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THE DWARF MALTESE SWAN 

E. MARJORIE NORTilCOTE 

Bate (1916) gave the name Cygnus equitum to fossil bones she considered to be those 
of a dwarf extinct swan. Lambrecht ( 1933) and Howard ( 1964) agreed with Bate. However, 
the eminent authority Brodkorb (1964) named these bones Anser equitum, considering them to 
belong to a large extinct goose. Bate (1916) briefly described the holotype (a carpo­
metacarpus) and paratypes Ca proximal humerus and a coracoid) that came from deposits at 
Ghar Dalam, Malta. 1his type-series (Specimens 20 and 21) is in the National ~1useum of 
Natural History, Malta <NMM). Casts of the bones (Specimens A1613, A1614, and P.1615l, 
labelled Anser eguitum, are in the British Museum <Natural History) (BMNHl. other 
anser i form bones from those museums and the University Museum of Zoology, Cambr ( Ui\1ZC) 
I found further equitum fossils (chiefly also of fore-limbs) from elsewhere in It 
is now possible to ascertain the genus and affinities of the bird and suggest its size, 
form and habit, particularly with respect to Bate's claim that equitum was flightless. 

lhe equitum specimens came from the same LeveL as giant Maltese Swans c. falconeri 
Parker, 1865 and giant Maltese Cranes Grus melitensis Lydekker, 1890 assigned elsewhere 
<Northcote 1982a,b, 1981-83, 1984-85) tc a period equivalent to the lpswichian (cemian) 
Interglacial Stage of more northern countriesp i.e., about 125,000 years ago. 

n equitum 

humerus 

-" 
Greylag 

Geese -" 
Whooper 
Swans -" 

Bewick's 
Swans 

Mute 
n Swans 

----
:: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::;::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::: 

max. length 2 197.15 6 169.37 28 275.5 8 : 233.3 33 290.9 
min. shaft 
width 2 9.60 6 9.38 28 12.30 8 10.91 33 12.29 

: -- -- -- -- -- ----ulna 
::::;:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::: 

max~ length 2 c .187 7 : 152.77 25 259.7 : 8 219.5 : 28 :257.3 : 
min. shaft : : 
width 2 7.80 7 7.86 : 25 10.16 : 8 8.79 28 9.80 

- - -- ------carpomet. 
.. :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
max. length : 4 9!.18 5 96.44 : 17 !37 .47 2 118.90 9 133.36 

max dorso-
ventral width 4 7.95 5 5.66 17 8.16 2 : 6.20 9 7.67 
met. majus. 

: ·-- - -- -- ------phalanx 
::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::;:::::::::::::::::::.::::::::::::: :::::::::: 

maxo length 9 33.42 : 2 : 43.40 16 58.29 2 51.15 5 51.42 

--~m~---- --- ----------
: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : ! : : : : : : : : : : : : : ~ : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 

max. length 
min. shaft 
width 

c. 79 

9.90 6 

80.!6 26 

7.52 26 

108.78 94.33 }L, 104.67 

10.46 9.39 34 10.20 

TABLE 1. Mean limb-bone measurements (mm) of eguitum, Greylag Geese and extant 
Palearctic swans. 
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Captions for figures 

Where appropriate a, goose; c, Whooper Swan. 

Fig. 1. Cranium. b, equitum BMNH 3267. 

Figs 2 and 3. Cranial extremity of scapula and coracoid respectively. 
b, equitum BMNH AS218 and A5221. 

Fig.4. Proximal extremity of humerus. b, equitum BMNH A5222. 
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Figs 5 and 6.i. Shaft of ulna BMNH A5225 and distal carpometacarpus ~l Q.102. FZS 
respectively of equitum showing flight feather follicles. 

Figs 6.ii and iii. Cranial and dorsal aspects respectively of proximal extremity of 
carpometacarpus. b, equitum BMNH A5225. 

Fig.7. Dorsal aspect of chief wing phalanx. b, equitum BMNH A5219. 

Figs 8 and 9. Cranial surface of distal extremity of femur and tarsornetatarsus 
respectively. b, equitum BMNH A5812 and A5810 respectively. 

coracoid Whooper Swan 
Mute Swan equitum 

Greylag Goose 

humerus 

ulna 

carpomet. 

phalanx 

femur 

-0.25 0.05 

Fig. 10. Ratio diagram comparing mean lengths for six bones of Greylag Geese, Whooper 
and Mute Swans and equitum. 

Comparisons with extant European Anserini show the bird was indeed a swan. So far, 
the only goose-like characters are the relatively small size Clable I l, one feature on the 
proximal humerus CBl CFig.4) and one each on distal femur CCl and tarsometatarsus (D) 

\Figs 8 and 9). lhe relatively larger beak indicated by accommodation of larger muscles 
and ligaments (A) (Fig. ll, characteristic shape of scapula and coracoid (Figs 2 and 3), 
and chief hand bones (Figs 6ii,iii and 7), 'stoutness' of the limb bones (from lable 1) 
and ratios of their lengths to one another (fig. 10), all show the overall skeletal 
structure of equitum to be less like geese than swans. Absence of a bony bill knob 
especially (fig. 1), two features on the humerus and ratio (femur Length : humerus length) 
(from 1able 1), taken together, indicote affinity between c. equitum and Whooper and 
Bewick's Swans, C. cygnus and C. bewickii respectively, rather than Mute Swans C. olor. 
However, the relative shortness of the chief hand bones, similar to that 1n Mute Swans, 
combined with the actual shortness of the limb bones and greater 'stoutness' of 
metacarpus and femur compared to other European swans justify Bate's (1916) desi ion 
of it as a separate species. 

Using scaling formulae I estimate mean weight of c. equitum as 3.5-4kge 1hough within 
ranges for the Largest European Geese {Greylag Geese) and the smallest swans (Bewick's 
Swans), this is Less than mean weight of the latter (6.05 kg.) (data from Scott e-t c:l.l. 
1972)~ C. equitum is the smallest known swan. 
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lhe coracoids of C. equitum are relatively longer than in other swans (e.q. 74.7mm 
for both it and the Larger Bewick 1 S) so its body may have been comparatively b;oader. 

Usl its wing-bone Lengths plus the calculated distance between its humeri as well 
as formu based on its WGight, [estimate the feathered wing span of c. equi-tum as 
approximately 1.5m. Compared to other swans, its wings were probably more 'eLLiptical'­

ter 'stoutness' of carpometacarpus and perhaps ulna suggests a higher camber; also, 
relatively short hand 'indicates Less attenua7ion than the 1 high-speed' wings 0 -;=, for 

example, W'hooper Swans. lhe body and wing shapes I propose for c. equitum and greater 
simiLarity of its distal wlng-bone proportions to the more sedentary ~Jl,ute than the 
mi Whooper and Bewick's Swans suggest it did not fly far9 However, there is no 
ev dence support Bate's (1916) assertion, subsequently quoted by other workers. that 
C~ equitum had a reduced carpometacarpus and lacked fl lght feathers and was, ther~fore, 
flightless. lndeed there was no reduction either of 'stoutness' and relative le~ngths 
of wine; bones or coracoid or of major flight muscLes, Jts wings were fuLLy feathered as 
eviden~ed by the presence of fLight feather follicles on ulna and carpometacarpus (Figs 
and 6.i) and it was light enough to fly. 

c. equitum was abundant and ~t.'idespread on ~rhe island and occurred near both fresh 
and brackish water. lhe goose-Like characters noted above suggest it may have walked weLl 
on land and, en like other swans, could have taken off and a l i ghted on the ground. 

Remai11s of Whooper Swans are found with those of the reLated c. equitum and 
c. falconeri. l he first occurs at other LeveLs eLsewhere l n Europe but the "two other swans 
are found only in IntergLacial deposits of SicuLo/Malta and were evidently endemic, maybe 
indigenous. During the ca. 21,COO years of the Interglacial, SlcuLo/Malta was isolated 
from the mainland by very strong currents in the Straits of Messina (5ondaar and 
Boekschoten 1967). On the island, mild climate, plentiful food and Lack of predators 
( Northcote 198 ·, -83) would have obviated dispersal or escape and encouraged speciation. 
Rapid climatic changes terminated the interglacial (Starkel 1977). lhe Less specialised 
Whooper Swans migrated; c. falconeri, that had r·educed flight ability (Northcote 1981-83) 
and C~ equi~um, perhaps unable to fly far, became extinct. 
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THE BREEDING POPULATION OF THE BLUE ROCK THRUSH 
MONT/COLA SOL/TAR/US ON COMINO ISLAND IN 1988 

RAYMOND GALEA & RAYMOND CARUANA 

Introduction 

For the pag 15-20 years, Camino was visited annually in spring, mostly by members 
of the Malta Ornithological Society. Records of birds seen were always kept and the 
Blue Rock lhrush Mon-ticola solitarius was always listed. Estimates of the breeding popu­
lation were always based on the number of birds seen. Five to ten pairs was the usual 
estimate. lhe authors of this paper tried to monitor the exact number of Blue Rock 
lnrushes breeding on the island in 1988. 

lne Blue Rock lhrush is a fairly common breeding resident in the Maltese Islands. It 
is mainly found breeding along sea cliffs, but some pairs are still to be found inland 
alcmg hills, rocky valleys as well as in some fortifications. lhe nest is mostly buiLt 
in crags in cliff faces. (Sultana & Gauci 1982). 

The Study Area 

lhe island of Camino separates the main isLands of Malta and Gozo and occupies 
2.6 sq.km (1 sq.milel. 1he Upper Coralline Limestone rises from the sea to 75 m on 
south-west side, from where it slopes towards the north-west. It is an exposed and 
barren island with little remaining agriculture except in the Santa Marija valley. 
Camino has a coastLine of about 9 .. 6 km. (Boffa 1966). 

orly 
the 

Method and Results 

lhe island was visited twice for this census- on 17th and 30 April 1988. Obser­
vations were mostly based on singing males. At this time of year females wiLL be in the 
nest incubating; in fact no females were observed during either visit& A male singing, 
displaying, or calling the characteristic alarm caLL more than once ln the same area 
was counted as a breeding pair. Both visits started early in the morning from Santa 
Marija bay, walking very slowly along the cliffs, covering practically the whole of the 
island 1 s coastline. Only a few places were not covered as they did not offer sulteble 
habitat for the breeding of this species. 

1st Visit - 17th April 1988 

2 

3 

4 

lhe first male Blue Rock lhrush was observed singing and flying for short 
distances close to the cliffs about 900m to the east of Santa Marija bay. lhis 
bird was also noted flying towards a small chapel in this same bay. lhis chapel 
must be a watchpoint marking its territory because it was watched going there 
several times, even in past years~ 
lhe second bird was seen and heard singing twice; once on a small stone hide at 
ll-Hamra and then at a point some distance away from the Redoubt at ll-Miskta. 

CLose to the Comino lower another singing male was present. It was later seen on 
the cemetry walls. 

At laht il-Mazz a male was observed chasing another male bird, probably the one 
seen earlier close to the lower (no: 3). lhis behaviour made it cLear that these 
two birds had overlapping territories and were nesting somewhere along the cliffs 
below. 

Another singing male was later observed perched on an electricity pole at la' Savier. 
As this place does not offer ideal breeding habitat for this specie~ it was assumed that 
it was one of the males seen chasing each other at laht il-Mazz. Observations ended 
at the starting point, i.e. at Santa Marija bay. 

2nd Visit - 30th April 1988 

lhis v.isit started at the same time and place as the previous one and the same 
route was taken. 

At a point between L'lmnieri and I L-Ponta taL-!1!1erieha, a pair of Blue Rock lhrushes 
was uttering alarm calls to each other very frequently and excitedly, on the rocks 
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below the cliffs6 1his was presumably because of our presence and suggested that 
they had hatched young l11 the nest. lhis area is fhe same place were we observed 
the 1st male on the first visit. 

lhe singing male close to the Redoubt in the first visit was again observed in the 
same area. 

A male bird was observed entering its nesting hole with a smaLl lizard F'odarc::is 
filfolensis hanging from its biLL, at 1aht il-Mazz. lhis suggested +hat this bird 
was either feeding its mate or it had young in the nest. 

4 lhe other male believed to have its territory over lapp that of no:3 at 
laht il-Mazz, was n seen hunting inland from laht i while we were still 
observing the male no:3 with prey in its mouth. 

No other birds were seen during this visiL On both visits no Blue Rock lhrushes 
were observed on the smaller isLet of Cominotto, although observations were only n1ade 
from Camino. After these two visits it was concluded that the breeding population of 
the BLue Rock lhrush on the island of Camino was mace up of four pairs. 

---------· 

N 

- _j~_ 

Map of Camino showing breeding areas of 4 Blue Rock Thrush pairs in Spring 1988. 
Numbers 1 to 4 (circled) refer to numbers in the text. Names of places mentioned in 
the text are all marked on the map. 

Conclusion 

SimiLar exercises in the future wiLL show if the population of the Blue Hock lhrush 
on Camino is a stable one or ~ot. 1f the popuLation will remain the same for several years 
it can be assumed that this i Land can only hold four pairs. lhere are many suitable 
nesting places where these bir scan nest but the feeding areas on top of the island play 
an important part in the terr tory of such species. 
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A typical nesting-site of the Blue Rock Thrush on Camino Island, with loose rocks beneath 
the cliffs. (Photo : Raymond Caruana) 

It is also a fact that stealing of young from the pairs at laht il-Mazz takes place 
every year. lhis might also have an effect on the breeding population of this bird on the 
island, 

Summary 

A census of Blue Rock lhrushes breeding on the island of Camino in April 1988 
located 4 singing males, observed during two visits by the authors. No birds were found 
breeding inland. Inland nesting is practically impossible as all ruins and other 
buildings on the island are all subject to human predation and disturbance. All birds 
observed were breeding in almost inaccessible parts of the cliffs. It is also to be 
nored that the four pairs located all chose a habitat with loose rocks beneath the 
nesting-site. 
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A REVIEW OF THE BREEDING POPULATION OF THE 
YELLOW-LEGGED GULL LARUS CACHINNANS IN THE 

MALTESE ISLANDS 

JOb~ BORG & RICHARD CACHIA ZAMMIT 

1 he Yellow- Legged Gull Larus cachinnans is a common winter v lsi tor and a fairLy 
common breeding resident in the Maltese Islands. !tis found breeding ln a few small 
scattered coLonies along the south-western coasts of flialta and Gozo as well as on the 
islet of Filfla (Sultana & Gauci 1982l. Bannerman & Vella-Gafflero ( 1976) wrongly clalm 
that it also breeds on Comino. Breeding there could not be confirmed during the past 20 

and there have never been any breeding r6·cords for Comino in the Literature 
& Gauci 1982). 

Several visits to the sec-cliffs of the r~altese !slan::is were carried out from 
February to June 1987 by the present writers in order to estimate the breeding population 
of this species~ No ne·w colonies were found and only the four already documented 
breeding sites were Loc::lted. A summary of the history of these colonies foLLows: 

Dingli Cliffs 

lhis is the only colony of this gull on mainland Malta. It was reported to hold 
some 30 pairs in 1968 (Sultana & Gaucl 1968)~ 30+ individuaLs were counted there on 

1977 CCachia Zammit & Attard Montalto 1980), out this figure may have included 
considering the time of the yearo in 1987, the authors counted ebout 30 
at the site. 

Ta' Cenc Cliffs 

lhese cliffs ln Gozo used to hold the larg·est colony of Yellow-legged Gull:; in the 
Maltese Islands and about 80 to 100 oairs have been recorded breedlno there (Sultana et: al. 
1975). f, decline ln numbers was noted ln 1976 when only 50+ adults ~/ere counted in 

il-~·1ay (Sultana & Gaucl 1977-78/. lhere wen~ stiLL some 30 pairs occupyi the 
l n 1981 (Sultana & Gauc i 1982). 1 he decLine has continued and it has most 

evJdent during these last years. Only 7 pairs were found to occupy the area in 1987. 

Wardij a Point 

l his colony is situated some 6 km west north-west of l a' Cenc. l he area had been 
reported to hoLd some 20 pairs (Sultana & Gauci 1982) 1 but in 1987 only about 9 pairs 
were found breeding there. 

Filfla 

WhiLe a marked decline was noted in all the other colonies, the one on this islet 
has been on the increase in the Last 17 years. lhe YeLLow--Legged Gull started colonizing 
the isLet in the late thirties CSultana & Gauci 1970). Fitfla was used as a bornbing 

and the ion there has been increasing since bombing practice ceased in 1971 
a & Gauc 1982). In May 1974, the colony held 140• adults CGauci & Sultana 1975). 

lhe numbers continued to increase and by 1981 the population had increased to about 120 
pairs (Sultana & Gauci 1982). In 1987 some 200 adults were counted. 

James { 1984) reports 135 breeding pairs for the !V'talte~;e IsLands. In 1987 
nt writers estima'ted the population of this species in the Maltese I 

pairs 1 80% of which are found breeding on F!lfLa. 
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A REVIEW OF THE STATUS OF THE GANNET SULA 
BASSANA IN MALTESE WATERS 

JOSEPH M. MANGION, CHARLES COLEIRO & ~Wu\UEL MALLIA 

lhe Gannet Sula bassana is a scarce winter visitor in Maltese waters, witr, about 
t,sn birds recorded annually. It occurs mostly from October to l~arch (Sultana & Gauci 
1982), It was first recorded by N. lagliaferro (1892- In Despott 1917) and was first 
recorded as a regular winter visitor by Gibb ( 1951). 

lhe dearth of regular sea-bird watching previous to 1986 is reflected in the low 
numbers of Gannets recorded. From 1986 to 1988, regular sea-bird observations were 
carried out by the authors from October to March, starting from January 1986, mainly 
at Oammleh Point and Ghallis Point. Observations were carried out mainLy from 0700 hours 
to 1200 hours, and a few times from 1300 hours to 1700 hours. 

lhese regular observations produced a marked increase in the records of Gannet 
occurrences and consequently the status of the Gannet as given by Sultana & Gauci 
( 1982) may have to be reviewed. 

Figure 1. gives the records for the years 1979 to 1988. 
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With the exception of 1980, when a maximum of 26 Gannets were recorded on 11 days 
Cachia Zammit 1981-83), there were 6 or even less annual records before 1986 (Gauc! 
934-85, 1986-87). lhere is sufficient evidence to show +hat the Gannet occurs more 
reauently than previously thought~ although seasonal fluctuations have to be taken into 

consideration. lhe fact that an increase in wintering Gannets may have occurred cannot 
be total excluded. Weather conditions have a substantial bearing on the behaviour of 
Gannets. nd direction and force effect sea conditions and it ls presumed that this 
may oe a primary clue to expLain the occurrence of Gannets near the coast in a particular 
range of wind direction and forces (Mangi.on in prep.), 
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SHORT NOTES 

FISH-SPAWN ENTANGLED TO THE LEGS OF CORY'S SHEARWATERS CALONECTRIS DIOMEDEA 

A colony of Cory's Shearwater Calonectris diomedea in the south of ~alta, where 
six nest sites are accessible, was visited during the day on 22 e.1ay 1987 to determine 
if there were any incubating birds. None were found. However, the birds started arriving 
ar the colony at night and three birds were caught. ALL were females bearing rings and 
were known to have occupied nests in that area, suggesting that the pre-laying excdus 
.vas terminating and that females had started to vlslt their nest-sites to lay. 1 fact, 
on visiting the area three days later, atl nests were occupied by incubating bir s. lhe 
unus~al thing was that two of the birds examined that night had small lumps of f sh-spawn 
enrangled to their rings~ 

Female Manx Shearwaters Puffinus puffinu,s breedlng on Skokholm leave the coLony for 
some days to go and feed in a rich fishing an~a~ lhis helps the birds in the egg forma­
tion (Perrins,C.~\1. & de LBBrooke, :v-1. Manx Shearwaters in the Bay o;f Biscay. B.ird Study 
23 : 295-299, i976). It is possible that female Cory's Shearwaters, during the pre-laying 
exodus, do the same thing and go to feed in areas where large numbers of fish congregate 
to breed. 

Richard Cachia Zammit & Joseph M. lllangion 

RoC.Z. - 20 Olea..Tlder Avenue, Santa Lucia, Malta. 
J.•"1.M. - 10 Cons-ti-tution Street, Zejtun, Mal-ta.o 
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THE PRESENCE OF A BROOD-PATCH IN NON-BREEDING CORY'S SHEARWATERS 
CALONECTRIS DIOMEDEA 

Feathers in the nests of Cory's Shearwaters Calonectris diomedea are ~ost evident 
during the incubation period mainly due to the formation of the brood-patch (Cachia 
Zammit & Borg 1986-87). However, feathers can be also found in dummy nests occupied at 
night by non-breeders, suggesting that even non-breeders may have a brood-patch. !n 
inc"...Jbatlng biras of both sexes, the brood-patch is qulte evidenT ·.vhen parting the ventraL 
feathers" lt consists of a relativeLy Large bare area, roughly 9cm in length and 5-6cm 
in width, and is situated just above the cloacal aperture. lhe bare skin has a some­
what bluish coloration. 

On 12 June 1987, 6 non-oreeding Cory's Shearwaters were caught at a colony at 
night, and were examined for the presence of a brood-patch. 5 of these birds showed no 

nor only a trace of a brood-patch, but one female had a complete one similar to that 
an incubating bird except for the Lighter colour of the bare skin. Inspection of the 

cloaca showed no sign of laying. Breeding females have a clearly distended cLoaca 
whid1<can stiLl be evident up to 3 weeks after A male, known to be a non-breeder, 
was also examined on 20 June 1987 and was found w a poorly defined brood-patch with 
scattered tufts of feathers. lhe colour of the skin was pinkish, Lacking the bluish 
tinge of incubating birds. 

It seems that the formation of the brood-patch or at Least the Loss of feathers from 
the abdominal region is a seasonal occurrence effecting both incubating birds as well as 
other mature birds which for unknown reasons are not breeding. 

Birds are judged to be non-breeders from their behaviour (Cachia Zammit & Borg 1986-
87), while they are sexed using Ristow's and Wink's methodology CRistow & Wink 1980>. 

lhe presence of a brood-patch amongst non-breeding birds has already been documented 
in the Storm Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus (Scott 1970 in Love 1974). 
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CORY'S SHEARWATER CALONECTRIS D/OMEDEA BREEDING IN ITS 2nd YEAR 

A male Cory 1 s Shearwater Calonec-tris diomedea was found occupying a nest site on 
28 March 1987, in the same area of a colony where it was ringed as a pullus ln 1985. lhe 
same bird was found incubating on 14 June 1987 in the same nest site which it led in 
March. lhe egg did not hatch. lhe following year the bird turned up agai 
the same nest site. lhis time the egg hatched and the pair successfully ra 

lhere was already a record of a bird ringed as a pullus and retrapped in its second 
year, as well as another record of a bird which was found breeding in its fourth year 
(Cachia Zammit,R. & Borg,J. Notes on the Breeding Biology of the Cory's Shearwater ;n the 
Maltese Islands. Il-Merill 24 : 1-9, 1986-87), 

Richard Cachia Zammit & John Borg 

R.C.Z. - 20 Oleander Avetme, Santa Lucia, Malta. 
J.B. -Block C 2 Flat 5, Govt. Housing Es-ta-te, Ta' Xbiexr Malta. 
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CORY'S SHEARWATER CALONECTRIS DIOMEDEA BREEDING ON FIAGRET IL-GENERAL 

lhe Cory's Shearwater Calonect:.ris diomedea breeds along suitable sea-cLiffs on MaLta 
and Gozo and on F i L f La. I t has not been recorded breeding in any of the other MaLtese 
islands forming the Maltese Archipelago. Searches in suitable sites on Comtno and 
Cominotto resulted in Locai'l Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus yelkouan but not H1e 
Cory's Shearwater (5ultana,J. Gauci,C. A New Guide to the Birds of Malta- MOS, 19EI2). 

Hagret i L-General, popularly known as the Fungus Rock, was visited on 26 May 1988 
to photograph the endemic lizard Podarcis filfolensis generalensis and the famed 'Malta 

' Cynomorium coccineum. i l-General, which is situated at the entrance of 
Bay, has a surface area about 4000 sq.m. and rises to a height of 48m. ln 

precipitous cliffs, forming a sloping plateau. 

During the visit shearwater droppings were noted in front of some boulders on the 
hlghesi- part of the islet and on fu;-ther investigation one Cory's Shearwater· was located 
incubating in a 2m~ deep nes+-site beneath a boulder. lhe western side of the islet; 
which seems to provide good breeding habitat for shearwaters, could not be searched for 
other nest-sites due to its jrJaccessibiliLty and also Lack of time. 

lhe behaviour of a pair of Blue Rock lhrushes Monticola solitarius, which was 
present at times during the day,suggested breeding. 

Joe Sultana & Richard Cachia Zammit 

J.S. - 3 Sciberras Flats, Fleur-de-lys Junction, BrKa:::a, Malta. 
R.C.Z. - 20 Oleandei Avenue, Santa Lucia, Naltc1. 

THE OCCURRENCE OF TWO EGGS IN A NEST OF A CORY'S SHEARWATER 
CALONECTR!S DIOMEDEA 

A femaLe Cory 1 s Shearwater Calonectris diomedea was found sitting on its nest on 
14 June 1987. Alongside the bird there was an which was barely covered by a few 
flank feathers of the sitti shearwater. On ieving the bird for examination, a 
second was found. ~Vhen bird was returned to its nest, it immediately started to 
i ncubai'e same i gnor i the one which had been seen earLier partLy 
Unfortunately visit to area a few days Later revealed an empty 
scattered pieces of egg-shell present. 

Harris recaLLs a simiLar situation for thE~ Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus. A 
female which had two different laid two 
('-iarri Breeding Biology of the Shea 
17-33, ). l.n our case we have no evidence that 
female. However, the possibility that one of the 
previous is to be excluded as the pair which 
successfu ly reared the young. 

R~C.Z. - 20 Oleander Avenue, Santa Lucia, Malta. 

in its nest during one season 
Puffinus puffinus. Ibis 108 : 

both eggs were laid the same 
was an addled one the 
there in the previous year had 

Richard Cachia Zammit & John Borg 

J.B. - Block c 2 Flat 5, Govt. Housing Bsta'te, Ta' Xbiex, Malta. 

AVIAN, CHIROPTERAN AND OTHER REMAINS IN BARN OWL TYTO ALBA PELLETS FHOM GOZO 

lnis short note deals with bird, bat, and other mammalian remains in Barn Owl T-yto 
alba pellsds colLected from one site in Gozo. ~J:ateriai.. aathered from this slte has 

examined for mammaLian remains (Schembri,S.P. & Cachia Zamm1t,R. 
an in OwL Pellets from Goz:o. Il-Merill 20 : 20-21. 1979). 

lhirty one intact pellets were collected on two visits- 11 May and 1 June 1986. 
8efore being dissected, pellets were measured and wei Length varied from 21.1 -
52.3mm (mean 35.5mm): weight varied from 0.9- 8.9gm 3.5gms), len bird and hvo 
bat rernains were exami 

12 

IL-MERILL No. 25 1988 

lhree species of birds were identified: 

Sylvia melanocephala 

Passer hispaniolensis 

Delichon urbica 

skulls, bones and feathers in 4 pellets. 

4 skulls, bones and feathers in 4 pellets. 

skull, bones and feathers in 1 pellet. 

The Sardinian Warbler and the Spanish Sparrow are common breeding residents in the 
area while the House Martin is a very common spr migrant, with smaller numbers re-
passing in autumn (Sultana,J. & Gauci,C. A New Gu to the Birds of Malta. lhe 
Ornithological Society, Valletta, Malta. 1982). 

Bats are very difficult to identify. Both skulls were found 
vespertilionidae bats of the genus Myotis. One species from this 
recorded from Gozo - Lesser Mouse-eared Bat Myotis blythi-iomes 1 
Zammit, Zava, di-Stefano in press). lhis is the first time that bat 
found in pellets collected from the !V:altese Islands. 

to 

Cachia 

Other mammals identified in these pellets were: 38 Crocidura sp., 29 Mus domesticus 
and 7 Rattus sp. l'he material was dissected and examined by the authors. 

lhe authors would like to thank Joseph M. Mangion, ·Manuel Mallia and John Attard 
Montalto for their heLp in gathering the pellets and Bruno Zava for the identification 
of the bat remains. 

John Borg & Richard Cachia Zammit 

J.B. - Block c 2 Flat 5, Govt. Housing Estate, ~a' Xbiex, Malta 
R.C.Z. - 20 Oleander Avenue, Santa Lucia, Malta. 

LAST KNOWN PAIR OF BARN OWLS TYTO ALBA SHOT 

Sultana et al. (1975) listed the Barn Owl 1.'yto alba as a very scarce breedi 
resident and estimated that at least 10 pairs were breeding. in 1976, lt was 
recorded at four different sites during the breeding season <Sultana & Gauci 
while it was recorded from only two sites in 1978 !Cachia Zammit & Attard ~lontalto 1980l. 
Sultana and Gaucl (1982) noted its presence in at least one locality ln Gozo. lhe 
Locality which they referred to is Mgarr ix-Xlni Valley <authors pers. comm.) 

On lhursday 19 May 1988, the authors went at the site beneath the nest to see if 
there were any pellets, which indicate the presence of the birds. A young bird which 
was aoout three weeks old was found dead on the ground below the nest. lhe bird could 
not have been dead longer than a day because it was still intact and decomposition was 
still at an early stage" On closer inspection,we could note anotRer dead bi which 
seemed bigger, in a bristle bush immediatly below the nesting crevice~ Just i"he 
nest-site we found two fresh spent cartridges marked as containing size 9 lead shot. 

On 22 May, N .. FeneGh went again to the nest-site, On this occasion, he was 
accompanied by Louis Cassar and Michael Galea, who brought their climbing eauiomeni to 
try and enter into the crevice to see if there were any more young owls. On arrivaL, 
an almost fledged young bird was found on the ground below the nest. It was tne same 
one that was seen in the bristle bush some days before. lhere were three more dead 
p-Jlli in the nest. lhese were at a more advanced sl-ate of decomposition. From the nest­
site we recovered a considerable number of pellets, which are being examined_ 

!t was evident that these five young Barn Owls died of starvation after their 
ts had been shot. lhe .. local shooters' association claimed in a press statement 
the birds may have died due to poisoning from pesticides. However, the bird re-

covered on the 19th showed no signs of chemical residue. 
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Nataline Fenech & Saviour Balzan 

FIRST BREEDING RECORDS OF THE MOORHEN GALLINULA CHLOROPUS IN GOZO 

lhe Moorhen Gallinula chloropus was first reported breeding in Malta in 1984 
<Doublet, J.A~ & PorteLLi, P. First breeding records of the Moorhen in the MaltesH 
IsLands" Il-Merill 24 : 20. 1986-87). 

Breeding in Gaze was suspected to have c-ccurred for the first time in 1987, and 
was confirmed the following year. A few years previously, at a hillside at Ghajnsielem, 
Gozo- above Xatt L-Ahmar, a farmer had dug a large depression in the cLayey soil, using 
the spoil to form an embankment on the !.ower side. lhis was done to collect rain water, 
as 'Nell as the water originating from a Little spring 1 to be used for irrigation pur­
Doses. lhe surface area of this fresh water pooL 1s abou-t 2,200 sq.m. Vegetation in and 
around the pool consi.sts mainly of Typha latifolia ~ Arundo donax as 'NelL as Rubus 
ulmifolius and some specimens of Ceratonia si.liqua" l he pooL is by "the side of a track 
Leading to Xatt l-Ahmar and is overlooked buiLdings, including some hol flats. 
lhe farmer keeps about 20 domestic ducks in is pool. In spite of a Lot of sturbance, 
up to 10 adult Moorhens have been present during the past two No search for nests 
was carried out but several downy young have been noted being by adult birds on 
different days in 1988. 

In 1987 up to 10 adult Moorhens were seen on four visits from January to April; 
2 aduLts and 3 juveniles were present on 29 June 1 5 adults and 3 juveniles were seen on 
26 July and 6 adults and 2 juveniles on i August. 

In 1988 the site was visited on 1 April when 9 adult birds were counted. On 7 t~ay 
apart from 8 aduLt birds, 4 downy young were and 12 days l.ater a 
further 3 downy young were seen being fed by an adult. 19 birds were counted-
8 adults and 11 young of four different ages. ln June, 6 adult rds and 4 juveniles 
\2 fully grown and 2 about two weeks old) we,-e seen on 25th. On 6 Ju an adult bird 
was seen carrying food whl le 5 fully grown young were present. On 30 Ly 14 birds were 
counted - 6 adulT b l rds, 6 fulL grown young and 2 a~out fiftee-n days old. Five days 
Later {3 August) 22 birds were present- 8 adults, 12 fulLy grown juveniles and 2 young 
about 20 old. On 28 August 6 adult birds, 6 fully grown juveniles and 3 young 
4-5 weeks were present~ 

It seems likely that at Least three or four pairs have bred in the area in 1988. 
Adults were frequently seen chasing each other or other juveniles and uttering alarm 
calls. Both adults and fully grown iles were also frequently seen joining the 
domestic ducks feeding on food prov by t~e farmer. 

Other species noted breeding in the area are Cettl ·rs WarbLer Cet:tia cet:ti, 
Fan-tal Led WarbLer Cist.icola juncidis ar.d Sard 1 n 1 an WarbLer Sylvia melanocephala. 

Joe Sultana, Richard Cachia Z<mllllit & John Borg 

J.S. - 3 Sciberras Flats, Fleur-de-lys Junction, BrKara, Malta. 
R.c.z. - 20 Oleander Avenue, Santa Lucia, Malta. 
J.B. - Block C 2 Flat 5, Govt. Housing Estate, Tat Xbiex, Malta. 
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FIRST OCCURRENCE OF THE PADDYFIELD WARBLER ACROCEPHALUS AGRICOLA IN THE 
MALTESE ISLANDS 

While ringing in a maize-field at Lunzjata, Gozo on 5 September 1986, an unfamiliar 
Acxocephalus warbler was found in one of the mist-nets. lhe bird's upperparts were 
similar to those of a Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus but with a slightly pale 
rufous rump. It had a conspicuous whitish supercilium which was well marked behind the 
eye. lhe underparts were whitish with a very pale tinge of buff on the throat, breast 
and belly. lhe flanks had a light olive-brown wash. lhe legs were pinkish with yellow 
soLes, and the iris was olive brown. It was identified as a Paddyfield Warbler 
Acrocephalus agricola. 

Biometrics, taken in mm., were: wing- 55; tail- 49 (outer rectrice 42); 
bill (from skull)- 14.5 (from feathering)- 9.5; and tarsus 21.5. Wing point was 
3rd=4th and it had emarginated 3rd and 4th, and slightly on 5th, primaries (counted 
ascendantlyl. 

lhe bird was retrapped in the same area the following day. When released it was 
heard calling 'gish- gish'. 

lhe Paddyfield Warbler breeds in S.Russia and Asia and is vagrant to Europe. 

lhe Maltese name given is Baghal tas-Saqwi. 

J.S~ - 3 Sciherras Flats, Fleur-de-lys Junction, E'Kara, Malta. 
J.G. - 12 Sir Paul Boffa Street, Victoria, Gozo, Malta. 

Joe Sultana & John Grech 

The Paddy-field Warbler and the Pallas's Warbler photographed before released. 

PALLAS'S WARBLER PHYLLOSCOPUS PROREGULUS - 1ST RECORD FOR MALTA 
Putting up a mist net in your back garden can produce some surprises. I regularly 

put up a 6m, 3-shelf net in my back garden, which is about 50 sq. m. and is situated in 
the outskirts of Rabat. In it I have planted ten fruit trees and also cultivated somo 
vegetables. I have also created a small artificial pond to attract the birds. lhrough­
out the year a different assortment of birds are ringed~ lhese include Whitethroat 
Sylvia communis, Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala, Willow Warbler Phylloscopus 
trochilus, Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix, Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 1 

Robin Erithacus rubecula, Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros, Stonechat Saxicola 
Corqua~a, White Wagtail Motacilla alba~ Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis, and lree 
Sparrow Passer montanus~ 

On Friday, 13 November 1987 at 0640 hours, I found what I at first thought was a 
Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus in the net, but on closer examination the 
bird turned out to be a Pallas's Warbler Phylloscopus pxoregulus, a species not yet 
recorded in Malta. lhe bird was also examined by Joe Sultana and Raymond Galea who came 
up to see the bird after I phoned them, and a detailed description was taken. In 
appearance it resembled a somewhat large Goldcrest Regulus regulus. 1he beak was dark 
horn coloured, with the inner parts of the lower mandible orangish.. ft had a Long yeLLow 
eyestripe which nearly met at the back of the head, and a yellow stripe along the middle 
of the crown. On the back parts and under the side of the supercilium it had a blackish 
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band, giving the impression of a black patch behin.d the eye. lhe crown was greyish 
n turning blackish Towards the back of the head on both sides of the middle stripe. 
sides of the head were faintLy washed greyish green below the eye. lhe upperparts 

were :sh gree~ with a conspicuous pale yellow rump, in a rectangular form from one 

side other. 

lhe greater and median coverts were boldly and widely edged pale yelLow forming 
two wi bars, with the upper smaller than the lower one. lhe 2nd and 3rd i"ert1als were 
also pale yellow, whiLe the rest of the wing flight feathers were edged greyish 
green, and when closed getting the same appearance as the upper parts. lhe tall was 
greyish green with the lower parts of the outer webs greenish. lhe underoarts from chin 
to the under tail coverts were whitish (faintly tinged yellowish-white on the belly!. 
lhe tarsus was llaht horn colour and the iris v1as black.~ lhe measurements ln mm were: 
wing 49.5; tail 37; tarsus 15; bill to skull 10,- weight 5.1gm. 

Vling formula: W.D. 4fh=5th, 2nd=< 7.5fl'm; 3rd < 2.5; 6th< 1.5; 7th< 4; 8th< 5.5; 
9th< 6.5; ;Oth < 9. lhe lst pri;mary was 6.5 primary coverts. Primaries 
3rd-6th were emarginated. 

Mario V. Gauci 

M. V.G. - 'Goldcres"/:: ', Plot 1, Ghar Ba.rka, Rabat, MaLta. 

WHITE-RUMPED SWIFT APUS GAFFER - A NEW RECORD FOR MALTA 

A lmen of a Whlte-rumped Swift Apus caffer was recently noted in a local 
coLLect of stuffed birds~ It was dated but had not been identified. lhis species has 
never been recorded in MaLt a. l he specimen in question had been shot on 25 May 1974 at 
I l-Faqqanija. It was among a loose flock of about 200 Swifts Apus apus. 

lhe bird's wcngs and deeply-forked tail are brownish black. lhe rest of the body 
is bluish bLack, excepi for a white patch on the chin and a white band on the rump, 
extending to the sides-. 1he wing-Length is 136mm. lhe longest talL feathers are 70mm 
while the shortest are 38mm. 

lts breeding range is sub-Saharan Africa, central Morocco and, since 1964, southern 
n. Jt has occurred accidentally in Flnland in 1968 and in North Yemen 1n 1982. 
populations are resident while others are migrant or partial migrant (Fry~C.H., 

Keith,S. & Urban E.K. lhe Birds of Africa. Academic Press. 1988). 

lhe Maltese name given to the species ls Hundun tal-Hawwief. 

lhanks are due to Aswero Vassallo for some of the above information. 

Joe Sultana & Manwel Mallia 

J.S. - 3 Sciberras Flats, Fleur-de-lys Junction, BrKara, Malta. 
M.M. - 20 Grace Street, Zebbug, Maltao 

FIRST OCCURRENCE OF THE MASKED SHRIKE LANIUS NUBICUS IN THE MALTESE ISLANDS 
While. ringing at Lunzjata 1 Gozo on 20 October 1985, a Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator 

-sized bird, later identified as a Masked Shrike Lanius rmbicus, was flushed from a fig 
i·ree and was seen flying into another fig tree. lne first thing that was noticed was 
an extensive white shoulder patch which was ver·y pronounced. lhe blrd had another white 
area on its forehead. lt appeared slimmer than a Woodchat Shrike and had a remarkably 
Long tail. lhe underparts were washed with brown. lhe bird was seen itF clear sunl~ght 
at 0840 hourse It stayed in the fig tree for about ten minutes and then flew across 
the field to a partly dead tree. It did not behave like a Woodchat Shrike and never· 
settled on an exposed perch. tt stayed reasonably welL hidden in the fig tree and f;~ the 
dead tree. lhe bird was wai"ched for about twenty minutes. 

lhls shr~ke is a summer visitor to lurkey, Greece and southern YugosLavia and ',s a 
vagrant to the rest of Europe~ 

lhe 1""laltese name given ls Kaccamendula tal-Maskra. 
John Grech 

J.G. - 12 Sir Paul Boffa Street:., Victoria, Gozo, Malta. 

16 

IL-MERILL No. 25 1988 

UNUSUAL MOULT IN A WOOD WARBLER PHYLLOSCOPUS SIB/LATRIX 

An aduLt Y~ood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix caught for r 1 ng 1 ng at Xemx i on 
14 September 1988 was found to have undergone a partial post-nuptiaL moult in 
European breeding ground. lhe bird had moulted the following remiges: pp 3-4 and ss 6-8 
as well as some greater coverts~ All other tracts showed no sign of mouLt and as such 
showed a contrast between old feathers and the brighter green of the new feathers, 

'lhe bird also had an unusually short second primary which fell between pp 5-6. lhis 
could have been due to the fact that pp 3-4 were new while 2s5 and 6 were noi, and as 
such would have undergone some wear since their Last moult. 

John Attard Montalto 

J.A~M. - 19/lA Mciver Street, Sliema, Malta. 

FEEDING BEHAVIOUR OF THE BLUE ROCK THRUSH MONT/COLA SOUTAR/US 

A male Blue Rock lhrush Monticola solitarius was noted wlnterinc for 2 consecutive 
years ln a disused quarry at las-Sghajtar, l/o Naxxar. lhe following method of feeding 
was observeC:~ 

lhe bird perched on an exposed rock 3 to 10m above the ground, watching for suiiable 
food items. When it spotted its prey, which in many cases consisted of insects of the 
order Coleoptera, it flew to the ground, grabbed the prey and carried it on a flat stone 
or slab of rock. lhere it battered the prey against the ground, then lt stood back and 
waited, presumably to check whether the prey was dead before eating ii. Sometimes it 
hovered momentarily before grabbing the prey. 

lhe averaae size of the insects eaten was 2 to 3cm. On one occasion the bird took 
a Large insect~ about Scm long of the order Orthoptera in flight. On another occasion, 
the same bird was observed feeding on winged ants (probably Messot sp.) in a flycatcher 

l ike manner 0 

Mark Falzon 

t-l.F. - '!IJarija', Is-Sghajtar, Naxxar, Malta. 

RECORDS OF SKYLARK ALAUDA ARVENSIS SINGING IN THE MALTESE ISLANDS 

lhe Skylark Alauda arvensis is a very common autumn migrant but only a fev..' manage to 
winrer~ probably due to shooting. A small return passage is often observed in spri 
It had never been recorded singing in the Maltese Islands (Sultana,J. & Gauci,C. A 
Guide to the Birds of Malta. lhe Ornithological Society, Valletta: ~!alta. 1982). 

On 10 February 1987, at Mgarr ix-Xini in Gozo, a Skylark was noted giving its aerial 
song. lhe bird continued singing throughout the 5 minutes that we stayed in the area. 
Skylarks have been recorded singing at Ghadira in February -March on a few occaslons 
in recent years C J. Sultana & C. Gauci, pers. comm. ). 

Richard Cachia Zannni t & John Borg 

R.C.Z. - 20 Oleander Avenue, Santa Lucia, Malta. 
J.B. -Block C 2 Flat 5, Govt. Rousing Escate, Ta' Xbiex, Malta. 

A PAIR OF SWALLOWS HIRUNDO RUSTICA SUSPECTED BREEDING IN JUNE 1988 

At abowt 0800 hrs on 5 June 1988, on a country road leading from Girgenti to Zebbug 
(Malta), a couple of Swallows Hirundo rustica were noted perching on an electric 
about 15rr, away from the road. As these birds were rather Late in their migration 
the possibility of breeding was raised. 

After a few minutes observat len, the two Swallows took off and came searching for 
insects, flying very low, just on the road from where the authors were observinq; sometiP~es 
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1-2m away. From the of the outer tail feathers it was assumed that the two birds 
were a pair~ lhe male two Long streamers, while those of the femaLe were almost non 
discernibLe. lhe birds then perched again at the same place on the wire. After -a few 
minutes they came down again to prey on flyir.g insects. lhls happened several times, and 
it seemed that a bond existed between them. lhey never flew alone, and a contact call was 
repeated several times '#hi le flying and even while perching on the wire. lhis behaviour 
gave us the suspicion that these birds were doing some sort of display to each other. 

It ls to be noted that this area still hoLds a number of farmhouses, most of which 
are uninhabited, thus o-ffering good nesting ;Jlaces for "7his species, especially those 
with open windows and doors. 

On re-visiting the area on 8 June, only one bird was seen. !t ls to be noted that it 
was early in the morning (between 0630-0730 hrsl and that it was very windy. lhe presence 
of this bird made the authors believe that the two SwalLows were probably nesting somewhere 
in that area. Unfortunately, no visits were made after this date. 

In the Maltese Islands, Swallows are very common passage migrants, in spring from 
March to May, with some till mid-June; and in autumn from early September to the end of 
October. A few birds sometimes occur during the rest of the year (Sultana,J. & Gauci,C. 
A New Guide to the Birds of "1alta. lhe Ornitloological Society, VaLLetta Maltal. 

In 1974 a pair of Swallows bred ln a house in the village of Mqabba, ra1s1ng 4 young 
which left the nest on 2 August (Sultana,J. & Gauci,C. Eight Ornithological Notes-
1974-1975 : An unusual occurrence- Swallows breeding in Malta. Il-Merill 15 : 2-4, 1975). 

lhe only previous r-eference to breeding of SwaLlows in these islands was made way 
back in 1843 by Antonio Schembri, who stated tMi· a few breed (Catalogo Orni"tologico del 
Gruppo di Malta. Anglo-Maltese : Malta, 1834). 

Raymond Galea & Raymond Caruana 

R.G. - 'Osprey', Ganu Streetr B'Ka.ra, MaLta .. 
R.C. - 'Flamingo', Triq il-Huttafa~ Fgu;ra, M,;t.lta .. 

LONG-LEGGED BUZZARD BUTEO RUFINUS FEEDING ON FLEDGLINGS OF THE LOGGERHEAD 
TURTLE CARETTA CARETTA 

On 16 r\ugust 1987 ! 'Nas accompanying some lurkish biologists who were si"udyi,1g the 
breeding biology of the Loggerhead lurtle Cal~etta caretta at Dalayan, a sandy beach on 
the S.W. coast of lurkey. 

During the visit, which started at day break, we walked along the 7km beach, making 
notes on the tracks left bv the young turtles which had fledged during the night and 
early morningo At one time a raptor was observed flying towards the beac1 fr·om the 
direction of a wood on the other side of the bay. lhis raptor, which was eventualy 
i denr if i ed as a Long-legged Buzzard But:eo rut.:inus, alighted on a log on the beach about 
150m ahead of us. After some minutes it flew about 1m above the ground and landed on the 
ground where it was observed to run and hop dbout~ 

It then flew across the bay in the direction of the wood carrying an unidentified 
object in its talons~ We then walked towards the spot where the bird was observed and 
found a set of turtle tracks surrounded by the tracKS of the bird. lhe turtle tracks 
ended at the spot where the bird was seen to take off. ! t was assumed that the turtLe 
fLedgli was taken by the Long-Legged Buzzard~ 1 was Later informed that the bird was 

again in the area on subsequent days. 

According to 1 1he Birds of the Western Palearctic 1 , Vol. I! CCramp,S & Simmons, K~E.L. 
(eds.) Oxford University Press. 1980), the Long-legged Eluzzara feeds chiefly on small 
mammals, reptiles and Large lnsects. Sometimes It searches for prey from a perch on a 
rock, mound or tree and often on the ground. Reptiles 1aken include Lizards Lacer-ta and 
Eremias sp. and snakes Natrix and Vipe.ra sp~ 

Paul Portelli 

P.P. - 23 Paceville Avenue, St. Julians, Malta~ 
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SYSTEMATIC LIST FOR 1985-86 
campi led by 

CHARLES COLEIRO 

lhe regular contributors to the daily Log kept by the Ringing and Research 
committee of the Ornithological Society during the two year period under review ~ere: 
John Attard Montalto, John Borg, Alex Casha, Charles Coleiro, Raymond Galea, Charles 
Gauci, Manuel Mallia, Joseph M. Mangion and Joe Sultana. Other contributors were: 
Alfred E.Baldacchino, Mrs. M.Bonnici, Dennis Cachia, Richard Cachia Zammit Victor Cilia, 
Max Farrugia, Nataline Fenech, Joe Grima, Anthony B.Heath, Hanna and John 
D.J.Nelson, Paul Portelli, Silvio Scicluna, K.F.Slade, Martin A.lhake and Louis VeL Other 
members may have contributed to the daily log kept at the Ghadira Nature Reserve, 
which records were subsequently added to the nationaL daily and species logs. 

Where only one of the two years is given in the systematic list, Jt is only 
because there were no records in the other year. 

lhe records for this two year period were entered into the daily Log and 
subsequently transferred to the species log by Charles Coleiro who also compiled the 
systematic list. 

LlllLE GREBE Tachybapcus ruficollis Blongun Zghir 
1986 : 1 at Ghadira from 2 Jan to 11 Mar and 5 at Qammieh on 1 Apr. Again 1 at 

Ghadira from 2 Nov, then 2 from 15 Dec to end of year. 

GRE,~l CRESl ED GREBE Podiceps criscatus Blongun Prim 
1985 1 at ll-,\1enqa, Marsa on 5 Nov. 
1986 : 1 at Monoel Island on 4 Dec. 

BL.~CK-NECKED GREBE Podiceps nigricollis B Lon gun Sekond 
1985 1 at Ghadira from 1-12 Jan. 4 offshore on 15 Sep 1 then 1 at Ghadira on 26 Sep 

and from 8 Nov to 22 Dec. 
1986 1 present at Ghadira from 30 Aug to 14 Sep and 1 seen at Oammieh on 6 Sep. 1 again 

at Ghadira from 3 Nov to 27 Dec. 

CORY'S SHEARWAlER Calonectxis diomedea Ciefa 
1985 First seen on 4 Mar. Hiahest count 1500 off Gharb on 
1986 : First sighting on 25 Feb-and last recorded on 2 Nov. 

on 10 May and on 26 Jul, off Gharb, Bred as usual. 

MANX SHEARWAlER Puffinus puffinus Garnija 

13 Jul. Breedina as usual. 
Highest counts w;re of 1000 

1985 c,50 on 10 Mar at Hal Far. Recorded ashore at colonies till 18 Jun. 1 was 
shot on 2 Nov. A few already ashore on 5 Dec. Bred as usuaL. 

1986 Highest count ashore c.20at Hal Far on 25 Feb, with last date on 5 Jul. lwo off 
shore sightings in Apr and Dec with 5 off Oammieh on 27 Dec. Breeding at usual 
colonies. 

SlORM PElREL Hydrobates pelagicus Kangu ta' Fifla 
1985-86 : Recorded only on Filfa where bred as usual. 

GANNEl 
1985 
1986 : 

Sula bassana Sula 
3 off Golden Bay on 30 Mar and 1 juv on 15 Dec. 
1-3 on 8 dates from 3 Jan to 23 Feb off the NW coast of Malta. Singles on 11th and 
18 Oct and up to 4 on 5 dates in Nov, then 4 off Oammieh and 1 at Mtahleb on 21 Dec 
and 1-3 daily from 25-28 Dec at three different sites, 

CORMORANl Phalacrocorax carbo Margun 
1985 2 over Ghadira on 13 Jan. 8 sightings of 1-3 birds from 6-30 Nov and singles on 

7 dates at Ghadira from 3-31 Dec. Also 1 at Ahrax on 31 Dec. 
1986 1 at Ghadira on 1-2 Jan. 2 at B'Bugia on 20 Sep, then on 14 days from 8 Oct to 9 

Nov; single figures but a flock of c.40 at B'Bugia on 17 Oct and 17 were reported 
shot offshore on 9 Nov. 1-2 on 3 dates from 23-30 Nov. 2 overland on 28 Oct. 

BlllERN Eo-taurus stellaris Kappun 
1985 : 1 shot at Bahrija on 30 Oct. 
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LillLE BI11ERN Ixobrychus mi~utus Russett tas-Slgar 
1985 EarLy bird at Ghadira on 10 then singles on 1·: dates from 7 Aor to 25 May. 

In awtumn slnales Or. 12th and Oct at Ghadira .. 
1986 1 at Lunzjata~on 31 Mar, then singles O'l 19tr and 23 Apr and on 4 May. 1 released 

at Ghadira on 17 Oct. 

N!Ghl HERON Nyct;icorax nyct.icorax Kwakka 
I 985 : Up to 11 birds on 19 days f rorn 21 ~1ar to 2 7 ~1ay. l·n autumn recorded on 9 days from 

6 fl.ug to 14 Sep; single ~igures but flock of c.40 at Bingemma or. 14 Sep. !hen 1 on 
6th, 200 at Bahrija on 9th and 1 on 27 Oct. 

1986 4 on 20 Mar, then recorded on 10 dates from 6 Apr to 20 May; single figures but 11+ 
at Comino on 6 Apr. On severaL days from 13 Aug to 21 Sep, usually ln small 
flocks of up to 30, but 100 at Buskett on 3 Sep. 1 on 4 Oct, tnen I present at 
Ghadira from 25 Oct to 12 Dec, 

SOUACCO HERON Ardeol~ ralloides Aarett isfar 
1985: Up to 5 almost daily at Ghadira from 13 .~pr to 2! 1•1ay, then I at Manoel island 

on 30 IV1ay. lr: autumn singles on 4 dates at Ghadira from 17th to 25 Sep and 1 at 
Xemxi on 28 

1986 : 1 ira on May, tnen 1 released at same place on 2 Jun still present up 
to 3 Jul. 5 at Ghadira on 22 Aug and 2 at Camino on 9 Oct. 

Ci\llLE EGREl Bubulcus ibis Agrett tal-Bhejjem 
1986 Singles reported shot at Salina in Late Nov and at Jelimara in early Dec. 

L! ll L:: EGREl Egretta garzett:a 

1985 : Almost daiLy from 21 Mar sl ings exceot 5 at Ghadlra; 
hi 60 at Bubaqra on 7 lhen 1-2 at Ghadlra from 23 ~1ay 

to Jun. In autumn 1 on 7 days from 5-25 Sep with 30 over 
Sliema on 25th hi 30 Ia on 5th and 1 at Ghadira on 27-"29 Oct. 

1986 1 at Ghadira on Jan. First in spring 5 at Oammleh on 29 Mar then sinales 
on 5 dates from 4-27 most at Ghadira, and 1-2 daiLy at same from ~·-13 

l n autumn 11 at ira on 27 then up to 4 on 12 Oates from 1 Sep to 
, 3 on 17 Oct and 2 on 5 Nov. records frorn Ghadira. 

GREY HERON Ardea cinerf;;a Russett Gr i z 
1985 2 at Ghadira on 24 Feb, then on 13 dates from 3 Mar to 16 Apr with 10 a7 Dwe~:ra 

<Malta) on 20 Mar hi 2 on 30 Apr then 1-3 dally at Ghadira on 4-9 May and 
5 at same place on fv'1ay. in autumn 1 on 15 f0LLowed by 25 signti on 14 
dates from 8 Sep to 12 Oct with 60 on 21 ni , and witn flocks over 20 
recorded 5 times. 1-4 on 5 dates in Nov~ on De·: and 1 at Ghad1ra from 21-29 
Dec. 

1986: ln spring, 7 over Comino on 15th and 1 at la 1 Oali on 21 ~tar, then 1-3 on 5 
dates frorr, 1-28 Apr and singles on 30 and 7 Jun. On autum:> rr.igration, 1 at 
Salina on 1 Aug, then 41 sighti on dates from 21 Aug to 12 Nov; in sin~1le 
ficures uut a totaL of 60 at 4 s tes on 28 Sep. Most records at Ghadira and 

coast. Singles on 22nd: 25th and 31 Dec. 

PURPU: HERO~ Ardea purpurea Russett Ahmar 
1985 9 over Camino on 24 Mar 1 then 1 on 1 Apr, and 1-8 on 7 dates from 18-25 Apr. 

2 on 1 May. Most at Ghadira. 0nly one autumn sighting - 5 at Mnajdra on 12 
1986 3 at Del imara on 13 Mar then i-4 on 7 dotes from 29 ~iar to 20 Aor and a flock of 25 

ut Golden Bay on 10 In auiur1n i at Oawra on 15 Au9, then on 8 dates from 22 
Aug to 13 Sep. Single !gures 1 ~ighesi 8 ai Comino on 24 Aug. 

BLACK SlORK Ciconia nigra Clkonja Sewda 
1905 at ia'Oal i on 19 was later shot ai Attard. 1 over Dwejra and over Buskett on 

5 Oct was prouably same bird. 
1986 1 reoorted as shot at Dwejra (Gazol on 17 Apr, 1 a~ Dwej~a <Maltal on 22 Sep,and 3 

ai same place or. 5 Oct. 

Vl~llE SlORK Ciconia ciconia Ci 
1985 1 seen over <Malta) and Buskett on 21 (Malta) on 5th, 1 

reported as at sea on 26th and I ai Xaghra (Go~o) on 
1986 1 shoi <Jt Dlt.'ejra (Gozo) or; 17 .Apr. 1 shot o;. 26 Oct and 1 at Say on 25 \'\ov. 

'Sl ORK sp. 1 Ciconia sp. 
1986 2 over Buskett on 14 Sep. 
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GLOSSY IBIS Plegadis falcinellus Velleran 
1985 : 6 on 14th, flock of 33 over Msida on 15th and 2 on 16 .~pr. 2 at Ghadira on 9 Jun. 

In autumn singles on 16-17 Sep. 
1986 Flock of 30 on 20 Mar off Cirkewwa and 1 at Ghadira on 5 May. rlock of 17 over 

Dwejra (Malta) and singtes at Oammieh and Ghadira on 27 Sep only slghtings for 
autumn. 

SPOONBILL Platalea leucorodia Paletta 
1986: 1 shot at Delimara on 16 Oct. 

GREAlER FLAMINGO Phoenicovterus ruber Flaminau 
!986 : 2 at B'Bugia on 2 De~ and a flock of c.26~over Ghadira Bay on 11 Dec. 

10Ul E SWAN Cygnus olor C i nju Mutu 
1985 Singles reported shot on 17 Jan at St lhomas Bay, M'Xlokk and Delimara. 
1986 : Singles shot at Gharb and Oala on 6 Dec. 

WHilE-FRONlED GOOSE .~ser albifrons 
1986 : 1 at ~1'Scala on 21 Dec. 

Wizza tal-Maskra Bajda 

SHELOUCK Tadorna tadorna Kuluvert tas-Salib 
1985 2 on 3rd and I on 14 Jan at Ghadira. 
1986 : Flock of 12 and 20 shot offshore on 9th and 6 on 13 Nov; 4 on 2nd, then 2 

sightings on 19-20th and 4 sightings on 29-30 Dec; flocks of 7 on 20th and 29th 
highest. 

WIGEON 
1985 

1986 

Anas penelope Silfjun Ewropew 
Daily at Ghadira from 6 Nov to 26 Dec with max. of 5 from 25 Nov to 
2 records elsewhere: 1 at Ghajn luffieha and 2 at Oawra on 18 Dec. 
1 at Ghadira on 22-26 Sep. 3 records in Nov: 13 at Ghallis oc 2nd, 
on 8th and 1 again at Ghall is on 9th. 3 at Ghadira on 30-31 Dec, 

GADWALL Anas s"t.repera Kuluvert Grlz 
1986 : 1 at Ghad ira on 22 Nov. 

1 Efl,L Anas -::recca Sar se L l a 

12 Dec. Only 

12 over Ghadira 

1985 2 at Ghadira on 1-3 Jan and 1 there on 27 Feb; then si agaln at Ghadira on 
8-9th and 20 offshore on 25 !V1ar. Daily from 22 Oct to Nov wii'h max of 4 Oil 

26 Oct. lhen 13 on 30 Nov and sinales on 2nd and 24 Dec. ALL records at Gnadira 
except for 1 at Ramla Bay on 1 Nov: 

1986 : 1 at Ghadira on 10-16 Sep, then 5 at same lace on 1 Oct, 4 at Ghallis on 9th at'd 
singles at Ghadira on 29-30 Nov. In Dec, on 1st then daily from 15-22nd, 
decreasing from 7 to 1, and 1 on 30th. Al at Ghad'i ra. 

MALLARD Anas platyrhynchos Kuluvert 
1985 1-2 from 5 Jan to 6 Mar and1 from 30 Oct to 20 Nov(but 2 on 7 Nov), at Ghadira. 
1986 : 1 on 19th, 1 shot on 21st and 9oft Ghallis on 22 Nov. On 4 dates in Dec: 6 off 

Fi~fla on 12th, and 5 slghtings on 29-31st with max of 10 shot at la' Oaii. 

PINlAIL Anas acuta Silfjun 
1985 : 1 on 8th, then 1 daily from 26 iV:ar to 8 Apr. 2 records in Oct: 17 on 23rd and 1 on 

27th. Recorded on most days in Nov: 20 on 2nd then 3 on 6th and 1 daily trom 
8-18th; 74 on 22nd, 22 on 29th and 8 on 30th. 1 on 7 Dec. P.lmost all records ar 

1986 
Ghadira. 
30 at Cirkewwa on 20 Mar. 1 on 26 Jul at Ghadira and 
17 on 24th and 1 oc 31 Oct, both at Ghalli 
10 over Mosta on 13th. lwo flocks of 6 on 
respectIvely. 

GARGANEY .Anas querquedula Sarsella Hamra 

at Gha ll is on 28 Seo. 
on 9-20 f~ov. h j 

ai Ghadira Del imara 

1985 1-15 daily at Ghadira from 16 Feb to 30 and 1 on 4 3 other records off 
Oammieh in Mar: 300 on 5th 1 20 on 6th 

1986 Onlv 1 spring record: 90 off Oammieh on 
Sep. 

SHOVELER Anas clypeat:a Palettuna 

45 on 30th. Ghadira on 18 Sep. 
1 Apr. 1 at Ghadfra almost daily on 

1935 2-3 oaily on 6-16 Mar and on 4th and 8 ~ov, at Ghadira. 
1986 : 1 off Gha l L is on 23 t'ov. 
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?OCHARD Aythya ferina Brajmla 
-!986 : 1 at Ghad ira on 16 Sep. 

ERRUGINOUS DUCK Ay-thya nyroca Srajmla t"Ghajnha Bajda 
985 Singles at Ghadira on 16 Mar and 1 Dec. 
986 : 1 at Ghadira on 27 Apr. 

cnidentified DUCKS Anas sp. 
1985 : I on 4 Jan, 20-35 on 4-5th and 24 Mar,,on 7th and 12-13 Apr, Singles 

on 12th and 21st, 14 on 23rd and 50 on 26 Oct off Ghadira. On 7 dates from 
1-27 Nov mostlv off or over Ghadira but 60+ off Ahrax on 27th. I on 15 Dec, 

1986 : 200 off Cirkew~a on 20 ,"!ar, then on 3 dates from 31 Mar to 3 ~.pr with 250 off 
Benghisa on 3 Apr. I on 21st and 18 off Del imara on 28 Sep. On 3 dates in Oct: 
13 on 12th, 14 on 14th and 20 on 24th.. 1hen on 7 dates from 2 Nov to 30 Dec 
(almost daily on i4-21 ~"ov) with 50· at Grand Harbour on 2 Dec highest. 

HONEY BUZZARD Pernis apivorus Kuccarda 
1985 : On 10 in spring from 20 Apr to 25 May. Always 1-4 birds except for 13 on 

23 Apr 15 on 8 May, both sightings over Dwejra (Malta). Singles on 9-10 Jun. 
In autumn, almost daiLy from 9-30 Sep when recorc'ed in single to Low double 
f Highest totals were of 19 on 20th<2 sites) and 29th(4 sites I. Singles 
in on 5-6th, 13th and 19th~ Most records from Dwejra (Malta) and Buskett. 

1986 On 9 days in spring from 16 Apr to 31 May .. All sightings were of 1-2 but a few 
were seen inS. Malta on 3l~V1ay. 2 on 24 Jun at Dwejra (Malta) and singles at same 

on 10-11 Jul. In autumn almost daiLy from 7-28 Sep. In single to low double 
igures but 81 (2 sites) on 17th. 1-6 on 4 dates in Oct up to 26th. ).1ost records 

from Dwejra !Malta) and Buskett. 

SL.ACK K ll E Milvus miqrans As tun ! swed 
1985 : 1 at Ghadira on 29 Mar, then singles on lOth and 24 Apr and on 25 May, 

8 sightings on 5 dates from 13-22 Sep; singles, but 5 (2 sites) on 20th. 
ionaL flock of 66 over Buskett on 9 Oct~ 

1986 <Maltal on 10 Apr, then singles at Luqa on 20 Apr and daily on 
Jun. Singles on 7th, 15th and 17th, and 2 on 18 Sep. Autumn records from 

Buskett and Dwejra (Malta). 

EGYP1! AN VUL lURE Neophron percnopt.erus ,A,vu L tun 
1935 : Si over Ghadira on 8th and over ~)\vejra ) on 14 Apr; and at 3uskett 

on Sep. 

SHORl-lOEO EAGLE Circaetus gallicus Ajkla Bajda 
1985 I at Buskett on 20th, then I over Dwejra (Mal tal and Buskett on 22 Sep '"ere 

probably the same bird. 1 shot at sea on 26 Oct. 
1986 51 over Buskett on 13th and over Dwejra (Malta) on 22 Sep. 2 at Buskett 

on Oct. 

MARSH HARR! ER Circus aeruginosus Baghadam Ahmar 
'i985 : I on 3 Mar; then 32 sightings on 26 days from 14 Mar to 23 May (almost daily from 

21 Mar to 10 Aprl; mostly 1-5 but 17 Jt 1a' Oali /Dwejra area on 28th and 9 on 14 
Mar; 1, injured, found on 26 Jun. In autumn 1 on 28 Aug~ Then on most days from 9 

to 13 Oct; highest totals were of 33 13 sites) on 15th, 81 <5 sites) on 16th, 
5 sites) on 17th and 31 12 sites) on 20th, otherwise 1-9. 1 on 29 Oct. Most 
autumn records from Buskett and Dwejra (Malta). 

1986 Spring passage from 3 Mar to 28 May when there were 34 sightings on 25 days, with a 
from 23 Mar to 7 Apr when almost dai Highest 12 at Dwejra on :5 Apr, other-
1-4. In autumn almost daily from Sep, mostly 1-12 but 32 ( 4 s:i'es) on 

20th and 17 on 12th. Singles on 5th, 5th and 12 Oct.. Almost all autumn records 
from Dwejra n~al ta) and BusketL 

HEN HARRIER Circus cyaneus Bughadam AbJad Prim 
1985 1 male at Wied Oirda on 3 Apr. 
1986 : 2 different m2les at Dwejra. !Malta) on 1st and another at same place on 16 Apr. 

P/\LL \ D HARR! ER Circus macrourus Bughadam Abjad 
1986 : I male at Luqa on 26 Mar. 

f!,o:n AGU 1 S HARP 1 ER Circus pygargus Buahadam Gr i z 
1985 : Recorded only in Apr: 7 at la 1 oall, ;, at Zejtun and 1 at Xemxlja on 19th; and 1 at 

Dwejra (Malta) on 25th. 
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1986 Only I record: I at Chadwick Lakes on 7 Seo. 

'RING1AIL' HARRIERS Circus sp. 
1985 1 on 28 Mar and 1-3 on 7 dates on 8-28 Apr. Singles on 12 Sep and 12 Oct. 
1986 : Singles on 5 dates from 1-25 Apr but 8 were shot at Wardija on 17th. In autumn 

singles on 5 dates from 7-23 Sep and on 26 Oct. Most records at Buskett and Dwejra. 

SPARROWHAWK Accipiter nisus Sparvier 
1985 : 2 at Buskett on 22nd and 1 at Ghadira on 29 Sep, 

and 1 at Sarraflu on 9 Nov. 

BUZZARD Buteo buteo Kuccarda Prima 

again at Buskett on 13 Oct, 

1985 Singles at Buskett on 22nd and at Ghadira on 29 Sep; I on 2 Oct over Dwejra (Malta). 
1986 : I over Dwejra (Mal tal on 16 Sep. 

LESSER-SP011 ED EAGLE Aguila pomarina 
1986 : I over Buskett on 21 Sep. 

Ajkla tat-Tikki 

OSPREY Pandion haliaetus Arpa 
1985 : Singles at Ghadira on 21 Mar, at Owejra !Malta) on 16th (shot) and at Ghadira on 

18 Apr. In autumn recorded daily on 13-17 Sep; singles but 2 on 16th. Sighted at 
Buskett and Rabat. Singles at Dwejra (Malta) on 26th and 28 Sep. 

1986 1 at Gharb on 31 Aug, then in Sep singles at Ghadira on 9th, at Qammieh and Rabat 
on 20th, and over Buskett on 28th. 

'BROADWINGS' 
1985 3 on 19 Apr. On I days in Sep from 8-29th with 13 over Ghadira on 16th highest. 

I on 26 Oct. 
1986 I on 17th and 5 on 28 Mar. Singles on 4th and 17 Apr and on 12th and 14 May. 

on 31 Aug, then on 10 dates in Sep from 2nd to 28th; mostly 1-5. I on 9 Oct" 

LESSER KES1REL Falco naumanni Spanjulett Sekond 
1985 Only recorded in autumn: on 10 dates from 14 Sep to 13 Oct; mainly singles but 2 on 

14 Sep. :'lost records from Buskett. 
1986 In spring singles on 26 Mar at Xaghra and on 5 Apr at Lunzjata. 2 at Buskett on 19th 

and 1 at Dwejra iMaltal on 20 Sep. 

KES1REL Falco tinnunculus Spanjulett 
1985 : 2 at Dwjera (Malta) on 8 Jan and singles on 3 dates in Feb in same area. First in 

spring on 11 Mar, then 40 sightings on 34 days from 20 Mar to 3 Jun- daily from 
18-25 May. Only in low single figures with 6 at Dwejra (Malta) on 26 Mar highest. 
In autumn 1 on 31 Aug, then almost daily from 13 to S Nov; in low single figures, 
highest 7 on 26 Sep at Dwejra (Malta). Singles on and 21 Nov and on 29-30 Dec. 

1986 Singles on 6th and 14 Jan, I on 1st and 1-2 on 21-22 Feb. Spring p2 
Mar to 31 May; almost daily from 26 Mar to 16 Apr. 1here were 42 si 
days, always in low single figures, highest 6 at 1a' Oali on~ Apr, 
In autumn 1 on 23 Aug, then on most days from 7 Sep to 31 Oct; mainly 1-5 but 8 
on 20 Sep and 17 Oct at Dwejra (Malta). Singles in Nov on 7th, 8th,15th and 25th; 
then 4 sightings in Dec from 7th to 29th; singles but 6 at Siggiewi on 22nd. 

RED-FOOlED FALCON Falco vespertinus Zumbre ll 
1985 I on 20th and 2 on 28 Apr;then singles on 4 dates in May from lOth to 23rd. 
1986 : 1 at Owejra iMaLta) on 22 May; then singles on 3rd and 9 Jun. 2 at Buskett on 

MERLIN 
1985 : 

HOBBY 
1985 : 

17 Sep. 

Falco columbarius Seqer ta 1 Denbu 
seen at a taxidermist on 30 Oct. 

Falco subbuteo Seqer tal-Hannieqa 
Singles on 15-16 Apr; then 2 on 16th and singles on 18th and 21 May. In autumn 
singles on 31 Aug and 3 Sep, then almost daily in Sep from lith to 29th; mainly 1-6 
but 9 on 16th and 7 on 28th. Singles on 4 dates in Oct from 5-13th. Most records 
from Dwejra (Malta) and Buskett. 

1986 Singles on 5 dates from 7-23 Apr, on 18 l~ay and on 3 Jun. In autumn 19 sightings 
on 13 dates from 3rd to 27 Sep; mainly 1-3 but 5 on 10th and 17th. I on 
3 on 12th and 1 on 17 Oct. ~lost at Dwejra (Malta) and Buskett. 

ELEONORA'S FALCON 
1985 : Singles at 

Falco eleonorae Bies tar-Regina 
Rabat on 9th and at Bingemma on 26 Jun; I at Dwejra IMaltaJ on 31 Aug 
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then daily on 13~16th and 3 on 24th and 28th !all at BuskeitJ and 
1 at (fVraLta) on 29 Sep. 2 at Rarnla 

1986 : 1 .::ot i on 24 Mar and 1 or: F i l f l a on 8 dales 
ALL records end singles on :2th, 15-16th, 19-20th, 25th 

CMalta) and Buskett. 

PEREGRINE Falco Bie.s 
4 Aug. 1985 1 at 

1986 : Ferha on 6 Jut, at 
on 15 Oct. 2 on 17 

sa or, 23 Aug, at Dwejra {Malta) on 23 Sep 

Unidentified FALCONS Falco sp~ 

ou~ 1 L 
1985 : 

1986 

les on !5th, 19th 
on 5 devs from 28 

Coturnix coturnix Summiena 
Si at Luqa on 11th and at Gharghur 
17 from 2 Mar to 7 all single 
Camino on 1 . 1 at (Malta) on 
On 7 dates in from to 31st when 
ihen singles ar Camino on 26 Apr and at 

Aug, and on 10 days from 2nd to 28 
2 on 9th and ca. 7 or. 17 Oct. [Jiost 
1 on 14 Nov at Oammteh. 

on 15 Feb. Spri 21 sightings on 
for 5 aT 24 ~'Jar and 4 at 

In autumn 1 at same Lace on 17 Sep. 
irds mainly recorded 3 on 9th. 

Dwejra (Malta) on 1 May and 11 Sep. 

~<IAl ER RAIL Rallus aquaticus GalLozz tax-Xitwa 
1985 : 1-3 at Ghadira Jan and Feb and up to 19 Mar. Singles on 28 Jul and on 8 

to 22 Sep, buT 3 on 21 Sep. lhen to 15 from 4 Oct 
from Gnad ira exceot for 1 at ><emx i on 7 Nov. 

1986 l-5 at Ghadira on most from 1 Jan to 28 Mar. First autumn record on 23 
then aLmost daily at ra from 25th onwards. Mainly U;J to 10 birds but max of 
on a few dates in Nov-Dec. 2 records outside Ghadira: 1 at Lunzjata on 5 Oct and 1 
at Xemxija on 9 Dec. 

SP011 ED CRA.KE 
1985 : Si 

Porzana porzana Gullozz at-l ikki 
at Ghadira on 5 dates from 3 Jan to 6 Feb. 

at Ghadira on 15 dates tram 1 Oct io 26 Dec, 
2 at Chadwick Lakes on 12 Oct 

but 3 on 19-20 Oct and 2 or 
14 Nov. 

1986 at Ghadlra on 23 15 Feb and 8 Mar. lhen 1 at 26 Sep and 1 

ira on 17 ddtes from Nov t~ 11 Dec but 2 were seen 1 record out-
side Ghadira. 1 at bingemma on 30 !\lov. 

L lll L E CRf\KE Porzana parva GaL Lozz 
at Gnadira on 11 Mar; 

Ghadira on 30 Oct,, 
1985 Si 16th and 30 Nov; on lsi and 22 Dec. 
1986 : 

COR:~CI~AK~ CJ.'ex crex Gal Lozz ahPlar 
1985 2 at C~1adwic~ Lakes on 12 Oct. 

~¥JOI"\HEN 

1985 : 

1986 

C:IJOl 

Gallinula chloropus GalLozz Jswed 
On mos7 days OT Ghadira fror1 1 Jan io 21 Hay with max of 16 on 1 Jan. 1-5, 
frorr! 26 Mar. recoros outside Ghadira: 1 at i<!rkop un 18th and 2 at Val 
on 23 Mar. or: 2-3 Jun at Ghadlra. lr~ autumn, 1-4 on 11 oates from :21 Sep to 
Oct, then daily fron• 29 Oct to 31 Dsc. Main~y up to 15 birds ~ut 20 on 9th and 21 
Dec. ALL autumn records from Gnadl~a except for 1-2 at Xemxija on 3-8 Nov. Af 
le.Jst lwo oairs br·ed in c; (see Il-Merill 24, p.20). 
Almost daily at Gnadira fror:1 1 w;+h max of 10 counted on 4 days, then 
or. 1Cl daies from 5 Apr io 22 May; mainly 1-2 but 3 on 5 Aor. Only L1 singles 
recorded outside Ghadira in 1'-':ar and Aor. 1 on 16 JuL then 1-2 on 14 da:-es frOiT· 
Scp to 4 Oct but 6 at Ghajnsielem on 13tt~. AL~ost Ly 
onwards witn max of 10 o~ 3 in Dec. Oth 
on 6 Nov and 4 a~ M'XlokK on One pair 

taL-Bahar 

~ at 2·'8ugia 
24 J p. ?0). 

Fulica atra l igi 
Or: l y recorded f rof'l ira: up tc 9 in Jan-Feo, +hen decreasing gradually fro~ 
L a:s feu to 25 r·J,ar. 
Apr to Sep tu+ 2 on 
1 C bv 3 ·~ 

Do bird remained when si 
1-4 froffi 1 Oct, 

A+ Ghadira u~ to 10 in J3~ and 9 in Feb de=reasinc from 
15 ~dr. Only u~~~l irrjured bird re~ained, occasi;n~l 

24 

occasion a LL·)r f· ic0~ 1 1 

6 OG 2 Nov increasing to 

~f;ar and u L L 

fhroughout 
i ng oy 

~')ep, 

IL-MERILL No. 25 1988 

but 2 were seen on 20th and 22 increasinq to 3 on 19 Nov. lhen 4 on 3rd 
increasing to 8 on 30 Deco 2 at Xemxija-on 16 !~ov and 3 near Filfla on i2 Dec 
were the only records outside Ghadira. 

CRANE Crus grus Grawwa 
1985 : On 3 dates in Jar. : 14 o·ver larxien on 2nd, 30+ over 

on 4th, and 35+ over Bingemrna on 9th. lhen 3 at 
south Malta and 14 over Ghadira 

and 2 at Buskett on 5i 
1 over Dwejra and Benghisa or 19th 1 1 shot at and 15 at Benghisa on 
all in Oct. 

1986 6 over Dwejra (Malta) on 15 Mar in lng. 2 on 8th and 3 at Hal Far on 9th; 5 
over Mosta and 3 at B'Buaia on 26 ca. 30 over Sia. Lucia on 5 Nov and sin;ls-s 
in Dec a.t Ghadira on 18th and over Oammieh on 28th. -

OY51 ERCAl CHER Haematopus ostralegus GaL L ina taL -Bahar 
1985 8 at Exiles on 2nd and 1 ln Comino Channel on 16 fl,ug. 
1986 : 1 at Ghadira on 27 Sep. 

Fras-servjent BLACK-WINGED 51 Ill Himantopus himantopus 
1985 : 3 records in Mar: 5 on 11th at Ghadi 

Ghadira. lhen 1~2 daily from 1st to 
on 23th, all in P..or at Ghadira. 

2 shot at Mistra on 15th and 1 on 29th at 
15 on 9th, 3 on 16-17th, 1 on 19th and 15 

1986 Only recorded from Ghadira: 4 on '1st and 16 Mar, 2 on 29 !Vtay and 2 on 15 Aug. 

,O..VOCEl Recurvirostra avosetta Xi fa 
1985 Si on 9-10 May; or1 18th and 20 Aug; and on 3 Dec. ALL et Ghadira except 

the lrd on 20 Aug which was at Oawra. 
1986 1 shot offshore on 9 Nov. 

SlONE CURLE\~/ Burhinus oedicnemus lelLerita 
1986 : Singles at la' Zuta on Mar and 1 shoi at Owejra OIJaLtal on 31 Dec. 

PRAl INCOLl Glareola pratincola 
1986 : 1 at Ghad ira or, 17 Apr. 

Pernicjotta 

L! ll LE R! NGED PLOVER Charadrius dubius MonakeL La 
198~· : 1 at Ghadira on 1st, 12tn and 21 Jan. On spring 

to 20 Apr; mal up to 8 b~t max of 10 on 3 days 
8 days from 28 to 1S 1 on 29 Jun" On 

almost daiLy from 7 
at Shadira. i-2 on 

from 9 Jul to 

ro'lar 

1 Sep; mainly but max 12 at Ghadira on 13 
recorded from 11 Sep to 25 Oct with max of 7 at 

n frequently 
otherwise 1-4. 

1 on 2 Nov~ tvlost records throughout the frorr Ghadira~ 
1986 : Single fi max 5, almost dally at ira from 1 Mar to 29 Apr, then -3 on 

in sl on 5 days in Jun-. On autumn on most rorr: 2 Jul 

to Oct with max 6 at SaLina on ·11 Aug~ Oct, 7th 1 hJov. 
Few records outside Ghadira. 

RINGED PLOVER Charadrius hiaticula iV\onakeLLa Prima 
1985 2 at Ghadira on 28 ~liar, tnen 1-3 on 16 days from 10 Aor to 31 

from 13 JuL to 20 1-3 on 9 from 15 Sep to 20 Oct 
1986 Singles on 1st and then 1~2 from 30 Apr to 15 

2 at Salina on 25 Jul, singles 1th and 28 Auq and 
7-29 Seo" ~',ost at Ghadira. -

Charadrius alexandrinus Suwed 

1-2 on days 
ira. 

at Ghadira. 
days from 

on 15 Jan, 14 Jun, 19 Sep and on 4 
on 7th, 24th and 29 Jun, on J9~2Dth 

:3 Oct, all uf Ghadira. 
Jul; on 11 Auq and o~ 4th 

ALL records from Salina and Ghadira. 

DOll EREL Cllaradrius morinellus B i rw ina 
1985 2 sighti of si on 21 !V1ar. lhen singles on 6 dates from 12 5Gp to 6 Oct, 

and on and 30 
1986 Singles on 30 Sep at Dwejra !M0Lial, on 24 Oct at Ghallis and on 6 Nov at Ghadira. 

GOLDEN PLOVER 
1985 : On 11 

40 at 

Pluvialis apricaria 
from 28 Oct io 26 

on 18 Nov. 

Pluviere 
1-5 but 11 at Dwejr.J cr~1aL ta) Or; 17th ar:d 

on 0 Gee. 
1986 1 at Ghallls on 24 Mar. 21 at Uwejra (l~altal on 26 Dei, then or 7 days from d-29 

Nov; singles but ca. 10 at Del imara on 9th and 6 ai Oammieh on 14th. 
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GREY PLOVER Pluvia..lis squatarola PLuviera Pastarda 
1935 2 at la' Oali on 'I Oct 1 then 3 on 22 Nov and 2 on 1 Dec at Ghadirae 
1986 : i at Ghadira on 12 May~ 

LAPWING 
1985 : 

Vanellus vanellus Venewwa 
11 at Zejtun and 8 at Mosta on 10th and 20 at Luqa on 12 Jan, .~gain 10 at Luqa 
on 11th and singles at Ghadira on 17-23 Feb. 1 at Benghisa on 13 Oct, then on 
days from 7th to 30 Nov, max 10 at 1a' Pinu on 10th. 

1986 1-2 at Luqa on 15th and 21 Jan, then on 6 days in Feb from 12-27th, highest 11 at 
Luqa on 16th. 4 at Qammieh on 25 Oct, then on 10 days from 5 Nov to 29 Dec; single· 
figures but 18 on 25th and 25 on 29 Nov, and 30 at la' Qali on 26 Dec. 

Sanderling Calidxis alba PisoiseLLa Bajda 
1985 : 1 at Ghadira on 27 Oct. 

Lll1LE S11N1 Calidris minuta lertuxa 
1985 : Singles at Ghadira on 23 Feb, 12 f~ar and from 30 Mar to 2 Apr, then almost daily 

from 10 Apr to 14 Jun; single to low double figures with max of 15 at Ghadira on 
18 May. Most at Ghadira. 1hen again almost daily (most at Ghadira) from L'2 jun 
to 31 Dec; double figures only on 7 days in Aug-Sep with max of 17 at 1a' Oal i 
on 6 Aug and 15 at Ghadira on 21 Sep. Only 1-5 fl-om 24 Sep onwards. 

1986 1-2 at Ghadira in Jan-Feb, then almost daily there from 1 Mar to 9 Jun. Highest 
45 at Ghadira on 4th and 27 at la' Oali on 14 ~1ay,,otherwise single to low double 
figures. 1-3 on 5 days from 13 Junto 8 JuL, then almost daily from 21 Jul to 
13 Sep; usually 1-10 but 20 at Salina on 1st and 17 at Ghadira on 4 Aug, 1-3 daily 
at Ghadira from 22 Sep to 9 Oct, then 1 or. 15th and from 27 Oct to 19 Nov, 

TE1v1M!NCK'S STINT Calidris temminckii lertuxa Griza 
1985 1 at Ghadira on 8 days from 13 Apr to 6 May,then 2 at Ramla Valley on 8-9th, 1 at 

Ghadira on 19th and 3 on 28th and I on 30 May at Salina. 1 at la' Oali on 19 Aug. 
1986 1 on 21st and 3 on 25th at Ghadira and 1 at Ramla Valley on 29-30th in Apr. 1hen 

singles at Ghadira on 19 May, 15 Jun, 27 Jul 1 21 .A.ug and 3rdj 8th and 17 Seo. 

CURLEW SANDPIPER Calidris ferruginea Beggazzlna Hamre 
1985 : 1-2 on 6 dates from 9-21 Apr, then almost daily from 7-26 May. 30 on 9th 

and 20 on 10 otherwise 1-8. All at Ghadira except 1 at la' i on 16 Apr. 
Singles on l and on 5 days from 14-31 Aug. Most at Ghadira. 

1986 4 on 12th, then up to 7 on most days from 27 to 14 May, and singles on :24th and 

DUNLIN 
1985 : 

1986 : 

RUFF 
1985 

1986 : 

26 May, and on 15-16 Jun at Ghadira. 2 on 25 l and 1 on 11-13 Aug at Salina. 
3 on 12th and 1 on 30 Sep at Ghadira. 

Calidris alpina Beggazzina tat-1 izz 
1-2 at Ghadira from 4 Jan to 22 Mar. in autumn, singles on 26th and 29 Jul, then 
present almost daily at Ghadira from 4 to II Dec. HighesT 7 at Sal ina on 25th 
and 6 at Ghadira on 10 Sep, otherwise • 2-3 again at Ghadira from 21-29 Dec. 
Only 4 sightings outside Ghadira. 
1-3 at Ghadira from 1 Jan to 26 Mar. In autumn singles on 20th and 25 .Jul, and 
1-5 almost daily from J-25 Aug. Again almost daily from 6 Sep to 21 Oct and from 
27 Oct to 7 Nov; max of 4 on 19-20 Sep 1• otherwise 1-3. 1 on 18 Nov. Except for 
6 sightings, aLL at Ghadira~ 

Philomachus pugnax Girwiel 
1 on 13th and 1-4 on 23-25 Feb, 1hen on most days from 3 Mar to 18 Jun; single 
figures but up to 10 on 31 Mar and 18-19 Apr. All records at Ghadira except for 
8 sightings from la' Qall and Luqa. Si'ngles on 6 days from 19 Jul to 23 Aug then 
1-3 almost daily at Ghadira from 10-28 Sep, 1 on 2 Oct. 
51 on 1st and 16-17 Mar. 5 on 2nd and 1 on 3-5th, and l-3 on 26-28 Apr. 1 on 

then almost daily, mainly at Ghadi from 11 May to 26 Jul; mostly 1-3 but 11 
at a' Oali on 24 May and 5 at Ghadira on Jun. Singles at Ghadira on 17 Aug, 
10th, 12th and 15 Sep. 1 at Lunzjata on I Nov. 

JfV2K SN l PE Lymnocryp-tes minimus C i nkonja 
1985 Singles at Xernxij_a on 4th and at Ghadira on 28 Oct, and again at Xemxija on 2 Nov 

and at Ghadira on 22 Dec. 
1986 at Wied Speranza on 9th and at Lunzjata on 10 Mar. 1 at Mosta on 20 Oct 

SNIPE 
1985 : 

Ghad ira on 

Gallinago gallinagc Bekkacc 
1 on 24 Jan; then on several days from 15 ~ar to 1 May, most at Ghadira. 

2E) 

Usually 
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1-2 but 3 on 15 Apr. I on 1-2nd, then 1-2 daily from 15-22 Sep at Ghadira. 1-2 on 
11 days from 25 Sep to 10 Nov. 

1986 Singles at Ghad ira on 2 Feb, 20 ~~ar and 7 Apr. Also 3 reoorted shot in ~lar and 2 
on 14 May. I on 23 Aug, then 1-2 on 5-11 Sep and frequently from 23 to 31 Oct. 
Singles on 7th and 29 Nov and 2 on 9 Dec. Only 3 sightings outside ira. 

GREAl SNIPE Gallinago media 
1985 : 1 at Ghad ira on 4 Apr. 

Bekkacc ta' Mejju 

Gallina WOODCOCK Scolopax rusticola 
1985 Singles on 15 Feb, 19 
1986 : I on 15 Oct, then 1-2 

Oct, 23rd and 25 Nov; and on 8 Dec. 
on 9 days from 26 Oct to 30 Nov. Most records from Ghadira 

and Bingemma. 

BLACK-lAILED GODWI1 Limosa limosa Girwiel Prim 
1985 : 1 on 13 Mar, then 1-2 daily from 30 Mar to 5 Apr, but a flock of 10 on 30 i~ar. 

All at Ghadira. 

WHIMBREL Numenius phaeopus Gurlin Zghir 
1985 : 4 shot at sea on 26 Oct. 

CURLEW Numenius arquata Gurlin 
1985 2 at Luqa on 18 Apr, 8 at Oawra on 2 Aug and 2 on 29th and 11 on 30 Oct at Benghisa. 
1986 : 1 at Benghisa on 30 Mar and 2 at Ghallis on 29 Nov. 

SP011 ED REDSHANK Tringa erythropus Cuvett 
1985 I on 27-29th and 2 on 30 Mar; singles on 17th, 19th and 28 Apr; 27th and 29 Jun; 

7 Jul; 8th and 19 Aug; 18th and 21 Nov. All at Ghadira. 
1986 Singles at Ghadira on 3 ~lar, 9 Apr and 18 Jun. 

REDSHANK Tringa totanus Pluverott 
1985 : All sightings from Ghadira: 1-2 almost daily from 23 Mar to 3 Apr and 1 on 18 Apr. 

2 on 22nd and I on 27 Jun, then almost daily from 3 Jul to 6 Aug; usually 1-2 but 
3 on 23 Jul. 1 on 13 Sep. 10 on 8th, then singles from 10-30 Nov but 2 on 26 Nov. 
1 record outside Ghadira: 1 on 3 Jul at 1a' Cali. 

1986 Singles at Ghad1ra on 5th and 8 Mar and 8 i~ay. 1hen 1-3 daily from 10-24 Jun and 
singles on 9 days from 27 Jun to 31 Aug, on 2nd and 9 Sep; on 22nd, 27th and 28 Oct 
and on 6 Nova Most records from Ghadira. 

MARSH SANDPIPER Tringa stagnatilis Cewcewwa Zqhira 
1985 : 1-2 on 20-21st and I on 25 Apr; and 1 on 17 Sep. All at Ghadira. 

GREENSHANK Tringa nebularia Cewcewwa 
1985 : 1 daily from 27 Mar to 4 Apr and 1-3 on most days from 13 Apr to 11 May. Almost 

daily from 29 Junto 21 Jul; singles except for 2 on 13 Jul. lhen 1 on 9 days from 
12 Aug to 1 Sep. All records,except for 3 autumn sightings, from Ghadira. 

1986 Singles at Ghadira on 27 Apr and at Salina on 9 Jun. lhen singles at Shadira on 
18th and 30 Aug, and on 6 days in Sep from 2-22nd. I at Mistra on 4 Nov, 

GREEN SANDPIPER Tringa ochropus Swejda 
1985 : 1-3 on 17 dates from 5 Mar to 28 Apr, then 1 on 18th and 2 on 26 Jun. On most days 

from 3 Jul to 7 Sep with a total of 32 sightings. Usually 1-3, but 4 on 16 P..ug. 
1-2 on 19-21 Sep and 1 on 13 Nov. Most from Ghadira and la' Qali. 

1986 1-3 on 19 dates from 5 Mar to 2 May; then singles at Ghadira on 15 May, 21st and 
25 Jun. 1-2 on 6 dates from 9-23 Jul and almost daily from 31 Jul to 3 Sep; usually 
1-4 but 5 at Ghadira on 5 Aug and 6 Sep. Singles at Ghadira on 16 Sep, 6th, 28th 
and 31 Oct, 6th and 28 Nov. 

WOOD SANDPIPER Tringa glareola Pespus tal-Bahar 
1985 1 on 17th, then almost daily from 26 Mar to 13 on 

14th and 14 on 21 Apr, and 12 on 9 en 26 and 
2-7 Jun~ On several days in autumn 1-3, but at 
Ghadira on 21 Aug. 1-3 on 3 dates from ira and la' Oal i. 

1986 Singles at Ghadira on 19th and 28 Mar. lhen 28 sightings of 1-4 on 21 dates from 
I Apr to 15 May. Singles on 27 May, 20th, 26th and 29 Jun. On most from 2 JuL 
to 12 Sep with 18 on 4 Jul and 8 on 4 Aug, both at Sal ina, highest; ise 1-4. 
1 on 21 Sep. 
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COMMON SANDPIPER lictitis hypoleucos ina t ar-R.okka 
1985 : Si at Gnadirc on 19 Jan and then almost daily at various 

si 19 Mar to 15 May; usual 10 at Ghadira on 16-17 Apr. 
Sj on 21st and 27 May. in frorr 1 JuL to 22 Sep, then on 
6 from 2r, to 6 Oct; mostLy in Grand Har~our on 4 Aug. 
Sinales o~ 10th 20 Nov. Peak in 

1986 Sin9Les at Oarnmieh on 25 Jan, 15ih and Feb and on 27-28 Mar. Recorded in si 
fi max almost daily fror., 2 to 15 1-f.ay, then singles on 4 days on 21 

on 3 at Salina on 20-27 Frequent from 4 Jul to 12 Oct witl max 
2 on 10 Sep, oiherwise 1-6. PeaK i; 1\ug. SlnsJLes at Xemxija on 16 Nov and at 

S L i em a on 7 Dec. 

POG~,A.R! NE SKUA Stercora.rius pomarinus 
1935: 1 on 15 Dec (dark phase). 

Ciefa te' Denbna 

GRE_Al SKU,C!, Stercorarius skua 
1986 : I ai Oammier, on 16 Feb. 

Ciefa KDira 

i'1ED ll t:RRAN!::AN GULL Larus melanocephalus Gaww i ja Rasha Sewda 
1985 1 on 17 Jan and 2 on 17 Oct at Ghadir2; 6 and 3 on 26-27 Nov and 1 and 10 on 15-16 

Dec ively 1 hi 10 at Grand Harbour on Last date. 
1936 On 14 between Jan and 2 ~'lar with 50 in Grand Harbour on 25 Jar and on 17 Feb 

st. 1 fourtd dead at Oammieh on 14 Nov, then on 7 dates ln Dec fror'l 2nd to 
ldai lyon 2Gtn-29thl. Single figures, but 30 at Oammieh on 27th. 

Lll1LE GLJLL Larus minutus Gawwija 
1985 Si on 4th and 17-18 Jan 

on Dec. 

ira 
Feb. 3 at Ghadira on 24 Nov and 1 ai Marse 

1936 1 at Msida on 5 Jan. at Ghallis on 
29 Nov; 2 on 25th and 1 at Oammieh on 

5 at M1 XLokk on 18tn and 
Dec. 

at Ghallls on 

SLACK-HEADED GULL Larus ridibundus 
1985 : Recorded frequently fn Jan and ~eb 

to low double but 100 on 8 
then on 

16 

in Mar, last on 24th. 
on 20 Ju11, 18 Jul and ~5 A.ug. 

max of 300 at Grand Harbour on 

Single 
3 on 

1986 200-400 in ~arbours in Jan-Feb out 800+ in Grand Harbour on 25 Jan. 1-5 on 6 dates 
in Mar to 27th, but 20 on 12th. 2 at Ghadira on 11 Jun and 10 Jul. 1 on 29 Oct; 
2 on 2nd, tner1 from 7 Nov onwards, mainly in harbours but aLso around the coast. 
tAax 300 at Marsa on 12 Dec. 

SLENDER-BILLED GULL Larus genei 
198~ Singles a: Ghadira on 1 
1986 Singles ar Ghadira on 

AIJDOU I '5 GULL Larus audouinii 
1986 i at C i rkewwa on 27 Oct. 

Gawwlja Geddumha q 
and dai from 29 to 17 
~1ay and Jul; 2 at ida 

Gawwija Geddumha Anmar 

L~SSER 8 ACK-8ACKCD GULL Larus fuscus Gawwi Dahrha lswed 
1985 5 on 4 dates frorr 1-21 1 on 1 and 2 siohti 
1986 5 ai Oammleh on 27 Mar at St. Paul 1 s Bay on-18 

YLLLQV\1-LEGG[D GULL Larus cachinnans Gawwija Prima 

1 at Oammieh on 27 Dec. 

of singles on 15 Dec. 

1985 Recorded frequently in harbours and along coast wl~ 
breeding in mid-,Jun~ VJinteri in Low double 
m~d-Jul and Oct, when birds the oreedi 

a max count of 300 at Filfla 
figures. Few sighl"!ngs between 
colonies. 

1986 : Present a L L f rre for a per 1 od between L 
few siqhi i numbers in wintering 
28 iJec and on 24 Jan. 

Jun and miC-Oct when onLv a 
months v.Jith 50 at Oammleh on 

ILLED lCRN Gelochelidon nilotica Cirlewwa Geddurnha Ohxon 
1935 : Singles at Ghadira on 26 and 1 Jun and at Ramla Bay on 7 Nov. 
1986 ~i~yles at Cirkewwa on 16 and at Ghadlra on 2 Jul. 

CAS~:, 1 f\J~ l [RI~ S-ee rna caspia C i r LevJWa Prima 
1926 1 at G~adira on 30 May. 

5!\NUVi I 1 ER:\J Sterna sandvicensis Cirlewwa tax-Xitwa 
Singles aT Ghadir2 on 6 Oct, at Marfa on 26 Nov and at Oawra on 18 Dec. 

28 

IL-MERILL No. 25 1988 

1986 1 at Oamrnieh on 25 Jan and 3 at SL iema on 14 Feb. 2 at Oalet f•1arku on 28 Sep and 
1 on 31 Oct. lhen on 7 days from 8-25 Nov, witfl 3 af Ghall is on 16th; othenvise 
1-2. 3 sightings of singles on 27-28 Dec. 

LlllLE lERN Sterna albifrons CirLewwa Zghira 
i 985 : 1 at Bahar i c-Caghaq on 24 Jul. 

\IJH ISKEREO 1 ERN Chlidonias hybridus C i r lewwa o i l-fV:ust ace i 
1985 : 2 on 30 May and 1 on 9 Ju~ at Ghadlra. 

BLACK lERN Chlidonias niger C i r lewv.,·a Sewda 
1985 I at Ghad ira on 11 and 1 offshore on 15 Sep. 
1986 : Singles on 17 Jul ( ) and on 5 Aug at Sali~a and at Ghallis on 16 Nov. 

VVH 11 E-\'1 I NGEO BLACK 1 ERN Chlidonias leucopterus 
~1 985 Singles at Ghadira on 1st and at Xemxi 
1986 : Sinales at Ghadlra on 10 May and o~ 1 

Cirlewwa tal-Gewnah Abjad 
oc 16 ~lay. 

Oct. 

ROCK DOVE Columba livia 1udun taL-GebeL 
~986 : 1, probably of wild stock 1 at Higra r:-erha on 6 Jul. 

WOODPJGEON Columba palumbus ludun tas-Sigar 
1985 : 1 at la' Zuta on 19 May. 

lURlLE DOVE Streptopelia turtur Gamiema 
1985: 1 on :st, then almost daily from 12 Aor to end of ~1ay. 

figures but a heavy passage occurred on 28 /\pr when 'tr 
various Localities in Malta and ca. 5000 at Xaghra, Gozo. 
Jun-Jul witn max of 5 at Buskett on 16 Jun. On most days 
usual 1-10 but 20 at Buskett on 16 Sep. 1 on 9 Oct and 
on 31 

to Low dout)le 
were siohied in 

1-2 at vari~us sites ir 
fro:c 22 /lug io 22 Sep; 
an unusually late bird 

1986 Recorded almost daily tram 4 Apr 1o 4 Jun 
max of 60 at Ghadira on 26 Apr. Si 

to Low double figures bu1 with 
4 at Busketi or' 1:,th, 

throughout Jun. Singl son 3 dates 20 Jul to 
20 Auo to 21 in s ngle fj but 30 at Chadwick 

then Oil Most day::_ fror.1 
or· 7 Sep ar.d 15 ~.;. 

on 31 1- or. 3 from 27 3ep to~ Oct. 

CUCKOO cuculus canorus Daqquqc Kahla 
1985 Sightings of 1-2 dai from 12-16th and 

Ghadira on 12 29 
on 1b /\pr, ng LeS on 1 ~'iay a-:-

1986 18 slghtings of on 15 from 10 
area. 1 at Bingemma on and 1 at 

ro 25 
or, 

mostLy from ~we:;jra/Binger:-1r.1o 

Jun. Sin;Les or 51 Juc. 7 
21st and 30 Sep. 

BARN OWL Tyto alba Barbaaann 
1985 3 signtings of single~ at two sires in Gozo in f\~ar and 
1936 Sightlngs in Gozo on 21-22 Jun, 9th and 23 Aug, 6 Scp 

3 shoi in Gozo on 19 Oc~. 

Kokl·\a 

1 snot OG 30 Oct. 
II Oci; all s i 

SCOPS OWL Otus scops 
1935 : 2 at Bingemma and 

Mtarfa on 12 Oct. 
at Comino on 30-31 March" Singles at Ghadi on 24 1\pr 

1986 Si on 17th and 29 ~'1ar and on 7 Apr. 
at Buskett on 30 Nov and 7 Dec. 

found dead ~i R2bat OG 1:~ Oct 
si 

SHORl-EAREO OWL Asia flrulli~eus Kokka 
1985 : 1 on 20 Jan, 2 shot on 29 Mar and 2 or' 2L; Oc: ond -; i ~g or, 2r!d 

1L Nov. 
1986 Singles at Oammieh on 31 ~Jiar and at Floriand or: 22 Sep" 

G;!GHlJAR Caprimulgus europeus 
!925 on 18th and .~pr, 

(!ViaL tal on 14th, anG 
May. In dufu~r 

Cnadwick Ldkes on 15 
f',USI\(:i t 0-\ 12 j h, c-Ji 

1986 recorded in spr [ ng: 1 at (~al on 20 Mar, ~~~9 
dca:J or1 

SIN i Fl 
1'?85 

; 6th, lOth 18i h, 24th and ~ay. 1 faun~ freshly 

!'-:pus apus Rundun 
1 or, B Jan_ Passage on most d-':lys frorn 20 Mar to 27 ·)ep ,md '-,incls', 

19 Oct Highest numbers in ~~ay and Auc wr-1en often in treb Lo f i 
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1986 
300 on 21 May and up to 200 on 4 May and 13 Aug. 
1 on 15 Feb; then on most days from 1 I Mar to 21 Sep, although almost daily from 
Late Mar to Late Jun and less frequently tltl mld-Sep. ~-1ostly in double figures 
but treble figures on 14 dates between mid-Apr and mid-Aug with max of 400 on 
3 Jun. Late birds on 5 Oct, 1 Nov !2) and 16 Dec. 

PALLID SWIFl Apus pallidus Rundun Kannelll 
1986 : 1 at Qormi on 16 Mar and 2+ at Bingemrna on 27 Au94 

ALPINE SWIFl Apus meLba Rundun Zaqqu Bajda 
1985 5 on 1st and 2 on 27 Apr; singles on 8th, 16th and 18 May; 1 on 10th and 2 on 

30 Jun; 2 on 4th and I on 20 Jul; 4 on 22 Seo. 
1986 1-3 on 10 days from 14 Mar to 30 Jun, then 1 on:; Aug .• Main autumn passage ln Sep 

with 9 sightings of 1-6 on 6 days frorn 8-27th. Singles on 5th and 12 Oct. Most 
autumn records from Dwejra (iv;alta). 

KINGFISHER Alcedo atthis Ghasfur ta' San Martin 
1985 : 1-2 at Ghadira from 1 Jan to 19 Mar. Singles on 11th, 18th and 25 ,Auq, then 1-3 

almost daily at Ghadira from 5 Sep to 12 ~ov, and singles on 23rd and 30 Nov and on 
1 Dec. Only 6 autumn sightings outside Ghadlra. 

1986 2 at Mgarr, Gozo on 1 Jan. From 20 J-..~L on autumn passage vYhen 1-2 almost daiLy at 
Ghadira to year end but up to 3 were present !n 13-10 Oct. i5 sightings outside 
Ghadira. 

BEE-EAlER 
1985 Only 
1986 : Poor 

Merops apias-ter Oerd in-Nahal 
recorded in May with l-5 on 8 days from 2-28th, but 15 on 2nd and 14 on 20th. 
year with only 4 sightings: 2 on 16th and on 23 May, 3 at Salina on 20 Jun and 
12 Sep. I on 

ROLLER Coracias garrulus Farrug 
1985 : 5 i ng les at two different sites on 20 ,Apr, then 1 at Bahar I c-Caghaq on 14 Aug and 

1 at Buskett on 16 Sep. 
1986 Only recorded in singles: at Lunzjata on 19 Apr, at Ghadira on 9-10th and at 

Bingemma on 14 iViay. lhen at Dwejra (IVIalta) on 21 Jun and at Buskett (shot) on 

": l Sep. 

HOOPOE Upupa epops Oaqquqa tat-loppu 
of 1-3 on 17 dates from 14 Mar 

5th and 8 May. In autumn 1-2 on 
1985 : 1 at Selmun on 18 Jan. In spring 26 sighti 

1986 

WRYNECK 
1985 : 

1986 

to 13 Apr, then singles on 21 Apr and on I 
9 from 4 Aug to 16 Sep. 
35 ghtings on 22 dates from 2 Mar to 10 Aor; usually 1-2 but a max of 11 from 5 
sites on 1 Aor. lhen singles on 6 days from 26 Apr to 24 May. 1 at Dwejra <Malta) 
on 9-10 Jun and 15 si<jltings of 1-2 on 12 dates from 7 .~ug to 7 Sep. 

Jynx -torquilla Bulebbiet 
Singles at Ghadira, BusKett and Xemxija in Jan to 2 Feb. On spring migration on 
12 dates from 10 ivlar to 1 May (most in Apr); singles but 2 on Comino on 24 Mar. 
On most days from 1 Sep to 3 Decisingles till mid-Oct, then up to 4. Singles in Dec 
on 6 dates from 8th to 29th. 
Singles at two different sites on 4 Jan, at Ghadira on 7th and at Bingemma on 20 Feb~ 

in spring on 12 dates from 23 Har to 29 Apr; usually 1-2 but 3 on Camino on 6 APr. 
Singles on 8th and 10 fVlay. 1 on 31 Aug, then on most days from 2 Sep to 16 Dec 
with peaks of si ings on 4-15 Oct and 5-23 Nov. Always in singles e~cept for 
2 at Buskett on Oct. 

CP.,LANORA LARK Melanoc:orypha calandza Kalandra 
1985 : 1 ar Benghisa on 13 OcL 

SHORl-lOED LARK Calandrella brachydactyla Bilbla 
1985 : Present from 8 Mar to 22 Sep, with a few irregularly tlll 9 Oct~ !n single-

to low double figures, but max counts were of 100 on 27 May and 150 at la' Cenc 
on 24 Aug. Most passage birds in Apr and from mid-Aug to mid-Sep. Bred as 
usual. 

1986 irregularly from 3-13 Mar, then first sighting on 3 Apr and present till 29 Sep. 
Mostly in low double figures but 150 on Gozo (3 localities) on 30 May. Highest 
numbers of passage birds in Apr and from mid-Aug to Sep. 

~'JOODLARK Lullula arborea Cuqlajta 
1986 : 1 at Dwejra !Malta) on 11 Oct. 
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SKYLARK 
1985 : 

Alauda arvensis Alwetta 
Wintering in small numbers (up to 8) in Jan-Feb,but a small return passage evident 
from lai'e Feb to late Mar when recorded more frequently in single figureso 1-2 on 
4 days on 1-7 Apr. 2 on 29 Sep, then almost daily from 2 Oct to mid-'·<ov with double 
figures from 12th and a max of 130 at Dwejra !Malta) on 26 Oct. Single figures 
afterwards till year end. 

1986 Up to 10 in Jan-Feb at a few sites but more frequently recorded in Mar to 18th, with 
20 on 13th highest. 1-2 on 14 dates from 25 Mar to 20 Apr. First autumn sighting 
on 2 Oct, then almost daily from 5 Oct to 17 Nov; mostly in double figures 
ca.300 !4 localities) on 26 Oct and 100• at Ghallis on 2 Nov. In sinale fiaures 
on a few dates till end of year. - -

SAND MARliN Riparia riparia Hawwiefa tax-Xtut 
1985 : 2 on 21 Mar and 1-3 on 5 days from 27 Mar to 5 Apr. lhen almost daily from 12 Apr to 

6 Jun; mainly double figures but max of 400 on 8-9 May. Poor autumn migration wito 
25 sightlngs on 14 dates from 12-30 Sep; mainly up to 10 but 20 at Dwejra !Malta) on 
27th. On 3 dates in Oct to 18th and 1 on 2 Nov. 

1986 2 on 16 Feb and singles on 4 days from 11-27 'lar. lhen almost daily from 4-30 .~pr 
and less frequent till 19 May; mostly in single to Low double figures with max of 
50 on 29-30 Apr and 11 May. 1-2 on 3 dates from 2-9 Jun. 1 on 3 Jul. In autumn 
on most dates from 28 Aug to 17 Oct with no clear peak; single or low double figures 
with 50 at Dwejra !Malta) on 16 Sep highest. 

SWALLOW Hirundo rustica Huttafa 
1985 : 1 on 2 Mar, then daily from 21 Mar to 27 May with a from mid-Apr to mid-May 

when treble figures on 12 dates, Highest on 9th ( in 5 localities) and 8th (600 
in 4 localities). Up to 10 on 7 dates from 1-18th and 4 on 29 Jun. 2 on 4th and 1 
on 8 Jul. In autumn 2 on 17 Aug, then on 6 dates till 8 Sep, after which daily 
till 10 Nov with a peak from mid-Sep to mid-Oct. 1"1ax of 400 at 8wejra (~1alta) 

on 12 Oct, otherwise in double to low treble figures. Singles on 29-30 Nov and on 
1st and 4 Dec. 

1986 I on 22-23 Feb; then daily from 8 Mar to 30 May with a peak in Apr. Max of 300 
at Ramla Valley on 29 Apr otherwise in double to low treble figures and up to 
30 in May. 1-5 on 7 dates from 2-24 Jun and si on lOth and 20 Jul. in 
autumn daily from 28 Aug to 1 Nov with a peak in Mostly in high double 
figures but in treble figures on most days in Oct with a max of 1000+ <2 Localities) 
on 15th and 500+ at Lunzjata on 11th. 1-3 on 7 days from 3-22 Nov. 

RED-RUMPED SWALLOW Hirundo daurica Reaina tal-Huttaf 
1985 1 at Bingemma on 18 May. · 
1986 : Singles on 10 Mar, on 4-5th and 7-8 Apr. 2 at Ramla 'Ialley on 28th and 30 Apr; 

then again singles on 11 May; 16 Sep and 12 Oct. 

HOUSE MARl IN Delichon urbica Hawwiefa 
1985 : 3 on 14th, then on 12 dates from 16 r~ar to 7 Apr ,,.,ith max of 40 on 30 "'ar hrghest. 

lhen on most days from 11 Apr to 3 Jun with a peak between late Apr- mid-May, max 
800 (from 4 localities) on 9th and ca.400 at Bingemma on 18 ~lay. 1-2 sighted 
regularly at Valletta between 17 Jun and 4 Jul unsuccessfully attempted to breed. 
In autumn on 21 dates from 12 Sep to 13 Nov; usually 1-5 but 150• and 20 on 11-12 
Oct at Dwejra !Malta) highest, 

1986 2 on 16th, 25 on 22nd and 1 on 23rd, all in Feb. 1 on 2nd, then on most 
7 Mar to 12 Jun (daily from 15 Apr to 2 May). Usually in single to mediur:1 
figures but max of 150 at Ramla Valley on 30 Apr. Singles on 18 Jun and 12 Jul. 
In autumn frequently seen from 7 Sep to 23 Oct; usually to 25 but 100 at Dwejra 
!Malta) on 8 Oct and 50 on 23 Sep. Singles on 26 Oct a late bird on 8 llec. 

lAWNY PIPI1 Anthus campes~ris Bilblun 
1985 : 1 on 8th and 2 sightings of 7 and 3 on 21 ~lar. ihen on 8 days from 1-27 

usually 1-2 but 10 at Cumnija on 20th. In autumn 12 sighti on 10 days 
1-25 Sep; singles but 5 on 11th and 3 on 21st, all at 

1986 2 on 29 Mar, then 1-2 on 3 dates from 5-13 Apr. In autumn ion 22 Aug, then 1-5 on 
11 days from 7-27 Sep. 

lREE PIPil An~hus trivialis Dizz 
1985 1 on 28 Feb, then singles on 10th and 17th and daily from 2'1 Mar to 22 Aor, with 

low double figures from first date; max of 50 on 30 Mar. 1-5 on most days till 8 
May. In autumn ion 23rd then almost daily from 30 Aug to 3 Nov 'Nith a max of 20 
on 20 Sep and 26 Oct, otherwise mostly fn single figureso 1 on 8 Nov. 
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1986 Daicy sightings from 16 Mar to 19 with a oeak in Apr when in medium double 
figures with max of 70 (2 sites) on and 50 on Camino on 13th. ln aui·umn 1 on 
15th, then from 31 ~ug to 29 Oct (daily from 12 Sep to 20 Oct), !'lqstly in single 
figures but up to 20 on 23 Sep. 2 on 1st and 1 on '16 Nov. 

MEADOW PIP\l Anthus pratensis Pespus 
1985 : Wintering in many areas in Low double figures 

Small return passage rr:ost evident in 1'-'lar when 
of 100 on 9th. A few till 8 Apr.. 1 on i3th, 
from Late Oct - late Nov when occasionally in 
at la' Oali on 22 Nov. 

in Jan-Feb but max of 60 on 19 Feb. 
an l ncrease of daily sight i ngs and max 
then from 15 Oct onwards with a peak 
Low treble figures. tviax 150 

1986 Up to 30 in many places ln Jan-Feb with a smalL return passage evident from Late 
to early Apr. Low double figures daily ln Mar with a max of 50 on 7th and 20th. 
Last singles on 16 Apr. 1 on 5th and 2 on 12th, then daily from 14 Oct onwards. 
Peak in Late Oct- mid-Nov; occasionally in high double figures with max of 100 
on 26 Oct and I Nov. 

RED-lHROAlED PIPil Anthus cervinus Dizz Ahmar 
1985 Singles at two different sites on 30 ~'iar. lhen 1-5 on 7 dates tram 5-27 Apr. 

1-2 on 4 dates from 21 Oct to 7 Nov. 
1986 1 on 5 Feb, then 1-4 on 4 dates from 2-26 Apr and max of 10 a+ la' Gall on 2 May. 

1 on 24 ,~ug, then singles on 9 dates from 21 Sep to 6 Nov, with most in Oct. 

WAl ER 
1985 
1986 : 

PIP! 1 An:thus spinoletta D zz t a' L -I Lma 
Singles ai Ghadira on 23 Feb and 2-13 Oct. 
1 on 5 Jan at Ghadlra. Almost da ty at same place from 24 Oct to 8 Nov; 2 on 
28 Oct. otherwise singles~ 

YELLOW Motacilla flava ! star 
1985 : then on most days from 12 Mar to 3 Jun with a peak from to 

ml 60 at la' Oall on 8 May, otherwlse in single or Low double gures. 
days tram 10-30 Jun and 1 on 21 Jul. In c,utumn si figures from 

with daily sightings from 4 Sep to 19 Oct when up to occcsionally, but 
of at Salina on 11 Seo. 5 on 27 Oct then sinoles on 5 dates tlli. 6 Nov. 

1986: In 1 on 2 then 1-5 frequentl.y,becomlilg dally from 25 ~J:ar to 16 

GREY 
1985 

wi a till 27 Usually ln single to low oouble figures but a max 
on 8-9 Apr at la' Oal Singles on 11th and 16 Jun. ~~autumn 1 on 11th, then 
daily from 15 to 19 Oct with a peak from early Sep to mid-Oct. lllostly in 
double figures treble figures roost ng ar max 300 on 4 Oct. 
Singles on 3 dates i ill 31 Oct. LaTe Singles lra Ofl 17th and 24 Nov. 

WAGlP,IL Mo-tacilla cinerea Zakak tad-Dell 
1-2 in a few areas in Jan-Mar to 3rd. 1 on 21 Aug~ then from 22 Sep onwards; 

Feb 

max 

1986 
mostly but a max of 10 at Lunzjata on 9 Nov and in laie Dec. 
Wintering in areas in Jan-Mar to 12th; mostly 1-2 but 3 at Lunzjata on 19 
Jen. In autumn 1 on 9 Sep, ther. 1-3 on a few dates tiLL 6 Oct, after which daily 

WH 11 E 
1985 : 

'1986 

si ings till laie Nov, then Less frequently till end o~ year. Highest numbers 
in and Nov with max of 6 at Ghadira on 9 Nov. 

WAGl A I L Motacilla alba Zakak Ab j ad 
Single to low double fi ln Jan-Mar but 60 at Marsa on 3 Feb. Highest numbers 
at roosts (ca.500 at roost counts were made. Singles tiLl 
9 f\pr. 4 on 25 Apr. SingLes on from 12 Oct tiLL year end; mostly 
in hign double f in peak period (mid-Oct - late Nov)" But max of 120 at 
lvlarsa on 24 Nov. n no proper counts a+ Valletta but ca~ 1000 on 5 DE·C. 
Up to 50 in severaL places in Jan-Mar wlth a few irregularly till 22 Apr. A 
smell return passage most evidenT in Mar with more frequent sl ings.ca.4500 were 
counted on 25 Jan at the Valletta roost.. 1-2 were present at lna from 20 Jun to 
11 JuL. lhen in si figures from 3rd, increasing rapidly from 15 Oct; mostly 
in double figures up to 50. Highest numbers at roosts altnouqh no proper roost 
counts were made (ca.1000 at Valletta on 4-6 Nov). Smaller numbers in Dec~ 

\tJRU~ Troglodytes -troglodytes Bum i stur 
1985 SinoLes at tvlarfa from 3-26 Jan and at 8ingemma from 23 Jan to 16 Feb. 1 at 

at ic-Cumnija on 7 Dec. 

DLJNNOCK Prunella modulaz-is Ziemel 
198? : Sinale to Lov·: doub:.e fiaures !n most 

Bus;ett on 30 Jan. Lat~ singles on 
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autumn reaching low double figures Peak from late Oct. Max of 40 at 
Binoemma on 2 Nov and up to 50 at in Dec. 

1986 Max-of 50 at Buskett in Jan and at Bingemma in otherwise up to 10 in 
other areas. In smaller numbers in Mar to 23rd. in moult at Ghadira on 
14 Aug and singles on 27 Sep and 14 Oct. lhen from 18th om<ards, reaching medium 
double figures by 31 Oct. Peak in Nov with double figures almost aai Ly, max 50 at 
Bingemma on 8th. 

ALPINE ACCENl OR Prunella collaris 
1985 : 3 at la' Cenc on 7 Nov. 

Ziemel ta' ~-ALpi 

ROBIN 
1985 : 

Erithacus rubecula Pitirross 
Single to low double figures in Jan-Mar at most places but up to 100 at Buskett. 
1-4 on a few days till 14 Apr. Singles on 11th and 26 On 4 fcom 6-23 Jun 
with 3 at Buskett on last date. lhen 1-2, mainly at and ick Lakes, 
during Jul-Aug. 1-3 on most days in Sep but 5 on 29th. Main autumn migration from 

1986 

2 Oct with numbers increasing daily,reachlng double fi by 12th. Peak from 
mid-Oct to mid-Nov when treble figures on most days~ w up to 350 at Buskett. 
Smaller numbers in Dec. 
In low treble figures at Bingemma and Buskett in Jan-Mar with a max of 200 at 
Buskett on 16 Mar. Low double figures in other areas. Numbers reduced after 
mid-Mar with a few till 10 Apr. lhen 1-3 on 10 dates from 29 Apr to 22 Jun. 
1-2 in Jul-Aug, mainly at Bingemma, Buskett and Chadwick Lakes. lhen a few 
singles in Sep, with numbers increasing from 26th. Already in double figures by 
Oct with a peak reached between mid-Oct and mid-Nov with Low treble fi 
frequently. Max 250 at Dwejra (!Vialta) on 1 Nov. UD to 40 at Busr.ett lng Dec. 

lHRUSH NIGHl INGALE Luscinia luscinia 
1985 : 1 singing at Buskett on 22 Jun. 

Rozinjol Prim 

NlGHl INGALE Luscinia megarhynchos RozinjoL 
1985 : On most days in spring from 21 Mar to 4 May with a max of 10 on Camino o~ Apr, 

otherwise 1-8. Peak in Apr. 1 on 27 May. lr. autumn almost daily si 
Aug to 22 Sep; mostly 1-5 but 10 at Bingemma on 4 Sep. Singles,.most 
(~alta): from 30 Sep to 9 Oct. 

1986 Singles on 20-2lst, then from 26 Mar to 17 May with dai ings 
to 1 May. Mostly 1-8 but up to 15 at Camino or. 6 Apr. Binoemma on 
from 20 Jul to 10 ,"\ug, then on most days from 17 Aug to 28 Sep vJi 
Wied il-Luq on 31 Aug. 

BLUElHROAl Luscinia svecica Kudirross Blu 
1985 1-2 at Ghad ira on 22-23 Mar. SingLes at saitle on 1st and 19th; and at Rabet 

on 13th and at Lunzjata on 24 Oct. 1 on 2nd 2 on 8 Nov, again a~ u. 
1986 In Mar singles at Lunzjata on 4th and 

autumn singles at Xemxija on 11th and 
Ghadira on 8-9th and !n 
on 12 Oct. 

BLACK REDSlARl Phoenicurus ochruros Kudirros iswed 
1985 : Single figures in Jan-Mar to 31st with a sl i increase in max 15 a+ 

Cumnija/Oammieh on 9th. 1-2 on 19-20 Oct, from 26th -mostly ln high 
single figures but up to 15 at la' Cenc on 7 ~ov. Smaller numbers in Dec. 

1986 1-2 ln several areas in Jan-FeD with an increase to hi sinale figures from late 
Feb to mid-Mar. Max of 10 at la' Zuta on 2 r-';ar. on i'11a;. lhen from 17 C)ct: 
with an increase in Nov. Usually uo io 15 Duo 25+ (various sites in f·'1aL+ai on 
12th. Smaller numbers !n Dec. 

REDSlARl Phoenicurus phoenicurus Kudirross 
1985 : Singles on 23rd and 30-31 fVIar. lhen 28 sightings of 1-3 on 17 datos i·rm 7 Apr 

1986 

to 12 May with most sightings in late In autumn 1 on 4th, then on mcst c 
from 10 Sep to 15 Oct with max of 5 at ingemrna o:: 14 Sep. Si11gles or 3 dates 
20-27 Oct. 
In spring singles on 4 dates from 8-26 ~1a , then 1-4 on most 
18 May with most in Apr. On autumn migra ion 1 on 19tn anJ 28 
Sep to 25 Oct, with daJly sighting from 7 Seo to 19 Oct. Usual 
at Buskett on 27 Sep. Late singles at Xemxija on 1st and 3 ~ov. 

frorn 2 f\,pr io 
then Trcrf' 2 
l-5 bui 20 

WH I NCHAl Saxicola rubetra Bucaqq tas-S ilL c 
1985 : 1 on 20th, then almost daiLy fror1 30 U1ar to 11 ~·~ay and on 6 dates tiLL 31 !'f:d'/. 

Most from mid-Aor to ·with max 20 on 27 and 10 in uut~mn 1 on 
5th then almost' daily from Sep; usualLy rnux 10 Cumnl ja on 14111. 
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1986 Spring migration from 5 Apr with alrnosi daily sightings till 18 May. Most in early­
mid-May with max of 20 at Owejra (Malta) on 3rd, otherwise up to 10. 1 on 22 May. 
In autumn 1 on 19th and 30 Aug. lhen 1-2 on 15 days from 2 Sep to 14 Oct. 

SlONECHAl Saxicola t.orquata Bucaqq tax-Xii"wa 
1985 : At various sites in Jan-Mar to 21st with a max of 50 {various sites in Gozo) 

on 9 Mar, otherwise up to iO~ In autumn 2 on 15tJ-, then single figures from 28 Sep 
reaching double figures by 5 Oct. Peak from mid-Oct to late Nov with max 50 at 
la 1 Qali on 7 Nov. Uo to 15 in Dec bur max of 40 on 20th. 

1986 1-10 ln several areas in Jan-Feo with a sLight lncrease !nearly Mar, max 30 at 
la' Oali on 3rd. Last si on 18 Mar. Single figures from 23 Sep increasing to 
double figures by 4 Oct. igner numbers from mid-Oct to late Nov with a max of 
40 at Ghar Lapsi on 29 Nov. Up to 10, mostly at Ghad_ira, in Dec. 

lt~HEl\lEAR Oenanthe oenanthe Kuda 
1985 : On most days in ing from 9 Mar to 2!3 Aor VJith a few irregularly till. 10 May. 

Usually 1-5 but at Cumnija on 30 Ma:c. Nc clear peak. In autumn, almost daily 
from 18 to 30 Sep; mostly 1-5 but max of 14 on 22 Sep. 1-2 on 8 days in Oct 
to 19th. ingles on 8th and 13 Nov. 

1986: In spring from 2 with sightings on most days till 13 A.pr and then on 11 days 
to 8 Mav. Usually but 20 at Oammieh on I Apr highest. in autumn daily from 15 
Aug to 7 Oct, then on a few scattered dates to 25 Oct. Most in Sep when in high 
slngle to low double figures, max 25 at Cumnija on 6 Sep. 

3LACK-EARED WHEAlEAR oenanthe hispanica Kuda Dumnikana 
1985 Singles on 30 ~lar and 6-7 Apr, then 2 at Owejra (Malta) on 20-22 Apr. 1 on 7th 

and 11 Sep at same place. 
1986 1 on 5-6 Apr. Singles on 5 dates at Dwejra l~laltal from 3-2i Sep. 

ROCK lHRUSH Monticola saxatilis Ganbublu 
1985 Singles at Ghadira on 1st and at ZebbU<J on 21 Apr. at Dwejra \f-.1altal 

on 6 Sep. 
1985 Singles on 6th and 17 May and on 5th and 16-17 Sep. 3 on Comino on 9 Oct. 

8LUE ROCK lHRUSH Monticola soli-tarius Merill 
1985 Breeding, mainly around coastaL cLiffs, ln good numbers. Up to 20 in parts of 

Gozo l n ,ll..pr-t-'lay. A few recorded inLand espec! ally 1 n Sep-~{ov. 
1986 At most breeding sites as previous year with slightly higher numbers recorded in 

Sep-Oct with max 20 at Qammieh. A feVJ inland in 1\ug-Nov due tc dispersal of young 

birds. 

RING OUZEL Turdus torquat.us Malvizz tas-Sidra Bajda 
1986 : 1 at i l-Oaws on 21 Oct. 

BLACKBIRD Turdus merula Malvizz lswed 
1985 Singles on 26 Feb and 9 Mar. 1-3 on 13 widely scattered dates from 15 Oct to 

29 Dec. 
1986 Singles on 19 Jan and Apr; then 13 sightings on 9 dates from 21 Oct to 10 Nov. 

In Dec singles on 7th and at Ghadira on 22-30th. 

FlELDFARE Turdus pilaris Malvlzzun tal-Otajja' 
1985 18 sightings of 1-2 on 15 dates from 12 Jan to 13 Feb, mainly at Ghadira and 

Bingemma~ 
1986 14 at Sarraflu on 8th and 1 at Ghadira on 11 Nov. 

SQ~,JG l HRUSH Turdus phi lome los Mal vi zz 
1985 In single figures,occasionally up to 15 in Jan-Feb, then a slight increase in Mar, 

with to 20 on 21st. 1-3 on 4 dates in Apr to 13th. in autumn from 6 Ocr, with 
the n passage period between mid-Oct and mid-Nov when mostly in double figures, 
but max 100 at Dwejra !Malta) and Ghaclira on 19th and 20 Oct respectively. 
Frequently recorded till year end with up to 10 at Buskett. 

1986 Wintering in single figures in Jan-Mar to 21st, with max of 10 at Dwejra IMaltal 
on 21 Feb. 2 on 1st and 3 on 6 Apr. Early singles on 31 Aug and 7 Sep; then 
almost daily from 2 Oct to year end with a peak reached between mid-Oct and mid-Nov, 
when double figures daily and max of 230 at 4 siies on 18th~ ln s:naller numbers in 
Dec. 

Rt:::JW! NG Turdus il.iacus MaL vi zz Ahmar 
1985 : On 10 dates from 23 Jan to 3 Mar with max of 9 on 9 Feb, otherwise 1-5. Most 
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records from Buskett; 1 at Ghad ira on 1st and 8 Dec. 

MISlLE lHRUSH Turdus viscivorus Malvizzun Prim 
1985 1 shot at Dwejra <r~altal in mid-Nov. 
1986 : 1 at Ghad ira on 30 Oct. 

CETTI'S WARBLER Cettia cett:i Baghal ta' L-Gholliq 
1985 Breeding at suitable localities. Max 15 at Buskett inJun-Aug. 
i986': Same numbers as previous year, breeding in usual areas. A few from other areas 

after Sep. Max 20 at Buskett on 22 Jul. 

FAN-lAILED WARBLER cisticola juncidis Baghal ta' l-lmrewha 
1985 : In double figures throughout the year with higher numbers between ,\1ay and Oct. ."'ax 

100 at Ghajn Rihana on 29 Jul, otherwise mostly in high double figures from a few 
areas. Smaller numbers in Jan and Dec. Common breeding bird. 

1986 Widespread in stable numbers with up to 50 at Ghadira in Apr-Sep and medium 
double figures in many places. Smaller numbers in Jan, Nov and Dec. Commonly 
breeding. 

SAV I' 5 WARBLER Locustella luscinioides Bagha l ,~hmar 

1985 2 at Ghadira on 28th and 1 at Rabat on 31 Mar. 1 at Lunzjata on 7 Sep. 
1986 : 1 at Ghad i r9 on 30 .~ug. 

MOUSlACHED WARBLER Acrocephalus melanopogon Baahal Oastni 
1985 10 sightings of singles on 8 dates from 1-28 Nov (daily from 6-10th), mostly 

from Xemx i ja and Lunzjata. 
1986 On 11 scattered dates from 20 Oct to 10 Dec; all singles except for 2 on 20 Nov and 

10 Dec. All records from Ghadira, except for 2 at Xemxija and 1 at Lunzjata. 

SEDGE WARBLER Acrocephalus schoenobaenus Baghal tas-Simar 
1985 : Singles on 2nd and 10th, then 1-2 almost daily from 23 Mar to 5 Apr and again on 

most days from 14 Apr to 28 May when mostly 1-3, but 6 at Ghajn Rihana on 27 Nlay. 
1-2 on 4 dates in Sep from 6-28th; 1 on 6th and singles on 6 days from 19-29 Oct. 
1-2 on 3-4 Nov. 

1986 1 on 10th, 2 on 13th and singles on 19-20th; then 1-3 daily from 28 Mar to 7th, 
followed by 1 on 15th and then almost daily sightings from 25 Apr to 7 May. 
Max 10 at Lunzjata on 29 Apr, otherwise 1-5. 1-2 on 6 dates till 29 May. In 
autumn 1 on 30 Aug, then 15 sightings of 1-2 on 13 dates from 7 Sep to 11 Oct and 
singles on 22-23 Oct. Unusually late bird at Ghadira on 10 Dec. 

PADDYFIELD WARBLER Acrocephalus agricola 
1986 : 1 at Lunzjata on 5-6 Sep lringedl. 

Baghal tas-Saqw i 

MARSH WARBLER Acrocephalus palustris Saghal ta' l-Aghdajjar 
1985 Singles at Chadwick Lakes on 19 Aug and at Xemxija on 27 Oct. 
1986 : 1 at Chadwick Lakes on 14th and up to 4 at Lunzjata on 24-31 Aug. 

REED 
1985 

i986 

WARBLER Acrocephalus scirpaceus Baghal tal-Oasab 
Singles on 9 days from 27 Apr to 22 Jun, with most in Jun. In autumn 1 on 4th 
then on most days from 10 Aug to 21 Oct, with most mid-Aug- Sep. In single 
figures max 4 on 18 Aug and 1 Sep. Late bird at Ghadira on 8 Nov. 
Singles on 22nd and 28 Apr, 1st and 25 May. In autumn 1 on 29 Jul then in 
single figures on most days from 3 Aug to 28 Oct with max of 5 at ck Lakes on 
25 Aug and at Xernx i ja on 28 Sep. 1 on 3 Nov. 

GREAl REED WARBLER Acrocephalus arundinaceus Baghal Prim 
1985 : 1 on 3rd, then 24 sightings on 15 dates from 13 Apr to 11 usually 1-3 but 

at Ghadira on 16 Apr. In autumn singles on 1st, 14th and on 1 Oct and 
1 Nov. 

1986 1 at Lunzjata on 24-25 Mar; then 1-3 almost daily from 5 Apr to 10 with a peak 
in late Apr. Singles on 4 dates from 17-24 May. 1 on 20 Jun. In singles on 
10th and 30 Aug, 1st, 20th and 27 Sep, and 1 Nov. 

OLIVACEOUS WARBLER Hippolais pallida 
1985 : 1 at Kennedy Grove on 30 Mar. 

Bekkafik Griz 

I Cl ER I NE WARBLER Hippolais ic:terina Bekkaf i k ta' l-Ghana 
1985 : On most days in spring from 26 Apr to 3 Jun, with a peak Usually 

1-5 but max of 10 near Chadwick Lakes on 7th and 20 at Bi l on 
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1986 

and 105 on 5 days from 19-29 Sep. 
in single fi~ures, but max of 25 at 

{MaLta) on 1 on 2nd and 2 on 7 Jun. In autumn singles on 
14 Sep and 5th, 12th and 17 Oct. 

D~.Rl FORD WARBLER Sylvia undata 
1986 : 1 at SL iema on 7 Dec6 

Bufula tax-Xaghrl. 

SPECl ACLED W.~RBLER 

1985 Still present 
in Sozo on 27 

Sylvia conspicillata Bufula Hamra 
in small numbers through out the year at various sites. Max 15 

1986 Mostly sighted 
C3 localities) 

n singLe figures with the highest numbers in May-Jun wlth max 20 
in Gozo on 30 May. A s L i ,ght l ncrease over previous year evident. 

SUBALPINE WARBLER Sylvia cant.illans Bufula i::.assajra 
1985 : On most days from 20 ivlar to 14 with max 20 on Comlno on 1 Apr; otherwise up to 

10. 1-2 on 6 dates from 19-28 in autumn, almost daily from 16 Jul to 28 Sep, 
with most from late JuL To double figures on mos+ days, max 60 at 
Buskett on 11 Aug. 

1986 2 on 7th, then almost daily from 12 Mar to 16 Apr; in single figures, bu-t max 10 at 
2 sites on 2 Apr. Singles on 25 Apr and 4 May. In autumn 1-3 on 4 dates from 
6-!3th, tnen almost daily from 19 Jul to 29 Sep. In low double figures mainly in 
Aug - mid-Sep, max 40 on 7th and 24 Aug. 

SARDINIAN WARSLER Sylvia melanocephala Bufula Sewda 
1985 Common breeding resident in stable numbers. 
1986 : Widespread and present ln various habitats throughout the year. Breeding 

in usual numbers. 

RUPPELL'S W.~RBLER Sylvia rueppelli Bufula tal-Pavalor 
1985 : 1 male at Dingl i on 2 Apr. 

LESSER WHilElHROAl Sylvia curruca Bekkafik lrmied 
1985 Singles at Ghadira on 24 Apr; at Chadwick Lakes on 18 Aug; at Dwejra (Malta) on 

1 Sep and at Rabat on 2 Nov and 1 Dec. 
1986 1 at Chadwick Lakes on 17 Aug and singles on 7 dates at Ghadira from 6-26 Sep. 

WH i l El HROAl Sylvia communis Bekkaf i k ~.hmar 
1985 : 1 on 23rd and 31 Mar; then 1-2 on 1-2nd, 1 on 14th and on most days from 19 f\pr to 

12 usually up to 10 bui max of 20 21t Dwejra (t'ial ta) on 28 Apr. 3 on 18 May and 
1 on Jun. In autumn singles on 4 Sep and 12 Oct. 

1986 In spring, 1-3 on 7 dates from 3-15 Apr and almost daily from 22 Apr to 16 May. 
Mostly 1n single tc low double figures L,p to 15; but an influx 1n early May with 
max of 100 at Dwejra U"lalta) I Bingemma on 3rd and 50 at Ghadira on 4th. 1 on 
28 f11ay. In autumn singles on 23 Aug, 3rd and 30 Sep. 

GARDEN WARBLER Sylvia borin Bekkafik 
1985 : Sprins:J passage from 14 Apr to 25 May with a peak from early- mid-!V.Iay. !n single 

to low double figures but 55 at Dwejra/Bingemma on 11 May highest, 1 on 11th, then 
almost daily from 18 Aug to 30 Sep; low double figures frequent in Sep with max of 
40 at Binqemma on 1st. 1-2 on 3 dates from 15-27 Oct. 

1986 Singles on 5th and 16th, then almost daily from 20 Apr to 31 May; in double 
figures on most days througnout May, but max 100 at Bingemma on 18 May. Singles 
on 2nd and 7 Jun. In autumn, I on 11th then on most days from 17 Aug to 5 Oct with 
double figures on a few days, max 50 at viied i l-Luq on 31 Aug. 1-2 on 3 dates from 

10-23 Oct. 1 on 2 Nov. 

BLACKCAP Sylvia a~ricapilla Kaplnera 
1985 : In doubLe figures at a few s l tes 1 n J an-·Mar but higher numbers at Busket t; max 

counts for each month- 3000 on 26 Jan, 2000 on 9th and 16 Feb and 2 Mar. Single 
figures till 21 Apr. 1 singing at BusKett on 23 Jun and 1 on 5 Aug. In autumn 
single figures from 12 Oct, with double figures only on 3 dates in Dec; max 50 at 
3uskett on 8th and 22nd and at Lunzjata on 29th. 

1986 lreble figures at Buskett and up to 20 elsewhere in Jan-Apr to 2nd, numbers 
increasing in Mar with max 200 at Buskett on 16th. Singles on 3rd and 5 May, and 
singing at Buskett on 15 Jun. 1 on 12th, then singles on a few days from 26 Sep 
to 18 Oct; then more frequent, reaching low double figures by mid-Nov with max 25 
at Buskett on 23rd. Numbers stable till year end. 
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YELLOW-BROWED WARBLER Phylloscopus inornat;us Vjolin tal-Faxx 
1985 Singles at Mellieha on 12th, at Lunzjata on 19th and at Sarraflu on 29 Oct. 
1986: Singles at B'Kara on 29 Sep; at Xemxija on 11th and 18th and at Lunzjata on 26 Oct; 

and again at Xemxija on 3 Nov. 

BON ELL I' S WARBLER Phylloscopus bonelli V jol in Bajdan; 
1985 Singles at Ghadira on 16th, 22nd and 25 Apr, and on 4 ;Jay. 
1986: Singles at Ghadira on 5th and 11 Apr. 

WOOD WARBLER Pbylloscopus sibilat.rix VJol in Hadrani 
1985 On spring passage almost aaily from 29 Mar to 16 May with most fro'11 mid-Apr to early 

1986 

May. Max of 100 at Dwejra (Malta) on 28 and 200 at Buskett on 7 May, otherwise 
single to medium double figures~ 1 on 21 In autumn 1 on 10 Aug, then 16 
sightings of 1-5 on 13 dates from 1 Sep to Oct; most in late Sep. 
Almost daily from 2 Apr to 15 fl1ay with a peak from late Apr-early r~ay. Single to 
low double figures, max 30 on 3 days. 1 on 31 May. In autumn 26 signtings of 1-4 
on 21 days from 8 Aug to 20 Oct. ~lost sight i ngs in Sep. 

CHIFFCHAFF Phylloscopus collybi~a Vjolin tax-Xitwa 
1985 : Single to Low double figures in Jan-Mar with max of 30 from some areas on a few 

dates. Singles on 1-2 Apr. In autumn singles on 13th and 16tn, then daily from 
19 Oct till end of year; mostly in double figures in most places but up to 100 
on some days. 

1986 In treble figures only at Lunzjata in Jan to mid-Mar, max 300 on 15th and 23 Feb, 
otherwise up to 40 elsewhere. Numbers decreased to single figures after mid-Mar 
with last on 16 Apr. Singles on 28 Apr, 7th and 18 ~:ay. In autumn 1-2 on 4-5th, 
1 on 12th and daily from 18 Oci onwards. Higher numbers in Nov with 30-40 on most 
days reaching treble figures in late Dec. Max 100 at Chadwick Lakes on 25th and 
200 at Lunzjata on 29th. 

WILLOW WARBLER Phylloscopus t;rochilus Vjolin Pastard 
1985 : In spring almost daily from 21 Mar to 11 ~iay with peaks in Late ~'lar and late 

Max 50 on 29 fvlar and 30 on 30 .A.pr at Ghadira, otherwise si to Low do:..~ble gures. 
in autumn on most days from 18 Aug to 20 Oct, with most l~ High single figures, 
max 10 at Chadwick Lakes on 15 SeP. 1-4 daily from 30 Oct to Nov. 

1986 Almost daily from 19 Mar to 9 May with a peak in late Mar-early Single to lOW 

double figures, with 25 at Xemxija on 31 Mar highest. 1-2 on 4 from 13-24 
May and 1 on 8 Jun. In autumn, singles on 8th and 11th, and 1-5 on most Trom 
14-31 Aug, then dally in Sep and Oct to 26th, with max of 25 at la' Oal i on Seo, 
otherwise mostly in high single figures. 

GOLDCRES1 Regulus regulus Bufula tal-Oamar 
1985 Singles on 15 Jan and 9 Feb. 1-4 on 8 dates from 27 Oct to 23 Nov. 
1986 : Only 3 sightings: singles at Ramla on 14 Mar and at Ghadira on 6-7 Nov. 

FIRECRESl Regulus ignicapillus Bufula tat-loppu Ahmar 
1985 : 2 on 26 Jan, 1 on 14 Mar and 3 on 2 Apr. In autumn singles on 19th and 26-28 Oct, 

then almost daily sightings from 31 Oct to 14 Nov with 10 at Xemxija on 7 Nov, 
otherwise 1-4. Up to 5 frequently recorded from 22 Nov onwards. 

1986 1-2 on 14 days in Jan to mia-Feb, then up to 4 on most days from 21 Feb to 23 ~car. 

Most records from Ghadlra. in autumn 28 sightings on 21 days from 2 Oct to 14 Nov; 
usually 1-3 but 10 at Xemxija on 14 Nov. Singles on 2i Nov, 4th and 16 Dec. 

GOLD/FIRECRESl Regulus regulus/ignicapillus 
1985 : Recorded on a few days from a few localities in Jan-~1ar to 9rh. Mostly i-3 but 5 at 

Buskett on 20 Jan. 1 on 4th, then on most days from 19 Oct onwards; usually 1-5 
but 10 at Buskett on 8 Dec. 

1986 Regular sightings on 1-4 in various localities in Jarr-Apr to 5th; mosi in late ~·1ar. 
Singles on 5th and 11th, then frequently recorded from 15 Oct to i6 Dec wiih 10-15 
at Xemxija on 4 dates in Oct and Nov, otherwise 1-5. 

SPOllED FLYCAlCHER Muscicapa striata Zanzarell tat-1 ikki 
1985 : On spring passage~ singles on 10th and 12th, then almost daily from 16 f\pr to 4 .Jun.; 

most from late Apr to mid-~lay. In single to low double figures but rnax of 40 at 
Bingemma/Dwejra on 18 May. Up to 3 pairs at Buskett inJun-Jul. In autumn singles 
on 4 dates from 7-25 Aug; then 12 sightings of 1-3 on 9 dates from i-29 Sep. 
Singles on 13th and 30 Oct, and 1-2 Nov. 

1986 2 on 20th, then daily sightings from 26 Apr to 25 usually in double fi9ures 
of up to 60 but with max of 100 at Dwejra fMaLta) on May. 1-2 frequently frorP 
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28 May to 4 Jun. At Least 3 pairs at Buskett inJun-Jut. A few from 15 Aug, then 
on most days from 31 Aug to 15 Oct; mostly 1-3 but up to 5 at Xemxlja on 28th and 
at Bingemma on 30 Sep. 1 at Ghadira on 23-26 Oct. 

RED-BREA.SlED FLYCAlCHER Ficedula parva Zanzarell Sidru Ahmar 
1985 Singles at Bingemma on 14th and at Xemxija on 22 Sep; at Ghadira on 20th and at 

Xemxija on 27 Oct, and again at Ghadira on 2-3 Nov. 
1986 Singles at Lunzjata on 5th and 12 Oct; and at Ghadira on 28 Nov. 

SEMI-COLLARED FLYCAlCHER Ficedula semit:orquat:a 
1985 : 1 male ringed at Rabat on 28 Apr. 

ZanzareLL tal-Lvant 

COLcAREO FLYCAlCHER Ficedula albicollis Zanzarell tal-Kullar 
1985 : 17 sightings on 13 days from 30 Mar to 18 Apr, with 3-5 at Chadwick Lakes on 

30-31 Mar highest, otherwise 1-2. Singles on 21st and 25 t'.pr, and on 9 May .. 

1986 Only recorded in spring, with singles on 3 dates from 5-13th, and on 8 days from 
23 Apr to 8 May; most in late Apr. Usually 1-5, but max of 15 at Bingemma/Dwejra 
on 24th and 26 Apr. 

PI ED FL YCAl CHER Ficedula hypoleuca Zanzarell I swed 
1985 In spring 1-3 on a few days from 29 Mar, then on most days from 12 Apr to 12 May with 

15 at Bingemma/Dwejra on 25 Apr highest, otherwise 1-10. 1 on 12 May. In autumn 
1 on 24 Aug, and 1 on 6th and 2 on 22 Sep. 

1986 1 on 18 ,Mar, then 1-2 on most days from 2 with up to 10 from 19th, but 18 at 
Bingemma/Dwejra on 20th. Only 2-3 after 3 with last on 15th. Singles on 5 
days from 23-30 Aug; then 1-2 on 3 dates from 7-14 Sep and again singles on 3 dates 
from 2-12 Oct. 

PEfiDUL I NE 1 11 Remiz pendulinus Pendu lin 
1986 : Exceptional year: 1-6 frequently from 24 Oct to 16 Nov; 1 on 22 Nov, then again 

almost daiLy from 1-9 Dec, with 5 on 8th, otherwise 1-3~ and 1 on 27th and 2 on 
29-30 Dec. ALL at Ghadira. 

00LDEN ORIOLE Oriolus oriolus lajra Safra 
1985 : Singles on 16th and 22 nd, 7hen on most days from 25 Apr to 12 May and. 5 further 

sightlngs till 31st. In single figures, but 10+ at Bingemma/Dwejra on 25 Apr. ln 
autumn, 1 on 30 Aug, then singles on 4 scattered dates from 7-29 Sep. 

1986 In spring almost daily sight!ngs from 18 Apr to 25 In single figures up to 7, 
but max of 10 at Xemxlja on 25 Apr. ::; on 31 May and on 3 Jun. Sinqles at Buskett 
on 4 dates inJun-Jul. In autumn on 7 dates frorr, 28 Aug to 23 Sep; singles, except 
for 4 at Lunzjata on 14 Sep. 

RED-BACKED SHRIKE Lanius collurio Kaccame>ndula Hamra 
1985 Singles on 5 dates from 2-15 Sep, then 1 at Ghadira from 27 Oct to 3 Nov. 
1986 : Singles on 13th and 19 In autumn always recorded in singles: on 7th and 28 Aug, 

4 different sightings on th and 13 Sep, and on 6 days from 4-19 Oct. 

LESSER GREY SHRIKE Lanius minor Kaccamendula Griza 
1986 : 1 at Bingemma on 3 Aug. 

MASKED SHRIKE Lanius nubicus Kaccamendula tal-Maskra 
1985 : 1 at Lunzjata on 20 Oct. 

WOODCHAl SHRIKE Lanius senat:or Kaccamendula 
1985 : In soring, singles on 7 days from 7-22 Apr, then frequently recorded from 25 Apr 

to 12 May, folloV~Ied by a further 3 slghtlngs, the last on 30th~ Max 20 at Ghaxaq 
on 28 Apr, otherwise 1-5. Singles on 8th and 12 Jun, and on 17th and 26 Jul. Again 
singles on 4 dates from 1-25 Aug and 'I at Dwejra <Malta) on 12-14 Sep. 

1986 On most days in spring from 4 Apr to 22 May with a peak in early May. Mostly 1-4 
but 10+ at Dwejra/Bingemma on 3 May. Singles on 29th and 31 May. In autumn 18 
sightings of singles on 15 days from 17 Aug to 1EI Sep, with most In late Aug. 

SlPPLING Sturnus vulgaris SturneLL 
1985 : Double to low treble figures in Jan-Mar to 7th, max 200 on 5 Jan, then 1-2 on 3 days 

from 18-23 ivlar. Singles on 10 May and 21 JuL. 5 at Marsa on 28 Aug and singles on 
3 dates from 3-10 Sep. Main autumn migration from 25 Sep,reaching treble figures 
on a few days from 9 Oct onwards. 1000 at Luqa on 16-17 Nov highest. 

1g86 Double to treble figures in Jan-Feb to 14th with 700 at Luqa on 2 Feb highest. 
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Smaller numbers till 23 Mar, then 1-3 on 3 dates up to 23 Apr. Singles on 1st and 
10 May, on 27 Jun, on 10th and 17 Aug. Autumn passage from 5 Oct with double or 
treble figures almost daily but max 1000 on 10-12 Nov and 2000+ at Luqa on 10 Dec. 

SPANISH SPARROW Passer hispaniolensis 
1985-86 : Abundant breeding resident. 

Ghammiel tal-Bejt 

lREE SPARROW Passer mont:anus Ghammiel tas-Siaar 
1985 Breeding as usual in scattered areas with~up to 50 ot Chadwick Lakes in Jul-Sep. 

Recorded wintering and passage birds mostly in Oct-Nov .. 
1986 Only scattered sightings from t~ar with 10-50 at Bingemma and Chadwick Lakes between 

Jul-.~ug. At other places mostly in Sep-early Nov with max of 25 at Xemx i ja on 5 Oct 
Breeding as last year. 

CHAFFINCH Fringilla coelebs Sponsun 
1985 : Single to low double figures in various places in Jan-Apr to 14th but only up to 

after mid-Mar. Highest 40 at Buskett on 30 Jan. 1-2 on 9 days in May and up to 
15 at Buskett in Jun-Sep. 1-3 in other areas,especially Chadwick Lake 
period . First migrants from 5 Oct, then main passage from 13th with 
(up to 50} on most days but heavy passage recorded at Bengnisa on 25 Oct. 
from late Oct to mid-Nov with smaller numbers in Dec. 

1986 : Single to double figures in Jan-Mar with max of 50 at Buskett on 17 Jan; a sl 

SERIN 
1985 : 

1986 

return passage evident in mid-Mar. l-3 on most days in mostly at ra, 
then up to 10 at Buskett inJun-Aug (most inJun) and other Localities, 
mainly Bingemma and Chadwick Lakes during same period. A few singles in Sep, with 
passage migrants from 1 Oct onwards. Peak betweer: mid-Oct and mid-Nov with tow 
treble figures on 4 dates, max 180 at C:::...tmnija on 31 Oct. ca.300 at Floriana roost 
on 28 Nov. Smaller numbers in Dec, with treble figures only at roosts. 

Serinus serinus AppareLl 
Double to Low treble figures on most days 
occurred from20-23 Jan when large pass 

in Jan-Feb out an exceptional 
( l n thousands) reported from 
Singles on 10 dates in 

where poss i breed i 
lakes on 15 Sir figures 

Influx 
sItes. 

Up to 40 to mid-Mar with a few till 31 
6 dates in Jun-JuL mostly from Buskett 
Loculitles in but 4 at Chadwick 
with occasional sightings till mid-Nov, 
in Dec. 

but 50 at sa on Nov. 1-2 on 6 dates 

n single figures at various places in Jan-Mar, but 10 Jt Ghacira on 22 Feb, 
ingles on a few days in Apr-Jun and 1-2 at Farha in Jul and singles on 
n Jul-Aug. Most sightings after Mar from ira. 2 on 27 and i on 2nd, wi 

passage migrants from 24 Oct onwards. 1-5 from many areas til yecr end~ out 500+ 
at Siggiewi on 22nd and 50+ on 29 Dec highest. 

GREENFINCH Carduelis chloris Verdun 
1985 : On a few dates in Jan-Feb to 9th,max 6 at 

Singles on 10th and 14 Mar, with a small 
I Apr. Singles on sporadic dates between 

12 Jan; otherwise 1-2. 

young - at Victoria on 3 Aug. 1 on 5 Sep, then 13 

isa (r.o numbers given) on 
Aug, but 5 - pair a~d 

ings of 1-8 on 10 dates 
~ov, 8th and 23 Dec. 

1986 
from 12 Oct to 13 ~ov, followed by singles on 
Singles on 5 Jan; 5th and 7 Feb; 2nd, 9th and 
on 25 Jul and again singles on 7th and 14 Sep 
and sightings of 1-5 on mosr days from 25 Oct 

20 and 14-15 Jun. 2 at \larsal forn 
and 14 Oct. lhen 30 on 18th 

ro 30 Nov. 1 on 25 Dec. 

GOLDFINCH Carduelis carduelis Gardell 
1985 : 1-2 on 5 days from 20 Jan to 28 Feb, and singles on 4 dates frcm 9 ~:ar to 7 Apr, 

but a small passage ( no numbers quoted) aT Benghisa on 1 Apr. 1 on 3rd and :3 ~ay, 
3 on 5 Nov and 2 on 13 Dec. 

1986 : 1-2 on 3 dates from 2-26 Apr; singles on 24 May and 16-17 JuL at Ghadira; and ;-2 on 
3 dates from 1-10 Nov. 3 on 22 

SISKIN Carduelis spinus Ekru 
1985 : 2 at Gharghur on 15th, then 

9 Nov, all at Benghisa. Another 
on 19th, otherwise 1-6. 

1986 : Singles at Floriana on 24 Oct and 

L 1 NNEl Carduelis cannabina Gojj in 

passage ( 1000+) on 26 Oct and 200+ on 1st 3nd 
sightings on 5 dares from 8-30 No~, max 30 

at San Anton on 30 Dec. 

1985 : High treble figures fn many areas fn Jar1-Mar to 11 with a influx 
occuring in mid-Jan when 'thousands reported from var ~reas. gh numbers, 
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also in at roes ts, espec 1 a l FLori ana. Numbers decreased to Low daub le 
es after with last on 14 1-2 on sporadic dates between May-P..ug, 
y from Gozo. l on 21st and 4 on Sep, then 1-2 on a few days from 3rd, 

with most from 19 Oct onwards. Double Figures (up to 50) on most days, but a 

passage reported at Benghisa on 24 Oct. 
1986 Single to low double figures in with numbers increasing between late Feb 

and late rv1ar, ca.800 (roosti ana on 25 Feb highest. Single figures 
on a few on 6 dates ln May. 2 on 19 Jun and 1 on 26 Jul. 
l hen 1-3 on dates i r. On autumn on 9th and from 19 Oct onwards 
ln single to Low doubLe max 30 at on 31 Oct. 

REDPOLL Carduelis f_Iammea 
1985 of the nominate race 

CROSSBiLL Loxia curvirostra 
1985 1 at Ghadira on 13 JuL. 

Krucjat 

HAWF!NCH coccothraustes coccot:hraustes laz-Zebbug 
1985 1 on 14 Oct. 
1986 : 11 on 8 dates from 10 Oct to 8 Nov. with 20+ on Gozo and 

on 8 at Fornm ir-Rlh on 22 Ocij' otherwise 1-2. 

YELLOWHAMMER Emberiza citrinella 
1985 : 1 at Delimara on 30 Sep. 

ORlOLAN BUN11NG Embexiza hoxtulana 
1985 : 2 at Gharghur on 16 Apr. 

Durrajsa Safra 

Ortolan 

RUSi l C BUNl I NG Emberiza .rustica Durrajsa Oastn 1 ja 
1986 : 1 rlnged at Lunzjata on 19 Oct. 

at Buske·ft 

REED BUNl!NCJ Emberiza schoeniclus Durrajsa tal-Oascb 
1985 :-2 at Ghadira in Ja;t-Feb to 17th and 1 at same place from 10-24 Mar. '! on 

and 1-3 on most from 26 Oct to 27 Nov; 't-2 at Ghadira from 7-25 Dec. Most 

signtings in autumn ai ira, Xemxija and 
1986 Si on 5 Jan and 20-24 fv':ar at Ghadira. at Ghadira fron; 13 Oct to 31 Dec, 

wi most between m-Id-Nov and mid-Dec when 1-8 but 10 on 17 Nov. Sightlngs 
outside Ghadira in Novr mostLy at Xernxijc and Lunzjata. 

CORN BUNl lNG Miliaria calandra 
1985 Breeding in various sites. Hi numbers in Sep-Oct probably due to migrants 

with max 50 at Ghadlra on 21 
1986 Breedi with highest number 1 15 at Ghadira. Up to 30 on a few 

days in \cates migration. 
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RINGING REPORT FOR 1986-87 

Joe Sultana & Charles Gauci 
(Ringing & Research Conuni ttee) 

.lhis report covers the two-year period 1986-87 duri 
ringed. By the end of 1987 the grand total of birds ri 
stood at 175,571 of 155 species and 2 hybrids. 

which period 22,122 birds were 
since ringing started in 1965 

lhe number of birds ri in 1986 was 11,41.1 of 92 species 1 three of which, namely 
Little Egret, White-winged lern and Paddyfield WarbLer were new additions to the 
ringing list. It was also the first time that the Paddyf WarbLer was recorded in the 
Maltese Islands. In 1987 the number of birds rinoed was 1 
other new species were added to the ringing list ::_ Squacco and 
Pallas's Warbler 1 the Latter two oeing also new to the list 

By the end of 1987 the ten species which 
ringed since 1965 were as follows: (the number 
given). 

the List of the number of birds 
irds ringed in 1986 & 1987 are also 

Species 

Robin 
Chi ffchaff 
Swallow 
Storm Petrel 
Spanish Sparrow 
Sardinian Warbler 
BLackcap 
Sand fV1ar t in 
Garden Warbler 
House Martin 

1965-87 1986 

G6 
299 
135 

1987 

393 
26 

4 i 1 

lne monthly totals of birds ri:1ged for the two-year period under review are figured 
in the following table: 

1986 1987 

Months No. of birds No. of No. of birds No. of 
ringed species ringed species 

Jan. 696 19 745 2.1 
Feb. 556 "17 510 
IV;ar. 664 30 1 '539 40 
Apr. 1,499 40 1 '569 49 
May 1,394 37 791 42 
Jun. 176 1i )57 17 
JuL. 209 9 302 13 
Aug. 652 31 445 21 
Sep. 685 43 486 43 
Oct. 2,482 53 821 58 
Nov. 1 '766 38 42 
Dec. 635 24 516 

Apart from the list of ri and recove-ry totaLs to the end of 987, ~his rcoort 
consists of a section dealing w recoveries of 15 spec repcrte during 1986-87. 
Fifteen of these recover which involve ten species, were reported As in 

revious years hirundines f gure nently ir1 this section. Four of inierest i 
rea House Martin recovered in 7 vears after rinoino: a Swallow in ;··-''orocco (t\'"'i::o 
sour first bird recovered so in which was coni Led 
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at a breeding colony in northern France; and another Swallow recovered in Poland i:S days 
after ring~ng. Although ocCurring in. :leighb'?urlng countries, the .11ost exciting recoveries 
belong to Two Sardinia~ Warblers whicn were rhe first to be recovered abroad, one in ttaly 
and the other in northern lavia. Other interest recoveries involve our first 
Chiffchaff in Luxembourg our second White WagTail this one controlled at a 
roost in Czechoslovakia. 

lhis reoort also carr!es a section of recoveries in Malta of 45 foreign ringed birds 
involving 22 species. As in previous years the finches (2 Chaffincnes, 6 Serins, 
1 Sreenfinch. 1 Siskir, and 4 Linnets) dominatE:: the passerine section, and all have hal Led 
from countries from where these species had already been previously ringed and recovered 
in lv'1alta. Of the other passerines the most interesting recoveries are of two Willow 
Warolers from Lithuania and Belgium respectively (2nd and 3rd WiLlow Warblers to be 
recovered in Malta); the first Yellow ~Vagtail from Lithuania ond the first White Wagtail 
from Hungary. lhe only recovery hailing from Afr:ca is the first Curlew Sandpiper from 
Mauretania (the 4th to be recovered from aborad). lt was sight co~trolled at Ghacira where 
the first Little Stint from Poland (the second from abroad) was also controlled. A Red­
footed Falcon recovery from Hungary was the first for this species in Malta while 5 lurtle 
Doves, 3 Marsh Harriers and 3 Ospreys make up most of the other recoverles. 1he Ospreysf 
one of which is the first from East Germany, bring up the totaL to 29 recovered ln Malta; 
all but one hailing from Sweden and FinLand. lhe other recoveries include the 3rcl and 4th 
Cor<'lorants from Denmark, the 3rd Caspian Tern from Flnla,1d and the first Lesser Slack­
oacked GuLL from Denmark. 

lwelve ringers - J. Attard Montalto, J. Borg, 0. Cachia, R. Cachia Zammit, V .. CiLia, 
Br. Edmund, R. Galea, C. Gauci, ivl.V. Gauci, B.K. German, J. Grech and J. Sultana, were on 
the MOS books for 1986. In 1987, C. Coleiro joined the group. C. Gauci, as in previous 

was the ing Secretary and was responsible for compiling aLL the ringing data and 
ing the ringing scheme's books. 

Species 

Little Grebe 
'I'achybaptus ruficollis 

Black-necked Grebe 
Podiceps nigricollis 

Corv's Shearwater 
calonectris diomedea 

t~anx Shearwater 
?uffinus puffinus 

Storm Petrel 
Hydrobares pelagicus 

Little Bittern 
Ixobrychus minutus 

Night Heron 
Nycticorax nycticorax 

Squacco Heron 
.LJ.rdeola ralloides 

Little Earet 
Egrettd garzetta 

Kestrel 
Falco rinnunculus 

Hobby 
Falco subbuteo 

Quail 
Coturnix coturnix 

Water Rail 
Rallus aquaticus 

Crake 
a porzana 

Little Crake 
Porzana parva 

Baillon's Crake 
i?orzana pusilla 

RINGING AND RECOVERY TOTALS TO 31. 12 . 8 7 

Ringed 
in 

1986 

149 

544 

Ringed 
in 

1987 

104 

21 

303 

6 

3 3 

2 

2 17 

42 

Grand Total 
ringed 

1965-1987 

3 

1,691 

473 

14,194 

44 

9 

2 

1 

9 

1 

6 

46 

12 

6 

Recovered. 

1986-87 Grarld Total 

4 29 

26 

2 

Moorhen 
Gallinula chloropus 

Coot 
Fulica at:ra 

Stone Curlew 
Burhinus oedicnemus 

Little Ringed Plover 
Charadrius dubius 

Rinaed Plover 
cnaradrius hiat:icula 

La~~~~lus vanellus 

Little Stint 
Calidris minuta 

Temminck's Stint 
Calidris temminckii 

Curlew Sandpiper 
Calidris ferruginea 

Dun lin 
Calidris alpina 

Ruff 
Philomachus pugnax 

Jack Snipe 
Lymnocryptes minimus 

Snipe 
Gallinago gallinago 

Great Snipe 
Gallinago media 

Woodcock 
Scolopax rusticola 

Spotted Redshank 
Tringa ery~hropus 

Redshank 
Tringa tot:anus 

~1a~;~n~~n~g~g~~tilis 
Green shank 

Tringa nebularia 

Green Sandpiper 
Tr inga ochropus 

Wood Sandpiper 
Tringa glareola 

Common Sandpiper 
Ac~i~is hypoleucos 

Mediterranean Gull 
Larus melanocephalus 

Black-headed Gull 
Larus ridibundus 

Yellow-legged Herring Gull 
Larus cachinnans 

Sandwich Tern 
S-terna sandvicensis 

White-winged Black Tern 
Chlidon2as leucopterus 

Turtle Dove 
Streptopelia turtur 

Cuckoo 
Cuculus canorus 

:Scgg~s0~~ops 
Short-eared Owl 

Asia flammeus 

Nig~~J1~ulgus europaeus 

Swift 
Apus apus 

Ki~~~~age~t:this 
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27 79 2 

2 44 

5 

-

16 82 464 4 

6 33 

9 43 

8 3 41 

2 35 

18 

4 6 45 3 

2 

3 

20 

9 95 8 

11 22 181 

50 25 237 

2 47 4 

2 1 21 

4 108 

2 

13 

10 12 28 

16 13 107 10 
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Hoopoe 
Upupa epops 

Wrvneck 
'Jynx t:orquilla 

Short-toed Lark 
Calandrella brachydactyla 

Wood lark 
Lullula arborea 

Sk*}~~~~ arvensis 

Sand Nartin 
Riparia riparia 

Swallow 
Hirundo rus-tica 

Red-rumRed Swallow 
Hirundo daurica 

House Martin 
Delichon urbica 

Richard 1 s Pipit 
A~Lhus novaeseelandiae 

Tawny_Pipit . 
An~nus campestr~s 

Olive-backed Pipit 
Ant2'1us hodgsoni 

Tree Pipit 
Anthus trivialis 

Meadow Pipit 
Anthus pratensis 

Red-throated Pipit 
Anthus cervinus 

Rock/Water Pipit 
Anthus spinoletta 

Ye1;~~c~1~~a}iava 
Grey Waatail 

Motacllla cinerea 

White Waatail 
Mot.aci11a alba 

Wren 
Troglodytes troglodytes 

Dunnock 
Prunella modularis 

Rufous Bush Chat 
Cercotrichas galactotes 

Robin 
Erithacus rubecula 

Thrush Nightinqale 
Luscinia lusCinia 

Nightingale 
Luscinia megarhynchos 

Bluethroat 
Luscinia svecica 

Black Redstart 
Phoenicurus ochruros 

Redstart 
Phoenicurus phoenicurus 

\Vhinchat 
saxicola rubetra 

Stonechat 
Saxicola torquata 

Isabelline Wheatear 
Oenanthe isabellina 

Wheatear 
Oenanthe oenanthe 

Black-eared Wheatear 
Oenanthe hispanica 

Rock Thrush 
Monticola saxatilis 

1 ~; 

20 24 354 

144 

:: 

27 

66 26 7,453 3 36 

942 621 16,947 4 87 

34 

135 411 5,475 14 

9 

80 45 1 '056 

54 52 989 e 

58 

12 

184 64 2,539 19 

22 20 575 7 

99 74 641 2 7 

19 

172 92 I ,498 13 

2, 71 i 2,001 25,829 9 167 

4 

52 84 1,353 2 

9 6il 

31 35 19:2 

82 96 1 '959 5 

14 9 440 

86 170 1,44:3 2 

139 

44 

Blue Rock Thrush 
Monticola solitarius 

Ring Ouzel 
Turdus torguatus 

Blackbird 
Turdus merula 

Fieldfare 
Turdus pilaris 

Song Thrush 
Turdus philomelos 

Redwing 
Turdus iliacus 

Cetti•s Warbler 
Cettia cetti 

Fan-tailed Warbler 
Cist:icola juncidis 

Grasshopper Warbler 
Locustella naevia 

River Warbler 
Locustella fluviatilis 

Savi's Warbler 
Locustella luscinioides 

Moustached Warbler 
Acrocephalus melanopogon 

Sedge Warbler 
Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 

Paddyfield Warbler 
~?icrocephalus agricola 

Marsh Warbler 
ilcrocephalus palustris 

Reed Warbler 
.llcrocephalus scirpaceus 

Great Reed Warbler 
1icrocephalus arundinaceus 

Olivaceous Warbler 
Hippolais pallida 

Ic1cerine Warbler 
Hippolais icterina 

Melodious Warbler 
Hippolais polyglotta 

Dartford Warbler 
Sylvia undata 

Spectacled Warbler 
Sylvia conspicillata 

Subalpine Warbler 
Sylvia cantillans 

Sardinian Warbler 
Sylvia melanocephala 

Ruppell's Warbler 
Sylvia rueppelli 

Orphean Warbler 
Sylvia hortensis 

Barred Warbler 
Sylvia nisoria 

Lesser Whitethroat 
Sylvia curruca 

Whitethroat 
Sylvia corrununis 

Garden Warbler 
Sylvia borin 

Blackcap 
Sylvia atricapilla 

Ar~E~11~~~g1~~ borealis 

Pa~A~Ilbs~g~glefroregulus 
Yellow-browed Warbler 

Phylloscopus inornatus 

Bonelli 1 s Warbler 
Phylloscopus bonelli 

6 

10 

80 

75 

553 

10 

70 

79 

23 

22 

2 

207 

607 

3 

119 

299 

278 

3 
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69 3 

14 i 71 13 

3 

65 864 29 

2 27 

103 892 27 

316 3,662 32 

36 

4 83 

17 1,486 

17 

55 1,238 

21 908 3 

3 

41 866 

2 

36 

10 11237 3 

275 4,2i2 

622 10,072 34 

2 

4 

3 46 

57 1,512 

445 6,249 

393 7,523 19 

13 

113 

45 
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Wood Warbler 
Phylloscopus sibilatrix 

Chiffchaff 
Phylloscopus collybita 

Willow Warbler 
Phylloscopus trochilus 

Goldcrest 
Regulus regulus 

Firecrest 
Regulus ignicapillus 

Spotted Flycatcher 
Muscicapa striata 

Red-breasted Flycatcher 
Ficedula parva 

Semi-collared Flycatcher 
Ficedula semitorquata 

Collared Flycatcher 
Ficedula albicollis 

Pied Flycatcher 
Ficedula hypoleuca 

Penduline Tit 
Remiz pendulinus 

Golden Oriole 
Oriolus oriolus 

Red-backed Shrike 
Lanius collurio 

Woodchat Shrike 
Lanius senator 

Starling 
Sturnus vulgaris 

Sp~~~~~r5~1;~~iolensis 
Tree Sparrow 

Passer montanus 

Red-eyed Vireo 
Vireo ali v~aceus 

Chaffinch 
Frin gilla coelebs 

Br~~~~~2~1a montifringilla 

Serin. . 
ser1..nus ser1..nus 

Greenfinch 
carduelis chloris 

Goldfinch 
Carduelis carduelis 

Siskin 
Carduelis spinus 

Linnet 
Carduelis cannabina 

Scarlet Rosefinch 
Carpodacus erythrinus 

Hawfinch 
Coccorhraustes coccothraustes 

Laoland Bunting 
Calcarius lapponicus 

Yellowhammer 
Emberiza citrinella 

OrJ~l~~i~~n~~~~ulana 
Rustic Bunting 

Emberiza rustica 

Little Bunting 
Emberiza puSilla 

Ch~~~~~lz~u~~~2~a 
Yellow-breasted Bunting 

Emberiza aureola 

330 264 

1,515 I ,530 

322 562 

14 

31 II 

74 81 

2 10 

61 

91 130 

5 5 

30 

5 I 

;3 

4 

800 848 

34 30 

55 38 

66 

2 

46 

4,026 

19,892 

3,586 

176 

307 

I ,097 

61 

274 

I, 784 

17 

153 

83 

159 

/4 

12,112 

347 

550 

4 

287 

280 

15 

904 

3 

2 

3 

12 56 

2 5 

4 

2 

2 

6 

6 

3 117 

1 

4 

18 

2 

53 
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Reed Bunting 
Emberiza schoeniclus 35 156 

Corn Bunting 
Miliaria calandra 15 18 355 5 

Swallow X House Martin 
Hirundo rustica X Delichon urbica 

Tree Soarrow x Spanish Sparrow 
Passer montanus x hispaniolensis 

totals 11,414 10,708 175,571 61 961 

RINGING RECOVERIES 

This section deals with 39 recoveries of 15 species reported during 1986-87. Only 
those found at least Skm away from ringing site are included. The co-ordinates of the 
.localities are given only once, when these are first mentioned. 

Key to symbols and terms used in the recovery list 

Arrangement of entry : recoveries are arranged by species, and within species usually by 
date of the recovery letter. Rir.ging datal Ls are given on the 
first Line and recovery data on the second. 

Ring number 

Age code 

Sex 

Date of recovery 

Manner of recovery 

where this is followed by an asterisk (*) the ring has been 
returned. 

I pullus; young bird ringed in the nest. 
2 = fully grown; year of haTching quite unknown. 
3 = definitely hatched during curre~t calendar year. 
3J as above, but bird still partly or completely in juvenile 

body plumage. 
4 hatched before current calendar year; exact year unknown. 
5 definitely hatched duri last calendar year. 
(A number in brackets bes l de ace code 1 i nd !cates the s l ze 
of the brood l. ~ 

M = male; F = female. 

where this is unknown the date of the ino letter is aiven 
instead and is shown in brackets. P.,n 00 n the~ciate indicates that 
the exact day or month are unKnown. 

caught or trapped, and released with rinq. 
shot or killed by man. 

x = found dead or dying. 
() = caught or trapped alive and not released, or released 

but with rina removed. 
/?/ = manner of re~overy unknown. 

Yellow-legged Gull Larus cachinnans 

GG 0. 138 I 2<1. 05.86 F i l f l a : 35.4 7 14.25 E. 
24.11.87 Marsaxlokk : 35 N, 14.32 E. 

Kingfisher Alcedo atthis 

:OE 28.439 2 
v=31·1 

21.09.86 
05.10.86 
09.10.86 

Sand Martin Riparia riparia 

46.943 4 13.04.86 

Lunzjata Val : 36.03 14.14 E, Gozo. 
Ghad ira : 35. N 1 14. 21 
ibid. 

v(colonyl 24.06.86 
Lunzjata Val 
Varennes, JabL nes 
FRANCE. 

48.55 N, 02.<16 (Sei ne-eT-Har i ne), 

48.295 4 13.04.86 
v(colonyl 04.J7.86 

11.06.87 

Lunzjata Valley. 
San Ouirlco, -lrecasal i : 44.55 N, 10,15 
ibid. 

47 
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Swallow Hirundo rustica 

22.686 3 24.09.82 
00.00.83 

45.630 * 4M 29.04.86 
15.05.86 

48.845 4tJi 14.03.87 
17.03.87 

57.035 4~ 13.04.87 
01.05.87 

44.190 * 41~ 01.05. 86 
03.05.87 

House Martin Delichon urbi.ca 

AO 36.074 4 12.04.79 
01.05.86 

White Wagtail Motacilla alba 

32.521 4 04.12.83 
vlroostl 16.09 .. 86 

Robin Erithacus rubecuJ.a 

42.913 3 04.11.85 
18.04 .. 86 

49.798 3 13.10.86 
18. 10.86 

50.988 3 07.11.86 
() 16.03.87 

60.045 3 02. 11.87 
() 15.11.87 

Blackbird Turdus merula 

XA 99.224 3M 04.11.79 
24.10.87 

Lunzjata Val 
Nador : 34.47 02.55 W, MOROCCO. 

Lunzjata Valley. 
nr. Szezecin : 53.35 N, 14.32 E !River Oderl, POLAND. 

Lunzjata Valley. 
Zejtun : 35.51 N7 14.32 E. 
Lunzjata Valley. 
Majcichov : 48.17 N, 17.38 E llrnaval, CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 

Lunzjata Val Ley. 
Motzenhofen-Aichach : 48.28· N, 11.08 E IOberbeyernl, 
W. GERMANY. 

Lunzjata Valley. 
50.49 N, 01.20 W,Southampton !Hampshire), 

Lunzjata Valley. 
Hrusky : 48.47 N, 56.59 IBreclav l, CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 

Ghajn Zejtuna : 35.58 N, 14.22 E. 
Zempl insky Kl<ocenov 48.34 N, 21.41 E llrebisov), 
CZECHOSLOVAK I.~ .. 

Ghadira. 
Lunzjata Val l•9y. 

Ghadlra. 
nr~ Ghar Hcsan 35.49 N, 14.31 E. 

Ghajn Zejtuna* 
Ghaxaq : 35.51 N, 14.31 E. 

Ghadira. 
Kuncizzjoni 35.54 N, 14.25 E. 

Fan-tailed Warbler Cisticola juncidis 

A 5.289 1"44 13.06.85 nr. Chadwick Lakes 35.54 N, 14.24 E. 
v;;;4F 15. 10 86 Ghad ira. 

7A. 154 3M 19.07.86 Gnadira. 
24.08.86 Lunzjata Valley. 

Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala 

33. 141 * 3F 25.11.83 
02.02.86 

38.860 3J 10.08.85 
v=5Fibreedingl17.04.86 

46.857 * 5M 02.02.87 
xlcat) spring87 

58.220 * 3JM 26.08.87 
x(w1ndow)(02.12.87) 

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 

46.358 2M 25. 10.86 
01.11.86 

52. 127 2~1 01. 12.86 
03.05.87 

Ghajn Zejtuna. 
Sava : 40.24 N, 17.33 E (Taranto), ITALY. 

Bingemma : 3S•.54 N, 14.23 E 
Ghadira. 

Has Saptan : 35.50 N, 14.31 E. 
Rijeka : 45.21 N, 14.27 E (Hrvatskal, YUGOSU.VIA, 

Bingemma. 
Bug1bba : 35.55 N, 14.26 E. 

Rabat : 35.5:i N, 14.24 E. 
Xemxija :35.:i7 N, 14.23 E. 

tliel\.1eha : 35.58 N, 14.21 E. 
Elchenau : 48.10 N, 11.20 E1 

( Oberbayern) ,. AUSTR I P •• 

48 

Kr. Furstenfeldbruck, 

Garden Warbler 
48.369 4 

Sylvia borin 

10.05.86 
10.05.87 
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Ghadira. 
Barcaggio :43.00 N, 09.24 (Corsica), FRANCE. 

Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 

OA.835 2 05.12.84 Ghad ira. 
12.01.86 Lunzjata Valley. 

A 9.926 2 27.10.85 Ghadlra 
25.01.86 Lunzjata Valley. 

Of,.925 2 01.12.85 Ghadira 
16.02.86 Lunzjata Valley. 

2A.798 * 2 20.10.85 Ghadira. 
() 05.04.86 Jarse (Ljubljana) 46.05 f:, 14.32 ~ (5Lovenija) 1 

YUGOSL.~ V I A. 

OA.911 2 10. 11.85 Ghadira. 
27. II. 86 la' Pinu : 36.04 N, 14. 13 E. 

3A.576 2 09.12.85 Ghadira. 
() 22.01.87 Zurrieq : 35.49 N, 14.28 E. 

5A .. 857 4 07.02.86 Ghadira. 
29.03.87 Lunzjata Valley. 

5.~. 864 4 09.03.86 Ghadira. 
29.03.87 Lunzjata Valley. 

7A.847 2 06.11.86 Ghadira. 
30.03.87 Lunzjata Valley. 

5A.945 4 24. 03.87 Lunzjata Valley. 
31.10.87 Buzenol : 49.39 N, 05.3f E !Luxembourg!, BELGIUM. 

9A.481 2 07. 11 ~ 87 B i ngemma. 
27.12.87 Ghadira. 

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus txochilus 

OA .. 935 4 07.09.86 
11.09.86 

9A.401 4 05.04.87 
08.04.87 

Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus 

3P .• 296 * 3F 31.10.85 
12.02.86 

Chadwick Lakes 35.54 t~, 14.24 E. 
Ghadira. 

Binaemma. 
Xem; i ja. 

Ghadira. 
Mgarr : 35.55 N, 14.22 E. 

FOREIGN RINGED BIRDS RECOVERED IN MALTA 

This section deals with 45 foreign ringed birds of 22 species recovered in Halta. 
Some of these were recovered previous to the two-year period covered by this report but 
either recovery or ringing details only reached us during the two-year period under 
review. The symbols and terms uaed are the same as those in the previous section. 

Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 

Copenhagen 
216.439 

Copenhagen 
217. 182 

04.06.86 
26.10.86 

09.06.86 
18. 10.87 

Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus 

Budapest 
510.569 

4F 21.07.85 
00.03.87 

Tofte 50 : 56.52 N, 10.12 E, Jylland, DENMARK. 
Delirnara : 35.49 N, 14.34 E. 

Dyrefod : 54.58 N, 11.50 E, Falster, DEI~MA.RK. 

Oawra : 35.55 N, 14.25 E. 

Llcsa : 47.18 fl, 19.14 
Zejtun. 
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Riga 4F 01.06.82 
B 3.844 04.03.87 

Riqa 4F 07.05.75 
3 5.091 + ca.15.09.87 

Osprey Pandion haliaetus 

HeLsinki 
"-1 20.021 

Stockholm 
9,220.664 

Hiddensee 
227.543 

06.07.84 
14.09.86 

27.06.85 
02.06.87 

17.06.87 

11.09.87 

Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 

Praha 
E 237.463 

22.06.77 
(09.04,85) 

Engure Lake : 57.15 N, 23.07 E, lukums, LA1V!AN S,S.R. 
~~riehel : 35.53 N, 14.28 E. 

Engure Lake, LA1VIAN S.S.R. 
Fawwara : 35.50 N, 14.26 E. 

Valkeala, Kymen (Laani), FINLAND. 
'.vied Ghammieq : 35.53 N, 14.23 E. 

Ri5s.3sen, Gus+afs : 60.27 N, 15.41 E (Dalarna), SWEDEN. 
Del imara. 

ranzin : 35.22 N, 13.04 E, 2 km S. Newstrel.itz, 
• GERMANY, 
uqa : 35.52 N, 14.30 E. 

Pies~any : 48.36 N 17.49 E ITrnaval, CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 
Zabbar : 35.53 N, E. 

Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus 

Budapest 
314.545 

1F 10.07.83 
29.05.87 

Nagylv~n : 47.29 N, 20.55 E !Szolnoki, HUNGARY. 
I L-Oadi : 35.57 N, 14.21 E. 

Little Stint Calidris minuca 

Gdansk 3 01.09.86 Jastarnla 54.42 N, 18.40 E (Gdansk), POLAND. 
KH 18.565 * v 05.05.87 Ghadira. 

(r!ng replaced with Valletta 5 4.038 due to illegibility). 

Curlew Sandpiper Calidr.is ferruginea 

2 between 22.03 Bane D' Argu in, ~~AURITAN lA. 
and 23. 04.85 

vv 19.05.85 Ghadira. 
(sight recovery- yellow colour dye on underwings). 

~editerranean Gull Larus melanocephalus 

~~oakwa 18.06.85 
M 521.019 

00.04.86 

Orlov Isles, lendrovsky Bay : 46.17 N, 31.45 
U.S.S.R. 
N. Comino Channel : 36.00 N, 14.15 E 

(Ukraine), 

Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus 

17.05.85 
05.01.86 

Caspian Tern Sterna caspia 

Helsinki 
Cl 30.398 

27.06.85 

00.10.86 

Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur 

Praha 
H 43. 259 

4 

24.06.77 
02.05. 79 

13.08.82 
23.04.8LI. 

08.05.78 
23.04.85 

.~nhol t 56.42 N, 11.:14 E, DENMARK. 
Naxxar 35.55 N, 14.27 E. 

Tammisaari, Eken§s, Uudenmaan : 59.50 N, 23.36 E <La§nl) 
FINLAND. 
Xlendi Bay : 36,02 N, 14.13 E. 

Kersko : 50.09 N, 14 .. 55 E INymburkl, CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 
Msida : 35.54 N, 14.30E. 

Szkolyas : 47.53 N, 18.58 E, KirEllyret (Pest), HUNGARY. 
tv1arsaxlokk : 35.50 N, 14.33 E. 

Valle Branega: 44.2'5 N, 08.57 E (Genoa), ITALY. 
Dv<ejra : 36.03 N, 14.12 E, Gozo. 

4 23.05.79 Bellaria 1 

8cJbaqra : 35.49 N, 14. 
iVlarfna 44.09 N, 12.28 E <Ford), 1lALY. 

4M 
+ ca. 

14.05.85 
30.04.86 

Sibenik 43.35 N, 15.56 E !Hrvatskal .. YUGOSLAVIA. 
Ghaxaq. 
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Sand Martin Riparia riparia 

London 3J 31.07.83 
13 572.845 

() 02.04.86 
cjubljana 3 27.09.84 
A 152.604 

13.04.86 
Paris 4M 12.07.85 
2.925.876 () 13.04.86 

Swallow Hixundo rus-tica 

Radol fzell 4 21.04.80 
8 017.664 

00.04.86 

Bruxelles 3 28.09.79 
1.090.974 + 00.04.86 

Yellow Wagtail Mocacilla flava 

Budapest 3M 28.08.85 
B 66.308 + 26.09.85 

Lituania 3 01.09.85 
1V 4.551 

() 21.04.87 

White Wagtail Mocacilla alba 

Budapest 
E31.183 

3 25.07.85 
00,0 1. 86 

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 

Ljubljana 
A 206.928 

3 19.07.86 

03. 11.86 
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North Connel, Oban : 56.28 ,1, 05.23 !v !Strathelyde), 
SC01LAND 
Hamrun : 35.53 N, 14.3; E. 

Secovlye, Portoroz : 45.28 N, 
YUGOSLAVIA. 

13.38 E (Slovenijal, 

Lunzjata. 

Gien : 47.42 N, 02.38 E (Loiretl, FRANCE. 
Lunzjata. 

Ebental, Bez. Klagenfurt : 46,36 N, 14.22 E (Karntenl, 
.~US1RIA. 

Bubaqra : 35.49 N, 14.29 E. 

Halle : 50.44 N, 04.14 E !Brabant), BELGIUM. 
1/ied iz-Zurrieq : 35.49 N, 14.27 E. 

T6m6r-Keny, Csaj-te : 46.35 N, 20.05 E, HUNGARY. 
Tal-Handaq : 35.52 N, 14.28 E. 

Vent8sragas : 55.21 N, 21.13 E (5! lute) r 

LITHUANIAN S.S.R. 
Hal Far : 35.49 N, 14.31 E. 

Tam~si : 46.38 N, 18.17 115Lnal, HUNGARY. 
Gharb : 36.04 N, 14.12 E. 

Crna vas, Ljubljana 46.01 1'1, 14.29 
YUGOSLAVIA. 

(Slovenija), 

Xemx i ja. 

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 

Bruxelles 
6U 3.313 

Lituania 
C1 7. 544 * 

4 

3 

14.04.84 
30.03.85 

13.08.86 

1urnhout : 51.19 N, 04.57 E !Antwerp!, BELGIUM. 
Ghadira. 

Vent9s ragas: 55.21 0J, 21.13 E. C5ilut8), 
LI1HUANIAN S.S.R. 

v 09.09.86 Ghadira. 
(ring replaced with Valletta 7A 707 as it was badly fitted!. 

ChaffL~ch Fringilla coelehs 

Bolo9na 2 08.10.86 
80 226.275 

() 17. 1.1. 86 
Budapest 

Budapest 2F 02.10.86 
N 02. 973 v 25.01.87 

Serin Serinus serinus 

Praha 
1 293.916 

Praha 
1 393.558 

Ljubljana 
A 222.927 

Praha 
1 393.544 

3 01.09.83 
( )~F 10.12.83 

4F 21.07.86 
()ca. 15.01.87 

2F 13. 04.86 

24.01.87 

4M 02.05.86 
() 26.0i.87 

Forcellino, Gazzaniga : 45.48 N, 09.48 
ITALY. 

(Bergamo), 

Ghar Hasan 35.49 N, 14.31 E. 

F·ulophaza 46.53 N, 19.28 E !Bac:;-kiskunJ, HUI,GARY. 
Xemxija. 

Cerveny Hradek : 49.56 N, 15.06 
D i ng l I : 35 . 52 N, 14 . 25 E . 

Cerveny, CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 
Sannat : 36.01 N, 14.14 E 

Ljubljana-Rudnik : 46.01 N, 
YUGOSLAVIA. 
Mtahleb : 35.52 N, 14.21 E. 

Cerveny, CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 
Dingl i. 
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(Kolfnl,CZECHOSLOVA~IA. 

(Slovenija), 
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Ljubljana 2F 01. 11.86 
8 3.965 

() 09.02.87 

Praha 4o1 01.10.87 
1 441.451 

() 04.11.87 

Greenfinch Carduelis chloris 

Praha 2F 01.08.87 
z 663.528 () 02.11.87 

Siskin Carduelis spinus 

Moskv1a 4F II. 10.85 
0.301.913 () 00.10.85 

Linnet Carduelis cannabina. 

Budaoest 4M 03.06.82 
899.946 () 29.10.82 

Praha 3 14.0783 
M 888.950 C ),.,M 07.11.83 

Budapest 3 23.07.82 
896.491 () 02.03.84 

Budapest 3 22.07.83 
971.263 yoM 30.11.84 

Yodice, Ljubljana : 46.13 'N, 14.30 
YUGOSLAV I A. 
Wardija : 35.56 N, 14.23 E. 

(Sloveni ja), 

Yelk~ Bielice : 48.38 N, 18.21 E (lopol!any), 
CZECHOSLOVAK I p,. 
·1 a ' Ce nc : 36. 0 I N, 14. 14 E . 

Piestany, CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 
1a 1 Cenc. 

Kaliningrad 0 : 55.08 N, 20.24 E, U.S.S.R. 
Sarraflu : 36. 13 E. 

Szarvaskuti : 47.14 N, 17.51 E (Veszpreni ), HUNGARY. 
Rinella : 35.53 N, 14.32 E. 

Sedlec : 48.47 N, 16.42 E(Breclavl, CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 
Sannat. 

Csobanka : 47 .. 39 ~. 18.58 E (Pest!, HUNGARY. 
Bahrija : 35.53 N, 14.21 E. 

Pees : 46.05 N, 18.15 E (Barawyal, HUNGARY. 
Mtahleb . 
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A NEW GUIDE TO THE BIRDS OF t1ALTA. 

208 pages. Price £12.0 hardback or £8.0 paoer­
back. 

'Une piece maitresse· de l'ornithologie 
medi~eraneenne' - ALAUDA. 

'If the firsL guide was good - and it was -
this new book is infinitely superior: packed 
with more, and more up-to-date, information, 
illus~rated by fine colour plates, and altoget­
her more elegant 1 -BIRD STUDY. 

lhe book provides information on the avian en­
vironment, dlstribui ion of habirats, pattern of 
migration 1 results of bird rin;ling, includi:lQ 
maps plotted with recoveries, as weLL as the 
orn1tholo~ical history of the islands. Its main 
feature consists of a detaiLed oast and 
status of aLL the birds occurrln\j if"1 the 
Islands, giving numbers of birds involved. Jt 
is richly iLLustrated with 12 oriainal colour 
plates, several Line drawinas and and 
scenic photoqraphs of differenr bi itats. 

You may order a copy directly from the 1105, P.O. Box 498, Valletta, t1alta. All pro­
ceeds will be devoted by ~10S towards bird conservation in t1al ta. 

~ 
Il-Herill 23 : 5-7 (1984-85). Figures 1 and 2, in Thake, li.A. - Analysis of Honey 
Buzzard flight directions at Buskett, should be lnterchanged without interchanging the 
legends. 
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