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RINGING GROUP REPORT FOR 1973 

INT,RODUCTION 

During 19'73 the members' of the grourp were again very a.ctive. Though the 
number of ringer.s l'emained th-e sa."Ue as ln the past three years good results 
were obtained. Operating main1y during weekends, the seven merr111bers again 
succeeded. in ltinging over 6;000 lbird:S, mostly s1prin.g and autumn migrants and 
winter visitor.s. Twelve recoveries. were reported from abroad and these included 
the :first locally ringed bird to be reco'Vered south of the Sahara - a Spotted 
Flycat~her in tht:o Congo !basin. Of inter-est was a·lso th,e first Robin t'l be reco­
vered in its breeding .grou-nds; some distance north -east of Moscow, in Russia. 
Other firsts were a Meadow Pipit. and a Song Thrush in Italy, a Grey Wagtail 
in Sicily, and. a Blackcap, a Gha:ffinch and a Starling in Tunisia. 

Regretfully Br. Edmund had to leave the ,group in J~une when he left Malta 
to tak-e u;p duty in Ethiopia. At the same ti'me T. Gauci qualified for a C permit. 
However It is unfortunate that no additional trainee member of the grou'p has 
attained a ringing permit. This is because owing to various reasons (mainly 
transport and t..he lack of a pennanent ringing sit,e) on many occasions trainee 
members were ·unahle to take·part in ringing sessions. 

Four new s:pecies were added to the ringing list: Barred Warbler, Fan-tailed 
Warbler, '!i"ellowhammer and Rusti'c Bunting. A second Grasshopper warbler was 
ringed in late August. Pulli ringed included the first Getti's Warblers (clutch of 
4) and Fan-tailed Warblers (clutch of 5). 

This report a:lso lists thirty-.E;ix .forei:gn ringed birds recovered in Malta. As 
in past years these included a number of firsts: 2 Gannets from Scotland, a 
Temminck's Stint, a Ru·ff and a Hobin from Finland. a Curlew Sandpiper from 
Sweden, a.nd a Blackcap from Poland. A second Paximada-rin.g2d Eleonora's 
Falcon was recovered, again after two years of ringing as a pnllns. Other inte­
re.sting recoveries weve a Great Sku·a from Scotland (the third in as many 
years) and three Casrpian Terns from Sw-eden. 

The Ringing and Migration 'Section of the British Trust for Ornithology 
continues to supply us with rings and to handle our recoveries. We are most 
grateful for thetr continued· support The encourag-ement of the Head of the 
Section. Robert Spencer, is ,great:ly a.ppreciated. 

We also like to thank Fl. Lt. C.A. Pomeroy and t11e R.A.F. for grantillg us 
permission to ring at Wied Znuber, at Hal Far airfield. 

Sightings: 

It is encouraging to note that the number of recorders is slowly but stea­
dily increasing. As a result there was much better overall coverage than in 
pa.st years. Consistent coverage of the autumn wader paBsage over Sali!J.L1. 
Marsascala and M:arsaxlokk would, however, certainly give better results in ~ l\e 

tut.ure. 



There was one new addition to the list - a Broad-bil:ed Sand,piper ;p Aug­
ust -- and over thirty other vagrants record·ed. The highlight of the year was 
the Fan-taUed Wai'bJ.er. Unrecorded befoJJe 1967, ~his• wa:r,bl-er was found breed­
ing for the first time. Spring and autumn were relatively poor but ther-e was a 
good fail in each season - on 1•9th A;pril and 24th Oct{l>ber. 

The autumn raptor migration OV'er Buskett W!ts well covered With Hi sp-e­
cies. including three eagles, re.corded there. A strong passage of Honey Buz­
zards was observed on l.st Oct.ober, with 300+ logged. On 2l4t.h October over &00 
Rob'ns wer-e counted in· Wied Znuber alone; these included a Finnish-ringed 
birr:. 

Owing to th'" soaring cost of the .printing industry, the system.ati.c li~·t has 
l:reen compiled as briefly as :poss~ble. This has meant that he months had to 'be 
abbre·viated and very few localities: are mentioned. 

Contributors who sulbmitted: monthly record,s to the systematic list were: 
John A~zopardi, N. Bonavia, S. Borg, j_ Buttigleg, L. Ellul Mer-c·er., C. Galea 
Bonavia, C. Gau.ci, B.K. Ge.rman, V. Cilia,, J. Grech, J. Sultana, A. Vas·sailo1 F. 
Vas::<al!o and the Luqa R.A.F.O.S. Other contributors. were: Jos. A.zzDpardl, M.A.S. 
Beaman, M. Briffa, G .. P. Davies, R.O.B. Garnett, M,V, Gaud, T. Gau.ci, rM. Grima, 
T. Meli, P. Micallef, J. Mus·kat, M. Tha:{e, C. Theuma, R. Vella and V. Vella 
Musk at. 

C. Gaucl, 
Rin·ging Group ISecret~llry 

SYSTEMATIC LIST FOR 1973 

Great Crested Grebe (Pociicerps crist.atus): 1 on 1' Jan. 4 recorcl.s, all singles. 
14 Nov - 17 D2c. 

Black-necked Grebe (•Podieerp.s ni.gricollisl: 4 on 14 Mar and 1 on 28 Aug. 2 daily 
9-11 Nov, then 1 on 13th and 15th. 

Uttle Gr.£,1Je (Podiceps ruficollis): Singles at Salina on 5th, 8th and 11 Nov. 

Cory's Shearwater (Calonectris· diomedea.) : First near coast on 18 Mar, lacst on 
28 Sep, Bred in usual num.'bers. 

Manx Shearwater (Pu.ffinus puffinus): No colonies were visited. 

Storm Petrel (Hydrobates pelagicus): Bred in usual numbers on F.i:lfla. 

Gannet (Sula ibassana): .9 records, 1-3 birds, 4 Jan-7 P~cpr, max 3 off St. Paul's 
Isles on 21 Jan. '2 on 29 Sep and 1 on 20 Dec. 

Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo): 1 on 18 Mar. 4 on 4th and 1 on 18 Apr. 7 
records, all singles, 13 Sep--30 Nov. 

Bittern (Botaurus stellarisl: 1 on 1 Jan. Singles on 13th, 18th and 21 Mar. 
1 on 29 Oct. 

Little Bittern (Ixobryechus minutus): Spring rpassage 25 Mar-27 May; 1-4 on 16 
days. Only 3 in autumn: single.s on 3rd, 4th and 8 Sep. 

Night Heron (Nyctkorax nyctlcorax): Spring passage 8 Mar-2 .May; mostly 

2 

single figures. but doUJble figure-s on 9 days, max 74 on 19 Apr. 1 on 6 Jun. Aut­
umn :pas.sage lrl Aug-1 Nov, mainly Sep. Double .figures on 11 nays with 93 on 3 
Se;J and n on 15 Sep hl:gruest, 

Squacco Heron (.Ardeola ralloides): 6 records 1.2 Apr-8 May; 1-2, vut 13 on 19 
Apr. In autumn 1~ on 3'1 Aug and 1 on 16th and 27 Sep. 

Gnsat White Egret (Egre.tta a1ba): Singles at Gnejna on 13th and 21 Mar. 1 at 
Qrejten on 25 Aug, 1 near Gamino in early Oct and 1 over Xemxija on 2:1 Oct 

Little Egret CElgretta garzetta): :Spring pas.sage 3 Mar-l May, most on H'l-19 
Apr with 90+ and 120-t- reS!]Yectiv·ely; single figures on 14 other days. Only Oil 

9 clays in autumn, 26 Aug-24 Se;,.u, max '3'2 on 13 Se:p. 

Grey Heron ( Ardea cinerea): Spring ::pas.sage 2:8 Feb-25 May, record-ed on 23 
days in flo{;ks of up to 20. Lar.ger nl.l!ll1:bers in autumn, 1 Aug-27 Oct. High 
doubl•e fi·gnrEs on 5 days, and a flnc•k of c. 2D-O on 6 Oct. 

Purple Heron (Ardea purpur-ea): 1 on 1.1 Feb. then from 1 Mar to 12 May. Heavy 
passages on 18 Mar (315+), 18 Apr (2r00+) and 19 AIPT (1,000+); sin•gle figures 
on 17 other days. Autumn passage 23 Jul-27 Oct, mainly late Se:p...Oct. Recorded 
on 18 days, mainly low douJhle 1'1gures, max 36. 

S:-;:)[mbill CPlatalea leucorodia): Singles at M'Scala on 128 Jan, at Tal-Fessej on 
10 .A~r, at. Detmara on 2·8 SeiP and. at Gharb on 23 Nov. 

Glossy Ibis (Plegadi!\ falcinellu.s.): On 7 d'}y:s from 3rd· to 24 Mar. 1-3, but 9 on 
23rd. 8 on 18th and 214 on 19 Apr. In autl.l!ll1n singles on 5 S.erp anci 1.1 Nov. 

Blc:c'1 Gtork (Ciconia ni:gra): 2 o'Ver Buskett on 4 Oct. 

White-fronted Goos~: (Anser albifrons): 1 shot on 30 Jan. Small p-as.sa,ge in 
Nov: flock of c. 25 over Xlendi on 2"!t,h, 1 at M':Scala on 25th and 1 at Ba·har 
ic-Caghaq on 2.8th. 

Gn!y Lag Goose (Anser al1S'er): 1 at Xlendi on 24 Nov. 

'Grey Geese' (Anser s•p.): 3 over Cirkewwa on 7 Oct, 2 over Qawra on 18 Oct 
and 1'5 off Qawra on 29 Nov. 

Shelducl-1 (Tadorna t2.dornal: Singles on 3rd and 4 Jan, and 31 Mar. Recorded 
on 12 days 27 Oct-19 De·c, most in Dec. Max 15 at Salina on 1 Dec, otherwise 
1-6. 

Mallard (Anas platyrynchos): 1-2 011 18 Mar, 18 S<ep, 15 Oct, and 12 Nov. In 
02c. 3 on 3rd, heavy passa.ge, with flocks of up to 4.0 off Qawra on 7th, 28 on 8th 
and 4 on 18th. 

Teal IAnas crecca): Singles on 1st and 3 Jan and 5 Feb. Unusual bird at Salina 
em 3 Jul. Influx in early autumn, 11 AUJg-1'5 S~p. 1-2 recorded on 7 days ancl 20 
on l2.st date. Then on 23 days from 25 Oct to 15 Dec; mos.tly 1-5, but flo{;ks of 
np to 40 were reported off Qawra on 7 Dec and 15 at Salina on 15 Dec. 

Wigeon CAnas penelope): 1 at Ghadira on 1 May_ On 10 days 15 Nov-12 Dec. 
1-3. but heavy passage, with flocks of up to 40, report·ed on 7 DE·c. 

Pin·tail rAn as a~ uta): 1 on 15 Jan. 1-2 011 7 dais in Srt)ring, 2 Mar-23 Apr. 2 in 
Sep -- o11 5th and 16th, and passa-ge off Qawra on 8~9 Oct with 2H0-300 coun~ed 
on ,c,ach day. Then on 10 days till 13 Nov, 1-3 but 30+ on 11 Nov. 1 on 7 Dec 



Garganey (Anas querqu-edula): An excevtlonal spring passage. First was 1 at 
Ghadira on 5 Feb, then almos-t daily in several :plac-e.s from 13 Feb to 218 Mar; 
double iigures· on 1•5 days, max 97 on 4 M:ar. Again from 10 Apr to 18 May, 1-4 
on 1'7 days. Singles on 6th, 22ndi and 26· Jun. Autumn passage 27 Jul-8 Nov, 
mainly mid-Aug-early Oct; flock of 100+ on 12 Sep, 15 on 2 Oct and 30+ on 
5 Oct, otherwise 1-2. 

Shoveler I An as ~ly,peata). 3 on 4 Jan. Evidence of smaU passage ln Mar-ch, with 
1 on 5th, 4 on Wth and 1 on 11th. In autwrnn 1 on 26 Aug, 1 on 9 Nov and 1-2 
daily 6-9 Dec. 
Osprey (Pandion haliaetusl: In spring .singles on 6 days, 5 Apr-20 May, wlth 2 
on 19 Apr. Autumn passage 23 Aug-19 Oct, 1-5 recorded on 8 days. 

Pochard (Aythya ferina): 1 on 23 Feb and 3 on 13 Aug_ Singles on 6 days 3 
Nov-1 Dec. 

Ferruginous Duck (Aythya nyroca): Singles on 5th and 16 Mar, 1<8 Apr, 21 Oct. 
23 NoN and 8 De.c. 

Tufted Duck (Aythya fu1igula): 3 oif Mars·axlckk on 23 Mar and 1 shot at Mgarr 
Gaze in early Dec. 

Reo-breasted Merg;anser (Mergus serrator): 1 at Qawra on 3 Dec. 

Honey Buzzard (Pernis arpivorus): Spring passage 16 Apr-17 Jun, mainly May 
Recorded Dn 14 days, with 10 Dn 19th and 87 on 210 May; 1-3 on other days. 
In autumn on most days from 27 Aug to 26 Oct, most mid-Sev to early Oct. 
Max ·counts were 115+ on 21 Se;p and 300-+· on 1 Oct (most over Buskett) 
Double figures (max 70) on 11 other days. 

Black Kite (.Milvus· migrans): Unconfirmed report of 7 at Ta' Qali on 9 Apr 
Singles --:m 15th, 17th, 19th and 22 Arpr. 1 on 31 July, then on 6 days in Sep: 
1 on 11th, 2 on 14th, Hl on 15th, 2 on 16th, 1 on 21st andi '2'2nd. Most .S'een over 
Buskett. 

Sparrow Hawk (Accipter nisus): 2 spring records: singles on 18 Mar and 30 
Apr. 3 re~ords in Oct: 1 on ls,t, 4 on 5th and 1 en 12th. 

Buzzard (Buteo buteo): 1 at Buskett on 3•0 Mar. 5 record•s in autumn: 1 on 2•2 
Sep, 1 o11 1 Oct, 3 on 24 Oct (all over Buskett), 1 at Girgenti on 2'1 Oct and 1 
ai Bi'dnija on 30 Oct. 

BoQted Eagle (Hieraaetus pennat,us): 1 (dark :phase) over Buskett on 1 Oct. 

lesser Spotted Eagle (Aquila rpomarina): 1 over Buskett on 1 Oct. 

Short-toed Eagle (Circaetus .gallicu.s): 1 near Bus'kett on 30 Sev; 5 on 1 Oct, 
1 on 4 Oct, 1 on 5 Oct (all over Buskett) and 1 at tal-Handaq on 7 Oct. 2 .sJ"iot 
at Mosta in early Oct. 

Hen Harrier (Circus cyaneus): 1 at Hal Far on 12 AJpr. 

Pallid Harrier (Circus macrourus): As in recent years thi.s harrier was s-carce, 
with only 4 records in spring: singles on 24th and 27 Mar, 1st and 14 Apr. 

Montagu's Harrier (Circu,s pygargu.s). A very poor year with 2 records in each 
passage season: singles on 20 Apr, 30 Arpr, 8 Se,p and 5 Oct. 

Marsh Harrier (Circus aeruginosus): on 21 days in spring, 4 Mar-24 Apr; main­
ly 1-5 but 18 on 19 Mar and 37 on 27 Mar lbut see also harrier srp.) Aut1hl!ln 
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pas:o-age 13 Se:p--24 Oct; recorded on 12 days, mainly 1-6 but 16 on 13 Se:p and 
:;;5 on 1 Oct over Buskett. 

f-lJrrier S.p. (Circus sp.): Heavy \l}a.s.sage along southern coast on 18 Mar, 2{)0--J 
counted, probably mainly Marsh. 1 ':pale' ~ct Qadi on same day. 1-3, mo.stiy ring­
tails, on 7 day.s, 19 Mar-16 Apr :and 115+ over Gnejna on 19 Apr. 

Lanner Falcon !'Falco biarmicus): 1 shot at B3Jhrija on 11 Oct. 

Peregrine (Falco peregrinus): Pair at Ta' Cenc throughcut year. Single.s at San 
Lawrenz on Ei May, at M'Scala on 2 Jun, at Delimara on 28 Sep, at Hal Far on 
27 Oct, at Dingli on 6 Nov and over Lunzjata on 1.2 Dec. 

Hobby (Falco sUibbuteo): Spring :passage 7 .Ajpr-20 May, recorded on 21 days 
(most mid-Apr-early May). Always single fi..gures, max 9 on 19 Apr. First in 
autumn 2 on 9 Sept, then from 13 Sep to 28 Oct; 10-30 on 13th, 14th and\ 30 
Sep 1st and 5 Oct, single fig'Ucr.es on 18 ot.her day.s. 

Eleonora's Falcon (Falco eleonorae): Sin§~}es on 24 Apr, 1st, Sth and 24 May. 
14th and 17 Jun (a}] from eoastal areas) .. As in recent y-ears there were s•eve­
ra! autumn record.s: 1 on 28 Aug; 1 on 1st, 1 on 13th, 3 on 2ilst, 1 on 25th anc! 
2 ·on 3{) Sep; Slingle.s on 5th, 6th and 2fi Oet and .2 shot in the 2nd week of Oct. 
Most autumn records were of bird& on pas-sage with other falcons and came 
frOIYr inland areas. 1 (dark) at Dwejra, Gozo on 26 Dec was the first winter 
record. 

Merlin (l<'alco columbarius): 3 records in Oct: 1 juv on 1st, female on 18th and 
a first year bird shot in the last; week. 

Red-footed falcon (Falco ve.s1pertinus). Record-ed only in spring: 1-5 on 17 days 
from 14 Arpr to 15 May. 1 on 4 Jun. 

Lesser Kestrel (Falco naumanni.): Spring passage 13 Mar"l5 May, only 5 re­
cords, 1~2. In au:tumn 1-2 on ~) dates frD!ffi 13th to 2"2 Seu:>, then 14 on 1st, 
10 on 4th, 8 on 5th, 4 on 6-7th, 1 On 22nd and 30+ oru 24 Oct. All autumn re­
cords from Bus'k.ett. 

Kestrel (Falco tinnuncu1us): Singles on 8 days 2. Jan-3 Feib. klmost daily on 
&p·ring P'LSS'age, 12 Mar-30 May, max 23 on 18 Mar. J on 1 Aug. Fir.st in autumn 
1 on 2 Sep, then on most dlays from 10 Sep to 23 Oct. Very• heavy pas•s,ruge on 
24 Oct, 470·+ counted. iDouhle -fLgU!I"es, urp to 40, on 5 days in Serp and 9 days 
in Oct. 1·-2 on 11 days 1 Nov-26 Dec. 

Quail (Coturnix cotiU!r:nix): 1 on 7 .Tan. 1-13 on 9 da(Ys .from -115 Mar to 26 May. 
In autumn on €i days :n u\ug-2 Oct with 120+ on 25 IS® and W+ on 2 Oct. 
Singles on 10 Nov and 128 !Dec. 

Crane (Grus grus). 2 on 217 Mar and 1 on 19 Apr. Main autumm. pas.sa.g-e in 
Oct, 2 on 3rd, 30+ on 9th, 3 on 118th, 8 on 24th, 3 on 25th and1 '2r on 26th; 
3 others seen shot. In Nov. 1 Shot in the 1st week, 2 on 9th, 1 on 14th and 1 
on 15th. 

Water Rail CRalllliS a.quatlcus): 1 at !Lunzjata on 3 Feb. 1-3 on 7 days from 
Nov to 14 Dec 

Spotted 1l~rake (Porzana porzana): 1 on 2 Mar, 1 on 3 Arpr and 2 on 12 May. 
In autumn singles on 30 Aug, il>41 Sep, 1st, 7th, 11th and 16 Nov. 

Little Crake GPorzana :parva): 1 :!iemale at BuSikett on 30 Mar. 
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Gorncrake (Crex crex): Singles on lOth and 26 &lP. 

Moorhen (Gallinula chloropus): Only 8 recorc:Ls in s:pring, 23 Feb-18 May, alJ 
singles. In autumn singles on 6 days ~t5 SeJ)-126 •:::>ct; main pass·age in Nov: 
1-4 on 9 days 5th-24th. 

Coot (Fulicu!a atraJ: 1-2 on 9 days fwm 12 Oct-18 :Dec. 

Oystercatcher (Haematopus ostralegus): 3 at M'Scala on 29 Mar; singles at 
Del:mara on 1st, at M'Xlokk on 4th and at M'Scala on 23 Apr. Singles in Gozo 
on 15 May and at Deli:mara on 8 Atl!g. 

Ringed Plover (Charadrius hiatkula): 1-3 on 4 days 32 Apr-22 May. Autumn 
passage 16 Jul-24 Nov, most in July and Oct, 1-6 on 12 days. 

Little Ringed Plover (Charadrims dubius·): Present on most days :from 17 Mar 
to 2{) May, mainly at Ghad~ra and Salina. 15-22: on 2 days, otherwLs<~ 1-7. 
Autmnn :passage 13 J·ul-·N Oct, 1-7 on 12 druys, most in JuJ. 6 on 4th-18 Nov 
and 2 on 5-6 Dec at Hal Far. 

K<Jntish Plover (Charadriu.s alexandrlnus): 1 on 2(1 Apr, 1 on 28 Sep and 2 on 
1 Oct. Flock of 30+ at Luqa on 18-19 Oct. 

Dotterel (Eudromias rrnorinellus): Flock of 100+ o'V'er Gnejna on 2·1 Mar and 1 
on 16 Jl~:pr. Autumn pas;s:age 30 Aug-24 'Nov, record·ed on 24 days. Mainly 1-11, 
but 33 on 2:1 Sept, 13D+ on 26 Oct ancr {l0+ on m Oct. 

Golden Plover (PlUJVirulis arp.ri-caria): On 5 days in Jan-Feb, max 50+ at Hal Far 
on 17 Jan. On J.3 days in March (to 25tb), most at Hal Far, max 40 on 4-{lth. 
Late record of 2•0+ at Com~no on 12 Apr. First in autumn 6 at Hal Far on 10 
Oct, then on 22 days, 24 Oct-12 Dec: mainly d!oulble fi·gwres' with rnaxin1a of 
120+ on 2'ti Oct, 65+ on 2 Nov, WO+ on 23 NO'V and 140+ on 24 Nov. 

Grey Plover CPlll!Vialis squatarola): 1 at Ta' Qali on 18 Mar, singles at 8alina 
and M'Xlokk on 5 May and 2 at Annier on 6 May. In autumn singles· at 1\ilarsa 
on 21 Sep, at Hal Far on 10' Oct and at Bahar ~c-Caghaq on 3 Dec. 

Whit<~-tailed Plover (Vanellus leucuTus): 1 shot. at Salina on 22 Oct. 

Lanwing (Vanellus vanellus): On 3 days in Jan, max 33 at Hal F'ar on 17th. 
Autu.mn passa.ge frorrn '28 Oct, mainly 17 Nov-7 oDe,~; max 220+ on 23 Nov and 
125+ on 24 Nov; 1-30 on 22 other days. 

Tur11stone (Arenaria interpres): 1t0 singles seen shot at Salina and M'Scala 
in the last week of Apr. 1-2 on 5 days :in May from 5th to 17th. 1 on 9 Nov. 

Little Stint (Calidris minuia): Spring passage 25 Nfar-6 Jun; 1.,2{) on 18 days, 
mainly at GhadJra. 3 on 1 Jul. Autumn pa;ssage 14 Jul-3 Oct, 1-20 on 15 days. 
most in Jul-Aug. 

Temminck's !Stint (Calidris temmindl:iiJ: 1-2 on 6 days at Ghadira from Hi Apr 
to 4 May. 

Dunlin (Calidris alpina): 3 on 2Q Apr and 2 on 1 !May, at Ghadira. In autunu1 
1-3 on 11 days, 28 Jul-18 Nov. 

Curlew Sandpi:per (Calldris f'erru,ginea,): 1 on 1,2 Apr, then 1-7 on 5 days 1 
May-1 Jun. No auturru1 records. 

Knot (Calidris canutus): J. at M'Scala on 6 Sep. 

() 

SO<nderling (Calidrls alba): 4 at M'Xlokk on 7 Ma} and 1 at Qbajjar on 4 Sei!J. 

Ro;ff CPhUomacus pugnax): Spring .passa;ge, 2 Mar-6 Jun, lar.ger than usual; 
a:mos G daily in Mar-Apr, wit1l doUJble or 1ow treble fiigures on 3.3 days. Max 
3··00+ at Hal Far/Luqa on 19 Apr and 200+ on 29· Mar, and on 20-2.3 Arpr. 
1 on 2 Jul and. flo·ck of 3.00'+ on 2.0 Jul at Salina. In autumn 1-12 or. 8 days 
15 Aug-29 Sep. Late lbird on 26 Oct. 

Broad-'billed Sand,piper (Limlcola falcinellusl: 1 shot at Delimara on 24 Aug. 
Ust record for Malta). 

Sraotted Redshank (Tringa erythro:;ms): Singles at Dellmara on 13 Mar, at 
Ghadira on 1 ~ay and at Hal Far on 27 Oct. 

Redshank (Tringa tot:anu.s·): ·1 on 15 Jan. In s·pring 1-2: on 10 days 13 Mar-19 
'lay. 2 on 2o Jun and 3 on 9 Jul. Autllillln ;passage 21 Ju!l-7 Oct, 1-5 on 1Q: days 

Marsh Sand·piper (Tringa stagnatilLs): 12 on 1'3th and 1 on 31 Mar. Singles on 
16th, ltl3th and 29 .A:pr and 1- May. No autllillln records. 

G~·eenshank (Tringa nelbuJaria): 1-3 on 9 day.s, 11 Mar-.1 ·May, most a;fter mld­
Apr. Singles on 13 Ju:l, i!tlth andi 12: Sep. 
Green tSand,piper (Tringa ochropus): 1-9 on 13 days· 16 Mar-l May. Late bird 
on 12 May. Autumn passage H3 JUJ!-119 Sep, 1-6 on 10 days. 

Wood 'Sand1piper (Tringa glareola): Spring passage 13 Mar-l Jun, mainly mid­
Apr-mid-May, 1-10- on 17 da.ys. 1 on 8th and 25 on 10 Jul at Salina. In autumn 
1-8 on 7 days 31 Ju!l-25 Aug. 

Common Sand•piper (Tringa hY'poleucosJ: Singles on 12th and 31 Jan. Spring 
;1a.ssage rather &mall: 1-2 on 10 days 1 AJpr-20 !May, most mid-end Apr. Arutu,mn 
passage 27 Jun-18 Seip, mainly Jul-Aug when ;s,pecies r~orded aLmost daily. 
Single fi.gures, max g· on 30 AUig. 4 on 24 Nov. 

Black-tailed Godwit (Limosa: limosa): Except~onalliy heavy spri111g passage, 18 
Feb-14 Apr. Mainly 28 Feb-5 Mar with 165+, 60+, 910+, 1{) +. ·18 and 10+ res­
pedively on each -day. 1-3 on 11 other days. No autumn records. 

Curlew (Numentus arquata): Singles on 21 Mar, 19 Apr, 24 Jun:e and 27 Au.g 
2 on 29 Aug and 26 Oct. 

Woodcock (ScoloiPaX rusti.cola): 1 on 13 Jan. 1 on 12 Oct, then on mos·t days 
24 Oot-8 Dec; ,most from 18th to :24 Nov, 10-20 on each day and 40+ on 23rd. 
1-!J on other days, 

Snipe \GaUinago gallinago): 1 on 3-4 Feb, then 1-4 on 14 days 28 Feb-1 May 
In autumn from 2 Sep to 8 Dec, most in Nov; 1-4 on 22 da:\'S. 

Great Snipe (Gallinago med!la): 1 on 28 Fe:b, 3 on 21 Mar and singles on 8th 
12th and 16 Apr. 

Jack Snipe (LyrrnnocTYIPtes minima): Singles on 8th, 14th and 3{) Mar. B I"" 

cords in autumn, 26 Oct-29 Nov, all singles. 

Black-winged Stilt (Himantolptw himantO(pUS): Only 5 sprin.g records, all sin 
gles: on 13th, 17th and 19 .A:pr, 1st and 20 May. 

Avocet (Recurvirost,ra avosetta): 2 at St. Paul's Bay on 15 Apr, 1 at Benghisa 
on 18 Apr and 2 at Salina on 30 Aug. 
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Pratincole (Glareola pratincolal: 4 at !1\if'Scala on 19 AtPr. 

Cream-coloured Courser (Cursorius ·cursor): 1 at Ghalfu on 2.7 May. 

Stone Curlew (Bucrhinu;s oedicnemus): 1-il on 9 days 30 Mar-16 May, most in 
Apr. Late bird 0n 4 Jun. Autumn rpassage '219 Sep-28 Oct, 1-4 on 8 daybS and 
30+ on 24 Oct. 

Great Sima (Stercorarius skua): 1 caught ca. 20 miles SW of Malta on 9 Jun. 

Pomarine Skua (:Ster.corarius pomarinus·J: 3 (:2 dark, 1 light phase) taken by 
fishermen off M'Xlokk on 23..;29 Oct. 

Arctic Skua (Stercorarius. oparasiticus): Singles on 13t.h and 23 Oct, both taken 
offsbore. 

Long.tailea Sima (Stercorarius. longicaudatusl: Singles shot in late Jan and 
on 11 Oct, omshore. 

Mediterranean Gull (Larus melanoc·l:]phalus.): Double figures. in Harbours and 
along south coast on most days in Jan-Mar (to 19th). Max 8{] on .25 Feb. 3 on 
4th and 2 on 19 Aipr. Again from 8 Dec; single 1:Lgmres> exc·ept focr 40+ on 12th. 

Little Gull (Larus ,minutus): Singles on 7th and 11 Jan, 2nd and 3 Felt>. 1-2 
dail:y 23-25 Feb and 1 on H Mar. Singles on 22nd and 23 iDee. 

Black-heade!l Gull (Larus, ridibul1d'lls): Double or trelble fi,gures' (UIP to 500) 
on most days in Jan-Mar (to 26th) ibut 1150>0~2000 on 24-·25 Feb. 1 on 1:1 Nov, 
then from 2'5 Nov onwards. Same numlbers as: be.fore with 80'0'+ on 8 Dec 
highest. 

Slender-lbilfe!l 'Gull ('Larus genei): 1 at St. Paul'& Bay on 11 Serp anrn 2 at Qawra 
Pt. on 15 Sep, 

Lesser Black-backed Gull (Larus~ fuscus): 1 Dn ,25 Feb and 3 Apr. 1 at Hal Far 
on 13-14 Oct, then 2 Dn .2J5 Nov, 3 on 3 Dec and 3 on 28 Dec. Except for the Oct 
bird. only adUlts were identitl'i:ed. 

Herring Gull (Larus argentatus~): Resident along msual cliffs and on Filfla 
Max counts from Ta' Cenc on 3 Feb, 50 iPains and from Filfla on 28 Jun, 60+ 
juvs. Up to 100 in harbours and off south coast in winter. 

Audouin's Gull (Larus audouinii): 2 at M'Scala on 20. AUJg, 

Kittiwake (Rlssa tndactyla): 1, adult female, shot off south coast on 1 Felb~ 

Black Tiirn (Chlldonias niger): 1 at M'Xlakk on 10 Jun and 6 at Delimara 
on 29 Sep. 

White-winged Black Tern (Chlidonias leuc~pterus): 1 on 19th, 1 on 25th and 
2 on 30 Aopr; 2 on 3;1 May; 1 on 10 Jul; singles on 5th, 18th and 24 Aug. 

Gul!-billed Tern (Gelochelidon nilotica): 2 on 19th and 1 on 20 Apr; 1 on 3 
.Tun: 1 on 18 Jul; 2 on 211 Se~p and .2 on 10 Oct. 

Caspian Tern (Hydroprogne tschegrava): 1 at Fomm ir-Rih on 15 Aug, 1 at 
Gzira Pt. on 26 Oct and 1 at Ramla iBay on 28 Oct. 

Sandwich Tern (Sterna sandvLcensis J: 6 off south coast on 29 Au.g and 2 at 
Delimara on 25 Nov. 
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WoC•d Pigeon (Columba .palumbus): 1 on 15 Mar. In autumn singles on 15 Sep; 
24 tl1, 26th and 23 Oct; 2 on 1st and 1 on 3 Nov. 

Turtl3 Dove (Streptopelia turturJ: Daily 3 Apr-3•1 May, with several lar,ge pas­
sa:523. Peak counts were on 13 Apr: 12,2.80+; 19 Apr: 20,200+; 26 Apr: 4,5.00+ 
and 29 A,pr: 6,000+; up to 2,000 on several otber day.s. Few milgrants also in 
June, 1-14 on 112 days. 1-2 on 7 days 6 Jui-15 Awg. Autumn 1passa,ge 212 Aug-27 Oct, 
mainly Sep. Only double or low trelble .figures, max 400+ on 3rd and 13 Sep 

Palm Do•ve (Streptopelia senega:tensis): 1 at Lunzjata, Rabat on 4 Oct. 

Cuckoo (Cuculus canorus): Spring passage 31 Mar"3 \May: 1~17 on most days. 
1 on 12th and 16 May. Autumn :pas·sage 18 Jul-1. Nov, 10 recordJs, with no clear 
peak; all singles except for 5 on 3 Oct. 

Long-eared Owl (As1o otus.): 1 on 10< 'Nov. 5 seen shot in nee 

Short-eared Owl (Asio :1amme.us): 7 recoDds, all .s.ingles, 115 Mar-118 .AJpr. Autumn 
passa.ge 2.1 Sep-18' Nov, 1-6 on 9 days. 3 Dec records, ;s,ingles· on 12th, .1;5th and 
24th. 

Scops Owl (Otus sc-o,ps): UDllSll,Hlly s-carce in spring: only 5 records, ,14 Mar-28 
A·pr, all singles. :l<'rom 3(), Sep to 10 Nov in autumn, most in late Oct. Max 2'5 on 
1 Oct and 2:0 on 2:2' Oct. 1-5 on W other days. 

Barn Owll (Tyto alba): Nest with 5 young~ stolen from IS1ggiewi Ln May. Most 
records in autumn: 1 at xa.ghra on l9-2Qo Jul, 1 at Mellieha on 10 Au:g, 1 at Luqa 
on 21 8·2'P, 1 a,t Zabbar on 2:8 SI:!P, 1 at Ta1:-Salib on 2:7 Oct, 1 at Buskett on 10 
Nov and at Zab:bar on rz, Nov. 

Roller (Coracias garrulus): On J2 days Hi Apr-20 M[l)y, .mainly Arpr; most re­
cords 1-6, but 215 on 2:6 _1\rrJr. 1\S'umimer record of 1 on 2 JuL Only :2 autumn re­
cords: 2 on 25 Au.g. and .1 on 216 Sep. 

Ki>~gfisher (A1c·edo a:tthis): 1~3 on 18 day-s 219 JuJ-2 Oct, most. i11 Aug. Singles 
on 4 days in Nov-Dec. 

Bee-eater (Mero,p.s apiaster): Spring pass.a.ge ,]18 cAJpr~3 Jul, mainly Arpril-iMay. 
Double figures on 3 day.s and 1.12+ on '23 Apr. On 4 days, in ISep: 1 on 1st, 3 on 
5th. 13 on 12tll and 11 on 15th. 

Blue-cheeked Bee-eater (IMerap.s surperciliosus): 1 at Wardija on 20 May. 

Hoonoe (Upupa 'epops): After 1 on li6 Feb, frequently· seen from 21 Mar to 2 
May but only single fig11!'es, 1-6. 1 on 8th and 19 1May. In autumn 2 on 2·0 Jul. 

then 1-5 on 1~~ days '2 Aug-6 Oct, mo&t midi-Aug to mid-Sep. 
Wryneck (Jynx torquilla): 1 at Xemxija on 12 Jan. In spring 1-4 on 15 days 
25 Mar~26 .AJpr. Autumn passage 2 Sep--1 Dec, records -of 1-5 on most days with 
no clear peak. 

N ightjar (Caprimulgus eurO[paeus): Only a few in spring, 18 Arpr-24 May; 1-7 
on 10 day.s and 22 on 20 Apr. In autumn 1 on 3 Sep, then 1-10 on 10 days 2.1 Sep­
'.!:7 Oclt. 

Egyptian Nightjar (Caprimulgu.s aegyrrJtius): 1 f·emale shot on 28 Mar. 

Swift (Apus apu.s): Almost continuous :pa~sage frorrn 20 Mar to 30 Sep, but most 
in April-.JI.-fay. Longest interval w!1thorut any records· 12-26 Aug. Double or treble 
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fig\ues on most days, max 520+ on 29 Ju.J. 3 records in Oct: 2 on 14th, 1 011 21sL 
and 20 on 29th. 

Alpine Swift CApus melba): 1-6 on 14 days in spring, '215 Mar-30 Apr. 1 on 11 
Jun and 15+ on 7 Jul. Only 3 records in autumn: 3 on 6 Sep, 1 on 2.6 Sep and 
3 on 1 Nov. 

Short-toed Lark CCalandrella cinerea): V·ery common summer visitor. FiiSit re­
corded on 19 Mar, mo·st from 1 Apr reaci1ing treble figures in suitable areas on 
31st First birds in song on .29 Mar. Birds on autumn pas.sage recorded from 
15 Au:g. Last seen on 30 S€{P. 

wood Lark (LufluJa arborea): Only 2 re.cords•: singles on 24 Oct and 1 l~ov. 

Sky Lark (Alauda arvensis): 1-10 on 9 days 1 Jan..,l.B Feb. Spring passage, as 
ucmal, insignificant wi•th up to 25 on 10 day.s 4 Mar-9 .Apr. 2. on .2.2 Ap1·. 1 at Hal 
Far on 11 Jun coulcl. have he.en an escaped bird. ·From 4 Oct in autumn, almost 
daily till 16 Dec, most mid-Oct to mid-J:-<ov. Treble figures· on m<Jst days. max 
1,0·00+ on 28 Oct. 

sand Martin (Riparia riparia): Spring ;p·assage 3 Mar-20 May, mainly mid-Apr 
to mid-May; double or low 1tre:ble figure!; on most days, but 1,200+ on 12 May 
Singles on 13th and 2-9 Jul. 1 on 211 Aug, then from 5 S.el])-23 Oct, most in mid-
Oct. max 135+ on 2,1st. , .. 

swallow rHirundo rusti-c a): ALmos-t daily 10 Mar-27 May; treble figures on ill{ 1St 

days in A<pril, but never more than 250. 1 on 2nd and 2 on 12 Jun. Hl+ on 5 
Aug. then daily 28 Atvg-29 Oct. Larger numbers than in spring with max of 
5,500+ on 1 Oct and UIP to 800 on seveTal other days. In Nov 1..:20 on a days 
till 17th. 

Red·rum-ped Swallow iHirundo daurioca): 4 records in April: singles on 18th, 
19th and 22nd. and 2 on '24th. 

House Martin \Delichon urbiiCa): 3 at Lunzjata on 1-3 Jan. First. in spring 
3 on 6 Mar, then -fro.m 1'5 Mar-14 May, most fr= mid-Apr. Mainly doubl-e 
fi.gures. but up to fiOO on 5 days and 1,400+ on 12 May. 3 on 30 :May. AUitumn 
passage 2 Sep-17 Nov, up to 50 on 16 clays .. ·most in Oct. 

Grag Martin (Hirundo rupe.stris): U!P to 10 at Lunzjata from 8 Dee onwards. 

Richard's Pipit \An thus novaes.eelandiae): 1 at Hal Far on 13 Od. 

Tawny Pip,it (Antlm~ ·campestris): Onl:r small numbers in spring; 1-3 on 11 
days 19 Mar-28 Apr, but 110+ at Hal Far on 19 Apr. In autumn 1-10 on HI 
days 2 Se·p-14 Oct. 

Tree Pi-pit lAnthus trivialis): 1 on 11 •J\1!ar, then from 18 Mar-19 May . .t\..lmos1t 
daily but notable gaps on 2-6 Apr and 2-11 May, Doulble- or trebl-e figures 
daily 14t.h-29 A;pr. largeS<t counts 500 on 18tl1, 900 on 19th and 35{) on 26th 
Autumn pas·sag.e 22 Aug-4 Nov, u:p to 20 on most, days. 

Meacto.w Pi,pit (An thus pratensLs): Very common ':n Jan-Mar with up to 50 in 
suitable areas. Up to 25 1till 3 Apr then singles on 5 days to 21st. First in 
autumn on 11 Oct, numi:J.ers increasing after 21st with max of 60 in several 
places. 

Red-throated Pipit CAnthus c-ervinus): Spring passa.ge 7 Apr-12 May, mainly 

Nl 

19 Apr-I May, wi•th 10-30 at Hal Far. Only a few in autumn: 1-4 on 8 dayc' 
7 Oct-5 Nov, and 12 on last day. 

Water Pipit (An thus spinoletta): 1 taken at M'Scala in March. 

Yellow Wagtail (Mot.acilla fla.va): Spring passag-e 15 Mar-23 May, mainly Apr 
Heavy passages on 18 Apr - 5Qo0•0 counted. 19 kpr - 1230, and 26 Apr - 35-Q 
Up to 160 on other: days. 1 on 17 Jul. In autumn 1 on 17 Aug, then ol! mosi 
days 24 Au.g-26 Oct, mainly double figures and up to 180 on a few days. Single<; 
on 3rd and 18 Nov. 

Gnly Wagtail (Motacilla cinerea): 1-8 in most •place.s in Jan-Feb. Smaller num­
bers in Mar·ch to :26th. Firs-t in autumn on 1:6 Sep, then douible figures, max 4D. 
fro.m early Oct, numbers. reducing after inlld-Nov. 

White Wagtail (Motacilla alba): C<Jmtnon in Jan-;Mar (1to 25th). Singles on 1st 
3rd and 20 Apr. From 6- Oct iil1 autumn, double fi.gur·es in several places. Small· 
er numbers aft-er mid-Nov. A count at the roost at Gr·ea1t Siege Square, Vallett" 
on 20 Dec totalled 2,500•+. 

Red-backed Shrike CLanius collurio): The 1bird wintering at Lunzjata in Dec 
1972 .s1tayed on tilll5 Apr. Only 1 .spring r·ecord: 1 on 9 Apr. In autumn 1-3 on 12 
days from 3 Sep-10 Oct. 

Woodchat Shrike (Lanius .senator): Sprlng p.assage 7 Apr-26 May, mainly mid­
end Apr. Single :figur·es, 1-4, except for influx on 26 Apr, 3D+. No summer re· 
cords. In autumn 1-5 almost daily 15 Aug-17 Sep, .m-ost records from Blwkett 

Lesser Grey Shrike (Lanius minor): 1 male at Buskebt on 1·6 Jun. 

Golden Oriole (Oriolus oriolus): Very heavy passa.ge in spring: 2 on 8th and 1 
on 10 Apr, then daily 14 Apr-31 May. Double or treble figur-e-s from mid-Apr to 
mid~May. with pea.k -days 1'9 Apr - 750·+· and 26 A:pr --- 370+. 1 on 10 Jun. A;S 
usual autumn passage mu-ch smaller: 17 records 24 Aug-2 Oct, 1-4 lbut 18 on 3 
Sep. Unusually late bird on 1'0 Nov. 

Starling (Sturnus vulgaris): Common in Jan-Mar (to 23r-d) with up to 800 at 
Hal Far. Singles on 8 Aug and 9 Sep, then from 2:5 Sep onwards. Very heavy 
pass·age on 24 Oct - 105,0•00+ c<Junted. Up to 40-DO on several other days in 
Oct-Nov, numbers r-educing in Dec. 

Rook (Corvus frugilegms): 1 at Lunzjata in ·early Nov. 

Wren (Troglodytes troglodyrtes): 1 at Buskett on 14 Jan and 1 at Hal Far on 
11 Feb. 1 at Hal Far on 30 Oct, 1 at Lunzjata on 1st-10 No·v and 1-2 at Salina 
from 25 Nov onwards. 

Alpine Accentor (!Prunella collaris): 1 caught in early Oct, 1 at M'Scala on 23 
OCIL 1 caught in early Nov, 1 at GhaDghur on ·5 Nov and 2 at Ta' zuta on 13 
Nov. 

Dunnock (Prunella modularis): Fairly common in agricultural land in Jan­
Mar (to 27th). Max 1!5 at Buskett on s·everal dates. From 2'2. Oct in autumn. 
with double figures, up to 50, from 2.7th. Numbers reduc-ed in Dec. 

CetUs Warbler (Cettia cetti): Resident in usual nurrnbers at Girgenti/W;2d il­
Lu:q. Nest found at Wied il-Luq on .14 May contained 4 well .grown ycun;. Seve­
ra:: other family parties in late. oMay-lat2 Jul. \Records outside tl1es2 valleys: 
m~1lr Einging at Mtahleb in Jan~Apr and Sep-illec (place not v:s'•t:'d in May-
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AugJ, 1 at Rabat on 22-26 Jul, 1 at Chadwicik Lak·es from 9 Sep onwards and i 
at Xlendi on 24 Dec. 

Savi's Warbler (Locus•tella luscinioides): 1 trapped and ringed at Ramla Valley 
on 6 S€\P. 

Grasshop.per Warbler (Locustella naevial: 1 trapped and ringed a,t Wied il­
Luq on 26 Aug. 

Moustached Warbler (Lusdniola melano.pogon): 1 at Xe.mxija on 2'7 Oct, 3 at 
Wied il-Luq on 22 Nov and 1 at Salina on 24 Nov. 2 were still present at 'Wied 
il-Luq on 17 Dec. 

Sedge Warbler (Acrocephalus S•choenobaenus): Very poor y·ear. In ,~pring 1 on 
2 Apr then 1-3 daily 1'7th-2S Apr. Singles on 121th and 20 !May. In autumn singles 
on 26 Aug and 25 Oct. 

Reed Warbler (Acrocephalus s.cirpaceus): Only 1 in Sll)ring, on 2.7 Apr. Autumn 
passa•ge 19 Aug-4 Nov, mainly latre Aug-end Sep. 35 records• of 1~5. 

Great Reed Warbler (Acrocephalus arundinaceus): 1, in heavy body moult, 
trapped and ri'nged at Xernxija on 12 Jan was the first winter record. Spring 
passa,ge 16 Apr-15 May, mainly hpr; recorded on 15 days, max 6 a1t Lunzjata 
on .20 A;pr. In autumn 1-~ almost daily, mainly at Wi!e.d il-!Luq, from 12 Aug to 
19 Sep. 2 on 27 Oct. 

lcterine Warbler (Hippolais icterina): In sl])ring 1-4 on 10 days 19 Apr-2:7 May. 
In autumn, 1-4 on 11 days 15 Aug to 6 Sep, then 5 r.ecords, 1-2, fr<:\m 2nd-18 
Oct. 

Barred War'bler (Sylvia nisoria): 1 immature trapped and ringed at Xa.ghra 
on 10 Sep. 

Garden Warbler (Sylvia borin): Spring ;passa.ge smaller than usual; daily 14th-
29 Apr, max 15 at Hal Far on 19th. In May 1-6 on 5 days to 20th. Autumn {Pas­
sage 6 Aug-2e Oct, mainly SElP. Recorded on most days, max 60 at Bus.kett on 
16 Sep. Up to 50 on sev-eral other days. 

Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla): Common in suita:ble areas in Jan-Mar, with up 
to 300 at Buskett and 150 at Mdina. Few till 2'2 Apr. 1 was singing at Buskett 
on 5 Jul. 1 on 14 Sep, then from 30 Sep onwards; only single !figures in Oct­
mid Nov, then up to 35 at Buskett. 

Whitethroat (Sylvia communis): Spring passage 15 AJpr-14 May, mainly Apr. 
Large influx on 19 Arpr - 150+ at Hal Far. Up to 34 on other days. 11 records 
in autumn, 26 Aug-12 Oct, all singl-es. 

lesser Whitethroat (Sy1via currucal: 1 at Salina on 16th-23 Sep. 

Rup.peil's Wanbler (Sylvia ruppelli): 1 taken at tal-Handaq in Sep. 

Sardinian Warbler (Sylvia melanocephala): Very common resident. !First nests 
found in ·early April. 

Subal-pine Warbler (Sylvia cantillans,): \Su)ring passage 21 Mar-27 Apr; single 
figures on most days with max of 1·5 at Hal Far on 19 Apr. Autumn passage 
29 Jul-7 Oct, mainly mid-Aug-mid-Sep; common in sreveral places with 30-&l 
regularly at. Buskett in Aug-Sep. Very late bird in poor plumage condition 
on 24 Oct. 
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Spectacled Warbler (Sylvia conspicillata.): Cammon resident, mainly in rocky 
valJeys and open country. First record of young out of nest on 28 Apr. 

Oartforcl Warbler (Sylvia undata): 2 at Ghadira on 18 Feb and 1 at Salina 
on 12 Nov. 

Willow Warbler (Phylloscorpus trochilus): Spring ·passage 18 Mar-31 May, main­
ly Apr. Single figures or u;p to t5. on most days, but 130+ on 19 Apr. 1 (freshly 
dead) on 1 Aug, then from 21 A:ug to :211 Oct. In about the same numbers as 
in spring bu·t none on 5th-11th and 23rd...;29 Sep. 

Chiffchaff (P.bylloscopus• collybita): Common in Jan-Mar; few till 14 Apr. Up 
to 50 in most ,places. From 11 Oct in autumn reaching doUihle figures fro.m 24th. 
Max 100+ at Xe.rpocija on 24 Dec. 

Bonelli's Warbler (Phylloscapms bone!li): Only 1 record: 1 at Mtahleb on 27 
Apr. 

Wood Warbler tPhylloscopus• sibilatrix): Spring passage 1 lilj}r-21 May, mainly 
ll'th-30 Apr; doUJble or treble :fi,gures on 12 days. rMarked influxes on Mth- 75+, 
18th- 100+. l!Hh- 300+ and 26th - HlO+. all dates in A:pril. In autumn 1 
on 16th and 3·0 Aug; tnflux on 3-4 Sep with 56+ and 17+ respectively, then 
singles on 12th and 16 Sep and :5 Oct. 

Goldcrest (Regulus regulus): 1-2 at Bus•kett and Wied ZnuiJJ.er in Jan-Mar (to 
11th). Unusual'y lat.e bird at. Xemxija on 11 Apr. From 26 Oct in autumn, with 
max on 10 at Bu1>kett from mid-Nov onwards. 

Firecrest <Regulus ignicapillus): No pos.itive records in Jan-il:<~e'b. Singles on 5 
days 1•5 :Mar-13 Ajpr. From 24 Oct in anturmn with a max of 6 at iBuskett in 
Nov-Dee. 

Gold/Firecrest (Regulus. regulus/ignicapillus): 1{) records, 1-10, 1 Jan-26 Mar 
<most from Buskett/Rabat); 6 records, 1-10, lst-<24 Nov. 

Fan-tailed Warbler (Cisticola juncidis): A pair present at Xemocija through­
out the year built 3 nests and raised 2 broods (the other probably taken by a 
snake). Another pair at Ghadira, first seen in July, raised at least one brood. 
Thes·e were the first 'breeding re-cords. in these Islands. Record3 outside Xe.m­
xija/Ghadira '\\rere singing males at Girgenti and Chadwick Lakes on 2·0' May 
and at Salina on 27 Jun, and 1-2 at Lunzjata from 29 Sep to .1 Nov. 

Pied Fli1catcher (Ficedula hypoleuca): From 30 Mar tn 23 !May in spring, mainly 
in Apr with large inflrnces· on 18th - 2W+, 1:9th - 180+ and 26th - 155+. 
Up to 80' on other days in Apr, but only single figures il1 May. As· usual, autumn 
passag.e much smaller; 15 records fwm W Aug-10 Oc:t, all 1-2 except for 6 on 
last day. 

Coliarecl FIJICatcher (Ficedula albicollis): 1-5 daily from 15th to 27 Apr. No 
autumn records. 

Red-breasted Flycatcher (Ficedula ;parvaJ: 8 r-ecords, all singles, fro,m· 16 8-ep 
to 21 Q.~t. 

Sportted Flycatuher (Muscicapa s:triata): Spring passage 14 Apr-20 May; double 
figures 23 llpr .. 12 May, max 45 on 26 A:Pr. No summer l'ecords. 1 on 28 Aug, 
then from 4 Sep to 29 Oct; only single figures and occasionally up to 10. No 
records 23-2.8 Sep and 2-9 Oct 
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Whincat (Saxicola rubetra): Daily 112 A,pr-2 May, with &0-150 at Hal Far c1c 

19tth-27 Apr; then 1-4 on B days till 30 MRy, In autumn 1-2 on 3rd, 5tll a::d 9 
Sep and 6 Oct. 

Stonechat <Saxicola torquataJ: Common in Jan-Mar, with regular records ol 
U·P to 15. Singles on 4 days 1st-14 Apr. From 1 Oct in autumn, double figures 
after 6th, numbers reducing in late Nov. Max 9t0 on 2 Nov. 

Wheatear <Oenanthe oenanthe): 1 at Jia.l Far on 4 Jan. common on spring 
pass-age 16 Mar-12 May, mainly mJd to end Apr - 50-2-l(l daily. 1 on 17 Aug 
then from 215 Aug to 2B Oct; in same numbers as in spring but no dear pea-k. 
Max 100 at Hal Far on 5 Sep. 1 on 4th and 15 Nov. 

Black-eareo Wheatear (Qenanthe his,paniea): 16 records, 1-3, from 24 Mar to 
7 May, most mid-end Apr. Only 1 in autumn, on .3 Sep. 

lsabelline Wheatear (Oenanthe isabellina): 1 at 'Hal Far on 20 Mar and 1 at 
Ta' Qali on 7 Apr. 

Pied W'heatear (Oenanthe J:Cil-e.sehanka): 1 male at Vvied il-Kbir on 21 A.tpr 

Rock Thrush (Monticola saxatilis): Very poor year with on:y 5 re·cords: 1-3 
on 4 days 22 Mar-'21 Apr and 1 on 13 Se:p. 

Blue Rock Thrush (Monticola so1itarius'): Resident. No aptparent chang~~ in 
numbers. Noted .particularly numerous along Xlendi/Dwejra s:ea-clHfs in Gozo. 

Black Redstart Whoenicurus ochruros): 1-3 in mos,t rocky areas in Jan-Mar 
(to 25th). From 30 Oct In autumn, in lar.g·e:r numb-ers than before, with up to 14 
in some areas. 

Redstart (Pho-eniCJurus phoenic,urus): S,pring ,passage started much later than 
usual: 1 on 2nd, then daily 11 Apr~2 !May and occa.sional till 20 May. Mainly 
up to 1'5 'but 20-45 on '18th. 19th and 26 Apr. Autumn passag·e 5 Sep-'2>3 Oct, 
mainly end-sep-mid-Oct. Larg·er numbers .than in spring with up to 40' in rrnost 
days in peak period. 

Robin (Erit.hacus rube-cula): Cmr:mon in Jan.JMa.r with up to S.O in sevnal 
places, numbers I"educing after mid-Mar. R,ecords of 1-6 daily lst-17 Apr, 1 on 
27 Apr and 1 on 1 May. 1 at Bu&kett on 24-26 Aug and 1 on 6 Be'.il. then few 
from 15 8ep reaching double figures by 30th. 'V'ery eommon ln Oc:t-Nov, num­
bers reducing to Jan level in Dec. Several larg·e falls, treble f1gures, max 800-t­
at Wied Znuber on 24 Oct and 300+ at Buskett on 27 Oct. 

Nightingale (Luscinia megarhyncho.s): S;pring :passage 19 Mar-26 May, mairJy 
Apr. Records on most days. witth max of 30 in a numiber o.f places· on several 
days. From 19 Aug in autumn, most frcm 3 Sep, with u:p to 35 at Bnsk2tc on 
several clays. Last on 13 Oct. 

Bluethroat (Luscinia svecica): 1 at Wied Mielah, Gozo on 19 Apr. 

Fieldfare (Turdus pilaris): 3 at Ta' Cene on 4 Mar. 1:2 records, 1-9, from 12 Nov 

to 31 Dec. 

Ring Ouzel (Turdus torquatusl: 1 at M'Scala on 6 Apr. 6 records, 1-2, from 12 
Oct to 12 Nov. 

Blackbird (Tu.rdus merulaJ: Small nUtll"JJbers, 1-3. in several p:aces in Jan-Apr 
1to 4thl. Unusually early bird on 13 S-ep. then from 11 Octt. Up to 25 en most 
days in late Oct. otherw:se 1-5. 

].,! 

Fledwing iTurdus iliacus): No records. in Jan. 1-4 on 8 nays at Buskett/Xem­
xlja/Lunzjata from 3 Feb to 30 Mar. 0 11 11 days 4 Nov-17 Dec, in same num­
bers as before. 

Song Thrush (Turdus philomelos): Fairly common in Jan with a few pas­
sage& recor·ded, largeStt 150+ on 6th. On1y a few in F'eb, then &light. increase 
in Mar wit·h ,max of 5{1 on 21st. 1-9 on 6 days lst-191 Apr. From 4 Oct in autumn. 
double or tre'ble figures on most days till mid-Nvv, then smaller numibers. 
l'I2avy pass.ages on 24 Oct - a total of 6070 recorded, and :26 Oat ~ 2170. 

~'listie Thrush CTurdus· viscivorru.,s): Singles on 12 Oct, 24 Oct, 7 Nov and· 2 De·c 

Tree Sparrow (Passer mont.anus): [Resident, breeding in smal,l numbers in se­
veral plac·es. Small passage in Oct, max 40 over Xemxija on 5th. 

Spanish Sparrow (Passer hispaniolensis): Abundant residellJt. 

Chaffinc'h (FringiJla ·coelebs'): Fairly ,common in Jan~Mar, up to 25 at Buskett; 
single figures in other places. 1-3 on 6 days in Apr to 29th. Records of 1-2, 
mainly at Buskett, in J'v1;ay-Setp. Autumn passage from 30 Sep, double firgur€s. 
max 40, on most days after mid-Oct. ISmaUe.r numrbers· in Dec. 

Bram~ling {Frllcgilla montifringilla): 1 at Mtahleb on 31 Oct and 1 at M\Scala 
on 5 2~ov. 

Serin \Ser:nt;s ~;;rinus): Common in Jan-Mar, a •total of HlO+ at Buskett and 
Salina on 21 Jan hi.ghest. 7 records, 1-4, till 2·6 hpr. 6 records in May, 1 in Jun 
a.nrl 1 in Au.g, all singles. From. l18 Oct in autumn, no large numJb-ers and not 
r2c-orded daily, max 20 at Sal~na on 30 Dec. 

Greenfinch (Cardueli.s chlor:s): Fairly common in Jan; 35 on 14th, 1-5 on oth-er 
day.s. on;y 3 records in Feb with 60+ counted at a roosft in VaJletta on last 
day. On most days from 10 Mar to 23 Apr, mainly U'P to 15, but 250'+ i·n Gozo 
on 14 A:pr. 1 on 3.0 May and 7 Jul. In autumn singles on 29-3() Selp then from 
10 Oct. WD+ over Xaghra on 1'2 Dec, otherwise never more than 12. 

Go!dfincll <Carduelis carduelis.): 8 1:€cords, 1-3, from. 1 Jan to 10 Feb. 1-3 on 
12 days 11 Mar-28 Apr. 1 on {30 Jun. In autumn 1-6 on 6 days from 20th to 29 
Oct and on 8 nays from 17 >Nov to 19 Dec. 

Siskin (Carduelis spinus): 1 on 1 Jan, 1 on 1 Apr and 4 on lt2 Apr. In autumn 
singles on .28 Oct, 2nd ann 4 Nov. 

Linnet (Acant.his cannabinaJ: Com,mon in Jan-Feb with u'P to 20 (and occa­
sionally up tD '70) in several places. Larger num'b-ers after mid-Mar and till 
mid-Apr, max 160+ on 14 hpr, Few till 2 1May. 2 at Xemxija on 15 May and 
up to 20 at. Ghajn Barrani, Gozo throu,ghout summer. 1'2 on 28 Sep, then from 
6 Oot onwards. Treble figures, max :300. only from mid-Oct to mid-Nov. 

Trumpeter Bullfinch (Rhodopechys githagim~a): 8 immatures cau,ght in Jun­
JuL 1 on 22nd. and 2 on 24 Oct, and singles on 7th and 10 Nov. 

Hawfinch CCoccothraustes coxothraustes): 1 on 13 Jan. Mai..n au,tumn ;pas­
sage 29 Oclt-9 Nov, with a total of 135+ recorded. 5 records, 1-4, from 20' Nov 
to 27 Dec. 

Corn Bunting CEmib-eriza calandra): Comm.on resi.dent. No signs of migration 
in spring. Several flocks of up to 20 between mid-Aug and mid-Oct proibably 
migrants. 
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Yellowhammer (Emberiza citrinella): Singles at Dlngli on 6 Nov, at Ta' Zuta 
on 15 Nov and at Xemxija on 1 iDee. 

Ortolan Bunting (Emberiza hortulana): Spring ;passage 18 .A:prdl May with uD 
to 8 on most days. Only 1 in autumn: on 28 Aug. 

Cirl lluniing (Emberiza cirlus): First year male at San Lawrenz on 16 Nov 

Little Bunting CElmberiza pusllla): 1 at Qawra on 4 Nov. 

Black-headed Bunting CElrnheriza melanocephala): 1 female at M'Xlokk on 
28 Aug. 

Rustic Bunting (Em'beriza rus•tica): Fir.s·t year male trapped and ringed at 
Lunzjata on 12 Oct. 

Reed Bunting (Emberlza s.choeniclus): Singles at Lunzjata on 1st and 5 Nov. 
and at Dingli on 6 Nov. 

ADDITIONS TO SYSTEMATIC LIST FOR 1972 

Little Bittern: 1-2 on 17th and 22 Alpr; 2nd, 5th and• 6 May, and 2 Jun. 3 on 14 
Sep. 
Night Heron: flock of 7 imtn. on 2B May. 
Squacco Heron: 2 on 1st and one on 12th and 14 Apr. 1 on il'th and 6 Sep 
Greater Flamingo: '1 at .M;anikata on 15 Sep. 
Pintail: 1 male at Kalafrana on 24 Mar. 
Pochard: 1 male on 2!8 Jul. 
Red-breasted Merganser: 1 at Mansas•cala on S Nov. 
Egyptian Vulture: 1 at tas-'Salib on 26 Sep. 
Osprey: Singles' at G[lar Lapsi. on 17th and 24 Sep. 
Sparrow Hawk: Si'ngles on 17th, 29th and :!0 Sep; 8th, 14th, 21Sit, 22nd and 
23 Oct. 
Pallid Harrier: 1 male at Fiddilen on 2,1st Sep. 
Montagu's Harri·er: Singles on 7 Apr and 14 Sep. 
Marsh Harrier: 1 on 2Q Aug. 
Eleono•ra's Falcon: Singles at Ta' Zuta on 8 May and at Slgglewi on 9 Sep. 
Merlin·: 1 f.emale at Fawwara on 27 Oct. 
Red-footed ·Falcon: 1 on 118 A'J)r; 2 on 2nd and 1 on 13 May. 
Kestrel: 1 male on 19 Jun. 
Quail: 8 on 1 May. 
Spotted ·Crake: 1 on 6th and 23 Sep. 
Corncrake: 1 on 20 Apr. 
Grey Plover: 1 on 2!8 Sep. 
Dunlin: Singles on 30 Jul and 5 Aug. 
Sanderling: Singles on 11 May and 8 Oct. 
Ruff: 1 in summer plumage (black) at M'Scala on 11 Jun. 
Woodcock· Unusually latelbird on Hl Apr. 
Snipe: 3 at Salina on 26 Aug. 
Great Snipe: 1 on 26 Alpr. 
Redshank: 2 on 26 Mar. 
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W himbr·el; 1 on 20 Sep. 
Little Gull': 1 juvenile on 13 Sep. 
White-winged Black Tern: 1 juvenile on 12 Sep. 
Whiskered Tern: l at Sal'ina on H Nov. 
Gul!·billed Tern: Singles on 17 Mar and 16 Apr. 
Wood Pigeon: 1 on 12 Oct. 
Stock Dove: 1 at Hal Far on .2 Oct. 
Long-eared Owl: Singles on 6th, 22nd and 25 Oct. 
Short-eared Owl: Singles on Wth, 22nd and :n Mar and 2 AJpr. 
Egyptian Nightjar; 1 at Za:bbar on 2 May. 
little Swift: 1 shot on 14 Oct.. 
Bee-eater: 5 on 2 A'Pr. Singies on 11th, 17th and 18 Sep. 
'Roller: Singles on 21 J\llay, 4th and 16 SeiJ). 
Wood Lark: 1 on ti Oct. 
Skylark: Late blrd on 30 Alpr. 
Red-rumped 1Swallow: 1 on 29 Apr, 
Red-backed Shr·ike: Singles on 211s.t and ~!4 ,Sep, and On 2 Oct. 
Woodchat 1Shril1e: .1 (L.s. badiius) at Ghadira on 5 Jun. 
Lesser Grey Shrike: 1 at taHtandaq on 9 Sep. 
Great Grey Shrike: 1 at Mtahleb in mld-Marcll. 
Alpine Accentor: 1 ta!ken at Mt~arr in October. 
tcterine Warbler: Up rto 10 on 26th-219 AuJg. 
Whitethmat: Singles Dn 16th and 18 .,Sep. 
Rup.p·3ll's W'arbler: 1 p;t M'Scala on 29 Oct. 
Fan-tail<id W'arbler: 2 on 25 Jun and singLe-s on 2nd and 17 Aug, at Salina. 
Collared Fly(:at!:her: lJmaie on 27 Au1g. 
Red-breasted Flycatcher: 1 on ;nth and 18 Od. 
Whincat: 1-:! on 18th-21 Szp. 
Rufous Bush Chat: 1 at Sig,giewi on ,18 Apr. 
Det:ert 'Wheatear: 1 at Delimara on Hl Mar. 
Roc)( Thrush: 1-2 on five day.s from 15th·-20 Mar. 1 on 2:1 Sep 
Mistle Thrush: :SingJ.es on 18 Oct and 2 !:Nov. 
Rustic Bunting: 1 at Siggiewi on 21 Oct. 

SPECIES RINGED AND TOTALS 

Spede.s 1973 Total Spedes 

Cory Shearwa.ter 68 254 Little Stint 
Manx Shearwater 71 Temminck's Stint 
Storm P,otrel 7$7 5,883 Dun lin 
Little Bittern 1 10 Curlew Sandpiper 
Kestrel 4 Ruff 
Quail 3 Green Sandpiper 
Water Rail 2 6 Wood Sandpiper 
Spotted Crake 1 5 Common Sandpiper 
Little crake 4 Snipe 
Moorhen - 11 Great Snipe 
Little Ringed Plover 27 Jack Snipe 
Ringed Plover 4 Herring Gull 
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1973 Total 

3 98 
1 7 

6 
lD 
12 

8 
43 
11 
6 
1 
1 
9 



Turtle Dove 
Cuckoo 
Scops Owl 
Nightjar 
Swif.t 
Kingfisher 
Hoo:poe 
Wryneck 
Shmt--toed Lark 
Skylark 
Sand Martin 
Swallow 
Red-rumped Swallow 
House Martin 
Ta,rny Pipit 
Tree Pipit 
Meadow Pipit 
Red-throated Pipit 
Yellow Wagtail 
Grey Wagtail 
White Wagtail 
Red-lbacked Shrike 
Woodchat Shrike 
Penduline Tit 
Wren 
Dunnock 
Cetti's Wa:ribler 
Savi's Warbler 
River Warbler 
Grasshopper Wa:ribler 
Moustached Warbler 
Sedge Warbl-er 
Marsh Warbler 
Reed Warbl-er 
Gr·eat Reed Warbler 
Icterine Warbler 
Olivaceous Warbler 
Barred Warbler 
Orphean Warbler 
Garden Warbler 
Blackcap 
Whibethroat 
Lesser Wh~t.ethroat 
Sardinian Warbler 
Subalpine Warbler 

6 

6 

2 

15 
2 

151 
730 

1 
181 

3•3 
36 

9•0 
23 
14 

5 
13 

2 
25 
18 
1 

1 
2 

10 

29 
30 
2D 

303 
217 

86 
1 

163 
173 

14 
5 

35 
5 
1 

2!1 
6 

84 
33 
5 

1,204 
3,816 

13 
1,14(} 

5 
225 
136 

2 
596 
210 
119 

31 
48 

1 
13 

173 
56 
Hl 
1 
2 

25 
246 

2 
231 
273 
193 

1 

1,779 
397 
611 

9 
1,167 

830 

Spectacled Warbler 
Dartford Warbler 
Fan-tailed Warbler 
Willow Warbler 
Chiffchaff 
Bonelli's Warbler 
Wood Warbler 
Goldcrest 
:!''ire crest 
Pied Flycatcher 
Collared Flycatcher 
R,ed-breast,ed Flycatcher 
Spotted Flycatcher 
Wh:lnchat 
8tonechat 
Wherutear 
Black-eared Wheatear 
Isabelline Wheatear 
Rook Thrush 
Blue Rock Thrush 
Black Redstart 
Redstart 
Robin 
Thrus.h Nightingale 
Nightingale 
Bluethroat 
Ring Ouzel 
Blackbird 
l~edwing 

Bong Thrush 
Yellowhammer 
Corn Bunting 
Ortolan Bunting 
Hust.ic Bunting 
Reed Bunting 
Chaffinch 
8erin 
Greenfinch 
Linnet 
Goldfinch 
Spanish SJ:carrow 
Tree Sparrow 
Starling 
Golci€n Oriole 

Total Ringed in 1973: 6,2D4 of 7·8 specie.< 
GranD: Total Ringed: 36,3:36 of 113 S']Yecies 

13 

18 188 
13 

10 10 
54 515 

8:<0 ~,628 

26 
126 512 

2 25 
7 75 

(;6 319 
3 41 
3 11 

21 195 
":2 114 
44 1M 

4 52 

1 
2 25 
1 12 

82 629 
1,0615 4,471 

1 
51 405 

22 
1 3 
8 49 
2 5 

79 187 
1 1 
3 37 

2 
1 1 
1 2 

17 9•4 
'7 75 
2 240 

4~~ 731 
1 

361 2,621 
2 29 
2 7 
13 26 

RINGING RECOVERIES 

This section of the report deals with 35 recoveries of 15 SJpedes. 25 others, 
all of th€m in, or within 5 !kilometers of the p!a,c·e of ringing, are ommitted. 12 
have been reported from abroad, and one of these was recovered in 1971, but 
was reported during this year. For loca1 r€coverJ.e.s of over five kilometers the 
distance is given; this, together with the directions, a!'e a.pproXimate. 

Key to symbols and .terms used in th€ recovery lis1t: 
Ring numlbecr: where this ts followed< by an a.steri,sk (*) the cring has been 

returned. 

Age Code: 1 ~ pull us; Y·Oung bird ringe-d in :the nest. 
2 - fully groW'll; yoear of hatching quite un'known. 
3 - definitely hllltche-d• during current calendar year. 
4 - hatched before current calendar y·ear; eX'act year unknown. 
5 definitely hatched durilllg Jast calendar year. 
6 --· hatched before last calendar year; exact year unknown. 

Sex: M. - male. 
F. -- femal€ 

Manner of recovery: v - cau.ght or trapped, and released with ring; 
+ - shot or killed by man; 
x - found dead or dying; 

0 - caught or trrupped aliv-e and not relea&ed, or 
re!·eas·ed 'but with ring removed; 

!? 1 - manner of recovery unknown. 

Date of recovery: Where this is unknorwn 1the date of the reporting letter is 
giv€n instead and iS shown in brackets. An 00 in the date 

indicatecs that the .exact date of 1the month Is unknown. 

The first line of each recovery .giv·es ringing detaills - ring no., age code, 
sex, date and localit[l. The second line ,gives recovery details - how found, 
date and localLty. 

The co-ordinates of the prlnci<pal ringing sites are: 
Lunzjata Valley (Gozo): 36"03'N; 14"14'E. 
Mtahleb: 35"52'N; 14"'21'E. 
Buskett: 35"51'N; N,o26'>El. 
Wied Znuber, Hal Far: 35"49'N; J:4"31'E. 
Filfla: 35°47'N; l4°25'E. 

Go•ry's Shearwater 
ss 70.987 

S8 92.762 

(Calonectris 
4 

diomede a) 
28.07.68 

(19.08.73) 
16.08.69 

Jul./ Aug. 73 

+ 
4 

+ 

19 

Filfla. 
Delimara. 04 km ENE). 
Filfla. 
oli St. Julian's. (ca. 29 km NNW) 



Storm Petrel CHy<lrobaJtes :pelagicus) 
212.0&2:2 4 27.05.72 Filfla. 

+ 19.06.73 St. Thomas Bay. Cl6 km ENE! 

214.8091• 4 
X 

Moorhen (Gallinula chloropus) 
ss 92.803 3 

Swallow (Hirundo 
JP 09.462* 

JP 09.955 

+ 
rustica) 

3 

+ 
3 
v 

Meadow Pi.pit (Anthus (l)ratensl!s) 
. m 83.9&3* 2 

+ 

Grey Wagtail (Motacilla cinerea) 
JH 83.!186 3 

/?I 

Garden Warbler (Sylvia borin) 
HX 95.387• 3 

+ 

Blackcap (:Sylvia atrlcapilla) 
HX 76.25-8 4 M. 

X 

28.06.73 
24.07.73 

29.09.72 
00.10.72 

11.10.73 
14.10.73 
13.Hl.73 
17.10.73 

20.11.71 
20.11.73 

0().1,1.71 
(08.01.73) 

22.09.70 
09.11.73 

27.02.70 
23.03.73 

Spotted Flycatcher CMuscica;pa striata) 
HX 75.056 3 27.09.69 

!?/ (17.05.73) 

Robin (Erithacus rubecula) 
HX 94.897• 4 

BJ 4'8.845 

J1K 31.'598 

JE 60.055 

I?! 

3 
() 

4 
() 

4 
0 

22.11.70 
17.10.71 

25.10.71 
19.11.72 

02.11.72 
25.01.73 

20.10.71 
00.01.73 
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Filfla. 
nr. Pachino: 36°43'N; 
Sicily. 

Lunzjata Valley. 
Salina. (20 km SE). 

Lunzja;ta Valley. 
Delimara Pt. (36 km SE) 

Lunzjata Valley. 
St. Paul's Bay. (15 km SEJ. 

Lunzjata V11.Uey, 

15°06'E 

Alife: 41 o20'N; l4°20'E, (Ca\Sertal. 
Italy. 

Lunz;jata Valley. 
Castelvetrano: 37"41'N; 
Sicily. 

Mtahleb. 
Campiglia Marittima: 
10"37'E, (Livorno), Italy. 

Bus!k!ett. 

12" 47'E. 

43°04'N; 

Mateur: 37"D3'N: 9"40'E. Tunisia. 

Lunzjata Val.l.ey. 
Boundj!i: 1 "5'S; 15° 18'E, Moyen 
Congo. 

Wiect Znuber, Hal Far. 
nr. Ivanovo: 57' OO'N; 
U.S.S.R. 

Wied! Znuber, Hal Far. 
Mgarr. H7 km N!WJ. 

Lunzjata Valley. 

41 "OO'E. 

S'biba: 36'33'N; 9'05'E, Tunisia. 

St. Julian's. 
Hagar Qlm. (11 krrn SSW). 

JK 31.22•3 3 23.1o.n 
I?' ; .( (06.03.73:) 

JP 09.344 3 24.10.73 
v 27.10.7~i 

JR 59.684 3 29.10.73 
0 30.10.73 

JR 59.570 3 29.10.73 
v 04.11.73 

JR 59.685 3 29.10.73 
() 07.11.73 

JR 59.15-4 3 24.10.73 
v 18.11.73 

Song Thrush <Turdus ;philomelos) 
cv 55.456* 3 28.11.70 

+ 08.01.73 

CP 66.94:8 2 

+ 
CP 73.741 2 

() 

Blackbird (Turclus merula) 
CV 55.4il'O 2 

+ 
Chaffinch (l~ringilla coelebs) 
HX 76.228 5 F. 

v 

Linnet (Acanthis cannabina) 
JJ 55.393 2 F. 

() 

JK 31.89:3 4 F. 
{) 

11.10.73 
00.10.73 

25.10.73 
27.10.73 

15.12.72 
(0'7.01.73) 

15.()1.70 
28.D2.73 

25.10.72 
(07.03.73) 

29.1-0.72 
(07.03.73) 

Wi·ed Znuiber, Hal Far. 
Gafsa: 34c28'N, So43'E, Tunisia. 

Wied Znuber, Hal Far. 
Salina. 06 kn" NWJ. 

Wiect Znuber. Hal Far. 
Mosta. (12 km N'W). 

Wied Znuber, Hal Far. 
Birkirkara. ( 10 km NNW). 

Wied Znuber, Hal Far. 
Gzira. UO :IDm N). 

Wiect Znuber, Hal Far. 
Mosta. (12 km NWJ. 

Lunzjata Valley . 
S. Giorgio Morgeto: 38 ° 23'N; 
16'06'E, (Reggio Calabria), Italy. 
Wied Znu'ber, Hal Far. 
Buskett. (11 km WNWJ. 

Xemxija, St. Paul's Bay. 
Rabat. (7 km SSE). 

Xemxija, St. Paul's Bay. 
Sliema. (10 km ESE). 

Buskett. 
Medjez-el-Ba:b: 
Tunisia, 

36'39'N; 

Lunzjata Valley. 
Tarxien. (30 km SE). 

Wied Znuber, Hal Far. 
Hamrun. (8 km N). 

9°40'E. 

JK 32.{)32 4 F 01.04.73 Wied Znuber, Hal Far. 

JH 83.910 

JK 32.030 

JK 32.03!9 

X 

2 F. 
() 

4 F. 
() 

4 F. 
v 

(04.04.73) 

27.10.71 
c. 08,{)4.73 

01.04.73 
c. 08.04.73 

01.{)4.73 
(21.04.73) 
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Birkirkara. (10 km NN:W). 

Birkirkara. 
Burmarrad. (7 km NW). 

Wiecl Znuber. Hal Far. 
Burmarrad. 0'5 km NNW). 

Wiect Znuber, Hal Far. 
Birkirkara. flO km NN'W) 



Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) 
CP 66.929 2 

/ ?. 
. I 

17.10.72 Wied Znuber. Hal Far. 
(07.02.73) Degache 33'59'N; 8°13'E, (DjeridJ. 

Tunisia. 

Spanish Sparrow (Passer hispaniolen.si.s) 
BJ 55.373 4 I<,. 11.03.73 Salina. 

+ (12.03.73) Birkirkara. (6 km SEJ. 

FOREIGN RINGED BIRDS RECOVERED IN MALT A 

This .section of the report d2als with 36 foreign ring.ed birds recovered ln 
Malta. As usual, a num.ber of them were recovered in earlier years, but only 
cam2 to our notice in the past year. 

The .symbo1.s and terms are the same as those us·ed in the 'Ringin:;s R<Cco­
veries'. A number in brackets beside the age code 1 indicates the size of the 
brood. 

Gannet (Sula bassana) 
London 1 
108.3592 

London 
105.5244 

X 

X 

Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo) 

17.0'1.71 Scar Rocks: 54'41'N; 4'41'W, Luce 
Bay CWigtown), Scotla.<nd. 

(20.01.73) Marsaxlokk: 35'50'N; 14'32'E 

28.06.66 Bass RoGk: 56'04'N; 2'38'W. (East 
Lothian), Scotland. 

14.12.73 1 mile east of Comino: :l600·0'N; 
14 °23'E. 

Stockholm 1 03.05.61 Svarto: 513'28'N; 16'08'E (Srmaland), 
Sweden. 9.800.278 

+ 21.10.64 -Marsaxlokk: 35'50'N; 14'32'E. 

Purple Heron (Ardea purpurea) 
Arnhem 1 c21 23.06.70 No or d-en: 52' 10'N; 4°50'E, Holland. 

St. Paul's Bay: 35°57'N; 14'24'E. 7.012.504 + 11.{)2.73 

Paris 1 06.06.71 Petit Noir: 46'56'N; 5'2.0'E, !Jura), 
France. CA 20035 

+ 20.04.73 Me!lieha: 35'58'N; 14'21'E. 

Osprey (Pandion haliaetusl 
c•tockholm 1 
9.205.078 

+ 
Helsinki 1 (2) 
M-6.877 

+ 
Helsinki 1 (2) 
M-7.049 

+ 

27.06.64 Langmossen: 59'29'N; 18'13"E, Os· 
terakel', (Uppland). Sweden. 

12.10.64 Naxxar: 35"55'N; 14'2TE. 

11.07.72 Vuohiniemi: 60'57'N; 24'07'E. Ha,t­
tula. (Ham-2), F~nland. 

14.10.72 Luqa: 35"52'N; 14'30'E. 

12.07.73 Hara. 6l'45'N; 26'02'E Joutsa. 
(Mil;:koli). Flnland. 

01.10.73 Benghi.sa: 35'49"N· 14"32'E 
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Stockholm 
9.212.608 

Helsinki 
M·-6.986 

+ 
1 (3) 

+ 
Honey Buzzard (Pernis apivorus) 
Helsinki 3 F. 
D-52.'569 

+ 

04.07.73 

02.10.73 
16.07.73 

02.11.73 

03.{}9.73 

18.10.73 

Eleonora's Falcon (Falco eleonora-e) 
Helgoland 1 02.10.71 
5.155.999 + 01.0!5.73 

Kestrel (Falco tinnuncuaws) 
Paris 5 M. 
Eli. 269 371 

Paris 
F '7118 

+ 
6 M. 

+ 

24.04.68 

15.03.73 
08.04.68 

18.03.73 

Te:mminck's Stint (Calidris temminckil) 
Helsinki 4 18.07.71 
K-7'80.336 

+ 
Dunlin (Calid;ris alpina) 

PaMs 3 
JA 176 651 + 
Paris 
SA 393 07•2 

3 

+ 

06.05.73 

2.1.{}9.71 
05.0'8.72 

17.'10.72 
04.08.73 

Curlew Sandpiper (Calidri.s ferruginea) 
Stockholm 3 18.08.70 
3.183.492 

+ 00.05.72 

Ruff (Philomachu.s Jmgnax) 
Helsinki 4 F. 12.07.70 
AT-009.849 

+ ca. 28.03.73 

Wooct Sandpiper (Tringa glareola) 
Stockholm 3 05.08.63 
4.0135.715 

+ 13.09.72 
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S. Sllkesnas: 54"42'N; 14"37'E, 
Lake Asnen (Smaland), Sweden. 
Zabbar: 35"53'N; l4°3i2'E. 
Rajazuo: 60035'N; 27"21'E, Vohka­
lahti (Kym!J, Finland. 
Tarxien: 35"52'N; 14°32'E. 

Kirkonkyla: 62'55'N; 26'24'E, Ve­
santo, (kuopio), Finlarod. 
Rabat: 3•5°53'N; 14"25'iE. 

Paximada: 35"15'N; :26'15'E, Greece. 
L-A:hrax, Mellieha: 35"58'N; l4°24'E. 

El Haouaria: 37"06'N; ll"02'E, 
Tunisia. 
San Anard: 3'5'53'N; 14°33'E. 
El Haouaria: 37°05'N; 1,1 '02'E, 
Tunisia. 
Marsa"cala: 3'5°52'N; l4°34'E. 

Joensuu: -6•0"23'N; 23°06'.E, Salo. 
(Turku-Pori), Finland, 
St. Julian's: 35'55'N; 14'30'E. 

Rades: 36°52'N; 10'18'·E, Tunisia. 
Marsascala: 35'52'N; 14"34'E. 

ibidem. 
Marsaxlokk: 35'51'N; l4°33'E. 

Ottenby: 56'12'N; l6°.24'E, (Oland). 
Sweden. 
Marsascala: 35'52'N; 14"34'E. 

Ahtialanjarvi: 61 '19'N; 23"47'E. 
Lem:paala, (Harne), Finland. 
Gharb: 36°04'N; l4°12'E (Gozo. 

Skanor: 55'25'N; 12'50'E, Skane. 
Sweden. 
Salina: 35°57'N; 14'25'E. 



Great Slwa (Stercorarius s>kua) 
l.<mdon 1 
HiW 23.590 

+ 

D2.08.69 Foula: 60'08'N; 2'05'W, <Shetland). 
Scotland. 

(09.06.73) 20 miles S.W. of Malta: ca. 35'48'N; 
14°20'E 

Black-headed Gull (Larus rldibundus) 
Praha 1 12JHL60 
E 15-4.-814 

+ 01.01.64 

Caspian Tern (Hydroprogne tsehe.grava) 
Stockholm 1 22.06.63 
7.022.848 

StockhoLm 
7.050.342• 

Stockholm 
7.050.408 

+ 

+ 

+ 

08.11.64 

10.06.72 

15.08.73 

18.06.71 

26.10.73 

Sandwich Tern (Sterna sandvicensis) 
Moskwa 1 15.06.70 
P-229.085 

+ OO.D5.72 

Sand Martin (Rlparia riparial 
Zagreb 4 06.D6.66 
A :372.448 

() ll.<J4.70 

Yellow Wagtail (Motacllla flava) 
London 4 29.03.73 
JP 04.430 

() 23.{)4.73 

Blackcap (Sylvia atricapil!a) 

Podsedek: 49°00'N; 14'52'E, (Tre-
bon), Cze'koslovakia, 
Zejtun: 3'5'52'N; 14'31'-E. 

Algsbadarna: 57'4l'N; 16°48'E, Vas­
trum (Smaland), Sweden. 
Marsascala: 35',52'N; 14'35'E. 

Kylndrorna: 60°27'N; 18'35'E, Gra­
so, (Uppland), Sweden .. 
Fomm ir-iRih Bay: 35 ° 54'N; 14 ° 20'E. 

Gunnarstenarna: 
Nynashamn, 
Sweden. 

58'47'N; 18'02'E, 
(Sodermanland), 

Marsascala: 35'52'N; J4'34'E. 

Tendrov Bay: 46' 17'N; 31 '45'E, 
(Bla~k Sea), Kh-erson Region. 
U.S.S.R. 
Salina: 35'•57'N; 14'2•5'E. 

rljeka Tisa: 45'23'N; 2,0o03'E. 
Zabalj, (Vojvodina, Sbrija·l, Yugos­
lavia. 
Sl!ema: 35''55'N; l4°3D'E. 

Vom: 9°44'N; 8'47'E, near Jos, Ni­
geria. 
Marsascala: :35°52'N; 14'34'E. 

Varsovia 3 M. 
HA 132 398 

10.09.68 Swldwie Lake: 53'34'N; 14'22'E 
(Szczecin), Poland, 

() 

Robin (Erithacus rubeculal 
Helsinki 3 
K-942.953 

v 

29.D3.73 Ta' Cenc: 36'01'N; 14'14'E <Gozol. 

16.09.72 Isokari: 60'43'N; 21 '01'E, Kustav1 
<Turku-Poril, Finland. 

24.10.73 Wied Znuber, Hal Far 35'49'N; 
14' 31'E. 
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Serin (Ser!nus serinu~) 
Praha 2 
N 56221 

(J M. 

linnet (A.canthis cannabina) 
Zagreb 4 M. 
A 373.255 

Varsovia 
G 280 3'&9 

Lithuania 
39378 

Varsovia 
E1A 18'8 985 

Bologna 
L 350577 

() 

2 

0 

3 

(J 

2 F. 

0 

2 

() 

05.09.59 

23.01.60 

Kunratioe: 50'Dl'N; 14°30'E, (Pra­
ha), Czechoslovakia, 
SannSJt: 36'{}1'N; 14ol4'E (Gow). 

12.10.67 Vrbanj: 43'10'N; 16'39'E CHvart.s­
kal, Yugoslavia. 

15.1.2.67 Mosta: 35'55'N; 14'26'E. 

24.04.68 Radziejowice: 52o{){YN; 20°33'E, near 
Zyrardow, (·Warszawa), 'Poland. 

11.01.69 Malta: ca. 35°53']\f; 14'27'E. 

01.07.71 Reservation Zu·vintas: 54"2t8'N; 
23'38'E. LHhuania. 

25.10.71 Marsa: 3'5'53'N; 14'3D'E. 

04.04.71 Nowy Tatg: 49'28'N; 20'00'E, (Kra­
kow), Po,!and. 

20JH!73 ZejtUJn: 3'5°5.2'\N; 14°33'E. 

17.04.73 S. Benedetto del Tronto: ca. 
45'00'N; llolO'E, Italy. 

l8ol0.73 Birzebibugia: 35°50'N; 14o34'E. 

RETRAPS 

During 1973, there were ove:r 6{}0 retraps of locally ringed birds. Winter 
vis;tors, mainly Chiff.:::haffs and Robins, constitute more than ha!tf' this num­
ber Only 58 were spring and/or autumn migra:nts. Most birds r-e~trapped had 
only been ringed a f·ew days or weeks p1.1eviously, but a good proportion had 
been ringed from one to seven y,ears earlier, and these a;re tabulated belorw. 

In the following tables, 'the top line ShoWS' the approxrmate period which 
had elapsed between ringing and retrap. The :figures show the numlber of indi­
viduals retrapped in 1973 

1 yr. 2 yr. 3 yr. 4yr. 5 yr. 5 yr. 7 yr 
aJ Resid<mts. 
C-ettl\s Warbler 2 2. 
Sardinian Warbler 1•5 3 2 
Spanish Sparrow• 2 1 1 

b) Summer Visr!Jtors. 
Cory's Shearwater 2 1 3 2 .. 
Storm P-etrel 8 14 (} 38 4 

C) Winter Visitors. 
Grey wa.gtail 2 

White Wagtail 
Blackeap 3 



Chlffchaff 
Stonechat 
Robin 

d) Sprimg and Autumn Migrants.••• 
Scops Owl 
SU:bal;plne Warbler 

• All five !Jircts recovered, n01t retrapped. 

38 11 4 2 
2 
8 

•• One of these Cory's Shear,wat.ers had been ringed as a pullus. 
*** Both birds ringed and retra.IJiPed in autumn. 

ERRATA 

ll-Merlll No. 6, Dec. 19'111. 
p 27: The .birds ringed with Bologna 3777'5 and iRadolfrzell K 222.575 S!hould read 

Siskins (Carduelis• spin us) not Goldfin(}hes (Gardttelis carduelisl. 

Il-Merill No. 8, Aug. 1972. 
p. 18: Orphean Warbler replaces Olivaceous Warbler as the English name for 

(Sylvia hortens!s). 

Il-M.erill No. 11, Aug. 1973 
p. 15: Instead of Rock Pipilt read Rock/iWa;ter Pipit.. 
p. 25: The number of Wrynec~ ringed in 1972 should be 12 not 18. 
o. 30: The ring number of the Helsinki ringed Osprey, aocldentally omm!tted. 

is M-6.740. 

D-Mer!ll No. 13, Jan.-Jun. 1974. 
p. 16: The Great Tit at Ta' Braxia was caught in 1963 not in 1960. 
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