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Editor's Note: 
This fifth issue of Il-Merill is no ordinary one !or It is the fruit of several 

years of labour and record keeping. There has been a nu.mber of keen ornitholo­
gists in the past but we doubt if there has been such a constant day to day 
checking of the status of all resident and migrant birds as has been carried 
out by the active members of Malta Ornithological Society in the past four years. 
The results as printed ln this issue are a real contribution to the bird section 
of Natural History and we are rightly proud of this. 

In 1967 the M 0 S issued monthly newsletters which included bird notes. 
These continued to appear in the cyclo-styled Quarterly Bulletin during 1968-69. 
These notes have also been appearing In the last two years in various issues 
of Il-Merill. This issue then contains a comprehensive list of birds for the period 
1967-70. Thus it is now possible to show clearly the present statu.s of birds in 
our islands. 

It has been our custom to print the English and scientific names of each 
species In this Issue the Maltese name is added. This has presented no small 
difficulty as previous authorities .gave one or more Maltese names to the same 
species and often these names varied from one village to another. Many Maltese 
do not know the proper names of a large number of species and we have 
a-ttempted through the efforts of a sul:}-committee to bring some order out of chaos 
and we hope that our list of names will eventually become standardised and 
accepted in local literature. 

Naturally we have been very careful in our acceptance of records and any 
of a doubtful nature have been carefully vetted by the Rarities sul:}-commlttee. 
Quite a number of our records have been obtained by visits to various taxiderm­
ists and we are grateful for their collaboration. 

IL-MERILL NO. 5 AUGUST 1971. 

SYSTEMATIK LIST for 1967-1970 

C. GAUCJ: & J. SULTANA 

( Unle5:S otherwise stated, the dat6s in bracket3 are the earliest and 1atest 
l01r :the four years). 

Little Grebe Pod•iceps ruficollis Blongun zgnir 
Sing.:e birds on 27/10/67, 6/11/138, 11/l:l/68 aJnd 13/10/70. 

Black-Necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis Blongun sekond 
Frequent in winter (2.3/10 - 11/2). V:ery ·early .birds •re:cor:ded on 21/8/67, 
23/8/68 and 12/8/70 

Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus Blongun prim 
Frequent in winter (28/10 - 9/2). Usua1ly !Seen singly, but sometime" up to 
1 together. 

Cory's Shearwater CalonectT·~s diomedia Ciefa 
Summer re3ide:nt (March- October) b<weding pr ineipaHy at Ta' cenc Cliffs 
and en Fil:fi'31. Large numbers .commonly seen offshore, espeeia;lly dJuring 
str.o:n,g north-weste<rly winds. 

Manx Shearw.ater Puffinus puffinus G.arnija 
Summer resident (February- August)., bre.eding •in small ,colonie~'>- 1ar.ge•st 
0f c. 200 pairs- on all Maltese Island:3 . .Seldom ssen near the coast during 
the day. 

Storm Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus Kangu ta' Filfla 
Summ,or re.sident. Large colony breeds on FHfla. No ·evidence Of breeding 
<~ni)"whel'e else in the Maltese Islands. 

Leach's Petrel Oceanodroma Kangu tal-Atlantiku 
leuconhoa 

Eing1e bird.:; caught by fis:her~man c.12 miles off the south coast of Ma1lta o:n 
21 & 26/7/69. ( lS:t and 2nd records for iMalta). 

Gannet Sula bassana Sula 
A few reguJa,rly in winter (16/10- 24/3). SieE•n offshore in parties of up to 5. 
Late' bird on 23/4/67. 

Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo Margun 
Frequent during the winter of 1968-69. Only a f.ew in other winters ( 18/10-
t' i3). Early birds on 24/8/69 and 15/9/6!l (2). Late- immature bird on 4/5/67. 

Shag Phalacrocorax Margun tat-toppu 
aristo·tdis 

Immature bird off 'l\1'Xlokk on 29/6/68. (1st record .for Matlta). 
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Bittern Botaurus stellaris Kappun 
None in 1967, then annual tn au;t.umn (2:5/9- 10/11). On 7 dl3ites tn 1968 a.nd 
1969, and on 2 dates in 1970. So!iltary 3p.ring •recmd: one on 30/4/70. 

Little Bi-ttern lxobrychus .minutus Russett tas-sigar 
Frequent in 3pring (13/4- 20/,5). V.ery few :in autumn (27/8- 6/Hl), but infiu;x: 
on 24-27/9/69 wh-e:n c.30 ·rocorded. US/UJa.llyt solitaJry, but OO!ffiettmes i\l.J.:.O to 4 
together. 

Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax Kwakka 
Very frequent, in •flocks of up to ·50, ;Ln s,pring (11/3 - 27 /'5) a:nd a>UJtrum.n 
(12/8 - 26/10). Heaviest passage on 8/4/6•8. Late biirds on 9 & 16/6/69. 

Squacco Heron Ardeola T(;dloides A,grett ilsfar 
Freq:nE•:J.t in sprtng (8/4- 24/5). S'pomrdiLc, blllt •a.nrmaJ,, in autumn { 14/8-
7/10). Maxililllum fiock 90+ on 26/4/68, otherwise neve·r more ·than 30. Un­
usual biTds oo 11/7/68 (16), 15/6/69 rand 29/6/69. 

Cattle £gcret Bubulcus ibis Agrett teJ -bhejjem 
Flocrk of 14, with one A. ralloides .anrd 10 :e. garzetta, on rocks noor Xlendi on 
19/4/68. :Singles at Merll:Leha on 16/l/r69 and n•ea:r Qormi on 00/4/70. (7th, 
8tlh and 9rth records for iMalta). 

Great White •Eg·cret Egretta alba Russett abjad 
Singles at B'Bugia on 23/3/67 a:nd at iSal:Ln!ar on 1/4/67. 2 in May 1968 and 
one on 30/9/70. (5th, 6th, 7th and 8th rracOT·d3 for iMla!ita). 

Little Egret Egretta garze.tta Agrett abjad 
Frequent in s;,:Jring (13/3 - 20/5) and .a•Uitrurmn (6/B - 5/11). Us'Ual.ly in friorcks 
O·f up to 10 in sprin;g a.nd in flock.s of rUJP to 50 in aUitumn. rSirug:i.e bi11ds on 
13/12/67 and 4/12/69. 

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea Russett griz 
In .s;prtng (28/2- 30/5.), f·r.equent rdurtng 1967 and l'!:f70, but onrly in sma.lil 
numbers in 19·68-69. 1n arutumn (23/8- 11/11), fairly common ramnually 
La.r.gest flock& weDe of 90 and 5r0 on 8/9/68. limmatme bir<fu roeOI'doo a.n­
nurl·Hy {e:::<'creprt tn 19'69) in flock3 of rup to 20, rhetweeon laJte June and la:te 
July. Sin.gles on 2/12;167 and 17/12/68. 

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea Rus~ett ah·mar 
Vrery frequent L11 spr:Lng (14/3- 16/5) and .a.ruturrnn ( 18/8- 2-8/l.O). I.Ja.rgest 
flocks wt~r·e lOO+ on 20/9/70 and GO+ on 31/8/u9. Odd birds on 3/6/67, 25/ 
11/69 (6), .and 9/7/70. 

White Stocrk Ciconia c•iconia Ci.k:•::mja b.11.jda 
Party ·Of 8 ove·r Gozo on 27/4/67 .and Oile 'drt Si.g.giewi Oil 20/8/69. 

Black Stork Ciconia nigra Cikonja sewda 
One at Ma·rsalfom on 5/5/67, 6 ove·r X!a.ghra on 13/9/6'7, 3 over :w;a,rd.ija on 
:::6/4/68 and one .at H 3.!1 Far on 28/9/68. 

SpoonhiU Platalea f.eucorodia Paletta 
Singles on 27/5/68, 14/10/68, 17/4 69 and 7/5/6.9. Two on 161th and one on 
17th Jun;; 1969. 2 on 1/3/70 and 11 on 4/3/70. 
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Glouy Ibis, Plegadis falcinellus '- e; 1 eran 
F'11eqllL€nt, in :parties of ;up to 15, f.ro.m. 8~14/4/68. Verry fev; in othe~· ~>p:ings 
(">n dates ·betwe·en 22/3 ·am.d 27/4. No records in aurtumn 19'67, but ra:~-:s fre­
quent in other aJUtumns (16/8- 29/10). 

Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus ruber Fjarmingu 
One a.t M'Sca·La on. 1/10/69. 

Grey Lag Goose Anser anser Wizza griza 
Few annually in Wintsr. 1967: one on 29/11, 5 on 30/11, and 2 on 28/12. 1968: 
one <:•hot in January, ·bhc•n 5 on 16•th, 2 on 19th :and one on 23rrd iDecrember. 
i969: Party OJf ·c. 25 on 3rd ·and 8 on 5th iDecember. 1970: 3 om 24/12. (On.l::\1 
one previous positive< reeord). 

Vlfhite-Fronted Goose Anser albifrons Wizza tal-maskra h.ajda 
2 'grey geese' flyi ng high over Ta ' Qaii on 28/10/69 belonged probably to 
this specie3. 

Bean Goose Anse;r fabalis Wi·zza tal-ful 
Jnfiu;x in January 1968: oThe on lOith, 7 on 14th, 15 on li5th, 4 on 16th 5 om 
17th, and one on 18th. 2 on 17/2/68. 

Ruddy Shelduck T adorn a f.e.rruginea 
One at Saltna on 27/9/70. (7th record for Mralrta). 

Kuluverl ab.rn.ar 

Shelduck Tadorna tadorna Kuluvert ta!l·salib 
Single:> on 24/11/67, 24/12/67 •zmd 14-15/1/6r8, then regularly in December, 
with 5 occurrences :Ln 1968, 5 in 1969 and 3 in 1:970. Highest 4 rart Sa:lina om 
'7 112/69. Two spring Tecords: Sing1les on 23 & 29/3/69. 

Mallard Anas pl.atyrynchos Kuluvert 
2 on 24-25/11, then unusual :Lnfiu;x between 20/12/67 an.d 18/1;168, with v-ery 
hea.vy paEsage on 14/1. Few from 7/11-26/12/68 (but 30 at M'arsarmxett on 
last date) and from 1,·11 - 31/12/69. Frequrent firom 4/11 - 28/12/7{), with 30 
at DeUmara on 12/12 highesrt. Early birds on 25/'7/·68 (2), 9/8/68, 11/9/68 
(4', 24/8/69, and 15 1 9/70. 20+ art M'f:rca.la on 20/3/70 was 1Jhe only spring 
re.cord. 

Teal Anas crecca SaneUa. 
:2 on 2/1/07. On 6 dates fmm 14/8-26/11/67, then influx between 20/12/67 
'ornd 23/1/68. 1-3 on 5 dateos .from 4-24/12;168 and fa:-01111 1/11-·26/12/69. In 
1970, sin<sles on 27/1 a.nd 2;10, rt.hen on 8 darte:s fTom 29/1'0 to 15/12, with 20 
011 last date higiherst. 

Gadwall Anas strepera Kuluvert griz 
One at Qawra, Point on 24/12/68. 

"Wigeon Anas penelop-e Silfjun Ewropew 
One on 17 /l/r67, ·then unusual lll!rg·e lm.fiU<X: between 28/11/67• a.ru!. 18/1/68, 
with heavy passage on 14/1. Singles on 6 dates from 23/11 ~ 15/12/68 and 
0n 6 dates .from 28 10- 31/12/69. 2 on 20/10/70. :Siolitary srpring record: one 
on 3/3/69. 
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Pintail Anas acuta Silfjun 
Annual in autumn and winter (11/9- 15/12). On 2 dates in 1967, 5 dates in 
1968, 6 dates in 1969 1amd 11 daJtes in HnO. Rig~hest 6 on 11/9/68 <Vnd 3 on 
18-19/9/70. Thme sip'ring records: sing11e ma1,EI3 on 30/3/67, 28/2/69 and 
7/3/69. 

Garganey Anas querquedula Sarsella hamra 
On a few dates in .spring (5/3 -·20/·5), out none in 19·68. Htghest 50+ on 
21/3/69 and 18 on 1:6/5/70. In :autumn, annlllal and frequentt (:Ln parties of 
up to 9) on dates between 29/7 and 3/10, but till 27/10 in 1969. Only winter 
records wer.e 2 o:n 8/21'69 and singles on 22/11/69 and 17/1/70. 

Shoveler Anas clypeata 1Pa:lettuna 
Smal.ll :Lnf1ux in iMiarch 1967: 1 on 14th, 3 on 21,st and 5 on 22nd. Singles on 14 
& 25/12/67, 17/1/68, 28/8/169, •and 12 & 29/1.2/69. 

Marbled Teal Anas angustiroatris 
2 at M'Xlokk on 25/7/68. (4th r.ecord for Mailta). 

Sarsella mnaqqxa 

Pochard Aythya f.flrina 1;\.rajmla. 
Sing>les on 27/8 and 23/12/67. In 19·68, 2 on 14/1 amd simg1les in 16/1, 9/10, 
28/10 and 1/11 . .None in-1969. In 1970, .rocon:ted OiiJ. 25/1, 10/9 (2), 7/11 and 
12/12. 

White-eyed Poclhard Aythya nyroca Brajmla t'gnajnha 
bajda 

RecoDded on 28/2, 22/3 and 2.2/11/67; 22 & 26/4/68; 27/1, 9/3 and 20/5/69; 
18/3, 19/10 and 21/12/70. Sin.g.l,es, (•xcept on 27/1/69- two. 

Red-Breaded Mergus serrator Serra 
Merganser 
1-3 re:cords e-a.ch <Wlm1ter (5/11- •6/1,2). :Nov•e.r 1Il10l'ie tlhan. ;two 1:.og'ether. 

White-headed Duck Oxyura leucocephala 
One shot in January 19,67. (2nd r&cord for MaJta). 

Brajmla raslha bajda 

O!!prey Pandion haliaetus Arpa 
Smalli numbers ann•ual,ly in .• spring ~20/3- 1,5/5) and 'J!ll1Jwmn (W/8- 4/11). 
Spring: 1 date in 1967, 4 dates in 1968, 2 da:tes i•n 1969 :and 8 dates in 1970. 
Autumn: 5 dates in 19<67, 5 dates in 1968, 7 elates in 1969 and 4 :daJtesin 1970. 
Best day was 27/9/70, when 4 were logged. 

Honey Buzzar-d Per:nis apivorua Kuccarda 
Fr·eq.u·ent i.ru .spring (26/3- 12/6), w.Lth marked [paOOatges on 7/5/68, 6-10/5/69 
&.nd 3-4 & 10/5/70. Much more ,fr.equent in autumn ( 16/8- 25/10): Peak 
·u.su.ally from, mdd-S:eptember to early October. Best days were• 19/9/69 (78), 
19/9/70 (64), 24/9/70 (100), t3nd 27/9/70 (150)- au ,counted over Buskett. 

Red Ki·te Milvus milvus Ailtun anmar 
On,e at B'Kara on 27/9/70. (2nd record ::>im.ce 1904). 

Black Kite Milvus migrans A:stun iswed 
A few 1n sprtng (except in 1968) on date;; bletwtten 19/3 and 1/5, bU't 16 over 
Ta' Qali on 5/4/70. More f.requent jn autumn ( 5/8- 29/9), w~th 2 dates in 
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1967, 6 in 1968, 5 in 1969 .and 10 in 1970. butumn 1970 was the bes•t, with 20 
b-irds -lO@gO:l. 

Sparrow Hawk Accipite1r nisus Sparvier 
F1ew (f·emales predominating) ann:ual.ll)'' in auturr1n (25/9- 2/11). Hi1ghest 5 
at Buskcett on 30/9/69 . .Singl·e:> on 7/4/69 and 1/5/70. 

Buzzard Buteo buteo Kucearda prima 
5 .single:s 1n 1967: on 21/4 ,29/4, 20/9, -:ei4/9 and .28/9. None in 196·8. In 1969, 
on 5 dwte<s betw.een 1/10 a.nd 7/11, .ancl one- on 25/12. One on 26/3/70. 

Booted Eagle H1ieraaetus pennatua Ajkla tal-kalzetti 
Singles near Victoria on 16/10/68 and at IJu;nz;jata on 5/10/69. (2nd and 3rd 
records f01r Malta). 

Lesser Spotted Eagle Aquila pomarina Ajkla tat-tikki 
Single birds at L-Ahrax on H/10/67, at Mgan on 29/9/70 and at Di.ngli 
Clins o:n 23/10/70. (8th, 9th, and lOth rc•cords for Mlalta). 

Short-Toed ·Eagle Circaetus gallicus Ajkla bajda 
Sing.l€6 at Buskett on 5/10/67, alt Salib tal-Gho.lj:a on 21/9/68, a.t Hal Far on 
1/10/69, at .S:aJ.ib tal-Gho,lja on 18/9/70 and at IM:istra on 13/12/70. 

Hen Harrier Ci-rcus cyaneus Bugnadam abjad prim 
Few ann:ual:ly in spring (30/3- 1;'5), with one .Ln 19,67, 6 in 19:68, OiiJ.e in 1969 
~md 4 in 1970. Twice in amtumn: on 23/8 and 28/9/68. 

PaUid Harrier Circus macrourus Bugnadam abjad 
F1ai!rly f~eqruoo.t 1n tSpriin.g (13/3 - 213/4), but .warce in 19,67, wth€n only· 4 re­
corded. Only S autu!illill m:::ords: .sin.gie b:Lrds on 30/8 and 23/10/68 and on 
20/10/70. 

Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus Bugnadam griz 
Freqilllent in spring (5/4 -11/5) with 1969 the best }'ie•ar (over 34 'logged). 
Few an-nually In aurtmmn (21/8 ~ 1/'10), with 6 dates in 1969· highest. 

Marsh .Harrie1r Circus aentginosus Bugnadam anmar 
Fvequ.e.nt tn r&JJri~g (usua.Uy sin.gl}'! but SOIIl1etimes in parr-ties of up ·to 7) on 
-dates between 28/2 and 7/15. 1Elamly bird on 15/2/69. LSJte birds on 30/5 and 
1/6/69 and 18/6/70. In aubumn only on 6 and 5 dates :in 19.67 and 1969 re3-
pective.1y, but.tvequent in 1968 and Hl70.IN!Iain autumn passag€1 in Siepteunber, 
\vitlh extreme dates hein:g 16/8 and 4/11. · 

E.gypti.an Vulture Neophron percnopterus Avultun abjad 
Singlo.s at Xaghra on 14/12/6'1, Miosta on 18/9/69 and at Hal Far on 5/3/70. 

Saker Falco cherrug Bies ta' rasu bajda 
'\?:ery few recorded annually: 19'67: sintg1es on 1/5 .and 11/12. 1963: singles 
on 20/1, 6/11, 26/11 a111d 9/12. 1969: one on 29/10. 1970: one on 18/9. (Only 3 
pveviou.s •r·e-cords). 

Peregrine Falco pen!grinus Bies 
2-3 :pai,Ls res1dent throug:hout the fou:r y;ears. Yolllng bir.ds frequentJy seen 
between July and November. 
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Hobby Falco subbuteo Seqer tal-liamni·eqa 
General·ly very f•requent in spring (21/3 -~ 19/6)- peaks were 14 and 18 on 
25/4 and 29/4/70 !respectiv·e·ly. •Itn .larger numbers in auturmn- :late August to 
e'aiTly October. Odd bi.rds on .several occasions in Ju·ly and August. Autumn 
peaks "were 50+ Dn 3 dates in ear1y October 1967, 45 on 27/9/68, 30+ on 
30/9/69 and 25 Dn 29/9/70. Last autumn date: 26/10/67-68. 

Eleonora's ·Falcon Falco eleonorae Bies, tar-regina 
RecDrded annuaUy. 1967: on 4/5, 4/6, 19/6, 24/6, 13/8, 20/9 and 28/9. 1963: 
on 24/5,9/6 and 12/7. 1969· on 27/5,8/6, 11/7, 23;7 and 13/9. 1970: 19/4,28/4, 
23/5, 23/8, 8/9, 14/9, 18/9, 21/9, (2) and 23/9 (2). (Deseribed by all previous 
Maltese Drnithologists as accidental). 

Medin Falco colmnbarius Seqer ta' denbu 
Few recordoo ann~JJauly in late autumn (215/10- 9/11): 1 in 19•67, 5 in 1968, 4 
in 1969 and one in 1970. 3 in winte-r: 19/12/68, 6/1/69 and 7/12/70. 2 in 
spring: 3/4/69 and 20/3/70. 

Red-footed Falcon Falco vesp'1~rti.nus Zumbrell 
Annual and very frequent in spring (14/4- 16/5), with regu,l·ar 'good' pas­
sages, heaviest on 22/4/68 and 25/4/70. Od-d birds recordc•d as ,Jate as 10/7. 
Sporadic but annuil!J in autumn (25/9- 11/10), with 6 in 1969 hlgheEtt. Late 
bird on 27/10/67. 

Lessecr Kestrel Fa leo naumanni Spanjulett sekond 
Frequent in 31)ring (2612 - 22/5) 21nd autumn (3/9 - 12/10), but scarce in 
a,utrumn 1967 and 'spring 1969 .. seen singly or in sma,11 C!Jarties. Early birds on 
3/2/67,and 20/8/68. LatE:' !birds on 27j10/G7. rEtest da,ys •wer·e 30/9 and 1/10/69 
v,ith 10 and 13 respectively over Bus~ett. 

Kestrel Falco tinmmculus Spanjulett 
Common in :o:Jr:ng (March- May) and au,tumn (Septembe~r - Octobetr). 
AnlnrlLal and frequent in winter. Odd bi.rds sE:•:on annually thmughcut the 
summer. Peak& were 24/9/69 (80), 27/9/69 (30) 11md 30/9/69 (30). 

American Kestrel Fa leo sparverius Sp.anjulett Amerikan 
Immature female at tal-Handaq on 14/10/67. (1st rewr-d for Malta- full 
description :was given in the M.O.S. Quarterly HultJ,etin, Vol. 1 No. 2, :p. 9). 

Sooty Falcon Falco concolor Zumhrell Gfi.arhi 
.Siecond yeaJr bird (in •company of .two o1t.lwr unicten.tific•i faJcDns) at tal-Han­
.claq on 17/8/70. {l:s•t record for .Maltn:-~fuU desailptUon 1ap.pera.red in ''il­
Menll" No.3, pp. 10-11). 

Quail Coturnix coturnix Surnrni·ena 
Fairly •common in spring (March to mid-•Maty•) a,nd a,utJUmn ,(.mi•d-,Au.gust to 
:-:1id.-N<Jvu:nb2:). Few annuaEy in winter .. !:;poradic in summer. 

Crane Grus gJI"UII Grawwa 
Rec;ular. in pJrties of u~J to 17, in autumn (7/9- 4/11): On 8 dates in 1967, 
:J dates in 1968, 6 datt,es in 1969 and 9 dat0s in 19'70. Two wink:r record3: 
14/1/68 (2) and 2/12/70 (3). Flock of c. 400 ove-: Sr:t'ina on 20/3/70. 
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Water Rail RaUus acquaticus Gallozz tax-xitwa 
FTe:pent in autumn (1st date 8/10) with a few remaining to winter annurul­
ly. A few repass in ea.IW spring (last dat£• 19/3). Hig;hest 4 at Lunz,}ata on 
5/12/70. Unusually early bird at Wied il-Luq ,from 24/8/70 onwards. 

Spotted Crake Porzana porzana Gallozz tat,tikki 
Fa:irrly frequent in spring (5/3 -13/4). In E:ma.ller numbers tn autumn (10/9 
- 27/10). but none in 1967. A:n unusuaLly ·e,arly tbird •at Wi.ed il-Luq on 7/8/70 
lta.yed t1lJl :the end of the Ylear. 

Li-ttle Crake Porzana parva Gallozz zgtiir 
;n311 nurr:;be::s regularly in spring (18/3- 11/5), but in largeir nrl.l.m!Yeil\llin 

1968 whE:•:n <wer 25 recorded. Oniq twv- autumn ree01rds: one on 23-24/8/70 
and one (found dead) on 5/9/70. Unusual bitrd a.t Gnadira. on 23/12/69. 

Baillon's Crake Porzana pusilla GaUozz tal-faxxi 
One a,t Salina on 29/11/67, one at Chadwick Lakes on 23/4/68, 2 at Ma.rsa 
on 13/5/168, one near Qonmi in <Mlal'ch 1970, and on-e at RamJta VaHey on 
2/5/70. 

Corncrake Crex crex Gallozz a'fimar 
A few (1-5 rc•::OI'ds) annually in .spring (2fJ/3- 14/5) and autumn (4/10-
21/11). 'Early bird on 22/8/67. 

Moorhen Gallinula chloropus Galloz iswed 
Fairuy com:m()([l in spring (9/3 -31/5) and autulilln (26/8- 21/11). A f·ew 
c;.nn111ally in ...-v-tnter. Odd bi.rds on 18/'6/'67 and 8/8;168. 

Coot Fulica atra Tigiega tal-baliar 
Reg.ula•r and frequent in autumn and winte•r (29/9- 1/3). Higihest 9 a:t G:l'la­
dira on 1-2/1/67 and 7 ·a1t <Marsa Cre·ek on 14/ljr68. 

Oystercatdher Haematopus ostralegus Gallina tal-hatiar 
Singles at Raii111la Bay on 11/4/67 and 1/7/67, at St. PauJ's Bay tn ea;rly A,pril 
196•8, at Manoe<l I.:>Ie on 7/8/68 and rut iM'JGokk on 13/3/70. 

Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula Monakella pri•ma 
Fre[J:uent in spring (12/4 - 31/5), -except tn lt968, when only one recorded. 
Annual ·and mol'e froqu.ent in autumn (.2i!/7- .5/11). Maximum 6 •a1t Slalina 
on 7/5/69. Ea.niy birds on 28/3/69, 17 & 22-23/3/70, in spring; .and on 13/7/69 
!n autumn . 

Little Ringed Plover Charadr.ius dubius Mona,kella 
Common in spring (5/3- 16/5, but till30;15 in 1967), with up to 20 frequ.:mtly 
at Gl'ladira, Salina and Hal Far. In wut111mn (25/7 - 27/10, burt fmm 11/7 
in 1970) 1COillii110n in 1969, hut otherwi•se- in Slill[l!IU,err n.umbe:rs, with 16 at Slalin'a' 
on 11/9/70 highest. Odd birds on 1!5/7/69 (3); ~and 2/7/70 :(4). Fdve winrt:er 
reeords: 17/12/'67; 18 & 21/11/69: 9-10/12/70: and 24/12/70. 

Kentish Plover Charadrius Monakella saqajha 
alexandrinus suwed 

Few m::orde,d annually: 1967 : 2 on 19/3 .3Jnd one on 9/8. 1968: 2 on 24/3 and 
one on 10/4. 1969: One on 16-23/4 (2 on 18th) and one on 22/11. 1970: One 
on 15/3, 3 on 2/4, singles on 10-24/4, 6/5, 19/12, and 4 ori 25/12. 
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Caspian Plover Charadrius asiaticus Birwina tal-Asja 
Male at M'Xlokk on 19/7/68. (3•rd recmd for Malta). 

Dotterel Eudromias morinellus Birw.ina 
E:mall infl.u20es frequ.r>:J.t in acut>umn (28/8- 29/11). Se·en in .small pa.rties of 
up to 8. V2ry scarce but annual in spring (4/3-26/4), with single dat.es in 
1967 and 1968, 2 da1t2s in 1969 and 5 dates in 1970. ·S!Pring maEmum: 6 on 
21/4/67. 

'; \ 

Golden Plover Pluvialis apric.aria Pluviera 
F'airly common from late October to Dc·~·ember, with smaner numbers till 
early March. Few till 26/3 in 1967 and till 31/3 in 1968. Floc.k of 30-100 
wintered annually at Hal Far. Odd birds on 10/5/68 and 9/9/69. 

Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola Pluviera paj;tarda 
Sporadic in spri.ng and n.1tumn; !recorded on 3/5/67, 5/5/68, 1/5/69 (2), 
25/5/69 (2), 8/10/69 and 17/11/70. 

Lapwing Vanellus vanellus Venewwa 
Fa~rly .common tn autumn and winter- mid-Ootobe.r to mid-Fehrua.rj. Ex­
ceptionally heavy pa.s3ages, with flocks of u~ to 80, on 13-14 & 22/12/67 and 
on 14-15/1/6>8. Flock wintered mgula,nly at Hal Far with a maximum o;f 350 
in winter 1967;'68, but only 30 in 1969/70. Late birds on 3/3/67, 7/3/68 •zmd 
1/3/70 ( 6). 

Spur-Winged Plover Vanellus spinosus Venewwa tal-ixpruni 
One at sea off M'Xlokk on 16/9/67. (2nd record for Malta). 

Turnstone Arenaria interpres Monakella irnperjali 
Annraal in spring (29/4- 15/6). On 8 da:t.e:s in 1>967, 5 da1t,es in 19-68, 9 dates 
in 1969 and 3 dates in 1970. Maxin1Uim 20 at 'il-Blata' on 10/5/68, othe•rwise 
n·ever :more than 4 toget:her. Ln autumn, recorded only in 1967: single bh'd3 
on 20, 27 & 30/8 and on 25/9. 

Little Stint Cal•1dris minuta Tertuxa 
Gammon, in flocks of .up to 50, in spring (19/3- 8/6) and •a1utumn (12/7-
29/10). Ferw r.e.gulal11y in November and one on 1·6/12/67. 

Temminck's Stint Calidris temminckii Tertuxa griza 
A f:ew regularly in s.pri•ng (14/4 -16/5) .a1nd autu:mn (27/7- 20/9). Freq.uenlt 
in autumn 1969 (13 d8Jte.>). Highest 4 on 9/8/'68 and 3 on 10/9/68. 

Dunlin Calidnis alpina Beggazzina tat-Tizz 
Irregular in spri.ng (15/3- 15/5), with .2 dates in 1967, 17 dates in 1969 and 
c,ne- dat·· c!\ 1970. Highest 10 at Salina on 9/5/69. F\requent in autumn (19/7-'-
17 /10). Ouu ::- rc13 regu>larly in Nocvember •and IDee-ember. 

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea Beggazzina li.amra 
Frequent in spring (19/4- 22/5) and aut;umn (5/8 - 8/9) Highest 8 at Sa­
!ina on 16/5/67. 

Knot Calidnis canutus Girwiel ta' saqajh qosra 
One at Salina on 17/9/67. (3rd record for MaMa). 
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Sanderling Calidris alba Pispisella bajda 
F·ew m~orded annually: 1967: 2 on 16-17/5. 19·68: sbgles on 10/9 .and 27/10. 
1969: sing!eo; on 4/8 and 18/8. 1970: singles on 5/5 ·and on 9-14/5 (hut 3 on 
11th). 

Ruff Philomachus pugnax Girwiel 
Common in spring ( 4/3 - 12/6), wiuh !52 on 2/4/70, 50 on 19/3/67 and 23 on 
4l6/67 highest. In slightly smaller numbers in autumn (8/8- 24/10). One 
on 6/12/69 

Buff~Breasted Tryngi.tes subruficollis Girwiel Amerikan 
Sandpiper . 
One, in ·Company of 3 P.pugnax, at Marsa 1/10/68. (1st record for MaHa). 

Spotted Redshank Tr·inga erythropus Cuvett 
1-3 on a few dates annua,Uy in spring (:1/3- 25/'5) and autumn {4/8 -- 4/10), 
exc£<pt in a,UJttumn 1970, when none recorded. 1968 wa:.> •the be~St y·ear, with 7 
dG,tes :i>n £•ach s·eason. Odd bird.:; on 6/12/67 and 21/6/70. 

Redshank Tringa t·otanus PluveroH 
Frequent in spring 1968, on 5 dates in 1969 and on 4 dates in 1970 ('6/3-
10/5). F'ew ann.uar~,Jy in .summer (17/6 -- 11/7). :Un autumn, f•requent botwe-en 
19/7 and 30/10. F'ew also amnually in winte1r, w1th an unusuaJ influx on 
13-21/1/68. 

Marsh Sandpiper lrringa st!tgnatilis Cewcewwa zgnira 
One on 28/6/67; 2 on 1-,5/4 ·and one on 14-17/4/68: one on 1/4, 8-9/4 and 
30/8/69; a.nd one on 12/4/70. 

Greenshank Tringa nebularia Cewcewwa 
Ferquent in spring (21/3 -12/5) and autumn (16/7- 28/9), but rather 
scarce in 1967. Highe2t 20 at M'Scala on 20/8/69 and 18 at Ml'!Scala and Sa­
.lina on 31/8/69. Odd bi·rd on 27/11/69. 

Green Sandpiper Tr•inga ochropus Swejda 
Fairly common in spring .(20/2- 2/5j.z.nd •Jflltumn (19/7- 4/10). Highest 
P on 9/8/67 and 8 on 20-21/B/68 at Salina. Very -early autumn record o.n 
4/7/70 (4). Twice in winter: on 1/1/68 and 3/1/69. 

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola Pespus. tal-bahar 
F'airly common i.n S0JTing (24/3 - 31/5·) and autumn (25/7 - 30/9), but in 
smaUer numbe·r at both s£'.l.sons in 19'70. Highest 80 on 21/8/68 and 27 on 
24/8/69 at :Sa.Ji.na,, '2:nd 25 on 22/4/68 at Ghadira. Very ear,ly autumn bird3 on 
1 & 11/7/70. 

Common Sandpiper T'ringa hypoleucos Beggazzina tar-rokka 
Fairly common in spring (21/3- 31/5) a'nd autumn (13/7- 9/10). High.est 
25 at Salina o:n 11/4/69 and 15 at Ramla Bay on 19/8/67. SL"1gle birds on 
27/6/68 and 18/6/69. 1-3 near Marfa fmm 20/12;'69 to 30/1/70. 2 at M'31IWel 
Isle from 28/10 to 31/12/70. 

Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus Beggazzina tax-xifa 
One at Delimara on 28/8/70. (2nd recmd for Malta). 
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Black-Tailed Godwit Limosa l'imosa Girwiel prim 
Annual, l::mit in irregu,1ar numbers, :im spring (4/2-16/4): 5 da.tes in 1967, 4 
dates in 1968, 8 dates in 1969 and one c.a:te in 1970. rSporadic in ,flJutumn rand 
winter: 22/8/67 (5), 11/1/69, and 13/9/69. 

Bar-Tailed. Godwit Limosa lapponica Girwiel ta' denbu 
bl-istrixxi 

Singles on 5 dates at Salina: from 13/9 to 9/10/67. One near lrJ:ellieha on 
4/9/59. (Only 3 previous n·~orcLs). 

Curlew Numenius arquata Gurlin 
Jn 1967, singrles on 26-28/3 amd 2 on 2;'12. NQne in 19r68. In 19,59, singles on 
13/8, 9/10 allld 4/12. In 1970, pas1~1g'e on :l0/3, >vith cne over Gozo, 3 ov,er Gha­
dira 'd1nd 'several' reported ovE•r Salina. ALso one on 8/12. 

Slender-Billed Curlew Numenius tenuirosiris Gurlin ta' geddumu rqiq 
SingJ,e bkds on 20/10/67, 9/8/68 and 1~5/8/68. 

Wihimbrel Numenius phaeopus C.urlin zgfiir 
Single bircLs on 15/4/67, 24/9/67, 27/3/r69, 10/9/69 and 26/7/70. 

Woodcock Scolopax 1msticola Gallina 
Frequent in autumn fHJ!ffi mid-October 1to Irate November, wit.h odd birds 
log~g~ed regu.larJy later (ti!J 13/2). Marked in[Jm:&e& on 21/11/67, 24/11/68, 
4/11/70 and 27-.28/11/70, with over 20 recorded on 1each ,C',21te. On 3 dwtes in 
spring: 24/3/68 (2), 29;'3/68 and 3/3/70 .. 

Snipe Gallinago gallinago Bel~:kacc 
F.requent in .autumn, winteT a!I1d .'lpring on dates betwee-n 20/9 and 7/5. se~e111 
s:ngly or in rp.arties of up to 4 .. Vf)ry ~early autumn birds on 19 & 28/8/67, 
29/7/68, 31/7/70 arnd 28;'8/70. 

Great Snipe Gallinago media Bekkacc ta 'Mejju 
Few anamally in spring (4/3- 6/5): On one date in 1967, 6 datE•s in 1968, 9 
dates irn 1969 .and 6 dates in 1970. 

Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minima Ciniwnja 
On 1-2 da,te,s annu·z1lly; in spring (10/3 - 23/4). !In Jrate au,trumn and wtnter 
(15/10- 18/1), on 5 dates in 1967, 6 da1t,es i·n 1968, 9 dat-es in 1969 and 7 
dates in 1970. Singles except on 8/12/70 (2). 

Black,Wingea Stilt Himantopus himantopus Fras-servjent 
Few annually in spr1ng (11/3 13/5): 1-2 on 3 dates in 1967,6 dates in 
1968 and 1969, .and 3 da1t£•s 1n 1970. One .stayed at Ghadira .from 16/3 to 
ll/4/68. One on 2/7/67. 

Avocet Recurvirostra avoseU:a Xi fa 
2 at Qawra on 6/9/67 and one at sa,Jina on 10/12/67. 

Grey Phalarope Phalarcpus fulic.o:rius Baruza griza 
Singlre birds at M'2Clo,kk Bay on 25/12/69 and at Qawra on 16/11/70. (1st 
and 2nd r·ecoDds for Mal,ta.) 

Red-Necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus Baruza 
One alt. a rain-.pool at Qor.mi on 12/9/138. (2nd record for MaMa). 
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Stone Curlew Burh•inus G·edicnemus 
Fairly f,requent, u&uaii'Y :si:ng.J,y but so,metianes up to 3 
(10/3- 18/5) and autru.mn (29/9- 30rll). BBst days 
26/10/69, with 8 logrg.ed on ea.ch occl3:sion. 

Tellerita 
together, in spring 
wer;e 7/10/57 and 

Cream-Coloured Courser Cursorius cursor Nankina 
Singles on 30/4/'68, 4/5/68, 21/5/68, 30/4/59, 2'5/4/70, 26/5/70, and 14/6/70. 

Pratincole Glareola pratincola Pernicjotta 
A few annually in spring ( 4/4- 16/5): 1-3 on one da.te in 1967, 4 dates in 
1968, 3 dates in 1969 and rC. 10 daJtes 1n 1970. IImfiruiX on ·6-.7 /5/68, wLth 6 
lo.gged. Oc'd b~rd rut Salina on 28/6/67. 

Great Skua Stercorarius skua 
One at sea olf M'Xlokk 31/1/69. ·(2nd rrecomd fm t:Ma!l1ta). 

Ciefa kbira 

Poma:r:ine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus Ciefa ta' denbha 
Singles ofi-s:ho-re om 25/7/67, 12/10/67; 11/11/67, 30(9}68, 27/4/69, and 
4/12/69. (Only 4 previous r·ecor.<:is). 

Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus Cie.fa tal-Artiku 
One at seai olf M'Xlokk on 31/1/69. (2nd record fa:r Malta). 

Long-Tailed Skua Stercorarius Ciefa ta' denblha twil 
lcmgic.audatus 

Sinrg.J.e bil'ds caught by fishe,n:nen orr ithe< sou~th c·oast Ln Octobrer 1amd on 1st 
Nov€mber 1967. (1st records for ;Marlta). 

Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus Gawwija raslha sewda 
Fairly ·common in winter, arriving between. 4-21/12. il:Jast daJte wa<> 26/0/69. 
P·8'J1ks vari£•d eaclh y~ear, with 200 in 1966/67, 600 in 1967/68, 80 in 1968/69 and 
20 in 1969/70. 

Little Gull Larus m.inutus Gawwija zgfiira 
t\ f·ew annua],Jy1 in winter: one on 3/2/67; 1-3 on 3 dates f·rom 23/12/67 to 
28/1/68, singles on 5 .dates from 11/12/68 to 1/1/69; and 1-2 on 5 dates frorrn 
3/1 to 16/3/70. In muoh larg€r numbers f,rom 5-31/12/70, wHh a peak of 40+ 
o.ff De!Lmara on 22-23/12. (Similar influxt<s hav.e b€en recorded by Wright 
and D'Andria). 

Black-Headed Gull Larus ridibundus Gawwija rasha kannella 
Very common in winter, w:1t1h u;p to 1,500 fnequerntly in Grand Harbour dur­
ing strong winds. Extreme d'21t.es were 27/11 and 19/4, with unusuaUy early 
birds on 18/8 and 11/9/67 and 9/11/69. 

Slender~Billed Gull Larus gen.ei Gawwija ta' geddumiha 
rqiq 

Annua,J visitor in small nUt.'llbers in autumn wnd winte•r: On~e on 3/11/67; 1-2 
on &even datc•3 from 15/8/68 Ito 20/1/69; on1e on 28/1/70 wnd singles on ll /8, 
13/8 and 1/9/10. 

:Lesser Black~Backed Larus fuscus Ga wwija daihrha is wed 
~Gull 

F'reqruernt, us.ua,:.ly in parties of up to 4, in wiinter (27/12- 1/4). Uute bird.s on 
11/5/68, 6/5/70 and 22/5/70. V·ery unusua1 b~rd .at M'Scala on 22/6/68. 
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Herring Gull Larus argentatus Gawwija prima 
Up to 150 pa:i:rs resident. N:umibens amg~ment.etd in wi,nter, with maximum of 
600 in Grand Ha,rbour on 6/2/68. 

Audouin's Gull Larus audouinii 

One at Selmun on 21/11/68. (4th record for Malta). 

Gawwij-a geddumha 
ahmar 

Black Tern Chlidonias niger Cirlewwa sewda 
V·ery frequent in the autumns of 1968 and 1970, with smaHer numbers in 
19'67 and 1969. Extreme dates were 29/7 and 28/9. Maximum 4 a.t Salina on 
5/8/68 3Jnd 1/9/70. One off Qawra on 6/5/70 was the only spring record. 

Wfhite-Winged Black Chlidonias leucopterus Cirlewwa tal-gewnan 
Tern abjad 
A few (up to 5 d'a1tes) annua,iJy in spring( 29/4- 8/6), with 5 on 2/5/68 a.nd 3 
on 8/6/68, at Salina, highost. In .autumn 1-2 on tlhree ·date3 fTorm 19/8 to 
12/9/68 and on,thr.ee date·s from 15-28/8/70. Unusual,ly; late bird on 29/10/68. 

Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrMa Cirlewwa bil-nmstacci 
One at Salina on 29/5/69. 

GuH~Billed Tel"n Gelochelidon nilotica Cirlewwa geddumha 
ohxon 

One at Ghadira on 24/4/68, 13 off neltmara on 20/3/70, one at B'Bugia on 
3/6/70, '2.1!l.d one at Slalina on 27/8/70. 

Caspian Tern 

2 at Ramla Bay on 13/9/67. 

Hydroprogne 
tschegrava 

Cirlewwa prima 

Sandwich Tern S.terna sandvicensis Cirlewwa tax-xitwa 
Fai·rly frequent in .a;;utumn •and winte·r (8/10- 27/1). Odd btr.ds oc·casiona]]y 
wcorded earlier: 18/7/69, 25/8/70, 31/8/68 and 23/9/69. In spring one on 
23/3/68; tl.Ock of lOO+ off Gamino on 20/4/·69 and 21 off De.ldlmaru: on 
20/3/70. (Most of 80+ and 20+ terns seen of:f iDelimar.a on 20-21/3/70, pro­
bably belonged to this spedes). 

Common Tern Sterna hirundo cirlewwa tal-bahar 
Stngle birds •a1t M'Xlokk on 21/7/67 and 3/6/68, and off Ri-ca.soli on 11/9/68. 
2 off De:Umara on 30/3/70 and one at M'Xlokk on 9/5/70. 

Little Tern Sterna albifrons Cirlewwa :Zgnira 
One< on 23/5/67, 2 on 16/9/68, and singles on 15/4/69, 2/6/69, and 31/5/70. 
All a•t M'Xlok·k ,except on last date - at Gnejna Bay. 

Razorhill Alca torda Mus tal-bahar 
4 r.ecorded in December 196·9: one .at zonqm Point on 6th, and singl.es at 
Gzira Point, iM''Scala and M'Xlokk B3ry on 9th. (1st records 3ince• 1912). 

Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus Tudun 
1-2 on two dates annually in spring (23/3 - 29/4). In autumn (29/9 -
28/11), on one date in 1967, 3 dates in 1968, 7 ·dates in 1969 and 14 dates ii1 
1970. Odd birds on 9/1/67, 14/1/67, 1/7/69 a:nd 6/9/69. 
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Stock Dove Columba oenas Tudun tas-sigar 
Sing.1e birds a,t Lija on 1·6/10/Ei7 and at tal-Hamdaq on 21/10/68. 

Rock Oove Columb!l~ livia Tudun t•al-gebel 
A f·e·w bkds of a s&:•"'llingily pu,re strain ( tYlptcal plUJmage) prec.'>enlt along the 
we-ste,rn and southern sea-clilLs of Malta and Gozo. 

Collared Dove Streptopel,ia dec.aocto Gamiema tal-kullar 
Singles at Lunzjata on 29/4/6'7 and ·a1t Tal-Handaq on 3/5/69. (2nd a:nd 3T<d 
records for Ma,lta). 

Palm Dove Streptopelia Gamiema tal-ilwien 
senegalensis 

One at Wied 1-Abjad on 1/11/70. (4th ;n~cord for Ma.lita). 

Turtle Dove Streptopeli<z turtur Gamiema 
Very common tn spring with pe.ak fr()lm mid-IApril to early May, when a few 
very he:aX'J passage.:; Pecorded annually. In sm•c.uJ(•r n-umbeTs .in autumn, with 
on,Jy occasional. heavy passage. Extrem•= dates: 27/3 - 10/6 in spring and 
15/7-14/10 in autumn. Odd !birds seen ,re-g.ul,ar,ly in summer. One on 
31I12/67 waa very unusuaL 

Cuckoo Cuculus canorus Daqquqa kafila. 
Fairly common in spring (25/3 - 26/5). ,E:arly .birds on 4 & 9/3/68. Jn amtum:n 
l-2 on ·Up to 10 da1tes annually (10/7- 31/10). Infiux on 24-30/9/69, wi-th IO+ 
a't M'Scala on 25tlh highest. 

Great Spotted Cuckoo ClGtmator gl.rutdari.us Sultan il-gamiem 
tat-toppu 

One on 19/4/67. In 1968, singles on 14th, :21st and 23:rc1 March. Ln 1969, singles 
on 26/1 and 7/2, then sing,l-ea on 21 dates from 18/2-5/4. Srm.aUler influx :Ln 
1970, with Udat&s .from 1·5/2- 8/4 (2 on 15/2 and 24/3). One on 10/5/70. Odd 
autumn i'ecord: one on 21/8/70. 

aam Owl Tyto a1tba Barbagann 
Few pairs resident in Malta and Gozo. J'\Jdditional sightLngs in late auturm:n 
suggest 'that some mig.ral!l.ts ar·e preaent. 

Long..,Eared. Owl Asio otus Qattus 
Annual in autumn (28/9 - 15/ 11): 4 daJte:s in 1967 (3 on 15/10), 20 dates in 
1968, 6 dates in 1969 and 4 dat.es in 1970. 

Short,E>Err:ed Owl ,Asio flammeus Kokka tax-xa.gnri 
Frequent :Ln spring (6/3- 18/4), with ,larger numbers in aJUt·uann (14/9-
2/12). Almost wmmon in autu:mn 19:68. Late birds on 23/12/68, and on 8 & 
24/12/69. Odd bird on 8/8/69. 

Scops Owl Otus scops Kokka. 
Frequent in spring {12/3- 5/5) and autumn (6/9- 29/11), but D3Jther scaTce 
in spring 1970. A f(<W wintered ~anl!l.ually. Odd bird on 13/7/70. 

Nig1htjar Capr.imulgus .europa.eus Buqrajq 
Fad.rly common in spring (24/3 - 5/6). 1n slightly smalle·r numbers in aruturnn 
(18/8- 29/10). Highest 40-f- on 29/9/70 and 30+ on 19/4/69', at Bu•skett. 

13 



Red-Necked Nightjar Caprimulgus .ruficollis Buqrajq ~tnmar 
On€ at 'Busk€.tt on 29/5/67. 'rhl'ee singles tn 19·6~1: a.t Mosta. on 28/4, a.Jt Meti­
lieha on 17/5 and at Ta' Giorni on 29/6. (5th, 6th, 7th and 8bh records re·­
spectively for Malta). 

Little Swift A.pus affinis Rundun zgnir 
One ·a1t Hal iMUila, near zebbug, on 22/1/58. (2nd record for Malta). 

Pallid Swift Apus pallidus Rundun kannelli 
Few recorded annually: 1957: one on 14/4; 1968: 3 on 20/8; 1969; 2 on 
l7 /10; 1970: 2 on 16/3 and singles on 2:8/3, 3/4 and 18/7. 

Swift A pus a pus Rundun 
Very cormmon. Seen regularly from la:t:e March to early SetPtember,. with 
peaks in IM'ay-June and 1.a.te July-:lato Amgu•st. Extreme dates 21/3 and 30/9. 
Hig;hest 1,500 at Ding:li Cliffis on 29/'7/68. Odd birds on 26/11/67 a•nd on 
28/12/69. 

Alpine Srwift Apus melba Rundun ta' :l:a<1qu b.ajda 
Fairly f11eq.uent tn spring (16/3- 28/~i), with 40+ on 4/4/67 and 1:!/4/68 
highest. On '2d·ew dates annual:ly: in autUJmn (19/8- 7/10), with 7 on 15/9/70 
highwt. Occlli31onal in summer. 1/7/6'7 (7), 7/7;'67 (2), 8/6/69, and 16/6/70. 
La:t1e a,utu:mn bird on 4/11/70. 

Kingfisher A.lcedo atthis Gnasfur ta' San Martin 
Very frequent in autumn ( 18/7- 25/10), with a fe•w l'emainin.g to winter (last 
date 23/1). Highest 5 on 9/9/67 and 4 on 23/8 and15/9/70. One on 25/3/67 

Bee-Eater Merops opiaster Qerd in-nanal 
Frequent in spring (6/4- 12/6), with 20+ on.l0/V67 and on 25/5/70 highest. 
One an 1/7/67. Only on 5 dates in a:utumn: 23/9/67, 11/9/69 (2), 11/9/70 (11) 
a.nd 21 & 24/9/70. 

Blue-Cheeked Bee- M erops SUJJerciliosus Qerd in-nahal andar 
Eater 
3 singles in 1968: a1t Madliena in lO-ttE• April, at Ghajnsielem on 9/5 and at 
Camino on 10/5. (previously only 4 d:elfinite r·ecords). 

Roller Coracias garrulus f,arrug 
Very frequent in spring (8/4- 16/6), with 10 on 21/4/6'7 and on 27/5/69 
highest. Irregular numbers in autumn (4/8- 26/9): 4 dates in 1967; smal.1 
infiux on 15-21/9/68- 10 logg·ed; on Sdat·es fn::mn 25/8- 12/9, then infiux on 
24-26/9 with 22 at Mtah•leb on 24th, in 1969. On thr·ee dates in 1970. 

Hoopoe Upupa epops Daqquqa tat-t:oppu 
Fail'ly common tin spring (28/2- 13/5), 'with 20 at MtahJ.eb on 17/4/68, high­
esrt. ~n slightly smaller numbers in autumn ( 4/8- 11;'10). 

Wryneck Jynx torquilla Bulebbiet 
J.<,airly co.mmon in spring (24/2- 5/5) and emtum.n (29/8- 29/11). Few an­
nually in winter. Late .s.prlng bird on 19/5/67 and early auh1mn :rec·ord on 
13/8/68. Highest 20+ on 24/9/69, 10-i- on 3/10/69 and 8 on 4/10/68. at Bus­
kett. 
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Short-Toed Lark Calandrella cinerea Bilbla 
Very comtmon .spring ,migrant and s:umm.er T£•3ident . .S:ma!l.er return passage 
~n autumn Extl'eme dates: 7/3 •and 2/10. 

Lesser Short-Toed Lark Calandrella rufesce•ns l;Hlbla sekonda 
One ·caught at M'JQlokk in August 19-58. (Last recorded in 1943). 

Calandra Lark Melanocorypha Kalandra 
calandra 

One a1t Dingli Cliffs on 16/12/67. Fou•r si.ngoioe.> in 1970: at Tarxien on 14/3 at 
Bu.sk.etlt on 16/9, IJit [).elima.ra on 4/10 and tM'IS:ca.Ja on 7/10. 

Wood Lark Lullula arborea Cuqlajta 
Annual, in small numbers, in a:utumn (lB/10- 29 /11), but IUP to 4 sttayed near 
Busk£•tt from 21/10/67 to 23/1/68. Higihest 30+ over KrtHl·Cizzjoni on 
26,/10/69, •and lO+ne•ar Buskett on 20/10,/67 :and ,at Xaghra on 23-30/10/68. 
One at DeUmara on 8/3/70 was the only spring ·r·e·cor.ct. 

Skylark A.lauda arvensis Alwetta 
Very common autumn migran-t, r.em.aining to wint·er in stmall!er numbe-rs. 
Smaltl pa.s.sages again in Feblr.uaey .and tMrurc'h. Peak rusiU.ally between mtd­
Octoher and .laM• November. Extr.eme dates we:re· 23/9 ta,nid 7/4. 

Sand Martin Riparia riparia H.awwiefa tax-xtut 
Ve.ry common in ~pring ( 4/3 - 22/6) with peak f,r·o:m Iat,e ·A.!p['·tl to mid-May 
In smal.:er numbers in aUitumn (28/8- 27/10). Highest 3,000 on 6/5/70 in 
spring and 50+ on several dates in ,a,utwmn. Odd birds on 2/7/68 (2) and on 
30/7/69. 

Crag Martin Hirundo rupestris Hawwiefa tal-blat 
5 ~ut Ta' 6enc on 27/10/6'7. (l.:;t 1record since 1873). 

Swallow Hirundo rustica Huttafa 
Very common in spring (8/3- 22/6) and a.utUimn (26/8- 20/11) with odd birds 
as oarly as 16/2 in spring and 2/8 in •a111tumn. Hig;hest 6,000 on 16/5/70 and 
3,000 on 30/9/'69. One on 4/1/67, 2 on 28/1/69, 3 on 12/7/69, and one on 
3 j'l /70 wer.e unusual bir,cl,s. 

Red-Rumped Swallow Hirundo daurica Regina tal-nuttaf 
Regula.r in spring (22/3- 22/5), with 8 ·dates in 1967, 16 dates in 1968, 7 dates 
in 1969, and 14 dates in 19'70. Htg;hest 25+ on 13;5/618 and 10+ on 11/4/69, 
at Busk-ett. 10+ a1t M.tahJ,eb on 24/9/69 and ono at Buskett on 29/9/70, were 
the first autumn records. 

House Martin Delichon urbica Hawwiefa 
Very -common in spring (2/3- 16/6), with ve.ry eatrly bkds on 16/'2 (2) and 
21/2/69. Only a few in the autwmnG of 19•67 and 1968, but fairJy common in 
1969 andl970 (dates bettwe.en 13/8 and 16/11). Highest were 6,000 o.n 16/5/70 
in spring and 40 on 22/9;'70 in atu:tu:mn. 3 on 3/1/70 and one on 4/7/70 were 
very unursuai birds. 

Richard'!! Pipit Anthus novaeseelandiae Bilblun prim 
Or.,e at Sa!lina on 30/9/68 and 2 at Ghadim on 15/10 68. Sing:!es at Din.gli 
Cliffs on 1/11/69, 'ctt zeb9ug· on 13/2/70, at Del>ima.ra on 18/10/70 and at Eus­
kE•tt on 2/11/70. 
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Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris Bilblun 
Common in sprlng (9/3- 26/4), with odd 1bird:3 as .e,rurly as 2.6/2. In s:1irghtly 
smallN numbe,r.s in aut:umn (28/8- 18/10), wi·th odd birds as l.a1t-e as 18/11. 
Highest in .spring 300+ ·at Ghadira on 8/4/69 and in a.utumn 3D+ at Mtahleb 
on 7 & 13/9/68. 

Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis Dizz 
V-ery common in spring (5/3- 14/5). \IJ~1te bird on 31/5/67 ... In much smaller 
numbers in autumn (24/8- 30/10), but '"ery common in 1969. VFry heavy in­
fluxes on 23/3/68- 1,000-+ over !Marsalforn, and on 24/9/69- 2,200 at Mtah­
~·eb and BusiDett. One Dn 1/12/68. 

Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis Pespus 
Very ·common autrumn mig.rant a01d winter .resident. A .smaluE•r passag€ takes 
place in March. Si:larti> arriving during the. last week of October, with odd 
birds as ·early as .the 11th. Last spTing date 15/4. Up to 150 TE•gllll•aJrly in 
s·uitable localities. 

Red-Tihroated Pipit Anthus cervinus Dizz ahYnar 
Fr-equent in spring (24/3- 17/5), with 50+ at Mtahl<eb on 6/4/69· high€st. In 
autlllmn (12/10- 15/11), freqru,ent in 1967 and 1969, but .sca,rc€ in 1968 and 
1970. Autumn maximum 10 wt Ta Q•ali on 25/1>0/69. 

Rock/Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta Dizz tal-ilma 
Wintc;r mitor in very smaH numbers. 1968: One at QaiWra on 19/10, then UIP 
to 5 regulaPly at Sa,lina J.mm 23/10 to 19/11 (at least 11 indivi·dlllals inv{)il;v­
ed). 1969: h2 at Giladira f,mm 7-28/12 and smg.J,es at Salina Dn 2 & 20/12 
1970: S~ng.J.es at .Salina on 5/3 1a1nd 22/10, and a1t Mistra Bay on 1·8/11; 2 on 
12/12 and one Dn 19/12, at Salina. (A.s. petrosus ·recorded twLc-e, the rest A.s. 
spinoletta). 

Yell ow Wagtail M otacill.a flava Isfar 
Very common in spring (12/3- 2/6) 1and autl\ll11n (8/8- 3/11). Odd birds on 
22/6/67, 1/8/'69 and 30/7 j70. 4 on 11/11/67 we~r·e late birds. Se'V'eral large 
in:fl.uxes, highe~t 2,000+ in four J<:l'caJ.iJt.i,e.s on 23-25/4/.69 and BOO+ at Mtan­
leb in 24/9/69. In aut.umn, in :fl.ocks of up to 1,000 for Toosting. 

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea Zakak tad-dell 
Fa:il11y common autumn migrant and wintc<r resident (1/9- 21/3). Highest 
40 at Lrmzjata on 12/10/68, but usua<lly nev,er more tJhan 10 in one lDcaUty. 

White Wagtail Motacilla alba Zakak abjad 
Gammon winter resident: mid-October to mid-March, with odd birds as 
early a~ 25/9 and as late as 30/4. It is interesting 1to notE• that '21:1 White 
Wagtails in the Maltese Islands '(except passag;e birds) roost annually in 
Great Si·ege< Square, VaJ,j.etta. 

Red-backed Shrike Lanius collul'io Kaccamendula namra 
Singles on 28/3/67, 15/10/67, 19/4/68, 16/5/69, ti/9/69 and 20/9/69. Influx on 
~7/9- 13/10/69, with !Up 1to 4 at Bu.:;kett and at least 23 individuals invo•lve.d. 
In 1970, nne on 4 dates at BU:skett from 29/8 to 26/9 and one at X·aghra on 
3-25/10. (Only 3 previous records). 
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Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator Kaccamendula 
F'airly common in spring (27/3- 4/6) and .aut.umn (6/8- 12/10). Hig;h(•3t 10 
on seve.ral dates in bo.th sprin,g ~und autmmn. Odd birds r·egrulaT!ly tn June and 
Ju•ly. One on 10/6/69 belonged to ,the Onrs-ican ·race L.s. badius. A pair br.ed 
at Salina in 1969 and raised three young v~hich stay;ed ther.e thrDu.ghout July 
and August. A pair was a,iso present •21t the sam(• place in July 1970. 

Lesser Grey Shr·ike Lanius mmor Kaccamendula gnza 
One at Dingli Oliffs on 28/8/67 •and 2 at M'X!Dkk on 28/9/6'7. Singles a1t Siig­
(iewi on 13/8/68, at Has-sapta.n on 9/9/69 and at San Lawranz on 22/11/70. 

Great Grey Shrike Lanius excub·itor Kaccamendula griza 
prima 

Singles at Ghal!is nn 24/4/67, wt Dc·~imara •on 15/2/68 a.nd at Eiggiewi on 
8/10/68. 

Wren Troglodytes troglodytes Bumistur 
Annual wintc•r visitorjr·esidemt in 3maJll numbe~s (1/11- 13/3). At Ie,ast 2 in­
dividlllals in ,t.he winter of 1967/68, 4 in 1H68/69, and 7 tn 1970. 

Alpine Accento:r Prunella c<~llaris Ziemel tal-Alpi 
One at Kercem on 23/1/63. (7th re·wrd for Malta). 

Dunnock Prunella modularis Ziemel 
Common autumn :migrant, and winter 'v:l.sttorjresident in s:m.aU.e.r nurmlbers 
(13/10- 22/3). Return passa.ge noted on 5-8/3/70. Highe~t 40-50 at BuLSkebt 
on sevBral dates in November •and De·cember. 

Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti Baglial tal-glioHieq 
F~ew paiT.s r1es:iJdent in four kmown valleJ'IS 1n MaJllta. Re,cordod only f'our ti:mes 
in other ·loca.liti.es: on 1/11/67 (2) at Ghadirra. on 3/3/69 a:t Bingemrm.a., on 
5/10/70 wt Lunzjata and on 9-11/12/70 at Ghadira. (Pveviou~ly onul)'' m~ord­
Ed twiee) .. 

Savi's Warbler Locus1tella l!.tBcinioides Baglial alimar 
One ait Wi,ed H-iL1uq on 9/4/68 an:d one· at Salina on 28/9/68. In 1969, singles 
on 2,6th Gind 29th September at IT'vllt,a,hlelb, and at Salina on 4th, a.t Wied il-Luq 
on lOth, at Clhadwick Lak-es on nth and· at 1Mtah1eb on 12th October. Iln 
1970, singl.es on 9-13/4, on 30/8 and on 10/10, :alll at Wted il--I.JU·q. (On11y 3 
previou·s ;r~ecords). 

River Warbler Locustella fluviatilis Baglial tax-xmajjar 
One ·a;t W:ied 1I-[.1uq on 12-13/9/69. (2LILd Tecord for Malta). 

Moustached Warbler Lusciniola Baglial qastni 
melanopogon 

E'ma.11 numbt>rs a·nnuaiiy in a.utnJ,mn a.nd wmter: 8 in 1967 on da,tes betw:een 
25/11 and 10/12:; 5 in 1968 (9-11!11 and on 31/12); 4 beltween 7/10 and 
17/11/69, then 3 at Wied il-iluq from 1'2/12/69 to 8/3/70; aL~o 2 at Ghadira 
from 14/1 to 8i2f70. 7 in autumn 1970 (29'/10 - 25/11) with one Sb31ying at 
Wied il-Luq f.rOln 6-15/11. One on 19/12/'70. (Only 4 previous rc·~ords). 
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Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus Bagbal tas-simar 
schoenobaenus 

Fairly •common m .spring •(7/3- 4/6, but us-ually: tHl mid-May). 15+ at Mtah­
:eb on 24/4/70 was the highes•t. Annual, but ~n irr-c•gular numb·ers in autumn 
(25/8- 11/11): 2 dates in 1967; up to 4 daily at Salina. tn 1968; common in 
1969- with u.p to 10 at Wied il-Luq dnd 6 at Mtal1u·eb f.rom 24/9- 3/10; and 
J -2 on 6 datu:; in 1970. 

Reed Warbler Acroceph.alus Baghal tal-qasab 
scirpaceus 

Fairly common in autum11 (3/8- 12/10, but odd l•ate bird.:; annually: last 
d1,te 11/11/68). Maximum of 15-20 on severaiL dates, annuaJ,iy at Mtahleb. 
In sprin.g, .singles on 5 dates fmm 14/4- 2:5/5/68, 2 on 29/3/69 and 1-2 on 7 
clate.s fmm 6/4- 4/5/70. 

Great Reed Warbler Acroceph.alus Bagli.al prim 
ar111ndrnaceus 

V·eory fll"eqruent in .spring (29/3- 25/5) and amtumn (14/8- 23/10); but only 
one in au-tumn 1968- on 9/11. Oormmon fmm 24/9'- 2/10/·69, with 15-l- a.t 
MtahlEh .and lO+rut Wied i.l-Luq. Highest d.n spring: 7 art Ramla Valley on 
1/5/70. 

ricterine Warbler Hippolais icterina Bekka:!ik is far 
Fairly common in .:;prin.g (21/4- 28/5). Late birds on 3/6/6•8 and 9/6/70. 
Maximum 10 at Mu.nxa.r on 3/5/69. :r:n smaUer numbe-rs in 13rr.J:t,umn (21/8-
2/10), but large inftux on 24/9/69, wi•th 60+ at Buskett and MtahiE•b. 
Melodious Warbler Hippolais pdyglotta Bekkafi.k tal-gr1ana 
One at Mlunxar Val!ley on 6/5/69. 

Orphean Warbler Sylv·ia hm·tensis Bekkafik t'ghajnu 
hajda 

Maue at Bu.skett on 18/3/68. (Last recon1ed by Despott •around 1.907). 

Garden \Varbler Sylvia borin Bekkafik 
Oommm1 tn sp,rtng (10/4- 4/6), with 60+ at :WiLed znuber on 1/5;67 highest. 
In larger numbers in autumn (1.3/8 ~ 18/10). LaDg·e influx on 24/9/69, ·with 
GOO+ at Bu~&~ett; next highest 150+ •a1t Bu<>kett o·n 12-14/9/69. Earrly bird on 
5/8/68 amd late bi·rd on 1/11/70. 

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla Kapinera 
Reg-ular patt(•rn each year; Few ,from September (earliest 9/9/69), with 
numbeTs .s:owly increasing, becoming v•ery common by December. Nurmbers 
grea.tly increa:se between mid-Febnua.vy and .Jate March, wirth 500- 800 an­
:rmally at Bu.skett. Then odd birds bill 1/5. 

·~ 
Whitethroat Sylvia communis Bekkafik alimar 
Common in •.:;prtng (27/3- 17/5), with i.arge[" nu:mber.s in 1969. IJ21Yg.e influx 
on 24/4/69, with 400+ at Mtai1leb. In au1tum.n (1!5/8- 13/10), on 4 date.> in 
1967 and 1968. I,n 1969, o-ccasional fmm z::;;s, then very co-mmon from 23/9 to 
13/10, with larg•e inftux on 24/9- 800+ at Mtahleb and Buskett. Ucp to 4 on 
11 dates in 1970. Odd birds en 30/5 and 12!7/69 and 11/6/70. 
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Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca Bekkafik irmiedi 
Single birds at Wied il-Luq on 27/9/68, a•t Wied Babu on 19/4/69, at Gindira 
on :23/9/69 and at Mtanleb on 22/9/70. 

Ruppell's Warbler Sylvia ruppelli Bufula tal-pavalor 
Single birds at Rabat on 24/9/69 and nE•3JT iM'Xlokk on 25/4/70. (5th and 6th 
records for Malta). 

Sardinian Warbler Sy.lvia m.elanocephala Bufula sewda 
\iery common re.s•ident. Found in al.l t:.pets of countryside and even in urban 
~arde•ns. 

Subalpine Warbler Sylvia canti.Uans Bufula passajra 
F1airl,y oo.mmon in spring (10/3- 3/5), witth r],ar:ge.st in:ftux on 23/3/69 -40+ 
at Mta:hieb. Ve-ry common in ,a;uturmn (24/7- 19/10). Large inftmx on 24/9/69, 
wi•th 400+ at Rabat and Bu:skc•tt. IN'ext rhi.ghest 180+ ,a;t Huskett/M'tanleb 
on 8-13/9/69. 

Spectacled Warbler Sylvia conspoicill.ata Bufula namra 
Common resident in op,en country. Fewer are seen in wint.er, sugg1estin.g that 
fom.e leave the Tslahds. 

Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata Bufula tax-xaghri 
S-ingles at Wied zmuber fr.om 1/1 to 5/3/67 .and at Ta:' zuta on 22/12/68. Ex­
traordin•acry inflrux from 18/11/70, wilth a maxiimu.m of 16 at Ghadira on 9-
12/12. Nu:m.ber.:; thE:<n deocreas·ed, but a few wer,e .stm present in severaJlocall­
ities til.i the end of December. 

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus VjoHn pastard 
Common in spring (14/3- 19/5), with 50 at Mtai:llleb on 24/4/70 highest. In 
.smallerllJumbNsin a.uturmn (14/8 -16/10), but up to 30 f·r·c•;:ru.entlJl at Buskett 
and .Sa:lin.a. V·ecry common in a:utumn 19&9, with 250+ at Buskett f.rom early 
Septembe.r and Large influx on 24/9, with 1,500 at tJhe same pJa,ceo. Ea~rly bhd 
(Jill 81/7/70. 

Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita V jolin tax-xi twa 
Very common winter visitor (11/10- 19/4), with pas:3a,ge biTd.s in Jart.e autumn 
~.nd early .spring. Maximum 200+ at Llilnzjata VaHey on 10/1/70. ~ar"y bird 
en 1/10/70. E;x;ceptionaHy late bird .singing art Girgenti V·alley on 5/5/70. 

Bonelli's Warbler Phylloscopus bonelU V jolin bajdani 
Small nrumbe.rs annually in ,sp·rin,g (29/3- 13/4, but one on 29/4/70).Highest 
5 on 2/4/·68 rand 6 on 2/4/70, at Ghadtra. Ve.ry f.ew tn autumn (26/8- 3/9): 
J-2 on 2 dates in I9·68, 3 dates in 19•69 a:nd ooe dat·e in 1970. 

Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix Vjolin abdar 
F1airly- common i.n sprtng (26/3- 19/5), with U!P to 20 on several dates. Only 
in smahl numbers in auturmn (21/8- 17/10), but l!an-ge i!nftux on 24/9/69 with 
600+ at Mtanleb and Buskett. Late bird on 26/10/69. 

....., 

Y ellow-Browed PhyllC>Scopus inornatus V jolin tal-faxx 
Warbler 
One at Munxar VaHf•Y on 21-26/31 70. (7th recmd for Malta). 
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Goldcrest Regulus regulus Bufula tal-qamar 
Fairly •common win1ter visitorjre:sidc•:Jt (24/10- 22/3), with peak in Nov·em­
ber. 20- 30 annut;.Uy at Buske.tt. 

Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus Bufula tat-toppu 
ahmar 

Fairly common win1ter visitorjmsident (28/9- 8/4), with evidence of a smaH 
return passage in 'Mar.ch. Up to 30 annu.ai1ly at Bu:skett. In JargE•r numbers 
than u:s·uai in :aturtumn 1970. 

Fan-tailed Warbler Cisticola juncidis Bag hal tal-imrewha 
F.ew reco:rded .annually: 1967: 4 on 25/6 and one on 2/7 at Salina, and one at 
Marsa on 22/9. 1968: Si•ng.,es ,near Z·C•~hu.g on 12/4, at Gha,dtra on 23/4 and at 
S'ald,na on 14/12. 1969: Singles a,t Salina on 2nd, t5th, S>th and 27th Augu~t. 
1970: Sing,Jes at Salina on 16/7 and 14/10. t(li.ott rewr,ds tor IMaJta). 

Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca ZanzareU iswed 
Colffilmon in spring (27/3- 14/5), but odd bkds from 11/3 in 1968. Hig;hest 30 
on 3evera:l dat!ls. Few a,nnually in ;vutumn (7/8- 5/11), but fall on 24/9/69 
with 50+ at Buskett and Mtahl£•b. 

Collared Flycatcher F<icedula .albicollis Zanzarell tal-kullal:' 
Frequent in spring (27/3- 7/5) La;te bird on 22/5/69. In slightu.y lt?lrger 
numhe·rs t1ha:n u•sual in 1969. Highest 4 on several dates. 1-3 on three• dat€s 
from 27/9- 3/10/69 were the first autumn r·ecords. 

Red-Breasted Ficedula parva Zanzarell ta' sidru 
Flycatcher ahmar 
A very Jow annually in aut11mn (13/9- 10/10), but on€ on 25/11/69. On one 
date in 1967, 2 dattes in 1968, 4 dates in 1969 'and 5 dates in 1970. Highest 3 
at Buskett on 29/9/70. 

Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata Zamzarell tat-tikki 
Very common in spring (19/4 - 30/5), witJh 100+ in three localiti€s on 24-
25/4/70 highE•s.t. Jn autumn (27/8 -· 18/11), small number.:; in 19'67 •and 1968. 
In 1969, .abundant from 24/9- 2/10, with 800+ .at MtahJ,eh and BuSk·ett Oiil 

first date higlhest. Very ,f.requent in 1970. Odd birds att Buskett on 9/6 (2) RJnd 
15/7/70. 

Whinclh-at Saxicola rubetra Buc·aqcaq tas-silla 
Common in spring (27/3- 23j:5). Few annua;llYI in .amtlllmn (3/9- 8/10). Ex­
tmordinaxy faLls on 24/9/69 -700-i- a1t tM:tahl€1b and Rabat, and on 25/4/70 
- 1000+ !Ln four ·localitie.>. 

Stonechat Saxicola torquata )3ucaqcaq tax-xitwa 
Common, with up to 30 in ·.;;uitablE< localities, in a-utumn and winter. Small 
return passage in early spring. Extreme dates 20/9 and 21/3. 2 la,t•e bil"ds on 
18/4/67. 

Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe Kuda 
Ve.ry .common in spring (7/3- 24/5) and •atutumn (12/8- 3/11), but unwmal:ly 
low numbe-rs in spring 1969 La.rge infiux on 24-26/9/69 with a maximum of 
300 at Rabat and Mtanieb on 24th. Odd bird.;; on 26/12/68, 24/6/69, 21/1/70. 
and 27/11/70. 
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Pied Wheatear Oemmthe pleschanka Kuda tal-Lvant 
Ma,:.e• at Mar.;;alforn Valley on 31/3/68. (l.st record for Maltta). 

Black-Eared Vlrheatear Oenanthe hi.spanica Kuda dumn.ikana 
Fairly frequent i.n spring (14/3 ·• 8/5), but only on 4 dates in1969. lln laiUtu!lllln 
(30/8- 2/10), on 5 dates in 19-67, 3 dates in 1968, 4 dates in 1969 and 2 dat.es 
in 1970. Highest 10 at Ras ii-P.ellegrtn on 25/3/70, 6 ·a;t Mtahileb on 24/9/69 
and 5 at l'Ial. Far on 7/9/69. 

Desert Wheatear Oenanthe deserti Kuda tad-deiert 
Single b~rds alt San Lawrenz on 27/10/67 and at B'B'l.r.gi,a on 5/11/70. {2nd 
and 3trd ·records for Malita). 

Isabelline Wheatear Oenanthe is.e~rbellina Kuda izahellina 
One at Ras ii1-iPellegrin on 25/3/70. (1st re.pmrted rercomd f.or iMaH:u.). 

Black Wheat.ear Oerwnthe leucura. Kuda Jewda 
Single birds at Dingli Cliffs on 28/8/67 and neifl,r M'Xlokk on 8/12/69. (2nd 
and 3rd records for Malta). 

Rufous nusih Chat Cercottrichas galactotes Ro:Hnjol tax-xaghri 
1967: Singles at Vic,toJI.i,a on 29/4, ne1a\l" Qcmmi on 3/5 and at Gharghur on 29 
& 31/5. None in 1968. Jn 1969, single binds aJt S:eJmun on 11/5 .and at M'S'cal•a 
on 26/5. One on 18/5/70. 

Rock Thrush Monticola lU!!Xatilis Ganbublu 
Fairuy freqruent tn sp.ring (12j::3- 12/5). ~LT1 atUtumn (.20/8 ·-4/10), 1-2 On 5 
dates in 1968 and 1969, and on one date· in 1970. Very late birds• on 21/10/69 
and on 10/6/70. 

Blue Rock Thruah Monticola so.litarius MeriU 
Resident, oc,c·upying :mainly sea ddffs where it is fairy common. V·ery f,ew 
found iillland. 

Black Redatart Phoenicurus ochruros Kudirou i~wed 
Farirly eommon winter ·resident (26/10- 27/3). Up 1to 1•5 annuamy in suitabl-e 
localities. 

Redstart Phoenicurus Kudiross 
phoernicurus 

Common in spring- 14/3 to 8/6, burt usula<lly1 till md.d-M'a,y. In larger num­
be•rs tn arwtumn {26/8- 4/11). Largo fal11 on 24/9/69, wi·th 600+ at Bruskett 
and R;aba t. Otherwise rp.eak;s of only 60 in auJtumn RJnd 40 >in.· spring. 

Robin Eritachus ru.becula Pitirroas 
ve,ry •DOtmmon au.tum.n.tm;Lgra.nt and Wlinter res•ident_ A smaller passage :tnikes 
place an:nually 'betwe.en late January IMld ea,rly March. Strurts .arrtving at 
the end of Sep1tember, but odd bir·ds w·er•9 seen as early <aiS 4/8. Last .s;pri!ng 
ca.te usu.&liJY around mid-April, with odd b:i11ds till 21/5. Highest 600+ aJt 
Buskett on 4/11/69. 

Nightingale Luse<inia megarhynchos Rozinjol 
Common cln spring ( 14/3 ~ 14/5), with 60+ a,t Buske-tt on B/4/68 highest. ]n 

slightly smaller numbers in a,utumn (1;'8 - 19/10), but large influx on 
24/9/69, with 180+ at Buskett a.nd Mtahl<;b. 
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Bluethroat Cyanosylvi<t:J. svedca Kucliroll!! blu 
1-2 each spring (13 --22/3), e:x:copt tn 19·67, when none r.eoorded. Annual in 
autumn (2/9- 3/11), with one in 19•67 and 2m ea,c'h of the otJhN three ye•3IT"S. 
Single birds at Ghadira on 29/12j:69 and 8/2/70, were the 2nd ramd 3rd winter 
records. (C. s. svecica recorded rtwice- in ~~wrturrn:n 19,68). 

Fieldfare Turdus pilaris Malvizzun tal-qtajja 
Winter visiltor and resident in irregular numbers (30/10- 5/3) .Seen mostly 
in smali parties of .up to 12. usually frequent, but raithm scarce during the 
winter of 1968/69 and f•airly c0il111l11on tlhe following w:Lnt&r. 

Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus Malvizz tas-sidra bajda 
Regular .autumn and ·winter visitor·(7/10- 10/1). 1-3 on 9 d!a,tes in 19G7, 13 
daJtes in 1968, 15 dates :Ln 1969 .and 11 da.tes tn 1970. 2 at Delimara on 3/4e/70. 

Blackbird Turdus merula M·alvizz iswed 
Frequent autumn migraillt and winte•r visitorjir.eslde.nt '( 1/10- 5/4). Late bi'I~d 
on 17/4/70. Highest 20 at M'Sca1a on 26/10/70 •arnd 1-5 at BU.Sketlt on 3/1/69. 

Redwing Turdus 1iliacus .Miallvizz a:funar 
Annual and frequent winter visitnr rand .resident (29/10- 16/3). iH1.ghest 25, 
on 15/2/69 •a!Ild 22 on 6/12/67, at BuskeM .. (rListeocl by previous omith()llogists 
as rare and irregular). 

Song ThruSJh Turdus philomelos Malvizz 
Very -comrmon autumn mig.rant, with fno:quent Ia:ng.e influX'es. \V:hnte·r visi·tor; 
rcGiderrt in S1ffia1ler rrrumbers (30/9 -.29/4) .. Ea.rly bilrd:s orr 18 & 24-2·6/9/69. 
Marked heavy passages 0'11 29/10/68 m1d 26/10/70. A smaB p•assage was 
noted .'l,nnu~rlly druring March. 

Mist1e Thrush Turdus vl:sc~vorus M•alvizzun prim 
Few annually :Ln autumn and wi.rrte.r (15/10- 6/3). 1-2 on 3 -dates i.n 1967, 2 
dates in 1968, 4 datE's in 1969 and 8 dates :Ln 1970 

Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra Du;rJrajj!la. 
CDmmon resi.dent. Pl3rssa,g.e birds re,gularly in spring- and autum!Il (some re­
ma:ilntng to w1nter). JiUJveniles >ecngr.egate tn ftock.s uf up to 80 tn August and 
SiePttember. 

Y ellowhammer Emberiza citrinella Durraj&a. 11a.fra 
Single immature birds at Benghajsa on 26/10 and 7/11/70. (6th and 7th re­
co.rds for Ma!ta). 

Ortolan Bunting Emberiza lwrtulana Ortolan 
Annual, in sma;ll numbE>rs, in .sc]).ring (24/3- 28/4). Highest 10 rat Xa:ghra on 
2/4/68. Late bird on 25/5/69. v.ery few :Ln aru·tmrmn (8/8 - 6/10): 1-2 on one 
date tn 1968, 4 drutes in 1969 and 2 dates in uno. 2 on 23/10/69 were v·ery 
late bird"". 

Rustic Bunting Emberiza rustica Dun;:ajsa. qastnija 
One at Wied il-Ghajn on 11/11/67. (4th record fo.r Malta). 

Yellow-Breasted Emberiza aureola Ortobcn tal-Lvant 
Bunting 
Young ma:e 3Jt Mla.rsa on 24/11/68. (2nd record for Ma.Jta). 
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Black-Headed Bunting Emberi:r.a .Ourrajsa M.siha sewda 
melanocephala 

Maire at Pe.rgla VaLl,ey on 10/5/67. (4th r·ecord for Malta.) 

Reed Bunting Emberiza schoenidus rDun:ajsa. tal-qasa•h 
F~ew irregularrly in winte.r (1/11- 20/12). On one date in 1967 and on 8 dates 
in 1963, with 5 at Sffiina. on 9/11/'68 bighest. None ~n 19r69. In 1970, 1-2 on 4 
da1;es, then 4 at Salina f,rom 12-20/12. 

Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis Dui"T'4jsa bajda 
4 in 1968: sing,Jes at Victoria on 18/lf, ,art Ben.g:hisa on· 26/11, arnd at Siggie'Wi 
on 29/11 and 22/12. 

Chaffinch Fring<illa coelebs Sponsun 
Common a:u,tumn migmnt •and winter vWitorjrr-esiderr1t (4/10- 20/4). Slmall 
return passage in Mamh .and .early April. Odd biL.rds reg;ularly irrr &Uilllmer: 
pak at Xaghra in !MJ3,y-Ju,ne 1967, one at IM:tahleb on 11/6/6S,, one at RaJbat 
on 1-2/6/7D, and up to 7 ~at Buske·tt f.rom J'\lJJ.e to Sepitemb&r 1969 •and 1970. 

Bmrnbling Fringilla montifringi/.la Spon&un selvagg 
On1e on 15/10/68. Singles on 4 dates J.mm 23/11 to 19/12/69 arnd on 6 dates 
from 23/10 to 2/12/70. 

Serin Serinus serinus AppareU 
Au·~umn migrant in irregular nrurmbe.rs, with f.reqruOIJ.it :Lnilux.es in winterr 
and early spr1n,g. Abunrdant in Ja.nua~ry - February 1967, amd comrmon in 
win tell" 1967/68 and 19·63/69, but :Ln much .smalrier ;n;umbe·ns :in 19'69/70 . .ATrive.s 
\n late O:::tober, with odd binds ·w:::orded as ,e,anly as 10/9. Latest spring da1te 
27/4. Few pairs seen regularly betwe·en Ma,y ,and Sep·tembeo: 1967 probably 
t.red. 4 newly fledgc•:i young wer.e seen <at BUBke,tt on 2/5/£8. 

Greenfinch Carduelis c.hloris Verdun 
F'di"Lrly common autumn mi,gramt, w:i.th a sma!Ller passage in spring. Lnfllli!XIes 
also frequ.en t in winter. Arriv·es in ·e1arly October, with odd birds as oor~y as 
20/9, and leav·e·s in mtd-Ap.rH wi'th odd I<a:te bircis up· to 10/5. UnuruaJ birds 
on 23/8/69, 31/7/70, 2/8/70 and 2 at iBuskRtt from 28/8/70 onwaros. 

Siskin Carduelis spinus Ekru 
A very few annually in autumn.·(lr5/10- 26/11). One< onr 24/12/70 M'J.Jd small 
influx (max. 6) from 25/3- 22/4/67. On•e 'alt OhaJdwick. L.a•kies; on 4/3/69. In­
f,uxes on 22/10/'68 and 25/11/70, wtth 15+ ;and 30+ resrperCtiverry in Gozo. 

Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis Gardell 
Regula,r migrant in .sm.all nu.mbers in spring a;nd aurtJ\:umn, wlth influxes ir­
r·egularly :Ln winte'l" (15/10- 22/4). Very frequrent in Si.U.riTIJg 1968 and aJUtrumn 
19G9. Highest 30+ at Xaghra on 29/10 and 20+ at. Bahrija on 1/11/69. 

Linnet Acanth-~s cannabina Gojjin 
V·e·ry common 'dftltuwm rmigranit r.epras3ing in sma:Heu: numbe.rs 1n sp:riirng. Also 
common w1nter visitor and 11esident. Ocrcurs from early' October to mid­
AJlril, wit'h odd erarly birds from 31/8. Hea;vy passa:g1es (with over 1,500 bi·rds) 
frequent ann.aul1ly. Abundant in Jau1'Uary- :rvlla:rch 1967. Few pa.irs re3ident, 
especiaHy in Go:uo. 
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Trumpeter Bullfinch Rhodopechys Trumbettier 
githaginea 

Few recorded annrua1iy: 1967: one on 3/6. 1963: 2 on 5/1 'and on£• on 15/2. 
1969: one on 14;'6. 1970: 2 on 23 & 30/6 and shJJgJ.es on 15/7, 24/8, 7/10, 18/10 
<rnd 23/lL 

Scarlet Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus Bumunqar 
A female was trapped a,t Buskett 1n J•une 1970. (3rd wcord for Malta). 

Cro;;sbill Loxia curvirostra Krucjat 
ImmaturE• bird near Rabat on 5/10/68. 

Hawfinch C occothraustes .Ghas.fur-.taz-Zebbug 
coccothraustes 

Frequent autumn and winter visitor ( 4/10 ~ 4/2), bti t very scarce in 
autumn 1968. ALmotSt •daily in autumn 1969. Highe<st 30+ a,t Xaghra• on 
2/11/69. One at Bmkett on 18/4;'68. 

Spanish Sparrow 
Abundant resddent. 

Passer hispaniolensis Gnammiel tal-bejt 

Tree Sparrow Passer montanus Gnammiel tas-slgar 
Hesiden t, breeding in sma:ll •colonies in se·veral Uocaliti·es. Also com:mon 
8.uturmn crnig:rant, with hE•avy pa.ssag.es (.flo·cks of .up to 80) annrua.!ly in Oc­
tober. S::naller numbers r·em.ain to winter. 

Rose-Coloured Starling Sturnus roseus Sturnell roza 
One ne21r B'Bugia on 19;'5/68. 

Starling Sturnus vulgaris Sturnell 
VE•ry ,common autumn .migrant an-d winter resident, form l,ate September to 
mid-March b~1t wtth odd birls as :early as 19/9 and as late as 27/4. One on 
3-4/8/68 and flock o:f 200 on 28;'8/68 were v·ery un.mmall. 'SieEm in flocks of up 
to 2,000. 

Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus Tajra safra 
Fairly common, in parties of up to 15, <in spring (7/4- 31/5). Late birds on 
14/6/69 .and 9/6/70. Frequent in .autumn (16/3- 3/10) with 15 'Jit San mas 
on 7/9/67. Exceptiona,l inf1ux on 24-26/9/69, with 150+ at BuskeH on first 
date. 2 !ate birds on 24/10/67. 

The .main contributors to the abov,e list we•re .s. Borg, M. Beaman, C. 
Galea, C. G1aud an,d J. Sultana. Others who ·contributed tTe•CODds for the com­
pilation of the list are: J. Attard, H.E. Axe-l!, J. Azzo,pairdi, 'R. Byrn, P. ca.rthy, 
·M·rs. E. Coxon, W.IN. Cusa, G. Davies, the Rev. Br. Eldm11nd, D. Elphick, M . 
.E:Iiiot, D. Francis, B.K. German, J. Grech, :Mr. & :Mrs. Grenfe!.l, Mr. & Mrs. 
J.A. Hardman, M'. Hay£•s•, G. Hirons, M.J. Hirons, M.L. R1ichards, E.L. Robe.rts, 
D. Rusforth, E. Srpiteri ca.mpbeJ,J, M. Thake, A.S. Tyers, A. Vassallo, V. Vella 
lvTuscat and Mr. & Mrs. M.T. Wi2rt&on. 

To supplement our records, taxidermists C. F\a.lzon, J. M;uscat. A. 
Sammut and S'. X1wreb were frequently visLted. 
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Dunlins at Gtwdira (photo: D. P. Grenfell). 

Meadow Pipit: common winter resident (photo: B. P. Grenfell) 



MALT A ORNITHOLOGICAL SOOIETY 

Principles and Aims: 

(a) The Society's mam pUI1pose :Ls to ini<tiate, foot&r and aid the ~t1ldy 
of aviran .fauna in aacordance with strktly scientiftc methoc::l3, thereby 
hel;plng to in.cr·ease the• sum of human knowledge on .the sub,jeet. 

(b) The Sodetiy solemnly affinms its beLi:ef in the Oonservation of 
Natur.e rand .will p.msue whateve'r aetions ;Lt de,erms necessary to enslll'e ade­
quate protection of wi1d-11fe, and .to propagate theSe idBals in the Mla.ltese 
I<SlanJd:s. 

Membersltip: 

iMembers oan J.OJn the ISIQciety and panti.cipa·te in ati its activHes, pro­
viderd they subscribe to the aims of the Sociey and f,urther underta.ke to 
propagate its views, each in his own sphere of :life. rthus spreading the 
Society's enlii.ghtenerd ideal and awakJenin.g a soc,:Lrul .conscience• that will 
brook no further dieprr·ediation of the liv:Lng rreoources of :Na.ture, espechlly 
birds. 
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Lif.e Member ...................... £15 

Miember ........................... 15s per annmn 

Young Member (.under 17) 2s 6d 
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meetings and outing.:; a.re held montJhly except d'ltring the STimm•er months. 

Malta Ornithological Society Ringing Group: 

The SocietY' al;:;o has its Bird Ringing Group. This Group is engaged in 
."tutdying the various aspects of >Maltese Ornithology, and i;; st.affed by 
e1ual.ified bird ringers holding a ringing permit from tlle British Trust .for 
OrnithoL.c,gy. Rin•gin.g Siecn•tar:y: C. Gauoi, IAI 'Museum Road Rabat, Malta. 

The Editor welcomes m·ticles, letters .and other features bearing on 
any aspect of the Ornithology •of the Maltese l',slands and Mediterra­
nsan for publica.tion in this Bulletin. 

The views expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the 
Editor or the M.O.S. 
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