-

COMTENTS ) Page
£, MARJORIE NORTHCOTE. The Giant Maltese Crane.. ... .ottt

M.A. THAKE. Analysis of Honey Buzzard fliaght directions at Buskeft.............. 5
CARMELO TAPICHING. Migration of the Sandwich lern in fast Sicily...........0.... 7
M.A. THAKE, T1The advantages of majority decision making.......c.vienvinninnenna.. 8

SHORT NOTES

Joe Sultanz & Charles Gauci. 1wo new specises for Malta - Red-eved Vireo and
Chestnut BUnT ing. i i i et i it i it s st e i
Hans Bub. Colour-categories of male Pied Flycatchers in spring.....
Raymond Galea. Unusual number of eags in a Fan~tailed Warbler's nest
John Attard Montalto. The second occurrence of the Olive-backed Fipit in
............................ 13

Martin A. lhake. Spectacled Warblers at pla
Martin A. Thake. Sardinian Warbler : Unusual feeding behaviour.

Denis Cachia. Purple Heron eating a skink........ . . i, .

Joe Sultana & Charles Gauci. An unsuccessful b ding attempt by the Sh
Eared Wl ot i e i ettt e e, 14
CHARLES GAUC!. Systematic List for 1981-1082, ittt inieinininnaraneanns 15
JOF SULTANA & CHARLES GAUCL, Ringing report for 1982-1983. . . i ivinininrennn. 32

£m 0.50

TL-MERTLL

publication of THI ORMITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY (MOS)

P. 0. Box 498, Valletta, MALTA. Pal Press

L-MERILL

BULLETIN OF THE ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY

1984-85

No. 23







THE GIANT MALTESE CRANE

E. MARJORIE NORTHCOTE

IL-MERILL No. 23 1984 -1883

The giant Maltese Crane Grus melitensis Lydekker, 1890 was about the size of the Sarus

Crane G. antigone (L.), the largest Lliving crane species (that weighs c. 7-8kg, Johnsgard

I 19€3). It was sympatric with the Common Crane G. grus (L.) (Northcofe 1982a)(that welighs
1 c. 6kg, Cramp & Simmons 1980) and evidently widespread on Malta; remains of botn cranes

have been found in Pleistocene deposits at Zebbug, Tal-Gnien and Mnajdra.

THE ORNITHOLOGICAL SCDCIETY Bones often occurred in river terrace, cave or fissure infillings (Adams 1870} but no

P. 0. BOX 498, VALLETTA, MALTA precise dates are available for either sediments or fauna (Bosence, Pedley & Rose 1981,
Zammit-Maempel 1981, Northcote 1982b). The crane bones were associated with giant Maltese
Swans Cygnus falconeri Parker, 1865 and with Elephas melitensis Falconer, 1862 and/or E.
falconeri Busk, 1867 (Northcote 1981-83). The elephants flourished on Siculo/Matta during
a period equivalent to the lpswichian (Eemian) Inferglacial Stace (Sondaar & Boekschoten
1967 : 567, Sondsar 1971), Gasgoyne, Shwarcz & Ford (1983) define this period by the in-
terval 114-135 years ago. This, then, may also be tfaken as the date of the cranes.

¢

The following is an account of fthe Maliese Crane. lerminology follows Baumel (1979}

Cranium

Patron Hon. President A cranium fraagment from Mnaidra (UMZC 252) comprising the caucdal part of the fronto-
The Presicen® of the Republic J. M. Attard parietal and most of the occipital plare resembles the corresponding area of the Sarus
Crane in size and neneral morphology (Northcote 1982c).

Forelimb bones (?)
MOS COUNCIL FOR 1985 o » o o .
! have restudied the two bones that have been cifed as appertaining to the forelimb

(Northcote 1984). The dorsal half of a right coracoid BM(NH) 49365 was excavated a* Zeb-
bu¢ (Fig.1). Lydekker (1890,1891) descriped the 'head' (A, the dorsal tip) of this fossil

President . ; _ !
as 'smeller and relatively narrower' compared to the Sarus Crane, Harrison & Cowles

Hon. General Secretary 4. Sultana Hon. Treasurer (1977} considered the head' too eroced for such comment and 1f fs, indeed, tco damaged
~ for accurate measurement. Not only the dorsat *ip, but the whole of the coracoid fraament
= [ i i 3 i . ' i N i . . . v -

A. E. Baldacchinc ) 0., Cachia is much smalter than in the Sarus Crane; its size and proportions closely reéegQLe the
{ i : . - . . R . . Yo 75
touncil Members Common Crane that is c. Zkg lighter. Pone dismeter is proportional *o weicht":”'”

S. Balzan (®.R.0.), N, Fenech (Asst. Sec.), R. Gales (Members Sec,), {Northcote 19825}); & 'reLaTIver narrower.neadt iS? fnerefore, to be expecfgc. Lydekker

R L . R . e o . . (1890) made no comment concerning the rest of the bone. He named the coracoid as a type

C. Gauc! (Rinaing Sec.), M. CGrima (MOSY Officer;, P. Portelli (Schoot Delegates Offlicer), specimen of an exiinct species he named the Maltese Crane G. melitensis (Lydekxer 1890,

L. Cassar (Activities Officer), J. Doublet (Premises Officer) 1851).
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Fig.l. Dorsal part of right coracold. Above - ventral view; below - lateral view.

Ventral view - left : Maltese Pleistocene British Museum {Natural History) BM(NH) 49365
(X1); right : Same specimen to show matrix (hatched) and erosion (stippled) (X2); and
centre : Common Crane recent University Museum of Zoology, Cambridge UMZC 3445 (X1).

{ateral view - left : BM(NH) 49385 (X1); and right : UMZC 3445 (X1). For labelling see
text.
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Harrison (1979) noted the size correspondence between the fossil coracoid and the
Common Crane but he considered their morpholoay differed. First (p.14) he maintained that
the processus procoracoideus (B) is 'proportionately lLonger and more curved' on the fos—
sil than on the Common Crane. However, the processus on the fossil has a lenath (10.3mm)
within the range (8.8-10.9mm, n=6) for Neolithic (UMZC and SMC) and recent Common Cranes.
1 appears 'more curved' because the lateral edge is eroded and the tip is cracked and
buckled. In addition, the wnhole processus seems to have become detached at some time,
then replaced in an unnatural position with adherent mairix at its base and this has al-
tered its appearance. Secondly, Harrison (1979,p.15) stated that *he area beiween the
facies articularis humeralis (C) and the lateral edae of the processus acrocoracoideus
(DY is narrower and deeper on the fossil coracoid than on the Common Crane. However, mat-
rix acheres to the ercded lateral edges of both the facies and the processus on the fos-
sil and this resulis in an apparent narrowing and deepening of this area. Thirdly, Harri-
son (1979,p.14) considered the surface of the sulcus m. supracoracoidei (E), particularly
at the level of the medial part of the facies articularis clavicularis (F), to be dorso-
ventfrally narrower on the fossil coracoid than on the Common Crane. However, this area
appears narrower on the fossil as a result of erosion of the ventrat and medial corner of
the sulcus and the adjoining part of the facies articularis clavicularis. Harrison &
Cowles (1977,p.27) considered the fossil coracoid too 'slender' to belong to the Common
Crane. However, only in ventral view does it appear to be more 'slender' and this results
from erosion and chipping of the medial edoe of the shaft at the base of the processus
procoracoideus.
features that have been used for assianing coracoid BM(NH) 49365 to the

In summary,
axcavation. The size, propor-

Maltese Crane are the result of erosion, fossilisation and
tions and morpholoay of this coracoid justify reassigning it to the Common Crane.

Among material from Tal-0Gnien was part of the distal extremity of a right crane hu-
merus BM(NH) A5162 (Harrison 1979). |t is much smaller than the corresponding part of a
Sarus Crane; iis size and morphology closely resemble *he Common Crane (Fig.2). in par—
+icular, both have the epicondylus venfralis (A) rounded ventrally and confluent with the
condylus ventralis (B). In both, also, the condylus lies at riaht angles to the shaft of
+he bone and its bulbous dorsal part is symefrically shaped. Also, the angle between the
condylus and the tuberculum supracondytare (C} is similar in form on the fossil and on
the Common Crane. Yhe proximal part of the tuberculum of the fossil is missing; its ven—
tral surface compares well with the Common Crane.

Fig.2. Distal extremity of right humerus, cranial view. Left - Sarus Crane UMZIC 344M;
centre - Maltese Pleistocene BM{NH} A5162; right - Common Crane recent UMZC 344S.

Harrison (1979,p.14) also observed this fossil humerus A5162 fo be 'of similar size
and character to that of the Common Crane', but he assianed the bone to the much larger
Maltese Crane. However, ifs size, proportions and morphology justify reassigning this
humerus fo the Common Crane.

Hindlimb bones

Using material from Mnajdra UMZC 252a, | prepared three proximal femur fragments that
thouah similar to the Sarus Crane in size and proportions, differ from it in the form of
the head and trochanter (Northcote 1982¢). In the Sarus Crane there is, caudally, a well-
markec ridge that lies below the facies articularis antitrochanterica (Fig.3A) and is
continuous with the Llip on the facies articularis acetabularis (B) whereas in the Maltese
Crane this ridge is absent. In addition, in the latfer species, the angle between the
facies articularis antitrochanterica and the head is smaller so that the head appears to
be directed mere proximally.

Numerous distal tibiotarsus fragments have been atfributed to the Maltese Crane (Ly-
dekker 1890, 1891, Mourer-Chauviré, Adrover & Pons 1975, Harrison & Cowles 1977, North-
cote 1982c). Although Lydekker (1890, 1891) and Harrison & Cowles (1977) considered the
distoproximal width of the supratendinal bridage to be narrower in the Maltese than in the
Sarus Cranes, the range in bridae width of the fossils overlaps that in Sarus Cranes
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Figs.3-5. Left : Sarus Crane UMZC 344M; right : Maltese Pleistocene UMIC 252a.
Fig.3. Proximal extremity of left femur, caudal view.

Fig.4. Distal extremity of right tiblotarsus, medial view.

Fig.5. Proximal extremity of left tarsometatarsus, proximal view.

Fig.4

(Mourer-Chauviré, et al.1975, Northcote 1982¢c)., It cannot, therefore, be used for diag-
nostic purposes. lhe general size and proportions of the tibiotarsi correspond to the
Sarus Crane but their epicondyles differ (Fig.4), In the Sarus Crane the epicondytes are
large and form a distoproximal ridge; the epicondylus medialis (A) is especially larae.
In the Maltese Crane, on the other hand, the epicondyles are small; the epicondylus late-
ralls is hardly distinguishable.

Proximal tarsometatarsus fragments were found at lal-Gnien (Harrison & Cowles 1977)
and Mnajdra (Northcote 1982c). They are of the same qeneral size as the Sarus Crane buft
the eminentia intercondylaris (Fig.5A) is more attenuated (Northcote 1982c, Table 1,
Plate 6d). Distal extremity fragments were recorded from Zebbug (Lydekker 1890,1851) and
Mnajdra (Northcote 1982c), (Fig.6). Lydekker (1890, 1891) considered the proportions and
relationships of the trochleae to be the same as in the Sarus Crane. However, in the lat-
ter species the trochleae are close together and rouahly paratlel to one another, whereas
in the Maltese Crane the intertrochlear nofches are relatively wide (the incisura infer-
trochlearis medialis (A) measuresc. Smmef. . 4mm in Sarus Crane) and the frochleae for
digits Il and |V are curved away from that for digit Il (Northcote 1982¢). Lydekker
(1890) considered the tarsometatarsus of Maltese Cranes to be larger overall than that of
Sarus Cranes, but the greater distal width (32mmcf. 26mm in Sarus Cranes) results from
the characterisiic splaying of the trochleae.

Fig.6. Distal extremity of left tarsometatarsus, cranial
view. Left : Sarus Crane UMZC 344M; and right : Maltese
Pleistocene BM(NH) 49358. All X1.

Discussion

Numerous hindlimb bones of the Maltese Crane have been found but Harrison & Cowles
(1977) and Harrison (1979) knew of no forelimb bones large enough to support such a large
crane in the air, nor hindlimb bones of a smaller crane that came from the Maltese Pleis~
tocene. They therefore reasoned that the relatively small size of the two bones that they
reaarded as appertaining to the forelimb of the Maltese Crane indicates that it had re-
duced wings; Harrison & Cowles (1977, p.27) suggested that the bird had reduced power of
flight. Doubt is cast upon this reasoning now that fthese bones have been reassigned to
the Common Crane. This doubt is reinforced by the presence in the Malfese Pleistocene de-

posits of Common Crane remains (Northcote 1984), especially as these include hirdlimb
bones. It is more reasonable fo assign the relatively small forelimb bones to the small
and confemporaneous crane they resemble than to assian them to a much larger crane and
postulate reduced flight ability to explain the resultant size disparity.

It is possible to correlate particular legbone characters with particular habits
(Northcote 1981, 1982b). in comparison with the Sarus Crane, the smaller angle between
the articulatory facet and the head of the femur in the Maltese Crane may have maintained
the legs closer to the midline. The tibiotarsus epicondyles serve for the attachment of
ankle ligaments. Their relatively small size in the Malfese Crane may indicate a less
rigid ankle joint. The more attenuated eminentia infercondylaris of the tarscmetatarsus
is consistent with more efficient fore-and-aft movement of the foot and the qreater
spread of the trochleae may have provided a more stable base for the foot. ALl of these
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features indicate that the Maltese Crane may have walked more elegantly than the Sarus
Crare. ‘ :

I wish To thank M.J. Ashby, G.S5. Cowles, K.A, Joysey, C.A. Watker and G. Zammif—
Maempel for their help in various ways.
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ANALYSIS OF HONEY BUZZARD FLIGHT DIRECTIONS
AT BUSKETT

. A. THAKE

Analysis of autumn sightings of Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus at Buskett made during
the period 1874 — 1978 suggested the existence of 2 leading line effect in Honey Buzzard
migration through Malta. !f was hypothesised that more Honey Buzzards follow the south-
western coast as the day progresses. In addition, there was evidence which sugoested that
southerly winds increase the proportion of Honey Buzzards which follows the coast, even
if the southerly winds are of a purely local nature, generated by & sea breeze system
{(Thake 1980b & 1983).

In this paper, angular data accumulated during the 1974-78 study period and during
sporadic observations in subseguent vears (1980 - 1682) are analysecd. A Limited amount of
supporting evidence for the above hypothesis is presented.

Methods

Detailed descriptions of the methods emploved may be found in earlier papers (Thake
1977, 1980a & 1980b). The flight dirgc%ions of Honey Buzzard flocks flying within 200 m
of the observer were determined (£107) by reference to known compass poinfs, represented
by distant Landmarks. A bearing compass was in use from 1978 onwards, allowing more accu-
rate flight directions fo be obtained when the birds flew directly overhead. Directional
data were obtiained most freguentiy in 1976.

Calculations were performed using ad hoc BASIC computor programs designed for use on
the Casio FX 801p programmable calcutator,

Results

in Fig.1, variation of the mean length of the resulfant vector of flight directions
is plotted against time of day. The mean length of the resultant vector is an index of
the decree of scatter of the flight directions; fhe closer ths mean i{ength is to !, the
smaller the scatier of the flight directions. Fig. 1 clearly shows an increase in the
scatter of flight directions as the day progresses. This is consistent with the interpre-
tation that the Homey Buzzards' motivation to fly in a given compass direction decreases
in the course of the day.

€
60 4
40 4
i \ Fig.l. Variation of the length of the mean
\ resultant vector with time of day.
” Angular data obtained during each hourly
- interval yielded the basic angular statis-

\ tics. The mean length of the resultant

| \ vector (R} is plotted against time of day
(C.E.T.). Correlation coefficient = ’

\. -0.8980, p > .01.

12 T T g
Fig.2 depicts changes in the direction of the resultiant vector with iime of day. 1ne
few Honey Buzzards sighted pefore noon fly mostly south. The tendency to fly towards
southeast increases ftowards mid-day, peaking between 12.00 and 13.00 C.E.1. As the after-
noon progresses, the resultant vector shifts towards south until approximately 15.00,
after which it returns fto southeast. The following interpretation is offerred : lhe ther-
mal low over the islands is best developed around mid-day. This coincides witn a fendency
for the Honey Buzzards to follow the coast to a greater extfent, and the resultant vector
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Fig.2. Variation of the direction of the
L4 resultant vector with time of day.

The ordinates represent 6 - 1350, where ©
is the direction of the resultant vector
4 in degrees. Southwest lies above the top
of the diagram; southeast at the bottom.
South lies at 45° on the ordinates.

2 14 i 15 18

shifts towards the southeasf. In the mid-afternoon, the weakening thermal low over Malta
produces tighter winds wnicn induce less coasting than at mid-day. Towards the Late
afternoon, the direction of the mean vector veers towards ‘the southeast as the amount of
coasting increases once again.

If coasting during contrary winds is an Important factor in Honey Buzzard migration
through Malta, one would expect an increase in ~he amount of ccasting in moderate scuth-
erlies. Fiqg.3 presents appropriate data. Alfthough there is an increase in the number of
Honey Buzzard flocks flying southeast in moderate winds, the directiconal shift of the
mean vector towards the southeast in diagram B ‘s not significant (Watson and Williams
fwo sample test : F1 78 = 2.13, p=>.05). The decrease in scatter with moderate contrary
winds is also consistent with the hypothesis, but again the effect is not significant
(tested after Mardia 1972, o 162 : F22,56 = 0.5185,p >.0%).

tncreased coasting in moderate southerlies would Se expected to cause more flocking,
giving rise to a higher mean flock size. This was found fo be the case (see Table 1).

T

Fig.3. Scatter diagrams of flight directions of flocks sighted in light (A) and moderate
(B) southerly winds. Southerlies (from east-southeast to west-southwest) were grouped
according to wind strength as indicated in the table below.

Category includes winds R ]

Light (A) 3 to 7 knots L7714 165.478

Moderate (B) § to 17 knots .8846 152.08

The direction, length and 95% confidence limits of the mean resultant vector are shown
on each diagram. The direction of geographical north is marked at the top of each diag-

ram. Both scatter diagrams differ significantly from a uniform distribution (Rayleigh
test + p < .001).

TABLE 1 : Variation of mean flock size with wind strength

southerly wind mean flock sample standard
strength category size deviation

Light 2.23 2.12

Moderate 4.70 5.58
Anova (Single classification) : F] 27" 7.6736; p = .01.

Conclusions

The results presented In this paper provide limited further support for ‘he hypothesis
of a leading line effect in Honey Buzzard migraiion through Malta. The fests cdescribed
above should be repeated when a more extensive set of angular data becomes available.
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MIGRATION OF THE SANDWICH TERN IN EAST SICILY

CARMFLO IAPTICHIMO

The Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis |s a scarce autumn migrent to Malta (Sultana &
Gauci 1982), with no autumn records in some years (Cachia Zammit & Attard Montalto 1980).

On the other hand, along the nearby south-east Sicilian coast it Is a very common
autumn visitor with a definite, and sometfimes huge, southward movement. A good counting
station along the east Sicilian coast is Capo Murro di Porco (135 km. north-west of Malfa)
near Syracuse, where large numbers of Sandwich Terns moving to the south are recorded
every vear from early August fo late November, with peaks in the last ten days of Octfober.
In 1980 the author counted 348 birds during 18 observation hours from 8th October fo 11th
November; and in 1981, 397 from 23rc¢ August to 22nd November during 22 observation hours,
A more systematic count in 1982 totalled 1,403 during 81 observation hours from lst Sep-
tember to 28th November, with peaks of 334 on 25th October during 150 observation minutes
and 195 on 31st October during 140 observation minutes.

Table 1 includes all the 2,148 hirds counted in the three autumns and shows fthe per-
centage of terns that passed singly or in flocks of different sizes (largest flock counted
was of 63 birds).

Table 1 | Flock size 1 2-10 11-20 21-30 31-63
Percentage 2.33 51.23 24.09 10.52 11.80

No definite relation with weather was noted, but most of the largest counts were on
days with clear sky, south or south-west llght winds and smooth sea. Only a few winfering
birds were recorded from lafte November.

Spring passage is not so well defined. In Late February, but mostly from mid-March to
early Aporil, | recorded small flocks or single bircs, most moving to fthe north, but some
to the south (the last are orobably terns that wintered in the Tyrrhenian Sea and fthaf fly
south before moving to the east, crossing the Messina straif). Spring passage Is probably
more marked well offshore and involves large flocks, like the one of 100+ recorded near
Comino on 20 Aprit 1969 (Sultana & Sauct 1982). Migrating Sandwich Terns generally pass
very close fo Capo Murro's cliff, |t is unusual to record birds further offshore than Z00-
300 m. They fly low (below 20 m, above the sea) in loose flocks with the birds, at least
one or two, calling incessantly. Sometimes, especially with strong side winds, They prefer
to fly in compact line formations, very close fo the surface of sea.
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Sandwich Terns do not usually flock with other migrating sea-birds. In all the 144
flocks (comprising ai least 3 birds) recorded in autumn 1982, the author recorded only
four instances of Black-headed Gulls Larus ridibundus associated (one, two, one and three
flocking respectively with 16, 9, 11 and 8 terns) and two of Mediterranean Gulls Larus
melanocephalus (one and one flocking with 5 and 11 ferns). In five instances large flocks
of tens of gulls of both species and a few associated ferns were recorded moving all fe-
gether to the south, with the ferns always at the nead of the flock.

Sandwich Terns on passage in Sicily originate from Black Sea colonies as shown from
recoveries of ringed birds and disperse fo winter in the west and central Mediterranean
(Brichetti & 'senmann 1981, Isenmann & Czajkowski 1978). During westward movement they
clearly closely follow the coastline of easfern and southern Sicily so that only a few are
recorded from the Sicilian channel islands.

A similar patfern of autumn migration across the ceniral Mediterranean, due io the
leading line effect of the Sicilian coasfs, occurs in other Laridae Like the Mediterranean
Gull and the Slender-billed Gull Larus genei whose autumn passages, respectively in Octo-
ber-November and Augusi-Sepfember, are well marked in south-east Sicily but practically
unrecerded in Malta.
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THE ADVANTAGES OF MIAJORITY DECISION MAKING
M.AL THAKE

Social Interactions resulting in the formation of groups or flocks have been inves-—
tigated extensively. Flocking is Likely to convey several advantages, includinglower sus—
ceptibility fo predation (Kenward 1978), improved oredator detection (Bertram 1980), in-
creased accuracy of orientation (Waltraff 1978, Thake 1980}, and transfer of information
about feeding sites (Ward &Zahavi 1973, DeGroot 1980). lhere is another possibile advan-
tace, namely that decisions made in a social context might be more accurate.

Nearly two centuries ago, Condorcet (1785) showed thal a majority decision made by &
aroup of humans is more likely fo be correct than the same decision made by a single in-
dividual. Recent extensive theoretical work in the social sciences has yielded many in-
teresting theorstical resulfs (excellent review in Grofman et al. 1982, and in press).
Some time aqo, Lorenz (1952) sugaested that decisions made by flocks of animals might in-
volve a concensus. Yet, social decision makina in animals has remained largely uninvesti-
asted, despite the fact that a areat many decisions are made by the individual in a con-
text which at a glance might be expected to sllow that individual to take advantage of
information available from other individuals. in this paper, the theoretical basis of
majority decision making by animals is outlined and the adaptive significance of behaving
in this way is siressed.

Majority decision making : a model

Consider a set of environmental conditions under which an individual performs beha-
viour "P" (some unspecified behaviour having bioloaical sianificance) with probability p,
and performs behaviour "G" with probability g, such that p + g = 1. Membership of a flock
of n individuals is assumed not to alter the values of p or g for the individuals., If so
the nrobabilities of various combinations of decisions are agiven by the terms in the ex-
pansion

(p + @ =1,

for example, consider & flock of three individuals. lhere are four possibitities : >

rebresents an unanimous decision fo perform "P", p<q representing the case where one in-
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dividyal prefers not to perform "pY, qu where only one individual opts 1o perform "P",
and q” an unanimous decision not fo act in this way buf to perform "Q", The respective
probabilities can be calcutated from the terms in the expansion

o® « 3p%a + 3pg? + q° = 1.

The principal requirement for this.model is that fragmeniation of fhe flock does not
occur, and the individuals composing the flock all decide whether or not fc perform "P"
on a simple majority basis. lhus, cases p3 and p2q will opt to perform "P", while cases
o3 and pg? will opt to perform "Q". 1f p ties between 0.5 and 1, the sum of the proba-
bilities of those cases which should lead to behaviour "P" (i.e., p3 + 3p2q) is greater
than p, and increases with n (flock size). For example, if p = 0.9, the sum eaquals 0.972
for n = 3.

Table 1 shows the expectations of a decision "P" for flocks of various sizes, .for
various values of p. There is a general tendency for the probability of behaviour "P" to
increase with increasing n if the initial probability for n = 1 lies between 0.5 and 1.

If on the other hand, the initial probability lies between 0 and 0.5, the probability
of "P" decreases with increasing n.

In generat, for odd values of n, the probability of behaviour "P" being performed by
a flock of n individuals deciding on a majorlity basis is given by

n /n _
P:zk)ph.oﬁ”“
n <
h=m h
where m = (n + 1)}/2. For even values of n, the value of Pp is similar fo that for
P,y (Condorcet 1785). '
TABLE I : Variation of the probability of a decision to perform "P" with size of the
tlock or group (n)
Flock size (n)

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
p
11 .028 .028 .0085¢6 .00856 -00273 .00273 .000891
22 L1048 -104 0579 .0579 L0333 .0333 .019¢
3.3 .216 .216 .163 .163 126 L3126 .0988
- .352 352 .317 2317 .290 .290 267
5.5 .5 .5 5 .5 .5 .5 .5
6 6 648 648 .683 683 .710 710 .733
7.7 .784 .784 837 .837 874 874 L9201
.8 .8 .896 .896 o42 o422 967 .967 -980
.9 .9 .972 972 .991 .991 .997 .997 .999

The method of calculation is described in the text. In the case of flocks containing
an even number of individuals, there are certain combinations of the decisions "P" and
"Q" where an equal number of individuals favours each behaviour type. It is assumed that
such combinations are as likely to make one decision as another, and the respective pro-
bability was halved and added to the set of decisions to perform "P",

Discussion

A wide variety of types of animsl behaviour have been observed being performed simui-
taneously by several individuals constituting a flock or aroup (e.g. Birke 1974, Colgan
et al. 1979, Dauphine and McClure 1974, Deputte 1979, Kisimoto et al. 1982, Kramer and
Graham 1976, Mathieu 1970, Meixner and Shaw 1979, Richman 1978, Sambraus 1973, Sieafried
et al. 1975, Voisin 1976, Weidmann and Darley 1971). Most behaviour is adaptive, and ore
might expect a decision which is characterised by a hiah probability to be favoured. De-
cision making on a majority basis should thus be adaptive as it allows individuals te
make the most likely decision (hence probably the correct one) with greater probability
than if they were deciding individually.

Consider the following example. A migrant bird about to empark on & long sea crossing
decides whether or not 1o migrate on a given day on the basis of perceived weather varia-
bles. Suppose that the correct decision is to migrate, and is made with probability C.7;
the bird decides wrongly not to migrate 30% of the time. If the same decision is made by
a flock of nine birds, and the birds decide on 2 simple majorify basis, the probability
that their decision will be correct is 0.901, l.e. they are likely to be wrong less than
10% of the time.

A prerequisite for majority decision making is an ability for individuals to asses
the intfentions of other flock members. intention movements or calts signalling the intfen-
tTions of ihe caller might serve this purpose. There is evidence that communication is
taking place when animals act simultancously (e.q. Clifton 1879, Orcutt 1974, Sieafried
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et al. 1975, Walker 1969). Much of the Literature onm socially facilitated behaviour is
retevant fo this problem, and Clayton (1978) provides a recent review of this fopic.

Various decisions are made in a social context, and one might expect majority deci-
sion making to be frequent. However, there might well be occasions when it is not advan-
tageous for an individual fo act simply because a concensus has been reached. For in-
stance, a bird which is not yet in breeding condition might suffer a decrement of fitness
if it were fo attempt to breed when a majority of conspecifics were doing so. The basic
requirements for majority decision making are probably possessed by many vertebrates.

The model outlined above suggests an adaptive significance for this behaviour whicn was
previcusly unsuspected in Biology.

Summary

Flocks of animals might make decisions on a majority basis, with all flock members
rticipating egually and deciding to act similarly fo the majority of flock members.
e probability of an erronsous decision being made aon a mejority basis decreases with

a
he
lock size. Majority decision making should thus be adaptive in some contexts.

p

1
£
f
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SHORT NOTES

TWO NEW SPECIES FOR MALTA - RED-EYED VIREQ AND CHESTMUT BUMTIMG.

Autumn 1983 produced inferesting vaarants including two 'firsts’ for Maltas - Red-aved
Vireo Vireo olivaceus and a Chestnut Bunting Emberiza rutila.

While bird-ringing at Ghajn Zejtuna, Mellieha on 29th October 1983, Bro. Edmund found
acurious-lookingbird in his nets. the bird was later examined also by the authors and was
identified as a Red~evyed Vireo. 11 had a rich bluish-arey crown and a white supercilium
bordered with black stripes, the lower one going through its dark crimson eye. Its black
beak loocked relatively heavy with the tip of the upper mandible curved down. “he tarsi
were bluish. |tfs upperparts (back, neck, nape, rump and fail) were areenish, close to the
colour of a dull Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix. |t had darker wings with the orima-—
ries and secondaries edaged greyish-green. Its belly was white. lhe measurements in mm,
were wing : 80; tail : 52; tarsus : 19.5; bitl : 13.

The Red-eyed Vireo is a North American species which is accidenfal to Western Europe.

The male Chestnut Bunting was found on 12th November 1983 by John Grech and one of the
authors while bird-ringing at Lunzjata, Gozo. lhe bird was firsf observed in the morning
when it was feeding among grass in a very wet area at the botiom of the valley, below a
line of trees, mainly White Poplar and Ash. White feeding in the grass it could not be
seen properly although the sharp contrast between the chestnut head and breast and the
yeltow belly was quite noticeable. The first species which came to mind was Red-headed
Bunting Emberiza bruniceps but when it flew up into a ifree ifs rump was very dark and not
vellow. Ffforts to observe the bird properly proved fruitless and after a while it dis-—
appeared On visifing the area in the afterncon the bird was again seen feeding in the
same area. A net was set up further up the valley and when trying fo set up anofher net
where it was feeding the bird flew into the first net.

The following is a description of the bird in the hand : the head, throat, breast,
back and rump were all deep chestnut, the throat and breast feathers faintly tipped whif-
ish. The chestnut on its back was admixed with greenish arey. The lesser and median
coverts were chestnut while the blackish greater coverts and tertiale were edced chestnut.
The tail was of a greenish black colour with a tinge of white on the cuter web of the
outer feathers. lhe beily, down fo the under tail coverts, was of a light lemon yellow
colour with the flanks streaked greenish grey.

1he 3rd, 4th and S5th primaries (countina from fhe outermosi primary) formed the wing-
point and were emarginated. The measurements in mm. were wing : 76; tail : 58; farsus
20.5 ; bill : 12.0. Weight was 18.2 gm.

The Chestnut Bunting is an Eastern Asiatic species which is accidental fo Centiral and
Western Europe.

Joe Sultana & Charles Gauci
- 3 Sciberras Flats, Fleur-de-Lys Junction, B'Kara, Malta.
-~ tskylark', Targa Gap Estate, Mosta, Malta.

Chestnut Bunting and Red-eyed Vireo photographed hefore release. (Photos : Joe Sultana)
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Farbiyper das Trauer fliegenfanger=Mannchens

COLOUR-CATEGORIES OF MALE PIED FLYCATCHERS IN SPRING.

Professor Rudolph Drost (Uber das Brutkleid m&nnlicher Trauerfliegenfanger, Muscicapa
hypoleuca. - Der Vogelzug 6, p. 175-186. 1936) was the first fo devote full attention to
this theme. In the numerous malte Pied Flycatchers Ficedula hypoleuca on spring migrafion
on Heligoland the upperparts showsd considerable variation in colour. While in some males
the upperpart was black tnroughout, others lacked black almost completely. Drost examined
237 skins from North and Central Europe, and worked out 7 colour-categories for ctassifi~
cation. At the same time he was aware of the fact that more or different categories might
be chosen. However, in the meantime these 7 categories have been generally accepted and
proved fto be practicat.

Category | : Upperpart uniform black

Category VI : Upperpart uniform grey or brown

Categories ti1 - VI : Intermediates

Examinations of northern birds show that old males belong to colour category | - IV
(m 2.97)and males of the previous vear fo category Il - Vi (m 4.2). Birds (including mig-
rants) collected in Central Europe belong to colour-categories 11 - Vil (adult, m 4.,56)
and 11 = VIl (Jjuvenile, m 5.17) respectively.

Males trapped on Malta and Gozo for ringing should be classified according to the 7
categories (see photograph). Adutts and juveniles have to be separated. The white colour-
ing of the forehead as well as the intenisty of the white on the underparts may also have
to be examined. There are correlations in this respect.

As generally known the difference in the colour of the upperparts have not yer ted tfo
recognize the northern and central European Pied Flycatfchers as different races.
Hans Bub

H.B. - Institut flir Vogelforschung, Vogelwarte Helgoland, An Der Vogelwarte 21,
D ~ 2940 wilhelmshaven 15, Fed. Rep. of Germany.

UNUSUAL NUMBER OF EGGS IN A FAN-TAILED WARBLER'S MEST.

A nest of the Fan-tailed Warbler Cisticola juncidis containing seven eggs was found
at Ghajn Rihana Valley on 25th April 1984, The female was incubating the eggs. 1he colour
of the eggs was white with reddish spots, The nest was 20cm ebove the aground and it was
rather deep from inside.

The nest was examined agein on 30th Aprilt when 11 still contained the seven eggs. On
visiting it aaainon 7thMay, six one-day old pulll were present. One unhatched egg was
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still in the nest., The nest was examined again on 12 May and the egg,presumed infertile,
was still there.

There is a possibility that the female tayed her first clutch (which includecd only
one infertile egg) earlier in the season, and then re-layed her second clutch ir the same
nest (fthis time laving six eggs which all hatched). Another possibility is thaf the fe-
male layed a clufch of seven eggs one of which was infertile.

A case of a Fan~tailed Warbler's nest contalining eight eggs comprising fwo clufches
had been recorded previously ( Gauci, C. & Sultana, J. 1980, Instances of birds re~
Laying in same nest confaining infertile eqgs., Ii-Merill 21 : 21),

R.G.- 'Sunview', Potters Street, E'Kara, Malta. Raymond Galea

THE SECOND OCCURRENCE OF THE OLIVE-BACKED PIPIT IN MALTA.

An unusual pipit was mistnetted by the writer while bird-ringing at Xemxijla on 2nd
Novemper 1983. On close examination the birc furned out to be an Olive-backed Fipit
Anthus hodgsoni. The ldentification was also confirmed separately by John Borg and
Charles Gauci; the latter had also seen the first specimen which was trepped and ringed
at Ghadira on 30th October 1975 (Cilia, V. 1977-78. Olive-backed Pipit - an addition fo
the Llist of the birds of Malta. Zl-Merill 19 :; 11),

in size it was smaller than a lree Pipit Anthus trivialis, |is overall colour was
olive~green with darker sireaks on the head and very faint streaking on nape and mantte.
The rump was greenish and completely unstreaked. lhe wings and tail had greenish edges to
the feathers. 1he ear coverts were dark, the chin white and the throat cream. The breast
was creamy white with black spots, the belly was cream and the flanks were pale tawny
buff with darker streaks. lhe axillaries end under-tail coverts were cream tinged vellow,
The broad whife superciliary sfripe was quife unlike that of any other Eurcpean pipit

The bitl was dark grey on top and pale underneath and the inside of the mouth was
areyish. Tne legs were pinkish and the iris dark olive brown; the eve-rina was brown.
pure White on the outer tail feathers was present as in the

white accompanying figure.

w1
i

The biometrics in mm. were as follows : wing 78; tail
tarsus 32.2; bill 15; bill depth 3.5; bill widfh 4.2; a
sullied nind claw 8.8. The bird weighed 20.0 am.

white

3
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While in the hand the bird called continuously & high
pitched 'sip' similar to a call of the kegulus sp. On re-
lease its cali was like a lree Pipit's but higher pitched,
a feature which was also reported by Cilie loc. cit.
his pipit is a vagrant from Asia fo Europe.

. John Attard Montalto
J.A.M. - 19/2 B McIver Street, Sliema, Malta.

Eds. — Since the above occurrence another Olive-backed Pipit was trapped and ringed a?
Lunz jata, Gozo on 3rc November 1984,

SPECTACLED WARBLERS AT PLAY?

The incident reporied here was observed at Ghadire Nature Reserve on 29th October
1983, at approximately 11.00 hrs. Several Spectacled Warblers Sylvia conspicillata were
seen engaged in a social activity on the embankment which profects the south wesfern
fringe of the nature reserve. Observations were made from the road which skirts fhe
southern border of the reserve, at a disfance of from 20 to 25 metres from the birds.
Powerful (16 X 50) binoculars were used.

At Lleast three (perhaps five) Spectacled Warblers were seen chasing one another
around an elevation of bare earth on the embankment. The birds followsd a circular to ob-
tong path around a fen metre sfrefch of embankment. At intervals, the birds perched on
the bare earth fo posture with cocked tail znd vocalise. lhe behaviour was first defected
by the freguent loud vocalisations produced by the interacting birds. The vocalisations
consisted of snafches of song, interspersed with the churring ‘alarm' call. At leas? two
of the birds were seen carrying large (4-5 cm) green and black caterpillars in their
bitl. Circular chases were observed between birds which lacked caterpillars in their
bilt. in addition, a bird holding & caterpillar was seen being chased by another bird
whose bill was empty. This behaviour was repeated at short intervals during fthe 10 min-
utes devoted to the observations. the behaviour was still in progress when observations
were stopped.
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Anthropomorphic interpretations of animal behaviour are risky, but the behaviour re-
poried here was strongly suggestive of Little children playing tag | 1his seems 1o be an
instance of social play in the Spectacled Warbler.

Martin A. Thake

SARDIMIAN WARBLER : UMUSUAL FEFEDIMG BEHAVIOUR.

On 10th January 1978, a sinole male Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala was seen
pecking at a piece of bread. lhe bird flew away when approached without attempting to
Lift the bread. lhe item lay in the middle of Old Railway Road, in front of St. Aloysius
College, B'Kara and had probably been dropped by one of the college students. Scraps
dropped by students form an important part of the diet of Spanish Sparrows Passer
hispaniolensis during the academic year. Similar behaviour was observed durina winfer
1982-83, but the date was not recorded.

In Late January 1983, while on a country walk at Buskett, a single male Sardinian
Warbler was seen foraging within one of the large barrels which serve as dust bins. 1
was not possible to determine whether the bird was feeding on flies or on food scraps
among the rubbish,

Martin A. Thake

M,A.T. - 169 Fleur-de-Lys Road, B’Kara, Malta.

PURPLE HERON EATING A SKINK.

while bird-watching with some friends at Ghadira Nature Reserve on 9th April 1984, we
noticed that a Purple Heron Ardea purpurea had caught a prey. lhe bird then flew a short
distance to one of the islands in the reserve with its prey dangling in its beak.

The heron took several minutes fo swallow its prey, during which time we could iden—
tify its food. lhe prey was a reptile and we all were in agreement that it was a skink.
Onty one species of skink is found in Malta, the Ocellated Skink Chalcides ocellatus,
which is fairly common in the reserve. the skink was a fully grown specimen and seemed to
be about 25 cm in tength.

The heron held the skink by its neck, suffocating it fo death and then succeeded to
swallow 1t after several attempts, head first.

Purple Herons are rarely seen feeding in the Maltese Islands. They are very vulner-
able to the local bird-shooters, when they are flying low or when they alight. Approp-
riate fesding areas are very scarce and fthese, with the exception of Ghadira , are regu-
Larly visited by bird-shooters.

During sprina 1984 up to three Purple Herons were present at Ghadira for several
days. Their main diet during their sfay at the reserve consisted of kitlifish Aphanius
fasciatus and Grey Mullet Mugil sp.

Denis Cachia

D.C. - 17 Gardenia Street, Santa Lucia, Malta.

AM UNSUCCESSFUL BREEDING ATTEMPT BY THE SHORT-EARED OWL.

Buring the ninetecnth century odd pairs of Short-eared Owls Asio flammeus used to
breed in the Maltese lIslands ( Schembri,A. 1843. Cataloao Ornitologico del Gruppo di Malta.
& Wright,C. 1864, List of the Birds observed in the islands of Malta and Gozo ). In the
present century onty two nests were found - one with 5 young in the vicinity of Sigglewi
on 4th May 1906 and another with a clutch of 3 eggs at Wied Znuber on 18th May 1909
(Despott, 5. 1917, Notes on the Ornithology of Malta ).

Since then there have been no other breeding records of this species; not surprising
when considering the prevailing intense human inferference and the ever shrinking adequate
habitat., On 17th March 1983 an employee of the Department of Agriculture reported to us
that he had flushed a large owl from a nest containing 5 eggs while on duty on the istand
of Comino which is a bird sanctuary. On visiting the locatity on 24th March a Short-eared
Owl was found incubating 5 egas in a nest which was situated on the remnants of a base of
a rubble wall which divided two uncultivated terraced fields. lhe nest had Little material
and was a shallow hollow, sheltered by veaetation. Unfortunately the nest was found des-
troved s few days later. Only two cold eggs remained and the site appeared much disturbed.
During the period in which the nest was under observation only one owl was seen and it is
worth noting that a Short-eared Owl had been shot from a dinghy just off Cominoin mid-
March.

Joe Sultana & Charles Gauci
J.5. - 3 Sciberras Flats, Fleur-de-Lys Junction, B'Kara, Malta.
C.G. — 'Skylark', Targa Gap Hstatc, Mosta, Malta.
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SYSTEMATIC LIST FOR 1981 & 1982

compiled by
CHARLES GAUCI

. Members who sent in records for the daily log kept by the society were:
J. Attard Montalfo, J. Borg, R. Cachia Zammit, A. Casha, V. Cilia, G. Davies, J. Doublet,
N. Fenech, R. Galea, C. Gaucl, M.V, Gaucl, B.K. German, J. Grech, A.B. Heath, R. Inaram,
D. Knight, H. Middleton, J. Middleton, C.A. Pomeroy, P. Portelli, G. Richards,
D. Rushford, J. Sultana, M.A. Thake, J. Theuma, A. Vassallo and L. Vella. Other
members may have contributed to fthe daily log kept at the Ghadira Nature Reserve,
which records are subsequently added to the national daily and species logs.

The records for this two-year period were entered into the daily and species
logs by J. Bora, R. Cachia Zammit and C. Gauci. The systematic list was compiled
by €. Gauci.

Where only one of the two years is given in the systematic list, it is because
there were no records in the other vear.

LITTLE GRERE Tachybaptus ruficollis Blondun zghir
1981 : 1 at Ghadira on 14 Nov,
1982 : 1 at Ghadira on most days from 9-27 Nov. 1 at M'Xlokk on & Dec.

GREAT CRESTED GREBE Podiceps cristatus Blongun Prim
1981 : Singles at Ta' Xbiex on 27 Nov and at Pieta’' on 19-20 Dec.

BLACK-NECKED GREBE  Podiceps nigricollis Blongun Sekond

1981 : 1 at Ghadiras on 10 Sep, then singles on &6th, 13th and 19-21st and 2 on 27 Dec,
most at Ghadira.

1982 : 1 at Manoel Isle on 18 Jan, | at Ghadira on 11-16 Mar and 5 at M'Xlokk on 23
Mar. 1 at Ghadira from 27 Aug fo & Sep, then present daily there from 2 Nov

onwards with max of 5 on 18th and 21 Nov.

CORY'S SHEARWATER  Calonectris diomedea (iefa

1981 : Breeding as usual. Recorded offshore between May and Aug. Highest count 2
rafts totalling ca.1650 birds off Dwejra, Gozo on 4 Auqg.

1982 : First sighting on 14 Mar. Max count 2400 off Marsalforn on 17 Jul.

SOOTY SHEARWATER  Puffinus griseus Ciefa ta' L-Atlantiku
1682 : 1 shot outside territorial waters on 25 Nov.

MANX SHEARWATER Puffinus puffinus Garni ja
1981 : No offshore records. Highest count ashore ca. 100 at L-Ahrax Pt. on 25 May.
1982 : 1 off Comino on 4 Apr only sighting. ¢a.80 ashore at L-Ahrax Pt. on 24 May.

STORM PETREL  Hydrobates pelagicus Kandgu ta' Filfla
1981 : Breeding in usual numbers on Filfla.
1982 : Recorded only from its breeding station on Filfla.

GANNET Sula bassana Sula
1981 : 1 immature off Comino on 26 Dec.
1982 : Singles offshore on 26 Oct, 25 Nov and 4 Dec.

CORMORANT Phalacrocorax carbo  Margun

1981 : Singles over Xemxija on 29 Oct, over Ghadira on 7th and at Ghar Hasan on 13 Nov.

1982 : 1 at Delimara on 27 Jan. Singtes on 19 Oct; ttth, 17th and 20 Nov, and on 29
Dec. 2 on 30 Dec.

BITTERN  Botaurus stellaris  Kappun
1981 : 1 near Buskett on 14 Feb.

LITILE BITIERN  Ixobrychus minutus  Russett tas-Sidgar

1981 : Singles on 6 days from 18 Apr to 19 May. 1 on 6 Oct.

1982 : 1 on 7-8 Apr, then daily from 29 Apr to 21 May with 10 at Lunzjata on lst
highest; most records from Ghadira and Lunzjata. 1 on 31 Cct.

NI1GHT HERON Nycticorax nycticorax Kwakka

1981 : Recorded on 8 days from 20 Mar to 20 Apr in spring; no flocks seen, highest
party of 4, In autumn on several days from 13 Aug fo 7 Oct with 20 at Pieta’
on 27 Sep highest. 1 on 5 Nov.

1982 : On 19 days from 16 Mar to 20 May; usually up fo 6 but flock of ca.50 over
Rabat on 21 Mar. 2 on 13 Aug, then 22 sightinas on 17 days from 27 Aug to
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2z Oct with flocks of 50, 27 and 40 on 2nd, 12th and 30 Sep respectivaly. MALLARD Anas platyrhnchos Kuluvert

15 on 2nd and 1 on 5 Nov. 1982 : 1-2 on 9ih and 12-15 Nov, and 5-8 Dec; most at Ghadira.
} i Silfjun
JACCO HFRON  Ardeola ralloides  Agrett lsfar PINTAIL  amas acuta  Silfj )
?SLSW %CR regords of 1-2 birds on 11 days from 14 Apr o 30 May. Singles on 26 Aug 1981 : Singles at Ghadira on 22 Feb and 12 Mar. Passaue of f south ccast on 15 Mar
[ é;b o 5T o when 30-50 flocks of up to 30 birds each sighted. 23 over Xemxija on 4th and
1982 : 1 on 16 Mar, then on 4 days from 3 Apr fo 2 May with 4 on 7th highest. 7 at Ghadira on 12 Nov,

1982 : Heavy passages through N, Comino Channel on 5-6 Mar with ca.20,000 (including

UITTLE EGRET Egretta garzetta Agrett Abjad one flock of c2.1,000) and ca.5,000 respectively; then singles on 12th and
1981 1 on 4 Jan. 2 on 14th and 1 on 30 Mar, then on 15 days from 12 Apr fo 21 May 26-27 Mar. 1 on 30-31 Aug, 1-2 on 11-18 Nov and 1 on $-12 Dec.
with max of 27 on 1 May. In aufumn on 15 days from 31 Jul to 13 Sop; usually GARGANEY Anas guerguedula Sarsella Hamra

1-8 birds but flock of 32 on 27 Aug.
1982 : Up to 3 on most days at Ghadira from 15 Mar fo 17 May and up tc 9 on 4 days in
other localities. 1 on 7 Jun. On 6 days from 31 Aug to 21 Sep, mostly flocks

1981 : On 8 days from 21 Feb to 17 Mar with heavy passage off south coast on 15 Mar
when 17 flocks of up fo 50 birds each seen. 3 on 14th and 2 on 15 Apr.

M : ; . . - 1 on 10 Sep.

of 10-23, then singles, mostly at Ghadira, on 13 Oct, 11-15th and 19 Nov. 1982 : Small passages daily through N. Comino Channcl from 5-9 Mar and 1-3 at Ghadira
GREAT WHITE EGRET Bgretta alba Russett Abjad on most days from 7th to 30 Mar. Large passage of ducks, probably involving
1981 : 2 over Gozo on 14 Apr. this species, off south coast on 3 Apr, then 1 at Ghadira on 14-20 Apr. In

autumn | on 1st and 5 on 22 Sep.

GREY HERON Ardea cinerea Russett Griz

1981 : On 7 days from 8 Mar to 15 Apr with 20 on first day highest. 3 on 23 May and SHOVELER  Anas clypeata Patetiuna

singles on 24 May and 28 Jul &t Ghadira. In autumn or 15 days from 24 Aug to 1681 : Singles on 30 Jan, 2nd and 17 Mar,

2 Oct when flocks of 17-35 recorded seven times. 1 on 22 Oct. 1982 : "Some' shot in North Comino Channel in early Mar. 1 on 13 Mar and 3 on 30 Sep.
1982 : 1 on 19 Feb. 1-3 on 7 days from 7 Mar to 22 Apr, fhen up tfo 4, mainly at RED-CRESTED POCHARD Netta rufipa Brajmls fat-1appu Anmar

Ghadira, almost daily from 28 Apr to 29 May. Singles on ZO_JU’L‘aﬂq ZBV.D\UQ, 1082 ¢ 7 shot near M'XLokk on 15 Nov.
then 26 sightings on 21 days from 13 Sep to 9 Nov. Mainly in single figures ) ) o
but flocks of 16-50 recorded three times. POCHARD Aythya ferina Brajmla

. 1982 : 1 at Salina on 8 Aug.
PURPLE HERON Ardea purpurea Russett Ahmar

1981 : 1 on 1 Mar was the only spring sighting. in aufumn on 6 days from 24 Aug to FERRUGINOUS DUCK  Aythya nyroca Brajmle 1'Ghajnha Bajda
9 Sep with flock of 92 on 8th highest; then singles on 2nd, 4th and S Oct. 1981 : Z off Cirkewwa on 15 Mar. 1 at Ghadira from 25 Apr to 6 May.

1982 : On 12 days from 16 Mar to 1 May; flock of 40 on 8 Apr otherwise up to 5. 1982 : 'Some'shot in N. Comino Channel in early Mar. 2 on 24-28th and 1 on 30 Nov
In autumn on 7 days from 5 Sep to 10 Oct; mainly 1-2 but 9 on 13 Sep. at Ghadira.

BLACK STORK Ciconia nigra Cikonja Sewda Unidentified DUCKS

1981 : 1 over Rabat and Buskett on 18th and 19 over 5t. Paul's Bay on 26 Sep; 1 at 1981 : Singles on 14 Apr and 10 May. On 6 days from 7-25 Aug, on 22 Sep, on 3 days
Ghadira and ca.5 over Buskett on 4 Oct. beiween 18-24 Oci, 8 days from 6-29 Nov and on 1st and 5 Dec, offen in flocks

1982 : 2 over Ghadira on 3 Nov. (highest of 120} off coasts.

1982 :Some flocks off south coast on 14 Feb and ca.15,000 1hrough N. Comino Channel

WHITE STORK  Ciconia ciconia  (ikonja Bajda on 5 Mar. 0On 12 days from 10 Sep to 27 Nov when flocks of 25 recorded fwice,

1981 : 3 over Qormi on 1 Sep. ‘
1982 : 1 over Buskett on 12 Sep and 2 at Delimara on 15 Oct. HONEY BUZZARD Pernis apivorus Kuécarda
1981 ¢ 3 on 14 Apr, 2 on 9th and 1 on 17 May. 3 on 29 Aug and 1 on Z Sep, then on most
GLOSSY IB1S Plegadis falcinelius  Velleran days from 7 Sep fo 15 Oct, with peak on 17-19 Sep when totats of 229, 514 and
1981 : 3 on 28 Mar and 6 on 14 Apr ai Ghadira. Singles at Ghadira and Attard on 10 Nov. 85 respectively recorded (toials may be overestimated as some observation posts,
1982 : 1 on Ist and 2 on 4 Apr and 8 on 10 May. In autumn singles on 17 Aug and 10 Sep. e.g. Rabat and Buskett, quite close to each other). Sinales on 22 Oct and 2 Nov.
SFOONB 1L L Platalea leucorodia Paletts 1982 : 1~4 on 8 scattered days from 29 Mar to 7 Jun. Autumn passaae from 8 Sep to
1981 : 1 on 3 Sep and 3 on 30-31 Oct af Ghadira. & Oct reaching double fioures on 13days. Best days were 13th and 29 Sep and
1982 . 2 near M'Xlokk on 23 Aua. 1 Oct with fotals of 76, 77 and 64 respectively.
GREATER FLAMINGO  Phoenicopterus ruber  F jamingu BLACK KI1E  Milvus migrans = Astun Iswed . ) ,
5. R ) ; f N £ o f 1981 : Singles on 7th and 21 Apr. Flock of 14 on 26 Aug. Main auiumn passage from
1982 :‘?S?g;i_(}f a flock at Delimara in late Feb and of 1 shot off Dragonara Pt. in 8th 10 19 Sep when 1-0 recorded on 8 days, fhen 3 on 9th and 1 on 15 Oct.
N 1982 : 44 on 27th and 14 on 31 Mar, then singles on 21st, 23rd and 30 Apr ancd 19 May.
MUTE SWAN  Cygnus olor  Cinju mutu In autumn 1-3 on 6 days from 4 Sep to 1 Oct.

1982 : 2 Jjuveniles (1 shof) at Marsalforn Bay on 5 Dec. R i

i RED KIT1E Milvus milvus Astun Ahmar
'CREY' CEESE  Anser sp.  Wizz . 1981 : Singles at Buskett on 13th and over Rabat on 18 Sep.
1981 : 10 over CGhadire on 17 Feb. 5 over Ghadira and 2 over Has-Saptan on 6 Dec. 1982 : 1 at Buskett on 22 Sep.

1982 : 2 over Qormi d 3 over Hal Far in mid-Dec.
over tormi an ver met v SHORT-T0ED EAGLE  Circaetus gallicus Ajkla Bajda

SHELDUCK Tadorna tadorna  Kuluvert fas-Salib 1982 : Singles at Has-Sapfan on 26th and at Buskett on 29 Sep.

1981: Singles on 17 Jdan, 1st and 24 Mar., In Dec, 1 on 17th, 10 on 20%h, 2 singles on
23rd and 4 on 24th. MARSH HARRIER Circus aeruginosus Bughadam Ahmar

1982 : 1 shot in N, Comino Channel in early Mar. 1 on 13th and 6 on 27 Nov, and 2 1981 : On 10 days from 4 Mar to 15 Apr; mostly i-2 but 10+ on 19 Mar, Z on 1 May,
on 19 Dec. in aufumn on 14 days from 3 Sep fo 11 Oct with peaks on 17th, 18th and 27 Sep

when 37, 26 and 20 respectively recorded. Singles on 2nd and 22 Nov.

1982 : 34 sightings on 23 days from 7 Mar fo 26 Apr; mainty low single figures with
max. of 10 at Luga on 24 Mar. On return passage seen on mosi days from 12 Sep
to 5 Oct with s max. of 33 over Buskett on 13 Sep, otherwise up to 16. Sinales
at Luga on 2nd and 7 Nov.

WIGEQN Anas penelope Sitf jun Ewropew
1981 : 1 at la' Qali on 12 Jan. Single males on & Oct, 14-15 Nov and 3-9 Dec at Ghadira.
1982 : 1-4 at Ghadire on 11-18 Nov,
1EAL  Anas crecca Sarsella
1981 : 1-4 on 5 days from 3rd to 13 Jan. 1 at Ghadira from 8th to 24 Cct. i )
1982 : Sinales on 18-21 Feb; 7th, 12-14th and 20 Mar; 5 Jun and 25 Aug. }-6 at Ghadiras HEN HARRIER  Circus cyaneus  Bughadam Abjad Prim

from 6th to 30 Nov and up to 7 on 7-12 Dec, h 1982 : A male at Lugs in late Mar and a femate shot on 21 Apr.
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PALLID HARRIER Circus macrourus Bughadam Ab jad

1981 : 1 at Ghadira on 21 Apr.

1982 : 3 on 23rd, 1 on 24th and 2 on 28 Mar were all males.

MONTAGU'S HARRIER Circus pygargus Bughadam Griz

1681 : 2 at Luaga on 20 Aor and 1 at Buskett on 3 Sep,

1682 : Passage on 21 Apr when 'several' reported along SE coast and 3 others from
nearby areas. A male estimated to have been dead for about one week was found

at Sta. Lucia, Gozo on 8 Jul. 1 at Buskett on 13 Sep.

RINGTAILS  Circus sp.. Bughadam

1981 : Ca.120 reported shot at Delimara on 18 Mar probably included many €. aeruginosus.
On 7 days from 3 Apr fo 3 May; mainly singles but 7 at Luga on 16th, 1-2 on

& days from 3 Sep to 4 Oct.
1882 : Sinales on 12 days from 18 Feb to 19 May and 1-2 on 4 days from 13th to 20 Sep.

SPARROWHAWK Accipiter nisus Sparvier
1981 : 2 at Buskett on 17th and sinales af Ghadira and at Buskett on 18 Sep.
1982 : Male at Delimara on 2 Apr. Singles at Buskett on 28 Sep, ist and 5 Oct.

n b

BUZZARD Buteo buteo Kuccarda Prima
1981 : 1 at Buskett on 20 Oct.

1982 : 1 at Suskett on 24 Sep. 1, probably this species, at Gharb on 31 Oct.
LESSER SPOTIED EAGLE Aguila pomarina Adkla tat-Tikki
1882 i over Ghadira on 30 Oct.

BOOTED EAGLE Hieraeetus pennatus Ajkla fTal-Kalzetil
1982 1 A light phase bird flew over Ghadira on 27 Sep.

OSPREY Pandion haliaetus Arpa

1981 : Passage on 16 Sep when singles at Busket? and Nadur and 2 at il-Qaws, then
singles on 19 Sep and 8 Oct.
1982 : Singles on 2nd, 20fh, 28th and 29 Apr. In autumn, 2 on 13 Sep then singles

on 2nd and 10 Oct and on 2 Nov.

? KESTREL Falco naumanni Spaniulett Sekonad

1981 : Sinales on 4 days from 7 Mar to 2 Apr. In autumn on 7 days from 13th to 27 Zep
with max of 12 on 18th and 9 on 16th.
1982 : 2 on 15th and 1 on 16 Apr. In Sep on 6 days at Buskett from 19th fo 29%h

with max on 4 on 26 Sep.

KESIREL Falco tinnunculus  Spanjulett

1981 : Recorded on 23 days from 8 Mar to 13 Jur with no clear peak. Always singles
or *wos. Autumn passage from 3 Sep fo 13 Nov with a peak in tatter half of
Sep (max 17 at Buskeft on 27th). 5 singles on 4 days from 29 Nov fo 30 Dec.

1982: Soring passage from 26 Feb *to 4 Jun with peaks from 4-17 Apr and 9-16 May when
recorded on most days. Single figures with max of 6 on 15 Apr. From 12 Seo
to 3 Nov In autumn with 13 at Buskett on first day highes?. Singles on 9

days from 15 Nov to 31 Dec probably involved 5 wintering individuals.

"KESTREL sp.’ Falco tinnunculus/naumanni
1981 : 1 on 24 Apr. 1-9 on t1 days from 7 Sep to 31 Oct.
1982 : 1-4 at Buskett on 8 days from 12 Sep 1o 1 Oct.

ZED-FOOTED FALCON  Falco vespertinus  Zumbrell

1881 : Singles on 17 Apr, 14fh and 22 May.

1982 : Heavy passace - no numbers supplied - along south east shores on 28 Apr, otherwise
i-2 on 6 days from 22 Apr to 9 May. 1 probable on 6 Oct,

MERLIN Falco columbarius Secer ta' Denou

1982 + a maie at Si. lhomas Bay on 14 Mar and 1 shot (locality unknown) on 5 Nov.

HOBBY Falco subbuteo Seaer fal-Hanniega

1681 : On 6 days from 12th fo 29 Apr with max on 10 at Afttard or 14th. in Sep on 1
days from 3rd to 27th; double figures on 3 days, max 18 at Buskeft on 16th.
Singles on 10th, 15%h and 25 Oct.

1982 : Singles on 14-16 Apr, 7th and 11 May. ' on 27 Aug, *hen on 16 days from 11
Sep to 5 Oct. Double figures on 3 days with max of 31 on 13 Sep.

CLEONORA'S FALCON Falco eleonorae Bies tar-Redina

1981 Singles on 23 May, 23 Jun 2nd 27 Aug. & (5 af Buskett) on 16th and 1 on 18 Sep.

1982 1 on 29 Apr, 2 on 18 May and 1 on 17 Jul. In Sep, 2 on 12th, 3 on 13%h and
singles on 15th, 26th, 25th and 30th. Singles on Znd and 5 Oct.
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PEREGRINE FALCON  Falco peregrinus  Bles

1981 : 1 at Dwelira, Gozo on 5 Aug.

1982 : 1 at Sen Blas on 13 Apr and 2 over Buskett on 18 Sep.
QUAIL Coturnix coturnix  Summiena

1981 : Singles on 20 Apr, 3rd and 6 May were the only records.

1982 @ On 10 days from 9 Mar to 26 Apr. Passage (numbers not given) reportec on last
day, oftherwise -2, 1 on 30 Sep; 2 on 2nd and singles on 11th and 14 Nov.

WATER RAIL Rallus aguaticus Gallozz tax-Xitwa

1981 : 1 at Lunzjata on 11 Nov and 1-2 on 10 days at Ghadira from 21 Nov to 21 Dec.

1982 : One frequenily seen at Ghadira in Jan-Mar to 12th.

SPOTTED CRAKE Porzana porzana Galtozz tat-Tikki

1981 : Singles on 11 Mar, 25 Apr and 3 Oct.

1982 : Sinales on 9 May, 4 Sep, 12-13th and 17 Nov. 1 probable on 22 Dec.

L{TTLE CRAKE Porzana parva Galtozz 2ghir

1981 : A female found freshly dead at Ghadira on 3 Mar,

MOORHEN Gallinula chloropus Gallozz lswed

1981 : 1 at Ghadira on 3 Jan and 27 Feb. Singles on 8th, 11th and 12 Mar, then 1-6
on mosi days from 5th fo 26 Apr. Singles on 11 Oct, 4 Nov and 25 Dec.

1982 : 1 on 13 Feb, then singles on 7 days from 27 Mar to 17 May and on 9 days from

7 Aug to 17 Oct. Up to 5 at Ghadira from 7 Nov onwards and occasicnal records
of up to 3 from other places.

coot Fulica atra ligieda tal-Bahar

1981 : Sinagles at Ghadira on 10-25 Oct, 2ist and 27-28 Nov.

1682 : ' at Ghadira on 30 Mar-4 Apr and 1 at M'Xlokk on 4 Sep. Then, at Ghadira,
singles on 3rd and 15 Oct followed by 4 on 3 Nov increasing daily to a max
of 27 on 25th after which numbers decimated by shooting. 14 remained till
year end.

CRANE Grus grus Grawwa

1981 : Singles on 11th, 21s*, 22nd and 30 Oct. 6 on 4 Nov.

1982 : 20 at Luga Airfield on 21 Oct, followed by 1 there on 23rd and 27-29th.
OYSTERCATCHER  Haematopus ostralegus  Gallina tal-3ahar

1982 : Singles at M'Xlokk on 23 Mar and 22 Apr. 4 ai Misfra on 4 Sep.

BLACK-WINGED STILY Himantopus himantopus Fras-servjent

1981 : 1 from 12th to 21 May; 3 on 14~16th and 1 on 17-19th June; 3 on 2-5th, 1 on
6th and 2 on 8 Jul, all at Ghadira.

1982 : 16 at Ghadira on 13th a nd flock of 20+ near M'Xlokk on 31 Mar; 1 at Ghadirs
from 9th to 29 Apr (but 2 on 11-12th) and on 10 May. 17 at the same place on

10 Aug and 3 at Sliema on 18 Sep.
AVOCET Recurvirostra avosetta Xifa
1981 : 1 at Ghadira on 4 Apr.
1982 : Singles at Ghadira on 14-15 May and on 20 Nov.
STONE CURLEW Burhinus oedicnemus lellerita
1981 : Singles on & Aor and on 3 Nov.
1982 : Singles on 11th and 20 Apr, and on 6th and 17 Oct.

PRAT INCOLE Glareola pratincola Perrnicjotta
1981 : 1 over Buskett on 20 May,

LITTLE RINGED PLOVER Charadrius dubius Monrakella
1981 : Almost daily, mainly at Ghadira, from 3 Mar fo 8 Jun. Usually single figures

but up to 10 on 7 days. In same numbers again from 18 Jul to 30 Aug, | on
T4th and 1-5 from 21 Seo to 19 Oct. Singles on 6 days from 10 Nov to 11 Dec.

1982 : 1 on 21 Feb then on most days from 12 Mar to end of Apr and less regutar
FILL 27 May. Usually up to 10 but 15 on 27 Mar. 1 on 13 Jun, then up to 5
(except for 10 on 11 Sep) on several days from 10 Jul to 11 Nov

RINGED PLOVER Charadrius hiaticula Monakella Prima

1981 : 1-2 on 19-26 Mar and on several days from 18 Apr to 22 May. 1 on 4 Jul, then
on 9 days from 2 Aug to 2 Oct; always singles except for 2 on 27 Sep.

1982 : 1 on 3 Apr then up to 10 almost daity at Ghadira from 21 Apr to 22 May. In

autumn 1-4 on 5 days from 28 Aug to 12 Sep.

KENTISH PLOVER Charadrius alexandrinus Monakella Sagajha Suwed
1981 : 1-2 on 6 May, 6 Jul, 13-14th and 18-21 Sep; 11th and 18-19 Oct; and 9th and
15 Dec. AltL at Ghadire.
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1982 : Singles on 12th and 22 Sep and 2 on 21 Nov.

GREATER SAND PLOVER Charadrius leschenaultii Birwina tad-Dezert
1981 : 1 at Salina on 17 Aug.
1982 : 1,probably this species, at Ghadira on 26 Aug.

OOTIEREL Charadrius morinellus Birwine
1981 : Singles on 5th and 7 Sep; 2 on 5th and 1 on 11 Noy,
1982 : Singles on 4 Aug; 5th, 9th and 15 Sep; and on 8th and 17 Oct.

GOLDEN PLOVER Pluvialis apricaria Pluviera

1981 7 on 6th and 2 on 10 Nov at Attard and sinales at Ghadira on 18 Nov and 16 Dec.
1982 : 1 on 17 Jan. Passages on 7-8th, 11th and 14 Nov with 40+ at Fiddien on 8tn
highest. 6 on 4 Dec.

GREY PLOVER Pluvialis sguatarola Pluviera Pastarda
1981 ¢ 1 at Ghadiras on 16 May.

LAPWING vanellus vanellus Venewwa

1981 : Cn 19 days from 3 Jan fo 9 Feb; mainly single figures at Luga but 17 at Ja'
Qatll on 9tk, 16 at Ghadire on 10th and 27 =t Luga on 25 Jan. Singles on 22nd
and 27 Oct, then on 13 days from 5 Nov to 17 Dec; single figures but 15 at
Luga on 5th and 50+ at Has-Saptan on 6 Dec.

1982 : 1-12 on 4 days at Luaa from 4 Jan to 9 Feb. Unusuel birds orn 12 May and 10 Aug.

3 on 28 Oct then daily from 7th to 17 Nov with 20 at Salina on 9th highest.

SANDERL ING Calidris alba “ispiselia Bajda

1981 : 1 on 23-26 Apr then 1~6 from 10tn fo 27 May, at Ghadira.

LITILE S INY Calidris minuta Jertuxa

1981 : 1-2 on 19th, 2tst and 24 Mar then daily from 30 Mar to 8 Jun and from 20 Jul
to 31 Dec. In spring double figures from 14 Apr fo 20 May with max of 50 on

& May., Aufumn max of 30 on severat days in early Sep.

1982 : 1-3 at Ghadira on 1-10 Jar. Daily from 24 Mar to 20 Jun with low double
fiagures on most days, highest 45 on 19 May. Mainly single figures in autumn
when daily from 18 Jul tc 10 Oct, then 1-3 on 9 days fo 28 Nov.

TEMMINCK'S STINT Calidris temminckii Jertuxa Griza

1981 ¢ 1-2 on 24 Apr and on & days from ist fo 13 May., 1 on 15-16 Jul then almost
daity from 27 Jul to 12 Sep wi*h 5 on 25-27 Aug highest. ALl records from
Ghadira.

1982 Sinales on 8 days from 22 Apr Yo 22 May; 2 on 28 Jul and 1-2 on 18th, Z1st
and 25 Sep.

PECTCRAL SANDPIPER  calidris melanotos  Beggazzina Amerikana

1982 : 1 at M'Xlokk on 1-2 May, (Il-Merell 22: 19).

CURLEW SANDRIPER Calidris ferruginea Beggazzina Hamra

1981 : On most days from 11 Apr to 27 May with double figures from 6-19 May, max 28
on first date. 1 from ist to 14 Jun. In aufumn 1-3 on 6 days from 27 Jul to

15 Aug, then up to 6 daily from 26 Aug fo 30 Sep.

1982 : Almost daily from 7 Apr to 29 May reaching double figures on 12 days with a
max of 20 on 2-3 May. Sinagles on 28-30 Jul and on 26-28 Aug, then on 16 days
from 5th tc 27 Sep; 5 on 14th, otherwise sinagles.

NUIN  Calidris alpina  Beggazzine tat-lizz

i Singtes on 8th and 19 Apr. On most days from 19 Jul to t Nov wifh highest
numbers in mid-Sep fo mid-Oct with a max of 10 on 28 Sep. 1 on 30-31 Dec.
1982 : Singles on Ist-3rd and 21-23 Jan; 1s? and 5 Apr and 7 May. 1 on 17 Jul, thenr
from 30 Jul tc 12 Dec, though irregularly after mid-Oct. Always low single
figures, hignest 5 on 25-26 Sep.

BUFF-BREASIED SANDPIPER Tryngites subruficolliis Girwiel Amerikan

1982 : 1 at Hal Far on 28 Apr.

RUFF Philomachus pugnax Girwiel

1981 : Almos*® daily from 7 Mar to 27 May, then 1 on 7 days till 17 Jun. Usually

medium tc high single fiagures but up to 15 on a few days., In autumn daily
from 7 Aug to 11 Oct with max of 10 on 9 Sep.

1982 : Sinales on 4 days from 18th to 27 Feb, then or most days from 6 Mar to 23 May
and 1-2 on 5 days to 27 Jun. Up to 40 at Luga on several days but mainly
single figures at Ghadira and elsewhere. 1 on 8 Jul, then i-7 on 10 days
from 18 Aug to 13 Sep.

JACK SNIPEZ Lymnocryptes minimus &1 nkon ja
1981 :+ 1 on 6 Jan; 3 on 15th and singles on 17th and 26 Feb and on 17-21 Apr. 1 on
20

1982

SNIPE
1981

1982, :

23 Sep then 1-3 on 22 days from Z Nov to 21 Dec.
Singles on 9 Jan, 8 Apr, 20 Nov and 24 Dec.

Gallinago gallinago Bekkate

Singles on 5 days from 2 Jan to 13 Feb, then 1-2 on several deys from 1 Mar
to 27 Apr. 1 on 12th and 2 on 15 May. Daily from 18 Sep to year end with
max of 6 at Ghadira on 25 Nov,
Singles at Ghadira on 1-3rd, 17th and 23 Jan, and on 28 Feb, then 1-3 on
7 days from 15 Mar to 28 Apr. Singles on 18fh, 26%h and 30 Aug followed by
22 sightings on 20 days from 19 Sep fo 6 Dec. Always 1-3 but flock of 15 at
Fiddien on 29 Oct.

GREA1 SNIPZ  Gallinago media  Bekkadd ta' Mejju

1981

1982

4 singles in Apr: at Ghadira on ist, 6fh and 15th and at Lunzjate on 16th,
Singles at Lunzjata on 29 Apr and af Ghadirs on 3 Oct.

WOODCOCK Scolopax rusticola Gallina

1981
1982

1-5 on 5 days from 4 Nov fo & Dec.
1 on 4 Mar, 1~2 on 6 days from 29 Oct to 20 Nov.

BLACK-TAITLED GODWI1 Limosa limosa Girwiel Prim

1981

1982

Singles at Ghadira on 15 Apr, 28 Jul and 15 Aug.
1-2 on 3 days from 4th fo 28 Mar. Singles at Salina on 26 Jun and on 28-29 Aug.

WHIMBREL Numenius phaeopus Gurlin Zghir

1981

1982
CURLEW

1981

1982

1 flew over Ghadira on 24 Aug,
5 off Delimara Pf. on 3 Apr.

Numenius arguata Gurlin
Singles at Ghadira or 29 Jul and at Dwejre on & Sep.
1 at Ghadira on 1 Apr.

SPOTTED REDSHANK — Tringa erythropus  Cuvett

1981

1982

Singles at Ghadira on 24-2% Jun and on 29 Jul.
Recorded at Ghadira on 3-15 Apr; 28 Apr - 7 May; 24 Aug; S-11 Sep; end 19 Oct.
Always singles except for 2 on 29-30 Apr.

REOSHANK Tringa totanus Pluverott

1981

1982

Singles on 10-11 Jan; 12 Mar; 7-9%h and 24 Apor and 2 on 11 May. 1 on 12th,
then on most days at Ghadire from 23 Jun to 30 Jul; mainly up to 5 but a flock
of ca.100 flew over on 17 Jul. 1 on 15 Aug, then 1-2 daily from 3rd to 19 Ser,

2 on 8 Oct and 1 on 28 Dec.

Recorded in all months of the year: sinales on 1 day each in Jan and Feb,

2 days in Mar, 4 days in Apr and 3 days in May. Up to 8, mainly at Ghadira,
on several days from 12 Jun to 12 Dec but less regular between mid-Sep and
late Oct.

MARSH SANDPIPER  Tringa stagnatilis Cewdewwa Zghira

1981

1982

2-3% at Ghadire from 6th to 15 Apr.
Singles on 13th and 21 Mar; 7-8th, 21st and 30 Apr; 17th and 28 Aug, all at
Ghadira.

GREENSHANK ~ Tringa nebularia  Cewtewwa

1981

1982

2 on 17-22 Mar, then 1-4 daily from 4 Apr to 21 May. Singles on 4 days from
8th tc 22 Sep.

On most days from 8 Apr to 6 May; usually 1-4 but 7 at Ghadira on 29 Apr, In
autumn 1-2 on 15 days from 4 Jul to 10 Aug and 1-4 on 5 days from 28 Aug tfo
13 Sep.

GREEN SANDPIPER Tringa ochropus Swe jda

1981

1982

WOOB
1981

1982

1-2 on 20 days from 6 Mar to 22 Apr., Autfumr passage from 2 Jul fo 25 Oct with
most in Aug. There were 38 sightings, all of 1-3 birds,

1 on 18 Feb, then 23 sightings of -3 birds from 10 Mar fo 13 May, with most
in late Mar to mid-Apr. Sinales on 16th and 27 Jun, 1-4 on 4 days from 1-23
Jul, then on several days from 30 Jul to 26 Sep with max on 4 on 3 days.

2 on 5th and 17th and 1 on 30 Oct, then singles on 7th and 10-13 Nov.

SANDPIPER  Tringa glareola  Pespus fal-Baher
: 0dd sinales from 8 Mar, then practically daily from 26 Mar fo 2 Jun. lp to

10 on most days but 20 at Ghadira on 19 Apr. Singles on &th, 8th and 11 Jul,
then daily from 30 Jul fo 26 Sep; single fiaures except for 14 on 13th and 32
on 24 Aug. 1-3 et Ghadira on 16-27 Oct.

Present on most cays in several places from 5 Aor to 22 May with max o< 15 at
Chadira on 28 Apr. Singles on 2-4th anc 9 Jun. In autumn on several days
from 8 Jul to 1 Sep; mainly us to 10 but 25 at Salina on 21 Jul and 20 at

Ghadira on 2 Aug. Then 1-2 on 13~18 Sep and singles or 17-19 Gct and orn 4 Nov.
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COMMON SANDP IPER Actitis hypoleucos Beggazzina tar-Rokka

1981 : 1-2 on 6 days from 15fh to 29 Mar, then single figures almost daily from 6 Apr
to 27 May. 1 on 27 Jun and 2 on 5 Jul, then daily in single figures from 18
Jul to 7 Oct. 1 on 25 Oct.

1982 : Daily at several places from 27 Mar to 22 May, then singles on 3 days fo 3 Jun.

Highest numbers recorded from 28 Apr fo 3 May with max of 25 on 29 Apr. In
autumn almost daily from 8 Jul fo 22 Sep, then on 5 days to 7 Nov. Autumn max
15 at Salina on 18th and 29 Aug.

TURNSTONE  Arenaria interpres  Monakella Imper jali
1981 . 1 at Ghadira on 16 May.
1882 : 1 at Ghadira on 9-10th and 3 near Detimara on 14 May.

ARCTIC SKUA  Stercorarius parasiticus (lefa ta' L-Artiku
1981 :+ 1 at Delimara on 21 Apr.

MED I TERRANEAN GULL  Larus melanocephalus  Gawwl ja Rasha Sewda

1981 : 4 records in Jan-Mar fo 24th with max of 15 at Marsa on 17 Jan. 1 on 20th and
5 on 26 Dec at Pieta'.

1982 : Singles on 10th and 24 Jan, 23 Nov and 27 Dec were the only identified.

Li1TLE GULL Larus minutus  Gawwija Zghira
1981 : Singles on 20-Z1 Feb and on 8 Dec.
1982 : Singles on 28 Feb; 8*h, 20th, 23-24th and 30-31 Mar; 18th, 25th and 27 Dec.

BLACK-HEADED GULL Larus ridibundus Gawwi ja Rasha Karnella

1981 : Present in harbours in Jan-Mar to 15th, Double to treble figures on several
days in Jan-Feb with max of 300 at Sliema Creek on 20 Jan. Singles at Chadira
on 31 Mar; 21-29 Apr; and 31 May-2 Jun. 2 on 25 Dct and 1 on 4 Nov, then
daily from 13 Nov onwards with 200-300 on several days in Dec.

1982 : Double fo low freble figures daily in Jan-early Mar, then In dwindling numbers
titt early Apr, buf up fo 3 af Ghadira till 28%h. 3 on 8 Oct then from 3 Mov,
daily in Dec. Mainly double figures except for lLast week, max 350 on 27th

SLONDER-3ILLED GULL  Larus genel Gawwi je Geddumha Rgig

1981 : Singles at Ghadira and Bahar ic-Caghag on 28 Jul, 11 atf Ghadira on 30 Oct,

and 2 at Msida on 8 Dec.

1 at Ghadira on &6 Sep.

LESS SLACK~BACKED GULL Larus fuscus Gawwli ja Daharha |lswed

1981 1 at Ghadira on 16 May.

1982 : Singles on 11 Apr, 6 Oct and 22 Dec.

HERRING GULL Larus argentatus Gawwi ja Prima

1981 : No high concentrations recorded in winter months. As usual breeding mainly

on Fitfla and at Ta' Cenc.
1982 : Highest count away from breeding areas was 34 af Sliema on 27 Nov.

GULL-BILLED TERN  Gelochelidon nilotica Cirlewwa Geddumha Ohxon
1981 : Singles at Ghadira on 30 Mar and at Sliema on 7 Jul.
1982 : Singles at Bahar ic-Caghag on 30 Oct and at Mancel Isle on 27 Dec.

CASPIAN TERN Sterna caspia Cirlewwa Prima
1981 : 11 over Ghadira on 18 Oct.
1982 : 1 at Ghadira on 2 Nov.

SANDWICH 1ERN Sterna sandvicensis Cirlewwa tax-Xitwa
1981 : 2 on 29 Aug; 2 on 27 Nov; 4 on 3th and 1 on 10 Dec.
1962 : Singles on 28 Nov and on 30-31 Dec.

COMMON TERN  Sterna hirundo  Cirlewwa tal-3ahar

1981 : 1 was shot offshore on 17 Oct.

LITTLE TERN  Sterna albifrons Cirlewwa Zghira

1681 : 1 at Ghadira on 3 May and 2 at Sliema on 11 Nov.

1982 : 4 on 10th and | on 17 Aug at Ghadira.

WHISKERED TERN  Chlidonias hybridus Cirlewwa bil-Mustasdi

1982 : 1 of f M'Xlokk on 2 May.

BLACK TERN Chlidonias niger Cirlewwa Sewca

1981 : Singles on 6 May, 31 Jul, 19 Aug, 30 Seo, and 1-4 Ocft.

1982 : Singles on 2nd and 3 May; then on 9 deys from 6 Aug to 8 Sep; singles excepnt
for 2 on 25 Aua.

WHITE-WINGED BLACK TERN  Chlidonias leucopterus (irlewwa tal-Gewnah Ab Jad
1982 : Singles on 29-30 Apr, 12*th and 19-23 May.
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PUFFIN Fratercula arctica Puréinetl tal-Bahar

1982 : 1 shot off Cominc on 12 Mar,
ROCK DOVE  Columba livia Tudun tal-Gebel
1681 : 1 at Blue Grotto on 24 May,

1982 : 6 birds with typical ptumage of wild stock at Mtahleb on 25 Jul.

TURTLE DOVE Streptopelia turtur Gamiema

15981 : Few from 9 Apr then daily from 16th and throughout most of May with max of
600 on 22 Apr. A few (up to 10 at Buskett) recorded regutarly througnout Jun,
Jul and early Aug when seen also in display flight. Smaller numbers fn

autumn from 27 Aug to 26 Sep with max of 40 st Busketf on 8 Sep. 1-2 on
t1th and 17 Oct.
1982 : On most days from 8 Aor to 1 Jun with 300 on 12 May highest. 1-~2 on 6 days

from 4 Jun to 24 Jul. Aufumn passage from 25 Aug to 2 Oct when usually single
to low double figures on most days. Heavier passages on 15th and 17 Sep with
ca.550 and 400 respectively.

CUCKOO Cuculus canorus Dagquga Kahla
1981 13 records of 1-2 birds on 9 days from 14 Apr to 22 May. 2 on 22 Jul and
T on 4 Oct.
1982 : Singles on 13 days from 22 Mar to 30 May; on 29 Jun, and on 8th and 15 Sep.

BARN OWL Tyto alba Barbagann

1981 : Recorded only from one site in Gozo during the breeding season.

1982 : Singles at Hal Far on 11 Feb and at Ghadira on 22 Jun. In July 1 sighted at
the previous year's breeding site and fragments of a long dead bird were found
at a previously used site,

SCOPS OWL  Otus scops  Kokka

1981 ; 1 on 17 Jan then 1-2 on 6 days from 6 Mar to 8 May. In autumn up to 3 atf
Buskett from 15th to 29 Oct.

1982 : Singles on 9 days from 19 Mar fo 13 Apr. | on 17 Ocft.

LONG-FARED OWL  Asio otus  Qatftus

1981 : 1 at il-Qaws on 26 Oct.

SHORT-FARED OWL  Asio flammeus  Kokka tax—Xaghri

1981 : | released on Comino on 15 Apr. 3 singles seen shot on 12 Nov.

1982 : Singles at Buskett on 5 Mar and at Hal Far on 17 Oct.

NIGHTJAR Caprimulgus eurcpaeus Sugrajq

1981 : Influx on B-10 Apr with max of 10 at Buskett on last day, then singles on
4 days to 9 May. 1 on 15%th and 2 on 17 Oct.

1982 : Sightings on 5 days in spring from 10 Apr to 19 May with max of 5 at Buskett
on tast date. In autumn 7 records of 1-2 between 14 Sep and 17 Gct.

SWIFT Apus apus  Rundun

1981 : Single figures irregularly from 19 Mar, then larger numbers almost daily from
late Apr fo 13 Sep. Max 200 at Dingli on 17 May. 1 on 3 Oct.

1982 : On most days from 28 Mar until tafe Jun, then less regular Till 15 Sep. Mainly
in double figures but with max of 250 at Mosta on 12 Aug,

PALLID SWIFT Apus pallidus Rundun Kannelli
1982 : Singles at Ghar Hasan on 27 Jul and at Buskett on 7 Oct.

ALPINE SWIFT  Apus melba Rundun Zaaqu Bajda

1981 : Main passage in Apr with 6 records of up o 7 birds from 1st to 28th. Then
3 0on 11 Jul, 1 on 16 Aug and 2 on 5 Oct.
1982 : 1-2 on 5 days from 24 Mar to 26 Apr. Singles on 25 Jun and 13 Jul, then up

to 5 on 4 days from 17 Sep to 1 Gct.
KINGF ISHER  Alcedo atthis  Ghasfur ta' San Martin

1981 : 1-4 dally at Ghadira from 15 Aug to 31 Dec. Occasional records from other
areas during same period.
1982 : 1-2 on most days at Ghadira from 1 Jan to 30 Mar and again from 17 Aug
onwards, but not seen between 1-17 Dec. Only 4 other sightings outside Ghadira.

BEE~EATER Merops apiaster Qerd in-Nahal

1981 : On 7 days from 11 May to 19 Jun with double figures on 3 days, max 30 at
Oingli on 4 Jun,

1982 : 2 on 3t Mar and 5 on 12 Apr, then 1-3 on 5 days from 2 May to 2 Jun. 15 on
1 Jdul. In autumn influx on 10-13 Sep when small parties recocrded in several
places with a fotal of 50 on 11th.

ROLLER Coracias garrulus Farrug
1981 : Singles on @th and 12 May and on 5 Jjun.
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1982
HOOPOE
1981
1982

5 at Mistra on 1 May and | at Chadwick Lakes on 18 Sep.

Upupa epops Dagqquga tat-Toppu
Singles on 7 days from 19 Mar to 14 Apr and on 5 days from 16 Aug fo 3 Sep.
On most days from 19 Mar fo 11 Apr with sightings (mainly of i-3 birds) in
several areas. Highest total 15 on & Apr. Singles on 1 May and 2 Jul, then
8 singtes on 6 days from 19 Aug to 1 Oct.

WRYNECK Jynx torguilla Bulebbiet

1981

1982

! at Luge on 25 Jan. 1 at Buskett in late Feb-sarly Mar was probably wintering.
Sering passage very poor with only 7 singles between 21 Mar and 9 May, most

in Llate Mar. 1 on 29 Aug then regular records of 1-3 birds from various areas
from 7 Sep to 22 Nov, In Dec singles recorded at Buskett and Lunzjata.

In Jan-Feb recorded at Buskett, Lunzjata and Has-Saptan. Spring pessaae from

14 Mar to 1 May with most between 30 Mar and 13 Apr when there were 25

sightings of 1-3 birds. In aufumn reqular sightings from 5 Sep fo 20 Nov with
max of 4 at Buskettf on 10 Oct. In end-Nov and Dec recorded from 4 areas.

BAR~TATLED DESERT LARK  Ammomanes cincturus Alwetta Qastnija

1982 -

! was shot at Delimara on 5 Sep.

SHORT-T0ED LARK Calandrella brechydactyla Bilbla

1981

198

)

First sighting on 31 Mar with double figures by mid-Apr. Post-breeding flocks
of up fo 100 in some areas. Last of regular sightings on 23 Sep followed by

4 on 8 Oct.

First arrivals noted on 3 Apr and last on 26 Sep, then 2 on 17 Oct. Bred in
usual numbers.

WOODLARK  Lullula arborea Cualajta

1981
1982 -

SKYLARK

1981

PG482

1 at Ghadirs on 5 Dec.
1 at Wied il-Ghasri on 2 Nov

#lauda arvensis Alwetia
Single figures wintering in a few areas in Jan-Mar fo 9th, then singles on
20 Mar and 19 Apr. Almost daily from O Oct to year end; highest numbers in
late Oct-early Nov. Mainly double figures but 'heavy passage' reported at
Ghajn Tuffieha on 27 Oct.
Wintering birds reported from several areas with max of 20 at Ghadira. Small
numbers on return passage between mid-Mar and 14 Apr. 2 on 25 Sep then daily
from 17 Oct to 28 Nov; only double figures. Single figures, mostly at Ghadira,
from 15-31 Dec.

SAND MART IN Riparia riparia Hawwiefa tax-Xtut

1981

1982

SWALLOW
: Singles on 21ist and 28 Feb then single figures on most days from 3 Mar, becoming

1981

Spring passage from & Mar to 17 May; rarely in double figures before mid-Apr.
Max 1,000 at Lunzjats on 30 Apr, 1 on 27 Jul and 2 on & Aug, then from 26

Aug to 24 Oct; in much smaller numbers thar in spring and not daily. Max

20 at Buskett on various days in Oct

Few from 15 Mar then almost daily from 3 Apr to 27 May. Highest numbers in
early May with max of 2,000 at Ghajn Rihanz on 11th. In autumn on most days
from 10 Sep to 18 Oct with up 1o 200 on several days. Late influx in Nov with
10 on 3rd and singles on 3 days to 18th.

Hirundo rustica Huttafa

daily in increasing numbers by 29th. Max was 3,000 at tunzjate on 30 Apr.
Numbers much reduced after mid-May with last sighfing on 14 Jun. In autumn
1-2 on 3 days from 21-29 Aug and daily from 3 Sep 1o 1Z Nov, then 1 on 22nc.
Mainly double fiaures with max of 100 on several days.

Few from @ Mar then daily from 20th and until 23 May after which 1-3 on 8 days
to 20 Jun. Treble figures freguent. Max was 2,000 at Ghajn Rihana on 11 May.
Sinales on 2nd and 6 Jul and daily from 25 Aug to 5 Nov then irreagularyy tfc
24th. Usually doubie or low treble figures but up fo 500 on 3 days. 1 was
present at Lunzjata during the latter half of Dec.

REC-RUMPED SWALLOW  Hirundo daurica  ReQina tal-Huttaf

1981
1982 -

=3 on 7 days from 16 Apr to 20 May.

Singles on 10th and 16 Apr. 2 on 30 Oct.

HOUSE MART IN Delichon urbica Hawwiefa

1981

Single to low double fiaures irregutarly from 19 Feb then daily from 14 Apr

To 20 May with a few irrcqularly fo 21 Jun. Max was 1,000 at Lunzjate on

1 May, otherwise usually double figures. 2 pairs bred at Mosta, both fledging
youna in tafe Aug., Single fo tow double figures in aufumn from 1 Sep tfo
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2 Nov but there were several days with no sightings., Max was 100 af Buskett
on 3 Oct.

1982 : 1 on 20 Feb, then on most days from 14 Mar to 9 Jun. Double or treble figures
with max of 500 at Chadwick Lakes on 20 Apr. Single pairs bred at Mdina and
on Filfla. As usual irregularly seen in autumn from 11 Sep to 24 Oct, then
small influx on 17-20 Nov. Max 20 at Buskett on 7 Oct.

RICHARD'S 2IPIT Anthus novaeseelandae Bilblun Prim

1981+ 1 at Ghadira on 31 Oct,
TAWNY PIPIT Anthus campestris Bilblun
1981 : Sinales on 5 days from 12 Apr fo 17 May. In autumn 11 sightings of 1-5 birds

on @ days from 20 Aug tc 3 Oct.
1982 . 1-5 on 5 days from 26 Mar fo 8 May. 13 sightings of up fo 8 birds on 10
days from 2-29 Sep, then 3 on 30 Oct and 1 on 14 Nov.

IREE PIPIT Anthus trivialis Dizz

1981 : 1 on 6 Mar then from 21 Mar to 18 May when low double figures on most days.
Heavy passage over Gozo on 13 Apr when 'thousands' were seen continuatly
passing over in flocks. In autumn single fo low double figures (up to 300
on most days from 24 Aug fo 11 Oct then again in single figures from 25 Oct
to 7 Nov.

1982 : Spring passage from 8 Mar to 21 May, daily from late Mar to early May. An
exceptionally heavy passage was witnessed over Ghadira on 8 Apr when ca.20,000
moved north in the first 3 hours after dawn. Smaller numbers were seen in
other areas. Max flock size was 200. Mainly single to medium double figures
on other days. in autumn on most days from 28 Aug to 7 Nov; only single to
low doubte figures, max 20. 1 on 27 Dec.

MEADOW PIPIT Anthus pratensis  Pespus

1981 : Up to 20 in most areas in Jan-Mar then single figures to 14 Apr. Again from
15 Oct onwards; higher numbers (up fo 70) in Oct-Nov.

1982 : In usual numbers in Jan-Mar with 50 at Lunzjata on 132 Feb highest, then few
titl 12 Apr. A very late bird on 24 May. 1 on 17th then from 22 Oct onwards
in slightly smaller numbers than before.

RED-THROATED PIPIT Anthus cervinus Dizz Ahmar

1981 : Low single figures on 13 days from 29 Mar to 8 May. 1 on 26 Sep then 1-5
on 11 days from 17 Oct fo 7 Nov.

1982 ; Singles on 10 Jan and 15 Mar, then 1-5 on several days from 31 Mar to 12 May.
In autumn 1-3 on 7 days from 17 Oct to 8 MNov.

ROCK/WATER PIPIT Anthus spinoletta Di?z +a' t-Ilma
1981 : 1 at Ghadira on 11-13 Nov.
1982 : 1 at Ghadira on 14th and 21 Nov.

YELLOW WAGTAIL Motacilla flava Isfar

1981 : On most days from 8 Mar 1o 24 May; mainly in double figures, occasionally up
to 100. 1 on 2 Jun. 1 on 6th, then almost daily from 11 Aug to 1 Nov, mainty
in single to low double figures. 1 on 11-12 Nov.

1982 : Spring passage from 15 Mar to 30 May with max of 1,000 at Ghajn Rihana on
9-10 May. Singtes regularly in Jun-early Aug, mainly &t Ghadira, Salina and
Ghajn Rihana. [n autumn from 7 Aug fo 3 Nov; single to medium double figures
on most days. 4 on 20 Nov.

GREY WAGTAIL  Motacilla cinerea  Zakak tad-Dell

1981 : 1-3 in several areas in Jan-Mar to 2isf. 1 on 25 Apr. Singles on 4 days in
Sep from 19th then daily from 1 Oct onwards with up to 6 in suitable areas.
1982 : Up to 5 in usual places in Jan-Mar to 21st. 1 on 19 Sep, then from 25 Sep

onwards with max of 15 at Lunzjata on 29 Oct.

WHITE WAGTAIL  Motacilla alba  Zakak Abjad

1981 : Singles in Jan-Mar to 26th. 1 on 12 Apr. Sinales from 4 Oct increasing from
15th with max of 80 at Ghadira on 30th. Smaller numbers In Dec.

1982 . Up to 10 in most areas in Jan-Mar and 1-2 to 8 Apr. 1 on 17 Sep, then from
13 Oct onwards. Max of 200 at Lunzjata on 31 Oct-1 Nov. Ca.300 were roosting
at Victoria in Dec.

WREN Troglodytes troglodytes Bumistur

1982 : 1 at Ghadira Bay on 29-31 Dec.

DUNNOCK Prunella modularis Ziemel

1981 : Small numbers tup to 10 at Buskett) in Jan-Mar to 26th and from 15 Oct onwards.
1982 : Up to 10 in several areas in Jan-Mar to 13th. 1 on 16-17th, then from 23 Qct

onwards with 20 at Buskett on 5 Nov highest.
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IFOUS BUSH CHAT Cercotrichas galactotes  Rozinjol tax—Xachri
Sinales at Sta. Lucia on 13th and at Ghadira on 22 May.

1 at Sarra Apr.
zritachus rubecula Sitirross

Jousle Filaures in Jan-Mar to 26th. Higher numpbers at Buskeitf in Mar with max

5f 100 on 14th. Few *itl 12 Apr. 1-2 in various arsas in Jun D, First
ctumn miaranis from 18 Sep, daily from 8 Oct onwards. High doupte figures

in most olaces in Oct-dov and up to 300 at Susk

282 fiqures in Jan-Mar with higher numcers Buskett where max of 100
123 on 13 days from 2 Apr fo 5 May. at Buskett in Jun-Auaq.
p in a few areas in Sep from 5th then deily from 2 Oct onwards. “ain
sassage from early Oct to mid-Nov when high double figures in most places.

Max 150 at Buskervt on 19 Oct.
GHY INGALE rLuscinia luscinia Rozinjol Prim
zo on 3 Sep.

Dwe jra,

TINGALE  Luscinia megarhunchos  Rozin

icures on most davs. n

981 : Soring nassage ‘rom 7 Apr fo 13 Mev ) :
up to 10 at Buskett on

sligntly larger numpers “rom 23 Aug
eral davs.

from 20-31 Mar, then daily from 3 Aoril fo | May with douole

from 7th fo 12 Apr when max of in various olacss. 3 on i6th and

12 May. Singtes at Busket* on 6 Jun and 25 Jul. From 29 Aug to 17 Oct
autumn, ontv singie figures though Lo fo 10 in some nlaces on szeveral days.

20A7 Luscinia svecica Kudirross Blu
2 at Ghadira on 10th and 1 at Buskeft on 15 Oct, and 1 af Lunzjata on 10 MNov.
Singles at Lunzjata on 11-13th and 24 Sep, znd at adira on & Oct.

2LACK REDSTARY Phoenicurus ochruros Kudirross |swed

then |rom 31 Oct onwards. Highest numbers in Mov with 10 at Manoel Isle on

everal olaces in Jan-Mar
th onwards; never more than

to 24th. Firset in autumn on 17 Oct, then
in any cns !

Kudirross

ale on 2 Mar, *then on 21 davs from 31 Attard
rwise never more than 3 In high
s on some days, max !0 at Buskeit
from Z Apr o 7 May with markec influx on 2-¢ fpr when 20 at
Otherwise never more than 5. In zufumn, on several days from
with max of 20 a7 3uskett on 10 Dct.
Phoenicurus moussier:i Kudirross ftet-1

zo on 7 Apr.

irreaulariy “re f on most days, mai
16 May. on 9 May,

most in Aor and =arly
raller autumn pas
on 3 days fo i8 dcv.

932 ¢ Sprina dassaae Treom
fiadres with up *o
vys from

Saxicola torguata Butaag
inale figures, occasionatly up 1
Mar. 1 on 27-28 Sep then

—szarly Mar, then
from 3 Oct onwards. Low
ngle ?13ures.
! utumn 30 Sep onwards. Double
from sarty Oc* %c mid-tov.

To

+

in Oct
n Jan-Mar
on severat

Tigures, max

Oenanthe isabellina Kuda lzabelline

-3 in scattered places in Jan-Mar to 22nd. Late %ird on 4 Apr., 1 on 20 Cct,

RLACK-EARED WHEATEAR  Oenanthe hispanica  Kuda Dumnikana

1981 \he only birds ide

niified were single males on 1st and 10 Apr and a juv. at

Ta' Cenc on 27-28 Jun.

1982 : 19 sightfings of 1-
at 1a' Zuta was fi

2 tirds on 14 days from 1 Apr to 16 May. A pair which bred
rs: discovered on 26 Jun. 1The female was later found shot

but three youno fledged successfully (Il-Merill 22: 17). 2 juvs. accompanied

ov a male at il-Qa
ROCK: THRUSH Monticola s
1981 : 1 on 8th and Z on
1982 @ Singles on 31 Mar,

3LUE ROCK THRUSH  Montic

1681 Breeding in usual
oreeding birds in

1982 : Highest count 15 a
Zan-Mar and Sep-De

L Turdus torqu,
at Attard on 3 N

Q-
52
A

BLACKBIRD Turdus merula
1981 2 on 31 Jan and si

ngles on 9 days
2 on 4 days from

: sightings of -2
2 : Singles on 2 Jan a

81 : Low single figures
Singtes on 16 Apr
till mid-Nov. Hig

1982 : Sinale figures in

Has-Saptan in Mar,

between 20 May and

max 50, on 16th.

Turdus iliacus
1381 1 3 records of -4 b
fo 28 Dec.

1982 2-3 &t Buskett on
MISTLE 1HPUSH Turdus vi
1981 : Singtes on 24 Oct

CETTI'S WARBLER  Cettia
1981 Breedina in usual
at Wied 1l-Lug on
1082 . Highest count 20+

ws on 22 Jul could have been the same birds.

axatilis  Ganbublu
26 Apr.
i1 Apr and 17 Sep.

ola solitarius Meriil
haunfs., Highest count 12 at Ta' Cenc on 24 May. A few non-
other areas, especially in Sep-Dec.
t Ta' Cenc on 16 May. Seen also away from usual places in
c.
atus Malvizz tas-3Sidra Bajda
ov.
Malvizz iswed

nales on 9th and 22 Mar. 1 at Ghadira on 13-26 Sep, then
from 15 Qct to 30 Dec.

20 Jan fo 14 Mar and singles on 31 Oct and 14 Nov.

Turdus pilaris  Malvizzun tal-2tajja’

birds on 4 days from 30 Oct to 6 Dec.
nd 14 Mar.

NG THRUSH Turdus philomelos  Malvizz

in Jan-Mar to 26th, with slightly higher numbers in Mar.
and on 2 Aug. From 8 Oct in autumn with double figures
hest 50 in various olaces on several days.
Jan-Mar to Z8th but up to 10 on some days at Buskett and
1 at Sta. Lucia on 23 May and 1 frequently seen at Buskett
19 Sen. singles from 2 Oct reaching double fiaures,
Only sinale aures after late Nov.

Mailvizz Ahmar
irds irom 30 Jan fto 1 May, then 1-3 on 9 days from 19 Nov
2nd znd 2 Jan,

scivorus Malvizzun Prim
and 6th and 21 Nov. 2 on 5 Dec.

cetti Baghal tal-Shollieg

ireas. ew in otfher areas in Sep-Dec. Highest count 15
several days in Jul-Sep.

at Wied il-Lug on 20 May. Only occasionally found in

non-bireeding areas.

FAN-TAILED WARBLER  Cisticola juncidis Baaghal ta' (-Imrewha
1881 : Breeding everywhere; song audibie even in centre of built up areas. Double

figures, often up
then mainty sinale
Further apparent i

'S WARBLER  Locustel

WO“S-ALI;

at Ramla Bay on
Sinales on & days
SEDGE WARBLER Acrocepha
1981 : Singles on 7th and

tow single fligures
d to 30 Aug and

to 40, in several feeding and roosting arees in Jul-Oct,
flaures.
ncrease in numbers., Max count 50 at Chadwick Lakes on 27 Jul.

la luscinioides Saghal Ahmar

Singles at Ghadira on 7 Mar, at Luth ta on 16 Apr and at Mtahleb on. 28 Aug.

D WARBLER  Acrocephalus melanopogon  Baghal Qastni

21 Nov.
from 13th to 30 Mov. Recorded in S different localities.

lus schoenobaenus  Baghal tas-Simar
19 Mar, then on several days from 4 Apr to 25 May., Mainty
but up o 10 on a few days. In autumn 1-2 on 4 days from
on 30 Sep.

22
1982 2 en 20 Mar, then from 31 Mar fo 30 May., Always in singte figures, almost
daitly in Apr but less freguent in May. Zingles on 6 days from 6-30 Sep, on
31 Oct and on Nov.,
O WARBLER \crocephalus scirpaceus tal-Qasab
T2 1-2 on © days from 3 Aor to 17 in autumn singles on 16th and 29 Jul, then




single figures on several days from 8 Aug fo 25 Sep. Singles on 4 days in
Oct to 27th.

1982 : Singles on 7 days from 14 Apr fc 11 Jun. Single fiaures, occasionally up fo
10, on several days from 8 Aug to 24 Oct. Singles at Lunzjate on ist and
5 MNov, and on 3 Dec.

GREAT REED WARBLER Acrocephalus arundinaceus Baghal Prim
1981 ¢ 1 on 7 Mar, then from 11 Apr to 10 Jun but with several gaps between sightings.
Max 5 at Xemxija on 14 May. 1 on 9 Aug, then 1-2 on 7 days from 23 Aug to
11 Sep and 1 on 18 Oct.
1982 : Low single figures on several days from 7 Apr to 1S May with max of 5 at
Lunz jata on 28 Apr. In autumn on 11 scattered days from 22 Aug to 11 Nov.
ICTERINE WARBLER Hippolais icterina Bekkafik Isfar
1981 : Up fo 5 in various areas almost daily from st
from 13 Aug to 11 Sep.
1982 : Up to 5 on several dsys from 5th fo 30 May, then 1 on 6 Jun. In autumn singles
orn 15th and 24 Aug, 10 sightings of 1-2 or § days from 9th fo 19 Sep, 2 on
1-2 Oct, and one on 28 Oct-3 Nov.

MELODIOUS WARBLER Hippolais polyglotta Bekkafik ta' (-Ghana

to 23 May. Singles on 4 days

1982 - 1 in full song at Rabat on 23 Apr.
DARTFORD WARBLER Sylvia undata Bufula tax-Xaahri
1981 : 1 at Ghadirz on 1-6 Jan.

SPECTACLED WARBLER Sylvia conspicillata Bufula Hamra

1981 : Marked decline, disappearing from various favourite haunts. Highest count
10 at 1a' Qali on 7 Jul. B

1982 : Numbars still very low. Never more than 6 in any one place.

SUBALPINF WARBLER Sylvia cantillans Bufula Passajra

1981 : 1-3 on several days from 15 Mar to 2 May, then singles on 19th and 23 May.
Almost daily from 5 Jul to 4 Qct with double figures frequent between 9 Aug
and 14 Sep. Max 50 at Buskelt on 4 Sep.

1982 : 1 on 17 Mar, then almost daily from 27 Mar to 3 May with a marked influx on
8-12 Apr when up to 20 recorded. 2 on 15th and 4 on 16 May. Autumn passage
from 25 Jul fto 4 Oct when almost daily. Usually low single figures with max
of 25 at Rabat on 7 Sep. Late bird on 26 Oct.

SARDINTAN WARBLER Sylvia melanocephala Bufula Sewds

1981 : Common and widespread, breeding also in small gardens in urban areas.

1982 : Common as usual. No apparent change in numbers.

RUPPELL'S WARBLER Sylvia rueppelli Bufula tal-Pavalor

a

1982 : Singles at M'Xtokk and at Dwejra, Gozo on 8 Apr.

DESERT WARBLER Sylvia nana Bufula tad-Dezert

1982 : Singles at Kuncizzjoni on 13th and at M'Xlokk on 1§ Apr.

LESSER WHITETHROAT Sylvia curruca Bekkafik {rmiedi

1981 : Singles at Ghadire on 4 Aug and 19 Oct.

1982 : 1 at Paradise Bay on 5 Apr. Singles at Rabat on 8-19 Sep, and at Ghadira on
21 Sep and on 30 Sep-1 Oct.

WHITETHROAT Sylvia communis Bekkafik Ahmar

1981 @ Up to 4 on several days from 8 Apr toc 24 May. Singles on 25 Aug, 11th and 21 Sep.
1982 : Single figures on several days from 3 Apr “o 19 May with max of 10 af Dwejra
on 26 Apr. Singles on 29-30 May and on 16 Jul. In autumn 8 sightings of single

birds on 5 days from 11th to 26 Sep.

N OWARBLER Sylvia borin Bekkafik

1981 : Spring passage from 12 Apr to 29 May when present on several days; mainly
single figures but 20 at Buskett on 8 May. 1 on 3rd and 3 on 9 Aug, then
almost daily from 21 Aug fo | Nov. Double figures between late Aug and early
Oct with a max of 100 at Buskett on 4th and 11 Sep.

1982 : On most days from 10 Apr to 30 May, max 15 at Ghadira on 4 May. 1 on 15th

then on most days from 22 Aug to 3 Nov. Double figures frequent in late Aug

and Sep with max of 50 at Buskett on 19th. An injurec bird on 17 Nov.

BLACKCAR Sylvia atricapilla Kapinera

1981 : As usaul, mainly restricted fo areas with ivy in Jan-Mar. Max was 500 at
Buskett on 22 Mar. Last seen on 11 Apr. A male was singing at Buskett on
2 Jul. Again from 4 Oct onwards but very few outside Buskett; single figures
in Gct-Nov increasing to ca.30 by mid-Dec.

1982 : Double figures in Jan and early Feb, then increasing, reaching max of 300 at
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Buskett on 14 Mar. High numbers also elsewhere, e.g. 100 at Has-Saptan on
21 Mar. Single figures in Apr to 17th. Singles on 10th and 26 Sep, then from
2 Oct onwards. Low double figures in several places from mid-Oct.

YELLLOW-BROWED WARBLER Phylloscopus inornatus Violin tal-Faxx
1981 : 2 at Lunzjata on 10th and 1 atf Ghadira on 16 Nov, then different singles at
Ltunzjata on 26th and 28 Dec.

BONELLI'S WARBLER Phylloscopus bonelli Vjolin Bajdani

1981 : Singles at Xemxija on 20 Apr, at Ghadira on 31 Aug-1 Sep, and again af Xemxlja
on 20 Sep.

1982 : 1 on 20 Mar, then up to 5 daily in various places from 7th fo 17 April, fhen
1 on 20th.

WOOD WARBLER  Phylloscopus sibilatrix  Vjolin Hadrani

1881 : On most days from 3 Apr to 17 May, then 1 on 24th. Single fiaures in several
places and double figures from 15-19 Apr, max 30 at Lunzjata. In autumn

singles on 8-10 Aug, then 1-5 on § days from 29 Aug fo 3 Oct.

1982 . 1-3 on 5 days from 25 Mar fo 4 Apr, then daity from 8 Apr to 21 May with
double figures on most days, max 40 at Ghadira on first day. From 29 Aug io
10 Oct in autumn (almost daily from 12 Sep fo 3 Oct). Double figures in
period 15-19 Sep with 40 at Ghadira on 16th highest. Late small influx on
29-31 Oct when 1-5 daily.

CHIFFCHAFF Phylloscopus collybita Vjolin tax-Xitwa

1981 : Except for 250 at Lunzjata on 2 Jan, low double figures in several places in
Jan to mid-Mar, then single fiagures to 31sf. An unusual bird was ringed af
Buskett on 18 Jul. Again from 12 Oct onwards reaching double figures by 29th.
Up to 150 af Lunzjata from 26 Dec.

1982 : Up to 100 at Lunzjata in early Jan; single or low double figures in other
areas., Evident increase in mid-Mar when numbers at Lunzjats reached 150.
Then sharp decrease after 18th, though present daily to 3ist. 1-2 on 7 days
between 3 Apr and 2 May. In autumn from 17 Oct onwards. Double figures from
25th. Up to 500 were at Lunzjata during the last days of Dec.

WILLOW WARBLER  Phylloscopus trochilus  Vjolin Pastard

1981 : On most days from 25 Mar to 1 May then singles on 3 days till 15th. Mainly
single figures but up to 10 on & few days. 1 on 30 Jul. Heavier passage in
autumn when recorded on most days from 15 Aug to 12 Oct and then singles on
9 days to 7 Nov. Often in low double figures with max on 20 on 17 Sep and 3 Gct.

1982 : On most days from 20 Mar to 3 May, then 1-2 on ¢ days to 22 May. Low double
figures on several days and 50 at Dwejra on 14 Apr. Occasional from 14 Aug,
then daily from 24 Aug to 19 Oct with a few singles till 3 Nov. Max was 25
at Ghadira on 16 Sep, otherwise up to 15.

GOLDCREST Regulus regulus Bufula tal-Qamar
1981 : 1 on 31 Jen. Up to 5 in areas with famarisk or pine frees from 29 Oct onwards.
1982 : 1-5 on 4 days from 16 Nov to 30 Dec.

FIRECREST  Regulus ignicapillus  Bufula tat-Toppu Ahmar
1981 : 1 on 31 Jan. Low single figures from 29 Oct with max of 5 at Mizieb on 12 Dec.
1982 : 1 on 3 Jan. Up to 5 at Mizieb from 20 Nov.

GOLN/F IRECREST Regulus regqulus/ignicapillus

1981 : Regularly recorded in Jan-Mar to 15th with up to 10 at Buskett in Jan. Again
from 21 Oct onwards with max of 20 at Mizieb on 14 Nov.

1982 : Reqularly seen, mainly at Buskett where up fo 5 present, in Jan-Mar fo 28th.
1 on 18 Sep, then from 15 Nov onwards with max on 35 at Mizieb on 6 Dec.

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER Muscicapa striata Zanzarell tat-Tikki

1981 : 1 on 15th and 2 on 22nd, then on most days from 28 Apr to 23 May; mainly up
to 15 but ca.30 each at Buskett and Attard on 8 May. A pair was at Ghajn
Rihana on 29-30 May and another bred at Buskett, fledging two young in late
Jun. 1 on & Aug, then 1~6 on several days from 29 Aug toc 4 Oct.

1982 : Spring passage from 22 Apr fo 4 Jun when single or low double figures (max 20)
on most days. Two pairs bred at Buskett, one raising two broods. 1 on 13
Aug and 3 on 5 Sep followed by influx on 15-19 Sep with max of 10 at Buskett
on last date; then 1-5 on most days from 26 Sep to 3 Nov.

RED-BREASTED FLYCATCHER  Ficedula parva Zanrarell Sidru Ahmar
1981 : 1 at Buskett on 20 Oct.
1982 : Singles at Buskett on 12th and 19 Oct.

SEMI-COLLARED FLYCATCHER Ficedula semitorguata Zanzaretl tal~Lvant
1982 : 1 ringed at Lunzjata on 16 Sep.

29



Ficedula
Apr o to 1 May; inf Lux between
i on 7 other davs., |
birds on 12 Zavs from
cinzcles on i3 3eo and
zarell
“ay then irreguler
ighest. In aufumn

in most areas, wit
from 29 Aug fo 4 Oct
sinale figures exce
In zutumn 10 recoras of

MJV wheﬂ S

<

71
s
L
£
=
o
I
B

anivs excubitor <actamendula
Mar.

ks senator aécamenouia
hen on several days from 14 Apr fo 24 Mav. Mever more
1

1
i on 3
in any olace.
from 10 Auc

2t Xemxija on 4 Jun. In autumn 2 sighfings of

Ta8? in most several davs from 3 Apr +
Shaxaa and Burmarrad fledaine 4 snd 3 vouna

p was the only autumn recora.

M Sturnus vulgaris Sturnelil
Trehle flaurs in Jan icing Poon 26
Mar.  Late ol and Jut.
adtumn 1oon 27 than Srom 7 Oct
1id-Nov with 2,000
i nUmDers

reaching

recte fia
= HOGPARROW spaniolensis
TRy Yery common e.
1987 ¢ Zreeding in in atl areas.

sser montanus rﬂ mm‘@‘ fas—zo <';ar'
1981 ¢ Areedina in various slaces. counte ca.z0 ch adwick Lakeg
T Lunzjata in Jul-Aug. Sliahtly hiaper numbers in Dct orobably
iighest count y.  tmall numbers racorded in

ARROW £

Lightty higher numbers in Few
:us<e\% {up fo 10}, Chadwi Lakes,
onwards with nichesi numbers in
Mar, o to
same period.

in mid-
montifringilla
near Kab in
areas in Jan io v»u—wﬂ 2corced from Loare
pairs provably brae Young seen Zuskett on
from 2 Gct +o Ly from 5 Dec onwards wiih

hichest.

M INCH Carduelis chioris Yerdun

: Singles on 29 Jan, 28 Feb, 14 May, 1 Jul and 16 Sep, then 1-4 on several days

from 1 Oct fo 28 Dec with most sightings in Oct to mid-Nov.

1982 : 1 on 3 Jan and singles on 5 days from 13 Mar to 25 Apr. Singles on 5 days in
May from 19th to Zist, but in 3 different places on 27th., 1hen 1 on 2 Jun
and14 Jul. Up fo 10 on several davs from 1 Oct fo year end, almosi daily in
Late Oct and in Nov.

GOLDF INCH Carduelis carduelis rdeltl

1981 : 1 on 3 Jan and on 15 Mar, assace over 5ozo on 6 Apr when cz. 1,000 counted.
Singles on 30 Apr; ist and 3 May 29th and 31 Aug; 1st and 10 Sep; and 1-2
Oct. Then singie figures on 12 days from 25 Oct fo 13 Dec.

1982 : 1-2 on 2-3 Jan. Small passage on 28 Mar when 11 at Ghadira and 1 at Zabbar.

Singles on 11 Apr and 27 Jun. 2 on 30 Oct and on 13 Nov were the oniy in autumn.

Ga
Pa

SISKIN Carduelis spinus Fkru
1 Small influx in Mov from 1st to i4th, with max of 5 at Ghadire. [n Dec recorded
on 6-7th, 13th and 30-31st. Passage reported on 7th but no numbers given

otherwise 1-6.

1982 : 5 records of 1-2 on 4 days from 2 Jan to 21 Feb; 1 on 29-30 May and 5 at
Buskett on 24 Ocft.
LENNET Carduelis cannabina  Gojjin

1981 : Single to low double figures in most places in Jan-Apr to 19th then scattered
singles or pairs all through summer. First autumn migrants on 22 Sep becoming
daily from 13 Oct onwards. fDouble to low treble figures on several days,
mainly in mid-Oct to mid-Nov.

1682 : Sinagle fo low double figures in Jan *to mid-Mar then higher numbers on passagae
Fitl tate Apr with max of 300 at Dwejra on 21 Mar, Scattered singles or pairs
in May-Sep. Onily a few in Oct from 1s7, numbers sharply increasing in early

Nov with max of 500 at Buskeft on 3rd, Oniy single figures after mid-Nov,

SCARLET ROSEFINCH  Carpodacus erythrinus  Bumungar

1982 : Adult male at Lunzjata on 25 Sep.

HAWF INCH  Coccothrausces coccothraustes —1az-7ebbud

1381 : Sincles on 5th, 20th and 21 Nov.

1982 : Singles on 20 Oct and on 1 Nov,

£ BUNMTING Imberiza leucocephala Nurrzjsa Rasha Bajda

982 : Single males trapped at Mizieb on 31 Oct and af Bahrija on 5 Nov. (fi-Meritt
22 19,

YELLOWHAMMER Emberiza citrinella Durrajsa Safra

1982 : t near Delimara on 3 Nov,

1881 at GChadira on 18 Nov.
1982 at Lunzjata on Z4 Oct.
ORTOLAN BUNT ING Emberiza hortulana Ortolan

1981 : 2 at Xaahra on 14-15th and 1 at Lunzjata on 15 Mar.

1982 : Recorded on 4 days in Apr: 7 at Worrl Falka and others reported trapped
elsewhere on 8th, 1 onilth, passa - no numbers quoted - on 20th, and 1 on
26th.

BLNTIJ z riza schoeniclus Durrajsa ftal-Qasab
1-3 at Ghadtrq in Jan-Feb fo 15th then 1 there from 30 Oct to 21 Nov, but
2 on i7th.
at Ghadira on 3 davs
Oct to 20 Nov, then

LYTTLE BUNTING  Bmberiza pusilla Durrajsa Gergnija
1

from 6-21 Feb. 1-2 on 11 days, mostly at Ghadira, from
1 on 26 Dec.

1082

1

25

CORM BUMTING  Miliaria calandra Durrajsa

1281 @ Small numbers breeding in ssveral are with highest concentration at Ghadira
where up to 20 present. Large flocks at 'drinking stations’ in Jul-Sep with
ca.200 each at Ramla Yalley and Dwejra in Gozo highest. Highest winter concen—

fon 40 at Ghadira on 21 Nov.

1982 : No apparent change in breeding numbers. Highest flocks were of ¢a.250 af

Dwe jre on 4th and of 100 at Suskett on 9 Sep.
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RINGING REPORT FOR 1982 & 1983

This report covers the twc-year period 1982-83, during which a total of 17,883 birds
was ringed, representing an increase of 1,768 birds over the previous two-year perioc.

The number of birds ringed in 1982 amounted *o 8,872 of 85 gpecies. 1his number is
stightly higher than tha* of the previous year, when 8,734 were ringed, and i1 was the
second year running that ar increase was registered. There was & further increase in 1983
when 9,111 birds of 87 species were ringed, brinaing ihe grand total of birds ringed
since 1965 to 132,688 of 148 species.

By the end of 1983, the species which occupied the 15 top places of birds ringed
before the two-year period under review, remained the same. However, the Swallow moved
from 4+h to 3rd place in front of the Storm Petrel (this was due to good catches of
Swallows during both years, especially during 1982 when it topped the list of birds
ringed) and the Blackcap shifted ifs place from 9th fo 8tn, in front of the GardenWarbler

The period under review produced some record annual tofals., lhe ones reached in 1982
which were not bettered in 1983 were Wryneck (30), Red-throated Pipi* (21), iree Sparrow
(31) and Chaffinch (25). Record annual totals in 1983 were Cory's Shearwater (244),
Herring Gull (51), White Wagtail (74), Dunnock (138), Black Redstart (14), Cetti's
Warbler (84), Willow Warbler (358), Goldcrest (60) and Reed Bunting (32).

Five new species have been added to the ringing list, lhese were Black-necked Grebe
and Sandwich lern in 1982, and Red-eyed Vireo, Hawfinch and Chestnut Bunting in 1983, The
Red-eyed Vireo and *the Chestnut Bunting were also new additions to the list of the birds
of Malta, A new hybrid (Swallow X House Martin) was also ringed in 1982.

This report consists of a list of ringing and recovery fotals fo the snd of 1983; a
section which deals with birds ringed in Malta and recovered at least Skm away from the
ringing site during the two year period under review; and another section dezling with
locally recovered foreign ringed birds.

12 of the 25 recoveries of locally ringed birds were recovered abroad. As in previous
years hirundines figure prominently in recoveries abroad with single Swallows recovered
in Czechostovakia, Yugeosiavie, East Germany and tngland respectively, and Sand Martins in
Czechoslovakia and Yugosisvia. The 4th foreiagn recovery of a Manx Shearwater turned up
from nearby Sicily, the ist foreiagn recovery of a Herring Gull in Libva, while a Robin
was reported for the first time from Bulaaria. OJr 2nd recovery of a Great Reed Warbler
turned up in Hungary a month later in spring 1982 while a Reds*art rinced in sprinc cn
its northward journey was recovered in Algeria in the following autumn on its soutnward
Journey. A Chiffchaff was recovered in Austria, our second in that country and our third
abroad. Of the local movements those of the Cettl's Warbler are ithe most interesting.

the recoveries of foreign ringed birds hall from Czechostovakia (5), Huncary (5),
tkraine (USSR) (3), Finland (3), West Germany (1), East Germany (1), Sweden (1},
Yugoslavia (1), Switzerland (1}, [taly (1) and South Africe (1). The species which have
been recovered for the first time in Malta are a Shelduck from Ukraipe (USSR) and a
Garganey from Wes? Germany. Interesting recoveriss are a Curlew Sandpiper from South
Africa, the first Kestrel from Sweden, the fifth Honey Buzzard from Finland and the third
Sanowich lern from the Black Sea region. Iwo Sand Martins from Finland brought up a total
of 5 from that country and a total of 25 hailing from 14 couniries (13 European and i
North African), while the first Swallow from Hungary brought up the total to 17 from
Europe. lhere is also the first House Martin from East Germany and the first White
Waatail from Czechoslovakia. No fewer than 7 finches (2 Serins, 1 Greenfinch and 4
Linnets) hail from Eastern Europe.

During the two year period (1982-83) the ringing scheme started with thirteen ringing
permit-holders - J,Attard Montalto, S.Balzan, J.Borg, D.Cachia, R.Cachia Zammit, V.Cilia,
R.Galea, C.Gauci, M.V.Gauci, B.K.German, J.Grech, J.Sutfans and R.lesta. The period endec
with 14 when Bro. Edmund, & British lrus? for Ornithology permit holder, returned from
U.K. In September. During 1983 the scheme had eleven different rings,bearing the MOS
Valletts address, in use covering atl species li<ely to pe ringed in Malta. The only B1C
rings still in use are fthose special ones used for Kingfisher and Swifi, the number of
which ringed is so small that i* does not warrant ordering Valletta addressed rings.

C. Gauci, the Ringing Secretary, has been responsible, as in previous years, for
recording and filing all the ringing and recovery data, as well as for the issue of a
bi-monthly ringing newsleiter for ringers.

Joe Sultana & Charles Gauci
Ringing Officer Ringing Secretary
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RINCING AMD RECOVERY TOTALS TO 31.12.83

Species

Little Grebe

Tachybaptus ruficollis

Black-necked Grebe |
Podiceps nigricollis

Cory's Shearwater

Calonectris diomedea
Manx Shearwater

Puffinus puffinus
Storm Petrel

Hydrobates pelagicus
Little Bittern

Ixobrychus minutus
Night Heron

Nycticorax nycticorax
Kestrel

Falco tinnunculus
Hobby
Falco subbuteoc
Quail

Coturnix coturnix
Water Rail

Rallus aguaticus
Spotted Crake

Porzana porzana
Little Crake

Porzana parva
Baillon's Crake

Porzana pusilla
Moorhen

Gallinula chloropus
Coot

Fulica atra
Stone Curlew

Burhinus oedicnemus
Little Ringed Plover

Charadrius dubius
Ringed Plover

Charadrius hiaticula
Lapwing

Vanellus vanellus
Little Stint

Calidris minuta
Temminck's Stint

Calidris temminckii
Curlew Sandpiper

Calidris ferruginea
Dunlin

Calidris alpina
Ruff

Philomachus pugnax
Jack Snipe

Lymnocryptes minimus
Snipe

Gallinago gallinago
Great Snipe

Gallinago media
Spotted Redshank

Tringa erythropus
Redshank

Tringa totanus

tlarsh Sandpiper
Tringa stagnatilis

Rinqed'»ﬁinged

Grand Total

Recovered

in in ringed
19852 1983 1965-1283
- - k) -
1 - 1 -
21 244 1,038 -
15 26 421 1
269 431 12,563 1
8 3 33 -
i - 2 -
- - 9 -
- - 1 -
1 - 5 -
- 1 24 -
- - 8 -
- P 5 -
- - ] -
2 3 46 ~
- - 1 -
- — 1 —
- - 37 -
- - 4 -
- - ] _
4 9 350 -
- 3 23 -
1 2 32 -
3 Z 25 -
- - 3’2 -
- —_ 16 -
3 - 31 1
1 - & -
- - 2 _
- - 1 -
33

1982-83 Grand Total

[N
o

o~

~



Greenshank X
Tringa nebularia

Creen Sandpiper
Tringa ochropus

Wood Sandpiper
Tringa glareola

Common Sandpiper
Actitis hypoleucos

Mediterranean Gull
Larus melanccephalus

Black-headed Gull
Larus ridibundus

Herring Cull
Laru5 argentatus

Sandw1ch Tern
terna sandvicensis

Turtle Dove
Streptopelia turtur

Cuckoo
Cuculus canorus

Scops 0wl
OtJ: s5C0ps

Short eared Owl
Asio flammeus

Nightjar
aDrlmulgus europaeus

Swift
Apus apus

Kingfisher i
Alcedo atthis

Hoopoe
Upupa epops

Wr¥nec
ynx torguilla

Short-toed Lark
Caiandrella brachydactgla

Woodlark
Luilula arborea
Sk% ark
lauda arvensis

Sand #Hartin
Riparia riparia

Swallow
Hirundo rustica

Red-rumped Swallow
Hirundo daurica

House Marti
Deliichon urblca

Swallow X House Martin

Hirundo rustica X Delichon

Rlchard s Pipi
hus novaesselandzae

Tawny Pipit
Anthus campestris

Olive-backed Pipit
Anthus hodgsoni

Tree Pipit
Anthus trivialis

Meadow Pipit
Anthus pratensis

Red-throated Pipit
Anthus cervinus

Water Pipit
Anthus spinoletta

Yellow Wa tail
Motacil flava

Grey Waqtall
Motacilla cinerea

.
o

urbica 1

63
37

21

180

W

388

843

239

45

54

144

32

34

34

135

25

6,782

14,081

831

811

45

White Wagtail
Motacilla alba

Wren

Troglodytes troglodytes
bunnock

Prunella modularis

Rufous Bush_ Chat
Cercotrichas galactotes
Robiry
Erithacus rubecula

Thrush Nightingale
Luscinia luscinia

Nightingale
Luscinia megarhynchos
Bluethroat
Luscinia svecica
Black Redstart
Phoenicurus ochruros
Redstart
Phoenicurus phoenicurus

Whinchat
Saxicola rubetra

Stonechat
Saxicela torquata

Isabelline Wheatear
Oenanthe isabellina
Wheatear
Oenanthe oenanthe
Black-eared Wheatear
Oenanthe hispanica
Rock Thrush
Monticola saxatilis

Blue Rock Thrush
Monticola solitarius

Ring Ouzel
Turdus torquatus

Blackbird
Turdus merula

Fieldfare

Turdus pilaris
Song Thrush

Turdus philomelos

Redwing
Turdus iliacus

Cetti's Warbler
Cettia cetti

Fan-tailed Warbler
Cisticola juncidis

Grasshopper Warbler
Locustella naevia

River Warbler .
Locustella fluviatilis

Savi's Warbler L
Locustella luscinioides

Moustached Warbler
Acrocephalus melanopogon

Sedge Warbler
Acrocephalus schoenobaenus

Marsh Warbler
Acrocephalus palustris

Reed Warbler
Acrocephalus scirpaceus

Great Reed Warbler
Acrocephalus arundinaceus

Olivaceous Warbler
Hippolais pallida

Icterine Warbler
Hippolais icterina

W

w0

74

138

1,040

24

84

279

121

62

36

46
35

85
,649
362
984

™

571
24
561

1,599

w
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Melodious Warbler
Hippelais polyglotta

Dartford Warbler
Sylvia undata

Spectacled Warbler
Sylvia conspiciliata

Subalpine Warbler
Sylvia cantillans

Sardlnlan Warbler
Sylivia melianacephala

Ruppell'r Warbler
Sylvia rueppelli

Orphean Warbler
Sylvia hortensis

Barred VWarhler
Sylvia nisoria

Lesser Whitethroat
Sylvia curruca

Whitethroat
Sylvia communis

Garden Warbler
Sylvia borin

Blackcap .
Sylvia atricapilla
Yellow-browed Warbler
Phylloscopus inornatus

Bonelli's Warbler
FPhylloscopus bonelli

Wood Warbler .
Phylloscopus sibilatrix

Chiffchaff : .
Phylloscopus collybita

Willow Warbler
Phylloscopus trochilus

Coldcrest
Regulus regulus

Firecrest = | .
Regulus ignicapillus
Spotted flycatcher
Muscicapa striata
Red-breasted Flycatcher
Ficedula parva
Semi-collared flycatcher
Ficedula semitorguata
Collared Flycatcher
Ficedula albicollis
Pied flycatcher
Ficedula hypoleuca
Penduline Tit
Remiz pendulinus
Golden Oriole
Oriolus oriolus
Red~backed Shrike
Lanius ceollurio
Woodchat Shrike
Lanius senator

Starling :
Sturnilts vulgaris

Spanish Sparrow
Passer hispaniolensis

Tree Sparrow
Passer montanus

Tree Sparrow x Spanish Sparrow
Pagser montanus x hispaniclensis

Red-eyed Vireo
Vireo olivaceus

Chaffinch
Fringilla coelebs

76

(&)

238

666

92

[N

)]

107
2,758

14,578

(8%

,152
142
190
829

41

N

9,047

216

387

N3
Is]

1

Brambliqg L
Fringilla montifringi

Serin .
Serinu$ serinus

Greenfinch .
Carduelis chloris

Goldfinch . .
Carduelis carduelis

Siskin X
Carduelis spinus

Linnet .
Carduelis cannabina

Scarlet Rosefinch

1la - - 4 - -

2 6 894 -

i
=

Carpodacus erythrinus 1 - 3 - .

Hawfinch )
Coccothraustes coccot.

Lapland Bunting
Calcarius lapponicus

Yellowhammer
Emberiza citrinella

Ortolan Bunting
Emberiza hortulana

Rustic Bunting
Emberiza rustica

Little Bunting
Emberiza pusilla

Chestnut Buntlng
Emberiza rutila

Yellow~breasted Buntlng
BEmberiza aureol

Reed Bunting
Emberiza Schoeniclus

Corn Buntin
Miliaria Ccalandra

hraustes - 1 1 - —

- . 1 - -

2 32 93 - -

18 35 288 - 5

totals

8,872 9,111 132,688 b 833

RINGING RECOVERILS

This section deals with 25 recoveries of 12 species occurring during 1982-83. Only
those recovered at least 5Skm away from the ringing site are included. The co-ordinates
localities are given once when these are first mentioned.

Key to s

Arrangement of entry :

Ring number

Age code :

ymbols and terms used in the recovery list:

recoveries arc arranged by species, and within the species
usually by date of recovery. Rinaina details are qgiven on
the first Line and recovery data on the second.

where this is followed by an asferisk (*) the ring has been
refurned,

1 = pullus; youna bird ringed in the nest.

1J = fledaed; bui flyine so weakly that it is obviously in-
capable of having travelled far from the nest.

2 = fully arown; vear of hatching quite unknown,

3 = definifely hdwch@o during current calendar year.

3) = definitely hatched durinag current calendar vear and
stilt partly or complefely in juvenile body plumage.

4 = hatched before current calendar year; exact vear
unknown.

5 = definitely hatched durina tast calendar year.

6 = hatched before last calendar year; cxact year unknown

(a2 number in brackels beside the age code 1 indicatles the size of the brood)
Sex : M o= male.
F o= fema
Date of recovery : where this is unknown the dafe of fhe reporting letter is

aiven instead and is shown in brackets. An 00 in the doie

indicates that the exact day or month are unknown.
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Manner of recovery i v = cauaht or frapoed, and released with ring. i1.113 o 01.11.81 Xemx i ja.
+ = shot or killed by man. v i5.11.81 Loco.
x = found dead or dyina. v 01.01.82 loco.
() = caught or frapped ative and not released, or released v 05.09.82 Rabat.
but with ring removed. M 25.11.82 Loco.
R/ = manner of recovery Jnknown, v 29.01.83 Loco.
tlanx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus v 21.02.83 loco.
{ ES 1
EN79.619 a 22.05.79  L-Ahrax Pt. : 35.58 N, 14,22 €, , Voo Hee |00
X (17.06.82) between Avola and Cassibile : (Sicily), 1TALY, v A :
Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus
Herring Gull Larus argentatus
N . 4w _ B0O3.057 4 08.04.82 Lunzjata Valley.
6P27.648 ! 30.05.83 Filfla : 35.47 %, 14,25 &. v 02.05.82 Filéphdza : 46,53 N, 19.28 E, HUNGARY.
/?/ (05.12.83) Homs : 32,39 N, 14,15 £, LIBYA )
Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla
Sand Martin Riparia riparia
. ) _ ) 23.092 3M 06.12.82 Has-Saptan : 35.50 N, 14.31 £,
19.409 4 09.05.82 Ghajn Rihana : 35.54 N, 14,25 E. v 09.02.83 Rabat.
v = F  09.08.82 Gbely : 48.43 8, 17,08 E (Senica), CZECHOSLOVAKIA,
o 21.638 M 11.12.82 Zabbar : 35,52 N. 14,32 E.
13,388 4 27.04.82 Santa Lucia : 35.52 N, 14,30 £, v 12.03.83 Rabat.
v =F  29.06.83 PieZtany : 48,36 N, 17,49 E (Trnava), CZECHOSLOVAKIA,
Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita
31.078 4 21.04.83 Ramla Valley : 368,03 N, 14,17 E, Gozo. . i
v 26.08.83 Skoflijica - 1g/Ljubljana : 45.58 N, 14 34 £ (Stovenija) A7.962 2 31.12,82 Lunz jata Valley.
YUGOSLAVIA, v 29,03.83 GChadlra.
Swallow Hirundo rustica AB.086% 2 Séég;% hunéja‘ra Yalley
X .08, lederdsterreich : 48,15 M, 15.30 F (LI Al \
20.310 4 21.03.82  Ghadira : 35.58 N, 14.21 E, N ) 15 Linzy, AUSTRIA.
v 21.03.82 Lunzjata Valley : 36.03 N, 14.14 E, Gozo. Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus
24.075 am 07.04.82 Lunz jata Valley. A8.311 4 29.04,83 Lunzgara Valley.
12.04.82 Osijek : 45,33 N, 18,40 E (Hrvatska), YUGOSLAVIA. Vo 30.,04.83 Ghadira,
] (ringed at 1800 hrs and controlled at 0740 hrs),
14,679% 4 01.05.81 Lunz jata Valley.
X 15.05.82 Maly Sor : 49.20 N, 13.3% E (Klatovy), CZECHOSLOVAKIA.
20.520 aM 14,0482 Lunzjata Valley. FOREIGN RINGED BIRDS RECOVERED IM MALTA
v 20.08.82 Starpottom, Skioton : 54.10 N, 02.05 W (North Yorkshire) This section deals with 23 foreign ringed birds of 18 species recovered in Malta.
ENGLAND ., Some of these were recovered previous to the two-year period covered by this report but
05.340 3 12.10.80 Xemxija, St. Paul's Bay : 35.57 N, 14.23 £. thgy only came Yo our n?ticl:e lately. The symbols and terms used are the same as those
X end 04.83 Sarenklan (Oranienburg), Sezirk : 52.43 M, 13.09 E, which appeared in the Ringing Recoveries.
Potsdam, EAST GERMANY, Shelduck Tadorna tadorna
Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis Moskwa 4 18.06.80 Orlov Isles, Kherson Region, Zlack Sea : 46.17 N, 31.45 €
o C-370.498 (Ukraine), 11.5.5.2,
19,895 2 22.11.81 Ghadira. + 19,01.81 Kalkara : 35.53 N, 14,32 &.
+ 10,01.82 Girgentt : 35.51 N, 14.25 E,
Carganey Anas gquerquedula
Robin Erithacus rubecula ‘
) R Helgoland 5M 28.08.78 Rieselfelder Muenster : 52.02 N, 07.39 E (Muenster),
4034438 3 11.11.78 Buskett : 35.51 N, 14,25 &, 5.046.508 WEST GERMANY .
/7/  (14.02.82)  Simi Rid : 42.50 M, 27.25 £ (Burgas), BULGARIA. . 02.03.83 South Comino Channel : 35.59 N, 14.19 E.
17.194 3 25.11.81 Xemx i ja, St. Paul's Bay. Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus
03.8 B >tt. . . .
03.03.82 Buske Helsinki 1 11.08.76 Kar jaa, Karis, Uudenmann : 60.05 N, 23,45 £ (L3ani),
11.957 6 08.03,81 Buskett, ) D-57.287 FINLAND,
v 29.01.83 Santa Lucia. - 15.10.77 Lunz jata Valley,
26G.482 3 02.10.83 Ghadira. Kestrel Falco tinnunculus
v 06.10.83 Rabat : 35.53 N, 14,24 E. . .
Stockholm 1 28.06,80 Brannberg, W Boden : 85.47 N, 21.13 £ (Norbotien), SWEDEH.
Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus 7.060.094 + 14.10.82 Zebbug : 35.52 N, 14.27 E,
21.046% 4aF 18.04.82 Rabat. Curlew Sandpiper Calidris Ferruginea
i t-Atia-N : ¢, 05. £ (Bis ), ALGERIA, . .
X 25.10.82 Ei-Atia-Nord & 34.55 N, 05.47 £ (Biskra), ALGERI Pretoria 2 10.10.77 Olifants River Mouth : 31.42 S, 18.11 £ (Cape),
BB21.720 SOUTH AFRICA,
Cetti's Warbler Cettia cettd - 00.10.80 Bahar ic-Cachaq : 35.56 N, 14.23 L,
18,501 M 28.12.81 Ramia Bay : 36.04 M, 14,17 €, Gozo. Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis
v 10.01.83 Ghajn Zejtuns : 35.58 N, 14,21 E, Moskwa 1 19.06.79 Orlov Isles, Kherson Region, Black Sea : 46.17 N,
14.046 3F 09.08.81 Wied il-Lug, Buskett. P-647.511 31.45 E (Ukraine), U.S5.S.R,
v 02.10.83 Mtahleb : 35.52 N, 14,21 ¢, + 00.01.80 Kalkara.
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Kalanchakskiy, Skadovsk, Kherson Region : ¢6.07 N,
32.54 E (Ukraine), U.S.5.R.
Ghadira.

GodsLLD ¢+ 47.34 N, 19,22
Gudja : 35.51 N, 14.31 E.

adl

, HUNGARY

J&rvenpadd, Uudenmann : 60.29 N, 25.08 £ (L&&ni), FINLAND
Lunz jata Valley.

Kylm8koski, Hameen : 61.07 N, 23.45 E (L&anT), FINLAMND,
Ghajn Rihana.

Moskwa 1 25.06.82
PR-006.352 .
X 00.11.82
Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur
Budapest 4 01.05.76
302.826 * 28.04.77
Sand Martin Riparia riparia
Helsinki 3 23.07.80
J221,065 v 01.05.81
Helsinki 3 04.08.82
V031,121 v 12.05.83
Swallow Hirundo rustica
Budapest 2 12.08.79

826.790 v=4M 31.03.83

House Martin Delichon urbica

Hiddensee 4 01.08.79
90.926.753 v 29.04.82
White Wagtail Motacilla alba
Praha 3 29.08.83
MB67.479

X 00.11.83
Robin Erithacus rubecula
Pologna 2 26,10.82
K05, 088

ve3 14.12.82

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilila

L jubl jana 3 05.09.8"1
L1686

v=4M 06.02.83

Sempach 2F 26.09.82
EB82.210

v 20.02.83
Serin Serinus serinus
Budapest 3 26.09.76
703.572 ) 04.01.77

(identified by
Prans 2F 23.07.79
1136.919 () 13.02.80
Greenfinch Carduelis chloris
Praha M 07.10.83
7621.472 ) 04.11.83
Linnet Carduelis cannabina
Budapest 2F 21.07.76
703,750 ) 20.01.77
Frah 4M 16.03.83
1286.689 {3y 00.10.83
Praha 3F 0%.10.83
1325.,283 (y - 05.11.83
Budapest 3M 28.08.83
G13.823 ) 19.11.83

Fiildphaza : 46.53 N, 19.28 £, HUNGARY,
Lunz jata Valley.

Pappendorf : 50.59 N, 13.07 £ (Hainichen), EASY GERMANY,
Ltunz jata Valley.

Podol{ : 49.02 N, 17.32 £ (Uherské HradigtS),
CZECHOSLOVAKTA.
Zabbar.

Longastrino, Alfonsine : 44.35 N, 12,00 E (Ravenna),
FTALY .
Ghajn Zejtuna.

Dotenje Jozero : 45.47 N, 14,22 E, Ceriknigkojezero-
Stoveni ja, YUGOSLAVIA,

Rabat.

La Corbiére, Bde. Fstavaver-le-lLac : 46.52 N, 06.52 £
(Fribourg), SWITZERLAND,

Buskett.

Budapest : 47.29 N, 19.03 £, HUNGARY.
Sannat : 36.01 N, 14.14 E (Gozo).
trapper as Carduelis cannabina).

Lomnidka : 49.22 N, 16.26 E (Brno), CZECHOSLOVAKIA.
Victoria : 36.03 N, 14.14 E (Gozo).

Pietfany : 48. (Trnava) CZECHOSLOVAKIA.

3 . £
Delimara : 35.49 N, 14.34 E.

Budapest : 47.29 N, 19.03 £, HUNGARY.
Munxar : 36.01 N, 14,13 £ (Gozo).

Lediina : 49.52 N, 16.56 F (SUmperk), CZECHOSLOVAKIA.
"Malie' : ca. 35.54 N, 14.25 F.

7
PieE?any : 48,36 N, 17.49 £ (lrnava), CZECHOSLOVAKIA.
Mriehel : 35.53 N, 14.28 E.

Pomdz : 47.39 N, 19.07 £, HUNGARY.
'Gozo' 1 ca. 36.01 N, 14.14 E.
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A HEW CGUIDE TO THE BIRDS OF MALTA.

208 paaes. Price £9.90 hardback or £6.90 paper-

back.

'Une pilce maitresse de 1'crnithologie
méditerandenne’ - ALAUDA.

'If the first guide was good - and it was -

this new book is infinitely superior: packed
with more, and more up-to-date, information,
illustrated by fine colour plates, and altoget-
her more elegant' - BIRD STUDY.

£

v

2
(4

The book provides information on the avian en-
vironment, distribution of habitats, patiern of
migration, results of bird rinaing, including
maps plofted with recoveries, as well as the
ornithological history of the islands. lts main
feature consists of & detailed past and present
status of all the birds occurring in the Maltese
Istands, givina numbers of birds involved. If
is richty illusirated with 12 oriainal colour
olates, several line drawings and maps, and
scenic photoaraphs of different bird habitats.

colour plates'ts
iRodney Ingrarm

You may order a copy directly from the M0S, P.0. Box 4398, Valletta, Malta. ALl pro-
ceeds will be devoted by MOS towards bird conservation in Malta.

ERRATA

I1-MERILL Mo. 22 (1981-1983)

page 50 : Recovery place of Swallow (Mdina B9.533) should read Sternberg, Bezirk,Schwerin,

page 54 : Osprey (Helsinki D-85226) should read Honey Buzzard.

page 54 : Kestrel (Paris K20.902) - Paris should read Sempach and France should read
Switzerland (country of ringing).

SUBSCRIPTION RATES:
| enclose my subscription” {cheque/

Full member tm 2.00

postai order} to the value of;
Youth {under 18) Lm 0.50
Life member Lm50.00

To join the MOS, compiete the appiication form =
and return it with your subscription to: Date
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