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Marsh Harrier Migration through Malta in Autumn in Relation to Weather
M. A. THAKE

Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus migration in autumn was observed over five seasons
(1974 - 1978) in the course of systematic watches made at Buskett, Malta. The results of
this study are compared with those of earlier authors, and interprefed in terms of proces-
ses thought to operate in raptor migration.

Methods

Observations were maintained by the author at |l-Wejba, Buskett. On a number of occa-
sions, watches were made elsewhere in the islands while wafches were maintained at Buskett
by E. Curmi.

Detaits of the observation methods have already been published (Thake 1977, 1980).
Date recorded in the field included flock size, height and direction of flight, time of
sighting, as well as details of behaviour. Local weather was recorded at hourly intervals
during the watch. Other meteorological data.were taken from the records of RAF Qrendi and
Luga records published in 'The Times'. The Deutscher Wetterdienst supplied regional
weather maps.

Coverage was most thorough in 1976, with watches being maintained daily from the
second week of August to the third week of November. Only a few watches were missed.
Watches in August and September lasted from 1000 to 1800 CET. About half of the remaining
watches began at 1500 and ended. at 1700 to 1800 CET. Observations in other years were less
extensive, covering most of the period from late August to early October.

Results
Seasonal totals and distribution

The tofal number of Marsh Harriers recorded in each season is given in Table 1. The
fotats from 1976 onwards (Table 1 and E. Curmi pers. comm.) are higher than those reported
by previous authors. This coincided with the use of high powered binoculars (12 X 50,

16 X 50), and it seems Likely that in previous years some distant birds were overlooked or
erroneously identified. in view of the consistent results obtained from Buskett watches
since 1976, there seem Yo be sufficient grounds for considering the Marsh Harrier as
'freguent' in autumn.

The results obtained over the study period support the statements of Beaman and Galea
(1974) and Sultana and Gauci (1982) with regard to the distribution of sightings over the
autumn migration season. This disfribufion showed a mean on the 27th September and a
standard deviation of 8.42 days.

There was no significant difference between the mean time of appearance of males, and
females and juveniles.This suggests that adults and juveniles migrate at similar times and
at similar rates.

Flight style
Soaring was indulged in freguently, with birds often soaring to cloud-base. Such be-

TABLE 1 : Year Observations Total sighted
1974 September 25
1975 Early Sept. - Early Oct. 15
1976 Mid Aug., - Late Nov. 100
1977 Mid Sept. - Mid Oct. 84
1978 Late Aug. - End Sept. 131
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haviou. was sometimes observed in strong winds, when the birds drified rapidly downwind.
Typically the birds soared in thermals or slope Lift, and glided out of the area of Lift
after having gained sufficient height. Marsh Harriers in the company of Honey Buzzards
appeared to glide more rapidly than usual in order to keep up with the flock. Flapping
flight was also employed intermittently, apparently in an attempt to increase speed. Under
the same conditions, Marsh Harriers appeared to use flapping flight more frequentty than
Honey Buzzards.

Height and direction of flight

Marsh Harriers were usually sighted lower than Honev Buzzards, even when convective
ctoud-base was high. There was Little variation with time of day. At dusk flocks appeared
to fly lower and often circled over Buskett for long periods.

N

Fig.l. Headings of Marsh Harriers
migrating over Buskett, Malta. The
headings of all birds which passed
within 100m of the watchpoint were
estimated {¥10°) by reference to
known compass points. Each unit re-
presents a Tlock of one or more
birds.

The scatter of headings of Marsh Harrier sightings at Buskett is illustrated in
Figure 1. This scatter diagram shows birds heading southwards, but also many heading east
of south. This is not consistent with the known south to south southwestward movemeni of
Marsh Harriers across the central Mediterranean (Cramp and Simmons 1980; see also reco-
veries of Marsh Harriers Llisted in Sultfana and Gauci 1982 which suggest a similar direc-
tion of migration). This feafure of the scatfer diagram, however, is readily interprefable
in terms of a coasting movement by some of the Marsh Harriers sighted.

Variation with time of day

Figure 2 is a histogram illustrating the variation of the number of sightings with
time of day. Histograms consfructed for 1976, 1977, and 1978, all showed the following
features : a small peak at around mid-day and a larger peak in the tate afternoon. This
histogram differs appreciably from that for “he Honey Buzzard (Thake 1981). In particular,
convergence on Buskett at dusk seems more prominent in the Marsh Harrier histogram.

Figure 2 also shows a peak at around mid-day. Perhaps more Marsh Harriers are on migration
at this time. Other interpretations are possible.

Fiqure 2 is misleading in thail it suggests that Marsh Harrier migration through Bus-—
kett commences at around 1000 CET, The watches on which the present siudy is based started
at 1000 CET, Sporadic early morning wafches revealed some Marsh Harrier migration at these
+imes. This feature was noted by Beaman and Galea (1974). |t is not clear whether these
are birds which roosted in the north of the islands and in Gozo, or whether they crossed
the Sicitian channel early in the day.

[N

Fig.2. Distribution of sightings of
Marsh Harriers over the day. Sight-
ings made in 1976 were grouped in
hourly intervals and the mean cal-
culated over the watches during
which that hourly interval was
covered. The ordinates represent
the mean number of Marsh Harriers
sighted during the period in ques-
tion. Time is recorded on the
abscissa.
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Flocking

Variation of the mean flock size with time of day is i{llusfrated in Figure 3. Ouring
most of the day, Marsh Harriers migrated singly. In the late afternoon, the species became
more gregarious, and flocks containing as many as 13 Marsh Harriers were sighted. This
gregariousness was displayed preferentially fowards other Marsh Harriers, and flocks of
two birds contained only Marsh Harriers more often than would have been expected by
chance. Nevertheless, Marsh Harriers sometimes flew in the company of other species, gene-
rally Honey Buzzards. Birds were also sometimes seen in the company of Black Kites Milvus
migrans, smaller harriers Circus sp., Hobbys Falco subbuteo, Eleonora's Falcon Falco
eleoncrae and on one occasion a Booted Cagle Hieraaetus pennatus,

r
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Fig.3. Variation of mean flock size
of Marsh Harriers with time of day.
The ordinates represent mean flock
size.
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Correlation of sightings with weather variables

The results of some of the correlation analyses performed on the observational data
are listed in Table 2. The pattern of correlations obtained is similar to that exhibited
by the Honey Buzzard in that significant negative correlations were found with wind
strength in the early morning and in the late afterncon. Correlation only approached sig-
nificance at mid-day. Correlation was best with mean wind strength below 1500m, just as
is the case with the Honey Buzzard.

TABLE 2 : Results of Correlation analyses of Marsh Harrier sightings with weather.

Weather variable Correlation coefficient Significance level
Pressure (1200) +.358% 1O >.05
Visibility (2000} -, 140 p>.1
Wind strength (surface) ) )
(0600) -, 593** 01 >p
(1200) -.328% .12p >.05
(1800) —.444%% .05 Dp >.01

Wind strength
(mean below 1500m)

(06003 -, 630%* .0i>p
Southerly vector (1800)

surface . 167 p>.1

1500m ~-. 106 p .1

5500m -.261 p O
Easterty vector (1800)

surface +.262 p .1

1500m -, 164 p >

5500m +. 139 p>.1

* Marginally significant
**Significant ) )
Times quofed are local i.e. Central European Time.

Some differences also emerge. Correlation with atmospheric pressure was poor and only
weakly significant. An important difference is the absence of correlafion with sfrength
of the southerly vector of wind strength at all times of day and at all levels. The re-
sults of these correlation analyses are inferpreted and discussed below.

Discussion

A number of theories of rapfor migration through Malta exist. Indeed, practically
every ornithologist who wrote about the local avifauna had something to say about the ef-
fect of weather on daily totals. These statemenis were usually not supportec by correla—
tion analyses, or indeed by any guantitative analysis. The hypotheses of De Lucca (1969)
and Beaman and Galea (1974) are worthy of note in that they provide a plausible framework
within which raptor migration through Malta might be explained. These two hypotheses will
be examined below with regard to Marsh Harrier migration through Malta.

DeLucca (1969) proposed that diurnal migranfs fravel in a concentrated stream to the
west of the islands, and occur in numbers in Malta when westerly winds drift this stream
over the islands. Most raptor migration over Malta occurs during light winds, when wind
determined drift is expected to be slight. Moreover, correlation analyses on a number of
raptor species, including Marsh Harriers, have falled to produce the positive correlation
with westerly winds required by this hypothesis (see Table 2). The available evidence
therefore runs counter to Delucca's hypothesis.

Beaman and Galea (1974) interpreted raptor sightings in terms of weather induced ver~
tical movements within a stream of migrants passing over the Maltese Islands. Their anal-
yses considered the effects of weather on sightings of all raptor species combined. No
attempt was made to isolate the effects of weather to the various species in turn. inevi-
tably, their findings were influenced by the rumerical dominance of Honmey Buzzards and
the kestirels Falco naumapni and Falco tinnunculus in autumn fotals. They concluded that
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headwinds and bad weather induce raptors to migrate at lower levels where they can be
seen. Convergence on the islands was also invoked fo account for large totals (mostly
kestrels) coinciding with the passage of depressions through the istands.

Beaman and Galea's (1974) hypothesis requires correlation to exist between the number
of sightings and the strength of the southerly vector of the wind at upper levels. Marsh
Harrier sightings were not correlated with southerties at upper levels, or indeed at any
level or time (see Table 2). Clearly, the hypothesis is not supported by these results.

The absence of positive correlation with visibility (Table 2) suggests that day to day
changes in visibility are not responsible for the variation of Marsh Harrier daily totals.
Convergence on the istands thus cannot be the principal factor determining the number
sighted, but convergence on the islands, especially during bad weather, cannot be ruted
out. The high total (36) recorded on 26/9/77 under an overcast sky might represent such
"fall' type convergence.

A leading line effect is thought to operate in Honey Buzzard migration through Maltea.
The fraction of birds following the direction of the coast is thought to increase with the
approach of dusk and with the increasing strength of a contrary wind (Thake 1981). The
scatter diagram illustrating the headings of Marsh Harrier flocks (Figure 1) shows some
flocks heading east of south. These birds might have been following the coast. However,
if an effect similar to that in Honey Buzzard operates in Marsh Harrier migration, its
magnitude must necessarily be small and there is no evidence for it at present. The absen-
ce of a significant correlation with southerlies at tow levels at any time of day (espe-
cially at noon) runs counter to expectation if a leading lLine effect were being induced
by contrary winds. The fact that the greatest number of sightings per hour are made in
the late afternoon rather than in the early afternoon (see Figure 2), again suggests that
a leading line effect caused by contrary sea breezes is not as important in this species
as 1t is thought fo be in Honey Buzzard. In the Honey Buzzard, cossting increases as dusk
approaches. No such effect is apparent in the Marsh Harrier. There' was Little difference
(Watson and Williams fwo sample fest p:>.1) between scatter diagrams of headings before
1500 and after 1600 CET. However, the sample size is small, and this analysis should be
repeated when more extensive directional data become available.

The weight of evidence thus does not favour the hypothesis of a strong leading Line
effect in this species. in partficular, one cannot invoke a leading line effect to account
for the high numbers which occur over Buskett fowards dusk. The absence of similar con-
centrations of Marsh Harriers elsewhere in the istands is not very convincing evidence as
observations etsewhere are few. Marsh Harriers do not usually attemp! fo roost at Buskett
{a Tact which results in very few being shot there). Suitable reedbeds for roosting occur
in the valleys of Girgenti nearby, and Buskett records late in the affernoon might refer
to birds which are converging on Girgenti and soaring in the general vicinity.

Thus, Marsh Harrier migration over Buskett seems interpretable as follows. Marsh Har-
riers leave Sicily principally when wind strength in the early mornings is low, during
anticyclonic weather. While a few birds do follow the coast, there is no evidence that
local weather or time of day alter the fraction of birds which do so fo such an extent as
to affect daily totals. Marsh Harriers converge on the Buskeft area in the late afterncon.

Comparison between the various raptor species whose sightings have been analysed is
instructive, Honey Buzzards (Thake 1977), Hobbys (Thake 1978 a}, and Marsh Harriers
(this study) probably leave Sicity and Southern |taly during anticyclonic weather, when
wind strength in the early morning is tow. Hobbys converge on Buskett throughout the day,
perhaps to hunt (Thake 1978 a, 1978 b). Marsh Harriers converge on Buskett in the Late
afternoon, perhaps fo roost nearby. Honey Buzzards converge on Buskett for roosting pur-
poses (Beaman and Galea 1974). Moreover, local weather, especially contrary winds, ap~
pears to altfer the proportion of this species which folilows the coast earlier in the day,
resulting in higher totals at Buskett (Thake 1981). In contrast, the kestrels appear to
leave east-central Europe on a tong flight to the wintering grounds. This flight is pro-
bably initiated during fair weather, and is only interrupted towards dusk or during bad
weather (Thake in prep). Southerlies at intermediate heights above the ground increased
daily totals, either by increasing the fraction which attempted to roost, or by causing
the birds fo fly tower. Thus the kestrels may be the only species of raptor in which the
effect postulated by Beaman and Galea (1974) operates.

Clearly, the effects of weather on the migration patfern of each species are diffe-
rent. These results suggest that analyses which deal with the effects of weather on a
number of different species should be interpreted cautioustly.



Acknowledgements

I am grateful to E, Curmi for supplementing my observations on a number of occasions.
Thanks are also due to Messrs. Pace and Wright for permission to examine rneteorological
records.

Summary

Marsh Harriers were recorded at Busketf in aufumn more frequently than in the recent
past, possibly beacause the species was overlooked previously. The distribution of sight-
ings over the day showed a peak in the late aftfernoon, which also coincided with greater
gregar iousness on the part of the birds. Marsh Harrier sightings were negafivety“corre—
lated with wind strength, but significant correlations with other weather variables were
few. Marsh Harriers appear fo cross fhe Sicillan channel when wind strengths in the early
mornings are low, during anticyclonic conditions. In the late afterncon, birds converge
on the Buskett area.

References

BEAMAN,M. & GALEA,C. 1974. The visible migration of raptors over the Maltese Islands.
Ibis 116:419-431,

CRAMP,S. & SIMMONS,K.E.L. (eds.) 1980. The Eirds of the Western Palearctic, Vol.ll. Oxford
University Press : Oxford.

DE LUCCA,C. 1969. A Revised Checklist of the Birds of the Maltese Islands, Classey :
Middlesex.

SULTANA,J. & GAUCI,C. 1982. A New Guide to the Birds of Matta. The Ornithological Society:
Valletta.

THAKE ,M.A. 1977. Synoptic scale weather and Honey Buzzard migration across the central
Mediterranean. Il-Merill 18:19-25.

THAKE,M_ A, 1978 a. Some aspects of Hobby migration over Buskett. Il-Merill! 19:1-4.

THAKE,M.A. 1978 b. Raptors feeding while on migration over Buskett, Il-Merill 19:7-8.

THAKE ,M.A. 1980. Gregarious behaviour among migrating Honey Buzzards. Ibis 122:500-505.

THAKE,M.A. 1981, Autumn migration of the Horey Buzzard through Malta in relation fo
weather. II-Merill 21:31-17.

THAKE ,M.A, in prep. Kestrel.migration through Malfa in autumn in relation to weather.
Riv.Ital.Ornit.

M.A.Thake - 169 Fleur de Lys Rd., B'Kara, Malta.

THE GIANT MALTESE SWAN

E. MARJORIE NORTHCOTE

The Maltese Swan Cygnus falconeri Parker was evidently widespread in Malta in the
past. Remains of this bird have been recovered from Zebbug, Ghar Dalam, Mnajdra, Tal-
Gnien and other localities (Parker 1865, 1869; Lydekker 1890, 1891; Bate 1916; Northcote
1982). They are stored in the British Museum (Natural Hisfory), London, University Museum
of Zoology, Cambridge, England and the National Museum of Natural Hisfory, Mdina.

Adams (1870) described the excavation of a typical deposit containing these bones.
Beneath a surface layer of earth was matfrix confaining remains of the Maltese Swan and
other bird species, including the Maltese Crane Grus melitensis, one large and two pygmy
species of elephant, a giant dormouse species and two species, one of them gigantic, of
fresh water furtle (nearby, Adams found pygmy hippopotamus associated with this fauna).
The ossiferous layer was only a few feet in depth and it appeared probable, as Adams con-
sidered, that all fThe bones were deposited within a short ftime-span. 1 coutd find no
countable pollen in the deposit that could be used for dating purposes. Pygmy elephant
bones have been found in Sicily,and Sondaar (1971} considered them fo be characteristic of
the Last Interglacial. Sicily was probably joined to Malfa at that time, in which case the
Maltese Swan, that was found associated with these elephants, should also be assigned to
this Interglacial. VYan der Hammen, Wijmstra & Zagwijn (1971) and Mangerud, Sonstegaard &
Sejrup (1979) suggested dates c. 125000 ago Tor lhis period.

By comparing bones of Maltese Swans with those of recent swans, | have shown, alse-
where, that they were unlike those of Mute Swans Cygnus olor but resembled those of
6

scaled-up Whocper Swans C.c.cygnus or Bewick's Swans C.c. bewickii (Northcote 1982).

Using this atlometry, | employed carefully tested scaling formulae to estimafe the weight
and wing span of Malfese Swans based on tarsometfatarsus measurements in them and in
Whooper Swans. Since that study. further Maltese Swan specimens (collected by Bate, chief-
Ly from tal-Gnien, in fthe 1930s, BM(NH) unregistered) have become available. New estimates
incorporating these are given here.

McMahon's (]973,1875% theory of elastic similarity predicts that bone length = a
constant (K) x weight 225 i Whooper Swans mean tarsometatarsus length = 118.18 mm and
mean weight = 9.72 kg (Northcote 1981) so that K = 66.77. Mean length of this bone in
Maltese Swans = 136.6 * 3.30 mm; n = 6; range, 133.3 - 141.0 mm. Therefore,mean weight of
Maltese Swans = 17.5 kg. McMahon's _theory of elastic similarity also predicts that bone
width = a constant (K) x weight 0-375, In Whooper Swans mean tarsometatarsus width =

8.24 mm (Northcote 1981) so that K = 3.51. Mean width of this bone in Maltese Swans =
10.08 = 0.48 mm; n = 17; range, 7.0 ~ 11.3 mm. Therefore, mean weight of Maltese Swans =
16.7 kg. Alexander (1971) showed that wing span = a constant (K) x weight“¥--7. in

Whooper Swans wing span = 2.18 - 2.43 m (Cramp & Simmons 1977) so that K = 1. Therefore,
wing span of Maltese Swans = 3.0 m.

A fragment of Maltese Swan cranium included the supraorbital depression that housed
the salt gland (Northcote 1982). The size of this gland is directly retated to the amount
of salt imbibed with the food (Humphrey & Clark 1964). in Maltese Swans, the gland was
evidently very small; certainly it was smaller than in other northern hemisphere swan
species (Northcote 1982), all of whichoften feed on brackish water. Presumably, Maltese
Swans regularly fed further inland than them and away from the sea. The ratio (length of
middie digit of the toe (99 mm, Northcote 1982)/length of tarsometatarsus) in Maltese
Swans = 0,72. This is much lower than in Whooper or Bewick's Swans (viz. 1.26 and 1.19
respectively). Relatively shorfer toes suggest greater ease in walking (Charig 1972);
other features of the leg of Maltese Swans also suggest this (Northcote 1982),

In summary, then, Maltese Swans weighed c. 17 kg, had c. 3 m wing span, fed inland
and were more terrestrisl in their habits than other swans. Theé 3 m wing span of Malfese
Swans would have Limifed their manceverability, indeed at c. 17 kg they were probably
flightless since the largest flying birds such as Kori Bustard Ardeotis kori and
Californian Condor Gymnogyps californianus have a maximum weight ¢. 14 kg. During the tast
Interglacial Malta supported a homogeneously lush flora and there were no large predators
(Northcote 1982). Thus flight was unnecessary for feeding, mating or escaping. Furthermore
reduced flight and Larger size have the advantage of greater economy (Schmidi-Nielsen 1973).

Johnsgard {1974) considers that, in general, differences between Bewick's and
Whooper Swans are predicafable results of allometric growth effects and | have shown that
they conform fo the same allometric scaling formuiae (Northcote 1982). According to
Johnsgard (1974), a Eurasian swan produced the smaller, more northern Bewick's and the
targer, more southern Whooper Swan. | suggest that fthere was an even larger, even more
southern form that evolved info Maltese Swan. (This must have happened comparatively re-
cently; the area of which the Maltese islands are now a fragment became a land surface
only during the Pliocene, Zammit-Maempel 1977). Allometric effects of large size would
have obliged ancestors of Maltese Swans to become sedentary and this allowed selection
processes fo adapt them to exploit the inland flora. As inland grazers, Maltese Swans
would have occupied a specialised niche. The end of the Inferglacial brought rather rapid
environmental changes (Chartesworth 1957; Starkel 1977). Their sedentary and specialised
habits were probably the reason why Maltese Swans could not survive these changes and be-—
came extinct.
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EVIDENCE FOR THE EXISTENCE OF A LEADING LINE EFFECT IN
HONEY BUZZARD MIGRATION THROUGH MALTA

M. A. THAKE

The effect of leading lines in raptor migration is well known, and is thought fo be
one reason for the large concentrations of raptors which occur at the narrows at both
seasons. Recent analyses of the extensive observations carried out at Falsterbo has led to
the elaboration of a model which relates the leading line effect to weather phenomena, es-
pecially wind (Alerstam 1978). Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus migration through Malta in
autumn is thought to be subject to similar leading line effects, albeit on a much smaller
scale (Thake 1981). The effect is thought to increase in strength as the afterncon prog-
resses. lIncreasing sirength of the southerly (confrary) component of surface wind strength
is also thought to induce more birds fo fellow the coast rather than commence migration
over the sea immediately. Some evidence for the exisience of a leading line effect in
Malta i1s presented below.

Methods

Data obtfained in 1976 provide the material on which this paper is based. The observa-
tion methods were described elsewhere (Thake 1977,1980). The observations were made seve~
ral years before the present hypothesis was concelved and could not have been in any way
influenced by expectation.

Reésults and discussion

I'f Honey Buzzards choose between migrating over the sea immediately and following the
coast, the scatier of headings is expected toc be bimodal. Figure 1 shows some birds head-
out to sea due SW -~ 5, and others following the coast by heading SE. The scatter diagram
of headings of single birds shows the expected bimodality, but no satisfactory statistical
test of this could be devised.

A coasting movement due SE should increase the rate at which flocks of Honey Buzzards
are encountered, as the birds in question are flying obliquely to the stream of migrants,
and flocking is expected to occur more frequently. Hence, larger flocks are expected to
show a more pronounced tendency to fly SE. This is depicted in Figure 2.

Fig.2. Scatter diagram of headings of
flocks of four or more Honey Buzzards.
R*' = .6797 ; 6 = 159.000

The direction of the resultant vector

Fig.l. Scatter diagram of headings of for singles (Fig.l) lies outside the

single Honey Buzzards. Headings of birds 95% confidence limits for @'. The more
sighted before 1700 CET were estimated rigorous Watson and Williams two sample
(£10°) by reference to known compass test is not applicable because the two

concentration coefficients differ sig-

points. R = .6165; 0 = 174.36°
nificantly (p <.05).

These results strongly suggest that some Honey Buzzards follow the coast. Direct evi-
dence that contrary winds increase the fraction following the coast would onty be obtain-
able from a much larger sample of directional dats than that at my disposal.
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COLD FRONTS AND HONEY BUZZARD MIGRATION ACROSS LARGE
BODIES OF WATER

M. A, THAKE

Some unusually large falls of Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus have coincided with the
approach of fronts. Such situations are discussed below.

Following observations in Malta by Gibb (1951), Brown and Amadon (1969) suggested
that Honey Buzzards might utilise the thermals which precsde fronts in order to cross the
Mediterranean. In relation to this hypothesis, the use of frontal thermals by a single
White Stork Ciconia ciconia is of interest. This bird was seen utilising thermals below
convective cloud in a very weak front which crossed the islands on the 2nd September 1976.
The bird drifted downwind as it proceeded zlong the front. The reqular use of fronts by
migrant soaring birds attempting fo cross the Mediterranean is unlikely. The dangers of
using an active front have been pointed out elsewhere (Thake 1977). Morecver, the birds in
question would be driffed several hundred kilometres eastward, as they would be unable fo
correct for drift while using the front.

Recent observations in Malta have produced three separate instances where approach of
a frontal system was associated with unusually high totals (1/10/73, 19/9/74, 11/9/76). A
few other less marked cases occur. |n each case, the raptors were seen well hefore the ar-
rival of the front. On each of these occasions, the highest totals were logged at Buskett,
as usual. A characteristic of such falls hcwever, was the fact that sizable totals were
also recorded elsewhere, principally on the higher ground of west Malta but also further
north.

A synopfic chart for one of these dates is shown in Figure 1, which itlustrates the
approach of a front on the 1st October 1973, when 410+ raptors (including 320+ Honey Buz-
zards) were recorded. The front was very stow moving and was slowed down still furiher by
the development of frontal waves. Anticyctonic conditions over the Central Mediterranean
were replaced by Sirocco (Xlokk) conditions later in the day due to +the development of a
lee depression on the front, south of the Atlas mountains. Thus on the 1st October the sea
breezes which were prevalent in the morning were gradually supplanted by a south south
easterly gradient wind which increased in strength throughout the day. The position of the
front did not change appreciably in the course of the day.

The interpretation of these high totals remains unclear. Basically, thHe high fotals
could be due to some effect of the southerly winds generated by the approach of the front,
or to the birds’ fear of the approaching front. Four distinct possibilities exist. it
should be noted that these possibilities are not mutually exclusive and all may occur to a
certain extent.

(1) Honey Buzzards respond to the increased strength of the contrary wind by following
the coast to a greater extent than usual. The large totals at Buskett would thus be due to
an accentuated leading line effect. The fact that many Honey Buzzards are also sesn in the
north of Malta on such occasions seems to contradict this hypothesis.

(2) A contrary gradient wind over the Sicilian channel slows down the stream of mig-
rants, which arrive in the vicinity of Malta later in the day, when they are less willing
to embark on a second sea crossing. An implicit assumption in this argument is that the
distribution of intensity of migration with time of day is shifted earlier with raspect to
the distribution of sightings at Busketf. This assumption is reasonable but there is no
evidence fo support it.

(3) A contrary wind over the Sicilian channel increases the proporfion of Honsy Buz-
zards which converge on the islands. Very little is known about convergence on the is-
lands. There is some evidence that differential convergence is not responsible for the day
to day variation of totals (Thake 1981). Convergence might, however, occur on a scale
small enough not to be affected by day to day changes in visibility.

(4) Honey Buzzards recognise approaching fronts by the presence of a cloud bank due
west, accompanied by a southerty wind which is increasing in sirength. It would be uneco-
nomical of both time and energy for Honey Buzzards to flee from every cloud bank which ap-
pears on the horizon. Having established that a front is approaching, they make for the
nearast land. This hypothesis is weakened by the fact that in some cases (see Fig.1) the
front in question was probably too distant fo be seen by the birds.
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Fig.l. Synoptic chart for 0000 GMT on the 2nd October 1973, approximately 7 hours after
the end of a large passage of Honey Buzzards. The dashed line shows the position of the
principal front at 0000 GMT on the 30th September. Drawn from the THglischer Wetterbericht
kindly supplied by the Deutscher Wetterdienst.

According to a recent modet of flocking (Thake 1980) a decrease in the motivation fo
migrate should result in an increased flock size due to increased flocking. Atl the above
possibilities envisage a reduction in the motivation to migrate and increased flocking
would be expecied 1o occur, if the model is realistic. The anomalously high flock size
observed on such occasions is difficult to explain in any other way. The explanation of-
fered in a previous paper (Thake 1977) cannot account for the other cases under discus-—
sion.

Further observations are reguired in spring, when the southerlies ahead of the ap-
proaching front would be tail winds. [f high totals are also recorded in such situations,
this would represent a response to the front and not to confrary winds. Malta is perhaps
unsuitable for such an investigation because of the meagre spring passage. Observation
from Pantelleria covering several spring migrations are clearly required, preferably in
conjunction with observations at Cap Bon. Pantelleria experiences a much more Intense
spring passage than Malta.

Our present knowiedge might be summarised as follows : When a cold fronf approaches a
well developed anticyclone over the central Mediterranean at around mid-day, high totals
of Honey Buzzards are recorded. Although there is evidence that normal migration is being
disrupted, it is not clear whether this is due to discovery of the front by the birds, or
to some effect of the southerly winds which precede the front.
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MOULT AND BIOMETRICS OF CORN BUNTINGS . IN.MALTA

CHARLES GAUC! & JOE SULTANA

Introduction and Methods

Corn Buntings Miliaria calandra are rathe- difficult birds to capture by mist-netting.
The ferrain which they frequent is usually exposed providing no cover fo the nets., Even
when they are netted many birds fly out of the small mesh nets employed in Malta.

While in England relatively large numbers have been captured in winter, either at
roosts (e.g. Boddy and Blackburn 1978) or during hard weather (e.g. Follows 1969), in
Malta the best trapping time is in June, July and August when Corn Buntings congregate
near water-holes to drink. At this time of year Corn Buntings, both adults and birds of
the year, are in moult and 53 mouli cards have been filled between 1977 and 1981. Mcst
birds were caught at Wied il-Lug, Buskett on hot days with low humidity when dew was ab-
sent. On such occasions birds started arriving about half an hour after sunrise. Corn
Buntings are always very wary and catches were always very small - usually one to four
birds, occasionally six. Much fewer birds have been caught at other times of the year but
in 1980, 34 Corn Buntings were caught at Ghadira between mid-September and mid-Novemoer
when the birds appeared to be feeding on the seeds of Salsola soda.

Most birds caught had their wing length measured (maximum chord) fo the nearest 0.5mm
and were weighed to the nearest 0.1 g on Pesola balances. Most wing lengths have been
recorded by four ringers and a few short-term refraps indicate a degree of accuracy in
measurement fo within X 1 mm. Moult was recorded in the standard way (Snow 1967).

Wing-length and Weight

Svensson (1975) has concluded that wing-length is exiremely helpful in sexing Corn
Buntings, giving ranges of 96.5 - 105 mm (n=27) for males and 88 - 96 (n=9) for females.
Follows (1969), who measured and weighed 103 Corn Buntings caught in a single day, sugges-—
ted that birds with wing-lengths = 95 mm and weight > 45 g were males and birds with
wing—tength < 95 mm and weight =< 46 ¢ were females. However, 116 birds measured in Por-
tugal by Mead (Svensson 1975) did not fall into two clear categories. Prys-Jones (1976),
who compared published data on Corn Buntings from a variety of sources, agreed with
Follows and thought that the belief fhat a considerable overlap existed in wing-length
between the sexes was due to wrongly sexed specimens. Boddy and Blackburn (1978) have
measured and weighed nearly 300 birds over a five-year period at a Nottinghamshire roost
in winter and obtained very similar results to Foltows'. They proposed that birds with
wing-lengths > 397 mm or with wing-lengths between 95 and 97 mm and a weight of 54 g or
more were males, and birds with wing-lengths < 95 mm or with wing-lengths befween 95 and
97 mm and a weight of 44 g or less were females.

Birds measured and weighed in Malta have been divided info three categories :
a. Jjuveniles (April - September); b. breeding adults (March - mid-June); and c. full-
grown birds other than juveniles (mid-June - February). Wing-lenaths (sexes not differen—
tiated but sex ratios appeared uniform in fhe three groups) are given in Table 1.

l TABLE I : Wing-lengths of Corn Buntings in Malta.

i Sample | Mean Range sd
Juveniles 39 85.% |78 — 94 [ 4.25
adults 38 91.8 {81 - 101 |4.61 f
fuli-grown| 45 | 92.5 |85.3- 105 | 4.69 ‘,‘
l |

Wing-lengths of breeding birds were slightily shorter than those of full-grown b'rds buf
there was no statistical difference (+=0.681, NS). The slight difference is almost cer—
tainly due to feather abrasion. Juvenile wing-Lengths were significantly shorter than
wing-lengths of full-grown birds (+=7,385, P<0.001).

The distribution of wing-length anc weight in fhe three categories is shown in Figs.
t=3. in all three cafegories weight was positively correlated with wing-tength showiné
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that sexes differ In mean weight in all age classes :
Juveniles : r=0.7020, P<0.001
full-grown : r=0.7644, P<0.00!
adults : r=0.7587, P<0.001

Wing-length distribution in post~juveniles and adults (Fig. 4) is broadly similar fo
those published by Follows (1969) and Boddy and Blackburn (1978) though overall wing-
lengths of local birds appear to be somewhat shorter. The 'female' median, at 91 mm, is
1 mm shorter than in the fwo sfudies cited, the infermodal point (96 mm) agrees exactly
with' Boddy and Blackburn, and the 'male' median is 2 mm and 3 mm shorfer respectively. The
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larger amount of 'females' in the sample is probably more due to the fact that 'males’
tend to free themselves more easily from mist-nets, than fo polygamy, though at Ghadira,
where many of the birds were trapped, a male often has up to three females breeding on its
terrifory (Sultana & Gauci 1982).

The pattern of weights (Fig. 5) shows no clear cut sexual distinction. Local birds are
also substantially lighter than British birds.

Sexual Identification

Based on wing-lengths and weights of breeding adults (many of which were sexed on ac-
count of the presence of an incubation patch) it is suggested that the following criteria
be used for sexing post-juvenile Corn Buntings in Matta

Males : Birds with wing-length > 94 mm and weight > 44 g.

Females : Birds with wing-length < 94 mm and weight < 44 g.

This study has shown that though juvenile male Corn Buntings have longer wing-lengths
and a proportionally heavier weight than juvenile females, the distinction is less clear
than in adults and post-juveniles. On the data available it appears that from April to
early September (i.e. up to the termination of moult) juveniles can be sexed thus :

Male : Any bird with a wing-length of or greater than 88 mm and weighing over 40 g.

Female : Any bird with a wing-length of 87 mm or less and weighing less than 40 g.

The small proportion of both juvenile and post-juvenile birds falling into the inter-
mediate region should not be sexed.

Moult

Corn Buntings belong fo the group of passerines in which first year birds undergo a
complete post-juvenile moult. Flight feathers are moulted in the usual passerine pattfern -
primaries descendantly and secondaries ascendantly. Of 53 moulting birds examined 10 were
adutts, 33 juveniles and 10 could not be aged. Only one (a juvenile) was retrappec during
the course of its moult and the time elapsed between ringing and retrap was of only seven
days. When scoring primary moutf, the minute outer (10th) primary was ignored, so that
score 45 indicated completed primary moult.
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Primary scores are plotted against date in Fig.6. The data indicate that adults are
the first to start moult, moutt commencing in June, probably immediately following the
termination of breeding. Onset of moult in juveniles appears to be spread over a period of
about 40 days from Late June to early August but moult scores are fairly compactly
grouped. A regression analysis of juvenile moult scores. therefore provides a reasonable
measure of the mean duration of moutt. This analysis estimates a mean daily increase of
score of 0.57 per day and a duration of 79 days assuming that, overatl, mouit score in-
creases more or tess linearly with time. An analysis of the ten adult moult scores gives a
closely similar mean daily increase of score of 0.58 per day and a duration of 77.5 days.
Most Corn Buntings have finished moulting by mid-September and very few will still be in
moutt at the end of that month.

Acknowledgements
Thanks are due to those ringers who netted and measured Corn Buntings.

Fig.6. Primary score v
date for Corn Buntings
caught in moult. Triangles
show adult birds (solid
triangles = males, open 204
triangles = females), cir-
cles show juveniles and
squares unaged birds.The
two open squares as well
as all adults have been 104
omitted from the regres-
sion analysis. The small
line joins a retrap of the L
same individual. Fitted
equation $=0.57T7 - 15.95,
day 1 = 1 June, r=0.83.
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Summary

This study shows that juvenile Corn Burftings have statistically significant shcrter
wing-lengths than adulfs. Males are larger at all ages. A large number of birds can be
sexed on wing-length and weight. Corn Buntings complete moult in an average of 79 days
between June and September.
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SHORT NOTES

OCCURRENCE OF A HYBRID SWALLOW X HOUSE MARTIM.

A strange looking hirundine showing some characteristics of a Swallow Hirundo rustica
as well as some of a House Martin Delichon urbica was trapped while ringing hirundines at
tunz jata Valley, Gozo on 9th May 1982,

The bird had a House Martin's tail but which was more deeply forked. The forehead and
throat were similar to those of a Swallow but the general shape of the head suggesfed a°
House Martin. The white belly was washed with a warm pinkish colour while the mantle and
back were metallic blue. i{ts white rump was half the size of a House Martin's and had some
brownish-black blotches. The tarsi were covered with white feathers but not as thickly as
in a normat House Martin. The wing length (maximum chord) was 117 mm and the weight 16.8a.

C. Vansteenwegen, who recorded a similar hybrid paired and breeding with & normal fe~
male Swallow in Brabant Wallon (Belgium) in 1980, cites 30 instances where simitar hy-
brids had bsen recorded, the first in 1869, (Nidification d'un hybride présumé entre
L'Hirondelle de Fenetre Delichon urbica et l'Hirondelle de Cheminée Hirundo rustica. Le
Gerfaut 71 : 611-615. 1981). Besides these, two more have been recorded : one in the Fede-
ral Republic of Germany (N.J. Ungeahntfe Seitensprurige., Vogel 7(2) : 23. 1975) and the
other on 7th June 1981 at Kége, south of Copenhagen, Denmark (Fugle 2(3) : 47, 1982).

Not all birds were identical but most agreed with the descripfion of the bird ringed af
Lunz jate.

Photos of the hybrid occurring on migration in Malta were shown to various ornitholo-
gists including H.E. Axell, R, Ertel and K. Hansen as well as fo the members of Ii-Merill's
Editorial board. R, Ertel and K, Hansen kindly brough! to the alfention of the editorial
board the two last mentioned overseas records.

John Grech
J.G. - 12,8ir Paul Boffa St., Victoria, Gozo, Malta.
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BLACK-EARED WHEATEAR - NEW BREEDING RECORD FOR MALTA.

On 4th July 1982 we visited Ta' Zuta fo check a report by Joe Grima, who had seen a
pair of Oenanthe sp. there on 26th June.

On arriving on the edge of the cliff overtooking Fawwara, above a large sloping area
covered with boulders of mixed sizes, a whife-throated male of the easfern race of the
Black-cared Wheatear Oenanthe hispanica melanoleuca started calling alarmingly, flying
about excitedly, while carrying food in its beak. The alarm calls increased as we climbed
down towards the rubble slope. We went further down below the slope from where we could
see the male bringing food from the rocky area above the cliffs. 11 was carrying food fo
at least two spots amongst the boulders which made us realise that it had fledged young.
At one time one was heard calling from beneath a boulder at the approach of the male with
food.

Next day (5th July) we visited the area again. We soon discovered why we had only seen
the mate the previous day. We found the corpse of fthe female which had been dead for at
least five days. The bird had been shot, one lead pellet having penefrated the skutl. The
male and young had moved to about 300 m away. The male was seen carrying food to fthree
different spots suggesting that it was accompanied by three fledged young.

Joe Grima reporfed again fo us that on 22nd July he saw & male and two full grown
young at il-Qaws, 5 km fo the NW of Fawwara.

The Black-sared Wheatear is generally a scarce spring migrant, seen up to mid-May with
occasional records inJune. |1 isscarcer inautumn, Both the nominate race and melanoleuca
occur.

Joe Sultana & Charles Gauci

7.5. - Sciberras Flats / 3, Fleur-de-Lys Junction, B'Kara, Malta.
c.G. - Skylark, Targa Gap Estate, Mosta, Malta.

HOUSE MARTIN - NEW BREEDING SPECIES FOR MALTA.

The House Martin Delichon urbica is a common migrant in spring and aufumn with a few
birds sometimes occurring during the rest of the year, particularty in winter.

Throughout the day, on 7th June 1981, 3 House Martins were notfed prospecting for a
nesting site under the balcony of a villa at Attard. Although they were not seen there the
following day, 6 birds were found prospecting for nesting sites at buitldinds in the main
square of Mosta. The prospecting continued until the 13th June when the birds disappeared.
However, 4 birds refurned a week later and 2 nests were built under one of the balconies
of the building facing Mosta Church. In early August each nest contained 3 young. Adults
and young deserted the area by the 3rd week of August. On 15th Augusi, the day when the
village feast is celebrated, the birds suffered from great disturbance when fireworks were
let off even from the balcony where they were resting.

The following year the birds did not return at Mosta but on 7th June 1982 3 House Mar-
tins were seen chasing each other in the square in front of the Cathedral at Mdina. One
of the birds was also seen frequently settling beneath the clock on the right side of the
Cathedral's facade. Later in the day 2 birds started building & nest at the same spot. Twe
days later the nest was nearly complete. The mud was being coliected from a reservoir
which was dug amongst fields ca. 300 m to the east of theMdinaBastions. On 15th June an-
other pair, one of which had t to 2 primaries missing on the right wing, was noted pros-
pecting under the other clock, but both birds deserted the area ftwo days later. However,
the third unmated House Martin was still frequentty seen about. By the end of the follow-
ing month af teast ftwo young had left the nest which was used again to raise a second
brood. On 19th September both adults, as well as two other juveniles from the second brood
were seen on the wing together and in the evening allt four were noted going in the nest to
roost. At least two birds were stitl using the nest to roost on 3rd October.

Meanwhile on a visit to the istet of Filfla on 7th August 1982 a pair of House Martins
were seen flying about. Surprisingly fthey were found breeding. The nest was in a small
round hole, possibly made by a rocket when Filfla was used for bombing practices, in a
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huge boulder. The birds partly blocked the hole by clay as in a form of balcony (see photo
below). 1t was 3 metres above the ground and ca. 10 metres away from the seawater's edage.
It contained a young bird and an addted egq. incidentally one of fhe adult birds had two
of its primaries on its right wing damaged, similar to the one noted at Mdina on 15th
June.

Our thanks are due to Mario V. Gauci who found the House Martins at Mdina in 1982 and
who kept regutar observations on the pair breeding there. A report on the first two pairs
breeding at Mosta in 1981 has already appeared in 'A New Guide to the Birds of Malta’
(1982) by the same writers.

Joe Sultana & Charles Gauci

J.S. = Sciberras Flats / 3, Fleur-de-Lys Junction, B'Kara, Malta.
C.G. - Skylark, Targa Gap Estate, Mosta, Malta.

Tﬁe House Martig'swnévs;i;wgqﬂ E;lfia (photo : H.E. Axell).

FAM-TAILED WARBLER ATTACKING A WEASEL.

A note on the aqgressive behaviour of the Fan-Tailed Warbler Cisticola juncidis has
appeared in Il-Merill No. 19 p.19 (1977-78). It included an incident when a femate was
seen attacking a snake Coluber viridiflavus.

At 0800 hrs on 5th July 1981, at Wied 'i-Lua, a female Fan-tailed Warbler was seen
carrying a small dragonfly in its beak and from its anfics it indicated that it had a nest
with young or fledged young in the vicinity. After perching on a fennel sfalk abcut 1.5 m
above the ground, 1t suddenly fook off utferring scolding notes, and repeatedly dived
amongst the low vegetation on *the ground as if affacking something. Three fledged younag
were noted scattering in atl directions anc a weasel Mustela nivalis was seen running
about trying to cafch them.

Raymond Calea

R.G. - Sunview, Potters St., B'Kara, Malta.

PINE BUNTING - AN ADDITION TO THE LIST OF THE BIRDS OF MALTA

In fthe span of one week, two first-year male Pine Buntings Emberiza leucocephala, a
species which had not been previously recorded in Malta, occurred in autumn 1982; the
first at Mizieb on 31st October and the other at Bahrija on S5th November. They were taken
by a shooter and a frapper respectively.

The writers were requested to identify fthe specimens. Both birds had white crown
feathers which were partly concealed by dark brown central sireaks. The cheeks were white
surrounded by a chestnut mask. The chin and throat feathers were chestnut-brown with.white
tips. The underparts were whife with the breast and flanks streaked brown. The upperparts,
including the wings, were chestnut streaked black and dark brown, The chestnut rump
feathers were tipped white. The tail was dark brown with fthe outer tail feathers having-a
white V pattern on the inner web. Their wing-lengths were 89 mm and 95 mm respectively.

The Pine Bunting has an eastern and central Asiatic range, which in ceniral and wes-
tern Siberia overlaps with the eastern breeding range of the.Yeltowhammer Emberiza citri-
nella. Where they overlap hybridization between these fwo species occurs, White the
Yel lowhammer is mainly sedentary, the east Asiatic Pine Bunting is & migrant, wintering
from lran to China (Voous, K,H, Atlas of European Birds - 1960).

The Maltese name chosen is Durrajsa Rasha Bajda.

Raymond Testa, Natalino Fenech & Raymond Galea

R.T. = Blk. B, Flat 4, Corradino Rd., Paola, Malta.
N.F. - 35 Main St., Attard, Malta.
R.G. - Sunview, Pope Urbanus VIII St., B'Kara, Malta.

THE PECTORAL SANDPIPER - NEW RECORD TO MALTA,

The Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos s an accidental visitor from North America
to Europe and N.W. Africa. In recent years It has been recorded annually in the:Azores,
treland and Britain (Cramp. S. & Simmons, K.E.L. (eds) (1981) The Birds of the Western
Patearctic Vol. (1),

In Matlta it made Its first appearance on 1sf May 1982 when one was sighted in the
vicinity of Marsaxlokk Bay. The bird was quite tame. When it was approached closely it
tooked Llike an overgrown Dunlin C.alpina in winter plumage and in flight it was remini-
scent of a Reeve Philomachus pugnax. The bird, a male, was shot on the fotlowing morning
when it was still In the same area.

On close examination the specimen had a white chin and a heavily mottled breast which
terminates abruptly to leave a pure white betly. The under tail coverts were alsc white
and it had some fine sireaking on the flanks. A faint eye-stripe is notiteable on the
slightly mottled whitish face. The crown was mottled blackish-brown but the almost similar
back was a litfle more brownish. The wings were dark with brownish coverts and the centre
of the rump black with white on both sides. The sharply pointed tail had blackish-brown
central feathers with the rest being dark grey.

Measurements : Wing 134 mm; bill (to feathering) 29 mm; and tarsus 33 mm. The Maitese
name chosen is Begazzina Amerikana.

Although the bird was first sighted in the afternoon one must assume that it had ar-
rived in the morning when we had an exceptional migration of waders, turtle doves and
falcons, especially Kestrels. The day had dawned with a moderate NNE wind with an overcast
sky.

Alfred Vassallo

A.V, - Fredor, Giuzeppina Curmi St., Zejtun, Malta.

MARSH HARRIERS ROOSTING IN TREES.

The Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus, like other Circus spp., always spends the night
on the ground, often roosting communally. (Cramp,S. & Simmons, K.E.L. (eds) (1979) The
Birds of fthe Western Palearctic Vol. 1),
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While watching migrating birds of prey on the afternoon of the 27th September 1981 the
wind (force 3-4) veered from south east to south west. The general prevailing conditions
that day were misty with low clouds. A total of 29 Marsh Harriers was observed on the move
after 1730 hrs.

At 1800 hrs an adult male, out of a flock of ten, circled down above the wood and when
a few metres away flapped fo an Aleppo Pine where it setiled to roost. The rest of the
flock moved away, probably due to disturbance from gun-shots in other parts of the Buskett
area. About ten minutes later another 9 Marsh Harriers appeared and another individual
descended in & similar manner as the previous bird to roost in a different Aleppo Pins
grove. The other birds kept circling above the grove but were not always visible due to the
poor light conditions. Whether or not the rest of the flock descended to roost in the
trees could not be ascertained.

Saviour Balzan & Natalino Fenech

n

.B. - Villa Strakham, Scythe St., Misrah Kola, Attard, Malta.
V.F. = 35, Main St., Attard, Malta.

=

CORY'S SHEARWATER FEEDING ON DOGFISH'S LIVER.

While out at sea with some fishermen on 7th March 1981 we caught a large Great Spotted
Dogfish Scyliorhinus stellaris. We decided to cook the fish and after cleaning it we threw
the Liver overboard. There were no shearwafers in sight at that particutar moment but very
shortly about s dozen Cory's Shearwaters Calonectris diomedea were spotted flying in line
towards us flapping their wings continuously. The first to arrive swallowed the first
piece of liver, which must have been at least 20 cm in length, and in no time at all the
remaining pieces were all taken by some of the other bircs. By this fime other Cory's
Shearwaters were flying towards the area from every direction, |t is surprising how quick=~
ly the oily liver was detected, either by smell or by sight.

The north Atlantic race borealis is said fo scavenge offal, particularty oily substan-
ces from fishing vessels (Cramp, S, & Simmons, K.E.L. (eds) (1977) The Birds of the Wesi—
ern Palearctic Vol 1),

The writer was informed by the same fishermen that they never witnessed shearwaters
taking fishing baif which consisted of dead fish. Occasicnally the wrifer has seen Cory's
Shearwaters unsuccessfully chasing flying fish Cypselurus heterurus while they fly out of
the water,

Alfred Vassallo
Z.V. - Fredor, Giuzeppina Curmi St., Zejtun, Malta.

Ed. Note : A fisherman has Informed us that both the Cory's Shearwater, as well as the
Manx Shearwafer Puffinus puffinus regularly take fish offal,

FAN-TAILED WARBLER PATROL CALLS.

While bird-watching ir Sicily at the Ganzirri (Messina) on the 7th May, 1983, at the
Simefe and on the outskirts of Catania on the 9th May, 1983, it was noted tnat the patrol
calls of the Fan-tailed Warbler Cisticola juncidis were much more frequent and of a lower
pitch than those of the Fan-tailed Warbler found in Malta. However, no difference was
noted in the alarm catlls of the birds. On all occasions the birds were observed auite
closely.

It would be interesting if more comparative studies are made on this subject.
Alfred E. Baldacchino & Matalino Ferech

A.E.B. - Kestrel in Melita House, Notary Zarb St., Attard, Malta.
N.F. ~ 35,Main St., Attard, Malta.
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SOME NOTES ON BREEDING SPECIES FOR 1982.

1982 turned out fo be quite remarkable for breeding records of certain species as well
as for the absence of others. Apart from the fwo pairs of House Martins Pelichon urbica
and the new breeding record of the Black-eared Wheatear Oenanthe hispanica (both reported
elsewhere in this issue) other scarce species were also recorded nesting.

Three pairs of Spotted Flycatchers Muscicapa striata bred at Buskett, each raising two
broods and fledging. a total of 12 young. in previous years only up to fwo pairs had been
recorded in one season. The Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator bred at 2 localities. A pair
nested in a carob tree at Ghaxag and raised 4 young which fledged in tne third week of
July. A female with 3 fledged young was also present in earty July at .Burmarrad. Two pairs
of Serlins Serinus serinus bred at Buskett and af least one pair raised three young. The
adults were seen feeding 3 fledged young with Ulmus sp. seeds on 7th May.

On the other hand Ta' Cenc CiLiffs lost its pair of Peregrine Falcons Falco peregrinus.
The birds were not seen there in spring and we were later informed that both birds were
shot in February from a seacraft from below the cliffs., The Barn Owl Tyto alba , too, has
not been recorded breeding. Although a pair was noted present in late July and early
August in one locality there has been no sign of breeding, In fact none were seen or heard
when the locality was visited fwice at night in mid-August. Another pair was shot by rab-
bit hunters at Fomm~ir-Rih during summer.

The Spectacled Warbler Sylvia conspicillata, a fairly common breeding resident, has
recently declined drastically. The start of the dectine coincided with the relatively se-
vere winter of 1980/81 though this cannot be the cause of the decline as the species has
shown no sign of recovering. The following Table shows the number of nests located in five
selected areas which were regularly under observation throughout the five-years period
1978 - 1982.

Spectacled Warbler's nests

1978 1979 1980 1981 1982

Wied l-Isperanza 7 4 4 none none

I Ne. Chadwick Lakes 4 3 none none none

Rabat/Mtarfa 4 1 1 none none

Ghajn Rihana 4 iy none none none
Ta' Qali no obs. 48 44 16 6
Total 15 66 59 16 6

Joe Sultana & €harles Gauci

J.S. - Sciberras Flats / 3, Fleur~de-Lys Junction, B'Kara, Malta.
C.G. =~ Skylark, Targa Gap Bstate, Mosta, Malta.
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Systematic List for 1979 & 1980

compiled by
RICHARD CACHIA ZAMMIT

The two years covered by this systematic lList were relatively quiet, with a few small
falls occasionally during both migrations. {n this respect, 1980 was better since
spring migration in 1979 was very pcor while in 1980 there were at least two good days
when quite a good number of migrants were grounded.

232 species were recorded during the period under review, some of which are very rare or
vagrant to the Maltese Islands. Waders were ptentiful at Ghadira in 1980 when compared
to those recorded in 1979, but bird of prey migration was befter covered in 1979 than in
1980. Again no proper sea-bird watches were made. No new breeding species was recorded
during these years.

The regular contributors to the following two year list were : J. Attard Montalto,

J. Borg, D. Cachia, R. Cachia Zammit, V. Cilia, N. Fenech, R. Galea, 5. Gatt, C. Gauci,
J. Grima, J. Sultana and A. Vassallo.

Other contributors were : J. Azzopardi, A.E. Baldacchino, S. Balzan, G. & L. Blidberg,
G. Bonett, A. Fenech, C. Fenech, M.V. Gauci, B.K, German, J. Grech, D. Hanford,

A.B. Heath, E. Mangani, J. Perry, P. Portelli, D. Rushforth, R. Testa, M. Thake,

S. Thompson, M. Tulloch, F. Vassallo and L. Vella.

LITTLE GREBE Tachybaptus ruficollis Blongun Zgﬁir

1979 : 1 at Marsa on 7 Oct.
GREAT CRESTED GREBE Podiceps cristatus Blongun Prim
1979 : 1 In full breeding plumage taken off S.W, coast on 8 Mar.

1980 : Exceptionatly heavy passage off N.E. coast of Malta on 22-23 Nov, with 100+
recorded on 22nd, and 22 (1 flock) on 23rd.

BLACK-NECKED GREBE Podiceps nigricollis Blondun Sekond
1979 : 1 in breeding plumage at Benghisa Pt. on 1 May. 1-3 in Nov from 9th-21st.
1980 : 1 at Ghadira from 1-25 Nov when shot; then 1 on 12th and 2 on 18 Dec.

CORY'S SHEARWATER cCalonectris diomedea Ciefa

1979 : First seen on 25 Feb. Breeding along cliffs in usual numbers until Oct, when
a first year bird was last seen leaving its burrow on 23rd.

1980 : Not recorded until 8 Apr when 30+ off Comino, but colonies were not visited
in Mar. Bred in usual numbers.

S00TY SHEARWATER Puffinus griseus Garnija ta' [-Aflantiku
1979 : 1 taken offshore on 12 Nov.

MANX SHEARWATER Puffinus puffinus Garnija

1979 : Breeding in usual colonies from Feb to July.

1980 : Large numbers already visiting colonies by 6 Feb. Bred in usual numbers.

STORM PETREL Hydrobates pelagicus Kandu ta' Filfla

1979-80 : Breeding only on Filfla in usual numbers.

GANNET Sula bassana Suta

1979 : Singles on 5 days in Jan from 7th to 23rd.

1980 : Up to 5 on 3 days in Jan; 1 found dead on 10 feb and 1 off Gozo on 19 Mar.
Singles on 22-24 Oct, 4 on 3 Dec and singles on 27th and 30 Dec.

CORMORANT  Phalacrocorax carbo Margun

1979 : Singles on 9th and 14 Jan and on 10 Nov and 23 Dec.

1980 : 1 on 30 Jan and on 6 Apr. In autumn, 1-2 on 4 days in Oct from 5th, on 3 days
in Nov and once in Dec.

BITTERN Botaurus stellaris Kappun
1979 : 1 at Xaghra on 19 Apr.
1980 : 1 taken off S.W. coasi on 2 Apr.

LITTLE BITTERN Ixobrychus minutus Russett tas-Sigar

1979 : 1 on 12th, 5+ on 25th and again 1 on 28th, all in Apr. Only 1 autumn record:
1 at Girgenti on 4 Sep.

1980 : Very few scattered sightings of single birds from 8 Apr to 19 May.

NIGHT HERON WNycticorax nycticorax Kwakka

1979 : First 2 on 4 Mar, then on 2 more days from 9-25 Mar. Almost daity from
28 Mar to 12 Apr, with highest flock of 40+ on 10 Apr; then on 5 days from
20 Apr to 12 May, mainly singte figures but 36 on 1 May. In autumn on 11 days
from 19 Aug to 8 Oct, always in single or very low double figures - highest
40+ on 7 Sep.

1980 : On 6 days from 19 Mar to 16 Apr; single figures but 10+ on 30 Mar. Singtes
on 11 May and 6 Jul, and 2 on 16 Jul. In autumn on 7 days from 21 Aug to 8 Sep,
highest 80+ from 2 localities on 5 Sep, otherwise single to very low double
figures recorded. Flock of 85+ over Buskett on 27 Sep, 3 on 21 Oct and 2 on
2 Nov.

SQUACCO HERON Ardeola ralloides Agrett Isfar

1979 : Recorded only in spring; on 8 days from 1 Apr to 1 May, most records in last
week of Apr. Single figures, highest 5 on 24 Apr.

1980 : Sightings only in Apr: on 4 days from 7th to 19th, singles except for 4 on 13%h.

LITTLE EGRET Egretta garzetta Agrett abjad

1979 : Singles on 23rd and 29 Mar, then daily from 1-4 Apr, always in single figures.
1 on 12 Apr, then again seen freguently from 20 Apr fto 1 May. Largest flock
was of 60+ on 24 Apr. Onty 3 autumn records : 10+ on 24th and 16 on 30 Aug and

1 on 3 Oct.
1980 : Daily from 31 Mar te 7 Apr, highest being ¢.70 recorded from 6 locatities
on 6th, otherwise never exceeding a total of 15, 1-2 from 18-20 Apr and 1 on

11 May. On 5 scattered days in autumn from 30 Aug to 23 Oct, with lLongest gap
from 14 Sep fo 10 Oct. Largest flock was of 21 on 4 Sep.

GREAT WHITE EGRET Egretta alba Russett Abjad
1980 : 1 shot at Melliefia on 2 Apr.

GREY HERON Ardea cinerea Russett Griz

1979 : Recorded frequently from 1 Mar fo 13 Apr; mainly singles, otherwise never more
than 7. In May 1 on 1ist and 2 on 19th. On autumn migration, first 1 on 31 Jut,
then on 12 days from 29 Aug to 4 Nov; highest 38 on 29 Aug, otherwise never
more than 5.

1980 : Frequently seen from 13 Mar to 19 Apr; single figures except 30+ on 6 Apr. In
autumn on 4 days from 23 Aug to 11 Sep. 1-2 recorded but 5 on t1 Sep.
Singles on 2 Nov and 8 Dec.

PURPLE HERON Ardea purpurea Russett Afmar

1979 : 1-2 almost daily from 28 Mar fo 13 Apr, then singles on 29 Apr and 1 May. 1-2
on 3 days in Aug from 18th to 27th and 1 on 15 Sep. )

1680 : 7 on 31 Mar, then daily from 3-7 Apr. Heavy passage on 6 Apr wifth flocks of up
to 100 recorded from some localities. Highest 250+ seen from Sarraflu/Dwejra.
1-7 on 5 days from 16-26 Apr. Only fwo autumn records: singles on 4th and 28 Sep.

BLACK STORK Ciconia nigra C(ikonja Sewda
1979 : 3 on 19th and 2 on 20 Sep over Buskett, and 1 over Sta. Venera on 15 Oct.
1980 : 1 seen in several places on 16 Mar.

WHITE STORK Ciconia ciconia Cikonja Bajda

1979 : 1 seen in various localities on 28-29 Apr. 1 at Attard on 3 May and 4 at
Buskett on 6 Oct.

1980 : Singles at Delimara on 9 Mar and at Xrobb L-Ghagin on 2 Sep.

GLOSSY IB1S Plegadis ralcinellus Velleran

1979 : 3 singles from different localities on 2 Apr were the only spring records for
this year. In autumn: 1 on 27th and 3 on 29 Sep, and 1 on 21 Oct.

1980 : 1 on 4th and 5 on 3t Mar. Exceptional heavy passage, with flocks of up fo 49
birds, on 6 Apr, when a total of about 540 birds counted, then 16 on 14th and 4 on
15th, and singles on 23rd and 27 April. Only one autumn record: 3 at Ghadira on
29 Sep.

SPOONBILL Platalea leucorodia Paletta
1979 : Singles at Benghisa Pt. on 20 Feb, at L'ARrax on 22 Apr and at Sliema on 6 Oct.
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GREATER FLAMINGO Phoenicopterus ruber F jamingu

1979 : 3 over Ghadira on 12 Apr and singles shot at Dwejra and at Delimara in Nov.

1980 : 4 at M'Scala on 3 Mar, and singles at M'Xlokk on 5 Apr and at Pieta' on 6 Apr.
Flock of 27 over Ghadira Bay on 24 Nov.

MUTE SWAN Cygnus olor Cinju Mutu
1979 : 1 shot at B'Budia on 12 Jan.

GREY LAG GOOSE Anser anser Wizza CGriza

1980 : 1 at Delimara on 7 Dec.
RUDDY SHELDUCK 7adorna ferruginea Kuluvert Ahmar
1980 : 1 at Benghisa on 13 Dec.

SHELDUCK Tadorna tadorna Kuluvert fas-Salib

1979 : Singles off M'Xlokk on 15-16 Jan. 1 juv. in M'Xlokk Bay in mid-Jul and 10 at
same place on 12 Aug., On 7 days in Nov from 8th to 29th; single figures except
for 20+ on 26 Nov. 2 flocks of c.40 each off Mellieha Bay on 19 Dec.

1980 : 1 in South Comino Channel on 27 Mar. In Nov, 1-4 on 4 days from 22nd to 30th.
1 on 1 Dec and up to 3 almost daily at Ghadira from 10-16 Dec, but 9 on 13 Dec.

WIGEON  Anas penelope Silfjun Ewropew
1979 : Recorded only in Nov from 4th to 11th; 1-3 except for 70+ at Ghadira on 7 Nov.
1980 : Singles at Ghadira on 25-26 Oct and on 29-30 Nov.

FALCATED DUCK Anas ralcata Silfjun Asjatiku
1979 : lmm. mate shot at B'Bugia Bay on 10 Oct.

TEAL Anas crecca Sarsella

1979 : Flock of 100+ in South Comino Channel on 11 Feb. in autumn, 3 on 27 Oct, 25+ on
13 Nov and 1 on 1 Dec.

1980 : 1 at M'Xlokk on 6 Sep, then up fo 5 frequently recorded at Ghadira from 23 Nov to
i4 Dec., Also 6 at Buskef! on 8 Dec and 1 at Ta' Qali on 17 Dec.

MALLARD anas platyrhynchos Kuluvert

1979 : Singles on 30 Apr, 8 Nov and 1 Dec.

1980 : 1 on 24 Aug and 16 on 22 Nov. Dally in Dec from 11th to 15th, with up fo 3
recorded. Most records from Ghadiras.

PINTAIL Anas acuta Silfjun

1979 : Flock of 20+ on 3 Jan and 15 'large' flocks out at sea on 11 Feb; 13 other
flocks seen offshore on 9 Mar. In autumn, first 6 on 3 Sep and 11 on 14 Oct.
Seen freguently from 4-12 Nov, with up to 50 on first day. Singles on 29 Nov
and 26 Dec. All autumn records from GRadira.

1980 : Single males on 22nd and 24 Ffeb and T or 11 Mar. Passage observed out at sea
on 31 Mar (numbers not given). In aufumn first ¢.35 on 29 Oct. Heavy pas—
sage on22 Nov involving thousands of ducks (2500+ seen off the N.E. coast of
Malta by one observer); treble figures seen next day. In Dec,6 on 6th and 27
on 11th,

GARGANEY Anas guerguedula Sarsella Hamra

1979 : 15 large flocks, accompanied by Pintails, seen out at sea on 11 Feb, and pas-
sage ohserved offshore on 10 Mar. 1 on 2 Apr. in aufumn: 8 on 4th and 3 on
29 Sep; both records from Ghadira.

1980 : 1 on 5 Mar, then almost daily from 29 Mar to 6 Apr, with heavy passage from
29-31 Mar and on 6 Apr; most seen offshore. Largest flock of 200+ in North
Comino Channel on 29 Mar. Single male at Ghadira on 19 Apr. Only two autumn
records: 1 on 15 Aug and 4 on 13 Sep, both at Ghadira.

SHOVELER Anas clypeata Palettuna
1979 : 4 off S.W. coast on 9 Mar and 1 at M'Xlokk on & Nov.

POCHARD Aythya ferina Brajmla
1979 : Small influx on 7 Nov with 6 birds recorded from 3 localities.
1980 : 1 at Msida on 20 Dec.

FERRUGINOUS DUCK Aythya nyroca Brajmla 1'Ghajnha Bajda
1979 : 1 at Ghadira on 26 Dec.
TUFTED DUCK  Aythya fuligula Brajmle tat-Toppu

1979 : 8 (2 shot) at 5f. Paul's Bay in Dec.
1980 : 1 tsken &t Ta' Qali on 1 Apr and 1 at Ghajn Tuffiefz in laie autumn.
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COMMON SCOTER HMelanitta nigra Borka Sewda

1980 : 1 at Delimara on 4 Dec.

HONEY BUZZARD Pernis apivorus Kuélarda

1979 : 5 on 13 Apr, then frequent from 20 Apr fo 29 May with larger passage on 7 May,
when a total of ¢.60 recorded and low double figures seen the day after as
roosting birds teft the !slands. Ofherwise always in single figures. Unusual
late passage on 17 Jun when low double figures, max. 30+ S.E. Malfa, and then
single figures on 18 Jun. On autumn passage : 1 on 14 Aug; single to
low doubte figures almost daily at Buskett from 3 Sep to 13 Oct, but in low trebte
figures from 18 to 21 Sep. Highest 131 at Buskett on 19 Sep. Only in single
figures from other ptaces except areas in the vicinity of Buskett. Last 2on 20 Oct.

1980 : Poor spring passage: early bird on 14 Mar and 1 on 7 Apr. Then 1-2 on 4 days
from 27 Apr to 17 May and 3 on 24 Jun. On autumn passage almost daily in Sep
from 3rd. In single to low double figures, treble figures reached only on 27
Sep, with 113 counted over Buskett. Only 3 records of 1-2 in Oct from 4-27th.

BLACK KITE Milvus migrans Astun lswed

1879 : Good spring passage: 1 on 31 Mar and almost daily from 18-29 Apr; usually 1-2
but exceptional flock of 32 near M'Xlokk on 19 Apr. In autumn, 1 on 14 Aug, then
5-6 on 11-12 Sep and singles on 13th, 16th and 19 Sep. Most autumn records from

Buskett.
1980 : On & days from 31 Mar to 13 Apr; never more than 4 in one area. Singles on
27th and 29 Apr. In autumn singles on 23 Aug and on 4 scattered days in Sep

from 3rd to 27th.
EGYPTIAN VULTURE Neophron percnopterus Avultun Abjad

1979 : 1 seen at a taxidermist in Oct.
1980 : Good year, with 5 records, 4 of which in Sep: 2 at Busketi on 17th and 1 also
there on 19th. Singles at Hal Far on 26th and again at Buskett on 28th. 1 in

Oct seen at Buskett and ai belimara on 5th.

SHORT-TOED EAGLE Circaetus gallicus Ajkla bajda
197¢ : Singles at Buskett on 12th and 14 Sep and on 5 Oci, and at GhRadira on 12 Oct.
1980 : Singles at Buskett on 18 Sep and near Mosta on 8 Oct.

MARSH HARRIER Circus aeruginosus Bughadam Ahmar

1979 : 1 on 11 Mar. Then frequently recorded in single figures from 18 Mar to 16 Apr
with max. of 9 over Aftard on 13 Apr. Singles on 3 more days from 26 Apr- to
7 May. Almost daily autumn sightings, mainiy over Buskett, from 4 Sep to 5 Oct.
in single to low doubie figures, with highest count there being of 29 on 19 Sep.

1980 : Single figures on most days from 6 Mar fo 15 Apr, best day being 6 Apr with a
totat of 12 from 5 areas. Then on 3 more days from 20 Apr fo 4 May with small
passage on 29 Apr when 15+ recorded at Gharb, Gozo. Poor autumn passage:
recorded on 11 days in Sep from 3-27th. Single figures, except on 3 days, max.
16 on 18~19th. All autumn records from Buskett. Unusual late bird at Gawra on
30 Nov.

HEN HARRIER Circus cyaneus Bughadam Abjad Prim
1979 . 1 at Hal Far on 25 Oct.

1980 : 1 at Tas-Salib on 19 Apr.

PALLID HARRIER Circus macrourus Bughadam Ab jad

1979 : Singles at M'Xlokk on 2nd and at Delimara on 9 Apr. 1 at Dwejra, Gozo on 30 Aug.
1880 : 1 at MellieRa in Apr.

MONTAGU'S HARRIER Circus pygargus Bughadam Griz
1979 : Singles at Hal Far on 12th and at M'Xlokk on 22 Apr.
1980 : Singles at Marfa Ridge on 13 Mar, at Ta'Qali on 11 Apr and at Hat Far in May.

'RING-TAIL' Harriers Circus sp. Bughadam

1979 : Passage at Delimara on 16th, 2 on 17th and on 24 Mar. Then more frequently in
Apr from 1st~27th but never more than 4 on one day. 1 on 4 May. 1-3 in
autumn on 8 days from 9-29 Sep. 1 on 1 Nov.

1980 : 1 on 4 Mar. Then on 9 days from 16 Mar to 29 Apr. Max. 8 at GRarb, Gozo on
last date. 1 on 17 May. Up fo 4, mainly at Buskett, from 3-6 Sep; 2 on 19 Sep
and 1 on 24 Oct.

SPARROWHAWK Accipiter nisus Sparvier

1979 : 1 at Zejtun on 14 May. in autumn -2 at Buskett on 3 days in Oct from 12-18th.
1980 : Singles at Marfa on 13 Apr, -at Wardija on 18th and at Buskett on 19 Oct.
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BUZZARD Buteo butec Kuééarda Prima

1979 : Singtes at Delimara on 10 May and at Buskett on 29 Sep. Thenone at Buskett was
of the race B.b.vulpinus.

1980 : Singles at Buskett on 20 Nov and at Delimara on 4 Dec.

BOOTED EAGLE Hieraeetus pennatus Ajkla tai-Kalzetti
1979 : 1 atf Bahrija on 11 Oct. (One seen at taxidermist in Oct could be same bird).

OSPREY Pandion haliaetus Arpa

1979 : In spring 1-2 on 4 scattered days from 24 Mar to 23 Apr. More freguently in
autumn with 10 records of up to 3 from 7 Sep fo 13 Oct; most records from
Buskett.

1980 : Singles on 5 days in Apr from 3-17th. Late bird at Ta'Qati in 3rd week of Jun.
In autumn singles on 3rd and 6 Sep and 1-2 on 6 more days from 17 Sept to 1 Cct.
1 at Ghadira on 6 Nov.

LESSER KESTREL Falco naumanni Spanjulett Sekond

1979 : Singles in spring on 3 days from 24 Mar to 11 Apr. Up to 7 frequently at Buskett
from 8 Sep to 1 Oct, most Till 21 Sep.

1980 : Poor year with singles on 4 Apr, 18th and 20 May in spring. In autumn 1 on 4
Sep, 2 on 18-19 Sep, and 1 on 2 Nov.

KESTREL Falco tinnunculus Spanjuleft
1979 : 1-2 occasionatly in Jan and Feb. Spring passage almost daily from 3 Mar to
29 Apr, but never more than 3 in one locality. On 3 days in May from 6-21st,

max. 8 at B'Kara on 6th. In autumn first on 17 Aug, then recorded frequently
from 31 Aug fo 28 Oct. Usually in single figures with occasional low doubie
figures. Max. ¢.13 at Tal-Virtu' on 18 Sep. 1 on 9 Dec.

1980 : Singles recorded once in Jan and on 3 days in Feb. Single figures commonly
from 5 Mar to 20 Apr, max. 6 at B'Kara on 18 Mar. Singles on 3 days in May from
9-25th. Singtes on 9 Aug and 13 Sep. Up to 6 on 5 days from 21-30 Sep.
Small break in sightings titl 11 Oct, then 1-3 on 8 more days till 24 Oct.
Singles on 4th and 13 Nov.

RED-FOOTED FALCON Falco vespertinus Zumbrell
1979 : 1 at Attard on 29 Apr and 3 at Ta'Qali and 1 at Marsalforn on 6 May.
1980 : 1 at Bafrija on 14 Apr.

MERLIN Falco columbarius Seger ta' Denbu
1979 : Juv. mate taken on 1 Nov (Local ity unknown).

HOBBY Falco subbuteo Seger tat-Hanniegqa

1979 : Up to 3 frequently from 3-19 Apr and singles on 5 days in May from 1-29th.
Single to low double figures in Sep with max. of 21 at Buskett on 18 Sep. In
Oct, 8 on 5th and 4 on 13th. Most autumn records from Buskett.

1980 : Very poor spring migration. Small passage on 6 Apr with ¢.8 recorded from 3
localities and singles on 13 Apr and 11 May. In autumn, singles on 3-4 Sep,
then up to 10 at Buskett on 9 days from 14-27 Sep.

ELEONORA'S FALCON Falco elecnorae Bies tar—Regina
1979 : Singlws in Apr on 12fh and 20th, on 4 days in May from 6-20th, on 2 days in Jun

and 4 days in Aug. 1-2 recorded freguently, maialy at Buskett in Sep to 29th.
1980 : Singles in summer on 19-20 Jul and 29 Aug. Up to 3 on 6 days at Buskeit from
3-27 Sep.

SAKER FALCON Falco cherrug Bies Rasu BaJda
1979 : Singles at M'Scala on 24 Sep and atf Zabbar in Nov.
1980 : 1 over Dingli on 27 Sep.

PEREGRINE FALCON Falco peregrinus Bies

1979 : Pair in Gozo seen with 3 juv. on 5 May. Juv. at Delimara Pt. on 18th and at
Filfla on 23 Jun could be the young of this pair dispersing. 1 at Buskett on
18 Sep.

1980 : Singles at Manikata on 14 Jan, in Gozo on 30 Mar and 4 Apr, on Comino on 13 Apr,
at GRadira on 12 May, af Marsalforn on 17 Aug and at Buskeit on 19 Sep.

QUAIL Coturnix coturnix Summiena

1979 : On 13 days from 3 Mar o | May. Low single figures except on 15 Apr, when 15+
recorded from Gozo. 1 on 27 Oct.

1980 : Very poor migration. Singles on 24 Feb and on 1st, 13th and 31 Mar and 17 Apr.
1 on 9 HNov.
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WATER RAIL Rallus aquaticus Gatlozz tax-Xitwa

1979 : On 6 days -in Nov ‘from 10th fo 24th; mainly singles but up to 4 on 17 Nov. Sin-
les also on 26th and 29 Dec. ALl records from GRadira and Girgenti.

1980 : 1 at Lunzjata on 4-5 Jan and another at Girgenti on 12 Jan, In autumn recorded
only on 3 days in Nov from 6fh to 23rd, always singles.

SPOTTED CRAKE Porzana porzana Gallozz tat-Tikki

1979 : 1 at Lunzjata on 29 Mar.

1980 : Singles on 24th and 27 Mar and on 15th and 21 Oct. 1 at Ghadira on 9-11 Nov.
LITTLE CRAKE Porzana parva Gallozz Zghir

1979 : 1 at Marsa on 28 Apr,

CORNCRAKE Crex crex Gallozz Ahmar

1979 : 1t near Delimara on 7 May.

1980 : 1 at Delimara on 23 Apr.

MOORHEN Gallinula chloropus Gallozz |swed

1979 : 1 on 27 Jan. 1-2 on 13 days from 3 Mar to 30 Apr; then 1 on 25 May. In autumn

singles on 5th and 25 Aug and 2 Sep; then 1-2 on 8 days from 23 Sep to 21 Oct.
In Nov, 1 on 3rd and 3 on 17%h.

1980 : Singles on 2nd and 10 Jan, 1-2 on 17 Feb and on 28 Mar, then up to 3 on 12 days
from 13 Apr to 8 May. Only singles recorded in autumn: on 8th and 27 Sep, on
29 Oct, 4th and 16 Nov and on &th, 14th and 26 Dec.

COOT Fulica atra Tigiega tal-Bafar
1979 : Singles at Baltuta on 26 Oct and at Pieta' on 1 Nov.
1980 : 1 on 4-8 Nov and 1-2 on 10-16 Dec at Ghadira, and 1 at M'Xlokk on 17 Dec.

CRANE Grus grus Grawwa

1979 : 2 on 4 Jan. Singles on 6-7 Oct and 9 were shot from a flock of 22 in Gozo In
the beginning of Oct. Another flock of 24 over Gozo on 23 Oct and 11 on 24 Oct
from 5 different places. A flock of 5 recorded from 3 localities on 3 Nov,
could be same. 3 on 5 Nov and 1 roosted at Rabat on 24 Dec and seen leaving
roost the day after.

1980 : 4 over Rabat on 20th, and 2 flocks of 13 and 14 off Mtafleb on 29 Oct.

OYSTERCATCHER Haematopus ostralegus Gallina tal-Bahar

1879 : Flock of 20 at M'Xlokk Bay on 2 Apr and singles at M'Scala on 18 Aug and at Munxar
Pt. on 27 Sep.

1980 : 13 at Ghadira Bay on 2 Aug.

BLACK-WINGED STILT #imantopus himantopus Fras-servjent

1979 : Singles at M'Xlokk Bay on 22 Mar and 3 Apr. 4 at Sliema on 24 Jun and 3 af
Salina on 19 Jul. .

1980 : 8 seen crossing Grand Harbour on 18 Mar, then singles at GRadira on ¥ Mar, on
5 days in Apr from 6ih to 29th and on 4 Aug.

AVOCET Recurvirostra avosetta Xifa
1979 : Flock of ¢.20 over Ghadira on 8 Nov.

STONE CURLEW Burhinus oedicnemus Tellerita

1979 : In spring first on: 28 Mar, then on 3 days in Apr from 6th to 11th and on 29 Jun,
all involving single birds. Recorded on 3 days In autumn: 4 on 20 Oct and 2 each
on ist and 10 Nov.

CREAM-COLOURED COURSER Cursorius cursor Nankina
1979 : Singte birds offshore on 13 Jun and at Hal Far on 20 Jun.

LITTLE RINGED PLOVER Charadrius dubius Monakella

1979 : Singles on 11th and 20th and 3 on 31 Mar; more frequent from 7th fo 29 Apr
though numbers never exceeded 5 in one place. Singles on 4 days in May from
1st to 28th. 1-2 on 2nd and 15 Jun. In autumn first on 5 Jul, then guite common
titl 20 Oct; always in single figures except for 20+ at Luga on 18 Aug. 1 on
9 Nov.

1980 : Present daily at Ghadira from 5 Mar to 29 Apr, when only recorded occasionally
from other localities. Seen mainly in single to low double figures, highest
being 32 on 5 Apr. In May up to 3 recorded on 9 days from ist to 24+h. Less
common in autumn: 1-2 daily in Jut from 27th, on 5 days in Aug (up to 4 ), and
1-2 on scattered days from 17 Sep to 11 Oct. 1 on 6 Nov.
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RINGED PLOVER Charadrius hiaticula Monakella Prima

1979 : 1 on 18 Mar, then singles on 3 days in May from 1st to 7th. In autumn singles on 19
Jul and on 14th and 25 Sep; 2 on 18th and 1 on 21 Oct.

1980 : Singles on 4 days in Apr from 15th-26th. More freguently in May with up fo 6
recorded almost daily from 1st-24th (most records from Ghadira). Only fwo

4

autumn records: 2 on 29 Jul and 1 on 28 Aug.

KENTISH PLOVER Charadrius alexandrinus Monakella Sagajha Suwed

1979 : Singles at Hal Far on 14 Mar, at GRadira on 11 May and at M'Xlokk on 25 May,

1980 : 6 at L'ARrax Pf. on 6 Feb, 1 at Hal Far on 10 Mar and 1 at Ghadira on 3-5 May.
In autumn recorded only at GRadira: 1 on 31 Aug, then 1-2 daily from 24 Oct to
7 Dec.

DOTTEREL Charadrius morinellus Birwina

1979 : Singles on 10th and 16th, and 7 on 29 Sep; then singles on 4 scattered days in
Oct from 1st-27th. On 3 days in Nov tilt 4th; single figures except for 11 cn
1st.

1980 : First 1 on 30 Aug, then recorded freguently from 1-7 Sep, highest being 10 from
two localifies on last date. 1 at Dingli on 17 Dec.

GOLDEN PLOVER Pluvialis apricaria Pluviera

1679 : 1-2 recorded on Z days each in Jan-Feb to 24th. 1 at Hal Far in Apr. In
autumn 3 on 27 Oct, 5 on 3rd and Z on 18 Nov. Recorded on 5 days in Dec, mostly
from Luga Airport, where up fo 25 winfered.

1980 : Singles on 13th and 21 Jan. Autumn migration very poor with only 3 reccrds: 4 on
13 Nov and singles on 22 Nov and 6 Dec.

GREY PLOVER Pluvialis squatarola Pluviera Pastarda
1980 : Singte birds at Delimara on 1 May, at Ghadira on 10 May and again af Delimare
on 1 Sep.

{ APWING Vanellus vanellus Venewwa

1979 : 1 at L'ARrax on 27 Jan. Recorded on 7 days from 20 Oct to 10 Nov, highest
total being 50 from 4 tocalities on 27 Oct. Recorded again in Dec from 1s1-20th,
always in single figures except for c.40 at GRadira on lst.

1980 : 1-2 on 19-20 Jan. In autumn 1-3 on 4 days from 2% Oct to 5 Nov and 1 on 21 Nov.
Good numbers recorded in Dec from 5th with peak on 10th, wher a totai of 168 was
recorded from 6 localities. Up to 17 wintered at Luga Alrport.

SANDERLING calidris alba Pispisella Bajda

1979 : 2 at Salina on & Aug.

1980 : Singles at Ghadira on 9-13 May and on 15 Aug.

LITTLE STINT calidris minuta Tertuxa

1979 : Single figures recorded frequenily at Ghadira and a few other places from lApr fo
20 May, and low double figures recorded only on 3 days from 23-28 May, highest
18 on last dafe. 3 on 2 Jun. In aufumn, single to low double figures almost
daily from 27 Jul to 8 Aug. 1-2 at GRadira on 4 days in Sep and up o & recorded
daily from 1 Oct to 19 Nov, always at GRadira where singles were also recorded
on ist and 3 Dec.

1980 : Up to 4 on 6 days from 12-30 Mar, then daily at Ghadira from 6 Apr to 31 May;
double figures from 13 Apr to 24 May, highest ¢.70 on 10 May. In autumn singte
figures daily from 27 Jul to 2 Aug, then single to low double figures till 20 Seg,
max. “0+ on most days. Single figures again from 21 Sep to 24 Nov.

TEMMINCK'S STINT Calidris temminckii Tertuxa Griza

1979 : Singles at GhRadira on 29 Aor and | May were the only spring records. 1 at M'Xiokk
on 20th and at Manoel Island on 27 Aug.

1680 : Singles at GRadira on 7th and 10 May. In autumn 1-2 from 27-30 Jul, then single

. bird frequently recorded at Ghadira from 30 Aug to 21 Sep.

CURLEW SANDPIPER cCalidris ferruginea 3eggazzina Mamra

1879 : Recorded only ir May from 1st fc 26th, with most during first fwo weeks; single
to Low double figures, highest 18 at Ghadira on 8th.

1980 : Recorded freguently at GRadire in single figures from 14 Apr fo 8 May. low
double figures from 9-12 May, highest 15+ 3t GRadira on 10 May. Then in single
figures on 2 more days till 19 May. Autumn migraftion: 1-Z from 4 Aug fto 23 Sep,
most records from mid-Sep.

DUNLIN <calidris alpina Beggazzina tat-Tizz

1979 : No spring records, In autumn up to 6 or 4 scattered days from 12 Aug fto 14 Oct

28

then 1-4 almost daily at GRadira from 17 Oct to 2% Nov.

1980 : In spring singles on 22 Mar and 12-13 Apr, then 1-2 daily at Ghadira from 26 Apr
to 1 May. In autumn first 1 on 2 Aug, then up to 5 almost daily at Ghadira.from
13 Aug fo 16 Dec.

BROAD-BILLED SANDPIPER Limicola falcinellus Beggazzina ta' Mungarha
1980 : 1 at M'Xlokk on 31 Jul,

RUFF  Philomacus pugnax Girwiel

1972 : Double to low treble figures at Luge from 2-8 Apr, max 200+ on first date; then
1-4 on 5 days from 9 Apr to 4 May. in autumn 1 on 12 Jui, 1-3 on 3 days in Aug
and singles on 1 day in Sep and on 3 days in Oct to 12th.

1980 : Singles at GhRadira on 22 Feb and 22 Mar, then daily in sinale figures from 4th
to 20 Apr but 30+ at Luga on 6th. 4 on 26th and 3 on 28 Apr were the last spring
records. 1 on 3 days in Jul from 17+h and 1-2 on 22-24 Aug, followed by 1-2
atmost daily at Ghadire from 17 Sep to 5 Oct.

JACK SNIPE  Lymnocryptes minimus Cinkonja

1979 : 1 on 3 Oct, then up 1o 4 recorded frequently, mainly at GRadira, from 4 Nov to
5 Dec. Singles on 26th and 28 Dec.

1980 : Three singles recorded in Jan-Mar to 2nd. {n autumn single birds on 3 days
from 2-10 Nov.

SNIPE  Gallinago gallinago Bekkaté

1979 : Sinales on 25 Feb and on 5 scattered days from 14 Mar to 8 Apr, then 1 on 19 May.
In autumn first 1 on 23 Sep, then low single figures recorded freguently from
1 Oct to 2 Dec, but 10+ at Ghadirs on 16 Nov. 1-2 on 8th and 26 Dec.

1980 : On fwo days in Jan. More frequently from 17 Feb to 22 Mar, bui always recorded
in single figures, max. 7 at GRadira on 16 Mar. Up to 3 daily in Apr fo 19th.
Autumn migration poor with single birds on 13th and 30 Aug, almost daily from
8§-27 Sep and on 30 Oct. 1-3 on 20-21 Nov, and on 11th and 14 Dec.

GREAT SNIPE Gallinago media Bekkadc ta' Melju
1979 : 1~2 on 3 days in Apr from 8th to 25th. Singles on 2% Sep and 12 Oct.
1980 : Singles on 3 days in Apr from 2nd fo 19th.

WOODCOCK  Scolopax rusticola Gailina
1976 : tion 7 Jan and on 20 Oct. 5+ on 3 Nov and up 7o 6 on 4 days from 26 Nov to Z Dec.
1980 : In Jan, 1 on 13th and 3 on 19th. In autumn | on 27th and 8§ on 31 Oct, 5+ and

10+ on 21st and 22 Nov respectively and 1-2 from 6-%¢ Dec.

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT Limosa limosa Girwiel Prim
1979 : Singles at GRadire on 23 Apr and at Salina on & Aug.
1980 : 1 at M'Xlokk on 23 Feb and 3-4 at GRadira on 31 Mar fo 1 Apr.

BAR-TAILED GODWIT Limosa lapponica Girwiel Denbu bl-Istrixxi
1979 : 1 at Munxar Pt. on 2 Sep.

WHIMBREL Numenius phaeopus Gurlin Zghir
1979 : 1 at Delimara on 20 Aug.

CURLEW Numenius arguata Gurlin
197G : 1 at Fiddien on 7 Nov.
1980 : Single birds at St.Thomas Bay on 28 Jul and off Delimara on 12 Nov.

SPOTTED REDSHANK Tringa erythropus Cuvett

1980 : Singles at GRadira on 7th and 12 Apr and at Salina and at Sta.lucia on 1 May.
In autumn first on 10 Jul, then 1-2 daily at Ghadira from 30 Aug to 3 Sep.
1 from 15~19 Nov and on 23 Nov, 6th and 10 Dec, aiso at GRadira.

REDSHANK  Tringa totanus Pluverott

1979 : Only 1 spring record: 1 at Ghadire on 31 Mar., In autumn singles on 13 Jul, 21 Nov
and 26 Dec.

1980 : Singles on 9th and 12 Mar followed by up to 3 daily from 6-8 Apr, then again
singles on two more days in Apr io 26th. Singles at GRadira on 20-21 Jun and at
Bahar i&~Cagfao on 29 Jun. 1 on 5th and 23rd and 4 or 30 Jul, and singles on two
days in Aug, on 7 days in Sep, on itwo days ir Oct, and on €& Nov.

MARSH SANDPIPER Tringa stagnatilis Cewéewwa Zahira
1979 : 3 at Hal Far on 2 Apr.
1980 : 1 on 15 Apr and 2 daily from 19-21 Apr, all at GRadira.
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GREENSHANK - Tiringa nebularia (Cewtewwa

1979 : On 4 days in Apr from 3rd - 13th, max. 4 on first day, otherwise singles.
In autumn 1-3 on 2 days in Jul from 19th, 1-2 on two dates in Aug and singles on
1 day in Sep and on 3 days in Oct fo 21st.

1980 : Up to 4 almost daily at GRadira from 4-21 Apr, then 1 on 27th. 1 on 30 Jul, then
1-2 on 14 days from 10 Aug to 27 Sep. Most from end Aug to mid-Sep.

GREEN SANDPIPER Tringa ochropus Swe jda

1979 : 1-2 recorded on 8 scattered days from 4 Mar to 20 Apr. in autumn 1 on 13 Jut,
then up to & on 10 days in Aug, and 3 on 1 Sep. 1 on 27 Oct.

1980 : Up to 5 frequently from 15-25 Mar, then again 1-3 almost daily from 4-24 Apr.
T on 4 May. In autumn recarded on 17 days from 28 Jun to 15 Sep, all singles
except for 2 on 13 Sep. 1 on 2 Nov.

WOOD SANDPIPER Tringa glareola Pespus tal-BaRar

1979 : Passage on 2 Apr (numbers not given) and up to 6 on 12 days from 9 Apr to
20 May. Singtes on 7-8 Jun. In autumn singles on 3 days in Jul from 13th and up
to 5 on 8 days from 6 Aug to 4 Sep, then 2 on 29 Sep and singles on 20 Oct and
18 Nov.

1980 : 1~2 daily from 20-24 Mar, then almost daily from 3 Apr to 13 May; recorded main-
Ly in low double figures in Apr, followed by single figures in May, Highest 50+
on 3 days from 16-19 Apr. Singles on 6 days from 13 Jul to 10 Aug, then up to 4
frequently from 13 Aug to 29 Sep. 1 at GRadira from 14 Nov to 3 Dec.

COMMON SANDPIPER Actitis hypoleucos Beggazzina tar-Rokka

1979 : On 18 days from 1 Apr to 25 May, most in end of Apr; single figures, max. 9 on
28 Apr. Singles on 3 days from 7-13 Jul, then single to low double figures almost
daily from 24 Jul fo 30 Aug. 3 on 8th and 2 on 29 Sep.

1980 : Single figures on 13 days from 9 Mar to 15 Apr. Low double figures daily from
16-21 Apr, highest being ¢.35 on 18~19 Apr; then again in single figures on i2
days from 22 Apr fo 24 May. 1 on 30 Jun. In autumn single figures almost daily
from 9 Jul fo 16 Dec,.but 11 on first date and 10+ on 8th and 30 Aug.

TURNSTONE Arenaria interpres Monakella Mper jali
1979 @ 1 in early May (locality unknown) and 2 at Salina on 6 Aug.
1980 : 1 at M'Xlokk on 30 Apr and 2 at Benghisa on 18 May.

POMARINE SKUA Stercorarius pomarinus Ciefa ta' Denbha
1979 : Singles off S.E. coast on 4 May anc offshore on 1 Oct.

GREAT SKUA Stercorarius skua Ciefa Kbira
1979 : 1 and 2 offshore on 12 Feb and 9 Mar respectively and singles off Marsalforn
in Apr and off Benghisa on 18 Dec.

MEDITERRANEAN GULL Zarus melanocephalus Gawwija Rasha Sewda
1979 : 1-2 seen sporadically In Jan-Mar to 9th. 3 at Sliema on 20 Nov.
1980 : 1 on 4th, 2 on 21st and ¢.5 on 25th, all in Dec.

LITTLE GULL Larus minutus Gawwija Zghira
1979 : Singles at Sliema on 23 Feb and in Comino Channel on 23 Apr.
1980 : 1 off S.E.coast on 11 Mar and an imm. at Sliema on 24 Dec.

BLACK-HEADED GULL Larus ridibundus Gawwi ja Rasha Kannella

1979 : Double to low treble figures daily in Jan-Feb. Low double figures in Mar to 25th,
then single figures +ill 28th. 1 on 19 Apr. In autumn 1 on 21 Oct, then single
to double figures from 7 Nov till year end.

1980 : Single to double figures daily in Jan-Feb *itlL 1 Mar, but 600+ in Grand Harbour
on 13 Feb. Single figures on 12 days from 2-27 Mar. - 1 on 8 Sep and 30+ on 9th
and 2 on 21 Oct. Daily in double figures from 29 Nov, with occasional treble
figures recorded.

SLENDER-BILLED GULL ZLarus genei Gawwija Geddumha Rgig
1979 : 2 off Munxar Pt. on 9 Mar.
1980 : 1 taken offshere on 10 Jan, 2 off S.E,coast on 11 Mar and 1 at Ghadira on 3 Aug.

AUDOUIN'S GUW.L Larus audouinii Gawwija Geddumha ARmar
1979 ; Two singles offshore in Oct, one of them on 17th.
1980 : 1 off S.W.coast on 13 Mar,
LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus fuscus Gawwija Daharha |swed
1979 : Singles on 21 Jan, 31 Mar and S Apr. Singles also on 7th, 15th and 20 Nov and
16 Dec.
30

1980 : Singles in Jan on 7th and 28th, in Feb on 5th, 13th and 22nd and in May on 1Ist,
1 on 12 Dec.

HERRING GULL Larus argentatus Gawwija Prima

1979 : Recorded fhroughout the year, numbers higher in winter months due fo non-resident
birds, but 80+ at Grand Harbour on 18 Apr was highest count apart from breeding
cotonies. Small flocks occasionally cross lsland and this is most evident in Apr.

1980 : Present around coast and in harbours throughout the year. ODouble figures in
harbours only in winter months. No apparenf changes in breeding colonies.

KITTIWAKE Rissa tridactyla Gawwije ta' l-Ingilterra
1980 : 1 taken offshore on 10 Jan and 2 on 8 Dec.

GULL-BILLED TERN Gelochelidon nilotica Cirlewwa Geddumha ORxon
1979 : Singles on 26 Apr and 2 Aug, 2 on 8 Oct and 3 on 7 Nov.
1980 : 2 in South Comino Channel on 1 Apr and 4 at Sliema on 16 Oct.

CASPIAN TERN Sterna caspia Cirlewwa Prima
1980 : 2 at Lunzjata on 1 Sep.

SANDWICH TERN Sterna sandvicensis Clrlewwa tax-Xitwa

1979 : 1 offshore on 31 Mar and 3 at Paradise Bay on 20-21 Apr.

1980 : 1 at Delimara on 30 Mar, and up to 6 in the Grand Harbour on 31 Oct to 1 Nov.
In Dec 2 at Stiema on 21st, and 1 at Salina on 27th.

COMMON TERN Sterna hirundo C(Cirtewwa tal-Bapar

1979 : Two records in Jun: 1 at M'Xlokk Bay on 9th and 1 offshore on 12th.

1980 : 1 taken off M'Xlokk Bay on 1 Sep.

BLACK TERN Chlidonias niger Cirlewwa Sewda

1979 : 2 each at GRadira and Grand Harbour on 12 May. In Aug 3 at Manocel lsle on 17th
and 2 in Grand Harbour on 22nd.

1980 : Recorded only in Aug: | at Mancel Isle on 18th and 14 over Ghadira on 28th.

PUFFIN Fratercula arctica Puréinell tal-Bahar
1980 : Singles taken by fishermen on 5th and 10 Jan.

WOODP I|GEON  Columba palumbus Tudun
1979 : 2 records in Nov: 1 near Ghaxaq on 2nd and 3 at Buskett on 3rd.

TURTLE DOVE Streptopelia turtur Gamiema

1979 : Single figures from 7-16 Apr, then double figures daily with treble figures on
5 days from 17 Apr to 1 May, max. total of 930+ on last date. Low double to
single figures from then on titl 28 May. Up to 4 freguently in Jun and singtes

on 3 days in Jul, most sightings from Busketf. In aufumn singte figures from
3-30 Aug, then mainly in low double figures, ireble figures reached on 2 days

in Sep. Single figures again from 18 Sep to 12 Oct¥, but 80+ on 25 Sep. 1 on 27
Oct.

1980 : 1 on 2 Mar could be an escaped bird. Single o double figures from 6 Apr to
25 May, with freble figures on 29 Apr, 4th and 9 May. Up fo 5 in Jun and Jut,
mostly at Buskett whereone was seen in display flight on 2 Jul. Poor autumn
migration, with single figures freguently from 19 Aug to 24 Sep; low double
figures reached onty on 3 dates. Highest 30+ at Buskett on 5 Sep. 1 on 12 Oct.

LAUGHING DOVE Streptopelia senegalensis Gamiema ta' l-llwien

1980 : 1 shot at B'Bugia on 5 May.

GREAT SPOTTED CUCKOO Clamator glandarius Sultan il-Gamiem tat-Toppu

1979 : 1 at Bingemma on 30 Mar.

1980 : 1 at Bahar i¢-Caghag on 15 Mar and 1 taken at Delimara in Apr.

CUCKOO Cuculus canorus Daqquaga Kahla

1979 ¢ 1 on 31 Mar, then almost daity from 12-30 Apr. Recorded in single figures except
for 11 on 18 Apr. 1 taken in Apr belonged to the race C.c.bangsi,

1-2 recorded on 8 scattered days from 1 Aug to 30 Sep.
1980 : Poor migration in bofh seasons. In spring up to 3 seen on 2 days from 13 Apr fo
31 May. In autumn singles recorded on 4 days from 31 Jul to 6 Sep.

BARN OWL Tyto alba Barbadann

1979 : Singles seen on 12 Apr, 7 Jul and 12 Aug and 1 at a taxidermist in Sep.

1980 : Pair raised at le~st fwo young in Jul. Other records of single birds on 75 May,
15 Aug and 9 Sep.
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SCOPS OWL oOtus scops Kokka X

1979 : Singles on 2 days each in Jan and Feb. Poor spring migration with only two
records of single birds on 28 Mar and 6 Apr. {n autumn up to 4 on 22-23 Sep,
5 on 13 Oct and up to 3 on 3rd and 10 Nov, and 1st and 26 Dec (most records
from Buskett/Girgenti area).

1980 : 1-2 on 2 days in Jan and singles on 3 days in Feb. Singles also on 2 Mar, 23rd
?gd 27 Apr. Only 3 records in autumn: singles or, 7 Sep and on 21 Oct and 3 on

Nov.

LONG-EARED OWL Asio otus Qattus
1979 : 1 at Buskett on 6 Oct.

SHORT-EARED OWL Asio flammeus Kokka tax-Xaghr
1979 : Singles on 4 days from 8 Mar to 3 Apr and on 10 Nov.
1980 : 2 on 15 Mar was the only record for this year.

N{GHTJAR Caprimulgus europaeus Bugrajq

1979 : Singles on 4 days from 8-22 Apr and 4 on 26 Apr. In autumn 15+ at Buskett on
15 Sep, then recorded only in single figures on 8 days from 19 Sep to 13 Oct
(most records in Sep).

1980 : Small influx on 14-16 Apr, max. of 10+ at Buskett on 14 Apr, then singles on
25 Apr, 7th and 17 May. 1 at Girgenti on 27 Oci was the only autumn record.

SWiFT Apus apus Rundun

1979 : Almost continuous passage from 25 Mar fo 5 Sep with a noticeable (ull in migration
in Jut, when recorded only on 3 days. Mostly seen in double figures but treble
figures on 3 Apr, 15th and 31 May, and 5th, 6th and 26 Aug. Highest count of
230+ on 26 Aug.

1980 : Almost daily from 23 Mar to 17 Sep. Mainly seen in single to Low double figures
reaching freble figures only on 1 day in Apr and on Z days in Aug, max. of 250+
over Busketft on 25 Apr.

ALPINE SWIFT Apus melba Rundun Zaqqu Bajda
1979 : i~2 on 1st and 8 Apr, 7 on 11th and 1 on 15 May and 10+ on 28 Jun. Singles in
autumn on 12 Jul, 15 Aug and 23rd, 29th and 30 Ser.

1980 : Up to 2 on 5 days from 23 Mar to 21 Apr. 1-2 at Buskett from 15-17 Sep.

PALLID SWIFT Apus pallidus Rundun Kannelli

1979 : 2 at Mtahieb on 20 Jun, then on 4 days in Aug: 2 et Rabat on 4th, 2 at Tal-Virtu
on 14th, and singles at Marss on 18th and at Il-Gaws on 22nc.

1980 : Singles at Deiimara on 23 Mar, at Ghadira on 3 Apr and ai Buskett on 16 Sep.

LITTLE SWIFT Apus affinis Rundun ZaRir
1980 : 1 at M'Xlokk on 1 May.

KINGFISHER Alcedo atthis Ghasfur ta' San Martin

1979 : On 2 days in Aug from 19th, on 1 day in Sep, on 2 days in Oct and on 3 days in
Nov to 17th; all singles.

1980 : 1 at Marsa on 30 Jun. Then 1-2 almost daity at Ghadira from 15 Aug fo 4 Nov.
Up to 2 occasionally recorded from 4 other localities.

BEE-EATER Merops apiaster Qerd in-Nahal
1979 : On 8 days from 8 Apr to 31 May; single figures but 10 at Madliena on 17 May.

Most records in May. in autumn 1 on 3 Jul, 14 on 23 Aug and 1 on 9th and 4 on 15
Sep.
1980 : Poor year with onty 3 records: 1 on 27 Apr, 5+ on 25 May and i on 7 Jun.

ROLLER Coracias garrulus Farrug
1979 : 1 at B'Kara and 'some' af Selmun on 7 May. 1 at Busket? on 5 Sep.
1980 : Singles at Fiddien on 27 Apr and at Comino on 11 May.

HOOPOE Upupa epops Dagquga tat-Toppu

1979 : Up to 3 on 12 days from 11 Mar to 11 Apr. In aufumn singles recorded frequently
from-17 Aug fo 14 Sep.

1980 : Oqg 14 days from 2 Mar to 8 Apr, mainly in single figures but 20+ on 15 Mar at
Bahar i¢-Caghaq and a total of 14 from 3 places on 2 Apr. 3 singles in autumn:
on 26th and 29 Aug and on 4 Sep.

WRYNECK Jynx torquilla Bulebbiet

1979 : Up to 2 wintering in Jan-Feb to 4th. On migration almost daily from 24 Mar to
28 Apr. Never more than 3 in one day and most records from end of Mar fo mid-Apr.
Up fo 4 frequently from 10 Sep fo 29 Nov, and singles on 5-6 Dec.
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1980 : Singles on 2 days in Jan and on 9 Feb. Poor spring migration with singles on
3 Mar, on 2nd and 27 Apr and on 1 May. Singles on 31 Aug, 11th and 28 Sep. 1-2
almost daily from 5 Oct to 27 Nov, most from mid-Oct onwards. 1 on 26 Dec.

HOOPOE LARK Alaemon alaudipes Alwetta Bumungar
1980 : 2 records in Oct: 1 at Qajjenza on 4th and 1 at Benghisa on 13th,

CALANDRA LARK Melanocorypha calandra Kalandra

1979 : 1 taken in Nov (locality and date unknown).

SHORT-TOED LARK Calandrella brachydactyla Bilbla

1979 : First on 3 Mar; in single figures till 6 Apr, from then on in double to low
treble figures. Highest 200+ at Ta' Cen¢ on 5 May. Bred in usual numbers. tLast
recorded on 23 Sep.

1980 : Low double figures daily from 2 Apr to 26 Aug, highest for one locality: 50+ at
Luga on 4 May. Bred in usual numbers. Single figures frequentiy from 27 Aug to
2 Oct.

WOODLARK ZLullula arborea Cuqlajta
1979 : 2 records in Oct: 1 at Bingemma on 15th and 10+ at Bafirija on 20th.

SKYLARK Alauda arvensis Alwetta

1979 : 1-2 wintered till 12 Mar. Small return passage in Apr with up to 12 recorded on
5 days from 7th to 17th. Single figures on 30 Sep and 7 Oct. Double fo low
treble figures daily from 11 Oct onwards with peak migration from mid-Oct to
mid-Nov. Max. ¢.200 on 11 Oct.

1980 : Single figures in Jan-Feb, but 55+ on 26 Jan. Return passage very evident in Mar
when recorded almost daily, very frequently in double figures, reaching treble
figures on 1st and 15 Mar. Highest 430+ from 3 localities on 15 Mar., 1-3 on 4
days in Apr to 13th. In autumn, up fo 5 on 5th and 17 Oct, then daily in double
figures to 7 Dec, highest being 80+ at Ghadira on 8 Nov. Single figures from
11 Dec till year end.

SAND MARTIN Riparia riparia Hawwiefa fax-Xtut .

1979 : On 8 days from 4 Mar to 1 Apr, single figures but 50+ on 18 Mar. Then almost
daily from 6 Apr to 19 May, mainty in double figures but treble figures on 27-29
Apr and 9 May. Highest for one locality was 700+ at Salina on 9 May. Up to 4 in
Jun to 7th. Recorded frequently in single figures from 24 Aug to 5 Sep, then
double figures almost daily from 7 Sep fo 23 Oct, max. 50+ at Lunzjata on 7 Oct.

1980 : First 4 on 29 Feb., Seen in single or tow double figures commoniy from 24 Mar to
26 Apr. High double to tow treble figures dally from 27 Apr to 4 May, max. 200+
from fwo localities on 27 Apr. Again in low double figures Till 24 May. Very
few in autumn., First 1 on 25 Aug, then on 7 days in Sep and on 4 cays in Oct to
17th, never exceeding 20 in one place. 1 on 4 Nov.

CRAG MARTIN Ptyonoprogne rupestris Hawwiefa tal-Blat
1979 : 1 at M'Xlokk on 9 Apr.
1980 : 1 at Anchor Bay on 13 Mar.

SWALLOW Hirundo rustica Huttafa

1979 : 1-2 on 18th and 25 Feb. Daity from 11 Mar to 9 Jun, very freguently in treble
figures from 1 Apr to mid-May, max. 800+ at Salina on 9 May. 1 on 15 Jun, up fo
4 on 4th and 9 Jul and 1 on 1 Aug. Daily from 26 Aug to 17 Nov, offen in treble
figures from 18 Sep to 27 Oct. Max. 1,000+ at Rabat on 22 Sep.

1980 : Singles on 8th and 25 Feb. From 8 Mar fo 31 May, mainly in double figures from
22 Mar to 25 May, freble figures only on 6th and 27 Apr and on 1-2 May. Max.
c©.200 at Ghadira on 1 May. Singles on 8th and 14 Jun. 3 on 2 Jul. In autumn
single figures from 29 Aug to 8 Sep, but 26 on 3 Sep, then double fo low treble
figures daity from 13 Sep to 30 Oct. Largest concentrations at Buskett where up
to 200+ frequently recorded. Up to 5 on 6 days in Nov to 18th.

RED-RUMPED SWALLOW Hirundo daurica Regina tal-Hutiaf
1979 : Singles at Ramla Valiey on 5 May and at Buskett on 26 Sep.
1980 : Singles at Hemsija on 24 Mar, at Ghadira on 6 Apr and at Lunzjata on 4 Sep.

HOUSE MARTIN Delichon urbica Hawwiefa

1979 : 3 on 9 Feb and 1 on 3 Mar. Single figures frequently from 12-23 Mar, then in
doubte figures from 29 Mar to 9 Jun with peaks on 27-29 Apr and 2 May. Best day
being 28 Apr when recorded in treble figures from many places, max. for one aree
being 800+ at Ramla Valley. Single figures on 3 days from 10-18 Jun. Very pocor
autumn migration: first on 30 Aug, then on 11 days from 3 Sep to 3 Nov, with most
records in Sep. Highest ¢.50 at Buskett on 30th.
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1980 :

Single figures on 97days from 24 Feb to 23 Mar, then double figures aimost daily
from 30 Mar to 24 May; treble figures only on 6 Apr and on 1st and 7 May; max. for
one place 150+ at Ghadira on 7 May. 1 on 20 Jun. In autumn on 12 days from 27
Sep fo 18 Nov, with most in Oct. Never more than 40 in one locality.

RICHARD'S PIPIT Anthus novaeseelandiae GBilblun Prim

1979
1980

1 nr. B'Bugia on 6 Oct.
1 at Hal Far on 30 Oct.

TAWNY PIPtT Anthus campestris B3ilblun

1979

1980 :

On & scattered days in spring from 4 Mar *o 27 Apr with most in Apr. Highest 6

on 30 Mar. 4 also in May (date not given). In autumn 1 on 19 Aug, up to 4
recorded frequently from 30 Aug to 23 Sep, and 1 on 21 Oct.

3 on 2nd and 6 on 7 Apr, then singles on 3 other days in Apr and on 3 May. Autumn
migration first 3 on 5 Sep, then singtes on 4 more days till 5 Oct.

TREE PIPIT Anthus trivialis Dizz

1979 -

1980

Recorded’ in single figures frequently from 6-26 Mar, then double figures daily
from 28 Mar to 1 May, max. 60+ at Ghajn Rihana on 11 Apr. 1-2 on 7th and 13 May.
Pon 23 Jut. In single figures from 25 Aug to 5 Sep, low double figures common-
ly from 6 Sep to 7 Oct, never exceeding 20+ in one area. Single figures again
from 10th to 21 Oct. 1 on 1 Nov.

Up to 8 on 10 days from 15 Mar to 5 Apr. Passage on 6 Apr, with double figures
recorded from many localities and 200+ from Sarraflu/Dwejra. !n low double fig-
ures from then on till 10 May and singles on 11 May. Seen frequently from 26 Aug
to 2 Nov, mainly in singte figures, never exceeding 10+ in one place.

MEADOW PIPIT Anthus pratensis Pespus

1979

1980

Low double figures recorded wintering in many localities till 31 Mar. Single fig-
ures in Apr to 28th. Single figures on 4 days from 10-20 Oct. In double figures
from then on till end of year, highest 60+ af Lunzjata on 3 Nov.

Up to 20 in many places in Jan-Feb to 23rd, Retfurn passage evident from 24 Feb to
23 Mar, when higher numbers recorded, max. 60+ at Ghadira on 1 Mar. Then in sin-
gle figures from 25 Mar to 7 Apr. Single figures on 3 days in autumn from 14-19
Oct. In double figures from then on, highest 80+ at GRadira on 21 Oct, oftherwise
never more than 50+ in Nov and 40+ in Dec.

RED~THROATED PIPIT Anthus cervinus DizZz ARmar

1979 :

1980 :

Up to 6 on 7 days in Apr from 4th ard 3 on 6 Mav. In autumn, singles on 3 days in
Sep from 10th and on 6 Oct. Then up to 3 on 6 days from 21 Oct to 17 Nov, most
from end Oct fo early Nov.

Singtes occasionatly in Apr from 9+th and 3 on 4 May. 3 on 5th and 1 on 12 Oct.

Up to 4 almost daily from 18 Oct fo 26 Nov. Most autumn records from GhRadira.

WATER/ROCK PIPIT Anthus spinoletta DizZz ta' L-Ilma

1979
1980 :

YELLOW
1979

1980 :

Singles at Ghadira on 4th and 10 Nov.
1 at Ghadira on 14-15 Nov.

WAGTAIL Motacilla flava |sfar

1-2 on 3 days from 12-17 Mar and 10 on 18 Mar. Almost daily from 23 Mar to 20 May;
usually never more than 50 from one locality but 200+ at Mriefel on 3 Apr and
1,000+ at Salina on 9 May. Up to 7 af Lunzjata in Jun from 7-10th. Single figures
frequently from 9 Jul to 29 Aug, and double figures almost daily from then on to

20 Oct with up to 100+ roesting at Lunzjata during that period. Single figures
again on 7 days from 21 Oct to 19 Nov.

Very common from 10 Mar to 25 May, most from last week of Mar to first week of

May: Double figures on many days though never exceeding 50+ in one area. Singles
on 3 days in Jun from 20th to 28th. Up to 5 frequently from 4 Jult to 2 Sep, but
¢.10 on 22nd and ¢.16 on 25 Aug, both at roosts. Double figures daily from

3 Sep to 25 Oct, max. BO+ af Ghadira on 17 Sep. Single figures from then on till

8 Nov.

GREY WAGTAIL Motacilla cinerea Zakak tad-Dell

1979

1980

Up fo 5 wintering in suitable localities till 16 Mar but 10 at Manocel Isle and 6+
at Zejfun on 17 Feb, Unusual birds on 24th and 30 Jun. In autumn first on 18 Sep,
#hen daily from 22nd till year end; never more than 10+ in one place.

Single figures titl 19 Mar and 1 on 4 Apr. in autumn | on 7 Sep, then up fo 10
freguently from 18th till year end.
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WHITE WAGTAIL Motacilla alba Zakak Abjad .

1979 : Single to low double figures in Jan-Mar, larger numbers only at roosts, though no
proper counts were made except for 70+ roosting at Ghajnsietem, ‘Gozo on 2 Jan,

1 on 7 Apr. Singles on 8th and 15 Aug were unusual birds. Autumn passage first 1 on
29 Sep. in single figures from 3-10 Oct, then low double figures dajly from 12 Oct
to 31 Dec, but 80+ at Marsa on 27 Oct.

1980 : Mainly single figures in Jan-Feb, but 30+ at Manoel [sle on 6 Feb. . . 500+ roosting
at Victoria, Gozo, on 9 Feb was the only roost count. Small retfurn passage
evident in Mar to 16th, when recorded more frequently in low double figures in
various places. Subsequently in single figures to 25 Apr. 1 on 1 May. In Sep,

1 on 24th, then up fo 3 on 4-5 Oct and low double figures from 11 Oct fill year
end, never more than 50+ counted in one place, except at the Victoria rcost where
c.300 were counted on 29 Dec.

WREN Troglodytes troglodytes Bumistur
1979 : 1 at Salina on 9 Dec. .
1980 : Singles at Ghadira on 2 Nov and at Ghajn Zejfuna on 26 Dec.

DUNNOCK Prunella modularis Ziemel
1979 : Single figures wintering in various localities but low double figures at Buskett
in Jan-Mar and af MiZzieb in Jan. Highest 30+ at Buskett on many days in Jan and
Feb to 17th, then never more than 20+ till 24 Mar. 1-2 on 20 Oct, then singte
to low double figures almos? daily from next day till year end. Max. 45+ from 3
localities on 3 Nov.
1980 : Recorded wintering till 28 Mar, highest counts for fhe period Jan-Mar being 30+,
20+ and 5+ respectively, all at Buskett. Single figures from 21 to 30 Oct; singte
to low double figures from 1 -27 Nov, max. 40+ at Buskett on last date, then never
more than 10+, even at Buskett, till year end.

ALPINE ACCENTOR Prunella collaris Ziemel ta' L-Alpi
1979 : 3 at Nadur, Gozo on 30 Oct and 1 at Benghisa on 15 Dec.

RUFOUS BUSH CHAT Cercotrichas galactotes Rozinjol tax-Xaghri
1979 : 1 at Xemxija on 12 May.

ROBIN Erithacus rubecula Pitirross

1979 ; Treble figures af Busketi in Jan-Mar to 10th, with max. of 200+ there, otherwise
low double figures in other places. Numbers reduced to ltow double figures from
11-24 Mar, then single figures titl 14 Apr. 1 at Buskett in Jun- Aug and other
singtes from few other places occcasionally in Jui-Aug, but up to 5 at Girgenti
in Aug from Sth. Singte figures throughout Sep titl 20th, then mainly in double
figures from Z2 Sep, with peaks from 2nd week of Oct -~ 2nd week of Nov, max. 300+
at Buskett on 23 Oct and 3 Nov. Numbers reduced to single to low double figures
from then on till end of year.

1980 : Yery common in Jan-Mar and in smaller numbers down to scattered singles by end of
Apr. Monthiy max. at Buskett were 150+ on 26 Jan, 150+ on 16 Feb and 200+ on 2
Mar, suggesting a retfurn passage. Singles on 5th and 24 May. Up to 3 at Buskett
in Jut-Sep and a few singles in other areas. Single figures *ill 14 Oct, then
tow double figures daily but ireble figures at Buskett from 15 Oct to 27 Nov,
where max. of 300+ on last date. Numbers reduced in Dec, highest 30+ at ‘Mizieb
on 13th.

THRUSH NiGHTINGALE Luscinia luscinia Rozinjol Prim
1979 : 1 ringed af GRadira on 29 Sep, stayed there till 7 Oct.

NIGHTINGALE Luscinia megarhynchos Rozin jol

1979 : Almost daily from 24 Mar fo 30 Apr, never more than 8.in one place but 20+ at
Dwe jra and at Buskett on 1st and 6 Apr respectively. 1-2 in May on 5th and t3th.
1 at Buskett on 16-17 Jun. In autumn, single figures from 24-27 Aug, then low
double figures daily tilt 30 Sep, mainly at Buskett/Girgenti area. Max. 40+ at
Buskett on 23 Sep. Up fo 3 on 3 days in QOct to 21st

1980 : Frequently recorded in single figures from 21 Mar to 4 May; usually never more
than 5 in one place, except for 15+ at Dwejra - Gozo, on 6 Apr. 1 on 25 May and
1 at Buskett on 15th and 22 Jun. 1-2Z on 5 days from 6 Aug, and up to 20 at Bus-
kett in Sep to i12th. 1-2 occasionaltly from then on till 21 Oct.

BLUETHROAT Luscinia svecica Kudirross Blu

1979 : Singles at Dragonara on 7 Jan and 4 Mar, at Girgenti on 7 Sep, at Ghadira on 18
Sep, and at Marsa on 21 Oct.

1980 : Singles at Ghadira on 9@ Mar and 2 Apr, and at Lunzjata on 12 Oct.
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BLACK REDSTART Phoenicurus ochruros Kudirross |swed

1979 : Up to 10 wintering, mainly in rocky areas, till 18 Mar. Again from 1 Oct onwards,
always in single figures.

1980 : Present in Jan and Feb to 10th, never more than 8 in one locality. Then a cap titl
I Mar when 1-3 recorded on 6 days to 13th, suggesting a small return passage. 1

on 22 Mar. In autumn 1-2 from 1 Nov till year end, most records in Nov.

REDSTART Phoenicurus phoenicurus Kudirross

1979 : 1 on 23 Mar, then single figures frequently from 1 Apr to 13 May; highest for one
locality: 6 at Dwejra on 14 Apr. In autumn mainly in single figures from 1 Sep,

but up to 10 at Busketi/Girgenti arees from 30 Sep to 7 Oct. Again in single fig-
ures titl 23 Oct. 1 on 1 Nov.

1980 : Poor migration in both seasons. In spring 2 on 6th and 1 on 19 Apr. Then up fo
4 on 15 days from 26 Apr to 31 May. On autumn migration on 17 days from 8 Sep
to 24 Oct; never more than 2 in one place.

WHINCHAT Saxicola rubetra BuCagq ftas-Silla

1979 : 1 on 20 Feb, then up to 5 commonly from 1 Apr to 16 May, but 10+ at Ta' Cenz on
5 May. In autumn, 1-2 on 5 days from 18-29 Sep.

1980 : Singles on 12-13 Mar and on 4 Apr, then single to low double figures daily from
6 Apr fo 11 May, max. 30+ at GRadira on 27 Apr. Singles on 8 Sep and 15th and
25 Oct were the only autumn records.

STONECHAT Saxicola torquata Bucagqg tax—Xitwa

1979 : Single figures in various localities from Jan till 17 Mar. In autumn singles on
25th and 29 Sep, followed by low double figures caily from 3 Oct onwards. Highest
for one place were 50+ at Marsa on 27 Oct.

1980 : Up to 10 wintering in many areas till 1 Mar, affer which numbers reduced to 1-3,
but return passage very evident from 16-20 Mar ,when Low doubte figures were recorded,
max. 50+ at GRadira on 16-17 Mar. Last seen on Z1 Mar. Singles on 27-28 Sep,
then double figures daily from 10 Oct, max. 40+ at Ghadira on 25 Oct. Less nu-
merous after first week of Nov, and never more than 10 in one locality in Dec.

ISABELL INE WHEATEAR Oenanthe isabellina Kuda |Zabellina
1980 : 1 at Ghadira on 21 Mar,

WHEATEAR Oenanthe oenanthe Kuda

1979 : Spring passage from 12 Mar to 5 May. Seen in single figures, ilow double figures
recorded only from Luga Airport where max. of ¢.20 on & Apr. Most reccords from
third week of Mar tc mid-Apr. In autumn, single figures from 16 Aug fo 21 Oct,
most in Sep. Max. of 6 at Ghadira on 21 Sep. 1 at Luge Airport on 2 Dec.

1980 : 2 on 23rd and 1 on 28 Feb. Single figures on 10 days in Mar. Passage on 2 Apr
with ¢.200 at Mellieha, then again single figures till 19 Apr. Singles on 4 May
and 8 Jun. On autumn migration, again mainly in single fiaures, on 18 days from
20 Aug to 16 Oct with 15+ at Luga Airport on 26 Sep highest.

BLACK~EARED WHEATEAR Oenanthe hispanica Kuda Dumnikana

1979 : Singles on 7th and 23 Apr and 3 on 9 Sep.

1980 : Singles on 26 Apr and 17 Sep.

ROCK THRUSH Monticola saxatilis Ganbublu

1979 : In spring, singles on 4th and 15 Apr and 1 May. Singles alsc in autumn on 9th
and 11 Sep.
1980 : 1 at Mellieha in Apr.

BLUE ROCK THRUSH Monticola solitarius Merill
1979~80 : Breeding resident mainly along coastal cliffs but a few pairs also inland.

RING OUZEL Turdus torquatus Malvizz tas-Sidra Bajda
1979 : Singles at Buskett on 24 Mar and in Gozo on 7 Nov.
1980 : Singles at Attard on 18 Oct and at St.Thomas Bay on 17 Nov.

BLACKBIRD Turdus merula Malvizz |swed

1979 : 1-2 on 5 days in Jan and singles on 117h and 23 Feb. Most records from Buskett.
In autumn 1-4 on 6 days from 20 Oct to 9 Nov, then singles on 29 Nov and 26 Dec.

1980 : Up %o 4 in Jan and singles at Buskett in Feb and Mar to 8th; then singles on 7
days from 29 Oct fo 12 Nov, and on 13 Dec.

FIELDFARE Turdus pilaris Malvizzun tal-Qtajja’
1979 : 1 at Ghadira on 1 Nov,
1980 : 4 at Buskeit on 16 Feb and 1 at Luga or 28 Dec.
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SONG THRUSH Turdus philomelos Malvizz

1979 :

1980

Up to 15 wintering at Buskett and Mizieb in Jan-Feb, otherwise single figures from
other locatities. Smatl return passage from 4-14 Mar when 30+ recorded at Buskett
on 2 occasions, then numbers again reduced to single figures till 6 Apr. Singles
on 27th and 30 Apr. 1 at Buskettf on 30 Sep. In single figures from 6-1S Oct,
double to treble figures from then on 1Till 12 Nov, with peak from mid-Oct to the
first week of Nov; max. for one locality 500+ at Buskett on 3 Nov. Single figures
again from 14 Nov till year end.

=10 in Jan-Mar fo 14th; small return passage on 15 Mar with 30+ from fwo local-
ities. Singte figures from then on till 6 Apr. 1 at Buskett on 15th and 22 Jun.
Very poor autumn migration. 1 on 28 Sep and i-2 on 5th and 12 Oct. Single fo low
double figures daily from 14 Oct to 10 Nov, but never more than 50 in one area.
Single figures from then on, except for 15+ at Buskett on 18 Nov.

REDWING Turdus iliacus Malvizz ARmar

1979

1980 :

MISTLE
1979
1980 :

: Recorded frequently, mainly at Buskett, during first 3 months, the last on 17 Mar.

Max. of 20+ at Buskett on 4 Mar. In autumn singles on 2-3 Nov and 3 days in Dec.
On 7 days in Jan, once in Feb and on 3 days in Mar till 15th; always in single
figures except for 16 at Buskett on 13 Jan. Autumn passage: 1-2 on 27 Oct, Ist
and 11 Nov, then 1-3 on 6 days from 15-24 Nov. 1 on 14th and 3 on 27 Dec.

THRUSH Turdus viscivorus Malvizzun Prim

: Singles at Bahrija on 20 Oct, at Buskett on 2t Oct and at Delimara on 3 Nov.

Singles at Buskett on 19 Jan, at M'Xlokk on 5 Nov and again at Buskettf on 27 Dec.

CETTI'S WARBLER Cettia cetti Baghal tal-GRollieg
1979-80 : Breeding in suitable localities in Malta and Gozo.

FAN-TAILED WARBLER Cisticola juncidis Bagfal ta' l-Imrewha
1979~80 : Breeding almost throughout Matta but spreading very siowly in Gozo and no

records from Cominc.

GRASSHOPPER WARBLER Locustella naevia BagRal tal-Gurati

1980 :

1 trapped and ringed at Wied il-Lug on 5 Sep.

SAVI'S WARBLER Locustella luscinioides Baghal ARmar

1979 :

Singtes at Lunzjata on 26 Feb, at Busketf on 3 Aug, at Chadwick Lakes on 17 Aug,
at Girgenti on 25 Aug and 15 Sep, and at Ghadira on 19-20 Oct,

MOUSTACHED WARBLCR Acrocephalus melanopogon Baghal Qastni

1979
1980

Singles at Ghadira on 6 days from 10 Nov to 8 Dec.

: Singles at Ghadira on 3 days from 25 Oct to 1 Nov and at Salina on 22 Dec.

SEDGE WARBLER Acrocephalus schoenobaenus Baghat tas~Simar

1979

1980 :

Single figures frequently from 9 Mar to 20 May with 10+« at Lunzjata on 4 May
htghest. 1 at Buskett on 3 jun. 1-2 on 5 scattered days from 10 Aug to 15 Sep
then up fo 5 on 5 more days from 29 Sep to 7 Oct. 1 at Ghadira from 5-11 Nov. !

1 on 17th and 3 on 24 Feb were exceptionally early. Single figures on 20 days
from 1 Mar fo 24 May, most in Apr. Max. 6+ at GRadira on 10 Méy. In autumn sing-
les recorded on 6 days from 25 Aug to 30 Sep. N

MARSH WARBLER Acrocephalus palustris Baghal ta' l-AgRdajjar

1979

Singles ringed at Chadwick Lakes on 27 Aug and at Wied il-Lug on 30 Sep.

REED WARBLER Acrocephalus scirpaceus Baghal tal-Qasab

1979

1980 :

In spring, singles on 25 Mar, 17 Apr, 12th and 20 May and 2-3 Jun. In autumn

first j on 14 Jul followed by 1~2 on 24th, 26th and 28th, then sinale figures
almost daily from 5 Aug to 27 Oct, with 10+ at Buskett on 1 Sep. Most autumn
records from Buskett/Girgenti area.

Singles at GRadira in May on 3rd, 7th and 10th and at Buskett on 15 Jun. In autumn
on 23 days from 9 Aug to 20 Oct; never more than 5 in one locality. Most records
from first date to mid-Sep.

GREAT REED WARBLER Acrocephalus arundinaceus Baghal Prim

1979

1980

1-3 on 22 days from 24 Mar to 20 May. On autumn migration in single figures,
max. 5, almost daily from 3 Aug to 20 Oct.
Recorded frequently from 13 Apr to 1 Jun, though most records from mid-Apr to first

week of May. Max. 6 at Lunzjata on 1| May. In aufumn 1-3 on 7 days from 15 Aug to
7 Sep.
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OLIVACEOUS WARBLER dippolais pallida Bekkafik Griz
1979 : 1 ringed at Buskett on 16 Jun.
1980 : 1-singing at Buskett on 15 Jun.

ICTERINE WARBLER Hippolais icterina Bekkafik Isfar
1979 : Singles on 16th, 28-29 Apr and up to 5 on 8 days in May fo 28fh. In autumn, 1-3
on 17 days from 24 Aug fo 7 Oct.

1980 : 1 on 27 Apr, then almost daily in May to 25th; usually in single figures but 20+
at Ghadira on 10th and 10+ at Wied Bufula on 18th. Singles on 17th and 19 Aug and
on 23 Sep.

MELOD IOUS WARBLER Hippolais polyglotta Bekkafik ta' L-Ghana

1980. : 1 trapped and ringed at Lunzjata on 26 Aug.

DARTFORD WARBLER Sylvia undata Bufula tax-Xagfiri

1979 : Singles at Ghadira on 20th and 27 Jan and at Sliema on 27 Dec.

1980 : Singles at Mizieb on 26 Jan, 9 Feb and 1 Mar and at Ghadira on 13th and 23 Nov and
on 26-28 Dec.

SPECTACLED WARBLER Sylvia conspicillata Bufula Hamra
1979-80 : Common breeding resident mainly in cpen areas.

SUBALPINE WARBLER Sylvia cantillans Bufu.a Passajra

1979 : Singles on 17-18 Mar, then up to 10 almost daily from 23 Mar to 16 Apr. Singles
again on 8 more days from 21 Apr to 16 May but 3+ on 5 May, In autumn, singles
on 24-25 Jul, then double figures daily in suitable feeding areas from 26th on to
23 Sep. Largest concentrations at Buskett with max. of 60+ on 28 Aug. Last were
i-2 on 3 days from 29 Sep to 7 Oct.

1980 : In spring, single figures in many localities almost daily from 16 Mar to 29 Apr,
but low double figures on*3 days at Dwejra~Gozo. Max. there of 40+ on 13 Apr.
1-2 on 4 days in May and 1 singing at Buskett on 15 Jun. 2 on 5 Jul, then single
figures frequently from 20 Jul fo 5 Aug increasing to low double figures daily
from 6 Aug to 12 Sep. Highest at Buskett: 60+ on 5th and 8 Sep. Up fo 5 on 10
more days from then on +ill 17 Oct.

SARDINIAN WARBLER Sylvia melanocephala Bufula Sewda
1879-80 : Very common breeding resident in most localities. No clear evidence of
migration.
LESSER WHITETHROAT Syivia curruca Bekkafik Irmiedi
1979 . Singles at Rabat on 3 days from 7-17 Sep and 1-3 at Ghadira on 4 days from 18 Sep
to 2 Oct. ‘
1980 : 1 at Rabat on 4 Sep.

WHITETHROAT Sylvia communis Bekkafik ARmar

1979 : In spring, 1-2 on 6 days from 7-17 Apr, then single figures commonly from 27 Apr
to 20 May. Max. 15+ at Ghadira on 1 May. Autumn passage: singles on 6th and
14-15 Sep, 2 on 29 Sep and c¢.5 on 3 Oct. .

1980 : 1-2 on 6th and 12 Apr, then almost daily from 18 Apr to 25 May; mainly single fig-
ures, low double figures occasionally from a few places. Highest were 15+ at ’
Ghadira on 27 Apr. Singles in Jun on Ist and 7th. 3 singles in autumn, atl in
Sep on 4th, 14th and 21st.

GARDEN WARBLER Sylvia borin Bekkafik

1979 : 1-2 almost daily from 14-25 Apr, then low double figures freguentily to 16 May,
max. 20+ at Ghadira on Ist., Up to 5 from then on till 20 May. I[n autumn singles
on 5 days from 15-25 Aug, then daily double figures, mainly at Buskett till 30 Sep
gas. 60+ at Buskett on many days in Sep. Single figures in Oct to 23rd. 1 on

Nov.

1980 : Single figures almost daily from 6-26 Apr, then also in occasional low double fig-
ures t1ll 18 May with max. of 40+ at Ghadira on 10 May. Single figures again
tILL 28 May. On autumn migration, in single figures on 9 days from 15 Aug to 2
Sep, daily in low double figures from 4-12 Sep, highest 40+ at Buskett on 8th and
12th, and then again single figures on 9 days from 14 Sep to 28 Oct.

BLACKCAP | Sylvia atricapilla Kapinera

1979 : Treble figures at Rabat/Buskett and single to low double figures elsewhere in

- first 3 months. Monthly peaks at Buskett: 200+ on 7 Jan, 500+ on 10th and 17 Feb

and 800+ on 14 Mar. Single to low double figures in Apr to 16th. In Sep, singles
on 20th and 23rd. Single figures frequently from 6 Oct till year end, never more
than 8 in one place.
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1980 : Gradual increase at Buskett in Jan-Mar, from 100+ on 5 Jan to 800+ on 15 Mar.
Mainly single figures in other areas except for 100+ at Rabat on 19 Mar. Numbers
reduced to tow double figures at Buskett by 8 Apr, followed by single figures
titl 21st. Singtes on 6 days from 18 Oct to 8 Nov, numbers increasing at Buskett
to c.40 by 27 Nov and remaining stable titl year end. Occasional singles in other
places, but 30+ at GRajn Zejtuna on 26 Dec.

YELLOW-BROWED WARBLER Phylloscopus inornatus Vjolin tal-Faxx
1979 : 1 trapped and ringed af Ghadira on 3 Dec.

BONELL!'S WARBLER Phylloscopus bonelli Vjolin Bajdani
1879 : On 5 days from 28 Mar fo 28 Apr, never more than 3 on one day.
1980 : Singles at Ghadira on 26th and 28 Apr and on 3~4 May.

WOOD WARBLER Phylloscopus sibilatrix Vjolin Hadrani

1979 : In spring, single fligures frequently from 31 Mar to 9 Apr, then daily low double
figures in many places from 11 Apr to 13 May, max. 50+ at Salina on 28 Apr. Then
up to 3 fitl 19 May. 1~2 on 6 days from 14 Aug to 1 Sep and up to 5 frequently
from 5-23 Sep, followed by low double figures almost daily from 29 Sep to 7 Oct,
highest 40+ at Girgenti on 29th. Single figures on two more days till 16 Oct.

1980 : Spring passage from 1 Apr to 25 May, single figures from first date to 6 Apr fol-
lowed by double figures daily till 18 May, with peak from 25 Apr to 1 May. Max.
for one locality: 60+ at Ghadira on 27 Apr. Poor autumn migration with 2 records
in Sep: 1 on 1st and 2 on 8th.

CHIFFCHAFF Phylloscopus collybita Vjolin tax—-Xitfwa

1979 : Low double figures In many areas from Jan fo 16 Mar. Max. 50+ near Chadwick Lakes
on 2nd and 10 Jan. In single figures from 17-25 Mar, then only singles on 4 days
from 28 Mar to 7 Apr and on 21 Apr. A most unusual bird at Chadwick Lakes on 23
Jun was singing continuously and also seen displaying fo a bewildered juv. Sardin-
ian Warbler. In autumn single figures on 17th and 20 Oct. Daily
Ltow double figures from then on fill year end, never more than 50+ in one area.

1980 : Double figures in Jan-Feb to 17th. Retfurn passage evident from Last week of Feb
to mid-Mar, with numbers increasing in many localities., Highest were 100+ at Gha-—
dira on 24 Feb. Mainly in single figures from 18-31 Mar and 1-3 on 9 days in Apr
to 13th. Singles at Ghadira on 6th and 3 May. First in autumn were singles on 3
days from 11-i8 Oct and up to 5 on 20-21 Oct, then low double figures daity from
24 QOct to 31 Dec, but 250+ at Lunzjata on 28-29 Dec. Otherwise never more than
50+ in any other place.

WILLOW WARBLER Phylloscopus trochilus Vjolin Pastard

1979 : 1+2 on 6 days from 18-30 Mar, then up to 5 commonly from 31 Mar to 29 Apr and 1-
on 5 more days in May to 16th. In aufumn single figures daily from 13 Aug fo 16
Sep, low double figures frequently from 18 Sep to 3 Oct with max. of 20+ at Gha-
dira on 18th and 29-30 Sep, and single figures again from then on tilL 20 Oct.

1 on ist and 2 on 3 Nov.

1980 : Singles on 16th and 21 Mar. In low double figures from 22-31 Mar, with 30+ at
Ghadira on 22 Mar highest. Single figures almost daily from 1-23 Apr increasing
to Llow double figures again from 26 Apr fo 1 May (max. of 30+ again at Ghadira on
27 Apr). Single figures on 3 more days in May to 11th. Single figures almost
daily, mainly at Ghadira, from 21 Aug to 21 Oct, double figures reached only on
two days, on 23 Sep and 21 Oct. Max. c.15 at Ghadira on first date.

GOLDCREST Regulus regulus Bufula tal-Qamar

1979 : 4 at Mizieb on 4 Jan were the only birds identified.

1980 : In Oct, singles on 25th and 29th, then up to 5 on 3 days in Nov and 1-2 on 2 days
in Dec.

FIRECREST Regulus ignicapillus Bufula tat-Toppu Afmar

1979 : 4 at Mizieb and 4 af Buskett on 10th and 13 Jan, respectively. Singlkes at Buskett
on 4 Mar and at Dwe jra-Gozo on 8 Apr.

1980 : 1-2 recorded on 1 day in Jan and on two days each in Feb and Mar fo 29th. 2 on
20 Dec.

GOLD/F IRECREST Regulus regulus/ ignicapillus

1979 : Recorded frequently from coniferous areas, mainty Buskett and Mizieb, during first
3 months. Monthly maxima: 30+ at MiZzieb on 21 Jan, 5+ on 3 days in Feb and 15+ at
Mizieb on 10 Mar. This stight increase in Mar suggests a small return passage.
Last recorded on 25 Mar. In autumn only 1 record of 2 at Buskett on 23 Oct.
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1980 :

In suitable areas from Jan-2Z Mar; low double figures only from MiZzieb, max. of
20+ there on 5 Jan. !n autumn singles on 4th and 9 Nov, then low double figures
at Buskett and Mizieb from end of Nov till vear end. Highest for each area were
15+ on 27 Nov and 20+ on 13 Dec respectively.

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER Muscicapa striata Zanzarell tat-Tikki

1979 -

1980 :

-2 on 3 days from 14-21 Apr and daily in single figures from 27 Apr to 20 May,
with 10+ at Ramla Valiey on 5 May highest. 1 at Buskett on 3 Jun. Singles on
19th and 23 Aug, followed by single figures almost daily from 28 Aug to 14 Sep and
then occasionally reaching tow double figures from 15-30 Sep, but never more than
10+ in one place. 1-2 on 7th and 17 Oct.

Singles on 4 days from 6-16 Apr, then up fo 6 freguently till 8 May reaching low
double figures from 9-18 May (max. 25 at Wied Bufula on last date); then only
1-5 till 25 May. 1-2 at Buskeit in Jun-Jul. Poor autumn passage with singles on
24 Aug, 10th and 26 Sep and 2 on 19 Cct.

RED-BREASTED FLYCATCHER Ficedula parva Zaniarell Sidru ARmar

1979 .
1980 :

Singles on 24 Aug, on 29 Sep, on 3 days in Gct from 13-23rd and on 4 Nov.
Singles at Buskett on 22 Sep, at Marsa on 12th and at Ste.tucia on 14 Oct.

COLLARED FLYCATCHER Ficedula albicollis Zanzarell tat-Kullar

1979
1980 :

t~4 daily from 5-21 Apr and 1-2 on 28 Apr and 1 May.
1-3 on 11 days from 2 Apr to 11 May; most records in first week of Apr.

PIED FLYCATCHER Ficedula hypoleuca Zanzarell |swed

1979 -

1980 :

GOLDEN
1979 -

1980 :

Single figures daily from ! Apr fo 1 May, max. 6+ at Ghadira on 28 Apr. Then 1-2
on 4 days from 8~13 May. In autumn singles on 6 days from 31 Aug to 25 Sep and
i=2 on 7th and 16 Oct.

Single figures almost daily from 2-26 Apr, increasing on 27-29 Apr, when low
double figures recorded from many arees. Max. 30+ at Chadwick Lakes on 27th.
Single figures again from 30 Apr to 11 May. In autumn singles at Lunzjate on 19
Aug, 1 Sep and 18 Oct.

ORIOLE Orioclus oriolus Tajra Safra

Up to 5 frequently from 8-21 Apr then also in occasional low double figures till

3 May. Highest 25 at Madliena on 3 May. In single figures again from 6-21 May;

2 on 30 May and on 5 Jun. Autumn migration: single figures atmost daily from

1-15 Sep; never more than 8 in one locality. Then singles on 3 more days in Sep
titl 30th.

1 on 31 Mar, then singte figures frequently from 12 Apr fo 27 May but 20+ at Qala,
Gozo on 29 Apr and 15+ roosting at San Anton Gardens on 19 May. in autfumn 1-2 on
& days from 21 Aug fo 8 Sep.

RED-BACKED SHRIKE rLanius collurio Ka&éamendula Hamra

1979
1980

1~2,mainly at Buskett,on 15 days from 19 Aug to 30 Sep, and 1 on 13 Oct.
2 on 17 Aug, then 1-2 on 5 days from 4-21 Sep, and { on 11 Oct. Late bird at
Ghadira on 24 Nov.

WOODCHAT SHRIKE Lanius senator Kac&amendula

1979

1980

1 on 1 Apr, then almost daily from 6 Apr to 8 May; in single figures bu* 14+ at
L'Ahrax on 25 Apr. 1-2 on 2 more days in May 1ill 28th and 1 at Ghadira on 18
Jun. in autumn singles on 6th and 31 Jul and up to 3 on 9 days from 15 Aug io
10 Sep.

: Spring migration: 1-2 on 3 days from 28 Mar fo 14 Apr. More frequently recorded

from 25 Apr to 19 May, but always in single figures, max. ¢.8 at Pieta' on 25 Apr.
1 on & Aug and up to 2 on 7 days from 24 Aug fo 21 Sep.

ROOK Corvus frugilegus Korvu

1979 .

1 at Hal Far on 13 Apr.

STARLING Sturnus vulgaris Sturnetl

1979 -

1980 -

Double to treble fiagures in first three months till 11 Mar. Higher numbers at
roosts, with max. of 2,000+ roosting at B'Kara on 7 Jan. 1 on 18 Mar and up to
5 on 4 days in Apr fo 8th. In autumn singte figures on 4 days from 11-17 Oct,

then from 19 Oct onwards with largest flocks recorded at Luge Airport. Highest
for last three months there: ¢.4,000 o 30+h, 2500+ on | Nov and 5,000+ on ¢ Dec.
Tseble figures in Jan-feb to 17th. Numbers reduced considerably from then on and
only single to low doubte figures recorded from any one place titl 19 Mar, Sin-
gleson 21-22 Apr and 1 May and on 12-13 Jul, 1st, 5th, 21st and 23 Aug. Autumn
migration: 1 on 29 Sep and 6 on 1 Oct. Almost daily from 9 Oct till year end but
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number of wintering birds was retatively tow. Treble figures recorded occasional-
ly and flocks of up to ¢.3,000 only at roosts.

SPANISH SPARROW Passer hispaniolensis GRammiel tal-Bejt
1979-80 : Abundant breeding resident.

TREE SPARROW Passer montanus GRammiel tas-Sigar

1979~80 : Small colonies scattered in Malta and Gozo. In small flocks of up to 50 occa~
sionally in Aug and Sep, especially near water hotes. Evidence of migration
only in 1980, especially in first week of Nov with up to 30 at GRadira on
1-2nd.

CHAFFINCH Fringilla coelebs Sponsun

1979 : Single to Low double figures wintering in many areas. Highest 20+ atf Buskett on
4th and 17 Feb. In single figures onty from 11-24 Mar and then singles on 3 more
days in Mar, 6 days in Apr and 4 days in May to 13th. Up to 5 at Buskett from
16 Jun to 30 Sep and up to 6 at Girgenti during Aug. Singles from a few ofher loc-
alities during the summer months. First true autumn migranis from 20 Oct. In low
double figures from then on till 9 Nov, with small influxes on 21 Oct and 1 Nov,
max. 45+ at Ghadira on 21 Oct. Single figures from then on with occasional low
double figures from few areas till year end.

1980 : Double figures daily in Jan but numbers greatly reduced in Feb and Mar. Highest
monthly totals for first three months: 50+ on 26 Jan, 15+ on 23 Feb and 20+ cn
2 Mar, all at Buskett. Singles on 6 days in Apr and on 3 days in May to 241h.
1 at GRadira on 7 Jun and up to 5 at Buskett from § Jun to 2 Oct. Autumn migra-
tion from 21 Oct. In low double figures till 7 Nov, highest 50+ at Girgenfi on
27 Oct. Single figures from then on but tow double figures only at Buskett filt
year end.

BRAMBL ING Fringilla montifringilla Sponsun Selvagd
1979 : 1 at Delimara on 3 Dec.
1980 : 1 at Ghadira from 19 Jan to 30 Mar.

SERIN Serinus serinus Apparell

1979 : Up to 5 wintfering in various places in Jan-Mar fo 10th. Singles on 14th and 26
Apr and on 16 Jun, 8th and 24-25 Jul, one of which was a juvenite bird. Very poor
autumn migration: 1-3 on 3 days in Nov from 3-24th. Small influx in last week of
Dec with 30+ at Xaghra on 26 Dec.

1980 : Heavy passage in Jan with double figures daily from 5 Jan to 22 Mar, fhough in
smaller numbers after 24 feb. Max. 80+ at Buskett on 6th and 26 Jan. Single fig-
ures from late Mar 1itt 29 Apr. Up to 3 at Buskett and a few singles from some
other areas inMay-Sep to 5th. Aufumn passage in single figures on 9 days from
27 Oct to 22 Nov. Small passage in Dec with peak on 10th, max. ¢.20 at Ghadira on
that date. Only in single figures from 15 Dec onwards.

GREENF INCH cCarduelis chiloris Verdun

1979 : 1-2 on 6th and 21 Jan. Return passage almost non-existant with only 4 records of
i-3 birds from 16 Mar to § Apr. On autumn migration from 13 Oct, with an influx
in Gozo on 1 Nov and single to low double figures +ill 29 Nov, with max. of 15+ af
GRadira on 24 Nov. 1-3 occasionally in Dec.

1980 : Up to 5, mostly at Buskett, in Jan-Mar and up fo 50+ roosting at Senglea on 31 Jan
to 1 Feb. 1-2 on 4 days in Apr to 13th. Singles in May on 3rd, 6th and 18th, in
Jul on 26th, in Aug on 29th and in Sep on 9th, 11th and 20th. First true migrants
probably on 5 Oct. Small passage from 27 Oct to 9 Nov, never more than & in one
place. Up to 5 on 3 more days from 22-29 Nov and 1 on 13 Dec.

GOLDF INCH Carduelis carduelis Gardetl

1979 : 2 on 8th and 1Z Mar and singles on 16 Jun and 28 Aug. 1In aufumn up to 3 on & days
from 21 Oct fo 25 Nov.

1980 : 1-2 on 4 days from 15-22 Mar. Singles on 9 Jun and 6th and 8 Aug. 'In autumn on 3
widely scatiered dates from 30 Oct to 25 Dec, max. 7 at Buskett on 27 Nov.

SISKIN cCarduelis spinus Fkru

1979 : Smalt influx on 20 Oct, then 1-2 on 31 Oct and 3 Nov.

1980 : 1 at Luga on 3 feb,

UINNET Carduelis cannabina Gojjin

1979 : Double figures from .Jan fo mid-Mar, max. 60+ at Ta' Qali on 18 Feb. 4 newly
fledged young were seen in Gozo on 12 Mar. Heavy passage on 20 Mar with con-
tinuous large flocks seen passing along Ta' Cenc. Single to low double figures
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from then on till 16 Apr. Singles on 5th and 3t Aug and on 2nd and 30 Sep.
Autumn migration from 17 Oct with peak In first two weeks of Nov, max. 40+ on 3rd
to 4¥h. Mainly In single figures from then on but <,20 at GRadira on 24 Nov and
10+ at Ta' Qali on 2 Dec.

1980 : Single figures at first In Jan but large influxes occurred in mid-Jan. Treble fig-
ures freguently from then on *ill 2 Mar. Largest concentrations at roosts, with
max. of 400+ at Ta' Qali on 27 Jan and 2 Feb. Single to double figures daily in
Mar and Apr to 22nd. -2 in May fo 11th. in Jun recorded on 3 days, but 7 at
Mosta on 28th suggests breeding. Up to 5 occasionally in Jul-Sep to 21st, mainly
in Gozo. Autumn passage: 1-3 on 3 days from 12-19 Oct followed by double figures
from 26 Oct till vear end, but 100+ at Buskett on 28 Oct and at San Anton on
26 Dec.

CROSSBILL Loxia curvirocstra Kruéjat

1979 : Some repor*ed at Buskett on 8 Jul.

SCARLET ROSEFINCH Carpodacus erythrinus Bumungar

1979 : Singles at Girgenti on 22 Sep, near Victoria on 22 0Oct and at St. Thomas Bay on

28 Oct.
1980 : 1 at Lunzjata in Nov.
HAWF INCH Coccothraustes coccothraustes Taz-Zebbug
1979 : 1 on 26 Jan and 1-3 on 3 days from 20 Oct to 10 Nov.
1980 : 1 at Lunzjata on 9 Jan and small influx with up to 4 in Gozo, on 6 Apr.
YELLOWMAMMER BEmberiza citrinpella Durrajsa Safra
1979 : 1 trapped at Kalkara on 8 Nov.

ORTOLAN BUNTING Emberiza hortulana Ortolan
1979 : Up to 5 on 3 days from 10-17 Apr.

RUSTIC BUNTING ZEmberiza rustica Durrajsa Qastnija
1979 : 1 at Lunzjata on 29 Nov.

LITTLE BUNTING Emberiza pusilla Durrajsa Qergnija
1979 : 1t was trapped at San Lawrenz, Gozo at the end of Oct.

REED BUNTING Emberiza schoeniclus Durrajsa tal-Qasab

1979 : 1 on 11 Mar. In autumn single figures aitmost daily at Ghadira from 12 Oct ftill
vear end with max af 8+ on 5th and 15 Nov.

1980 : Up to 3 at Ghadira from Jan till ! Mar. Autumn passage : first 1 on G Oct, then
daily single figures from 29 Oct till year end, highest 8+ on 11 Dec. All records
from Ghadira.

CORN BUNTING Miliaria calandra Durrajsa

1979~80 : Common breeding resident in open areas. Largs flocks gather near water holes In
summer, mainly from Aug to mid-5Sep. Max 50+ at SBuskett in Malta and 250+ &t Dwejra
in Gozo.

ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK Pheucticus ludovicianus 3umungar Amerikan
1979 : 1 trapped at Delimara on 31 Oct.

ERRATA:
Systematic list for 1974 - [{-Merill No. 16 (July-December 1975)

SCOPS OWL Otus scops
Heavy passage on 10th Oct should read on 12th,

SWALLOW Hirundo rustica
4 pull? fledged succesfully on 1 Aug. 1 Aug should read 2 Aug.
Systematic List for 1977-78 - Ii{-Merilt No. 21, 1980

GREAT SKUA Stercorarius skua
1978 : A rdnged bird was recovered 14 km, east of Malta on 23 Jul. 23 Jul should read

23 Feb.
SCOPS QWL Otus scops
1977 : 1 at L-Ahrax on 10 Jul was unusual. This record was of a Short-eared Owl.
SHORT-EARED OWL Asic flammeus
1977 : add: 1 at L-Ahrax on 10 Jul was unusual.

42

Ringing Report for 1979— 81
JOE SULTANA & CHARLES GAUCH

This report covers a three-year period, 1979-1981, during which a total of 25,613
birds was ringed. This represents a decrease of 8,837 birds when compared to the previous
three-year period (1976-1978). The decrease is mainly due to the fact that several ringers
were actively engaged on the Ghadira project from mid-1980. Thus the ringing activity of
some of the most active ringers was greatly reduced. The relatively poor migration of
autumn 1979 and, in particular, of both spring and autumn of 1980 also contributed to this
decrease. By the end of 1981 the grand total of birds ringed stood at 114,706 of 143
specles.

The number of birds ringed in 1979 was 9,398 of 85 species; a decrease of 2,032 from
the previos year's total, The slump continued in 1980 when 7,481 birds of 88 species were
ringed. In 1981 a slight increase was reaisfered as 8,734 birds of 98 species figured in
the totals Llist.

By the end of the three-year period under review the same species occupying the 15 top
places of birds ringed refained the same position excent for the Sardinian Warbler, which
moved into 6th place in front of the Sand Martin (this was due to the increase in ringing
Sardinian Warbler pulli and the poor catches of Sand Martin in 1979 and 1980) and the Wood
Warbler which moved up in front of the Yellow Wagfail. The following table shows these 15
top species ringed since 1965, with the annual totfals for the 6 years 1976-1981. From it
one can deduce which species have contfributed towards the decrease In totals for the year
1980 as compared fo the total number of 1977 which, at 13,511, was the highest for any one
year since ringing started in 1965.

1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1965-1981
Robin 1381 1843 1586 989 676 1140 14515
Chiffchaff 1108 2689 984 719 787 574 12938
Storm Petrel 460 578 1285 809 791 463 11863
Swallow 840 901 1727 824 755 1265 1512
Spanish Sparrow 820 812 694 817 S62 661 8062
Sardinian Warbler 531 675 691 829 591 581 5868
Sand Martin 272 1112 538 380 181 909 5862
Garden Warbler 486 283 271 412 250 254 4519
Blackcap 252 625 551 643 285 228 4446
House Martin 359 406 272 282 AN 348 3807
Subalpine Warbler 348 218 238 230 279 160 2846
Wood Warbler 348 305 145 248 255 114 2153
Yellow Wagtail 111 157 257 125 48 96 1910
Willow Warbler 139 174 248 136 158 121 1758
Redstart 153 155 128 95 30 63 1525

Although the tofals ringed In the year 1979-81 are much less than the previous corres—
ponding three years, the period under review also produced some annual records. Those for
1979 were Cetti's Warbler (60), Fan-tailed Warbler(233), Reed Warbier (122), Spectacled
Warbler (255), Sardinian Warbler (829) and Blackcap (642), The record annual totals for
1980 were Little Stint (80), Common Sandpiper (44), Fan-tailed Warbler (362) and Corn Bun-
ting (65). Those for 1981were Little Stint (103), Ruff (18), Meadow Pipit (209), Cetti's
Warbler (62) and Tree Sparrow (26). The records of Cetti's Warbler, Fan-tailed Warbler,
Soectacled Warbler and Sardinian Warbler reflect the increase in pulli ringing. The record
totals of waders result from the habitat management at Ghadira where since 1980, water has
been present also in summer and early autumn. The record catch of Meadow Pipits in 1981
was achieved due to larger numbers present during winfer, prodgucing good catches, mainly
at Lunz jata.

Eleven new species have been added to the ringing List during the period under review.
These were Little Grebe and Yellow-browed Warbler In 1979; Coot, Spotted Redshank, Red-
shank, Marsh Sandpiper and Greenshank In 198C; and Night Heron, Stone Curlew, Shorf-eared
Owl and Little Bunfing in 1981, These have brought the numoer of species ringed since
autumn 1965 fo 143 ana 1 hybrid.

Following this preamble the report consists of a list of ringing and recovery totals
to 31.12.81, a ringing-recoveries section which deals with 62 recoveries of 20 species oc-
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curring during 1979-81; and another section dealing with locally-recovered foreign ringed
birds (52 recoveries of 25 spscies). As usual this last section includes birds which were
recovered in earlier years buf which came to our notice during the current period.

RINGING AND RECOVERY TOTALS TO 31.12.81

The 62 recoveries of Malte-ringed birds included in this report are those which occur- . - A S N
red at least 5 km away from the rinaing site. 32 of these were recovered abroad. As in Species ngged Rl;ged Rlngd Grizzgzgual Grand Totzl

i hi i in orod e hi numbe i - T recovere:
previous years the hirundines and the Robin oroduced the highest number of foreign recove ‘ 1979 1980 1951 16851981 19651981

ries. 10 Swallows, 3 Sand Martins and 1 House Martin were found in various European coun-
tries, while 5 Robins were reported from Sweden, Finland, ltaly and Tunisia (2). A White-
throat ringed on spring migration at Lunzjata and recovered on its southern journey the

Little Grebe

Tachybaptus ruficollis

Cory's Shearwater

1

1

following autumn in Egypt was the scheme's first recovery of this species. The 2nd recove— 1 A A N _
ry of a Nightingate turned out in Czechoslovakia. A 2nd Snipe in [faly (recovered after i ca :EECtrls diomedea 51 23 59 773 20
only 4 days in autumn!) is amongst other species figuring in the List. The local movements Hanx ohearwater
of 6 Cetti's Warblers and 8 Fan-tailed Warblers confrolled during this period are most in- Puffinus puffinus 64 28 22 380 3
teresting Storm Petrel
’ = Hydrobates pelagicus 809 791 463 11,863 23
The recoveries of foreign ringed birds hail from Czechoslovakia (11), U.S.S.R. (9), Little Bittern
Sweden (5}, Finland (43, France (3), Grea? Britain (3), Hungary (2}, Austria (2),1taly(2), Ixobrychus minutus 2 - 1 22 1
Holland (2), Poland (2}, Denamrk (1), Belgium (1), West Germany (1), East Germany (1}, Night Heron
Greece (1), Eire (1) and S.W. Africa (1). The species which have besn recovered for the Nycticorax nycticorax - - 1 1 -
first time are an Avocet from Ukraine (USSR} and 2 Little Stint from England. There are Kestrel
several other interesting recoveries including & Turnstone from S.W. Africa, a Swedish Falco tinnunculus - - 1 g 1
Temminck's Stint controlled a fortnight after being ringed, the first Nightjar from Sweden Hobbx
the first Swift from Finland, the first Chaffinch from U.S.S.R. (Kiev), and the first Falco subbuteo - - - 1 -
Sedge Warbler from Holland. Three Ospreys, two from Finland and one from Sweden, brought Quail .
the total of recoveries of this species o 14 and 12 from these countries respectively. Coturnix coturnix 1 - - 4 -
The first Marsh Harrier from Latvia SSR and the first Honey Buzzard from Hungary are two Water Rail
other raptors which figure in this section. The 5th Great Skua fo be recovered alsc hailed kallus agquaticus - 2 1 20 1
from the Shetlands, as did the previous four birds. The hirundines,with 7 Sand Martins and Spotted Crake
4 Swallows,top the List of recoveries. Porzana porzana 1 - - 8 1
At the beginning of the Thrge—year period under review the ringing permit holders were nggigaggazgrva - - = 5 _
J. Attard Montatto, J. Azzopardi, D. Cachia, R. Cachia Zammit, V. Cilis,E. Curmi, R. Galea, Baillon's Crake
C. Gauci, M.V, Gauct, 1. Gauci, B:K. German, 9' Grech{ M. Qr%ma, R.M. Holman, V. Sammut, Porzana pusilla _ _ _ 1 _
J. Sultana and R. Testa. 0D. Cachia and R. Galea acguired the ringing permit at the begin- Moorhen
ning of 1979. R.M. Holman left the islands in March 1979, However, at the same fime J.W. Gallinula chloropus 4 1 5 41 2
Perry qualified as a ringer. During 1980 the number of ringers remained the same as in the Coot b -
previous year with, however, E. Curmi, M.V, Gauci and J.W. Perry being away from the ic- Fulica atra _ 1 _ T _
tands for most of the year. During 1981 the permits of J. Azzopardi and J.W. Perry were :
- . . - - . o N N N N Stone Curlew
withdrawn due to their emigration from the islands, white E. Curmi was again away for most Burhinus cedicnemus _ _ 1 1 _
of the year. M.V. Gauci refurned from his stfudies abroad in July while Z new ringers, S. Little Ringed Plove
Batzan and J. Borg, Jjoined the agroup on attaining the required standard after a period of Charadrigs dubiusr - 7 2 37 \
training. . ’
Ringed Plover =
in January 1979 the Government accorded official recognition to the MOS bird ringing Charadrius hiaticula - - - 4 -
scheme. An agreement between Miss A. Barbara, then Minister responsibie for Culture, and Lapwing
the MOS was signed. The scheme was called the Valletta Bird Ringing Scheme and is fo be Vanellus vanellus - - - 1 -
run by a Commitfee appointed by the MOS and iwo Government representatives. Little Stint
. Calidris minuta 7 80 103 337 2
The Committee for the three-year period was composed of J. Sultana (Ringing Officer) T P ' ; .
R [N ~ o . N - ’ emminck's Stint
C. Gauci (Ringing Secretary), B.K. German (Treasurer}, J, Azzopardi (Commitfee's Secre- Calidris temminckii - 2 g 20 -
tary) and A.E, Baldacchino (Member). The representatives of the Ministry of Culture were Curlew Sandpiper
E. Schembri and J. Vella Gaffiero. in 1981 R, Gales replaced J. Azzopardi as Committee's Calidris ?egguginea 4 2 6 29 3
Secretary. : “
Dunlin o
C. Gauci, Ringing Secretary, was responsible for recording and filing atl the ringing Calidris alpina 2 5 10 24 -
and recovery data. Ruff
Philomachus pugnax - 1 18 32 ]
Jack Snipe
Lymnocryptes minimus 5 2 4 16 7
Snipe
Gallinago gallinago 3 3 10 28 2
Great Snipe
Gallinago media 2 - 1 5 1
Spotted Redshank
Tringa erythropus - 1 - 1 _
Redshanik
Tringa totanus - 1 1 2 -
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Harsh Sandpiper
Tringa stagnatilis
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Greenshank
Tringa nebularia

Creen Sandpiper
Tringa ochropus

Wood Sandpiper
Tringa glgreola

Common Sandpiper
Actitis hypoleucos

Mediterranean Gull
Larus melanocephalus

Black-headed Gull
Larus ridibundus

Herring Gull
Larus argentatus

Turtle Dove |
Streptopelia turtur

Cuckoo
Cuculus canorus

Scops Owl
Otus scops

Short-eared Owl
Asio flammeus

ng
aprlmulgus europaeus
wift
Apus apus
Kingfisher .
Alcedo atthis
Hoopoe
Upupa epops
Wry eck
ynx torquilla

Short-toed Lark
Calandrella brachydactyla

Woodlark
Luilula arborea

Skylark
Xlauaa arvensis

Sand Martin
Riparia riparia

Swallow
Hirundo rustica

Red-rumped Swallow
Hirundo daurica

House Martin
Delichon urbica

Rlchard's Pipit
us novaeseelandlae

Tawn¥ Pipit
hus campestris

Olive-backed Pipit
Anthus hodgsoni

Tree Pipit =
Anthus trivialis

Meadow Pipit
Anthus pratensis

Red-throated Pipit
Anthus cervinus

Water Pipit
Anthus spinoletta

Yellow Wagtail
Motacilla flava

Grey Wagtail
Motacilla cinerea

White Wagtall
Motacilla alba

nNY

20

[

380

824

282

125

[sN

46

~d

39

209

96

27

723

720

1,910

431
302

w

Wren

Troglodytes troglodytes
Dunnock

Prunella modularis
Rufous Bush Chat

Cercotrichas galactotes
Robin

Brithacus rubecula
Thrush Nightingale

Luscinia luscinia
nghtlngale

uscinia megarynchos

Bluethroat

Luscinia svecica
Black Redstart

Phoenicurus ochruros
Redstart

Phoenicurus phoenicurus
Whinchat

Saxicola rubetra

Stonechat
Saxicola torguata

Isabelline Wheatear

Oenanthe isabellina
t'heatear

Oenanthe oenanthe
Black-eared Wheatear

Oenanthe hispanica
Rock Thrush

Monticola saxatilis
Blue Rock Thrush

Monticola solitarius
Ring Ouzel

Turdus torquatus
Blackbird

Turdus merula
Fieldfare .

Turdus pilaris
Song Thrush

Turdus philomelos
Redwing

Turdus iliacus
Cetti's Warbler

Cettia cetti
Fan-tailed Warbler

Cisticola juncidis
Grasshopper Warbler

Locustella naevia

River Warbler
Locustella fluviatilis

Savi's Warbler .
Locustella luscinioides

Moustached Warbler
Acrocephalus melanopogon

Sedge Warbler
Acrocephalus schoenocbaenus

Marsh Warbler
Acrocephalus palustris

Reed Warbler
Acrocephalus scirpaceus

Great Reed Warbler
Acrocephalus arundinaceus

Olivaceous Warbler
Hippolais pallida

Icterine Warbler
Hippolais icterina

60

233

47

58

676

33

w

31

50

362

r

25

35

31

47

63

87

26

62

168

68

44

858

745
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Melodious Warbler
Hippolais polyglotta

Dartford Warbler
Sylvia undata

Spectacled Warbler
Sylvia conspiciliata

Subalpine Warbler
Sylvia cantillans

Sardinian Warbler
Sylvia melanocephala

Ruppell's Warbler
Sylvia rueppelli

Orphean Warbler |
Sylvia hortensis

Barred Warbler
. Sylvia nisoria

Lesser Whitethroat
Sylvia curruca

Whitethroat i
Sylvia communis

Garden Warbler
Sylvia borin

Blackcap .
Sylvia atricapilla
Yellow-browed Warbler
Phylloscopus inornatus

Bonelli's Warbler
Phylloscopus bonelli

Wood Warbler .
Phylloscopus sibilatrix

Chiffchaff o
Phylloscopus colliybita

Willow Warbler
Phylloscopus trochilus

Goldcrest
Regulus regulus

Firecrest .
Rregulus ignicapillus
Spotted Flycatcher
Muscicapa striata
Red-breasted Flycatcher
Ficedula parva
Semi-collared Flycatcher
Ficedula semitorguata
Collared Flycatcher
Ficedula albicollis
Pied Flycatcher
Ficedula hypoleuca
Penduline Tit
Remiz pendulinus
Golden Oriole
Oriolus oriolus
Red-backed Shrike
Lanius collurio
Woodchat Shrike
Lanius senator

Starling .
Sturnus vulgaris

Spanish Sparrow i
Passer hispaniolensis

Tree Sparrow
« Passer montanus

Tree Sparrow x Spanish Sparrow

Passer montanus x hispaniolensis - -

Chaffingh B
Fringilla coelebs

- 2
255 221
230 279
829 591

5 -

72 44
412 250
643 285

" -

4 2
248 255
719 787
136 158

4 4

12 7

52 58

3 1

13 7

74 11

9 11

6 5

7 6

3 1
817 562

16 24

29 15

48

65

160

£81

35
1,113
2,846

5,868

[s))

Bramblin

g
Fringilla montifringilla

Segé?inus serinus i 26 13 187 4
Greenfinch ]
Carduelis chloris

Goldfinch p _
Carduelis carduelis t 1 13 1

Siskin i _ _ 1
Carduelis spinus &

Linnet . _
Carduelis cannabina - 10 7 888 53

Scarlet Rosefinch 1
Carpodacus erythrinus

Lapland Bunting X
Calcarius lapponicus

Yellowhammer -
Emberiza citrinella

Ortolan Bunting
Emberiza hortulana

Rustic Bunting |
Emberiza rustica

Little Bunting
Emberiza pusilla

Yellow~breasted Bunting _ _

Emberiza aureola - ! -

Reed Bunting ) 17
Emberiza Schoeniclus

W
N

59 -

Corn Buntin
Miliaria galandra 38 6

ol
0

235 5

Totals 9,398 7,481 8,734 114,706 783

RINGING RECOVERIES

This section deals with 62 recoveries of 20 species occurring during 1979-81. Only

those recovered at least 5 km away from the ringing site are included. For local recove-
ries the approximate distance covered and direction are given.
lities are given once when these are first mentioned.

The co-ordinates of loca-

Key to symbols and terms used in the recovery list

Arrangement of entry : recoveries are arranged by species, and within the species
usually by date of recovery. Rinaina details are given on
the first Line and recovery data on the second.

Ring number : where this is followed by an asferisk (¥) the ring has been
returned.
Age code : = pulius; young bird ringed in the nest.

J = fledaed; but flyinag so weakly fhat it is obviously in-
apable of having travelled far from the nest.
= fully grown; vyear of haiching quite unknown.
= definitely hafched during current calendar year.
3J = definitely hatched during current calendar year and
still partly or completely in juvenile body plumage.
4 = hatched before current calendar year; exact year
unknown,
5 = definitely hatched durina last calendar year.
6 = hatched before last calendar yvear; exact year unknown.
{3 number in hrackets beside the ace code ! indicafes the size of the brood).

WA O —

Sex : M = male.
F o= female.
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Manner of recovery

Date of recovery

X
)

"o

caught or trapped, and released with ring.

shot or killed by man.

found dead or dying.

caught or trapped alive and not released, cr released

W

but with ring removed.
/Y = manner of recovery unknown,

: where this is unknown the date of the reporting letter is

agiven instead and s and is shown in brackets. An 0C in the
date indicafes that the exact day or month are unknown.

Cory's Shearwater Calonectris diomedea

FV05.274 4 18.06.77

+ 27.03.79
FV05.003 4 07.06.75

X 28.02.80

(found shot - with
Fv05.289 4 10.06.78

v 20.03.80
FV05,286% 4 10.06.78

/2/ 07.03.81

Fitfla : 35.47 N, 14.25 E.

nr. Syracuse : 37.04 N, 15.18 E,Sicily, :TALY,
Filfla.

(off Sta. Luciaj

several others floating in the sea)

Fitfla
nr. Ta' Cenc, N.Comino Channel (28 km SW).

Filfla.
nr. Monastir : 35.21 N, 10.10 £,TUNISIA.

Storm Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus

220.6646 4 01.07.78
+ 07.04.79
Snipe Gallinago gallinago

CC81.618% 3 26.09.81
+ 30.09.81

Herring Gull Larus argentatus

GP27.665 i 26.05.79
X (07.01.80)

Kinafisher Alcedo atthis

5£28.442 3F 29.09.77
+ (01.07.78)

Sand Martin Riparia riparia

KH83.361* 4 21.04.77
v 03.06.79

{re-ringed Praha T149.760)
A033.070 4 29.04.78
v(colony) 08.07.79
AD33.316% 4 29.04.78
X 25.07.80

17.027* 4 01.05.81
* 06.05.81

Swallow Hirundo rustica

KH84.238 4M 10.05.77
v 17.06.77
Mdina 4 02.05,78

B9.533 x{cat) 29.05.78

Mdina 4F 29.04.78
89.097 v 21.07.78

Filfla.

nr. Syracuse : 57.04 N, 15.18 £, Sicily, ITALY,

Ghadira :
River Aniene, nr.

35.58 N, 14.21 E.

Filfla.
Gudja (12 km NE).

Mellieha : 35.58 N, 14.22 E.
Mosta (7 km NNEJ.

36.03 N, 14.14 E. (Gozo).
: 49,47 N, 16.55 E, (Olomouc)

Lunz jata VYalley :
Mehelnic, nr. Sumperk
CZECHOSLOVAKIA,

Lunz jata.

Hordaland : 60.12 N, 05.27 £, NORWAY

Lunz jata Valley.

nr. Loyev, Gomel : 51.53 N, 30.39 E, U.S.S5.R.

Lunz jata Valley,
Ghajn Rihana (17 km SE).

Lunz jata Valley.

nr. Balakleya, Kharkov : 49.32 N, 36.51 £, U.5.5.R,

Lunz jata Valley,
Dabel, Kr., SternBerg :
E. GERMANY,

53.40 N, 11.54 E, Bez Schuearin,

Ltunz jats Valley,
Prosecné : 50.34 N, 15.41 E (Trutnov), CZECHOSLOVAKIA,

50

Tivoli : 41.58 N, 12.48 €, (Rome), ITALY,

KC28.359 4M 16.03.79
* 23.03.79

AQ36.364 4F 28.04.79
Vavs 09.05.79

Mdina 4M 09.04.78
87.903 X 09.06.79
A036.673 4F 08.05.79
vibreeding)21.06.79
KP&5.272% 4M 08.04.78
x (cat) 20.08.79

KP66.325 4F 16.04.78
X (07.01.80)

AC36.952 3 07.10.79
x (car) (05.06.80)

Mdina 4 26.04.78
B89.081 X 28.06.80
18.106%* aM 15.05.81
X 08.11.81
House Martin Delichon urbica
KH84 . 409* 4 11.05.77
X 16.05.80

Robin Erithacus rubecula

00.284%* 2 04.12.76
X (05.04.78)

AD36.001% a 07.04.79
X 28.02.80

Mdina 6 28.01.78
B86.811 v 20.04.81
A034.605% 3 09.12.78
x {(car) 09.06.81

18.248 3 03.10.81
v 22.10.81

18.936* 3 31.10.81
+ 22.11.81

Lunz jata Vatley.
Ta' Qali (22 km SE).

tunz jata Vatley.
Tarriak : 43.28 N, 24,03 £,Knezha (Vratsa), BULGARIA.

Salina : 35.55 N, 14,25 E.
Hsllviksnds : 55.25 N, 12.56 £, (Skdne), SWEDEN.

Lunz jata Valley.
Komea : 61.23 N, 26.13 E, Heinola, Mikkeli, FINLAND.

Lunzjata Valley.
Porderone : 45.47 N, 12.39 £, (Gorizia & Udine), ITALY.

Lunz jata Valley.
GudJja (34 km SE}.
Lunzjata Valley.

Kleinwaltersdorf :
£. GERMANY.

Lunz jata Valley.
St. Michaelisdonn :
W, GERMANY.

50.55 N, 13,18 £, (Karl-Marx-Stadt}

53.59 N, 09.07 E, (Schleswig-Holstein)

Lunz jata Valley.
Istres : 43.31 N, 04.59 E, Bouches~du-Rhone, FRANCE.

Lunz jata Valley.
Zhuvintas Reserve : 54.28 N, 23.38 E, (Alytus),
LITHUANITAN S.S.R.

Marsa : 35.53 N, 14.30
Dogna : 46.27 N, 13.19 dine), I1TALY,

, W
. 35.54 N, 14.25
£

m

Ghajn Rihana E.
TUNTSIA.

Bou Ficha : 36.18 N, 10,28 E,
Has-Saptan : 35.50 N, 14.31 E.
Ottenby : 56.12 N, 16.24 £ (Oland), SWEDEN.

Ruskett : 35.51 N, 14,25 E.
Ala-Vuokki : 64.43 N, 29.30 E, (Oulu), FiNLAND.

Lunz jata Valley.
Buskett 126 km SE).

Ghadira.
Bou Thadi, TUNISIAL

Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos

03.261 4

31.03.79

X 05.05.79

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos

13.03.77

XA99,238 6

) (02.03.79)

Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti

07.384 3M 27.
v 12.
v 02.
KP64.867 1(4/4) 22,
v=F 27.

07.
09.
.

04.
1.

79
79
74
79
30

Satina.
Cheb : 50.06 N, 12.22 £, (Eger), CZECHOSLOVAKIA,

Buskett,
Palmi : 38.21 N, 15.51 €, (Reggio Calabria), 1TALY.

Wied il-Luq (Buskett).
Loco.
Bahar ic-Caghag (10 km NE).

Wied il-tuq (Busketf).
Ghajn Ze jiuna (Meltieha) (12 km NNW).
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05.382 2F 16.171.80 Xemxija : 35.57 N, 14.23 E. )
Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla

v 11.03.81 Rabat (7 km SSE).
v 20.09.81 Xemx i ja. 09,237* M 22.03.80 Buskett. .
_ _ . . X 04.05.80 Lidangen, Almnas, 6 km S.Hjo : 58.15 N, 14.16 £ (Vaster-
17.715 2F 11.06.81 Ghadira. gotland), SWEDEN.
v 09.08.81 Wied il-Lug (Buskett} (13 km SE}. N
4 o KHB2, 144% 4M 26.03.77 Luga : 35.52 N, 14.29 E.
15.135 1574 06.05.81 Xemx i ja. ‘ + (30.09.80) Genoni,Nuoro : 39.42 N, 09.06 E, (Sardinia), ITALY.
v 20.09.81 Wied it-Lug (Buskett) (9 km SSE).
14.082 3F 23.08.81 Wied il-Lug (Buskett). Chiff:haff Phylloscopus collybita
v 11.11.81 Lunz jata Valley (26 km NWj. A2.236 4 28.01.79 Salina.

v 12.12.80 Sirte : 31.10 N, 16.30 E, (Tripoli), LIBYA.

Fan-tailed Warbler Cisticola juncidis
Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis

952.121 2 04.08.76 Ghajn Rihana.
v, 21.08.78 Ghadirs (8 km NW). BR80. 387 34 08.06.75 Rabat : 35.53 N, 14.24 E.
v(breedingf 15.07.79 Ghajn Rihana. v=4M 21.10.79 Ghadira (10 km NW).
v 31.07.79 Ghadira.
. o NC47.471% 2M 14.10.78 Xemx i ja.
A3.057 4F 08.07.79 Wied 7l-Lug (Buskett). x(cat) 24.01.80 San Gwann (10 km ESE).
v 31 07.79 Ghadira (13 km NW),
) . NA49.532 M 28.12.79 Mtarfa : 35.53 N, 14.24 E.
1A8. 164 1(6/6) 17.06.77 Ghajn Rihana. v 03.04.80 Ghadira (10 km NW).
v 25.08.77 Marsa (9 km ESE}
v 10.09.77 Marsa. Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra
X 15.09.79 Marsa. N . .
NC47.586 3 15.07.78 Wied it-Lug (Buskett).
962.494 4F 02.07.79 Chadwick Lakes : 35.54 N, 14.23 £, v 17.03.79 Kirkop (7 km £).
v 12.09.79 Lunzjata Valley (21 km NwW). .
BV52,155 14 07.04.79 Ta' Qati,
1AE.786 3 30.09.78 Girgenti Valley : 35.51 N, 14.26 E. v 11.08.79 Wied il-Lug (5 km SW).
v=F 25.06.80 Ghadira (14 km NW). i
A1.878 3 27.07.78 Chadwick Lakes.
% 24.09.80 Marsa (10 km ESE).
A4 .906 1(5/5> 25.06.80 Ghadira.
v 30.02.80 Birzebbuga (21 km SE).
A5.392 1(6@) 05.06.81 Ghajn Rihana.
v=F 02.11.81 Ghadira (8 km NW). FOREIGN RINGED BIRDS RECOVERED IN MALTA

This section deals with 52 foreign ringed birds of 28 species recovered in Malta. Some

Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala 2
of these were recovered previous to the three-year period (1979-81) covered by this report

A035.870 1(4/4) 31.08.79 Ta' Qaii : 35.83 N, 14.26 E. but they only came to our notice lately. The symbols and terms used are the same as those
v 19.01.80 Ghadira (11 km NW). which appeared in the Ringing Recoveries.
06.700 3J 04.07.79 Ta' Qali.
v=4F 05.07.81 Wied il-Lug (Buskett) (5 km SW). Gannet Sula bassana
) ) London 1 01.07.80 Great Saltee : 52.07 N, 06.38 W, (Wexford), EIRE,
14.051 30 M 19.08.81 Wied ii-Lug (Buskett). 1.151.068 + 10.12.81 off south coast ca., 35.47 N, 14,30 E.
v 03.11.81 Ghadira (13 km NW), ,
Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo
Whitethroat sylvia communis Copenhagen i 06.06.81 Braendegérds S&, Fyn : 55.08 N, 10.24 E, DENMARK,
5.607 + 18.10. 4 : i
16.823 4 01.05.81 Lunzjate Valtey. ? 8.70.81 Marsaxtokk : 35.42 N, 14.33 E.
v 10.09.81 Marsa Matruh : 31.19 N, 27.15 E, EGYPT.
Purple Heron Ardea purpurea
Moskwa 1 13.06.73 Krasnodar Region : 40.03 N, 38.09 £, nr. Primorsko-
. . B-102.774 f k, U 3
Garden Warbler Sylvia borin ; 210570 ettt 3 oa N, 14.26 €
KC27.491 4 10.04.76 Wied Znuber : 35.49 N, 14,31 E. - Buda 4 i .
led R pest 1 29.05.79 Pal i . 46, { . 5
v 28.07.79 Diosjeno : 47.55 N, 19.02 E, (Nograd),HUNGARY . 501.444 + 06.10.79 nggoToia?rgé.ozéNEwZi;égr% £, HUNGARY.
06.639" 4 20.05.79 Ghadira. . R
+ 20.08.79 Monzanbano : 45.09 N, 10.51 E, (Mantova),ITALY, Honey Buzzard Fernis apivorus
07.799% 3 13.09.79 Wied il-Luq (Buskett). Budapest 1 18.07.81 Bélmegyer : 46.53 N, 21.13 E, HUNGARY,
+ (01.092.80) Supersano : 40.21 N, 18.10 £, (Lecce), ITALY. 504,879 + 18.05.81 Gudja : 35.51 N, 14.30 E.

(reported as ifrapped and released !).
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Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus

27,3 7 ice : y i S CH0S .o
Praha ¢ /2/ 15.06.77 Eezemrce : 50.04 N, 15.512 ‘;;, (Pardubice), CZECHOSLOVAKIA. Moskwa 1 19.05.76 Ryazan Region : 54.33 N, 40.44 &, (nr.lzhevskoe), U.S.5.R.
D62.562 + 21.03.80 Gozo : ca. 36.01 N, 14,14 E. M-110.518 . 00.12.76 Marea : 35.53 N, 14.30 E.
Riga 2F 08.,05.79 Engure lake : 57.15 N, 23.07 E, Takums, (Latvia}, U.5.5.R. Gdansk S " " . 2
£12.531 . 08.10.81 Lunzjata Valley : 36.03 N, 14.14 E. ;823?520 1 26.05.79 ngif}[\g staw", Kokotec : 50.36 N, 18.42 E, (Czestochowa),

' + 00.11.80 Luga : 35.52 N, 14.30 E.
Osprey Pandion haliaetus
Helsinki 1 22.06.80 Porvoo, Uudenmaan, (L&38ni), FINLAND. Helgoland 3 20.09.80 Kiel : 54.20 N, 10.08 £ (Schleswiq Holstein), W. GERMANY.
M-13.899 + 21.09.80 Buskett : 35.51 N, 14.25 E. 5.229.369 + 15.12.80 Malte : 35.53 N, 14.30 L.
Helsinki 1 10.08.81 Murmo, Vaasan, (L&3ni), FINLAND. 1 et o z !
0-85.226 . 15.10.81 Buskett : 35.51 N, 14 25 €, Stender-billed Gull Larus gened
Moskwa 1 10.06.80 Orlov Isles : 46.17 N, 31.45 £, (Ukraine), U.S.5.R,

Stockholm 1 08.08.81 Melsliden, Norsj& : 64.42 N, 20.00 £, (Vdsterbotten), M513.637 + 09.10.81 Marsaxlokk : 35.50 N, 14.33 E.
$.204.928 SWEDEN.

* (13.11.81) Ghar Lapsi : 35.52 N, 14.30 E.

Kestrel Falco tinnunculus
Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur

Praha ] 18.06.74 Sizava nad Sazavou : 49.52 N, 14.34 £, (Kutnd hora),
056.343 CZECHOSLOVAK A . Radotfzell 4 21.04.79 Inzing : 47.16 N, 11.12 €, Bez. Innsbruck (Tirol),AUSTRIA.
+ 11.10.76 Kercem : 356.02 N, 14,12 £ (Gozo). ET3.501 + 09.04.80 Rirzebbuga : 35.50 N, 14,32 E. ’
Paris 1(5/§) 27.06.76 Bassecourt : 47.20 N, 07.14 £, (Jura), FRANCE. ,
X20.907 W 00.0%.78 Attard : 35.53 N, 14.27 E. Bologna a4 01.05,77 Valle Branega, Pra' : 44.26 N, 08.47 £, (Genoa), !TALY.
73.839 + 25.04.81 B8idnija : 35.55 N, 14.24 &,
Cuckoo Cuculus canorus
' Moskwa 4 07.05.75 nr. Rybachiy : 55,11 N, 20.49 E, (Kaliningrad), U.S.S5.R.
Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta P381.780 - 21.04.79 St. Andrew's : 35.55 N, 14.27 F. ’
Moskwa 1 19.06.76 Nizovia, Titigula : 46.40 N, 31.09 £, (Ukraine), U.5.5.R.
-937.135 + 27.11.76 Marsaxtokk : 35.50 N, 14.23 E. Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus
tockholm 4F 21.05.76 Ottenby : 56.12, 16.24 E, (Oland), SWEDEN.
Little Stint Calidris minuta 4,133,416 + 02.05.79 Bingemma : 35.55 N, 14.22 £.
London 4 12.09.78 Walcot, Wellinaton : 52.42 N, 02.35 W, (Saloo), ENGLAND. . 2
BV60.310 ()  (23.04.80)  nr. Ghaxag : 35.51 N, 14.31 E, ' Swifh Apus apus
Helsinki 4aM 28.07.76 Lammi : 61.12 N, 25.07 E, Haémeen, (L&3ni), FINLAND,
- + o al -~ . B 3
Temminck's Stint Calidris temminckii A-297.283 15.89.76 Tal-Handag : 35.52 N, 14.28 .
Stockholm 3 22.08.81 Ottenby : 56.12 N, 16.24 E,(8tand), SWEDEN. - Marti . . L
2.835.012 v 06.09.81 Ghadira : 35.58 N, 14.21 E. sand Martin Riparia riparia
Hiddensee 4F 11.07.78 Breftin : 52.25 N, 12.10 E, (Genthiny), E. GERMANY.
g 60 584% 7 : H P
Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 50.860.584% v 28.04.79 Ghajn Rihana : 35.54 N, 14,24 E.
Praha 4 16.07.75 Kfenovice : 48.59 N, 14.21 £, "Yysatov" pond, (Caské London 3 30.08.75 Lake Koronia : 40.40 N, 23,13 £, (Makedhonia), GREECE.
K298.255 Bud&jovice), CZECHOSLOVAKIA, KE49,975% + 29.04.79 Luga : 35.52 N, 14.29 £,
+ 19.04.77 Xewkija : 36.02 N, 14,15 £ (Gozo).
Gdansk 4 28.05.78 Pruszcz Gdadski : S4.16 N, 18.38 F. (Gdd?\sk), POLAND.
Jurnstone Arenaria interpres KA75.219 v 05.04.80 Marsatforn : 36.02 N, 14.16 ¥, (Gozo).
Pretoria 2 22.09.77 Walvis Bay : 22.52 S, 4.31 E, S.W. AFRICA. . .
, B Bruxelles 4 21.07.78 Comblain : 50,28 N, 05.35 E, (Lidge), BELGIUM
450, M .50 N, 14.32 E. . ¢ 20.28 N, 9900k e M.
50.441 - 09.05.82 arsaxlokk 35.50 N, 14.3 702, 385 O 25 04,80 Santa Lucia i 35.52 N, ]4.3»1 e ’
Great Skua Stercorarius skua Praha 3 27.07.79 Sedlec, Nesyt pond : 48.47 N, 16.42 £, (Breclav)
T163.38 - CHOS ’
London 1 15.07.78 Foula : 60.08 N, 02.05 W, (Shetland), Scofland. S 27 04,80 gZ[iHO?}OYAKfA‘r . e
HW76.875%  x  (04.04.79)  Marsalforn Bay : 36.04 N, 14.16 £, (Gozo). _ Nh anfa Lucia = 35.52 N, 14.31 £,
Helsinki 4M 28.06.80 Hatfula : 61.02 N, 24,15 £, H3meen (L33ni), FINLAND.
—745 .1 st U 2e a
Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus 1=745.101 v 22.04.81 Lunz jata Valley : 36.04 N, 14,14 £,
Moskwa 1 19.06.80 Smalenyi Ist. : 46.15 N, 32,00 €, (Kherson Region), London 3. 02.07.80 Hurst fGreen, Whalley : 50.50 N, 02.28 W, (Lancashire),
M-514.430 (Ukraine), tJ.S.5.R. A781.749 ENGLAND .
+ 17.11.80 10 km of f Marsalforn : 36.05 N, 14.19 £, (Gozo). v 22.04.21 Lunz jata Valley : 36.04 N, 14.14 E.
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Swal low Hirundo rustica

Arnhem 3 02.08.77
A139.665 * 00.04.79
Paris 3 31.08.76
2.455.479 + 00.04.79
Paris 3 25,09.78
2.398.541

v 12.05.79
Stockholm 3 08.08,78
AA61.080 v 14.05.79

Robin Erithacus rubecula

Moskwa 2 14.10.78
XA548.215

v 12.03.80
Stockholm 2 0%.09.81
AC68.907

) 31.10.81

£lburg : 52.27 N, 05.50 E, (Gelderland), HOLLAND.‘
Mriehel : 35.53 N, 14.28 E.

Nothern : 48,56 N, 08.09 E, (Bas-Rhin), FRANCE.
Sigaiewi : 35.51 N, 14.26 E.

E/‘Tang la Cotilte : 45.3% N, 04.07 E, (Loire)

rel. St. Etienne : 45.26 N, 04.24 E, (Loire), FRANCE.
Ghadira : 35.58 N, 14.21 E.

Falsterbo : 55.23 N, 12.50 E, (Skane), SWEDEN
Lunzjata Valley : 36.03 N, 14.14 E.

Zmeinyi lsl.: 45.11 N, 30.14 £, Black Sea, (Ukraine),
U.S.S.R.
Hal Far : 35.49 N, 14.31 E.

Reningsverket : 58.45 N, 17.05 E, Nyk&ping, (S8dermantiand)
SWEDEN.
Rabat : 35.53 N, 14.24 E,

Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus

Arnhem 4 18.06.78
A174.212 v 07.04.79

Garden Warbler Sylvia borin
Bologna 2 03.11.77
L873.336 v 30.04.78

Radolfzetl 3 26.08.77
CC75.256

v 03,05.79
Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla

Praha 3 05.08.77
M764.536 v=4M 18.03.79

Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs
Moskwa 4F 01.10.80
XA-478.579 O 13.03.81

| innet Carduelis cannabina

Praha 1 13.05.74
2500.291 @] 04.01.77
Praha 3 24.08.77
580.825 @] 11.11.78
Praha 1 26.05.78
M744.526

()=M 11.03.79
Praha 3F 26.09.7%
T123.300 ) 00.12.79

Praha = M 05.09.79
T143.403 () 17.01.80

Praha 3 01.09.79
M837.940 (@] 00.01.80

Rohel : 52.55 N, 05.50 E, (Haskerland), HOLLAND.
Lunzjata Vaelley : 36.03 N, 14.14 E.

Montecristo, Portoferraio (livorno), ITALY.
Salina : 35.55 N, 14.25 E.

Molzbichl : 46.46 N, 13.34 £, Rez. Spittal/Drau,
(K&Fnten), AUSTRIA,
Ghadira :35.58 N, 14.21 E.

Sedlec : 48.47 N, 16.42 E, (Brectav), CZECHOSLOVAKIA.
Rabat : 35.53 N, 14.24 E,

Lebedivka : 50.40 N, 30,30 £, (Kiev), U.S.S.R.
Gharb : 36.00 N, 14.14 E, (Gozo).

PieSfany : 48.36 N, 17.49 £ (Trnaval, CZECHOSLOVAKIA,
Kercem : 36.02 N, 14.12 £, (Gozo).

ibidem.
Zurrieg : 35.50 N, 14.29 E.

Hornd Streda : 48.39 N, 17.51 £, (Trendin),
CZECHOSLOVAKIA,

Hal Far : 35.49 N, 14.31 E.

Zifrovo : 47.48 N, 18.43 E (Nové Zamky), CZECHOSLOVAKIA.
Hal Far : 35.49 N, 14.31 E.

Sedlec : 48.47 N, 16.42 £, (BFeclav), CZECHOSLOVAKIA.
Gudja : 35.51 N, 14.31 E.

ibidem.
Bidnija 35.54 N, 14.23 E.
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A NEW. B
GUIDETOTHE

colour plates
Rodney Ingram

You may order a copy directly from the M

ceeds will be devoted by MOS towards bird conservation in Malta.

A NEW GUIDE TO THE BIRDS OF MALTA.

208 pages. Price £9.90 hardback or £6.90 paper=-
back.

'Une piéce maftresse de 1'ornithologie
méditerandenne’' - ALAUDA.

'If the first guide was good - and it was -
this new book is infinitely superior: packed
with more, and more up-to-date, information,
illustrated by fine colour plates, and altoget-—
her more elegant' - BIRD STUDY.

The book provides information on the avian en=-
vironment, distribution of habitats, pattern of
miaration, results of bird ringing, including
maps olotted with recoveries, as well as the
ornithological history of the islands. Its main
feature consists of a detailed past and present
status of all the birds occurring in the Mal fese
Islands, aiving numbers of birds involved. It
is richly illustrated with 12 original colour
plates, several line drawings and maps, and
scenic photoaraphs of different bird habitats.

0S, P.0. Box 498, Valletta, Malta. All pro-

~

N

The following back numbers are available

4 6 7 9 10 11 12

oS from the M.0.S. @ 50¢ each :
"
IL-MERILL Nos, 4
BACK NUMBERS 132 14 16 18 19 20 21

SUBSCRIPTION RATES:

Full member Lm 2.00
Youth {under 18) Lm 0.50
Life member Lm50.00

To join the MOS, complete the application form
and return it with your subscription to:

THE MOS,
P.0. Box 498,
VALLETTA - Malta.

i enctose my subscription™ {cheque/

postal order) to the vaiue of:

Date

Title

Name

Surname

Address







