 2" Dunlin from Ukraine and several
passerines from various European countries. The most intsresting amongst the latter is the 1% Biuethroat from the
Czech Republic, a male Siskin ringed in Scotland, and a Great Reed Warbler ringed in Seville on its south-bound
autumn journey and controlied 4 years later at Ghadira NR on its north-bound spring journey.

Retraps

Many retraps were reported by ringers during the period 1997-1999. A selected number of interesting ones (84 birds
of 22 species) appear at the end of this report. Most of the retraps are either residents, breeding visitors, or winter
visitors. But there are also a few migrants using the same migratory route and the same resting/feeding areas.
Two retrapped European Storm-petreils show that this species may live well over 20 years. The oldest Cory’s
Shearwater appearing in this report was ringed 19 years earlier. A female Cetti’s Warblers is at least 8 years old
while the oldest Spanish Sparrow was ringed 9 years and 10 months earlier. Several retraps of breeding and
wintering birds show that these are very faithful to their breeding and wintering quarters respectively. A Great Reed
Warbler and a Reed Warbler were retrapped on migration using the same resting/feeding site.
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Birds ringed in 1997 — 1999

Euring Species 1997 Total ringed 1965-1999
Code No.
01840 Eurasian Teal Anas crecca 0 0 0 1
01860 Maliard Anas pfatyrhynchos 0 0 0 2
01890 Pintail Anas acuta 0 0 0 1
01910 Garganey Anas querquedula 0 0 0 2
03700 Common Quail Coturnix coturnix 1 1 0 22
00070 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 0 0 0 2
00090 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 1 0 0 1
00120 Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis 0 0 1 17
00360 Cory’s Shearwater Calonectris diomedea 23 39 6 2613
00460 Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus 0 0 0 1
00462 Yelkouan Shearwater Puffinus yelkouan 0 3 8 606
00520 European Storm-petrel Hydrobates pelagicus 5 345 2 17733
00950 Eurasian Bittern Botaurus stellaris 0 0 0 1
00980 Little Bittern /xobrychus minutus 7 5 0 82
01040 Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax 1 1 0 15
01080 Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides 0 0 0 2
01190 Little Egret Egretta garzetta 0 0 0 2
02310 Honey-buzzard Pernis apivorus 0 0 0 1
02690 Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus 0 0 1 1
03040 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 4 1 2 26
03090 Merlin  Falco columbarius 0 0 0 1
03100 Hobby Falco subbuteo 0 0 0 1
04070 Water Rail Rallus aquaticus 10 10 9 179
04080 Spotted Crake Porzana poizana 2 1 1 53
04100 Little Crake Porzana parva 1 2 0 28
04110 Baillon’s Crake Porzana pusilla 0 0 0 2
04210 Corn Crake Crex crex 0 0 0 1
04240 Moorhen. Gallinula chioropus 33 38 2 414
04250 Allen’s Gallinuie Porphyrula alleni 0 0 0 1
04290 Common Coot  Fulica atra 0 0 1 15
04590 Stone Curlew Burhinus oedicnemus 0 0 0 1
04690 Littte Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius 6 19 7 213
04700 Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 0 10 5 62
04770 Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus 0 1 0 6
04860 Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola 0 0 0 1
04930 Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 0 0 0 1
05010 Little Stint  Calidris minuta 50 129 9 2102
05020 TemmincK's Stint  Calidris temminckii 1 2 5 58
05090 Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 3 8 6 143
05120 Dunlin  Calidris alpina 14 7 48 275
05140 Broad-billed Sandpiper Limicola falcinellus 0 0 0 1
05170 Ruff  Philomachus pugnax 2 2 2 77
05180 Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus 0 1 0 27
05190 Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago 4 14 3 142
05200 Great Snipe Gallinago media 0 1 0 11
05290 Woodcock Scolopax rusticola 1 1 0 S
05320 Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 0 1 0 1
05380 Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 0 0 0 1
05450 Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus 0 0 0 2
05460 Common Redshank Tringa totanus 3 7 3 45
05470 Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis 0 0 0 1
05480 Greenshank Tringa nebularia 0 1 0 4
05530 Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus 0 1 1 40
05540 Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 2 3 3 184
05560 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 36 25 20 704
05610 Turnstone Arenaria interpres 0 0 0 6
05750 Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus 0 0 0 3
05820 Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus 0 0 0 1
05850 Slender-billed Gull Larus genei 0 0 0 1
05927 Yellow-Legged Gull Larus michahellis 79 73 73 1004
06110 Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis 0 0 0 1
06280 White-winged Black Tern  Chlidonias leucopterus 0 0 0 1
06870 Turtle Dove  Streptopelia turtur 8 25 28 176
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Euring Species 1997 1998 1999 Total ringed 1965-1999
Code No.

07160 Great Spotted Cuckoo Clamator glandarius 0 0 0 1
07240 Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus 0 1 1 42
07350 Barn Owl Tyto alba 0 0 0 1
07390 Eurasian Scops Ow! Otus scops 1 6 2 193
07680 Short-eared Owl  Asio flammeus 0 0 0 3
07780 European Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus 1 2 5 55
07950 Common Swift Apus apus 3 0 0 49
08310 Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis 22 23 31 386
08460 Hoopoe Upupa epops 10 21 7 102
08480 Wryneck Jynx forquilla 35 55 30 754
09680 Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla 9 3 7 312
08740 Wood Lark Lullula arborea 0 0 0 2
09760 Sky Lark Alauda arvensis 0 5 0 36
09810 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia 457 177 45 11281
09920 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 2842 1008 1137 32686
10010 House Martin - Delichon urbicum 166 80 94 9124
09950 Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica 16 0 6 137
10020 Richard’s Pipit Anthus novaeseelandiae 0 0 0 1
10050 Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris 0 0 0 11
10080 Olive-backed Pipit Anthus hodgsoni 0 0 0 3
10090 Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis 69 64 39 1752
10110 Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis 278 312 146 376 0
10120 Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus 4 0 0 77
10140 Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta 0 0 2 19
10142 Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus 0 0 0 2
10170 Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava 342 86 218 5412
10190 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 14 20 15 775
10200 White Wagtail Motacilla alba 18 52 9 1413
10660 Wren Troglodytes troglodytes 0 0 0 24
10840 Dunnock Prunella modularis 42 46 83 2652
10950 Rufous Bush Robin Cercotrichas galactotes 0 2 0 10
10990 Robin  Erithacus rubecula 164 5 1720 1014 5243 4
11030 Thrush Nightingale Luscinia luscinia 0 0 0 5
11040 Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos 76 82 69 2510
11060 Biluethroat Luscinia svecica 2 5 5 163
11210 Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochrurus 14 39 20 499
11220 Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus 78 77 61 3141
11370 Whinchat Saxicola rubetra 157 114 214 164 8
11390 Common Stonechat Saxicola torquatus 94 113 70 284 4
11440 Isabelline Wheatear Oenanthe isabellina 0 0 0 2
11460 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe 16 8 7 251
11480 Black-eared Wheatear Oenanthe hispanica 12 2 2 36
11620 Rock Thrush Monticola saxatilis 0 0 0 3
11660 Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius 12 10 7 143
11860 Ring Ouze! Turdus torquatus 0 0 ¢ 3
11870 Blackbird Turdus merula 5 7 8 260
11980 Fieldfare Turdus pilaris 1 0 0 4
12000 Song Thrush Turdus phiilomelos 65 88 44 1639
12010 Redwing Turdus iliacus 1 1 1 34
12200 Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti 147 121 114 2216
12260 Zitting Cisticola  Cisticola juncidis 296 386 170 774 1
12360 Grasshopper Warbier Locusieila naevia i 0 0 7
12370 River Warbler Locustella fluviatilis 0 0 0 2
12380 Savi's Warbler Locustella luscinoides 3 2 2 63
12410 Moustached Warbler Acrocephalus melanopogon 6 3 2 130
12430 Sedge Warbier Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 136 143 132 3107
12510 Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus 121 134 127 2549
12500 Marsh Warbler Acrocephalus palustris 1 5 2 56
12480 Blyth's Reed Warbler Acrocephalus dumetorum 0 1 0 3
12470 Paddyfield Warbler Acrocephalus agricola 0 0 0 2
12530 Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus 95 65 93 166 6
12552 Western Olivaceous Warbler Hippolais opaca 0 2 1 3
12553 Woestern/Eastern Olivaceous War. H.opaca/pallida 0 1 1 5
12590 Icterine Warbler Hippolais icterina 121 144 68 2328
12600 Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta 1 1 0 5
12770 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 428 507 326 14097
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Euring Species 1997 1998 1999 Total ringed 1965-1999
Code No.
12760 Garden Warbler Sylvia borin 725 655 499 15840
12730 Barred Warbler Sylvia nisoria 0 0 0 1
12740 Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca 2 1 1 66
12720 Orphean Warbler Sylvia hortensis 0 0 0 4
12750 Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis 210 234 376 4197
12640 Spectacled Warbler Sylvia conspicifiata 3 2 5 1346
12620 Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata 0 1 1 41
12690 Ruppell's Warbler Sylvia rueppelli 0 0 0 2
12650 Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans 233 143 188 7821
12670 Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala 453 568 338 17343
12950 Arctic Warbler Phylloscopus borealis 1 0 1 5
12980 Pallas’s Leaf Warbler Phylfoscopus proregulus 0 0 0 1
13000 Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus 1 0 0 23
13010 Radde’s Warbler Phylloscopus schwarzi 0 0 1 2
13030 Dusky Warbler Phylloscopus fuscatus 1 0 0 2
13071 Western Bonelli's Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli 0 0 1 1
13072 Eastern Bonell's Warbler Phylloscopus orientalis 0 0 10 10
13070 Western/Eastern Bonelli's W. P.bonelli /orientalis 14 3 0 177
13080 Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix 441 443 269 9519
13110 Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 1678 1531 958 36103
13120 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 282 256 298 7761
13140 Goldcrest Regulus regulus 7 7 0 462
13150 Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla 3 10 3 441
13350 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 110 118 80 2594
13430 Red-breasted Flycatcher Ficedula parva 1 4 0 99
13470 Semi-collared Flycatcher Ficedula semitorquata 2 1 0 14
13480 Collared Flycatcher Ficedula albicollis 14 8 12 54 679
13490 Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca 215 177 166 4011
14900 Penduline Tit Remiz pendulinus 0 0 0 96
15080 Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus 29 28 15 444
15150 Red-Backed Shrike Lanius collurio 2 3 0 126
15230 Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator 57 58 85 730
15820 Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris 13 43 8 195
15920 Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis 94 2 920 1312 25459
15980 Tree Sparrow Passer montanus 44 49 9 1132
16330 Red-eyed Vireo Vireo olivaceus 0 0 0 1
16360 Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 13 30 12 1077
16380 Brambling Fringilla montifringilia 0 0 0 8
16400 European Serin  Serinus serinus 0 0 0 310
16490 Greenfinch Carduelis chioris 5 3 4 404
16530 Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 0 1 0 20
16540 Siskin  Carduelis spinus o] 0 0 11
16600 Linnet Carduelis cannabina 0 1 1 933
16660 Common Crossbill Loxia curvirostra 0 0 0 25
16790 Common Rosefinch  Carpodacus erythrinus 0 2 0 8
17170 Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes 0 0 0 5
18470 Lapland Bunting Calcarius lapponicus 0 0 0 1
18570 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella 0 0 0 1
18580 Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirius 0 0 0 1
18660 Ortotan Bunting Emberiza hortulana 0 1 0 3
18680 Cretzschmar's Bunting Emberiza caesia 0 0 0 1
18730 Rustic Bunting Emberiza rustica 1 1 0 19
18740 Littte Bunting Emberiza pusilla 0 1 0 10
18750 Chestnut Bunting Emberiza rutila 0 0 0 1
18760 Yellow-breasted Bunting Emberiza aureola 0 0 0 1
18770 Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus 5 5 6 288
18820 Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra 0 4 1 444
Barn Swallow x House Martin  H.rustica x D.urbica 1 0 0 3
Tree Sparrow x Spanish Sparrow P.montanus x P.hispaniolensis 0 0 0 2
Totals 13799 11837 10234 338128
Species 98 + 1 hybrid 109 94 185 + 2 hybrids
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RINGING RECOVERIES

Key to symbols and terms used in the recovery list

Arrangement of entry
Recoveries are arranged by species, and within species usually by date of the recovery letter,
Ringing details are given on the first line and recovery data on the second

Ring number
A ring in italics indicates that the ring has been returned and verified.

Age code

pulius; young bird ringed in the nest. A number in brackets beside this age code indicates brood size.
fully grown; year of hatching quite unknown.

definitely hatched during current calendar year.

as in 3, but bird still partly or totally in juvenile body plumage.

hatched before current calendar year - exact year unknown.

definitely hatched during last calendar year.

G RWwwN =
o

Sex
M male
F female.

Date of recovery
Where this is unknown the date of the reporting letter is given instead and is shown in brackets. A 00 in the date indicates that the
exact day or month are unknown.

Manner of recovery

v caught or trapped, and released with ring (controlled)

+ shot or killed by man

x found dead or dying

xA found long dead

() caught or trapped alive and not released, or released but with ring removed
B breeding when recovered

C recovered at colony

R  recovered in roost

/21 manner of recovery unknown.

Recoveries of Malta-ringed birds

This section deals with 42 recoveries of 16 species reported during the period 1997-1999. Only those recovered at
least 5 km away from the ringing site are included. The co-ordinates of the localities are given only once, when these
are first mentioned.

Cory’s Shearwater Calonectris diomedea
FF00610 4F 09.06.1983 Hal-Far: 35°49'N; 14°30'E
10.07.1996 Gharb: 36°03'N; 14°11’E, Gozo
European Storm-petrel Hydrobates pelagicus
2114213 4 10.07.1971 Filfla Istand: 35°47°N; 14°25'E
x{storm) 15.09.1989 Ameland: 53°25'N; 05°45'E, Strand, Netherlands
Moorhen Galiinuia ch/'orop'us
FF 01812 3 13.09.1997 Simar NR:35°57'N; 14°23’E, St. Paul's Bay
+ 00.05.1998 Ghajn Rihana: 35°55'N; 14°25’E, Mosta

Yeilow-iegged Guii Larus michaheliis

GG 0535 1 21.05.1993 Filfia Island
+ 00.00.1994 Bahar ic-Caghaq: 35°56'N; 14°27'E, Naxxar
GG 0716 1 21.05.1996 Filfla Island
1?2/ 07/11.09.1997 Morges: 46°30'N; 06°30°E, (Voud), Schweiz, Switzerland
GG 0359 1 29.05.1990 Filfla Island
X 17.04.1999 Malta International Airport: 35°52'N; 14°29’E, Luga
GG 0849 1 24.05.1999 Fiifla Island
x A 22.08.1999 Szeged-Feherto: 46°20'N; 20°05’E, Csongrad, Hungary

Wryneck Jynx torquilla

B 25040 4 10.05.1996 Wied I-Ahmar: 36°00°N; 14°18’E, , Comino
\% 11.05.1998 Seppa;ankyia: 63°27'N, 23°52'E, Veteli, Vaasa, Finland
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Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava

142 230 4M 25.04.1997
% 09.05.1997

Sand Martin Riparia riparia
115272 4 29.04.1993
v BC 21.07.1993

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica

47 590 4 30.04.1986
X 05.05.1987
144 209 4 M 13.04.1997
v 03.05.1997
146 331 4 M 22.04.1997
v 28.07.1997
146 091 4 M 16.04.1997
% 09.04.1998
143 403 4 F 21.04.1997
\Y 08.05.1998
146 861 4F 26.04.1998
+ 15.05.1998
141 863 4 16.04.1997
X (15.11.1998)
161 187 3 08.10.1998
v 06.08.1999
Robin Erithacus rubecula
124 639 4 15.10.1994
X 02.04.1996
143 354 3 20.10.1997
v 07.11.1997
148 982 3 11.11.1998
v 25.12.1998
Cetti’'s Warbier Cettia cetti
146 265 4 M 22.04.1997
v 06.05.1997
147 831 3F 14.06.1998

vB 12.06.1999

Reed Warbler Acrocephaius scirpaceus

133 641 3 22.10.1996
v 21.08.1998

Blackeap Syivia atricapilla

126 960 5M 24.03.1995
X 07.05.1997

143 873 3M 25.11.1997
v 24.01.1998

156 133 4F 18.04.1998
v 30.04.1998

Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis

147 495 4 04.05.1897
v 10.09.1998

Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix

9H 053 4 21.04.1999
% 24.04.1999

Simar NR, St. Paul’s Bay
Mechelinki: 54°37'N; 18°31'E, Gm, Kosakowo, Gdansk, Potand

Lunzjata Valley: 36°03'N; 14°14’E, Gozo
Mynamaki: 60°45’N; 21°54’E, Turku & Pori, Finland

Ramla Valley: 36°03'N; 14°17°E, Gozo
Zugdidskiy dist.: 42°31'N; 41°49'E, Georgia

Lunzjata Valley, Gozo
Lago di Burano: 42°24°N; 11°23’E, Capalbio, Grosseto, italy

Lunzjata Valley, Gozo
Vrhnika: 45°58'N; 14°18’E, Slovenia

Lunzjata Valley, Gozo
Lago Alimini Piccolo: 40°11°N; 18°27°E, Otranto, Lecce, Italy

Ghadira NR: 45°58'N; 14°21°E, | Mellieha
Lac de Mison: 44°19'N; 05°52'E, Upaix, Hautes-alpes, France

Lunzjata Valley, Gozo
Sasna Greda: 45°28'N; 16°30'E, Sisak, Croatia

Lunzjata Valley, Gozo
Umbra: 41°49'N; 16°02’E, Vico del Gargano, Foggia, ltaly

Lunzjata Valley, Gozo
Vrhnika: 45°58'N; 14°18’E, Slovenia

Ghadira NR, Mellieha
L.o. Mojkovac: 42°58'N; 19°35’E, Montenegro

Ghadira NR, Mellieha
Dwejra: 36°03'N; 14°11'E, San Lawrenz, Gozo

Ghadira NR, Mellieha
Targa Gap: 35°54'N; 14°25'E, Mosta

Lunzjata Valley, Gozo
Ghadira NR, Mellieha

Chadwick Lakes: 35°563'N; 14°23'E
Simar NR, St. Paul's Bay

Simar NR, St. Paul's Bay

Kolansko blato: 44°30'N; 14°58’E, Pag island, Croatia

Lunzjata Valley, Gozo
Kiagenfurt: 46°37°N; 14°28’E, Karnten, Austria

Ghadira NR, Mellieha,
Rabat: 35°53'N; 14°24'E, Malta

Wied i-Ahmar, Comino
Vrhnika: 45°48'N; 14°18'E, Slovenja

Wied |-Ahmar, Comino
Marsaleck: 32°00’N; 32°40°E, 75km E of Tobruk, Libya

Wied I-Ahmar, Comino
Simar NR, St. Paul's Bay

40



II-Merill 31 2005

Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita

6B 175 4
X (raptor)
5B 677 4
v
5B 678 4
Y
3F 141 2
v
3F 152 2
\%
OF 387 2
v
7F 268 2
v
3F 169 2
v
4F 547 2
v
6F 362 2
v
8F 183 2
v

03.02.1990
14.04.1991

09.02.1997
18.03.1997

09.02.1997
13.04.1997

04.11.1996
24.04.1997

04.11.1996
18.10.1997

10.11.1995
08.12.1997

26.12.1997
13.01.1998

07.11.1996
18.02.1998

14.12.1996
01.04.1998

30.12.1997
07.11.1998

06.03.1999
26.03.1999

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus

6F 940

3F 505

4

\

11.05.1997
12.05.1997

(34hrs later)

12.10.1996
26.04.1998

Bingemma: 35°54'N; 14°22'E
Nakri: 49°07'N; 14°20°E, Ceske Budejovice, Czech Repubilic

Ghadira NR, Mellieha
La Passata: 45°47°N; 09°43'E, Miraglio, Zogna, Bergamo, ltaly

Ghadira NR, Mellieha
Praha-Krc: 50°02'N; 14°27°E, Praha, Czech Republic

Lunzjata Valley, Gozo
Liban: 49°52°'N; 15°49’E, Chrudim, Czech Republic

Lunzjata Valley, Gozo
Sturmovci: 46°23'N; 15°55’E, Ptuj, Slovenia

Ghadira NR, Mellieha
Rabat, Malta

Lunzjata Valley, Gozo
Ghadira NR, Meliieha

Lunzjata Valley, Gozo
Ghadira NR, Mellieha

Lunzjata Vailey, Gozo
Isonzo Cona: 45°45'N; 13°31’E, Staranzano, Gorizia, ltaly

Simar NR, St. Paul's Bay
Targa Gap, Mosta

Rabat, Malta
Hostavice: 50°00'N; 15°52'E, Pardubice, Czech Republic

Rabat, Malta
Capri Island: 40°33'N; 14°13'E, Castello Barbarossa, Anacapri, Napoli, Italy

Simar NR, St. Paul's Bay
Ventoten Island: 40°47’N; 13°25’E, Ventotene, Latina, italy

Foreign-ringed birds recovered in Malta

R T e e = I

European Storm-petrel Hydrobates pelagicus

Bologna
KN 03195

4

¥
X

- Tals

s oo Ao ala sasitle £ H
This section deals with 39 lu|cnd|l"f'l|lycd

02.07.1994

02.07.1998

Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax

Moskwa

D 900 878

Bucarest
B 5423

Osprey Pandion haliaetus

Hefsinki
408 82

Helsinki
M 37 867

1

+

1

+

27.07.1977
09.11.1977
02.07.1995
09.10.1995

20.07.1997
17.09.1997

15.07.1995
24.09.1997

Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus

Matsalu
T 746

1

+F

25.06.1994
07.10.1994

HEPN o ~F e H
ed birds of 22 species recovered in Malta. The symbols and terms used

the same as those in the previous section

Marettimo Island: 37°58'N; 12°03’E, Favignana, Trapani, Sicily, Italy
Filfla Island

Nizovya Tiliguiskogu limana: 46°40'N; 31°09’E, Odessa O. Ukraine

nnnnnnn

Mihesu de Cimpie: 46°37'N; 21°20°E, jud. Mures, Romania
Dingli: 35°51'N; 14°24’E

Sysma, Mikkeli, Finland (co-ordinates withheld)
Dingli Cliffs: 35°51'N; 14°23'E

Jamsa, Keski-Suomi, Finland (co-ordinates withheld)
Comino

Vastsekivi lake: 57°50’N; 26°29'E, Kobela, Voru, Estonia
Fomm ir-Rih: 35°53'N; 14°24'E
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Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus

Helsinki 1 28.06.1999 Kruunupyy: 63°38'N; 23°13’E, Vaasa, Finland
S 186 338 % 20.12.1999 Ta' Gawar Valley: 35°51'N; 14°29°E, Luga

Duntin Calidris alpina

Kiev 4 11.05.1999 Odessa O.: 45°54°N; 14°21°E, Ukraine
CS 03743 v 15/16.09.1999 Ghadira NR, Mellieha

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos

Bologna 6 15.07.1997 Ponte La Tronara: 41°01’N; 14°01’E, Cancello Ed Arnone, Caserta, ltaly
ZN 16 602 v 21.07.1997 Ghadira NR, Mellieha

Audouin’s Gull Larus audouinii

Athens 1 23.06.1998 Fournoi: 37°30’'N; 26°30'E, Samos, Greece
P 000 554 X 10.10.1998 off Delimara: 35°49'N; 14°34'E

Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava

Budapest 3 01.08.1996 Akaszto: 46°43'N; 19°12°E, Bacs-Kiskun, Hungary
X98 071 v R 10.09.1996 Simar NR, St. Paul’s Bay

Sand Martin Riparia riparia
Budapest 3 27.07.1996 Biatorbagy: 47°30'N; 18°49’E, Pest, Hungary
T29 146 v 25.04.1997 Simar N.R., St. Paul's Bay

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica

Ljubijana 3 30.08.1990 Ormoz: 46°25'N; 16°10°E, (jezero), Slovenia

A 460 934 x cat 19.04.1997 Sliema: 35°55'N; 14°30'E

Hiddensee 3 05.09.1994 Dachwig: 51 04'N; 10 51’E, Erfurt, Thuringen, Germany
VB 23 340 v M 06.04.1997 Lunzjata Valley, Gozo

Bologna 3 26.08.1995 Valle Campotto: 44°35’N; 11°51°E, Argenta, Ferrara, ltaly
K779 365 Y 28.09.1996 Simar NR, St.Paul’s Bay

Budapest 3 10.09.1995 Kis-Balaton: 46°40’'N; 17°15'E, Zala, Hunagry

H 87 636 vF 29.05.1996 Marsalforn Valley: 36°03'N; 14°16'E, Gozo

Bologna 3 11.09.1995 Fiume Metauro: 43°49°N; 13°03'E, Fano, Pesaro, ltaly
K813 131 v 29.05.1996 Marsalforn Valley, Gozo

Zagreb 3 07.09.1995 Draganici fishpond: 45°34’N; 15°38’E, Karlovac, Croatia
BA 91179 v 22.09.1897 Rabat, Malta

Bologna 4 08.09.1995 Valle Campotto, Argenta, Ferrara, italy

K781 290 vM 02.04.1997 Lunzjata Valley, Gozo

Bologna 3 17.08.1996 Fiume Metauro, Fano, Pesaro, ltaly

K933 594 vF 24.04.1997 Lunzjata Valley, Gozo

Bologna 3 03.08.1997 Foce Fiume Musone: 43°28'N; 13°39°E, Numana, Ancona, Htaly
AB 15932 v 22.09.1997 Ghadira NR, Mellieha

Budapest 3 01.10.1997 Fenekpuszia: 46°44’'N; 17°14’'E, Zala, Hungary

M 85 683 v 16.10.1997 Simar NR. St.Paul’s Bay

Ljubljana 3 02.09.1997 Skofljica: 45°58'N; 14°34’E, Ljubljansko barje, Slovenia
S 76454 v 05.05.1998 Ghadira NR, Meliieha

Hiddensee 1 22.07.1999 Joachimsthal: 53°00°’N; 13°42’'E, Barnim, Brandenburg, Germany
7A 50716 v 10.10.1999 Lunzjata Valley, Gozo

Robin Erithacus rubeula

Bologna 2 07.10.1995 Brasimone: 44°09°N; 11°06’E, Camugnano, Bologna, italy
K229 382 v 28.10.1998 Ghaijn Zejtuna: 35°58°N; 14°22’E, Mellieha

Bluethroat Luscinia svecica

Praha 3F 09.04.1998 Musov: 48°54°N; 16°36°E, Breclav, Czech Republic
S 114 671 v 22/28.09.1998 Ghadira NR, Mellieha
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Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus

Bologna 3 06.09.1997
K 952 638 v 16.10.1997

Palude di Colfiorito: 43°02’'N; 12°55’E, Foligno, Perugia, ltaly
Ghadira NR, Mellieha

Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus

Madrid 3F 29.08.1993
252. 4255 v 24.04.1997

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla

Bologna 5F 25.04.1999
L. 048 7932 % 13.10.1999

Garden Warbler Syivia borin
Ljubljana 4 23.08.1996
A 820980 v 12/14.05.1998

Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita

Praha 3 15.08.1998
F 5577 v 22.10.1998
Stavanger 2 29.08.1997
L 695 90 v 01.11.1998
Ljubljana 2 23.09.1998
S$92678 v 07.12.1998

24.02.1999
Praha 2 04.08.1998
F 5530 v 09.02.1999
Praha 3 26.07.1998
P 13351 v 19.03.1999

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus

Bologna 4 18.04.1996
VP 003338 v 17.04.1999

Pied Fiycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca

Madrid 3M 30.08.1995
295 699 v 27.04.1997

Greenfinch Carduelis chioris

Budapest 5F 15.01.1997
X 81599 X 23.12.1998

Siskin Carduelis spinus

London 4 M 09.07.1997
K 440265 () 03.11.1957

Rio Blanco: 37°33'N; 05°04'W, Ecija, Seville, Spain
Ghadira NR, Mellieha

Monte Brisighella: 43°56'N; 12°50’E, Pesaro, Italy
Rabat, Malta

Dvorjane: 46°30°'N; 15°47°E, Maribor, Slovenia
Wied |-Isperanza: 35°54°N; 14°25'E, Mosta

Divcice: 49°07'N; 14°18’E, Ceske Budejovice, Czech Republic
Lunzjata Valley, Gozo

Stavsenga: 63°18'N; 10°16’E, Trondheim, Sor-Trondelag, Norway
Lunzjata Valtey, Gozo

Skofljica — 1g: 45°59’N; 14°34’E, Ljubljansko barje, Slovenia
Simar NR, St. Paul's Bay
ibidem

Divcice: 49°07°N; 14°18'E; Ceske Budejovice, Czech Republic
Simar NR, St. Paul's Bay

Horka: 49°53'N; 15°55’E, Chrudim, Czech Repubilic
Lunzjata Valley, Gozo

Monte Brisighella, Pesaro, ltaly
Ghadira NR, Mellieha

Guadalix de la Sierra: 40°47'N; 03°41'W, Madrid, Spain
Wied I-Ahmar, Comino

Budapest Ker: 47°28'N; 19°02'E, Pest, Hungary
Bahar ic-Caghaq: 35°56'N; 14°27'E, Naxxar

Castle Sween: 55°56'N; 05°40°'W, Knabdale, Strathclyde Scotland

\ NN VN ) A
Wardija: 36°03'N; 14°13'E, Kercem, Gozo
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SELECTED RETRAPS

This section deals with a selected number of interesting retraps, which were reported by ringers during the period 1997-
1999. Retraps are ringed birds recaptured at the same site where they were originally ringed. These are mainly
birds which are residents, breeding visitors, or winter visitors. Occasionally they may also be migrants using the same
migratory route and the same resting/feeding areas in the following years. These selected retraps are presented below
by species in the categories mentioned above. Ringing and retrap details are given in columns in the following order: Ring
Number, Age/Sex, Ringing Date, Retrap Date, Locality, and Remarks (giving the time of years and months between the
ringing and retrap dates; in the case of winter visitors giving the number of winters after ringing date). Age and sex codes
are the same as used in the previous section for recoveries.

Residents
Moorhen Gallinula chioropus (started breeding in recent years and several pairs are found in a few places such as Ghadira & Simar)
FF01678 5F 28.11.91 11.06.98 Ghadira NR 6 years 7 months
FF01670 1 15.09.96 30.10.99 Simar NR ringed as pulius (3 years 1 month 15 days old)
Biue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius
CC0305 5M 30.03.94 09.05.97 Comino 3 years 2 months
Cetti’'s Warbler Cettia cetti
97346 4 F 21.09.92 07.05.97 Ghajn Zejtuna 4 years 8 months
98014 2M 18.10.91 18.05.97 Lunzjata Valley (G) 5 years 7 months
112791 2M 03.09.93 21.06.97 Bingemma 3 years 9 months
ditto 15.08.97 Bingemma retrapped the 2nd time 2 months later
90948 4 M 16.10.91 13.09.97 Ghajn Zejtuna 5 years 11 months
99308 3M 22.07.92 30.05.98 Buskett 5 years 10 months
75113 3F 22.07.90 21.01.99 Buskett 8 years 6 months
Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis
9B723 4F 26.06.93 13.07.97 Chadwick Lakes 4 years 1 month
6E 781 3 06.09.93 15.05.98 Ghadira NR 4 years 8 months
ditto 19.09.98 Ghadira NR retrapped the 2nd time 4 months later)
9B320 3F 16.10.94 13.10.98 Lunzjata Valley (G) 4 years
Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala
93489 3J 30.05.92 16.02.97 Buskett 4 years 9 months
ditto 10.02.99 Buskett retrapped the 2nd time 2 years later (6 years 9 months in all)
59815 3M 21.07.91 23.02.97 Simar NR 5 years 7 months
ditto 28.12.97 Simar NR retrapped the 2nd time (in all 6 years 5 months)
ditto 28.12.98 Simar NR retrapped the 3rd time (in ali 7 years 5 months)
99883 4 M 08.08.92 15.08.97 Buskett 5 years
ditto 26.07.98 Buskett retrapped the 2nd time a year later (6 years in all)
100103 4 M 22.04.92 27.04.98 Manoel Island 6 years
ditto 10.04.99 Manoe! Island retrapped the 2nd time a year later (7 years in all)
100479 3F 10.07.92 07.06.98 Rabat 5 years 11 months
112181 3M 04.07.93 16.08.98 Chadwick Lakes 5 years 1 month
100317 2M 26.12.91 11.11.98 Rabat (M) 6 years 11 months
Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis
B02452 4 M 09.05.87 19.03.97 Ghadira NR 9 years 10 months
B11054 4 F 16.04.91 17.04.97 Comino 6 years
B07739 4 M 20.09.87 19.04.97 Simar NR 9 years 7 months
B10113 3 M 24.09.90 07.05.97 Ghadira NR 6 years 8 months
B10850 4M 28.03.91 10.07.97 Ghadira NR 6 years 4 months
ditto 28.01.98 Ghadira NR retrapped the 2nd time 6 months later
B10459 3J 03.08.91 23.02.98 Lunzjata Valley (G) 6 years 6 months
812668 3d 19.05.92 21.04.88 Manoel isiand 5 years 11 months
B01734 34 M 27.06.90 09.06.98 Ghadira NR 8 years
B12994 3J 25.08.92 26.07.98 Buskett 5 years 11 months
B13801 3J 21.05.92 25.03.99 Manoel Island 6 years 10 months
B13738 3dM 13.06.92 19.06.99 Ghadira NR 7 years

Tree Sparrow Passer montanus

B18820 4F (br.patch) 098.07.95 01.06.97 Chadwick Lakes 1 year 11 months
104949 2 19.10.92 24.08.97 Rabat (M) 4 years 10 months

Breeding Visitors
Cory’s Shearwater Calonectris diomedea
FF00463 1M 20.08.84 08.05.96 Hal-Far ringed as pullus and retrapped after 12 years at natal site
FF00665 4M 11.06.84 24.06.97 Wied Znuber 13 years (breeding when ringed and retrapped)
FF00692 4M 23.07.84 01.07.98 Hal-Far 14 years (breeding when ringed and retrapped)
FFO0609 4M 23.03.84 22.06.99 Hal-Far 15 years (breeding when retrapped)
FF00670 4F 26.06.84 27.06.99 Wied Sansuna 15 years (breeding when ringed and retrapped})
FFO0153 4M 21.06.80 05.08.99 Filfla 19 years (breeding when retrapped)
FF00087 4M 29.05.82 05.08.99 Filfla 17 years (breeding when retrapped)
FF00255 4F 07.08.82 05.08.99 Filfla 17 years
FF00751 4M 26.05.84 05.08.99 Filfa 15 years (breeding when retrapped)
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Yelkouan Shearwater Puffinus yelkouan

EE00505 4 02.02.89 17.02.99 L-Ahrax 10 years

European Storm-petrel Hydrobates pelagicus

2162912 4 18.06.77 02.07.98 Filfla 21 years

2172460 4 18.06.77 02.07.98 Filfla 21 years

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius (passage migrant but 1-2 pairs have been breeding at Ghadira NR since 1995)
NR73267 4 M breeding 03.08.95 22.09.98 Ghadira NR 3 years—returning to its breeding site

Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus
(Started breeding at Simar in 1995—it is generally a fairly common autumn migrant but rather scarce in spring)

119591 1 04.07.96 04.07.97 Simar NR ringed in the nest and returned after 1 year to its natal site
119594 3 28.07.96 05.07.97 Simar NR 11 months 8 days—returning to its breeding site

119597 4 28.07.96 05.08.97 Simar NR 1 year 8 days—returning to its breeding site

119601 4 01.08.96 05.08.97 Simar NR 1 year 4 days— returning to its breeding site

ditto 06.06.98 retrapped the 2nd time 10 months later at the breeding site
119647 4 13.08.96 15.08.97 Simar NR 1 year 2 days—returning to its breeding site

ditto 02.08.98 retrapped the 2nd time 1 year later at the breeding site
119442 1 30.06.95 (Salina) 19.07.98 Simar NR ringed as pullus at Salina 3 km away

142380 4 14.06.97 15.08.98 Simar NR 1 year 2 months—returning to its breeding site

Winter Visitors
(most of these are autumn migrants but they also over-winter)
Water Rail Rallus aquaticus

EE00074 5M 28.01.93 01.01.97 Ghadira NR 3 winters

DN97785 3F 01.11.95 25.01.99 Ghadira NR 3 winters

Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis

120921 2 03.12.94 07.11.98 Lunzjata Valley (G) 4 winters

105986 4 24.02.93 10.02.99 Ghadira NR 6 winters

124982 3 14.11.94 10.03.99 Ghadira NR 4 winters

Robin Erithacus rubecula

120551 3 06.11.93 28.10.97 Lunzjata Valley (G) 3 winters

ditto 14.03.98 retrapped the 2nd time a winter later
133565 3 18.11.96 28.10.98 Ghajn Zejtuna 2 years later (possibly passing through)
136394 3 15.10.96 17.10.98 Ghadira NR 2 years later (possibly passing through)
133117 2 07.11.95 10.11.98 Ghajn Zejtuna 3 years later (possibly passing through)
135714 3 25.10.95 18.11.98 Rabat (M) 3 years and 1 month

121902 3 31.12.96 21.01.99 Buskett 2 years 1 month (2 winters)
Common Stonechat Saxicola tofquatus

135134 3F 13.10.95 24.10.98 Lunzjata Valley (G) 3 years later

138734 3F 04.11.96 23.01.99 Lunzjata Valley (G) 3 winters

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla

99114 5M 18.01.92 02.02.97 Buskett 4 winters

106798 5M 19.03.93 14.02.98 Buskett 5 winters

89241 4 M 03.03.91 18.11.98 Rabat (M) 8 winters

108603 4F 14.03.93 05.01.99 Rabat (M) 6 winters

123145 5M 14.02.95 05.04.99 Ghadira NR 4 winters

Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita

9B707 4 25.01.93 09.02.97 Simar NR 4 winters

6E382 2 30.11.93 08.01.98 Ghadira NR 4 winters

9B274 4 30.01.94 08.02.98 Lunzjata Valley (G) 4 winters

2E288 4 20.01.94 22.03.98 Ghadira NR 4 winters

9E238 2 01.11.94 0t1.12.98 Targa Gap 4 winters

1F409 2 21.12.95 01.03.99 Ghadira NR 4 winters

0F807 2 23.11.95 04.12.99 Lunzjata Valley(G) 4 winters

(12 other Chiffchaffs were each retrapped after 3 winters at Ghadira NR (8), Lunzjata Valley (3), and Simar NR (1))

Migrants
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos
BV1228 3 07.08.96 23.07.99 Ghadira NR 2 years 11 months
Kingfisher Alcedo atthis (autumn migrant, but some birds overwinter)
SA75832 3 24.09.96 02.00.97 Ghadira NR 1 year
SA75835 3M 18.08.97 14.09.98 Ghadira NR 1 year 1 month
Wryneck Jynx torquilla (autumn and spring migrant but some birds overwinter)
B16936 2 23.10.96 16.10.97 Ghadira NR 1 year
B16981 2 01.01.97 11.10.97 Ghadira NR 9 months
Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus (see note above for this species under Breeding Visitors)
104185 3 19.09.92 22.08.97 Ghadira NR using the same autumn route 4 years 11 months later

Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus
B19253 3F 19.09.97 29.09.98 Simar NR using the same autumn route a year later.
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