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Cover Picture: Wood Sandpiper by E. Hosking. Owing to uack of proper l1abi­
tat waders do not figure prominently in M:O.S. ringing lists. 'However, 1971 was 
an exception with a total of 118 ringed. including 23 Wood :Sandp'pers. 
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IL-MERILL NO.8 AUGUST 1972 

.M.O.S. BIRD RINGliNG GROUP REPORT FOR 1971 

INTRODUCTION 

This special issue carries the third repo.rt of the M.:O.S. Bird Ringing 
Gro-up. It is the first time that the .Systematic List and .the Ring·ing Report 
figure in the same number, a format which we hope will be kept in future 
Ringing Group reports. 

19:7!1 '\Vas a hi·ghly successfu1 year both for ringing and observation. It will 
1011.g be remembered for the large autumn falls of passerines, record number of 
birds ringed and a record number of birds recovered abroad. 

f\.even a;otive ringers (8. Borg, C. Gauci,. IB.K. German, J'. Gr-ech, 1Br. E. John­
oon, J. Sultana and V. VeNa Muskat) succ·eed'·cd in ringing a record total of 
7,5:25 birds of 91 species. Thes2 in~luded eight new additions to the ringin:3 list: 
Ringed Plover, Curlew Sandp'per, Redthroated Pip:t, Orphean Warbler, Oliva­
•;eou.s ·warbler. Isabelline Wheatear, Thrush Nightingale and Gcldfinch. Since 
ringing was s~arted in Malta many vagrants found their way into O'Ur nets. 
'rhis year was no excEption. The high water Jev·Cl at Ghadira receded in May and 
several waders v.-ere preocent daily. During four ringing sessions over 1010 were 
:inged. In A-pril we had ex:ellent hirundine catches at Ramla VaHey and as a 
result just under 2,{)1010 were ringed. Two expeditions were again organised to 
"J<'1ilfla whero we ringed a thousand Storm Petrels and a few Cory's Shearwaters. 
In !September and earJy October a record number oJ Icterine, Garden, Subal,pine, 
Willow and Wood Warblers was trapped. Between mid-October and mi-d-Novem­
ber there were continuous falls of Robins and over a thousand were ringed 
mainly at Buskett and Wied Znuber. 

Most of ths 13 recoveries of birds reported abroad are very interestin2,'. 
These include the .2cnd IS't-orm Petrel in Tunisia, the 2nd Sand Mart'n in Eng­
land, four Swaillows in Germany and one in c.rete, a Bla~kcap- in -Sardinia, a 
W~llow Warbler in Spain, a Chiffchaff in Austria and single Robins in Algeria 
and Greeee. 

J1n the list of foreign ringed birds recovered here we find a few which were 
recovered in earlier years. The;:e were not previously reported as they only came 
to our notice last year. The list also includes the first £leonora's Fal~on, Com­
mon Sandpiper, Slender-billed Guill and Spotted Flycatcher. 

A section of this report is devoted to selected retraps. The first two tables 
are of special interest as they show the weight gaine-d \in a few cases •lost) over 
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a few days by spr:ng and/or autumn migrants. In spr:n:5 the lcn::;es: stay re­
corded was of a Swallow· \B days). In autumn birds lingered :Jcn:ser (as usual> 
chan in spring and among others we find 2 tSubalpine ·warblers retrapped after 
19 and 14 days rEsp:ctively, a Redstart after 15 days and a Garden Warbler 
after Hl days. Another Garden Warbler which was rEtrapped after 16 days hac! 

,urprisingly ~ost nearly 40'/c of its we'ght. 

Reg·arding the Systematic List observation by the main contri·butors was 
carri·'d cut re3;ularly in the fcUowing places in Malta: Ghadira, Mtahleb, Bus­
kelt, Hal Far, Salina and Chadwick Lakes. In Gozo, Ramla VaU!ey, Lunzjata 
Valley, Ta' Cenc, Perg-la Valley and Ghajnxejba (Xaghral were the most fre­
quented localities. Usually no-t more than three lo::alities wae visited on any 
one day and the maximum number oj birci:s recorded on a day (ment:onr:d !re­
quently in the text) should refer to an a·oera:;e oj thr~e localities only <<nl<ess 

Gtherwise stated. The main contributors were J. Azzopardi, S. Berg, L. 'Ellul 
Mecer, C. Galea, C. Gauci, B.K. German, J. Grech and J. Sultana. Other ccn­
+ributcrs were J.M. Attard, M. Beaman, C . ."B. Bennett, G. Davies, A. Gauci, Bro. 
E. Jchnson, P. M:cal.lef, .J. Mmcat, M. ,Pennell, C.C. Palmer, D. Rushforth, A. 
S'ammut, F. Scrimgeour, D. Snerrard-Sm'th, ,J\1. Thake, C. Theuma, F'. Vassall:J 

and V. Vella Muskat. 

J. Sultana & C. Gau~i 
Ringing Officer R:nginq Secreta:··! 
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SYSTEMATIC LIST 
LITTLE GREtBE Podiceps rujicollis HLONGUN zGttiR 
Singles on 11th Octoh2r, 7th and l15th Nov~mber and l:Oth December. 

BLACK-NECKEJD GREJBE Podiceps nigricollis BLONGUIN SEKOND 
1 on lt9th January and l'Oth 'February. Early influx in autumn: 1 on lOth, 18th 
c·nd 2nth Au:,;ust, 3· sin :sles on 4th and !l· on 24th September. Then on 6' dates :n 
Novemb'T and 3 dates in December with 2. on 7th November and 11th December. 

GRJ~AT OREJSTED GR·EBE Podiceps cristatus BLONGUN PRIM 
Unusually scarce. Only one -recorded-: on 210th December. 

COnY'S SHEARWATER Calonectris diomedea (;IIEFA 
Breeding as ·usual but the smaH colony at Migra Ferll.a was deserted this year. 
First noted near the coast on 14th March. 

MAJ>:fX E'IHEARWATE-R Puffinus pujjinus GAR'NIJA 
Bred in usual colonies. Those visited had average success. 

STORM PETREL Hydrobates pelagicus KANG.U TA' FII.JF'LA 
As usual bred in large nu·mbers on Filfla. 

GA·N'NET Sula bassana SULA 
1 off Qbaj.iar on 31st January; 4 off -Ramla en 213rd, 2 off Marsascala on 24th 
an:I 2 cff Camino on 28th February; 2 cff Qbajjar on 6th March. 4 at Delimara 
and 1~ off Sliema on 2'1st and 1 at Kalafrana on 22nd November. 

CORtMORANT Phalacrocora·x carbo MARGUN 
1 at Marsaxlokk on 22nd October and 1 at Kalafrana on 22'11d November.. 

BITTERN Bot.aurus stellaris KAJ',PIUN 
Sin::;le birds at Wardija on 16th and at Ras i'l-•Pellec;rin on 27th March. Singles 
at Has-Saptan and KJncizzjoni on 4th and at Buskott on 25th Octobe.r. 

LITTLE BITTERN Ixobrychus ·minutus RUSIS'EG'T TAS-SIGAR 
Recorded almost daily from 17th Apr'! to 17th May. H.'gh·est figures were 11 on 
4th, 6 on 2nd and 5 en 1:3th May_ In autumn 1• on 29th August, flock of 8 on 
4th and singles on 6th and 8th September, then 1-2 en 5 dates in October to 9th. 

NIGHT :HERON Nycticcra.T nyct:corax KiW AKKA 
Flock o.f 40 on 14th March, then single figures on most days from lt6th March 
to 4th May. Influx on 24th April with W-t- r'~r-:ded. Late individuals on 2tlst (4) 
and 24th May. In autumn recorded almcst daily frcm i23r-d August to 5th Octo­
ber, with gaps en 14th-16th, 2:0th-2:3rd, 25th-2·6th an·d 218th-·29tn Se9tember. Best 
days were 4th and 8th Septemb2r with RO:+ and 45 respectively, otherwise single 
cr very low double figures. Late birds on 14th \3) and 121st October. 

SQUACCO HERON Ardeola ralloides AGRETT ISFAR 
1 on 20th, 7 on 21st, 1'0 on 2-2nd. 3 or 23-rd, 3 on 2t4th and 1 on 26l!h April; singles 
on 3rd. 4th, 5th, !,5th and 24th 'May. In autumn 5 on 18th and 1 on 31st August, 
11 on 4th and 1 on 8th September, and 1 on 3rd October. 
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LITTLE EGRET Egretta garzetta AGR.ETT ABJAD 
Main spring passage in •March, with 'i dates frcm 1:%h; highest 1•0 on 20th anr! 
29t!h. Single figures on ·4 dates in April (14th, l•flth, 2•3rd 24th) and 3 dates in 
JV1ay (8th, lOth, 216th). In autumn 40 on 11Sth August, 25 on 4th and 85 on 1:9tl1 
September, and 3:6 on 3rd October. Singles on 6 other dates tm 9th October. 

GREY HERON Arclea cinerea RUSSETT GRIZ 
4 on '8th January. Single f:gu.res on 12 dates from 113th March to 2nd May. 1 
on 2'2nd June and 210th July. In August, 5 on 9th, 2 en 15th, 510 en 17th, 115 on 
1'8bh, 1 en 21st and 6 on 3:0th. Then almost daily from 2nd September to 5th 
October, with high double figures on 3 dates and 1'2D on 2nd October. Singles en 
1:8th and 19th October and on 2•0th and 2'6th November. 

PURPLE HERON Arclea purpurea RUS'SiETT AHMA R 
In Ma-rch recorded en lst ( 2), 14th. 16th ( 14) and 27th. 1 on 17th then daily 
!rom 2:0th to 2:4th April, with 13 on 21st hi:!hest. 1 en 115th May, Only one gocd 
passa.ge in autumn - on 19th September r <!·0'+ logged), otherwise one on li9th 
and 310th August and single or very low double figures on 6 dat~s in Se,ptember 
Dnd 5 dates in October to 15th. 1 on 1st and 2 on 2:6th November. 

WHITE STORK Ciconia ciconia ciKONJA BAJ'D.'\ 
A dead oiled bird was washed asho·re at Salina on 6th May. 

BiLA:OK •Sil'OR.K Ciconia -nigra ciKONJ A SEiWD .A. 
1 at Qattara, Dingli on 19th September. 

E'1POONBILL Platalea leucorodia PALETTA 
Tnfl.ux in February with ltO on 1:8th, 4 on 19th, 1 en 2,0th and 2'0+ on 27th 
along the south eastern coast. Singles on 1·5t'h and 24th May, and lGth and 
17th September. 

GLOSISiY IIBIS Pleq.ariis talcinellus VELLE:RAN 
Passages on 14th and 3•0th March with 36 and 50+ respectively logged. Single~ 
on 7 other dates between 15th March and 7th April. Only one :n autumn: on 
13th August. 

'GREY GEJESE' Anser sp WIZZA 
1 over Xaghra on 13th January, 13 ever Balluta en 12th September and 2,0 
over Wardija en 24th October. 

SHE[JDUOK Tariorna ta•riorna KULlJiVERT T AS-SALIB 
1 in Gozo on 2'8th January: 1 at Salina on 1st November; 3 at Qawra on 9th and 
1 at Salina on 11th December. 

MAL·LAR:D Anas platyrynchos KULUVERT 
'l on 7th and 1 on 16th March. 1 on 5th. 1 on 2:<rd and 2 on 31st Octct2r Flock 
vf c.16fl off Bat1ar ii:-Caghaq on 4th December. 

TEAL Anas crecca SARS:ELLA. 
Unusual early influx in August with birds at Salina/Qawra on 6th. lOth 06l. 
11th. 17th, 2·1st and 3:0tl1 (2). 2 on 19th ·September th:n 1-2 on lOth and 3'0ti'1 
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Oetober, on 1st. 2nd, 6~11. 7th, 2·2nd and 28th November, and on 3rd and 2:2nd 
-- 29th December. 

WIGEON ilnas penelope ·S:IL1F:JUN EWROPE:W 
Ir, November 1 on 5th, 2 on 7th an·d 1 on 19th. In December, 1 on 12th and 3 on 
~1st and 29th at Salina and 2 at Ghadira fwm 2:2nd to 29th. 

PINTAIL Anas acuta SII"FJUN 
~ en 13tb February. Then reccrded on :9th, 13th, 14th and Wth September; 3rd 
md 9th Octc ber; 3rd, 9th, J:Oth 2.nd 2 'th November, and 2·3rd December. Highest 
15 rflcckl en 1'9th Se~tembe·r, .ot::t'rwise never mere than 3. 

GARGANEY Anas querqucriula SAR:S<E:LLA 'fl'AMRA 
Re2crded en ~:'.h and 21'h February; 12th ~llld 13th March; 3'fd, 7th, 12th, 2:5th 
c:nd J27th Aor:l, and en 7th and 9th May in spring. Always .smgks except en 3rd 
and 7th A'cril - 2 and a fleck of 2:8 respeetive!y. In autumn on 7 dates from 
6th August to 4th September, with 8 on 1:5th A'l;;ust and 6 on last date. Then 
1 on 1st and 2 from 8th to 19th Octcber at Hal Facr. 

:-:HOV:<:LEH Anas clypeata PALETTUNA 
"iw;le birds em 2'0th Au:;ust, Hth NovEmber and 2:lst and 3'0th December. Flock 
on 1•2 at S~. Paul's Bay on 7th September. 

POCHARD Aythya jerina BRAJMLA 
3 ::n 1'7th October; 9 rn lOLh and 1 on 2:3rd and 24th November; 1 on 13th and 
23~·d Dt~ember. All at Salina. 

FERRUGINOUS DUCK A?j/;h.ya nyroca BRAJMA T"GHAJNHA BAJDA 
1 at Salina on 6th and 24th November. 

CJ!Mli,JfON SOOTER Melanitta nigra BORKA SEWDA 
! at Marsaxlokk en 2Hh Nc1·emter i2nd reccrd fer Malta) 

F'ED-BREASTEtD liAERGANSER Mergus serrat.or SERRA 
1 on l16th and 17th a1~d 2 en 27th N:Jvember, at Salina 

02,PREY Pane/ion ha.liaetus ARPA 
Singles en 2nd, 9th ~nd 23rd Anril. and en 2Qnd May in spring_ In autumn 
recorded on 4th, Ji9th. 2·0th, :13rd. 24th and ~'•8th S:ptember and on 2nd, 4th, 8th 
"nd :?Jlst October. Sino;ies. except en Wth September- 3 and on 4th October-
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P.'J.NiE.Y BUZZARD Pernis apwor11s KiUccARDA 
2 on 218th March t.hen sing;c Q.l' very low d.ouble figures on '9 :dates from 2r0t!' 
.".pril to 1•2th May. Flocks of 1 f on 2.7th and 2:8th and 1 on 29th M'ly. In autumn, 
occasional singles frcm 15th Au<ust then da'ly frc·m 8th .Septembe.r to 14th Oct­
ober, with small ,,a.ps en Jet. 6th·-7th and nth O~tclber. Lew {iC-~:ble f'<:;ures on 
mcst days in Sentemcer. Heaviest passages recordzd on 4th October - 3:00+. 
cmd on 1•6th, 19th and 20th Sept'mber with 6•0+. 9·0+ and '50+ respectively. 

HF:D KITE Milvus mi/iJas A STUN AflJ\,fAR 
1 at Marsasca)a on 19th August 
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BLACK KITE Milvu:o: migrans ASTUN IS•WED 
Recorded only in September: 2 on 3rd, 1 on 8th and lOtl1, 4 on 16th, 1 on li9th. 
2 on 2Dth andl 1 on 2'lst and 24th. 

SPARRJOW HAWK Accipter nisus SPAR.VIER 
1 on 3rd April. In autumn :2 on •l•8th and 23rd and singles on 21st and 24th Sep­
t ember, and on 2nd, 4'th, !8th, and 16th October. 

BUZZAR-D Buteo buteo KCUccARDA PRIMA 
1 on 21st March. 1 on 4th and 2'6th and 2 on 30th October. 

HOOTED EAGIJE Hieraaetus pennatus A.TKLA TAL-KALZETTI 
1 at Mg.arr on 4th October (4th record fer JVI'alta) 

LESSER SPOTTED EAGLE Aquila pomerina AJKLA TAT-TI~KI 
J at Buskett on '20th SeptembEr and 1 at Ta' Qali on 4th October. 

EiHORT-TOEID EAGLE Circaetus gallicus AJ'KLA BAJDA 
1 at <St. Andrew's on 1·5th September and 2 at •Buskett on 23rd Septermber. 

HEN HARRIER Circus CN<aneus BUGMADA!M 1\JE:JAD PRIM 
1 on 18th, 20th, 21st and 2:7th March. 2 DCJ 2nd and 1 on 14th A.priL 

PALLID HARRIER Circus m.ircrourus BUGMA.DAM ABJAD 
1 on :211st February thEn on 15th, lr7th, 2•0th, 21st, 22nd and 29th March and 0n 
3rd April; singles except orr Z'2nd - 2. Very late bird on 24th May. Only one lll 
autumn - on 1:3th October. 

MiONTAGU1S HARRIE1R Circus p.vr;;argu.s BUGHADAM GRiz 
1-•2 on 1st, 3:rd, 9th, l!l<th, 14th, 18th, 2r2nd, 2C'lrd, 24th and 25th April and on 8th 
May. In autumn singles on 16th, lt7th and 2'7th Soptember and on 2nd and 4th 
October. 

MA<R!SH HARRI•ER Circus aeruginosus BUGHADAM AHMAR 
Occasional s•ingles from 27th February then single figures on mcst days from 
16th iMarch to 7th May, but with two notable gaps on 3rd-7th and l:Oth-1'7th 
April. Highest concentration on 211,st-24th March with 27 logged. In autumn 
dngle ilgures on 13 dates from 8th September to l•O.th october with 8 on 2nd 
October highest. 

EGYPTIAN VULTURE Neophron p.ercnopterus AiVUiLTUN ABJ'AD 
5 recorded in September: 1 at. IManikata on 14th, 2 at Birzebbugia on 19th, 1 at 
Buskett on 24th and 1 at Rabat on 216th. 

PERIElGRINE Falco peregrinus BIES 
Pair resident at sout11 western coast of Gozo throughout. the year. Another pair 
along the weste:rn coast during July. EiinglEs seen as follows; at Gihadira on 
::l2nd Febr·uary; at Hal Far on 19th and at Ghadira on 2'9th .March; at Wardija 
on 27th April: at Wied il-Kbir on 27th ,June; at Marsalforn on 2nd at Deiimara 
on 7th and at st. Paul's Bay on 8th July and at Harrax !Hill on ~1st October. 
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HO[BIHY Falco ,subbuteo SEQER TAL-MANLNIEQA 
Spring pa.ssage rather lem1 with low single figures on 18 dates from 11th April 
to 115bh May. Singl•e birds on ::•Oth May, 5th June, 6th July and lOth August. In 
autumn after 3 on 3rcL. daily from •3-th '3eptcmber to Z6th October with gaps on 
17th-18th Septembe.r and 5th-8th, 14th-15th, 17th-19tl-, and Z2nd-25th October. 
Single or very low .dc·ut2e figures. ,Best days were 24th September, 3rd and 4th 
October with 2:7, 3•5+ and 3'0+ respectively. 

ELEONORA'rS FALCON Falco eleonorae HIES TAR-REGINA 
:"ing!e birds at Wardija on 2i3·rd April, at Rabat -on Uth J:uJy, at Buskett on 
iOt:h August, 9th and 2-4t•h September and on 2nd October, and at Mtahleb on 
l'iJth October. :All dark phase. In July a pair was regularly seen along the western 
coast. 

S::JOTY FALCON Falco concolor zUMJ3RELL GMARBI 
A male was shot at Marsa on 16th JunE. ,(2nd record for Malta.) 

MERLIN Falco columbarius 
1 at .st. Andrew's on 2nd April. 

SEQER TA' DENIBU 

REn-FOOT•ED FALCON Falco vespertinus ZUIMIBRELL 
Daily from l18th to 26th April, then less regular (12 dates) till l.Sth May. 1 on 1st 
June. Highest 23 on first date, .otherwise single figmes. In autumn singles on 
24th and 26th September and on 2nd, 5th ·and Nth October. 

LE:S1Siffi J~E1S'.DR:EL Falco naumanni SPAN JULETT S'SKOND 
Low sing'le figures ·in spring: 2~1 .dates from lQth March to 24th May. 2 on 3'iJth 
June. In autumn recorded on 19th-20<th and 2:<l!th-27th !September; 2:J.d-4th, 9:th, 
J.2th-13th and on 2!0th-2lst October. Highest 215+ on last date, otherwise single 
figures. 

KE8TRE'L Falco tinnunculus SPANJULETT 
Single birds on :5 dates in January and 3 dates in February. Almost daily from 
6th March to 2·9•th May; double figures on 19th, 27th and 3'0th April with 10, 
215 and 13 res.pectiveTy. Singles on 3 dates ·in June and 4 dates iE Au:5ust. 
Autumn passage frcm 8th Sept<m·ber to 6th November. Best days w2re 1•2th 
(3:0), l13th 13'8) and 211st 1 16D+l September, and 2nd 14'5), 3rd (90) and 1th (26) 
October. On 4 dates in November from 15th and on ·5 dates in December. 

QUAIL Coturnix •coturnix SUMMIENA 
On most days from 2:8th February to 15th May; mostly single figures, but large 
mflux on 18th April - 2·50+ recorded. FTom 9th September to 9th October in 
::·utumn with marked influxes on 9th, 2<0th ·and 211st September -- 1·50+, 3•00+ 
and 50+ respectively. 

GRM'."E •Grus grus G RA WW A 
1-3 on 9 dates from 3~0th September to 11th November. •Passa.se on 2Qnd Nov­
ember with flocks of 214 at Safi, 26 at Kalafrana and 28 at Salina 1 possibly sam2 
floekl. 

WATER RAIL Rallus aquaticus GALLOZZ TAX-XITWA 
1-2 at Lunzjata Valley throughout January and till 5th Ff'lbruary. Singles on 
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7th February, 24th, 27th and 29th March, 14th April and 14th May. Then 
from llth October, with singlEs on 3 dates in october, on 6 in November and 
on 3 in December. 

SFOTTED CRAKE Porzana ]JOrzana GALLOZZ TAT-TIKKI 
1 at Wied il-Luq on lst-3rd January and 1 at Salina on 20th February, then 
1-2 en 9 dates from ·6th March to 2'0th ApriL In autumn 1 on 31st August then 
on '14 datEs from 2'2nd September to <S:.h November. 2 en t6th October, otherwisE 
singles. 

LITT•LE CRAKE Porzana parva GALLOZZ zGtl'IR 
Sing:le birds at Mtahleb on 14th March, at Wied 1r-Rum en 1st and at Ramla 
Vailey on 24th April, and at Salina on 3rd October. 

BAILL::JN'S CRAKE Porzana pusilla GALOZZ TAL-FAXXI 
1 at MarsascaJ.a on .3:1st March and 1 at Marsa en 4th October. 

CORNCRAKE Crex crex GALLOZZ Atl'MAR 
l at Faqqanija on 21st September and 1 at Zabbar on Wth November. 

MOORHEN Gallinula chloropus GALLOZZ LSIWED 
1 on 7th February. then 1-3 on most day·s from 4th March to :!'5th May. In 
'utumn 1 en 2·Dth August then daily from 3rd September to '21st October, wi:tl1 
§:aps ::m 9th-12th, 14th-17th, 2•0th-2'2nd and 2·7th-C10th September. Highest 10 
on 5th October. Singles a'c Salina on .3rd, 5th, 7th, 17th and 27th November. 

COOT Fulica tatra TIGIEGA TAL-BAtl'AR 
l en 2:3rd January and 2 on 13th S:ptember. 2 on ~6th and 1 on 11th and 1.3th 
Cctober. In November, 'l on 3r:d, 2 en 5th, 3 on 17th, 1 on 19th and 1<2 on 2'8th. 
1 on 5th. and 21lst December. Most records from Salina. 

OYSTERCATCIHE:R Haematopus ostralegus GALLINA TAL-BAMAR 
L in the south Carnine Channel en 26th and 2 at Salina on 27th July were 
probably the same birds. 1 at Bahar ic-CaghaQ on 2nd September. 

RINGEID PLOVIER Charadrius hiaticula MQINA:-{ELLA PRIMA 
1 on 211st and 2.2nd April, then 1-3 en most days from 2nd •May to 5th ,J<une. 
(Most r:cords from GhadiraJ. In autumn 1 011 31st August at ,Salina, 3 from 8th 
Lo Hth September and 1 on l'Oth October at Ghadira, and 1-3 from 17th Sep­
tember to 16th October at Hal Far. 

LITTLE RINGED PLOVER Chamdrius aubius MONAKE'LLA 
l on 22nd January and 1>5th February, then single or very low double figures 
almost daily frcm 14th March to 22n::l May. I on 4th and 26th July, then single 
"!gures on mcst days frcm 23rd August to 2·6th October. Do,:.Jble figures on 5 days: 
4th (2'3+1, 5th (28--i-l and 8th !18) September, 1st t131 and 5th (5'0+1 October. 

' ENTI~·:-I PLOVER Characlrius alexa.ndrinus MONAKE'LLA SAQAJJHA SUWED 
2 at Salina on 6th March and singles at Ar.mier and at Salina on 2<6th July 
2 at Marsaxlokk on 8th, 2 at Ghadira on 13th-15th and 2 at Hal Far on 17th 
September l o.t Ghadira on 6th October. 
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CASPIAN PLOVER Charadrius l4Siaticus BIRWINA TAL-ASJA 
1 at San Lawrenz, Gozo en 1'8th May. (4th record for Malta), 

D:JTTEREL Eudromias morinellus BIRWINA 
1 on 22nd Marc.h and 3 en '22nd August. 1-5 on scactered dates from 16th 
September to 28th November. Heavy passage on 8th November. 

GOl.JDEJN PLOViE}R Pl:uvialis aprioaria PLUVIE.RA 
Flock of 70 ·- :S•O at Hal Far throughout January. In other places occasional 
singlles during Jan:.;ary and FEbruary. 2 en 15th March. 1 on 4th, then single 
or low double f1gures frcm 2'9tl1 October. Flock of 310 at Hal Far from 1'9th 
November. 

GREY PLOViER 
1 at Ghaliis on 2nd August. 

Pluvicalis squatarola PLUVIEIRA PASTARDA 

LAPWING l!anellus vaneZ:us VENEWWA 
12 on 24-th Janu.ary, 2. en 6th and 1 en 19th February, 1 on 4th and 7th March. 
Then from 26th October to 1st Ncvember with 9 at Hal Far, and again from 
19th~ to 26th Ncvem·ber, with !'Jl!) on :2'2.1d and 50 on 2'4th. 

TURNSTONE Arenaria interpres MONAKELLA IMPERJALI 
.Single birds on 21.st, 24th and 2:3th April and on 5th (May in spring, and on st'1, 
Wth, 21st and 2<5th SEptember and on 2fltth NovembEr in autumn. 

LITTLE :STINT Calidris minuta TERTUXA 
Daily from 21st March to 1•0th June with d.ou.ble figures (usually 2'0 to 50) on 
most days after 17th April. 1 en 26th June and 4 on 11th and 1 en 12th July, 
'hen sin:-sle cr very low double figures en mcst days from :26th July to :lilst 
October. 1 on 1st November. 

T1E1MMINCK'S STINT Calidris temminckii TERTUXA GRizA 
1-3 at Ghadira from 1•9th to 213rc! Arril; in May 1-3 on 9 dates from 2nd to 24th, 
mostly at Ghadira and Ramia Valley. In autumn single birds on 26th July and 
,,p 4th and 15th September. 

DUNLIN Calidris alpina BEGGAZZINA TAT-Tizz 
Singles on 2,3rd, 27th and 3,lst Aug,ust then 2-6 daily at Ghadira 1rom 13th 
September tc 1'2th October. Also 4 on 17th September a·nd 1 on 8th Octcber at 
Hal Far. I on 23rd October ·and 27th Ncvember. 

CURLI~W SANDPI,PER Calidris jerru.ginea BE:CGAZZINA EAMRA 
After 1 on 2:7th March, 1-5 on ,g dates from.1>4th i\pril to 8th May and 3-9 at 
Ghadira from 13th to 22nd May. 2 on ]15th and 1 on 17th September. 

KNOT Calidris canutus GIRWIEL TA' SAQAJH QOSRA 
1 at Gha.dira on 2;0th May. t4tll recor.d for Maltal. 

SANDERLING !Calidris al1Ja PISPISELLA BAJDA 
Singles on 5th. 13th ana 1<6th May. All at Marsascala. 
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RU(F1F Philom,acus ;ougnax GIRWIEL 
Single ·figures on most days from 22nd March :to 21st Mayo 2•5 on 12th ApriL 
In autumn on scattered dates from 2:1.st August then on .most days from 17th 
September to 3th OctobeL Double figures (highest 22 on 17th ;September) record­
ed on 4 dates" 

S:POTTEID REDSHANK Tringa erythropus cUVETT 
1 en 19th and 2I6th April; 1: en lst July, 4 on 26th August; 3 on 17th and 1 on 
20th September, and 1 on 6th November" 

REDSHANK Tringa totanus PLUV•EROTT 
RecorC:ed on scattered dates from April to November. Singles unless otherwise 
indicated: on 1'7th April; 2nd (4) and 4th May; 2nd, lOth and ·28th June; 5th 
and 2I6th July; 6th, 12th ( 8), 1:8th ( 2), 2J3rd and 27th August; lst, 9th, 13th and 
18th :September; and 27th November" 

MARS:H SANIDP]PER Tringa stagnaiilis cEWcE:WWA zGrHRA 
1 at Ghadira from 20th tc 23rd April and on 2nd !May" 1 at Salina on 23rd 
ApriL In autumn 1 at iMarsa on 2nd and 1 at Hal Far on 1'7th iSept2mbeL 

GREEN:SH&"'K Tringa nebularia cFJWcEW'WA 
1 on 2•8th March" then on 9 dates from 1'7th April to 2•6th iMay; single.s except 
on li7th April ·and 2nd May with 3 on each day" In aut•umn 1 on 26th July; 2 
on 23-rd! and l on 27th August; 3 on 4th, 1 on 14th and •2 on 1'7th September; 
and 1 on lt8th October. 

GREEN SANIDPIPER Tring·a ochropus SWE,JDA 
1 on 2:3rd February, then 1-3 on 1•2 dates in March from 5th, and on 1·0 dates 
in April to 2J3Td" 1 on lst, 3 on 2nd and 1 on 3rd Mayo In autumn 2 on 12th and 
3 on 2:6th July, then 1-4 on 12 dates from 7th August to lt5th :September" 1 on 
4th October" 

WOOD SANDPIPER Tringa glareol.a PEISIPUS TAL-BAMAR 
2 on 14th, then daily from 2:2nd March to 29th May with gaps on lst-Bth and 
25th-29th ApriL Low double ,figures (maximum GIO on 2 days) throughout most 
of May" Rather scarce in autumn: 1 on 16th, 2 en 18th and 1 on 212nd August; 
1 on 15th and· 3 on 1·7th September; and ,J· on 3th, 9th and 18th October" 

COMMON SA'NIDPIPER Tringa hypoleucos BBGGAZZINA TAR-ROKKA 
2 on 2nd January, 1 on 2•6th February and 2 on 21st and 1 on 22nd March" On 
most days from 9th April to 1:6th May, with 7 on !2nd May highest" I on 21{Hh 
June" 1 en 6:th and 1<8 on l:Oth-111-th July then regular from 22nd July to 17th 
S=ptember, highest 110 on 9th SeptembeL 1 on 18th October and 2 on 22nd and 
~9th December. 

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT Limosa limosa GIRWIEL PRIM 
Singles on 17th Febr•uary, 15th, 2;2nd, 24th and 2"6t:h March, 27th october and 
24th NovembeL 

CURLEW Numenius arqu.wta GURLIN 

1 off Q·awra on 16th August 
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WHIMBRE·L Nmnenius phaeopus GURLIN ZGMIR 
3 at Hal Far on 8th September" 

WOODC'OCK Soolopax rusticola GALLINA 
1 on 1:2th, then single figures on most days from 15th October to 7th November, 
with 2:3 on 31st OctobEL 1 on !J:Oth and 22nd November. 

SN.IP<E Gallinago gallinago BEKKAcc 
2 on 22nd J·anuary" 1: on 5th, 3 on 8th, 4 on 214th and 1 on 26th February" Single 
figures on 1'9 dates from 5th Mar~h to 18th Apr'L In autumn 1 on 11'!/:h August; 
2 on 8th, 2 on 17th, 1 on 25th and (l:Q:th SEptember; W on 15th, 5 on J{lth; 3 on 
17th and 2 on 18th-1.9th October; 1~ on 1st, 9•th, 17th and 119th November; 1 on 
5th, Wth and 21.st December. 

GREAT S!NTPE Gallinago media BEKKAcc TA' MEJJU 
Singiles at Salina on 6th-7th March and at Marsa on 12th October" 

JAJCIK SNLPIE Lymnocryptes minima cLNKONJA 
E'ingles on 4th, 9th and 2·Gth October, on 17th November, and on I:Sth and 2:1st 
De.~ember. 

BLACK-WINGED S'I'ILT Himantopus himantopus FRAS-:SERVJE!NT 
2 on 18th February; 2 on 3rd, 1 on 4th, ·4 on 9th, 2 on 1:3th and 1 on 2Bth-
2:9th April; and 1 on 2:0t'h Mayo 

AVOCIET Recurvirostra avosetta XI•FA 
2 in the south Camino Channel on 14th Al)rilo 2 on 21st August, 1 on 1st ISep­
:ember, 2 on 19th Qctcber and 1 on 10th December at ;Salina" 

STONE CURLElW Burhinns oedicnemus TELLERITA 
1 on 18th and 2:3rd March; 2 on 18th and 1 on 2Hth April; singles on 3rd, 5th, 
9th and .24th May" In October 1 on 3rd, 3 on 9th and 2!0th, 1 on 21st, 2 on 22nd 
1nd 1 on 2'9th. 1 on 3rd November" 

OREAM-COLOURED :COURSER Curs:orius cursor NANKINA 
A good number was recorded this year: singles at Luqa on 5th and "at Qasam 
Victoria en 25th Febr•uary; at Si!![dew:i on 21E•t, at onejna and at Mtahleb on 
Nth, at Glhar Lar;si on 29th and at Dwejra on 3'0th March; ·and at Mgarr on 
lst ApriL 

PRATINCOLE Glareol.a pratincola PERNicJOTTA 
Cn spring passage recorded on 24th March: 6th, 9th, 116th, 19th, 2:0th, 24th and 
27th April; lsf, 10th, 11th, 24th and 30th May, with 6 on 6th and 2 on 16th and 
2•0th April and 2 011 lOth and 3 on 30th Mayo 2 on 2nd, and flocks of 13 and 6 
on 4tJh OctobeL 

G:REAT SKUA 
Single birds nft' the south 
13rd, 4th and 5th records 

Stercorarius skua ciEFA KBIRA 
CU\st of Malta on 7th February, 3rd and 5th March" 
for Malta)" 

POMARINE SKUA Slercorari!ls pomarinm; ci•EF A T A' DENBHA 
1 ell' Sto Paul's Bay on 2nd November 
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MEDITERRAN3::AN GULL Larus melanocephaluc; GAWWIJA RASHA SEWDA 
Low double figures during January and February, with a maximum of 3,0 on 
3rd January. Single figures dn March to 21s,t. 1 immatm·e on Z6th April. 50+ 
em 21s" Ncvember, then single figures daily till end of year. 

LITTLE GULL Lanas minutus GAWWIJA ZGHIRA 
Daily till 5th March; mostly single !figures. but up to 4tJ occasionally during 
January. 1 on 2~7th October. 

BLAOK-HEADED GULL Larus ridibundns GAWWIJA RASHA KANIN"!"lLI,A 
Daily till 17th 'March with 1,0:010+ on 3rd January and hi.<sh double or low treble 
:figures on many days. Only .<ingle flg::Jres after 4th March. 1 on '36th Aoril and 
3 on Cnd May. Then from 1:8't·h November, mcstly dauble .figures but occasionaUly 
up to 3100. 

SLENIDER-BILLEID GULL Larus genei GAWWIJA TA' GE:DDUiMHA RQIQ 
2 off St. Thomas Bay on '215th :March. Singles at Salina on 18th and 2'4th October, 
on 24th November and on 11th December. 

LESSER BLACK-BACKEID GULL lJarus juscus GAWWIJA DAHRHA ISiWED 
Single figures !highest 7J regularly till Wt:h March. 

HERRING GULL Larus argentatus GAWWIJA PRIMA 
Bred in the usual numbers. Double figures I up to 150) regularly with ether winter­
ing gulls during January-,February and November-December. 

BLACK TE:RN :Chlidonias niger ciRIJE:WWA SElWDA 
1 on t21.st, 2 on 23rd and ,g on 24th August. 2 on 1st, 1 on 4th, 3on 6th, 5 
en 16th, '6 on 18th, 3 en 1:9th and l on 2•7th Se.ptember. 1 on 2nd-3rd October. 

WHITE-WINGEiD BLAC!K TERN ciRLEWWA TAL-GElWNAH ABJAD 
Chlid:onia's leucopterus 

2 on 5th April and singles on 9th May, 2nd June and 9th 1September. 

'WlHISiKEREJD TERN Chlidoniws hybrida CIRLEWWA BIL-MUSTAcci 
1 at Ghadira on 11th April. 

C:ASPIAN TERN Hydroprogne tschegrava CIRLEWW A PRIMA 
5 off Delimara on 8th April. In September, 2 off Delimara on 9th. 2 over Drago­
nara ~Point on l:Oth and 1 a~t :Salina on 13th. 

SANDWICH TERN Sterna !!andvicensis ciRLEWWA TAX-XITW_'\ 
J on 3rd, 8th and 9th January; 2 on 4th February: 1 en 2•5th March: 1 on Hth 
April; 2 on 21st November; and 1 on 14th Decemter. 

COMMON TElRN Sterna hirundo ciRLEWWA TAL-BAHAR 
1 at Marsaseala on 14th September. 

LITTLE TE:RN Sterna albijrons CIRLEWWA ZGHIR.'\, 
1 at Benghisa Point on 24th April. 
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WJOD PIGEON Columba palumbus TUDUN 
1 on 24th and 28th Ap:!l. In autJmn, influx on 5t:h, 6th and 7th Ncvember with 
20'+, ·4 and 3 resp::tively; otherwise sin~Jes on 3rd, 6th and 3·0th :September, 3rd, 
~2nd, ~Jth and 31st October, and 14th, 1~7th, 113th and 2:7 November. 

ROCK DOVE ColumbVa ZiVia TUDUN TAL-GEBEL 
.'\. few birds (:~yl]·cal pLJmacse 1 prec;ent all the year round along the southern and 
wes:tern coasts of Malta and Gozo. 

TURTLE :DOVE Streptopelia turtur GAMIEIMA 
Occasional from Lt, then daily ftcm 1'2th llpril to 3'0th May. Treble figures qaily 
from li9th tc 21lt·:'1 At)r:•J and with 2:0;WO en 20th, 4,'0,0:0 on 24th, l3;CIOIO on 217th 
and 14.00•0 en .:;:,gt·h Aoril and 7,CCO on 2nd May. Only single figures from 1'7th-
3'Dth May. Occasional in summ:r· .3 on ·8th, 1 on 19th and 3! on 20th ;rune; 1 on 
eth and 2~3rd July; 1 on 8th ancl 2 en liOth and 1•5th August. In autumn daily 
from 29th August to 8th Octcber; treble tl.:~:ures !maximum :3:5<0) on 5 dates and 
0.0-DQI en 4th <Jctcber. Late birds on 1r2th, M,th, 117th, :20th and 21st October, and 
5th November. 

CUCIKOO Cuculus canorus DAQQUQA KAHL_-\ 
Daily frcm 4th Auril tc 4th May with small gap·s on 8th-l<Oth and 2i9th-3oth 
April. Sin;le -or very Ic-;; double fig·ures but ,1:0 and 710' on l?>th and 18th April res­

·.p.e:tively. Sin'!:Ies on 8th, 1'5th and ,2:0th May; 9th and 2'3rd .June; ilth and 3ilst 
.July. In autumn on g dates from 1:6th August to 9th Oci;ober, with 6 on 4th-5th 
Sep,:ember highest. 

GR]:A.T SPOTTEiD C:U-::'~~00 SULTAN IL~GAMIEJM TAT-TOPPU 
C!.amator glanclaTius 

S'ngles at >Siggiewi en 9th :January, at zabbar en 6th and at Mgarr on 16th 
March, at Gudja on ~Gth April and at R•amla Bay on 1st ,september. 

B.'\.RN OWL Tyto ~alba BARBAGANN 
A very few pairs in differen~ localities in Malta and Gozo. In addition 1 was 
found in a rubble wall at Ramla Valley en ·30th April. 

lON:G-EAREiD OW'L Asia otus QATTUS 
2 en 1st and singles en 2nd 3rd, 6th and 7th November. 

S!HORT-EARElD OWL Asi~ .flammeus KOKKA TAX-XAGHRI 
Singles en 5 d•ates from 1:6th Mar:h to 7th J\1Jril. In autumn singles en 19th and 
!25th September; 5th, lOth. 17th, 2iHh and.·2"7th Oct.c-ber; ·6th, 9th, 15th, 19th 
~nd 2:0th November. 

S'COFiS 0~1\TL Otus scops KOK'\:A 
Rather scarce in spring: siwrle.s on 17th February: 12th March; 1st, 13th, 24th 
and 26th April: 1st and ·2nd :YJ:ay, 1 en 2Dth Ausust. In autumn, low oingle figurEs 
c:n 4 date.s in Sentemter fnm 12th. 1'2 in O~tcber, and 5 in November to 21th. 
1 on 15th December. 

NIGHTJAR Caprimulgus europaeus BUQRAJQ 
Single figures daily from 1·8th to 3'0th April, with 16 on 22nd. 1 on 3rd, 7th and 
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8th May. Very low singl~ figures !maximum 4.' on 4th-5th, 16th-17th, 2:lst and 
2'3rd 1September; 3rd, 9th, I:3th, 20th, 2··2nd, 2:3rd and 29th October. 

PALLID SWIFT Apus pallidus RUNIDUN KANNELL:i 
2 on 7th and 1- on 8th April, 1 on 2Qnd J·ll:ay and 1 on 1'4th October. 

s:W]FT Apus apus RUNIDUN 
2 on .2oth and 22nd, then daily from 2•7th •March to 4th May; on 11 days in May 
from 8th, 14 days in .June, H in July, 1·6 in Augm:t, 17 in September and 4 in 
Octcber to 9th. Treble nguNs !maximum 6010) on several dates in April, May, 
A. ugust and September. 

AlJPINIE SWIFT Apus melM RUNDUN TA' ZAQQU 'BAJ[)A 
1 on 21Hh March then on 8 dates from 2nd tc 12th April with 1>0 on 110th highest. 
•2 on 1st and 2nd May. Singles on 2nd and 4th .July; :8th, !25th, '26th and 28th 
September. 2 on 2nd and 3 on 9th and 12th October. 

'GNGFIHHE:R Alcedo attlds GHASFUR T A' SAN MARTIN 
1 on :8th February. 1-3 on 11 dates in Au:g-0st from 12th, then singles on 1st, 
115th, 16th and 2'5tl1 Sept~mber; 8th, 13th, M,th and 1!9th October; 8th, 15th and 
2'2nci November. 

BIEE-EATER ll:lerops tl!piasier QER.D IN-NAHAL 
In April recorded on 2nd-4th, 9th-10th and 14th, then on 1,5 dates in May and 
June to 7th. Double figures (maximum ·'1!0) on 5 dates. In autumn 2'5'+ on 17th 
and 3 on 3!0th September. 

ROLLER Coracias garrulus FARRUG 
Low single figures (maximum •6 on 21lst-.2:2nd Aprii) on l!lth, 13:th, 1-8th, 1:9th-22nd, 
24th and 2:6th April; 2nd, 7th, 17tl1, 21lst-213rd and 2!Jth May. 1 on 3rd July and 
1 on 2•6th August. In September 2 on 5th, 4 on 9th and 1 on 1-0th, 2'4th ·and -26th. 
2 on 2nd October. 

HOOPOE Upup,a epops DAQQUQA TAT-'DOPPU 
Single !figures on most days from 5th March to 8th :May. 1 on 1:3th, 6 on 1:6th 
and 1 on 2'5th May. In autumn, after 2 on Hth and 1 on ,J•2th August, single 
llgures ag1in on most ·days Jrom 216th August to 2nd October. 

WRYNElOK Jynx torquilla BULE:B'BIET 
1 at 'Buskctt on 4 dates in ,January. In opr.ing recorded only in April: single 
figures on 12 dates. 1 on 31st August then almost daHy from 5th September to 
5tn November. 1 on 119th DEcember 

T~MMINOK'S HORN,ED LARK Eremphila bilopha ALWETTA TAL-QRUN 
1. was caught at Nadur. Gozo in March. 12nd record for Malta). 

BAR-TAILE.~D DES!"SRT LARK Ammonw.nes ctncturus ALWETrA QAS·TNIJA 
1 Vaken at r'Marsa on 5th April. (6th record for Malta). 

SHORT-TOED LARK C,alandrella cinerea HILHLA 
First birds seen on 9th March then daily with trebLe ,fl\;ures from 28th. Abundant 
in usual breeding lJabitat all through summer. f'locks of migrants frequently 

1+ 

"een between mid-August and late September. Last seen on lOth October. 
Jnd 8 or 17th NovembEr. 

WOOD LARK Lullula arborea cUQLAJTA 
1 on 11th March. 3 on 210th and 2 on 28th October. Singles on 4th, 6th and 25th 
November. 

SKYILARK Ala·uda arvensis ALWETTA 
Sin1:;1e or very lc·w double fl.gures throughout January and Fe.br·uary. L:arger 
numbers in March and April to 13th, with 5•010+ at Wardija on 16th March 
":ighest. Late birds on 2:2nd r 3) and 213rd r 6) April. In autumn single figurEs on 
7 dates in September from 5t-h, then high dCu,ble fic;ures on most days in October 
and November. Treble fi::;ures on 2:lst-212nd and 2:5th-2r6th October, 7th and 9th 
November. Small parti·Es on .a few dates in December. 

SAND MARTLN Riparia rip.aria HAWW]~FA TAX-XTUT 
<Jn 1F7 dates from ·2:2nd March tc 2!4th April then daily frcm 28th April to 7th 
June; doub!le or very low treble figures on most days, highest 415>0 on .3iQth April. 
20 on 19th, 3 on 2!lst ar.d 1 en 2.3rd and 219th June. 1 on 8th July. In autumn 
E•in§;le or low double .fi<;'JrEs en 11 date-s from :J:Ot.h August to Wth September, 
then in larger numbers da.ily from 2!3rd Se,ptember to 23rd October. Maximum 
:no on 4th October. Late bird on B:llst October. 

SWALLOW Hirundo rustica HUTTA1F'A 
l on 2•8th February then daily from 9th March to 2:9th May with small gaps on 
14th M:arch, 17th and 215th-:Z,3th April and 1'3th May. Treble tfigures ( hi:l'hest 7•00 
<Jn 3rGth April) on mcst days after 210t11 iMarch. In June 1 on 4th, 1.6 on 5th, 1 
on l'Oth, 31[} (including juveniles) en 19th and 1 .on 21st. 1 on .2nd and W on 9th 
July. In August en 7 dates frcrr> 23rd then daily throughout :September and 
Oct:}ber. Mainly high trEble [lgure.s frcm 213rd September and 3,iJrC10 on 1st, 1,20.0 
on :2nd, 1'1..0!00 on 4th, 21,'000 en 12th, 1,4:010 on H3th and 1)'00 on 19th October. 
Eingle figures on 10 days in November to 1:9th. 1 on 6th December. 

REJD-RUMPEID SWALLOW Hirunmo d•aurica REGINA TAL-HUTTAF 
Only a few recorded this year: 2 on 22nd March: 2 on 9th and 1· on Hllh April; 
l on 14th May; 2 on 23rd October. 

HOUSE MARTIN Delichon urbiaa MAWNFE:FA 
4 on :213rd and 2:0 on 28th •February then ·daily ,from 4th .March to 7th June witl1 
;;mall gaps on 14th and 2:;ith rMar~h; 11th, ·1-5th~1:7th and 3'0th April. High double 
or low trebl-e fi.gures on most days, with ErC:O en 6th 'May highest. 2 ·on lOth, 11 
on 19th and 1. on .3r0th June. In autumn daily from 6th .September to 21st October 
with gaps on 1-3•:h-1·6th, 2:0th 2:2nd-2:3rd and 2:5th-•26th September. Double figures 
on most days with 5·00 on '28th September; 2•010 on 4th, 155 on l:Oth and WO on 
mth October. 1-5 on 23rd, 26th, 27th, 2r9th and 31st October. I on 13th and 2 on 
20th November. 2 on 12th December. 

R]OHARD~S PIPIT Anthus noV,aeseelamliae BILBLUN PRI:NI 
Eling;les at Salina on 2JOth February, at Ta' Grawwa on 26th September, at Hal 
Far on 2·0th and at Ta' Qali on 24th NovE>mber. 
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TAWNY PIPIT Anthus campestris BILBLUN 
Single or low double figures !maximum :C:ilJ en mcst days from 14th March to 
14th April' 1 Dn 2!0th and 24th April and 4 .on 1'5th tMay. In same numbers as 
in spring 'from :29th Au::s·L·st and :m most ·days in 'September, but with notable 
2;ap l'Hh-16th. In du.;:er numbers fTcm 1-st to 18th October, with '6'0 ·on'5th 

I en ·2·3·rd October. 

TREE FDPIT Anthus trivia/is DIZZ 
2 en '/th 'and 6 on 1•5th then daily from 21st Mar:h to 8th May with smal].gaps 
en : 19th-3,0th April and 4th-5th May. 1 .on 11:4th and 1-6th and 2 ·On 23rd May. 
Double 'figures on mJst days in April with 1'1'5 en 12th and 4,0,0 on 2:4th. Again 
daily from 2•5th August to 11th Octcber with dOUble figures from 19th September 
.and 312·0 on ,2nd and 2:60 on 3rd Octc.ber. Th:n s.:n;;l2 or very low. double figures 
on li3th-14th, ]16th, 2:3rd, 27th and 3>0th October. 1 en 8th December. 

MEADOW Pl:PIT Anthus pratensis PE:S:iFUS 
Dcubile or low treble :figures daily throu:shout January - March, then single ·or 
low dcuble figures till ]lOth Ap.riL 1 on 13th and 3 on 1'7th then daily in same 
numbers 'as before from 2•2nd October till y2ar end. 

RED-THRDATED PiiPIT Anthus cervinus DIZZ AM!MAR 
:)inglc figures (maximum 61 on most days from 29t.h March to 27th April, then 
1 on 7th, 3J m1 .Sth and 1 on 15th May. 110 on 19th, 5 on 23rd and 2 •On 24th 
September, but main autumn passage in October with 8 dates between 3rd and 
22nd. Highest 115 on 16th. 

ROCK/WATER iPiiPIT Ant/ws spinoletta DIZZ TAL-IL!MA 
1 at Wied il-K·bir on 9th and 1 at Wied il-Ghasri on 16th ApriL 

YELLOW W A:GT AIL Mct,acilla !lava IEi:C AR 
Daily from Q:Oth March to 2'2nd May with a small ::,ap on 2'5th-26th March. 
Dcubl2 figures en mcst days hut only a fe•v on 17th-21st and 1-6>0 on 24th ApriiL 
1 <m '2;9th May, 12th ::>.nd 29th .July. In autumn 1 on lOth and 1Sth .then daily 
:rem 2'6th August to 16th Odober wit>h stragglers up to 6th November.: Peak on 
2nd-3rd October with c.310.0 en each day otherwise high double f'gures on most 
:ther days. 

GREY WAGTAIL Motacilla cinerea ZAKAK TAD-DE~L 
Single .figures daily throughout January, February 'and early March. Stra-:;s-lers 
till 28th March. 1-5 en '7 ·dates in S.:ptember frcm 1'5th, ·then daily from 2nd 
October till y~ar end. Double figures (maximum E·O) en several dates in October 
and 'November. 

WHITE WAGTAIL Miatacilla alba ZAKAK AiBJ AD 
Daily throughout the first thre' months. Single f'gures in most localities bt1t 
eve': 2,C:·J rJcst'ng; in Valletta. In April 1- on 8th and lOth. In autumn strag­
g:lus frcm 3rd, then daily from ]16th October till year end. Double figures fre­
quently in Octcber and early November. 

RED-BACKiE1D SHRIKE La,nius collurio KA66AMH;NDULA MANJ;RA 
Twc small autumn mcvemEnts 1 singles unless otherwise indicated): on 15th·, 
~7th. 2·2rd 131, '25th, 26tll, 29th and 3>lst August: 1st, 4th and 6th-lOth 12 on 
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each day' September Then on 27th September (2) and lst-3rd, 5th l2J, 9th, l!Oth 
and 17th October. 

WOODCHAT SHRIKE Lanius senator KA66AM:<;NDULA 
2 on 2'4th March. 1 on 3rd, 8th, 9th and 12th, .then single fi,gures on most days 
from 12th April to :2t6th May, highest 8 on 26th April. 1 on 18th April belonged 
to the Corsican ::ar2 L.c. bad~~s, this b:ing the second record cf thts sub-species 
for Malta. 3 juvenilEs pruen t a.t Buskett durin:s late .July and early August 
prcbably were a brJod rJ' sed in the area, otherwise no summer records. Autumn 
pass,age from lOth August to 2nd Octob'r with main movement between mid­
_'\ugust and mid-SeptEmber; always single figures. 

LESSER GREY SHRIKE Lanius minor KAccAM~NDULA 8RIZA 
2 at Hal Far on 5th c:nd 1 at Tal-Handaq on 7th September 

GREAT GREY SHRIKE l.'m'tts excub'tor ::S::AccAMEN<DULA GRIZA PRIMA 
J at Mellieha on 15th March and 1 at Tal-Handaq on 2nd ApriL 

WAXWING Bmnbycilla r,tarrulus >SULTAN L-ISPONSUNI 
1 •at Siggiewi Dll 9th JrTuary. 14th recorc'l for Malta.). 

WREN Troy~cliy.tes 1/;nJglodytes BUMISTUR 
2 at Buskett throughcut ,January and 1 till 14-th February. 1 at Lunzjata 
throughout January and till 7th February. In !March singles at Wied znuber 
on 6th and ,27th and at IBusk:tt on 21st. 2 at Wied znuber frJm 5th November 
and l2 at Buskett from 24th December onwards. Also singles at Wied il-Kbir on 
; 7th and at Ball uta on 27th November and at Sliema on 2>3rd December. 

ALPINE AOC'ENTOR Prunella coZZ.aris ZIElMEL TAL-ALPI 
1 at Mtahleb on 19th and 1 at Ta' zuta on .2·0th Ncvember. 

DUNlNO!CIK Prunella modularis ZIEiMEL 
Low -double figures daily throughout January, .February and March to 18th. 
Then again from 16th O~tober onwards with fairly hi:;:h dJuble figures (maxi­
mum 410) in October and November. 

CETTI'S W AR>BLER Cetti.a cetti BAOMAL TAL-G~'c'T"LIE~ 
f, female at Ghs.jn Barrani (Gczo) durin.-:; the last week of August was the only 
record outside t:1e usual oreeding places. \Family parties were seen at Wi~d l­
Luq on 2>1th May 14 young) and Z7th July (2 young). 

SAVI'S WARBLIER LocuSftel~a luseinioildes BAGMAL AHMAR 
l at SaQina on 24th March and 1 at Wi·~d il~Luq on s:Oth August. 

RIVER WARBLER Locusrtella jluviatilis iBAGMAL TAX-XM.'I.JJAR 
1 at Hal Far en 6th September. C3rd record for Maltal. 

GRAS'SHOP·PER WARBLER Locu.stella naevia 
1 at Ta Zuta on 311St March. (1st record for Mal tal. 

MOUSTAOHE:D WARBLER Lusciniola melanOJJOf!>On BAGHAL QASTNI 
An unusualy pocr year with only two records: 1 at Wied znuber on 6th and 
1 at Wied il-Luq on 20th November. 
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SBDGE WARIBLER Acrocepiwlus sciwenobaenu.s BAGHAL TA:S-Siii!IAR 
Single figures on most days from 13th March to 2!2nd May but with two not-
2ble gaps in April: Mth-·22nd and 27th-3•0th. Influx on 4th-5th SeptEmber, with 
c. 1!5 on each day, then on most days till 25th. Smaller influx on 4th October then 
single figures daily till 9th. Stragglers en i2Dth Octcb:r and 1st ( 2) and 14th 
November. 

RE'2:D WARBLER Ac1•ocephalus scirp.a·ceus BAGMAL TAL-QASAB 
Singles on 210th April and en 1st, 3rd ancl 1·9th May were the only spring re­
co.rds. Autumn movement smalla than usual: 1 on 27th July; 3 on 11th and 1 
en 1'2th, 14th and 13th, then daily frcm ::12nd August to 2'3rd September. Peak 
c·n 4th-8th •September with 6 on 5th, otherwise only 1-3. Small influx in early 
nrtober with 3 d.aily on 2nd-5th. 

GREAT REED WARBLERAcrocephalus arundinaceus BACHAL PRIM 
After 1 on 1·6th, influx on 24th April ( 10 rec.orded) then on most days till 2J3rd 
May with 6 on lst and 7 on 8th highest. In autumn singles on 7 dates between 
13th August and 3rd !September, then infloux on 6th--8th with 115 Qn 13th highest. 
1-4 on most days after 8th and till 9th October but noticaible gaps -:m 14th-}6th 
and 1•8th-2'0th September. 

IC'I'ERINE WARBLER Hippolais icterina 'BEK:KAE:<'IK IHF'AR 
1 en ·25th and 27th April then en mc·st days from 2nd to 29th May but gaps 
on 14th-1<5th and '17-210th. Single figures except for 1nfluxes on 4th, 21st, :~3rd 

and ,215th with 1:0~115 on each day. Very good autumn p.assa.ge: singles on 6th. 
18th, 19th and 3Dth August then daily from 3rd Septemb:or to 110th Octnber ex­
cept for gaps on 15th-1'7th, ·213•rd-2,6th -and! 2<8lh-3i0th September. Main passage 
frcml 4th to 9th September and 3rd to Wth October with double figures (maxi­
mum !211) on all days. 

OLIV AG:!:JUS WARBLER Hippolais pall ida BElKKAFIK G Riz 
1 at :Wied znuber en 4th and 1 at Wied iJ.-Luq on 23rd May. (<2nd and :lrd re­
cords f.or Malta). 
O~f'Hi'AW 

1 F 8 A W ARiBLER S11lvia horif:ensis BEKKAFIK T'GMAJ:NU BAJ-DA 
A male was trapped and ringed at Ghadira on 2nd April. 

G AR:DEiN WARBLER S1!lVia ·borin BEIK::\:AFIK 
' 3 on 12th and 1 on l18th, then daily fr.om .2J3rd April to '25th May. Low double 

figure:s (maximum 2•5) on most days. 1 on 219th May. Unusual bird en 9th July. 
11•utumn pacsage heavy and .sustained: daily from 14th August to 110th October 
with high double figures from 29th AU!sust t.c 21st !September and 1st--5th 
Oct:Jber. Larger .infiluxes on J9th SEptember and :3rd and 4th October with 25:0 
on the first two datEs and 10>0 on the other. Late stragglers on 15th-1,6th, 2:3rd 
c 2) and 2-5th ( 2l October and 6th November. 

BLAC'KCAP S11Zvia \atricapill:a KAPINERA 
~'0+ at Buskett in early January gra.dually built up to c.31010 by mid-February 
decreasing again towards the ·end of the month. Large influx on 6th-7tl1 March 
with £{;0 decreasing to -'W by 13th. Most birds had departed by 5th April but 
~trag.glers till lSth. In .;:maller numbers in other localities. Scattered migrants 
from 13th .September then da.ily from late October with ttp to 40 at Buskett 
from 13rd December onwards. 
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WHITETHROA'I' Syivta communis BEKKAFIK AHMAR 
Spring passage from ~8th March tc :216th May ,with peak days on '24th and 216th 
t.pril, 21l1d-6th, 115-th-11•6-th and 20th May. Best day was lt6th May (80 Jogged) 
otherwise not more than 415. A male was •sing.ing in display flight .at Buskett 
on 6th Jun~. 12 on liOth, :212nd and 26th August. Influx on 4th-8th .september with 
:lll on first date then 1-3· on ,9th-14th, ,3< op 19th and 1 on i.?!Oth. Renewed pa.s­
sage on· 1st October with main infll'ux on 3rd (4·0 recorded) and up to 1'2 daily 
till 1-0th .. 1 on 1-3th and 1•6th and 21 on 24th October. 

L"3JSSER WHI'I'ETHROAT S11lvia curruca iBElKKAlFIK IRMIEIOI 
1 at IMtahleb on 17th ApriL 3 singles in October: at Mtahleb .on .3rd and s.t 
Wied il-Luq on 4th and 311st. 

SARDI:NIAN W AR:BLER S1!lVia mel.amooephala 
Very common breeding residEnt in usual numbers. 

BUFULA SEWDA 

S:UBALPI:NE WARBLER S11Zvia cantillans BUFULA PA.S•SAJRA 
Spring passage small and scattered from :21st March to 6th May with several 
large gaps. Only one goo-d influx: en 28th iMarch (4:5 recorded) otherwise low 
single figures. 1 on 9th and 23,rd then daily from 217th ,JuUy to· :2!3:rd September. 
Double figures with maximum of 50 on 12th August and 5th .September. Re­
newed small movement a week later with 1 on •2·8th September a.nd 6 on 2nd, 
10 on 3rd and 1 on liOth October. 

S?ECT ACLIElD WARBLER 
Present in usual numbers. 

S11Zvia oonspicilla.ta BUFULA HAMRA 

DA:RTFORD WARBLER S11lvia undama BUFULA TAX-XAGMRI 
Up to 6 throughout <January and February to .sth and 2 on 5th March at Gha­
dira. In other places singles -at Hal !Far on 2<4th January; at Ta' zuta on 1st, 
at Kalafrana on 18th, at 1Ramla Bay on m.st and at 1Salina on 2!5th February; 
and at Hal Far on 1<9th March. 1-2 at Hal Far on 19th November and 1 at 
rlti.adira on .218th December. 

WILLOW WARBLER Phyl~~scotpws tmchilus \"JOLIN PASTAR-D 
Daily from 21st March to 4th May then slightly less regular till 23rd May. 
Double figures on 218th !March; 2ndi, 6th, l>Oth, 12th, 13th, 18th., Z3rd-2<5th April; 
4th and 1:5th May with 20 on 214th April highest. 1 on 212m:! and 1 e-n 31st July. 
1-·5 on 113 dates in August then daily from 3rd September to liOth October with 
straggl]ers up to 2:3rd. Double figure.s on several days in Se·ptember and early 
October with 6'5 on 5th September highest. 

CHIFFiCHAF1F Phylloscopus coll11bita VJOLIN TAX-XITWA 
High double figures in several places throughout January and February. Few 
during 1st-5th March then again up to 8'0 till 212nd; single figures on most days 
to HHh ApriL Few from 2nd October reaching low double figures late in the 
month. {),(} at Lunzj.ata on 18th December otherwise never more than 3·0. 

BONELLI'S WARBLER Phylloscopus bonelli VJOLIN BAJ-DANI 
Small passage in spring: 1 on 24th, ,28th and 29th and 2 on ,:nst March; 1 on 
2nd, 3rd and Hth, 2. on 17th and 1' on 25th April; 1 on '2nd and 9th May. 
Most birds were recorded at GI1adira. 1 at !Buskett on 12th August. 
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WOOD WARBLER Phylloscopus .silJilatri:t V'JOLIN AHDAR 
Singles on 28th and 31st March then almost· daily from 7tlY April. to 2·3th 
May. Dcub1le figures only for short period of 2:5th April - 4th May with maxi­
mum of 2(} on last date. Geed autun;;1 passage with several large influxes: 
1 on 11th and 16th AJgust then daily trom 3xd September to 116th October with 
gaps en 1•3-17th, 2'lst-22nd and 28th-310th September and 11th-15th October. 
Influxes on 4th-9th and 19th September and 1st-5th October: 1'05 on 3rd Octo­
ber and fairly high dcuble figures on other influx days. 

GOJ"DCR:ElST Rer;ulus regulus BIUFULA TAL-QAMAR 
Single f' e;ur::s 1 max' mum 61 t!uou:5l1G ut Jan u.ary, February and March to 24th. 
Sl'o;ht incr•ase in March prcbably due to birds wintering south of Malta. 1 
on 16th and .2 on 25th and 28th October tl1en regular from lot November on­
•.vards. Up to 2'0' (on 15th December) on most days at ·Buskett. 

F'IREGREST Regulus igniC:L]Jillus BUFULA TAT-TOPPU AtiMAR 
ln about ·same ·numbers as Goldcrest in January and FEbruary but seen in a 
:ar·5cr variety of habitats. None during the first half of March then smal1 move­
'11ent between 17th and 2'7th v;ith 8 at Buskett on 22nd-213rd highest. z, on 2nd 
April. From .3'rd October onwards in autumn with double figures en most days 
after 15th. Peak,3.0 at Buskett in late November and early December. 

FAN-TAILEID WARBLER Cisticola juncidis BAGHAL TAL-IMREWHA 
1 at Marsaxlokk en 9th-l!Oth April and 2 at Salina on 9th August. 

Pr.ED .F:LYCAT:CHER Ficednla hypoleuca ZANZARELL liSiWED 
Singles on 2i9th-3,Qth March and 1st April then on most days from 7th April to 
J,6th May. Main passage between 2Grd and z,Sth April and i2nd and 5th May, with 
5,0 on 4th May highest. Singles figures on most other days. In autumn daily 
from 4th to 13th September with 15 on 7th highest. 1 on 27th September then in­
flux on 3rd-5th October with 315 en last date highest. 1 on 7th and l'Oth and 6 
en 3'1st October. 

COLLARED FLYCATCHER Ficedula albicollis ZANZARELL TAL-KU'LiLAR 
Spring passage smaller than usual: single figures on 8 dates belw2eri 13th and 
2:8th April with 1:2 on 19th_ Singles en 4th, 15th and 116th !May. In a~utumn' 2 on 
4th-5th, 1'3' on 7th., 1 on 8tl1, W Gil 11th and 1 on 12th September and 3 on 3rd, 
4 on 4th and 1'0 on 5th October. This is cmly the second time that this flycatcher 
has been rocorded in autumn. 

RE:D-BREASTED FLYCATCHE:R Ficedula parva ZANZARELL TA' SlDRU AHMAR 
Record autumn with birds present on 8 days: 24th September; 3rd, 9th, lOth, 
i6th, 2•0th October; 6th and 1:8th November. Singles except for 2 on lOth 
October. 

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER Muscicapa stri,ata ZANZARELL TAT-TIJKKI 
1 on lOth and 12th then almost daily frcm 19th April to 4th June. Double figures 
on 24th and 2·8th ApriL 3rd-6th and 15tl1-2:3rd May. highest 45 on 16th M.ay. 
Pai.r with 3 fledged young seen at Buskett on 6th-Wth Jui1e·then 1~5 birds seen 
iJll several dates till 18th August. At Wied il-Kbir 1 was seen on 27th June then 
4 a1id 3 together !probably family party) on 3i0th June and 11th July respec­
tively. Also 1 at Gzira on 17th June. Autumn passage from 27th August and 
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daily to 2'4111 Oc~ober. Low single figures except en influx days - September: 
4th 00~, 5th i3{}J, 6th rl5i, 7th ff'Q), 8th (2;5), 11th 11'0) and 25t.J1 11101; October: 
2nd C6'0!, 3rd IS'DOI, 4th 125m, fith 11£101 and .~0-4,0 on 6th-10~h. 

WHINICHAT Saxioola rubetra BUcAQcAQ TAS-SILLA 
Spring passage from 4th April to 25th May with birds present en most d.ays; 
double figures en 9th and 12th-1,3th April, 2nd-6~h and 15th May, highest'215 on 
two days. 1 on 3rd June. Small and scattered a~tumn passage frcm 29th August 
to 24th Octcber with 12-15 on 19th Septemb2r and 5th~St.h O~tcber, otherwis: 
·very lc.w single figures on 15 clays. 

STONEICIHAT ,9axicsla torquaL:r BUcAQC:AQ TAX-XITW_", 
Up to 15 daily ti!J! 24th March. Tl1en frcm 4th <Jctober; high double figures (ma­
ximum 6~0 ~m 2i3rd October) en several days between lOth Octcb:r and 19th 
\:cvember, then single or very low double figures in most place.s till year end.' 

WHEA'I'EAR Oenanthe oenanthe KUDA 
On mc>·t days from l'Dth March tc 16th May. Main days of passage (·2'0-2:5 re­
corded) 2'2nd-27th March, 113th and 2i2r'ld-2,3rd April and 2nd-4th May. Single 
figur2s iriAugust from 1·.2th and dC:J.ble figures on most days in September (hi,;>:l1-
e-st 8'0 en 7th). Treble figures between 1st and l'Oth Octcber (highest 3;00 at Hal 
Far em 3rdl then decreasing to double figures and gradually singlies after 1•5tl:t 
,:nd tiE 2·4th. 1 on 1st November. 

BL_'\.OK-EAR:E[l WHEATEAR Oenanths hispanica KUDA DUMNIKANA 
Low single figures on 20 dates between 21st March and 8th May with 10 on 2c4th 
March. Aut~umn passage smaller with b·irds recorded en ,g days hetWJ';€·]1, cl'_llt<Q 
August and 310th September. Singles exc:pt fer 4 on 9tl1 and 2 en 21st September. 

DESER'[' VVIH'EATEAR Ov~anthe deserti KUDA TAD-DEZERT' 
1 was cau:;;ht at Wied il-Ghajn in January. (4th record for Malta). 

ISABELLINE WiHEATEAR Oenanthe isabellina KUDA I.ZABE>LLL"'A 
1 trap.p,ed and ringed at Hal Far on 6th September. rz record for Malt.a) 

RUFOUS BUEH CHAT Cercotricfc"as ga'lact;otes ROZINJOL 'I'AX-XAGMRI 
Sin:5le birds on 14th, 1:5th and 2:3rd April, and on 3rd May. 

ROCKe- THRUSIH MonticoEa saxatilis GANBUBLU 
lc3 on 13 dates betwEen 2Dth March and 4th May. In autumn singles on 4th, 
7th and 9th September and on 5th October. 

BLUE ROOK THRUSH Monticola solif:iarius MER ILL 
Resident. Good number cf young seen on .the wing from late April. 

PLAC:K REDSTART Phoenicurus ochrnros KUDIROS:S ISWED 
Up to W in suitable habitat dur!ng January. In :omaller numbers during Feb­
J nary and M.arch to 2:4th. Again from z,3rd October onwards with ·up to 8 till 
mid-November and then smaller numbers. 

REJD:START P/vosnicurus phoenicurus KUDIROSS 
on 14th then on mo:;t days from 22nd March to 16tl1 May. Single and occa-
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'<iona[ very low double figures, highest 14 on l16th April. Late birds on 21st (3), 
?.•5th (2) and 29th il\ilay . .1 on 2t0th June. In autumn daily from 3rd September to 
2:5th October. 100 on 3rd October and double figures from 23rd September to 
l•Oth October with 4r0-60 on 4 days. 1 on 3rd November. 

ROIBIN Erithacus rubecula PITIRROS:S 
Double fig·ures in January and Febru.ary with up to 80 at Buskett. Smaller 
numbers in !March. 1-2 en most days in April to 20th. 1 on 1st, 3rd and 19th 
May. 1 at San Anton on 27th July and 1-2 at Buskett from .2l3rd July and 
throughout August. 1-3 in several places in September increasing to 2JO+ at 
3uskett by the end of the month. Treble figures (maximum 600) in rmost [places 
;n O~tober and early N ovem.ber when sever.al large falils recorded; then smaller 
numbers but 13100 at Buskett till year end. 

THRUSiH NIGIH!I'INGALiE Luscinia lusc.inia ROziN:JIOL PRHvl 
1 trapped and ringed at Wied il-Luq on 29th September. l 4th record for Mal tal. 

NIGHTINALE Luscinia megmhynchos ROZINJOL 
Spring passage smaller than usual: rsingle figures from 18th March to :mth 
April with 18 on ·I·Oth and 1'0 en 11th Aprll. 1 on 1st, •2 on :3rd and 9th, and 1 
on 15th-lr6th May. In autumn 1 on 3tlst July., l'Oth .and 2·0th August then daily 
from 24th August to lrOth October with douWe figures on most days except at 
extreme ends. Highest •50 on 5th-8th and 61() on 19th 'September. Singles on 16th, 
17th and 19th October. 

BLUE'I1HROAT Luscinia svecica KUiDIROS:S BLU 
A record spring: slngles at Siggiewi o-n 13th, at Mtahleb on 20th and at Salina 
on 2Clnd March. 1-2 were present at Ghadira from 215th March to 17th April (6 
were ringed during this period). 3 were at Hal Far on lOth A<pril and singles at 
srt. Andrew's on 23rd April and at /Bin gemma on 2nd May. Only 1 in autumn: a 
male at Wied il-Luq on 7th October. 

FIEIJDFARE Tu~dus pilaris !MALVIZZUN TAL-QTAJJA 
t: on 9th and 1 on 11th .January. 1 on 11th-12th and 3 on 23rd and '27th I"ebruary. 
1 on 1•6th March. 1-2 on 2'5th October., 5th-'7th, 11th, 12th and 1'5th November, 4th 
and 18th December. 

RING OUZEL Tw·dus torquatus MALVIZZ TAJS-SIDRA BAJDA 
Singles on 4th January, lOth October, t2th and 17th November and 26th December. 

BLACKBIRD Turdus merula MAliVIZZ ISIWErD 
Small numbers (maximum 3) regularly in January, February and March to 21st. 
Odd birds on 24th April, 7th !May and 26th July. 1 on 2nd then regular from 20th 
October onwards. Double figures (maximum 26) on most days between 24th 
October and 1•2th November. 

REIDfWING Turdus iliacus MALVIZZ AHMAR 
On 9 days in January, 9 in ,February and 3 in avrarch to 9th. H~gh slngle figures 
on most days with 15 on 14th February and J{) on 31st January. On ·~ days in 
~ovember from 5•th and on 10 days in D2cember wi•th 8 on '26th November 
highest. Most records from Buskett. 
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SONG THRUSH Turdus philomelos MALVIZZ 
Double figures (maxumum 30 on several days) in January and February. :Slightly 
sma]l]er numbers .in March but tmusual very heavy pass.age on 16th with several 
thousands moving north. Stragglers on 7 dates in April to 20th and 1 on Nth 
May. 1 on 21st and 2•2.nd and 3 on r.l10th September thm regular from 2nd Octo­
ber onwards. Main southward movement from 119th October to 7th November 
with treble figures on 1·9th-25th and 30th October, maximum 75•0 on 21st. Only 
single or very low double figures after 8th November 

J'V!ISTLE THRUSH T·urdus viscivmu8 MALVIZZJUN iJ?Riil\il 
1 on 17th and 28th and 3 on 3iQth October. Singles on 3·rd, 5th and 7th 
November. 

CORN cBUNTING Emberiza roalandna DURRA·JSA 
Breeding in usual numbers. In flocks of up to 3rO from late July, 2tG0'+ were 
counted coming in at Mtahleb on 16th August. 

ORTOLAN BUN'riNG Emberiza luortul'ilnll OR'I10LAN 
Singles on 19th, 2.3rd and 24th April and 3 on 9th May. 1 on 4th September. 

LITTLE BUNTING Emberiza pusilla DURRAJSA QERJQNIJA 
1 at Tal-Handaq on 2·4th October and 1 at Hal Far on 4th Nuvember, 1 caught 
,n early December) (4th, .5th and 6th records for Malta). 

RE1ED BUNTING Emberiza schoeniclus DURRAJ•SA TAL-QASNB 
Singles at Salina on 16th January, 24th February and 5th November 1 at Gha­
dira on 1st November. 

CHA·FFINCH Fringilla ooelebs SPONSIUN 
Single fi!j\ures in January, February and March but 19 on 6th, 510 on 7th and 
2':0 on lr3t:fu. March .. 2 on 2nd and 1 on 2·3rd and 28th April. 2 on 25th and 1' on 
2:9th Junl Up to 5 .at Buskett from 6th July and throughout August and Sep­
tember. Autumn passage from 25th September; high double or Jow treble fig­
l.res on several dates in October and November .. Smaller numbers in December. 
Maximum 16:0 on 30th October. 

BRAMBLING Fringilla nwntijringilla SPONS!UN SEI.N AGG 
2: on 5th and singles on lltth and 13tth Nov·ember, .2 in early December. 

SEREir Serinus serinus APPARELL 
Single or very low double figures in January., February and March to 24th. 1 on 
15th and l28th A•pril and on 18th and 28th September. Single figures on 2.r4th-
3lst October and 2 on J·5th November: then low double figures from 3rd 
December onwards. 

GREENFINOH Carduelis Chloris VERDUN 
Low single figures on scattered days during the first three months. 1 on 9th 
April. On most days from 19th October onwards. Double figures on several days 
and 2QO on 15th November and 3r5:0 on 3rd December. 

SISKIN Carduelis spinu.s EKRU 
In October 3 on 20th, 20 on 24th, 1'5{) on 2'5th, 5 on ,28th, 1 on 29th and 4 on 3rlst. 
On 9 days in November to 19th with 7 on 13rd highest. 1 on r5th December. 

23 



GOLDFINCH Carduelis carrluelis GAR:DELL 
2 en 29Lh and 1 en 2!0tll January; 2 on 14th and 1 on 15th February; 2 on 7th, 
2 on 22nd, 1 on 24th and 25th March; 2 en 14th and 1 en 18th April. 9 on 17th, 
1 en 19th, 4 on 31Qth and 9 en 31st October th 'n on 15 days in November,, mostly 
s',ngle figures but 2•C·D on 15th. In December 2 on 5th, 1 on 16th-17, 5 en 18th and 

·· 2. on 212nd. 

LINNET Ac.anthis cannabina GOJJIN 
Single fi:~ures in s arly part of year then low double figures from late 
February to 28th April, with Jar;er numbers in mid-March 1 WO en 23rd highest). 
Single figures on 4 days in May and 1 on 3rd June, 1'5th July and 19th Au:sust. 
'0p to 1'0' were present at GI1a_in Barrani, Gozs throughout the summer. In Sep­
tember flock of 3,[) on 115\h and 3 en 2~0th. Autumn pas~a:?;e from 9th October 
with high double or treble figures on most days till sarly December. 'Then smal:J­
ernumbers till year end. Best days were 2>Dth <4iO•Ol ai:d 25th-26th <3'0'0) October. 

TRUV.PETER BULLFINCH Rhod!OJJCchys githaqinec:r TRUMBETTIER 
:caught at Nadur in January and 2 at Xorb 1-Ghagin on 3<Dth Novemb2r. 

SCARL·ET ROSE·Fi£NC!H Carporla,cu.s erythrinus IBUMUNQ.AR 
Female cau;;;ht at Buskett en 29th November. 14th record for !Malta) 

HAWFTNCH Coccothraustes coccothra,nstes GHAS•F'UR TAZ-ZEBBU:j 
7 in Gozo on 16th March. 1-3 on 2•0th September. on 5 days in October .and 10 
days in November. Singles on 3rd, 4th. uth, 7th and 27th December. 

SP ANIISH SPARROW P.asser hispa.n1olensis G'MAM!MIEL T AL-BEJT 
Abundant everywhere all the year round. 

. TREE Sa=> ARROW Fwsser nwntanus G'MAMMIEL TAS-SIGAR 
Small numbers present in several lcc.alities throughout the year. Present also 
on Camino. No large passages noted in autumn this year with only a maximum 
·vf 10 at Ghadira on 23rd October. 

STARLING Stu.rnus tl1ilgaris STURNELL 
During January and ·February seen only in flocks of uo to 60 rexceot fer roost­
ing). Smaller numbers in March to 19th. First autumn birds on 21[)th Seotember 
with double flgures from 28th. Lar~·e flecks of up to 2,50'0 throughout October 
und early Nov2mber then sma<1ler nclmbers with flocks of W0'0-2•0.010 only at Hal 
Far, sa.fi and Luqa. 

ROSE-COLOURED !STARLING Sturnus roseus •STURNELL ROSA 
One at Ghadira on 5th October. 

GOLDEN ORIOLE Oriol1ts ·oriolus TAJ'RA SAFRO.. 
Daily from 13th April to 20th May: double fig·ures on 8 days with 315 on 27th 
April highest. 2 on 23rd and 29th and 1 on 31st May. Singles on 8th, l12th, 25th 
:,nd 27th Aug·ust, then daily from 2nd tc 26th September I Except on 1'8t):l) with 
large influxes on 4th 182) and 5th 18m: lew double figures on 16th-8th and 11th. 
otherwise single figures. Another Jaro.e influx on 3rd October !7·0) then no sub­
c.equent records. 
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SPECIES BII'\GED AND TOTALS 

Species 
Ca.~oarectris diomedea 
Puffinus qJUjfinus 
Hydrab,mtes p.elagicus 
Ixobrychus mimhbus 
Faloo tinnuncuhLs 
0)~-urnix coturnix 
Rallu,s .aqnaticus 
Por:1:JJna por:c:ana 
P.orzan<a parv.a 
GallinuLa chlonopus 
Cha•Tial:lri•us clllbius 
Channdrius hiuticula 
Cal id ris rrn tn·wt.a 
Oalidris tem.minckii 
Calidris alpina 
Cialidris terruginea 
Ph!f.~ym,:tcus pugno:x 
Trin[i/2 ochropus 
Trinqa g~areola 
Tring.a hyp,oleucos 
Gallinag:9 gallinago 
Gallinar;1o meldia 
Lymn)Ocryptes minimus 
Larus argentatus 
Strept.cpeli;a. turtur 
C1Lculus canorus 
Otus ,scops 
C.aprimulgus ew·'DJJa.eus 
Apus apns 
Aleedo .aUhis 
Upupa €:P'O]JS 

lynx torquilra 
Calandrella cinerea 
Al,aY,d!I .arvensis 
Riparia riparia 
Hiru.nclJo rustica 
Hirundo diaurica 
Delicho:n urbica 
Anthus c·ampestris 
Anthus trivialis 
Anthus pratens;'s 
Anthws cervinus 
M ot~1cilla tnav.a 
Motwcilla cinerea 
Mntacilla alba 
Lanh<s collurio 
Lanius seni(Jto-r 
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Rinqed 
in 

1971 
18 
23 

988 
5 

2 

2 

3 
2 
4 

5;8 
4 
5 

10 
5 
3 

2~3 

4 

2 

1 
9 

5 
1 

12 
6 

24.6 
1,3170 

2 
150 

4 
317 
12 
2 

53 
37 
7 
8 
4 

Recover eel 
in 

1971 
1 

2 

1 
4 

1 

3 
18 

Gnancl 
Total 

Ringed 
14.16 

61 
3,3·22 

8 
4 
2 
3 
3 
4 
9 

27 
4 

94 
5 
6 

HJ 
12 

7 
410 
111 
{i 

1 

7 
5 
3 

22 
4 
1 

117 
3 

57 
2'5 

1 
9810 

2,646 
11 

761 
5 

14'8 
67 

2 
443 
142 
Wl 
19 
23 

Gr:anfl 
Total 

Recover eel 
1 

4 

1 
1 

2 

1 
1 
2 
5 

2 

1 

3 

7 
27 

1 
3 

12 
2 
3 



Trog1ouytes troglodytes 4 
Prunella m:odularis 34 

Ceift:ua ceUi 10 

Locllo'tella zuscinioides 1 
D9custena fluviatilis 
Lusciniola nvezanopogon 1 

Acroc:epi7Jalus schoenobaenus 74 
Acrlocepl~alus palustris 
Acrocephal·ws scirpa'ceus 315 
Acnoce'[}halus arundinaceus 57 
Hippolais icterin:a 80 
Hippo/Jais pallida 1 
Sylvia h'ortensis 1 
Sylvz1a borin 457 
Sylvi-a atriaapma 21'3 
SylvLa oommunis 1315 
Sylvia cwrruaa 1 
Sylvia me~a.nocephala 1311 
Sylvia cantillans 148 
Sylvia aonspidlwt.a 13 
Sylviia undia:ta 2 
Phyll7osdmus trochilus 89 
Phlylosoopus collybita 4e:5 
Phyllo,'WOp<Us bonelli 4 
Phylloscopus sibiDatrix 112 
Regulus regubus 3 
Regulus ignicapillus 24 
Ficedula hypoleuca 43 
Ficeduva albicollis 4 
Ficeduva parmi 3 
Muscic:apa s-tri,ata 5<7 
Saxicola rwb.etr,a 18 
Siaxicola torqwat:a 21 
aermnthe oentantlve 38 
OenJantlve is(])bellina 1 
Mo,n:tioola saxatilis 
Monticola solitarius 2 
PhJoenicurus ·ochruros 4 
Ph:OJemicurus ;plioenicurus 1'0:9 
Erfth'a'Cus rubecuba 1,2103 
LUisdnila luscini,a 1 
Luscinva m:eg.arhynchos 78 
Luscinia sV'eciaa 9 
Turdus torquatus -
Turd1LS merul!a 15 
Turdus ililacus 1 
T·urldus philomeLos 415 
Emberiza cala!ndra 6 
Emberiza hJortubana --
EmberiZJa scmoeniclus -
Fringilla ooebe,bs 1:6 
Serinus serinus 2 

20 

--- 9 
--·-· 9E 
-- 3!3 
- 9 

20 
- 2<06 
-- 1 

1'710 
2:07 
139 

1 
- 1 
--- 1,078 

1 615 
- 4518 

3 
- 7'64 

4410 
- 1:2:8 
- 13 

1 3<319 
1 2 266 

10 
2f>l 

--- 8 
53 

1'78 
37 

- 5 
145 

7:0 
1 73 

3·8 
1 

- 1 
1 2'0 

- 9 
- 43:3 
18 2.,653 
- 1 
-- 24!9 
- 18 
- 2 

1 3:5 
- 2 

2 8:(1 

- 27 

- 2 
- 1 

1 55 
- 58 

2 

:l 

1 
5 

3 

<19 

1 
1 

4 

4 

1 
2 

OarldUJ~Zi;s chloris 
Carduelis camuelis 
Ac-anthis cannabin-a 
P-asser hispa.niolensis 
P'asser mont:anus 
Sturnus vulgaris 
Ori:olus orioln·s 

Totals 

SPECIES: 1971 Total: 91 
Grand Total: 106 
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24 
1 

94 
478 

1 
1 
3 

7,525 

147 
1 

4 597 
2 1,977 

26 
4 

16 
68 23,6·07 

1'5 

37 
3:2 

261 



HINGING H:ECOVERIES 

Key io symbols and terms used: 
Age: pull. - chick ringed in the nest; 

Sex: 

juv. - young bird able to :fly freely; 
lY - bird in its ·first year of hfe; 

p.j. - post-juvenile: 
fg. 
ad. 
M. 
F. 

full-grown, age uncertain; 
adult, at least one year old. 
male; 
female. 

Manner of Recovery: 
v - caught or trapped and released with ring; 
+ - shot or killed by man; 
x found dead or dying; 
0 - caught or trapped alive and not released or released but with 

ring removed; 
f?/ - manner of recovery unknown. 

iJate of Recov-ery: 
Where this is unknown the date of th 2 reporting letter is given in 
brackets. 

Co-ordinates •ot principal ringing sites omitted from text: 
Fiilfl.a 3·5°4•TN; 
Ghadira, Mellieha, Malta 
Wied Migra Ferha, Mt:ihleb, Malta 
Buskett, Rabat, Malta 
Wied znuber, Hal Far, Malta 
Marsalf.Jrn Valley, Gozo 
Ramla Valley, Xaghra, Gozo 
Lunzjata VallEY, Victoria, Gozo 

3>5' 5,8'N; 
3,5'52'N; 
3•5°51'N; 
3•5'49'N; 
3•6'04'N; 
3•6 'OWN ; 
36,'02'-N; 

14"2!5'E. 
14°2l'E. 
14°21'E. 
14"26'E. 
14°31'E. 
14 c 16'E. 
14°17'E. 
14'14'E. 

STORM PETREL Hydrobate,s pelagicus KANGU TA' FILFLA 
21>0,2795 p.j. 

697.9,8·9 

LITTLE STINT 

() 

ad. 

+ 

697.94·5 p.j. 
v 

CURLEW SANDP!'PER 
BV {)-2.82•9 p.j. 

+ 
GREEN SANDPIPER 
CP 56.955 p.j. 

+ 

28. 6. 69 Filfia. 
1. 7. 71 Marsascala. (16 km NE) 

Filfla. 12. 6. 71 
25. 9. 71 off Ash Shabbah: c. 315'08'N, 11'12' E. 

;La Chebba), Tunisia, (2nd) 

Calidris minuta TERTUXA 
21. 5. 71 Ramla Valley. 
24. 5. 71 Ghadira. f 15 km S>El 

C.alidris ferrugine;a B:IDGGAZZINA HAMRA 
19. 5. 71 Ghadira 
22. 5. 71 Sliema. (16 km SEJ 

Tring·a ochropus SWEJDA 
29. 3. 71 Ghadira 

7. 4. 71 near Mosta. (10 km SE) 

28 

W03D SANDPIPER 
cv 55.4fl2 Pi 

() 

BV 02.8•1:2 p.j. 

+ 
HERRING GULL 
GP 27.664 pull. 

+ 
SAND MARTIN 
JE 58 6128 p_j 

+ 
TE 58.52'3 G.j. 

0 

JE- 5e.444 ad. 
v 

E•WAI.;LOW 
JC 91.071 act. M. 

() 

JIC 91.•0'97 pj M. 
X 

HX 94.51\l p.j. M. 
X 

HX 76.994, Pl. M. 
X 

JE 59 395 pj_ F. 
() 

JE 59 3•67 p.j. F. 
0 

JE 58 629 pj. M. 

+ 

JE 58 670 p.j. F. 
v 

JE 59 2·84 p_j_ M. 
v 

Tringa glareola PES:PUS TAL-BAHAR 
27. 4. 70 Ghadira 

{). 3. 71 Mcsta. ( 9 km SEJ 

8. 5. 71 Ramla Valley. 
15. 5. 7'1 Gnallis. r 19 km SEJ 

f_,arus .argentatus GAWWIJA PRIMA 
12. 6. 71 Filfla. 
12. 111. 71 Mar sa. ( 12 km NNEl 

8. 
15. 

11. 
25. 

1{)_ 

2:7. 

Ripar-~a 

4. 71 
4, 71 

4. 7'1 
4. 71 

4. 71 
4. 71 

n'pw·ia HAWWIE1FA TAX-XTUT 
Ramla Valley. 
Wardija. rl-8 km SSE) 

Ramla Valley. 
Naxxar. r 23 km SEJ 

Ramla Valley_ 
Boughton: 5-2''3•5'N, 0'31'E, Stoke 
Ferry ( Norfc1kl, England i2ndl 

Hirundo rustica fiUTTAFA 
22. 3. 71 Lunzjata Valley. 
2•5. 3. 71 zebbug_ 12:5 km SEl 

23. 3. 71 
29. 3. 71 

28. 3. 70 
31. 3. 71 

6. 4. 71 
7. 4. 71 

8. 4. 71 
rs. 4. 711 

8. 4. 71 
10. 4. 71 

8. 4. 71 
15. 4, 71 

10. 4. 71 
0. 5. 71) 

6. 4. 71 
14. 5. 7!1 
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Lunzjata Valley. 
Mgarr IGozol. 15 km SEl 

Ramla Valley. 
Ri~cicne: 4•0' Ol'N, 12'3>8'E, 
1Fo11lil, Italy. (2nd) 

Lunzjata VaHey. 
St. Paul's Bay. (17 km SEI 

Ramla Valley. 
Qrendi. !29 km SSE) 

Ramla Valley. 
Mcsta. (2:1 km SEl 

Ramla Valley. 
KomHac!es Sfakion: 315 o 12'N, 24 '-GB'E, 
'Nr. Khora Sfakion), Crete. 11stl 

Ramla Valley_ 
Gf1axaq. n2 km SE) 

Ramla Valley. 
Klausdcrf, near Zossen: 5·2'09'N, 
13'24'E, (Brandenburg!, Germany_ 
il<st) 



JE 58 725 pj. F. 1<0. 
X 19. 

J!E 5t9.n7,s pj. 3•0 
+ feat) 8. 

4. 71 
6. 71 

4. 71 
7. 71 

Ramla Valley. 
Offenh·oim: 49'414"N. 8'7'E, Alzey, 
IRheinland Pfailzl, Gennany. f2nd; 

Ramla Valley. 
Derwitz: '52'23'N, 12'5•0'E, 
fPotsdaml, Germany (3rd) 

(At the time of death this Swallcw was breeding a.nd had unfledged young). 

HX 7•5.403 

JE 58.8'50 

JiE 518.81'3 

p.j. F. 
X 

1Y 

+ 
1Y 

+ 
GREY WAGTAIL 
JE 58 55<9 ad. M. 

v 

BILAOKCAP 
HX 12.8'78 ad. F. 

() 

WILLOW WARBLER 
1·55.53q p.j. 

X 

OHFF1F10HAF1F 
PB 67.318 p.j. 

v 

STONEOHAT 
BJ 48 814 ad. M. 

v 

ROiBIN 
HX 95.4111 

HR 90.134 

211.4547 

p.j. 

+ 

lY 
() 

l.g. 
X 

1. 5. 7•0 
c.10. 7. 71 

4. 10 71 
5. 1'0. 71 

4. 10 71 
0. 110. 71 

L:mzjata Valley. 
Frauendorf: 51 '2'5'N, 13'46'E, 
rDresden in Sachsen), Germa-ny (4th) 

Lunzjata Valley. 
zurrieq. (3<0 km. SE) 

Lunzjata Valley. 
zejtun. (313 km SE) 

·M·otacilla cin-ere1a ZAKAK TAD-DELL 
11. 1>0. 71 Lunzj at a Valley. 
2!0. 110. 71 Wied Znuber, Hal Far. (3•6 km SE) 

Sylvia atricapilla KAPINERA 
17. 4. 69 
7. 1. 7!1 

PhylloSC01J1lS 
28. 3. 71 
21. 8. 71 

Marsalforn Valley. 
Tresnurag;hes: 40'16'N, 08'30'E, 
INuorol, Sardegna, (1st) 

trochilus VJOLIN PAWrARD 
Wied znuber, Hal Far. 
Rosas: 4W15'N, ·0'3' lil'IE, (Gerona), 
Spain. Ost) 

Phylloscopw: collybita VJOLIN TAX-XITWA 
4. 1. 69 Lunzjata Valley. 

28. 3. 71 near Klagenfurt: 46'38'N, 14"'2•0'E, 
(Karnten), Austria. (1st) 

Saxicola tiorqu.ata BUcAQcAQ TAX-XITWA 
21. 1D. 71 Wied znuber, Hal Far. 

5. 11. 71 Birkirkara. UO km NNW) 

Eritha'CUS rnbec1lla PITIRROS:S 
27. 10. '7101 Wied N-Luq, Buskett. 
(9. 2. 71) Yithion: 3,6'46'N, 22'34'E. 

9 1•0. 68 
(8. 3. 71) 

14. 9. 71 
8. 10. 71 
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1 Peioponnesosl, Greece. flst) 

Wied Migra Ferha, Mtahleb. 
Dellys: 36'57'N, -D3•"f>5'E, 
(Alger), Algeria. (1st) 

Wied znuber, Hal Far. 
Paola. (7 km N) 

JH 84.}26 ad. 
v 

JIH 84.062 ad. 

+ (cat) 

JE: G0.3M lY 
() 

JE 0'('411 lY 
() 

JE ElO 3125 ad. 
() 

J.H 84.110 p.j. 
v 

JE; 6'0.06'3 ad. 
+ (cat) 

JH 84.109 lY 
X 

BLA:OK!BIRD 
cv 55.498 lY F. 

+ 
SONG 'I1HRUSH 
ca" 6·6 9•16 Pi. 

+ 
COP 66.914 p.j. 

+ 
LINNET 
H'X 716.841 p.j. F. 

() 

JH 83.680 p.j. F. 
() 

JH 8·3.703 p.i. F. 
() 

SPAN'I:'=;n S1PARROW 
BJ 48.698 

EIC' 74.664 

ad. F. 

+ 
ad. M. 
() 

Wied znuber, Hal Far. 26. 110. 71 
29. 1'0. 71 Wied il-Luq, Buskctt. I 11 km WNW! 

24. 10. 71 
2. 11. 71 

24. 10. 71 
(2. 11. 71) 

22. 10. 711 
13. 11. 71 

23. 10. 71 
c.15. 11. 71 

Wied il-Luq, Buskett. 
Paola. (5 km E) 

Wied znuber, Hal Fa~. 
Qrendi, (5 km WNiW) 

Wied znuber, Hal Far 
Qormi .. (9 km NWJ 

Wied znuber, Hal Far. 
Gudja. l5 km iN) 

25. 110. 71 
2•0. 11. 71 

Wied znuber, .Hal Far. 
Lunzjata Valley. (3•6 km NNW) 

21. 10. 71 
4. 11. 71 

25. 10. 71 
21. lQ. 71 

Ta' Giorni, St Julian's. 
Kalkara. (5 km SE) 

WiEd znuber. Hal Far. 
Nadur. (32 km NNW) 

Tnrdus merula MALVIZZ ISWED 
6. 11. 71 Wied znuber, Hal Far 

08. 11. 711 Luqa. (6 km NNW) 

Tnrdus philomelos MAL VIZ/~ 
1. 11. 71 Wi~d znuber, Hal Far. 
5. 11. 71 St. Julian's. (1:1 km N) 

1. 11. 71 
17. 11. 71 

Wied znuber, Hal Far. 
Mtahleb, 02 km N'Wl 

Acanthis cannabina 
6 11. 70 Lunzjata Valley. 

(27. 1. 71) Rabat. (23· km SE) 

26. 10. 71 
0. 10. 71 

30. 10. 71 
1 11. 71 

Lunzjata Valley. 
Marsaxlokk. (37 km SE) 

Lunzjata Valley. 
near Mosta. (21 km SE) 

GOJJIN 

F1asser hispaniolensis GMAMIMIEL TAL-tBEJT 
15. 5. 71 Wied znuber, Hal F2r. 
(7. 6. 711 Pieta'. 00 km Nl 

23. 1·2. 68 
c.23. 7. 71 

31 

Wied Migra Ferha, Mtat1leb. 
Rabat. (5 km El 



SFLECTED RETRAPS 
The weight. in gms., appears in brackets beside the date. 

1. Retraps ot Spring Migrants. 

Spec'es 
Little Stint 
Little Stint 
Little Stint 
Little Stint 
Little Stint 
Little Stint 
Curlew Sandpip2r 
Swaliow 
Swallow 
Swallow 
Swallow 
Swallow 
Swallow 
Yellow Wagtail 
Great Reed Warbler 
Eedge Warbler 

S~dge Warbler 
Willow Warbler 

Ringing Date 
13.5.71 ( 17.7) 
19.5.71 ( 19.2! 
19.5.71 ( 19 2) 

19.5.71 (21.01 
19.5.71 (20.6) 
19.5.71 09.8) 
13.5.71 
26.3. 7'1 
22.3.71 
23.3.71 
10.4.71 
4.4.71 
5.4. 71 

21.3.71 
24.4.71 
21.3.71 

23.3.71 
12.4.71 

(~'5.9) 

( 13 1) 
( 16.5) 
(16.2) 
fl6.31 
( 14.8! 
( 18.5) 
114.•0) 
(27.3) 
( JiQ.Ol 

n-0.9) 
(7.0) 

Date RetraJJJJed. 
1£>.5.71 ( 24.6) 
24.5.71 c2.2.m 
21.5.711 (25.5) 
21.5.71 (210.9) 
24.5.71 f2C.3J 
21.5.71 ('22.0) 
19.5.71 !.5·3 -Q) 

27.3.71 09.1) 
26.3.71 ( 18.2) 
28.3.71 (17.7) 
11.4.71: 018.01 
12.4.71 ( 19.2) 
7.4.71 (2•0.3) 
310.3.71 (21.7) 
1 .5.71 (3!6.1) 
25.3.71 00.7) 
27.3.71 ( 11.2) 
27.3.71 (11.8) 
14.471 (7.51 

Loca'lit?J 
Ghadira 
Ghadira 
Ghadira 
Ghadira 
Ghadira 
Ghadira 
Ghadira 
Lunzjata 
Lunzjata 
Marsalforn 
Ramla Valley 
Marsalfcrn 
Lunzjata 
Lunzjak, 
Ramla Bay 

Lunzjata 
Lunzjata 

16.4.71 (8.5) Ghadira 
Redstart 7.4.71 (17.3) 10.4.711 05.-3) Ghadira 
Nightingale 2•3.4.71 < 1'8.5) 26.4.71 (22.5) Ghadira 
Nightingale 26.4.71 C29.4) 28.4.71 (27.8) Ghadira 
Bluethroat 1·0.4.71' (17.7) 16.4.71 (20.8) Ghs,dip 
Bluethroat 12.4.71 116.6) 1•6.4.71 (18.9) Ghadira 
(A Sand Martin retrapped after 2 days, 7 SwaHows retrappe-d after 1 - 4 days, 
a Sedge Warbler retrapped after 2 -day~, and a Bonelli's Warbler and a Redstart 
retrapped after 1 day, -shewed little cr no variation in weight). 

* .. * 

2. Retraps of 
Species 

A11tumn Migrants. 

Kingfisher 
Great Reed Warbler 
Great Reed Warbler 
Great Reed Warbler 
Sedge Warbler 
Sedge Warbler 

Icterine Warbler 
Garden Warbler 
Garden Warbler 
Garden Warbler 
Garden Warbler 

Ringing Date 
1-9.1•0.71 (4!0.2) 

5. 9.71 (42.5) 
6. 9.71 (34.3) 

21. 9.71 (31.0l 
lG. 9.71 01.7! 
18. 9.71 05.4) 

5.10.71 ( 15.0) 
17. 8.71 (.2:5.7) 
26. 8.71 (24 8l 
3. 9.71 <21.7! 
3. 9.71 ( 19.3) 
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Date Re•trapped 
23.10.71 (317.()) 

6. 9.71 ( 40.8) 
8. 9.'1'1 (35.6) 

2·6. 9.71 (34.0) 
18. 9.71 02.3) 
23. 9.71 ( 1·6.6) 
25. 9.71 07.2) 

9.110.71 i18.0) 
19. 8.71 ( 27.3) 
29. 8.71 (27.61 

6. 9.71 (23.4) 
13. 9.71 (26.0) 

* 

Locality 
Lunzjata 
B'1Sket+. 
Buskett 
Buskett 
Buskek 

Buskett 
Hal Far 
Buskett 
Busket+. 
Buskett 
Busket~ 

Garden ·warbler 
Garden War.bler 
Whit"throat 
Subalpine Warbler 
Subalpine Warbler 
S-ubalpine Warbler 
Subal•p:ne Warbler 
~-ubalpine Warbler 
Wood Warbler 
Whinchat 
Redstart 
Redstart 
Redstart 
Nightingale 

23. 9.71 (2'6.3) 
1.10. 71 ! 2J.()) 

22. 8.71 ( 15.7) 
1. 8.71 (11.0) 

14. 8. 71 03.2) 
19. 8.71 02 .. 5) 
31. 8.71 !11.2) 
3. 9.71 ( 12.8) 
5.10.71 (9.5) 
8.1'0.71 ( 13.7) 

11. 9.71 <14.7) 
28. 9.7] 02.7) 

1.10.71 <21.5) 
6. 9.71 (3:0.0) 

2•5. 9.71 ( 24.3) Buskett 
}6, 1·0.71 ( 18.>0) Hal Far 
26.8.71 08.6) Buskett 
15. 8.71 04.4) Buskett 
19. 8.71 06.()) Buskett. 
24. 8.71 04.3) Buskett 
19. 9. 71 f14.6) Buskett 

8. 9.71 ( 14.7) Buskett 
10.10.71 ( 12.8) Hal Far 
Hl.Hl.71 075) Hal Far 
2•6. 9.71 ( 18.1) Buskett 

1.10.71 05.01 Hal Far 
2.Hl.71 Cl9.5) Hal Far 

1 A Reed ·Warbler and 
blers retrapped after 

17. 9.71 (31.5) Hal Far 
a Whitethroat retrapped after 2 days, 5 Subalpine War-
1 - 3 days, and 2 Redstarts retrapped after 1 - 4 days 

showed little or no variation in weight). 
* * * * * * 

3. Re.tr.aps of Breeding Species. 

In the following table, the top line shews the approximate period which had 
elap.>ed between ringing and retrap Cin two cases death). The figures show the 
nu:nber of individuals retrapped in 197J. 

Species 1 yr. Z yrs. 3 yrs. 4 yrs. 5 yrs. ~-~anx Shearwat.er 1 
Cory's Sh2arwater 1 3 3 Storm Petrel 41 21 ~ 7* l'etti's Warbler 3 3 Sardinian Warbler 5 6 2 Specta}l·ed Warbler 1 
Flue Rock Thrush 
Spanish Sparrow 2 3 l 1 

( '') <Jne each cf these Storm Petrels had also been retrapped in 197·0. 

4. Retmps o,t Winter Visitors. 

In the following table, the tcp line shows the approximate period which 
1-tad elapsed between ringing and retrap. The figures show the number of indi­
viduals retrapped in 1971 

Species 1 yr. 
Scops Ow1 

2 yrs. 3 yrs. 4 yrs 

Grey Wagtail !l 
Blackcap 3 
Dartford' Warbler 1 

2 
4 

Chiffchaff lll 
Hobin •5''* 

111 

I *l This bird had also been retrapped alter two years of ringing_ 
''"'') One of these Robins had returned as ear:ly as 29th August. 

1 ,. 

6 

5 yrs. 

3 

In the following table, the tcp line shows the number of weeks which had 
e;apsed between ringing and retrap in the same winter. The figures show the 
number of individuals retrapped in 1971. 
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Species 
Grey Wagtail 
Wren 
Dunn'Jck 
Blackcap 
Chiffchaff 
Firecrest 

5-8 wks. 9-12 wks. 
1 

13-16 wlfs. 17-20 wks. 

. '::tonechat 
f;obin 
Blackbird 
Song Thrush 

1 
6 
2 
1 

22 

1 

1 
l' 

1 
7 
1 

2 

6 2 

The following table gives some wintering retraps with the weight (in gms.) 
:;iven in brackets besides the date. 

Species Ringing Date Date Retrapped Loca:lit;1 
Dunnock 23. 1.71 09.7) 7. 3.71 (24.8) .I:IUSkett 
Bllackcap 24. 1.71 08.2) 9. 4.~~1 f21.2) :auskett 
Blackcap 310. 1.71 07.8) 3. 3.71 (24.5) Buskett 
Blackcap 31. 1.71 07.5) 3. 3.71 {24.1) Buskett. 
Blackcap 6. 2.71 09.0) 9. 3.71 (22.1) Buskett 
Blackcap* 2. 4.71 U8.6) 16. 4.'1'1 (21.6) ~:l·'hadira 

Chiffchaff 2'5.11.70 (6.7) 6. 1.71 (7.9l •Mtahleb 
Chiffchaff 9. 1.71 (6.5) 2<6. 1.n (8.(1) Lunzja;;a 
Chiffchaff l. 2.71 (6.0) 2. 2.'71 (8.0) Busket.t. 
Chiffchaff* 1'0. 4.71 (6.5) 16. 4.'ll. (9.9) Gnadira 
Chiffchaff 4.12.71 (6.8) 29.12.'11 (8.0) Lunzjata 
Chiffchaff 13.12.71 (6.5) 27.12.71 '7.21 Lunzjata 
Chiffchaff 18.12.71 (6.3) 27.12.'71 C:.7) Lunzjata 
Stonechat 8.11.7Q ( 13.0) 24. 1.71 (15.0! Bus}~ett 

Robin 115.11.70 05.0) 11. 1.'71 07.0) Buskett 
Robin 2.11.70 04.7) 24. 1.'71 1•6.·3) Buskcti 
Robin 24. 1.71 08.9) 7. 3.'71 (22.1) Buskett 
Robin 27.12.70 116.9) 14. 2.'71 (19.4) Buskett 
Robin 11.1<0.71 04.8) 19.1G.71 06.4) l.unzjata. 
Robin 31.1>0.71 (1'1.7) 28.12.'711 07.9) Ohadira 
Robin 3.12.71 0>6.5) 12.12.'71 07.7) Slie1na 
Robin 4.12.711 05 5) 9.1•2.71 i116.7l Sliema 
Robin 16.10.71 ( 1>6.2) 19.10.71 08.0) Hal Far 
RDbin 18.110.71 05.2) 24.10.71 (16.3) Hal Far 
Robin 13.Hl.71 C14.0) 7.11.71 f1,6.0) Victoria 
Robin 2.11.71 05.41 24.12.71· (1·8.0) Victori q_ 

Robin 6.11.71 05 · 27.11.71 08.8) Lunzjata 
Robin 24.1'0.7'1 04.2) 4.11.71 (16.0) Buskett 
Robin 28.10.71 04.m 23.12.7J! (1;6.5) G~ad'ra 

Robin 1.11.71 ( 15.5) 19.11.71 ( 18.0l Hal Far 
Blackbird 1.11.71 (8•5:0) 6.11.71 (9•6 .. 01 Hal Far 

These two birds were presumably wintering south of Malta and so may l)e 
re.garded as spring migrants. 
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RECOVERIES IN MALTA OF BIRDS RINGED ABROAD 
The symbols and terms are the same as those usod in the 'Ringing Recove­

ries', With the exception that the term 'juv.' cannot always be relied upon to 
'>ignify a young bird able· to fly freely; owing to lack cf unanimity in the var:ous 
ringing schEmes, this term may sometimes mean a chick or pullus. A number in 
brackets beside the term 'pull.' indicates the size cf the brood . 

AbiJrevia.t;".ons used 
A. Arnhem 

tor ringing stations: 

Bo. Bologna 
H. Helgoland 
Hi. Hiddensee 
Hki. HEl!iinki 

NLGiHT HERON 
Z pull. 
G231142 

+ 
SQUAOGO HERON 
Z. pull. 
G22987'3 

+ 
HONEY BUZZARD 
Hki. · pull. ( 2) 
D-2413·9 

+ 
ELEONORA'S F ALCION 
H. pu'll. 
5115·~e891 + 

:::-<ESil'REL 
p 
F:0-8924* 

p 

FS-7137 

2Y. M. 

+ 
p.j. F. 

+ 

Lj. 
M. 
P. 
St. 
Z. 

Ljubljana 
Moskwa 
Paris 
Stockholm 
Zagreb 

Nycticorax nycticorax KW AKKA 
3'0. 6Ai<9 Drenov Bck/Krapje: 45'18'N; 16"5{l'E, 

(Hrvatska), YlJIGOSlLAVIA. 
18.W.69 Dwejra: 216"0!3'N; 14"i1'6'E (Gozo). 

Arcreola ra!l.loides AGRETT ISIFAR 
1.8. 6.69 Tlkves/BUje: 4•5'.3~YN; 18"43'E, (HrvatskaJ. 

YUGOSLAVIA. 
24. 4.71 Rabat: GI5"5WN; 14"24' E. 

Pernis apivorus KUcCARDA 
2. 8.63 :Ruokola, Palkane; 

(Hame), FINLAINiD. 
61"117'N; 214°2cO'E, 

1. 5. 71 Attard: 315°5WN; 1<4'"2r7'E. 

Falco eleonorae BIES TAR-REGINA 
17. 9.69 iPaximada: 3·5-oliS'N; 26ol5'E, GREECE 
9. 9.71 Buskett: 315°51'N; 14°26'E. 

Falco tinnunculus SlPANJULETT 
21. 4.65 El Haouaria: 3'T'06'N; 111 °02'E, (Cap Bonl. 

TUNISIA. 
0. 3.66 Lija: 315"54'N; 14"27'E. 

14. 4.66 
9.12.66 

ibidem. 
St. Paul's Bay: 3>5°57'N; 14°25'E. 

P. p.j. F. 8. 4.67 ibidem. 
EA913183'0** + 15. 3.63 

:Released at El Ariana 
Nadur: 3'6o02.'N; 14c1'8'E 1Gozol. 

''* Released at Rades. 

COMMON SAN[liPIPER Tringa hypoleucos BEGGAZZINA TAR-ROKKA 
51 °2J3'N; 13ll'E. E. GER-H ad. 18. 7.65 Schirmenitz: 

7003•977 MANY. 
+ 1•8. 5.67 Sliema: 35" 5·B'N; 14 25'E. 
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MEJDITERRANEAN GULL Larus melanocephalus GAWfWIJA RA!SHA SEiWDA 
Orlov Isles.: 46"17'N; 31"45'E, (Tendrovskii 
Bay), U.S.S.R. 

M. juv. 1·5. 6.70 
M-147869 

() 

BLAC'K-HEADED GULL 
z. juv. 
B408822 

+ 

2. 3.7-1 c. 5km. olf S1iema: 315"·69'NI; 14"2,5'E. 

Larus ridioundus GAWWIJA RASHA KA!NNELLA 
1-6. 6.63 Jelas polje: 45"09'tN!; 1'8"0l'E, (Hrvatska), 

YUGOSLANIA. 
14. 1.64 Valletta: •315"64'1N'; 14"31'E. 

SILENIDER-BILLE•D GULL Larus genei GAWWIJA TA' GEDDUMHA RQIQ 
P. PUll. 6. ·6.71 Chott El Jem: ,315" lO'N; 110" 1'5'E, TUNIS'IA. 
EA3~50'7iQ X 11.12.71 Salina !Bay: 315"·5WN; 14"·26'E. 

CAtSIPIAN TERN 
Hk1 pull. 
H-3.8831 

+ 
SJI~NDW]OH TERN 
M. juv. 
P-2:291'75 

+ 
SICOPS OWL 
P. f.g. 
FT1442 

+ 
SAND MARTIN 
A. 1Y 
83;524!1'5 

Z. 
E4171148 

SWALLOW 

v 

ad. 

v 

P. pull. (4) 
4143'37 v 

Hydroprogne tschegrava CIRLEWW A PRIMA 
24. 6.62 Midfjardababan, Eckero: 60"12'N; .19"215'E, 

(Aland), 1FINLAND. 
9. 9.71 Marsaxlokk: 315"4'9'N; 14"3•3'E. 

Sterna sandvioensis CIRLEWWA TAX-XITWA 
1'5. 6.7'0 Orlov Isles.: 46"1o7'N; 3tl "415'E, (Tendrovskii 

LBay), U.S.S.R. 
0. 9.7'0 Marsascala: 3'5"5>2<'N; 14"34'E. 

otus scops ~OKKA 
31. 3.&8 El Haouaria: 37"•0•5'N; ll ".02'E, (Cap Bonl, 

TUNISIA. 
19.1•0.6'3 Dingli: 3t5"5·2"N; 1.4"20'E. 

Riparia riparia HAWWI·EFA TAX-XTUT 
1•6. 8.&9 Westerhcven: 51•'2•!YN; 05'24'E, (Noord Bra­

band), iHOLLA·ND. 
110. 4.71 Ramla Valley: 3t&'103'N; l\4°17'E (Gozo). 

14. 7.70 Perlez: 415" lt2'N; 20"24'E, (Vojvodinal. 
YUGOSLAVIA. 

2. 5.71 Ramla Vaa.Jey. 

Hirundo rustica fiUITAFA 
21. 6.69 Hem: 5W3·9'N; ()'3-" 12'E, (Nord), FRANCE. 
10. 4.71 & 
1'1. 4.71 Ramla Vaa,Jey. 

COLLARED FlJYCA'DGHER Ficeclula albicollis ZANzAREtLL TAL-KULLAR 
St. pull. (5) 25. 6.&9 Atlingbo: 5W29'N; 18'23'E, (Gotland), 
1471327 SWElDiEIN. 

X 12. 9.71 Rabat: 3i5'o53.'N; 14 "2•5'E. 

s.POTTED F'LYCATC'HER Muscicapa striata zANzAREiLL TAT-TIKKI 
Hki. f.g, 16. 8.6-5 Honnakar, Kirkkonummi: 59'56'N; 24"24'E, 
K-272531 (Uusimaa), iFINLANiD. 

v 20. 9.71 Mellieha: •3·5'·5·8'Ni; 14'22'E. 
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G'REENiFINOH 
Bo. f.g. 
H269310•5 

0 

Lj. f.g. M. 
127875 () 

GOL!DFINCIH 
P. ad. F. 
770159 

Z. 
A379908 

() 

ad. M. 

() 

Carduelis chloris VERDUN 
7. 9.6•8 Pedaso: 4!3'05'N; 13' IYO'E, ( Ascoli Piceno), 

ITALY. 
8.11.68 

10. 5.69 
11.12.69 

Xa.gflra: 36-'·03'N; 14"17'E (Gcyzo). 

Ljubljana: 46"{]<3'N; 14'3,0'E, YUGDSLAVIA. 
.Sannat: 3•6'01'N; 14"1\l'E (Gozo). 

Carduelis carduelis GARDELL 
9. 3.6-8 Mendj-ez-el-Bab: 36'3:9'N; 09"4,0'E, (Bizer­

te), TUNISIA. 
24. 3.68 Delimara: 315'49'N; 14"34'E 

11.10.69 Stobrec: 43'3'0"N; 16'3<1'E, lHrvatskal, 
YUGOSLAVIA. 

27.11.69 Birzebbugia: 36'5D'N; 14"34'E. 



MALTA ORNITHOLOGiCAL SOCIETY 

Principles and Aims: 

{a) The Society's main purpose is to initiate, fo~'cH and aid the study 
of avian fauna in accordance with strictly scientific methods, thereby 
hc~lping to increase thE) sum of human •knowledge on 1the subject. 

(b) The Soctety solemnly affirms its belief in the Conservation of 
Nature and will pursue what£•ver actions it deems necessary to en.::ure ade­
c;uate pr-oc-ection of wild-life, and to pr-opagate these ideals i.a the Maltese 
:islands. 

Membership: 

Members ean join the Society and participate in all it.s activities, pro­
vided they subscribe to the aims of the Soci·ety and furthE•r u.nd2nt'ake to 
propaga,te its vliews, each in his .01wn sphere 10f life thu.o .:,preading thE• 
Society's enlightened ideal and awakening a social consciencE• that will 
broo·k no funther deprediation of the living resources of Natuw, es;pedally 
bird3. 

Membership Fees: 

Life Member £15 

M·E•mbers .............................. 15s per annum 

Young Member (under 17) 2s 6d 
Anyone wishing to join the >Societ11 ;is welcome to write to -th:o e-2·3re­

tary. T·h£• Society's Bulletin is se.nt .free to member3 and illnstrat-2d talks, 
.n1eetings and outings are held monthly except during the summer months. 

Malta Ornithological Society Ringing Group: 

The Sodety also has its Bird Ringing :Group. Thi3 Grou:o is t:•:-~gaged in 
studylng the various ruspects of Maltaese Ornithology, and is staffed by 
qualified bird ringer.Y holding a ringing permit from thE· British Trust for 
Ornithology. Ringing Secretary: C. Gauci, IAI Museum .Road Rabat, Malta. 

The Editor welcomes articles, letters and other features bearing on 
any aspect at the Ornithology of the •Maltese Islands and Mediterra­
nean tor publication in this Bulletin. 

The views expressed by contributors are not necessarily those at the 
Editor or the M.O.S. 

Lux •P-rinting Press 
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