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SYSTEMJ~TIC liST FOR 1987-88 
compiled by 

CHARLES COLEIRO 

1989' 

lhe regular contributors to the daily log kept by the Ringing and Research Committee 
of the Ornithological Society during the two year iod under review were: John Attard 
Montalto, John Borg, P.lex Casha, Charles Coleiro, Falzon, Raymond Galea, Charles 
Gauci, Manuel ~1allia, Joseph ~1. Mangion, ~1ich.'Jel Sammut and Joe Sultana. Other contributors 
were: Denis Aspland, Alfred E. Baldacchino, Charles G3lea Bonavia, Hugh Butcher, Denis 
Cachia, Richard Cachia Zammit, Victor Falzon, Mario Farrugia, Max Farrugia, Nataline Fenech, 
John Gcech., Hanna and John Middleton_ .. !an ~-1ifsud 1 Richard F-'erry, Paul Portelli, Silvio 
Scicluna, Martin 1\. lhake, Paul Vamey and Louis Vella. Other members may have contributed 
ro the daily log kept at the Ghadira Nature R<eserve, which records were subsequently added 
to the national daily and species logs. 

Whera only one of the two years is given in the systematic List, it is only because 
there were no records in the other year . 

-~he records ·for tt-d s two year 
and then transferred to the species 
list has been compiled by Charles 

iod were ·entered into the daily log by Charles Coleiro 
by Alex Casha and Manuel l~allia. lhe systematic 

ro. 

L Ill LE GREBE Taohybaptus ruticol.lis B longun Zgh i r 
1987 2 at Ghadira from 1 Jan to 12 Mar, then 1 till 19th. Late bird at same place 

from 19-25 Apr. 
1988 2 .present a.t GhadLra f.r.om 10 .Nov to end Df year. 

GREAl CRESlED GREBE Podiceps cristatus Blongun Prim 
1987 : 1 at Mgarr, Gozo on 29 Nov. 

BLACK-NECKED GREBE Podiceps nigricollis 8 Sekond 
1987 : 1-2 at Ghadira from 4 Jan to 8 Mar, then at same place from 12 Sep increasing to 

4 from 17-21 Oct and gradually decreasing to 1 on 3 nee. Increased up to 10 again 
from 12 Dec and present till end of year. 3 other records of singles outside 
Ghad ira : oetween 14 Oct and 10 Dec. 

1988 Up to 11 present at Ghadira in Jan gradually decreased to 1 present till 5 Apr. 
I found dead at same place on 30 Aug, then 4 on 21 Sep, increasing to 20+ from 3-
13 Dec with at least 16 remaining till end of 8 records outside Ghadira 
between 17 Nov and 26 Dec; mostly singles but at Delimara on 27 Nov and 3 at 
Xemxija on 3 Dec. 

CORY'S SHEAR\,AlER calonectris diomedea Ciefa 
1987: First sighting on iS Feb thenregular~io}1 Oct. Highest count c.900 off Dwejra, 

Gozo on 26 Mar but thousands were seen off Marsalforn on 1 Aug. Bred in usual 
coLonies. 

1988 First sighted on 20 Feb then regularly recorded offshore, mostly from olar-Sep 
with Last individual seen on 2 Nov. Hlghesi counts were of 300 on various dates 
in Jun-~Jul. Bred as usual. -

~1ANX SHEAR\'IA.I ER Puffinus putfinus Garn i ja 
1987 Host offshore sightings fro:n Jan to Apr, with 40+ off Oamieh on 13 Mar highest. 

Recorded ashore at colonies till end of Jun. lv1o sinales in Jul and 2 on 15 Oct. 
Recorded offshore again in Dec; 4 on 16th and 2 on 20th. 

1988 : Recorded mostly at colonies (from Jan) where bred as usual but also some offshore 
sightings from Feb to i·i:ay. Highest co.Jnt c.40 off Filfla on 29 May. Offshore 
sightings of singles on 26 Nov, 3rd and 16 Dec. 

SIORtJ: PElREL Hydrobates pel.agicus Kangu ta' Fi lfla 
1987-88: Recorded only from Filfla in ~1ay-Jun when islet was visited. Bred as usual. 
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GANNEI Sula bassana Sula 
1987 'On 14 dates from I Jan to 7 Mar with most siqhtings off the NW and E coasts of 

Malta; mostly 1-3 but 6 were seen off Oamrnieh on 3 Jan, In autumn on 8 dates 
inNovfrom5-27th; mainly 1-3 but 4 off Delimara on 18th and 6+ off Ghallison 271-h 

1988 : On 14 dates from 2 Jan to 27 Feb, mostly off the NW coast of Malta; mainly 1-2 
but 6 off Oammieh on 2nd and 4 off l-Ahrax Pt. on 23 Jan. 1-3 on 12 dates from 22 
Oct to 16 Dec, most off Ghall is. 

CORIJ:ORANl Phalacrocorax carbo Margun 
1987 : 4 off Ghallis on 28 then singles on 3-4 Mar. I on 23 Sep and singles on 

3 dates in Oct from lhen 23 sightings on 17 dates in Nov from ]·-28th 
•.;ith daily sightings fro:" 17-25th. Most sightings of 1-5 but II on 1st and 7 on 7 
Nov off Ghall is. Sincles on lOth and !9 Dec. 

1988 I at Ghadira on 21 Ap;. 1 on 9 Oct; then 32 sightings on 25 dates from 20 Oct to 
28 Nov. Mostly singles or in parties of up to 9 but 30 on 29 Oct and 25 on 3 Nov 
off Ghallis. Singles almost daily from 1-10 Dec and on 21 Dec mostly at Ghadira. 

BIll ERN Bo~aurus stellar is l<appun 
1987 I shot in Rabat on 2 then 3 singles in Nov: 1 shot at Xrobb l-Ghagin on 2nd, 

at Ghadira (injured) on and 1 caught in Gozo on 20th. 

LlllLE BlliERN Ixobrychus minutus Russett tas-Siaar 
1987 6 sightings of singles on 4 dates in Apr frorr,"8-30th, then J-4 almost daily at 

Ghadira In May from 1-27th and 1 on l Jun. 
1988 Singles on 6 dates in Apr from 9-28th; then 1-2 on 8 dcotes from 7 May to 5 Jun. 

~1ost records from Ghacira. One autumn sighting in Gozo on 20 Sep, 

~~ l (]Hl HERON Nycticorax nycticorax Kwakka 
1987 : On 17 dates from 14 r~ar to 27 10ay; mostly in parties of up to 9 but 15 on 7 .Apr 

and a flock of 26 over Ghadira on 4 May. In autumn up to 11 on 13 dates from 31 
Aug to 7 Oct and late singles on 3 dates from 25-29 Oct. 

1988: in spri 22 sightings on 17 dates from 20 Mc.r to 13 May (most in Apr). Mainly 
in small locks of up to 11 but 24 on 3rd and c.30 on 23 Apr. 2 on 31 Jul. In 
autumn 30 sight ings on 19 dates from 18 Aug to 29 Sep when usually seen in flocks, 
the highest being of 43 over Lunzjata on 30 Aug. 1-2 on 7 dates in Oct from 
4-24th. 

SOU?.CCO HERON Ardeola ralloides Agrett I sfar 
1987 1-2 almost daily at Ghadira from 15 Apr to 27 May, otherwise 2 at la' Cone on 

1st and I at B'Bugia on 5 May. In autumn 1 at Dahtet Oorrot on lith and an 
injured bird on 19 Sep, and I at Ghadlra from 7-13 Oct, 

1988 1 present at Ghadira from 10 Apr to 20 May. In autumn singles at Ghadira on 20th 
and at Ghallis on 21 Sep. 

CAllLE EGREl Bubulcus ibis 
1987 I at Marsalforn on 16 coast in early Dec. 
1988 : 2 shot at Marsaxlokk on 14th and 2 shot in Gozo on 15 May. 

L Ill LE EGREl Egretta garzetta Agrett Abjad 
1987: In spring, 1-4 on 4 dates from 13 Mar to 5 Apr, then daily at Ghadira from 10 Apr 

to 14 May, 1\lostly 1-10 but 24 flew over on 3 May. II sightings outside ·~hadira 

1988 

with 20 on 3 May highesL 1-3 again daily at Ghadira from 24 May to 11 J•Jn. 
Singles on 23-24 Jul and on 4 Aug, then 16 sightings on 13 dates from !9 .~ug to 
II Oct. Usually in small flocks but 50+ over f-1arsamxett on 16 Sep. 4 sightings of 
1-3 on 24-28 Nov. 
I on 4 Mar, then 1-3 on !9-20th and almost daily 
Ghadira from 12 Apr to 12 May), ~1ostly 1-10 but 
c, 18 at Ghad ira on 24 Apr, In autumn 18 sight i 
Sep; mostly 1-5 but 15 on 20th and 22 on 30 Aug 
at Ghadira, then up tc 2 there daily till 11 Nov. 
from 25 Nov to 5 Dec with I remaining till 19th. 

from 30 Mar to 12 May (daily at 
25+ at id-Dell i on 30 Mar and 

on 13 dates from 11 Aug to 21 
ghest. I on 8th and 3 on 15 Oct 

1 on 21st and 2 again at Ghadira 
Only 3 sightinos outside Ghadira. 

GREY HERON Ardea cinerea Russett Gr!z 
1987 I present at Ghadira from 4 Jan to 13 Hay Sprinq 

Gha ll then 36 s i qht i nqs on 27 dates from 5 ~Jar-
in si to low do~ble fi but c. 70 on 6th and 
~lar. in daily from 23 to 30 Jun, hiqhest 13 aT lJI·oadora on 
1-3, at Ghadira. In autumn 22 sightin~s on 19 dates from 13 
(most in Octl; single to Low dcubLe figures but 142+ (2 sites) on 

Feb when 6 at 
mostly 

011 14 
otherwise 

18 oct 
-sinoles 

on 30 Oct and 20 Nov; then 1 
of year. 
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(occasionally 2) present at Ghadira from 28 Nov to end 

1988 1 at. Ghadira from 1-19 Jan. First in spring on 28 Feb, then 1-7 on 13 scattered 
dates from 9 Mar to 21 May, 7 at B'Bugia on 12 Jun and I on 9 Jul. In autumn 57 
sightings on 35 days from 18 Aug to I Nov (most in Sep) with flocks of over 20 
recorded 6 times, highest 42 overSaghjtaron 30th and 38 over Dwejra, Malta on 26 
Sep. 1 at Ghadira on 19 Dec, Most sightings from Ghadira and along the coast. 

PURPLE 
19EI7 : 

19CI8 

HERON Ardea purpurea Russett Ahmar 
On 10 dates in spring from 7 Apr to 7 May; mostly 1-4 but 10 at Ghadira on 5 May. 
6 at Ghadira on 23 Aug, then 8 sightings from 3 Sep to 16 Oct with 6 at Xemxija on 
5th and 20+ at Sliema on 16 Oct highest, otherwise 1-2. I on 26 Oct. Most records 
from Ghad ira. 
3 at Comino on 10th, then on 6 days from 21-29 Apr; mostly 1-3 but a flock of 27 at 
Ghadira on 21st. 1 at Ghadira on 12-13 Jun. On 7 dates in autumn from 28 Aug to 
21 Sep; mainly 1-3 but a flock of c.30 at Bugibba on 28 Aug. Most at Ghadira, 

BLACK SlORK Ciconia nigra Cikonja Sewda 
1987: 1 over Oammieh on 14 Mar; I shot-at B'Bugia on 2nd and 1 seen over Dewjra, Malta 

and Naxxar on 15 Apr. 

WHilE SlORK Ciconia ciconia Cikonja Bajda 
19·87 : I over Dwejra, Malta on I Sep. 

'SlORK sp'. Ciconia sp. 
19:38 : I over Buskett on 9 Oct, 

GLOSSY IBIS Plegadis falcinellus Ve ller an 
19:37 : Singles at Ghadira on 14th and 16-17th, and 6 at Lunzjata on 24th, all in Mar. 

Flock of 50+ over Oammieh on 12th, and 2 at G~adira and 20+ at Camino on 26 Apr. 
One sighting in autumn: 1 over Marfa on 6 Oct. 

19138 Only two sightings: 5 at M'Xlokk on 5 Apr and I at Ghadira on 24 Sep. 

SPOONBILL Platalea leucorodia Paletta 
1987 1 over Ghadira on 13 Mar and 8 at Kalafrana on 8 May. 
1988 : 1 shot at Delimara on 26 Feb and i at Ghadira on 20 Sep. 

GREAlER FLAMINGO Phoenicopterus ruber 
1987 3 at St Paul's Isle on 14 Jan, 2 

reported off Delimara on 14 Nov. 
1988 lwo sightings over Xemxija: 2 on 

Flamingu 
at B'Bugia on 18 Jun and a flock of c.150 

18 Sep and 1 on 12 Oct. 

GREY 
1988 

LAG GOOSE Anser anser Wizza Griza 
I at Ghallis on 21 Nov and a flock of 9 seen over Ghadira and la' Oali on 2 Dec. 
4 at la' Oali the following day were probably remnants of this flock as all birds 
were reported subsequently shot. 

'GREY' GEESE Anser sp. 
1987 3 off Ghallis on 25 Oct. 
1988 : 2 over Floriana on 7 Nov. 

WHilE-FRONlED GOOSE Anser albifrons Wizza tal-Maskra Bajda 
19B8 : 4 reported shot from Obajjar on 27 Nov. 

MUlE SWAN Cygnus alar Cinju Mutu 
1988 : Singles reported shot in Dec: at Marsaxlokk on 3rd and at Delimara on 6th. 

RUDDY SHELDUCK Tadorna ferruginea Kuluvert Ahmar 
1988 : I shot at White Rocks in Dec. 

SHELDUCK Tadorna tadorna Kuluvert tas-Salib 
1987 6 off Oammieh on II Jan; then 3 on 1st and 1 on 27 Nov at Ghall is and I at 

Ghadira on I Dec. 
1988 2 at Sliema on 18 Sep; 15 at Oawra on 15th, and 54+ (4 flocks) off Ghallis on 

16th and I at Ia' Oali on 22nd, all in Nov, On 7 dates in Dec 1·1ith 19 at 
White Rocks durinq the month, 5 at Oammieh and 3 at Ghadira on 3rd, and 9 at 
Ghallis on 7th, oiherwise singles. 
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vi!GEON Anas penelope 51 l f jun Ewropew 

1987 : 51 at Ghadira on 1-12 Jan, 16 Feb, 13 Oct and I Nov. 10+ at Ghallis· on 
6 Singles at Ghadira in Dec from 2-14th, then 2 from IS-26th and I on 28-30th 
3 at Luqa on 22 Dec. 

1988 Singles at Ghadira on 29-30 Oct; II on 6th and 7 on 13th at Ghallis, then 1-6 daily 
at Ghadira from 16 Nov to 29 Dec. Outside Ghadira singles on 18th and 28 Nov. 

!Et~L Anas crecca Sarsella 

1987 6 on 12th and 1-2 from 13-15 Mar. 2 on IS-16th and I on 4 days from 18-24 
Sep; 1 on 2nd and 1-2 on 7-13 Oct, all at Ghadira. 7 at Ghallis on 6 Nov, then 
1-2 in at Ghadira from 2-31 Dec but 7 on 19th. 

1988 2 dai on 1-5 Jan then till 25 Feb. Singles on 10 Sep, 3rd, 13th and 15 Oct, 
then i ly from 13 Nov to end of year with 2-5 from 10-25 Dec. Except for 3 
sightings: 3 at Ghallis and 1 at la' Oali on 12th and 15 again at Ghallis on 13 ~<ov. 
all records from Ghadira. 

~li'.LLARD Anas platyrhynchos Kuluvert 

1987 2 daily at Ghadira from 29 Aug to 2 Nov, then only I present till end of year. 
1988: Daily at Ghadira from I Jan to 25 Mar with a max of 3 from 30 Jan to 25 Feb, 

rher. singles at same place on 27-29 May. On 3 dates in Aug: 4 offshore on 14th, 2 
ai Del.imara on 18th and II offshore on 27th. I at Ghadira on 18 Nov. 

PINlAI L 
1987 : 5 i 

Anas acuta Silfjun 

at Ghadira on 18 Jan and 19 Feb. On 5 dates in Mar from 7-14th with a 
of 219+ at Hal Far highest. In autumn 51+ on 12th, 5 on 13th and 7 on 14th, 

all at Ghadira; tnen 18 at Ghallis on 24 Oct. Daily from 31 Oct to 15 Nov; mostly 
1-6 but 70+ at Ghadira on 2nd and 23 at Ghallis on 15th, 8 on 27 Nov and 1 on 5 
Dec. 

1988 5 at Oammieh on 28 Feb, then 2 on 5th and 5 on 28 Mar at Ghadira. 1 at M'Xlokk on 
4 Apr. In autumn, I on 25th; then on 10 dates from 29 Oct to 28 Nov; mostly 1-8 
but 18 on 29 Oct and 30+ on 26 Nov, both at Ghall is. Daily at Ghadira from 30 
Nov to 18 Dec with max of 4 on 3 Dec. 

GARGANEY Anas querquedula Sarse ll a Hamra 
1987 : .3 at Ghadira on 13th and 35 +off Oammieh on 15 Mar. 4 sightings in Apr: 2 on 

1st and 12 on 15th at Ghadira, and 20 on lith and 16 on 12th off Oammieh. On 
7 dates at Ghadira from 26 Aug to 7 Oct; mainly 12 but 6 on 31 Aug. 

1988 : 1 at Ghadira on 29 Jan. 14 sightings on 11 dates in Mar from 10-31st when 
mainly in double figures on 6 dates highest 110+ on 30th, 85+ on 24th, 32+ on 31st 
and 30+ on 27th all at Oammieh. Also 50+ at Ghadira on 10th. On two dates in Apr: 
4 at M'Xlokk on 4th and I at Ghadira on 19th. One autumn record of 4 off Ghallis 
on 10 Sep. 

SHOVELER 
1987 : 3 at 

si 

Anas clypeata Palettuna 
idem on 1st and 3 at Ghadira on 18 Jan. 45+ off Cirkewwa on 12 Oct and 
Ghadira on 5-6 Dec. 

1988 Si 
on 
Dec. 

at Ghadira on 2-3 Feb. On 4 dates in Nov from 12-27th with 9 off Ghallis 
and 7 at M'Xlokk on 17th highesi, otherwise singles. 2 at Ghadira on 17 

POCHARD .4ythya fer ina Brajrnl a 
1987 I at Ghadira from 17 Feb to 15 l~ar and II off Cirkewwa on 12 Oct. 
1988 I daily at Ghadira from 7 Jan to 23 Feb with 2 present from 13-20 Feb. 1 at 

Ghallis on 13th and 2 at 1a' Oali on 29th, then 2 daily at Ghadira from 30 Nov 
to 31 Dec but 3 from 14-21st. 

FERRUGINOUS DUCK Aythya nyroca Brajmla t'Ghajnha Bajda 
1987 I on 10 Mar and 2 on 8 Apr at Ghadira; 6 off Oammieh on 10 Apr, then singles on 

10th and daily from 19 May to 3 Jun at Ghadira. 
1988 2 shot on 111h and 3 shot on 12 Mar both at M'Xlokk. Singles at Ghadlra on I Apr 

and 19 May. 

lUF"I ED DUCK Aythya fuliyula Brujmla tat-loppu 
1988 .~ firsi year ferr.ale at t-ianoel Isle on 25 Nov. 

RED-BREASlED MERGANSER Mergus serrator Serra 
1987 : 2 off Oammieh en 4 Ja~; the11 singles at Ghallis on 8 Nov and at Ghadlra on 

I I Dec. 
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1988 On 4 dates in Nov: singles at Bahar lc-Caghaq on 17th, at M'Xlokk on 18th and 27th, 
and 2 at Ghallis on 30th. I at Msida on 9 Dec. 

'DUCK sp. 1 A.nas sp. 

1987 : 1 on 17 Jc1n; on 6 dates in Mar from 1-·15th with highest numbers off Oammieh: 
560+ en Uth, 85+ on 14th and 270+ on 15th; otherwise in double figures. 2 
sightings on 10 Apr with 20+ at Oammieh. In autumn 1 on 8 Sep then 6 on 11th 
and on most days from 25 Oct to 18 Nov with most off Ghall is in Nov: 130+ on 
1st and 110+ on 7th, otherwise up to 20. 12 on 6th and 1 on 19 Dec. 

1988 On 7 days in Mar from 13-31st with 50+ off Oammieh on 30th highest, otherwise up to 
15. lhen 120+ again off Oammieh on 2 Apr. On 3 dates in Sep: I on 8th, 2 on 18th 
and 5 on 21st. On 16 dates from 21 Oct to 27 Nov, mostly in single to low double 
figures of up to 30 but a flock of 200+ off Ghadira on 27 Oct. On 3 dates in Dec: 
I on 71h, 6 on 11th and 9 en 19th. Most auiumn records from Ghallis. 

HONEY BUZZARD Pernis apivorus Kucccrda 
1987 : Singles on 20 Mar, and on 3rd, 9th and 26 Apr; then 1-3 on 10 dates from 5-29 May 

with no clear peak. 1 on lOth and 15+ at B'Bugia on 18 Jun. lhen two sightings 
at Has-Saptan in Jul : 15+ on 15th and 7 on 17th. In autumn 3 on 23rd and 5 on 31 
Aug, then almost daily throughout Sep with a peak from il-24th. In single to lo1; 
double figures, but 64 (2 sites) on 24th and 53 (3 siies) on 22nd. 1-6 on 10 dates 
from 1-26 OcL Most autumn sightings at Buskett and Dwejra, ~ialta. 

1988 1 at Ghadira on 21 Apr; then on 5 dates in May from 6-17th, highest 6 over Bingemma 
on 15th, otherwise singles. In autumn 8 on 10 Aug; then almost daily from 8 Sep to 
9 Oct with no clear peak. In single to low double figures of up to 20, but 46 
(3 sites) on 12 Sep. Singles on i lth and 17 Oct. Most records from Buskett and 
Dwejra, Malta. 

BLACK Kill: Nilvus migx:ans Astun lswed 
1987 : On 3 dates in Mar : 3 on 17th, 7 at 

in Apr on 4th, 6th, 12-13th and 29th. 
Gap on 22nd and 2 on 24th. 1hen singles 

Ingles on 5 dates from 2-29 May. I on 6 

1988 

Jun. In autumn 2 at B i ngemma on 26 Aug and singles at Owejra, Malta on 9th and 17 
Sep. 
Singles on 5th 
from 25 Auq to 
Buskett. -

and 10 Apr were the only records for spring. In autumn on 7 dates 
Oct; mostly 1-2 but 6 on 8th and 5+ on 12 Sep, both sightings at 

RED KI1E Milvus milvus Astun Ahmar 
1988 : Si11gles at Buskett on 24th and 29 Sep. 

EGYPliAN VUL1URE Neophron percnopterus Avultun Abjed 
1987 : 1 immature over Buskett on 24 Sep. 

SHORl-1 OED E~.GLE Circaetus gallicus Ajk l a Bajda 
1987 1 over Bus~ett on 19 Sep and 3 reported shot on 2 Nov: 2 at Hal Far and 1 at Rabat. 
1988 : Singles over Dwejra, Malta on 19 Sep and on 4 oct. 

MARSH H.~RR I ER Circus aeruginosus Bughadam P.hmar 
1987 : 1 on 6th, then 43 sightings on 25 dates from 13 Mar to 25 Apr (almost daily from 

13·-30 Mar). Mostly 1-6 but 15 at Dwejra, Malta on 22 Mar. 1-2 on 3 dates from 
19·-28 May. ~\ai n autumn passage from 30 Aug to 29 Sep with a peak from 17-25 Sep 
when dally. Highest totals were of 52 (4 sites) on 19th, 53 (3 sites) on 20th, 44 
(3 sites) on 22nd and 43 12 sites) on :24th; otherwise up tc 16. 1-2 on 6 dates 
from 2-17 Oct. 1 at B i ngemma on 7 Nov. t~ost autumn records from Buskett and 
Dwejra, ~1al ta. 

1988 In spring almost daily from 9 Mar to 1 May with no clear peak. Mostly 1-10 but 12 
at Dwejra, Malta on lOth and 30 at Wied is-Sewda on 24 Apr. On 6 days in May from 
6-28th wiH1 6 at Bingemma on 8th highest, otherwise 1-3. I on 3 Jun. 1 on 24 Aug, 
then main autumn migration from 28 Aug to 11 Oct (daily from 7-25 Sepl, with two 
main passages in Sep: 100+ over Dwejra, ~1alta and Buskett on 9th and 112+ (3 sites) 
on 21st. Also 60+ (3 sites) on I I Sep. Otherwise in s to low double figures 
of up to 20. Singles daily on 19-21 Oct, Almost all records from Dwejra, 
Malta and Buskett. 

PALLID Hf\.RR I ER Circus macrourus Abj ad 

1987 Single males at Buskett on and at Sarraflu on 21 Mar. 
1988 : Singles at ~1r!ehel on ;:5th and ai Marsaxlokk (shot) on 31 Mar. 



HEN HARRIER Circus cyaneus Bug had am P.bjad Pr I rn 
1988 ,: 2 males at Dwejra, Hal ta on 9 Sep. 

~10NI AGU 'S HARRIER Circus pygargus Bughadam Gr i z 
1987 A female found injured on 6th and a male on 28 Apr, beth at Malta. 
1988 : On 4 dates in Apr: 1 at Paradise Bay on 12th, 2 at Bi I (shot) on 

18th and 2 (shot) on 27th, at Marsaxlokk. Singles on Hay Ramla and on 12 Nov 
~~ Oammieh. 

'R i ~Gl A I L ' H~.RR I ERS Circus sp. 
1987 6 at Dwejra, Malta on 4th and singles at Bingemma en 12th and 24 Apr. In autumn 

singles on 31 Aug, 7th, 11th and 21 Sep. 
1988 1 on 29 Har; then 1-3 on 7 dates from 3-24 ?vr. 1 en 17 May. In autumn, 5 at 

Dwejra, Malta and 1 at Rabat on 9 Sep, and 1 on 11 Oct. 

SPARROWHAWK Accipiter nisus ier 
1987 Recorded only in Oct: 2 ir-Rih on 5th, singles at Ghallis and Mosta on 

11th, and at Buskett on 16th. 
1988 Singles at Buskett on 29 Sep and 4 Oct. 

BUZZARD Buteo buteo Kuccarda Prima 
1988 : I over Buskett en 4 Oct. 

LESSER-SPOll ED E~.GLE Aquila pomarina 
1988 : 1 2t Buskett on 30 Sep. 

hjkla tat-1 ikki 

BOOlED EAGLE Hieraaetus pennatus Ajkla ·~al-Kalzetti 
1988 : 1, light phase, over Bingemma on 15 ~ay. 

OSPRCY 
1987 : 

1988 

Pandion haliaetus Arpa 
at la' Cenc on 22 Har; then singles on 1st, 9th, and 12 Apr; on 29th and :31 ~~ay; 

and at Del !mara (shot) on 2 Jun. Singles in Sep on 11th, 20th, 26th and 29th, then 
I reported shot at Xrcbb l-Ghagin on 2nd and 1 at Marsaxlokk en 3 Nov. 
Singles at Ghadira on 23 Mar and at Dwejra, Gozo on 30 Apr. in autumn 12 sightings 
on 10 dates from 9 Sep to 13 Oct; all singles, except for 2 at Dwejra, Halta (where 
most sighted) on 9th. I at B'Bugia on 1 Nov. 

'BROAD\•/ I NGS' 
1987 4 on 25 Har and I on 5 

to 14 Oct with 40 (2 sites) 
1988 3 on 23rd and 1 on 28 Apr. 

but 12+ at Dwejra, Malta on 

1-4 on 3 dates from 5-17 May. 0 15 dates from 10 Sep 
en 21st and 29 at Dwejra, ~lalta h ghest; otherwise 1-13. 
In autumn on 22 dates from 5 Sep o 11 Oct, mostly 1-8 
II Sep. 

LESSER KESlREL Falco naumanni Spanju lett Sekond 
1987 : Slhgles at Sta. Lucia on 18 Mar and at Dwejra, Gozo on 13 Apr. 1 at Dingll en 19th, 

then on 5 dates at Buskett from 20-25 Sep; singles except for 2 on last date. 1 at 
Dwejra, Malta on 7 Oct. 

1988 Recorded only in autumn with 13 sighti 10 dates from 16 Sep to 5 Ocr. Mostly 
1-2 but 3 i locks were recorded: 11 at and 6 at :Jwejra, Hal ta on 16th and 12 
again at Dwejra on 20 Sep. All records from Buskett and Dwejra, Halta. 1 at Wied 
il-Ghasel on 16 Oct. 

KESlREL Falco tinnunculus Spanjulett 
1987 : On 15 dates from 1 Jan to 18 Feb; mostly singles but 3 at Oammieh on 10 Feb, 

with most si ings at Bingemma, Singles on 4th and 7th, then almost daily 
from 13-29 ; in single figures, but 28+ (4 sites) en 22nd. 1-2 on 10 days in 
Apr from 2-2Sth and on 5 days ir, Hay from 8-30th. 1 on 7th and 2 on 18 Jun, 
Singles on 3 Jul and on 31 Aug, then 2 on 5th and 1 on 7th; and on most days from 
17 Sep to 25 Oct ( daily from 19 Sep to 7 Oct and 10-19 Oct). Mostly 1-7 but a 
small influx occurred en 11 Oct r'lith a total of 60+ at 3 sites. Sinqles on 5 
dates in Nov from 2-26th and 3 s; ght I ngs in Dec: 3 and 1 on 2nd and l on 28th, 

1988 1-2 on 4 dates from 13-30 Jan. In sprinq I on 16th then or1 most from 26 l'iilr 
to 17 Apr; mostly 1-5 but 60+ at Dwejra, -Gaze en 3rd and 10+ at , l,1al ta on 
4th. Singles on 4 dales from 26 Apr to 7 May. Autumn from 27 Aug, with 8 
sightings of 1-4 to 11 Sep, then almost daily from 16 Oct \'lite max of 6 
at Dwejra, Malta on 9 otherwise 1-3. Subsequently 16 sightings on 11 scatter-
ed dates frcm 29 Oct to Dec mostly of 1-2. 

REIJ-FDDl ED FALCON Falco vespert:inus Zurnbre ll 
1987 : 14 on 3rd and 1 on 5th, then daily from 25-30 10ay (mostly 1-18) but a large influx 

occurred on 29th when 'hundreds' were sighted over Halla. Hax totals given were 
c.lOO at B'Bugia, 36 at Ghadira and 35+ at Luqa. lhen on 4 days inJun from ]-12th 
with 22 at Hal-Far on 3rd and c.S at Oawra on 12th, otherwise singles. I, probably 
an escapee, at Hizieb on 21 Jul. In autumn singles at Dwejra, Malta on 5 Oct and 
1 reported shot at the beqinning of Oct. 

1988 Singles at Dwejra, Gozoon3Apr andDwejra, t~alta on 28 Sep. 

HER'c IN 
1987 
198;3 : 

HOBBY 
1987 : 

1988 

Falco columbarius Seqer ta' Oenbu 
at Wied il-Luq on 16 Oct. 
over Buskett on 8 Sep. 

Falco subbuteo Seqer tat-Hannieqa 
On 11 dates from 13 Apr to 8 May when 1-3 on most days but max of 5 at Ramla Valley 
on 2 Hay, then singles on 4 dates from 21-29 May. In autumn almost daily from 7-30 
Sep with 8 at Dwejra, Haltaon 11th highest, otherwise 1-5. On 4 dates in Oct from 
!-19th when except for 3 on 6th, always singly. 
On 5 dates in Apr from 16-30th; singles but 4 on 21st and 6 on 24th. lhen singles 
in May at Dwejra, Malta on 21st and 28th. 1 on 31 Aug, then 34 sightings on 18 
dates from 8 Sep to 14 Oct (daily from 8-13 Sep). Hostly 1-6 but 7 at Buskett on 
11 Sep. 

ELEONORA'S FALCON Falco eleonorae Bies tar-Regina 
1987 : 3 singles in Hay: at Lunzjata on 1st, at Dwejra, Malta on 26th and over B'Kara on 

28th. 1 at Dwejra, Malta on 15 Aug then singles on 4 dates in Sep: at Dwejra, Malta 
on 8th, at Ghadira on 13th and at Buskett on 19th and 25th. 

1988 Singles at Dwejra, Halla on 9th, at Bingemma en 13th and at Oammieh on 30 Apr, and 
at Bingemma on 7 May. 3 at la' Oali/Rabat on 27 Jul. Good autumn passage, with 
1-3 on 11 dates from 6-27 Sep and singles on 1st and 12 Oct. Most autumn records 
from Busken and Dwejra, Hal ta. 

SAKER Falco cherrug Bies Rasu Bajda 
1987 1 over San Anton on 7 Oct. 
1988 : Singles at Dwejra, Malta on 27-28 Aug and at Wied Oannctta on 17 Nov, 

PER.EGR I NE Falco peregrinus B i es 
1987 Singles at Wardija Pt. on 1 Hay and Dwejra, Malta on 24 Jul. 3 singles In Sep: at 

Buskett on 25th, at San Anton on 26th and at Luqa on 28th. 
1988 Singles at Oammieh on 20th and 27 Feb and on Camino on 10 Apr. 

Unidentified FALCONS Falco 
1987 : Singles at 2 sites on 

en 5th and 10 Jun. 1 
from 1 I Sep to 8 Oct. 

1988 Singles on 12th and 21 

sp. 
22 Mar, on 13-15th, 26-28th and 31 May. 2 on 1st and singles 
on 15th and 7 at Dwejra, Malta on 30 Aug. 1-6 on 7 dates 

Host autumn r·ecords refer to Kestrel sp. 
Apr. Singles on 3 dates in May from 7-25th but 4 over 
dates from 14 Aug to 12 Oct; mostly 1-6 but 8 on 19th and 
Autumn records from Buskett and Dwejra,. Malta. 

QUI\ I L 
1987 : 

19il8 

WAIER 
1987 : 

1988 

B'Kara on 20th. Dn 24 
on 20 Sep at Buskett. 

Cot.urnix coturnix Summiena 
Singles on 4 dates from 14-26 Apr. Influx on 11 Oct with a 'few hundreds' reported 
especially along the eastern coast where 50+ were counted at Ghallis. 2 at Buskett 
on 12 Oct. 
2 at Nadur, Gczo on 5 Har; then on 8 dates in Apr from 4-30th with 2 at Zebbug, 
Gozo on 30th, otherwise singles. In singles on 5 dates from 1-27 ~1ay. 2 at 
Marsaxlokk on 20th and 1 at Dwejra, Malta on 21 Sep, then singles at Bingemma on 
2nd and at Ghallis on 30 Oct. 

RAIL Rallus aquat:icus Gallozz tax-Xltwa 
Up to 10 at Ghadira during Jan-Mar to 30th but with a max of 15 on 27 Feb; then 
1-3 till 9 Apr. I on 2 Sep followed by singles on 7 dates to 7 Oct, thereafter 
increasing to up to 10• from 3 Nov to year end. All records at Ghadira except 
for singles at Lunzjata en 1st and 14 Nov. 
Present at Ghadira from Jan-Har, mostly up to 10 
en 8 dates till 23 Apr. Singles on 28 Jun and 28 
Aug, then 2 on !st and 1-5 almost daily from 12 
to 15 counted on several days till end of year. 
for singles on 16-17 Sep, 28 Oct, 3rd, 9th, 19-20 

but max of 15 on 2 Jan. lhen 1-2 
Jul. 1 seen on most days from 3 

to 13 Nov after which date up 
records at Ghadira except 

and 24 Nov. 
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SPOTIED CR~.KE Porzana porzana Gallozz tat-likki 
1987: Singles on 12 r~ar and on 7 dates from 4-25 Apr. 1 on 24th and 2 on 30 May. A9ain 

singles on 12 Aug, 25th and 28 Sep, and 7 Nov. All at Ghadira except I at Xemxija 
16 Apr. 

1988 at Ghadira on 29 Feb and at Xemxija on 17th and 26 l•1ar, and 2 Apr; at 
ra on 11th and again at Xemxija on 14 Apr; at Kirkop on 19 Jun; at Ghadira on 

9 Aug; at Xerrxijaon II Sep; at Ghadira on 26-27 Nov and at Lunzjata on 12 Dec. 

LlllLE CRAI\E Porzana parva Gallozz Zghir 

1987 : Singles at Ghadira on 12th and 17 Mar, at Xemxija on 2nd and Mgarr, Gozo on 18 Apr. 
1988 : 2 at Ghajnsielem on 19 May. 

CORNCRP.KE Crex crex Gall ozz Ahmar 
1988 : 1 at Lunzjata on 15 May, 

'10DRHEN Ga.Ilinula chloropus Gallozz I swed 

1987 : Daily at Ghadira from 1 Jan to 5 May; mainly up to 15, but 30+ on 25 Apr and 20+ on 
3 othor dates in Apr; then 1-4 on most days till 4 Jun. 16 sightings outside 
Ghadira, mostly in Apr with max of 10 at Ghajnsielem on 18 Apr, 1-2 on 7 
scattered dates from 21 Jun to 5 Aug, but 5 on 29 Jun and 8 on 26 Jul at Ghajn
sielem. In autumn 1-2 on most days at Ghadira from 30 Aug to 30 Sep, then up 
to 8 daily from 5 Oct and up to 15 after 3 Nov on to end of year. 5 sightings 
outside Ghadira with 5 at Ghajnsielem on 18 Oct highest. 

1988 Daily at Ghadira from 1 Jan to 2 May; mainly up to 10 but max 15 on 3 dates in Jan
Feb. Only 8 sightings outside Ghadira during this period, mostly in Apr, with up 

COOl 
1987 

1988 

CRANE 
1987 : 

1988 

to 9 at Ghajnsielem. lhen on 16 dates from 6 May to 25 Jun. Usually 1-2 but up to 
10 at Ghajnsielem, 10 sightings from 6 Jul to 28 Aug- singles at Ghadira but up 
to 20, including juveniles at Ghajnsielem. In autumn, daily at Ghadira from 10 Oct 
onwards; mainly up to 15 but up to 20 counted on 4 dates in Nov-Dec. 10 sightings 
outside Ghadira in Nov and Dec with 8 at Ghajnsielem on 20 Nov and 29 Dec. 

Fulica atra ·1 igiega tal-Bahar 
Daily at Ghadira from Jan-Apr; mainly up to 9 but 10 on 24 Jan then decreasing 
gradual after 5 Mar with 1-2 remaining from 19 Mar to 27 Apr. Singles on 8-9 May 
and I s i occass ion ally in Jun-Aug but seen more frequently from 4 Sep when on 
most days to 21 Oct. lhen 2 daily from 27 Oct onwards, but 3 in late Oct and on 9 
Nov. Only 2 sightings outside Ghadira; singles at Ghajnsielem on I Jan and 8 Feb. 
1-3 daily at Ghadira from 1 Jan to 22 Mar, then 1 sighted occasionally between 

but 2 on 12th and 31 Oct. Again daily from 1 Nov onwards with 2 gradually 
ncreasing to 30 by late Dec. 10 sightings outside Ghadira: singles at Ghajnsielem 

on 21st and 26 May; on 7 dates in Nov, with singles at Bahar ic-Caghaq (dead) on 
9th, at Msida on 14th, at la' Oal1 on 22nd and at Piela' on 27th, 2-4 at Ghajnslelem 
in Nov-Dec. 

Crus grus Gr awv,;a 
s at Marsa on 13 Jan and 12 Feb. lhen 14 sightings on 6 days from 6-23 Har 
frorn 6-13thl: mainly 1-4 but 255+ from 5 sites on 8th (c.l20 over Ghadira and 

a flock of 71 over Valletta). Mso 13 at Luqa on 6 Mar. 1 at Salina on 10 Apr. 
In autumn 3 over Ghadira on 7 Oct, 2 over Ghallis on 7 Nov and 15 at la' Oali on 
17 Dec. 
c.IOO over Gozo on 10 Har; 2 at 1·1arsa on 12 Sep; and on 3 dates in Nov: 2 at Dwejra, 
Gozo on 7th, and singles at Xernxija on 13th and at Marsaxlokk (shot) on 16th. 

OYSl ERC?.l CHEP. Haematopus ostralegus Gallina t a l-Bahar 
1987 I in the South Camino Channel on 2 Apr. lhen 2 at Xemxija on 1st and 2 shot at 

las-Safra on 6 Aug. 
1988 8 off L-Ahrax on 2 Aug and 2 sightings at Ghallis in Sep: 2 on 3rd and 4 on 18th. 

BLACK-i·i I NGED s·l ILl Himantopus !Jimantopus 
1987 6 on 14th and 1 on 15 Har; 3 on 3rd, 15 on 

on 23 Jul; at Ghadira. Hso 3 shot at B'Bugia on 5 Apr. 
1988 fl.t Ghadira 1 or: ]7~22 ~1ar~ then 1-2 from 13-fl.pr to 9 [''lay, 1 on 19 3 on 12 Jun 

and 1 Jul, then singles on 2 Jul, 7 P.ug and 1 Nov. A bird witr, a sl ghtly injured 
wing released in early May stayed on till end of year. 3 sightings outside Ghadira: 
2 at Selina on 11 Jul; ar.d 5 on 14th and 32 on 27 ~.ug offshore. 
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AVOCEl Recurvirostra avosetca Xifa 
1988: Singles at B'Bugia on 18th and daily at Ghadira from 25 Aug to 6 Sep. 10 in Ghadira 

Bay ')n 6 Dec, 

s·IONE CURLEW Burhinus oedicnemus leller ita 
1987 Singles at Xemxija on 17 Apr and at Delirrara on 25 Jun. 
1988 : Singles at Comino on 24 Apr and at la' Cenc on 23 Jun. 

L Ill LE RINGED PLOVER Charadrius dubius Monake ll a 
1987 : In spring singles on 6th and 8th, then 1-6 daily at Ghadira from 11 Mar to 23 Apr 

but 11 on 22 Mar. Singles again at Ghadira on 8 dates from 29 Apr to 26 May. On 
most days from 3 Jul to 17 Aug; mainly up to 4 but 7 at Ghadlra on 9 Aug; then 19 
sightings of 1-7 birds from 26 ~.ug to 3 Oct.and 14 at Ghadira on 11 oct. Singles on 
26 Oct and 2 Nov. Most autumn records from Ghadira and Salina. 

1988 1-2 from 2-6th, then up to 15 daily from 13 Mar to 30 Apr and singles on 12 days 
from 1 May to 10 Jun. In autumn 1-8 almost daily from 5 .Jul to 28 Sep and 1-2 
daily from 8-15 oct. 1 on 26 Oct. ~~ost records at Ghadira. 

RINGED PLOVER Charadrius hiaticula Monakella Prima 
1987 : 1 at Ghadira on 21 Apr, then 18 sightings from 4 May to 4 Jun with 1-4 at Ghadira 

on most days and 5 at Salina on 7 May .. 1 on 13 Jun. In autumn singles on 4 days 
in Aug from 1-20th and on 7 Sep, then almost daily from 14 Sep to 17 Oct when mainly 
1-2 but 3 on 15 oct. Singles from 6-12th and 25 Nov to 2 Dec, 2 sightings outside 
Ghadira in autumn: 2 at Luqa on 8th and 6 at Ghallis on 1 I Oct. 

1988 1·-2 from 25-30 Apr and 8-14 i~ay. SinrJles on 26-28 May, 20 Jul, and 27th and 29-31 
Aug. 1-3 daily franc 3 Sep to 1 Oct. All records at Ghadira except for two: 3 at 
Delimara on 5th and 1 at B'bugla on 30 Sep. 

KENliSH f'LOVER Charadrius alexandrinus Monakella Saqajha Suwed 
1987 Singles at Ghadira on 16-18 Mar and at Hal Far on 10 Apr. 
1988 : 1 on 11 Mar then 1 on 16th and 1-2 on 18-20 Apr. 51 ngles from 29 May to 2 Jun and 

17 JUL. from 28 Aug to 3 Sep and singles on 6th and 18 Sep; on 2nd, from 14-17 
th and on 24 Oct. M l records at Ghad ira except for 1 at Salina on 29 Jul. 

DOl.lEREL Charadrius moxinellus Birwina 
1987 2 on 7th and 1 on 11 Sep. lhen on 6 clays from 3-12 Oct; rPainly 1-2 but 5 at 

D1mjra, Malta on 11 Oct. Singles at Cihallis on 8th and at Bingemma on 27 Nov, 
1988 2 at 11-0aws on 3 Apr. 11 sightings from 3-25 Sep; mainly 1-2 but 4 at Marsa

xlokk on 3 Sep, Singles in Oct on 101h, 13th and 16th; and in Nov on 13th and 17th 

GOLDEN PLOVER Pluvialis apricada Pluviera 
1987 : c.25 at Marsascala on 1st and 4-6 on 3 dates from 6-16 Mar. Early birds on 18 

Sep and 6 on 11. Oc+, then 6 s.ightings on 4 dates from 1-18 Nov; mainly 1-2 but c.10 
at Luqa on 11 Nev. 1 on 9 Dec. 

1988 1 on 28th and 2 on 29 Oct, then 12 si ings on 9 dates from 3-28 Nov; mainly 1-3 
but 4 at ~lr i ehe l on 28 Nov. I on 17 

GREY PLOVER Pluvialis squatarola Pluv iera Pastarda 
1987 Singles at Ghadira on 24-25th and at Sal ina on 26 May. 
1988: Singles on 20-21 May; 25 Sep- 1 Oct, and on 11 Nov, all at Ghadira. 

LAPWING Vanellus vanellus Venewwa 
1987 : On 6 days in Jan from 15-24th with up to 7 at Luqa on 19th. On 6 days In Mar 

from 5-25th; mostly 1-6 but 7 at Ghadira on 5th. Singles at Ghadira on 8 Apr 
and 6 Jul. 17 sightings on 14 dates f-rom 1 Nov to 29 Dec when in single to low 
double f1gcres of up to 25, bet 78+ over Ghadira or, 12 Dec. 

1988 4 at Hal Far on 19 Sep and 17 over Bingemma on 29 Oct. 12 sightings on 8 days 
from 12-28 Nov; rnos~ly 1-8 but 20 at ~1rier.el on 28 Nov, then 1-2 daily at 
Ghadira from 30 Nov to 11 Dec. 2 on 13th, 7 on 14th and 1 daily again at Ghadira 
from 23· 30 Dec. 

SP.I~DERLING Calidris alba Pispisella Bajdc: 
1987 : Singles at Ghadira on 5th, 7th and 9 May; and on 15 Oct. 

Ll.llLE SliNl Calidris minuta -lertuxa 
1987 : 2-4 at GC.adira from 14-20 Mar ar.d sinsles there on 4th and 6th, then daily from 11 

~.pr to2Jun; in sicgle to low double fi of up to 25, but max of 35 on 5 Hay. 
Only 8 si~Jhtir:9s outside Gh2dlrc with 1 at Selina en 10 f-1ray highest. ::in9Les on 
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1988 

6th and 23-24 Jun, 9th, 13-14th and 27 Jul. lhen daily at Ghadira from 29 Jul to 
4 Dec; in single figures but 10 on 31 Jul and 15+ on 4 P.ug. 8 sightings outside 
Ghadira, mostly at Salina with 11 there on 3rd and 15+ at Xemxija on 31 P,ug. 
Single to low double figures, max 35, daiLy at Ghadira from 24 Mar to I Jun. I 
sighting outside Ghadira. lhen 2 at Salina on 2nd and at Ghadira on 9-10 Jun. In 
autumn dail from 21 Jul to 6 Nov (mostly at Ghadiral; oouble figures in Jul-Sep 
with 18+ Salina on 27 Jul and 17 at Ghadira on 23 Aug highest. 1-7 after 28 Se~ 

l EM~~ I NCK' S S 11 N-1 Calidr is termninckii l er tux a Gr i z a 
1987 : 1 on 26 Apr and 1-2 on most days from 4-22 at Ghadira. In autumn 

on 29 Jul, on 2nd and on 30 Aug - I Sep, 2 on Sep and I on 25 Oct. 
Ghadira. 

1988 1-2 at Ghadlra_on 7 days frcm 22 Apr to 12 In autumn singles on 17th, 22nd, 
25th and 2 on 26th, all at Salina, and I on Jul, 2 on 2nd and singles on 3rd 
and 28 Aug, 8th, 15th and 29 Sep, and 2 on 6 Oct, all at Ghadira. Also 2 at 
Salina on 15 Sep. 

CURLEW SANDPIPER Calidris ferruginea Beggazz ina Hamra 
1987: 2 on 7th and daily from 20 Apr to 30 May; in si to low double figures of up to 

at Com i no on 26 Apr. ! r. autumn, 
at Ghadira 6 on 31 Jul, 3 on 4th 

1988 

DUNLIN 
1987 : 

1988 

RUFF 
1987 

1988 

35 but 5C+ on 5 Hay. ALL at Ghadira except fer 
at Salina 4-6 on 5 days from 27 Jul to 3 Aug, and 
and singles on I 1 Aug, lOth and 14 Sep. 
5 i ngles on 4-5th and 12th, then 1-6 almost daiLy from n Apr to 25 M l at 
Ghadira except for 1 at Salina on 23 ,~pr. In autumn 9 sightings of 1 from 18-23 
Jul from Gradiraand Salina, then I on 8th and 1-5 at Ghadira daily from 22 Aug to 
25 Sep, with 3 other sightings outside Ghadira. 

Calidris alpina Beggazzlna 
Singles at Ghadira on 1st 4th 
12 days frcm 30 Jul to 
at Ghadfra on 8-10 Sep and on 

and on 5 May_ In autumn 15 sightings on 
bui· 6 at Sal ina on 3 I hen si.ngles 

days '!here from 2-12 Oct. at Sal ina on 27 
Oct and 3 at Ghallis on 13 Nov. 1-2 at Ghadira on most days from 14 Nov to 2 Dec 
and I again at Ghallis on 27 Nov. 
Singles in spring at la' Oali on 25 Apr 
daily at Ghadira from 21 Jul to 10 D 
sightings outside Ghadira, mostly at 
Sep highest. 

Philomachus pugnax G i rw i e L 

and at Ghadira on 8 May. In autumn almost 
in single figures, max 10on 19 S.ep. 11 

L s in Sep and Nov, with 14 there on 18 

DaiLy at Ghadira from 20 Feb to 30 May; in single +o Low double figures with max 
of 23 on 3 Apr. Highest numbers in Apr. 6 sightin s outside Ghadira with 8 at 
Luqa or. 18 Mar highest. lhen singles at Salina on th and at Ghadira from 8-12 
Jun. In autumn 1-2 at SaL ina or< 2-3rd and singles a Ghadira en 4th and 9 Aug, 
and on 3 Sep. 
2 on 20th and I on 28 Feb. lhen daily from~ l~ar to 6 Jun when in single tc Low 
double fi with max of 26 on 22 ~.pr. Hiqhest numbers from late ~~ar Late 
Apr. AL at Ghadira except for 3 sightings ~ith 6 at Luqa on 28 Mar hi 
On several days, mostly at Ghadira from 21 Junto 29 Oct with most in 
mainly 1-2 but 3 at Ghadira on 22 Aug and at Ghallis on 15 Sep. 

JACK SN 1 PE Lymnocryptes minimus C i nkonja 
1987 Singles at Dwejra, Malta on 14 Mar and at Ghadira en 4 Nov. 
1988 Only in singles: at Ghadira on I ; at Xemoi on 9 Nov; and on 5 dates in Dec: 

at Ghacira on 2-3rd, 15th, 18th 30th and Bingemma on 31st. 

SNIPE Gallinago gallinago BeR.hacc 
1987 : Singles at Ghadira on 16 Jan and on 10 days from 23 Feb to 15 Mar. ']hen singles at 

Xemxlja en 18 and at Rihana on lsi and on 5 at Ghadira from 24-30 
Apr. In autumns ngles at ira on 12th and at Dwejra, ta on 26th ilfld 30 Sep; 
and again at Ghadira on 30-31 Oct. 

1988 Singles at Ghadira frm. 22-25th and 2 shot at Harsaxlokk on 31 t'lar. !hen on 7 days 
mostly at Ghadira, from 11-26 Apr; singles but 2 on 25th. Late si at Ghadira 
en 6th ar:.d 9-10 Jur.. In aL'h:mn, 1-3 en 15 dc1ys frorr, 22 singles on 4 
dates in Oct from 3-31st and on 4th and 13 ~Jov. rc~ostly ira, her. 1-4 
almost dally again et Ghadlra from 5-31 Dec. 7 autGmn sightir.gs cuts ide Ghadlra. 

GP.E i\ 1 51' I PE 
1987 51 
1988 I 

Callinagc media Bekk2cc ta' 
at Ghadira on 17th and 27 

Ghadir3 on 18-19 Apr ar:.d l 
or 27 •\ic:y · 

in Sep. 

1 0 
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WOODCOCK Scolopax rusticola Gallina 
1987 : Singles at Ghadira on 20th, at Bingemma on 21st and 2 near Mosta on 24 Jan. lhen 

again singles at Bingemma on 10 Oct, at Mgarr ix-Xini on 7 Nov and at Pwales on 
18 Dec. 

1988 13 sightir.gs on II dates from 27 Oct to 25 Nov (daily from 27 Oct to I Nov): 
mostly 1-3 but 20+ shot in early Nov at Bingemma. 

BLACK-lAILED GODW!l Limosa limosa Girwiel Prim 
1987 In spring only recorded at Ghadira with I on 28 Feb and 3-7 daily from 6-16 l~ar. 

lhen a from 9-19 Jul again at Ghadira and a flock of 31 off Ghallis on 29 Aug. 
1988 Singles at Ghadira on 27 Feb, and daily from 24 Mar to 1 Apr. 

BAR-!~. i LED GODW 11 Limos a lapponica Girwiel Denbu bl-lstrixxi 
1988 : I at Ghadira on 6 Oct. 

WHIMBREL Numenius phaeopus Gurl in Zghi r 
1988 : Flock of 9 (2 shot) ai Oammieh on 25 t~ar, 1 shot at Marsaxlokk on 19 Aug and 1 at 

Ghadira on 1 Sep. 

CURLEW Numenius arquata Gurlin 
1988 : I at Oammieh on 16 Apr, 2 off Ghallis on 30 Oct, and on 25 Nov and I at Marsa

xlokk on 7 Dec. 

'CURLEW sp.' Numenius sp. 
1987 : 3 over Ghallis on 13 Nov. 

SPOl'l ED REDSHANK Tringa erythropus Cuvett 
1gs7: All sightings at Ghadira: singles daily from 8-15 ~1ar, 1-5 almost daily from 1-18th 

and 1 on 27 Apr. lhen singles on 5th and 8 May, on 26 Jun and 3Ncv. I record out-
side Ghadira: 1 at Comino on 26 ~.pr. 

1988 Singles on IS-19th and 24 Apr, on 16 Jun, 25th and 2 on 28 Aug; then I on I Sep, 
on 16 Oct and I on 23 Nov. All at Ghadira except for I at Salina on 23 P.ug. 

REDSH~.NK Tringa totanus Pluverott 
1987 : All sightings from Ghadira. I on 28 Feb; 1-2 from 13-16th and I on 26 ~ar; singles 

on lith and 19 Apr; 1-2 daily from 17-27 May; 1-3 on It days from 20 Junto 25 Jul; 
singles on 8th and 27 Aug; 7th and from 17-24 Oct. Only 2 sightings outside 
Ghadira: singles at Salina on 26 Jun and 9 Jul. 

1988 In spring 1-2 at Ghad ira on 14 days from 1-20 P.pr, then up to 7 daiLy at same 
place from 9 Jun to 23 Jul, when also a few sightings from Salina. lhen 1 at St. 
Jul ians on 1st, and at Ghadira again 2-3 on 3-4th, singles on 6th and from 19-24 
Aug, and on 14 Nov. 

HARSH SANDPIPER Tringa stagnatilis Cev;cewwa Zgh ira 

1987 Singles at Ghadira on 2-3rd and 5-7 Apr. 
1988 : Singles at Ghadira on 31 Mar and 3-5 Apr. 

GR.EENSH~.NK Tringa nebularia Cewcewwa 
1987: Daily from 30 Mar to 27 Apr, mostly up to 5 but 7 on 16th and 9 on 17th. lhen 1-2 

on 4-5th and I en 23May. Singles on 9th and 11-13 Jul; 13th, 27th and 31 Aug; and 
on 5 Sep. ALL at Ghadira except for the 9 Jul bird sighted at Salina. 

1968 2+ at Hal Far on 8th and 1-2 almost daLLy at Ghadira from 13-27 Apr. On most days 
from 20 Jul to 22 Sep (daily from 30 Jul to 24 Aug), mostly 1-3 but 4 at Ghadira 
on 10 Aug. Only 4 sightings outside Ghadira in autumn. 

GREEN SANDPIPER Tringa ochropus Swejda 
1987 : I at Ghadira on 28 Feb, then 1-2 on 12 dates from 9 Mar to 23 Apr. In autumn on 8 

dates from 25 Jun to 24 Jul, when in singles except for 6 on 12 Jul, then 1-2 on 
II dates from 2-31 Aug, 2 on 13th and I on 16 Sep; 5 on 11th and singles on 15th, 
16th and 28 Oct. Most autumn records at Ghadira. 

1988 1-2 on 23 dates, mostly at Ghadira from 13 Mar to 29 Apr. On most days from 
16 Jun to 9 Sep with 44 sightings, mostly from Ghadira. Usually 1-5 but 6 at 
Ghadira on 10 Jul and at Camino on 15 Aug. 

WOOD SANDPIPER Tringa glareola Pespus tal-Bahar 
19tl7 In spring, I on 13th and 1-3 on 18-19 Mar. lhen almost daily at Ghadira from 

2 Apr to 24 May; mostly 1-10 but 25 on 14 Apr. Only 6 sightings outside Ghadira. 
In autumn on 25 days from 7 Jul to 30 Aug, with max of 8 at Sal ina en 29 Jul, 

ll 
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1988 

C0~1~10N 

1987 : 

1988 : 

otherwise 1-5: mostly at Ghadira and Sal ina. lhen 4 on 1st and singles on 7 dates 
from 5-25 Sep, all at Ghadira. 
Singles on 4th, 22-23rd and 29 Mar. lhen almost daily sightings from 3 Apr to 25 
May (daily at Ghadira from 13 Apr to 5 Mayl, with 20+ at Xemxi ja on 3 Apr highest, 
otherwise 1-10. Singles at Ghadira on 5 days inJun from 14-28th; then on most 
days from 3 Jul to 8 Sep, mostly in single to low double figutes of up to 29, but 
flocks of c. 173 at Sal ina on 11 Jul, 80+ on 31 Jul, 50+ on 1 Aug and 39 on 16 Aug 
at Ghadira. Singles on 11 days at Ghadira from 10 Sep to II Oct. 

SANDPIPER Actitis hypoleucos Beggazz Ina tar-Rokka 
1-2 on 4 days from 14-ISth, then on most days from 29 Mar to 26 May with daily 
si ings from 9 Apr to 10 May. Mostly up to 10 but 20 at Ghadira on 25 A.pr and 
1 on Gozo on 3 May. lhen 1-2 on 17 d~ys from 23 Junto 21 Jul and almost daily 
from 26 Jul to 6 Sep with max of 12-14 at Salina on 28-29 Jul; otherwise 1-10 
mostly at Ghadira and along coasts. Singles on 9th, 12-13th and 19 Sep and on 11 
OcL 
In spring, almost daily sightings from 31 Mar to 14 May with a peak in late A.pr, 
with 90+ at Ghallis on 24 A.pr highest, otherwise 1-10, mostly at Ghadira. Singles 
on 5 days inJun from 2-24th but 4 at Sal ina on last day. Main autumn migration 
from 3 Jul with almost daily sightings till 22 Sep. Highest numbers from mid-Jul 
to mid-Aug. Mostly in single figures but 14 at Ghallis on 22 Jul and max of 10 
at Sal ina on 5 days in Jul. ~lost sightings at Ghadira and Sal ina. lhen singles on 
28 Sep; 17 Oct; on 6 days from 5-30 Nov and on 15 Dec. 

I URNS lONE 
1987 Si 
1988 : I 

Arenaria interpres Monakella lmper jal i 
at Ghadira on II May and at Bugibba on 4 Jun. 

ly at Ghadira from 10-14 May. 

POf.1A.RINE SKUA Stercorarius pomarinus Ciefa ta' Denbha 
1988 : 1 off Oammieh on 1 Apr (light phase), 

~;ED ll ERRANE.IIN GULL Larus melanocephalus Gaww i ja Rasha Sewda 
1987 On 27 dates from 2 Jan to 25 Mar; mostly in single to low double figures but 50+ 

on 8 Jan and 30+ on 19 Feb in Grand Harbour. lhen 3-4 on IS-20th and 2 on 25 Apr 
at Sliema; and singles on 2-4th, 17-lBth, 20th and 23 May. 2 on 15 Oct; singles 
on 4th and 6th, two sightings of 1-2 on 21st and 20+ off Ghallis on 22 Nov. 
released at Ghadira on 8 Dec, present till end of year. 

1988:: I he bird at Ghadira present daily from Jan to 2 Dec; otherwise on 9 dates from 
Jan to 26 Mar; mostly up to 14 but 35+ at Sl lema on 1 Jan. Singles on 23-24 Oct 
and on 9 dates from 1 Nov to 3 Dec with 15 at Ghallis on 16 Nov highest. Almost 
all sightings at Ghallis. 6 at Ghadira on 8 Dec. 

LlllLE GULL Larus minut:us Gawwija Zghira 
1987 Singles at Ghallis on 15th and at Valletta on 19 Jan. 
1988 : Singles at Oammieh on 9 Jan and at Ghadira on 16 Feb; then 4 on 

on lith and 2 on 16 Nov. II sightings on 8 days in Dec from 
3 at Ghadira on 22 Dec. 

BLACK.-HEADED GULL Larus ridibundus Gaww i ja Rash a Kannel! a 

5 on lOth, 
mainly 1-2. but 

1987 : Recorded frequently from Jan to mid-Mar mostly from the Grand Harbour where 200-
400 on several days but 500+ on 8 Jan and 19 Feb. 50+ at same place on 25th and 
on 28 Mar. 2 on 1st and singles on 6th and 18 Apr, 28th and 30 Jul, and 18-19 
Aug. lon250ct, then 1-30 almost daily from 4-24 Nov but 70+ off Ghallis on 6th. 
Up to 30 on most days in Dec but 50+ at St.Elmo Pt. on 25th. Most records from 
harbours and alone the coast. 

1988 Vlintering mostly ln harbours in Jan-Feb; mainly 200-500 but 1000+ at Manoel Isle on 
8 Jan and in Grand Harbour on 26 Feb. On 11 dates inMarto22nd, with 100+ on 8th 
highest. Singles on 3 Apr and 9 Jun. Singles on 5 days at Ghadira and Salina 
12-31 Jul and on 8 P.ug. "I hen 2 on 22nd and 10 on 29 Oct and almost daily from 2 
Nov to end of year in harbours and a long the coast with max of 200+ at 1"1arsa on 22 Nov. 

SI_ENDER-B I LLEO GULL Larus genei Ga1;~v i ja Geddumha Rq i q 
1987 1 at Oammieh on 21 Nov, 
1988 : 3 at Oarnmieh on 19 f,1ar. 2-6 fr':lrn ~-1 Jul to 2 Aug, then daily frcm 25 Aug to 

mostly 1-2 but 5 on 27 Aug, all at Ghadira. I on 15th and 2 on 31 Oct, and 
on L Nov at Ghall is 

12 
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Gawwija Dahrha lswed LESSER BL.~CK-BACKEO GULL Larus fuscus 
1987 Singles on 20th and 23 Mar, thee 

and 14 25-26 Oct and 2 on 4 
daily at Ghadira from 10 Apr to 15 May; 9-IOth 
Nov. 

1988 1 at Ghall son 16 Nov. 

YELL0\'1-LEGGED GULL Larus cachinnans Gawwija Prima 
1987 : Present all the year except for a period between late Jun-mid Oct when only 

sporadic sightings. Highest numbers at the Filfla breeding colony where 200+ 
in early Jun, otherwise in single to double figures of up to 30 during the 
winter months, but 100+ at Ghar Lapsi on 7 Apr. 

1988 Mostly recorded along the coasts and in harbours throughout the year from 
the breeding colonies. Highest numbers in winter with 150+ off Ghar Laps on 24 
Jan and 120+ in Grand Harbour on 6 Nov. Fewer sightings between late Jun and late 
Sep. 

GULL-B I LLFD lER.N Gelochelidon nilotica C i r lewwa Geddumha Ohxon 
1987 : 2 on Uth I on 28th and 4 on 29 1\.pr, all at Ghad ira; 2 at Ghall is on 29 

Aug; 2 at on 18th and 1 at Ghallis on 25 Oct; singles in Nov at 
Cirkewwa on Ghallis on 8th and 13th and at Comino on 26th. 

1988 2 on 10 Mar nd on 8 May and 24 Jun, all at Ghadira. lhen I on 3rd, 9 on 
17th, i on 1 th on 21-22 Sep; 2 on 9th and 1 on 29 Oct; singles on 1st and 3 
Nov, all at hall is. 

CASPIAN 1 ERN St:erna cas pia C i r lewwa Prima 
1987 Singles at Ghadira on 29-30 Apr and I killed at Luqa on 23 Oct. 
1988 : 2 off Ghallis on 15th and at Ghadira on 30 Oct; and I again at Ghadira on 9 Nov, 

SANDWICH lERN Sterna sandvicensis Cirlewwa tax-Xitwa 
1987 : Singles on 15th and 17 Jan. 1-5 on 4 days from 4-18 Oct and on 8 days from 4-18 

Nov; mostly 1-6 but 10+ at Ghallis on 6th. 14 off Oammieh on 13 Dec. Most 
sightings at Ghallis. 

1988 Singles off L-Ahrax Pt. on 23 Jan and at Ghadira on 10-1 i l~ar; then 2 on 2 Sep, 
and 22 sightings on 17 dates from 15 Oct to 29 Nov; mostly i-3 but 5+ at Ghall is 
on 10 Nov. 

COMMON lEHN St:e.rna hirundo Cirlewwa tal-Bahar 
1988 : Singles at Ghadira on 25 Jun and in Gozo on 2 Nov. 

L Ill LE l EPN .Sterna albifrons 
1988 : 1 at Ghadira on 13 May. 

Cirlew;;a Zahira 

WHISKERED lERN Chlidonias hybridus Cirlew"a b:il-Mustacci 
1987 Singles at Ghadira on 24 Jun and Delimara on 18 Nov. 
1988 : hm records at Ghadira: 1 found freshly dead on 25 Jun and 2 on 5 Jul. 

BLP.CK 1 ER~I Clllidonias niger C i r lewwa Sewda 
1987 : Singles at Mgarr, Gozo on 30 Apr, at Salina on 28 Jul and at Ghallis on 8 Sep. 
1988 : I at Golden Bay on 2 Jun; 2 at Birzebbuga on 18th and singles at Ghadira on 

25th and 29 Aug. 

WHilE-\-IINGED BLACK lERN Chlidonias leucopt:erus Cirlewwa taL-Gewnah .~bjad 

1988 : 2 at Dwejra, Gozo on I May and at St. E l,mo Pt. on 5 Nov. 

'MARSH lERNS' Cl1lidonias sp. 

1987 1 at Ghadira on 16 Aug. 
1988 3 at Sl iema on 25 Aug, and 4 at Ghal L i :; on 3 Sep. 

ROCK DOVE Columba livia ludun ral-Gebel 
1988 : 2 at Q.,ejra, Gozo on 9 Sep. 

WOODPIGEOI'I Columba palumbus lu,jun 
1987 Singles at Lunzjata on 7 ~ar and at Ghadira on 2 Dec. 
1988: Influx in Nov.: 30+ at Gozo and sonc€ at id-Delli on 7th, 20+ at Xaghra 

on 8th, 7 at Ghadira on and 3 at Xaghra on lOth. 

lURlLE DOVE Streptopelia turtur Gamiema 
1987 : 1 on 5th, then almost daiLy from 10 to 31 r-.':ay; in single to lo\11 double 

figures bur 120+ L3 si tesl in Gozo on ~~ay: 1-2 on most dcys throughout Jun and 
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1988 

CUCK.OO 
1987 : 

1988 

1-2 on 7 dates from 1 Jul to I Aug. On autumn migration almost daily from 30 Aug 
to 27 Sep with max of 5 at Buskett en 13 Sep, otherwise 1-4. Singles on 6th and 
and on 14-16 Oct. 
Singles on 17th, 26th and 31 Mar, then almost daily from 2 Apr to 31 May (most in 
mid-Apr to early Mayl. In single to double figures of up to 35, but 350• at 
Camino and 40• at Ghadira on 24 Apr. lhen 1-·2 on most days inJun but 6 at 
Bingemma on 12th, and 1-2 on 7 days from 9 Jul to 3 Aug. On autumn migration from 
12 Aug when in single figures on a few dates till 3 Sep, then in single to double 
figures from various sites to 25 Sep, with 100• on lOth, 70• on 21st and c.60 on 
16th, all at Buskett. 1-2 on 5 dates from 29 Sep to 15 Oct. 

Daqquqa K.ahla Cuculus canorus 
Singles on 26th and 
8 i ngernma on 29 Apr. 
Sep. 

30 ~ar; then 1-2 on most days from 10 Apr to 10 ~lay but 4 at 
Singles on 20 May; 16 Jul; lith, lEith and 24 Aug; and on 27 

1 on lOth aqd daily from 16-24 Apr 
wise 1-2. Singles on 5 dates from 
singles on 6 dates from 8-21 Sep. 

with 4 at Partes Des Bombes on 21st, other-
26 Apr to 4 May. In autumn 8 sighflngs of 

BARN OVIL Ty~o alba Barbaoann 
1987 Singles in Gozo on 19"Jul, at Sliema on 5 Sep and I caught at Gozo on 20 Nov. 
1988 : 1 on 26 Jan and 5 unfledged juveniles found dead at nest site on 19 Hay in Gozo. 

SCOPS Owl Otus scops Kokka 
1987 : Singles ai Bingemrna on 20 Jan, 2-3 Apr, and "10 ~lay, then at" Zejtun on 30 May. In 

autumn n singles at Kapuccini Valley on 15th and at Lunzjata on 28 Oct and on 8 
Nov and B i nge!Tma en 15 Nov and 28 Dec. 

1988 In spring on 10 days from 18 Mar l"o 30 singles, except for 2 at Camino on 24 
,~pr. In autumn singles on 4 dates from Oct, on 10 Nov and 13 Dec. Most sight-
-i ngs from 8 i ngemma. 

LONG-lARED 0\'L Asia ot:us Oattus 
1987 : 1 shot at Del imara on 16 Mar. 

SHOl-EAREO OWL Asia flammeus Kokka tax-Xaghri 
1987 Singles at Ghadira on 15 Mar and at Xlendi on 2 Dec. 
1988 : Singles at Oammieh on 19 Mar, at Mgarr, Malta on 25 Sep (found injured) and 

at Ghallis on 30 Oct. 

N I GHl JAR Caprimulgus europaeus Buqrajq 
1987 Singles at Bingemma co 8-9th and 19 f\pr, and from various sites in May on 1-2nd, 

24th and 28-30th. 1-2 on 6 dates at Owejra, Malta from 15-28 Sep. 
1988 1 on 12th, then 10 si·~htings on 7 dates from 24 to :21 May; singles except 

SWiFl 
1987 : 

1988 

for 2 at Ramla on 1 May. In autumn singles on 9 from 6 Sep to 4 Oct, 
mostly at Owejra, Malta. 1 at Xemxija on 21 Oct. 

Apus apus Rundun 
Almost daily sightings from 13 Mar to 13 Sep but with a slight decrease in Jul. 
Hos tl y in daub le figures but treble figures on 2 dates in May, 6 dates in 1\.ug 
and once in Sep with 1000+ at Rabat and 300+ at Golden Bay on 9th and 300+ at 
Dwejra, ~!alta on 17, all in Aug. 1-3 on 6 dates from 19 Sep to 15 Oct. 
1 on 12th and 2 on 18th, then frequently from 23 Mar to 23 Sep with most sightings 
in May-Jun and in Sep. MostLy in double fi but in treble figures on a few 
days bet~-:een May-Sep wi·fh 300+ at 0\\'ejra, ta on 30 May highest. Singles on 30 
Sep and 2 Oct. 

PALL 10 SWIFI Apus pallidus F<undun Kannell i 
1987 1 at Harsalforn on 15 Nov. 
1988 : 1 at Dwejra, ~lal ta on 4 Jun. 

P.LP I NE 
1987 

1988 

5\' IF I A pus melba Rund~n 

2 on 14i h and 27 f,1ar; then 
on13Jul; lon9thand2or. 
8 sighti on 6 scattered d2fes 
IC Apr. on 13th and singles on 25 Jun 
on 2 dates - 1Cth and 21 Sep. 

\4 

from 4-26 Apr; 1 on 28 Jun; 2 on 7th ar.d 
on 17-16 Oct. 

mostly 1-3 but 5 ct Camino on 
n autumn 5 sightin£s of singles 
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K!NGFISHER Alcedo at.this Ghasfur ta' San Martin 
19137 : 1-2 daily at Ghadira from 1 Jan to 17 l~ar. In autumn again daily at Ghadira from 

5 Auq t6 year end; mostly 1-2 but 3 on 6 dates in Sep-Oct. Only 3 sightings of 
singles outside Ghadira: en 13th and 29 Sep and 19 Oct. 

1988 1-2 daily at Ghadira from I Jan to 23 Mar and singles on 30-31 Mar. In autumn 
daily from 17 Jul to end of year at Ghadira; mostly 1-3 but 4-5 from mid-Sep to 
mid-Oct. 7 sightings of singles outside Ghadira. 

BEE-EAlER Merops apiaster Oerd in-Nahal 
1987 : Singles on 5 Apr and 2 May; then 6 on 20th and 14 sightings on 6 days from 25-31 

May; mainly up to 10 but 100• at Bahrija on 28 May; 8 on 18th and I on 24 Jun; 
then on 4 dates from 20-28 Sep with 50+ at Zebbug on 27th highest, otherwise 1-15. 

1988 In spring 13 sightings on 9 dates from 11 f\.pr to 24 May with 10 at L-lkl in on 12 
Apr highest, otherwise 1-6. 6 on 12th and I on 22 Jun. In autumn, 9 sightings in 
Sep with 50+ at Lunzjata on 12th and 1-7 on 5 dates from 19-30th. 

ROLLER Coracias garrulus Farrug 
1987 1 at Owejra, Malta on 4 Sep. 
1988 : Flock of 7 over Buskett on 9th and 1 at t~arsa on 10 Sep. 

HOOPOE Upupa epops Daqquqa tat-loppu 
1987 : In spring, 40 sightings on 20 dates from 19 Mar 

at Qammieh on 19 Apr and 8 shot at Bahrija on 6 
May, 7 Jun and 13 Jul; then 1-2 on 6 days from 
Malta on 14 Aug. 

to 26 P.pr 
Apr. S i 
9 P.ug to 

n:ainly 1-3 but 10+ 
s on 3rd, 9th and 29 

Oct but 3< at Dwejra, 

1988 

WRYNECK 
1987 : 

I on 5th, then 32 sightings on 21 days from 16 Mar to 24 Apr; mostly 1-5 but 10+ at 
Dwejra, Malta on 23 Mar. Singles on 3rd and 8 Hay and 24 Jun. 2 on 27 Jul and I 
in early 1\.ug. "!hen main autumn migration from 15 Aug to 21 Sep when 17 sightings on 
14 days with 5 at Qala on 8 Sep highest, otherwise 1-3. 

Jynx t:orquilla Bulebbiet 
Singles on 1 Jan, 3rd and 9 Feb; then on 14 dates from 20 Mar to 28 Apr; in singles 
but 2 at Cornino on 26 Apr. In autumn early bird on 10 Aug then singles on 8 dates 
from 12-30 Sep, followed by 1-3 on most days from 9 Oct to end of year with a peak 
from 18-28 Oct. 

1988 Singles on most days from 2 Jan to 25 Mar when recorded at 8 different sites. 
Almost daily from 3-22 Apr; mainly 1-2 but 10+ at Camino on lOth and 4 at Dwejra, 
Gozo on 3-4th. In autumn 1 on 29 Aug, then almost daily from 2 Sep to end of year 
with highest numbers from late Sep to late Oct. Mainly 1-3 but c.5 on 26 Sep 
and 4• on 2 Oct, both at Buskett. 

CP.LANORA LARK Melanocoryplca calandra 
19E7 : 1 in Gozo on 27 Mar. 

Kalandra 

Bi lbla SHCRl-1 OED LARK Calandrella brachydactyla 
1987 : Present at various sites from 22 Mar to 

Mostly in single to double figures with 
Highest numbers from mid-Apr to mid-Hay 
migrants. Breeding as usual. 

mid-Sep with a few irregularly till 7 Oct. 
max of 75 at Dwejra, Malta on 31 Aug. 

1988 

and early P.ug - mid- Sep due to presence of 

First sighting on 16th, then commonly seen from 31 Mar 
more evident from Apr to mid-May and mid-1\.ug_tomid-Sep. 
on Camino on 24 Apr and at Dwejra, Malfa on 1 Sep. 

to 23 Sep. Passage birds 
Highest counts were of 80+ 

SKYLAE<K Alauda arvensis Alwetta 
1987 : Wintering in small numbers in Jan-Feb but 20• at la' Cenc on 7 Feb. Return passage 

evident from late Feb to 29 Mar; when in single to low double figures but 60• C3 
sites) on 14 Mar. 1-4 on 6 dates from 5-26 Apr. In autumn, singles on 1st and 5th, 
then daily from 9 Oct to end of year; often in high double figures with highest 
numbers during the peak migration from mid-Oct to mid-Nov. But treble figures on 
3 Nov with 600• from Ghadira and Xemxija and 150• at Mosta on 23 Oct. In smaller 
numbers after mid-Nov with 20+ on 12 Dec highest. 

1988 In single to low double figures from I Jan to 23 Mar with a small return passage 
evident in rclar with max of 20• at Mosta on last date. Sinales on 3rd and 6 Apr. 
In autumn, 1 on 27 Sep then daily from 2 Oct to late Nov 1·1lth peak period from mid 
Oct to early Nov. Often in double figures with max of 70 at Dwejra, Malta on 16th 
and at Ghallis on 25 Oct. Up to 20+, mostly in Gozo, till end of year. 

SAND MAR! IN Riparia riparia Hawwlefa tax-Xtut 
1987 : Up to 10 on 6 days from 16-26 Mar, then on most days from 7 Apr to 31 May with 

15 



IL-MERILL No. 26 1989 

a from 15-22 l~ay when in high double figures (max 80+) mostly at Ghad-ira; 
ise up to 30. In autumn, 1 on 30 ~.ug and on most days from 3-29 Sep, then 

almost daily from 8-22 Oct. Usually 1-10 but 20 at Buskett on 20 Sep. 
1988 In spring, 1-2 on 4 dates from 8-18 Mar and 1-30 on 5 dates from 3-16th; then 

almost daily from 18 Apr to 21 May; mainly in single to medium double figures 
but treble figures in mid-May with 100+ at Ghadira on 13th and 200+ again at 
Ghadira and 100+ at Lunzjata on 14th. 1-2 on 5 dates from 26 May to 2 Jun. In 
autumn, 2 on 30 Aug and 2 Sep, then almost daily from 8 Sep to 9 Oct with max of 
100• at Ghadira on 21 Sep, otherwise only up to 20. 

CRAG M~.RliN Pty=ooprogne rupestris Hawwiefa tal-Blat 
1988 : 1 at R.amla on 30 Apr. 

SWA.LLOW Hirundo rustica Huttafa 
1987: I on 1st, then daily from II Mar to 10 Jun with highest numbers from mid-Mar to mid 

May when mostly in double to low treble figures with 250+ at Ghadira on 16 Apr hig~ 
est. Up to 80 after late Apr. 1-3 on 6 dates from 13-28 Jun; 2 on 10th and 3 on '13 
-28 Jun; 2 on 10th and 3 on 13 Jul. In autumn 2 on 23rd and 4 on 31 Aug; then 
daily from 5 Sep to 2 Nov with a peak from mid-Sep to late Oct when mostly in high 
double figures but also in low treble figures on a few dates mostly in Oct with max 
of 250 at Ghallis on lith. Singles on 8-9th and 17 Nov. 

1988 In spring, 15+ on 4th and 1-6 frequently to 16th, then daily from 19 Mar to 31 May 
with most from early Apr to mid-May. Mostly in double figures with low treble 
figures only in May; highest 200• at Ghadira on 14th. 1-3 on most days inJun 
from 2-26th. 2 on 6th and singles on 12th, 27th and 29 Jul; 1st and 29 Aug. lhen 
daily from 2 Sep to 1 Nov, with treble figures almost daily from early Sep to mid
Oct. Highest counts were 800 at Buskett on 16th, 500 at Lunzjata on 8th and 400 at 
Dwejra, Malta on 30th, all in Sep. 1-3 on 11 dates from 3-26 Nov and 1 on 13 Dec. 

RED-RU~1PED SviALLOW Hirundo daurica Regina tal-Huttaf 
1987 at Ghadira on 22 Mar; at Lunzjata on 14th and again at Ghadira on 17 Apr; 

at Buskett on 22-23 Sep. 
1988 2 al Bi on 11th and singles at Ghadira on 13th and 24 Apr, and 15 May. 

at Dingl on 2 Oct. 

HOUSE ~1ARliN Delichon urbica Hawwiefa 
1987 6 on 24th and I on 25 Feb at Ghadira; then up to 10 on several days from 1-20th 

and almost daily from 22 Mar to 8 Jun. Most in mid- late Apr and in mid-May 
when frequently seen in treble figures, highest 400+ at Owejra, Malta on 28th and 
300+ at Ghadira on 16-17th, both dates in Apr. Singles on 18th and 27th, and 3 on 
28 Jur' and 1 on 13 Jul. In autumn up to 30 on most days from 10-30 Sep and then 
almost daily from 7-24 Oct when mainly in single to medium double figures but 300+ 
at Lunzjata on 12th. 3 on 31 Oct and 8 Nov; two sightings in Dec: 3 on 8th and 
2 on 10th. 

1988 Almost daily sightings in spring from 5 Mar to 4 Jun with a peak in May. Up to 
30 till 20 ~pr, then in high double to low treble figures till late M1y, with max 
of 300 at Ghadira on 14 May. Singles on 12th, 16th and 26 Jun. In autumn 3 on 31 
Aug, then on several days from 8 Sep to 17 Oct; mostly in single to medium double 
figures but 100+ at Ghadira on 23 Sep. 2 on 25 Oct, and on 3 d~tes in Nov: c. 15 
at viied ! l-Luq on lOth, 1 on 20th and 2 on 27th. 

lAWNY PIPi1 fl~thus campestris Bilblun 
1987 in ing 1-3 on 5 days from 17 Apr to 1 May. In autumn 1-3 on II dates from 8 

Sep 17 Oct. 
1988 1 on 25 Mar then on 6 dates from 3-12 Apr; mainly 1-2 but 20 at 1a' Cenc I 

Xlendi on I on 12th and 2 on 17 May. In autumn singles on 29 Aug and 3rd, 
7th and 11th, then 1-5 almost daily from 18-30 Sep. Late singles on 13 Oct and 
7 Dec. 

fREE PIPil Anthus t:rivialis Dizz 
1987 Fir·st sighting on 14th, then daily from 

figures with max of 40 at Ghadira on 16 
In autumn singles frequently from 19 
10 + on 21 Sep a11d 15 Oct, otherwise up 
10 l·!ov. 

to low double 
from 7-30 Hay. 

20 1-1ar to 4 ~'ay, in si 
P,pr. lhen 1-3 on'/ 

then daily from Sep to 18 Oct, highest 
11 dates rrom 20 Oct to 8; then 1-2 on 

1988 Si r1gles on 15-17th and 20th, tl1en daily from 22 Har to 2 mostly in double 
fi of up to 50, but 150+ on 5 Apr and 100+ on 23 1·-lar a heavy 
24 I·Jitl-; 3000+ over CofTlinc. lhen on 8 days frorn 5-25 r.1ay 1vith max 
uthen:is<2 1-2. lrl auturnn, 2-3 on 4 days from 20-30 f\uq; then daily in varyins; 
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numbers, highest70atDwejraon 20 Sep from 4 Sep to 9 Oct, and 1-3 on 9 dates from 
I 1-30 Oct. Late singles on lith and 19 Nov. 

MEADO'i f' 1 P.ll An thus pratensis Pes pus 

1987 : Wintering at various sites during Jan-Feb mainly in single to low double figures, 
with a small return passage in Mar when highest 50+ at 1a' Oali on lOth, otherwise 
up to 30. lhen in single figures to 5 Apr. In autcmn, 1 on 14th then daily sight
ings from 17 Oct to end of year with highest numbers from mid-Oct to mid-Nov 
llhen mostly in double figures, but 1100+ at Dwejra, Malta on 25 Oct and 1 Nov, and 
at Bingemma on 7 Nov. 

1988 In single to l01·1 double figures in Jan-Feb with max of 30+ in Gozo on 26 Jan. 
Increase in daily sightings inMardueto migrants when mostly up to 10 but 15+ 
on 16th. lhen on most days in Apr to 17th with 10• on 7th. Daily in autumn from 
13 Oct to end of year with a peak from late Oct to late Nov when occasionally in 
high daub le figures bur 150+ on 28 Oct and 1 00+ on 9 Nov at B i ngemrna. Smaller 
numbers in Dec. 

RED-1HROA1ED PIP I! An thus cervl:nus D i zz Ahmar 
1987 : I on 7th, 1-3 at Munxar on 17-19 ~.pr, and I on 9 May. In autumn 6 sightings of 

1-5 from 11-21 Oct and singles daily from 1-3 Nov. 1-2 at Ghadira in Dec from 
5-23rd. 

1988 1 on 27 Mar, then 18 sightings of i-6 on 12 dates in Apr from 5-25th, and 
on 6 May. Most at Munxar. Singles on lith and 20 Oct. 

Anthus spinolei:ta 0 I zz t 2' l-! lma W~.l ER/ROCK PIP i 1 
1987. Singles at 
1988 : Singles 

l~ov. I 
spinole-tta. 

Ghadira on 3-5th, 10th and 12 Nov •. All birds belonged to littoralis. 
ina to littoralis on 113th, 24-25th and 27 Oct and on 4th and 17-18 

then almost daily in Dec; mostly 1-2 but 3 on 12th, belonged tc 
All records of both races at Ghadira. 

YELLOW WIIGl A I L Mot:acilla flava Is far 
1987 : 1-2 on 13-15th, then daily from 19 Mar to 27 May with most from mid-Mar to late 

Apr; in single to double figures of up to 40 but 60 at Ghadira on 4 Apr. 1hen 1-2 
on 4 days from 30 May to 7 Jun and 1 on 26 Jun. Singles at Salina on 20th and 27 
Jul. In autumn, single fi~Jures on most days from 5 Aug becoming daily, mostly in 
medium double figures, fro,·n 30 Aug to 25 Oct with 60 at Buskett on 23rd and 60 at 
D"ejra, f~alta on 30 Sep highest, and 1-2 on 8 days at Ghadira from 29 Oct to 
20 Nov. 

1988 In spring, 1-5 on 7 dates from 6-20th, then daily from 23 Mar to 24 May with a peak 
from early Apr to mid-May when mostly in double figures but low treble figures on 
5 days in Apr, max 550+ from 3 localities on 5 Apr. lhen on most days from 26 ~1ay 
to 27 Jul, mainly 1-3 but 6 at Salina on 27 Jul and 4 at Ghadira on I Jun. In 
single figures on most days from 1 Aug, then daily in double figures from 27 Aug 
to 18 Oct but treble figures almost daily from early Sep to early Oct. Highest 
numbers were of roosting birds at Ghadira with 500-600 frequently from 13-24 Sep. 
1-·5 on 6 days from 20 Oct to 8 Nov and I on 7 Dec. 

GREY WAG I~' I L Mot:acilla cinerea Zakak tad-Dell 
1987 Wintering in single figures in Jan-Mar to 16th, 

25 Jan. 1 on 30 Sep and 2 on 1st and 3rd, then 
of 10 at Lunzjata on 17 Oct otherwise up to 5. 
to end of 

mostly 1-4 but 5 at Lunzjata on 24-
daily from 7 Oct to 9 Nov with max 
1-3 frequently sighted from 11 Nov 

1988 Frequent s ings in Jan-Mar to 14th; mainly 1-2 but 5 at Ghadira on 29 Jan. 
Singles on and 7 Apr. In autumn from 25 Sep with a peak from mid-Oct to mid-
Nov ~<hen mostly up to 6 bui· 10• at Lunzjata on 6 Nov. 1-3 on most days after 
26 Nov. 

WH ll E I'AIOl A I L 11otacilla alba Zakak Abjad 
1987 : Single to low double figures at various sites in Jan-Feb with an increase in sight-

ings due to migrants in ~1ac with r<1ax of 50 at Lunzjata on 8th. 1-2 till 17 Apr. 
In autumn, I en 2nd then daily from 6 Oct to end of year with most from mid-Oct to 
late I•Jov. f.'\ostly in double figures but 900+ over Beltissebh on 24 Nov were counted 
on their to the roosting grounds at Valletta ~'/here no counts v:ere made. Smaller 
numbers in 

1988 : to 25 in Jan-Har· tc 27th, but 400+ were roosting at Victoria, Gozo en I Jan and 
on 26 Jan over Valletta 1·1here no proper counts were made. 1-2 frequently till 

20 Apr. Singles on 25-26 then daily from 2 Oct to end of year with a peak 
from mid-Oct to mid-Nov; 50 en c1 fei·; days but 100+ at Harsa on 15 Oct and 
1 ~, !\!ov, decrease in ev i deni in Dec. 
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viR EN 
1987' 
1988 

TroglodyteS troglodytes Bumlstur 

1 at Buskett on 31 Dec. 
Singles at Naxxar on 22 Jan· 
Wied Speranza on 13th and 2; 

at Lunzjata on I Apr; at G~adira on 15 Nov; and at 
Dec. 

DUNNOCK , 1 modularis Ziemel 
1987 . ~0 Prune" ~ow double figures in Jan-Mar to 20th; highest numbers io Jan with max of 

· · ~~ngle to mma on 1st, then 1-2 on 4 days from 27 Mar to 2 Apr. From 21 Oct in 

1988 

ROBIN 
1987 : 

1988 

at Binge dailY tilL end of yeat-; mostly up to 15 but 25+ at Ghadira on 7 Nov. 
autumn when 1 n Nov 
Hi h I umbers • 
p g es n m Jan-Mar to 20th when mostly up to 10 but 15• at Buskett on 16 

5resent frobers in Har. Daily sightings from 16 Oct till end of year with 

f maller nuomct to mid-Dec; mainly up to 20 but 25• at Ghadira on 9 Nov. 
rom late 

Jan. 
a peak 

. rubecula Pitirross 
SEnthacus edium double figures in most places from jan to early Apr but up to 

1'ngle I~ rnemma on 6 dates. A small return passage evident in Mar. 1-5 frequently 

1°0 at Brngthen singles on 11 days from 18 May to 22 Jun; and 1-2, mainly at 

8° 26 Apr, d san Anton, during Jul-Aug. In single figures from 3 Sep, reaching 
drngemmaanres by 3 Oct with rnain migration period beheen mid-Oct and late Nov. 
,1ouble frglu figures on mcst days but 100+ on a few days, mostly at Bingemma, in 
r l gn daub e 

~~v-Dec. 8 figures in jan- early Aprowith up to 50 at Bingemma and Bu~kett or.' a 
f w doubl An increase 1n s1ght1ngs 1n fv1ar due to return passage. 1-.:J occasionally 
tew dates. nd 1-2 in Hay-Aug, mainly at Bingemma, Buskett and Marsa. Single figures 
fo 25 Apr a reaching double figures from 25 ::.ep when cai ly till end of year. Peak 
ro~1 I Se~'een early Oct and late Nov when in low treble figures on several days 

P~r!od be~ !50 on a few dates, mainly at Bingemma. Smaller numbers in Dec but up 
Wtltn max ogingemma end Buskett. 

o 100 at 

NIGHliNGALE Luscinia megarh~nchos 
1987 : I on 17-IBth, then dally from 

IO ono on 26 Apr. Sr 

Rozinjol 
2! Mar to 12 May with a peak in mostly 1-8 but 

at Binaemma on 6 dates from May. ln autumn, 
at ComJ . then on 

singles on 23ro, 
Aug to 15 Oci when mainly up to 5 but 10 

I 0 a on 3 Oct. 
1988 0 ~ Brngemm I on 20th then daily from 23 ~lar oloo 2 May wiolh most in Apr: mostly 1-12 

· bn sprl owejra, Gozo on 3rd and 25+ at Camino on 24 Apr. lhen singles on 4 
dut 60: I0-29 May. I at Bingemma on 2nd and 31 Jul. On most days in autumn from 

7ates ,ro~z oct with a peak in Sep when daily from 8-28th; max of 20 at Dwejra, 

G Aug to 11 and at Bingemma on 19 Sep, ofhenlise 1-15. 
'OZO on 9 1 

BLUElHROAl Luscinia svecica Kudi rross Blu " 
1987 2 on gth and 1 on 26 Mar and srngles on 2J 5th ancl 9 Oct, all at Ghadira. 

lh 1
0 •

1 [es at Lunzjata on 17 Oct and at Xerox on 10 Nov. 
en s 1 ng 

1988 Sin Les at Ghadira on 23-24 Maro In autumn ,,ingles on ?3Sep and on 1-2 Oct, 
2 9 tl then s1ngles on 11th, 16th, 18th and 24th, all rn Oct, and 2 on 24 Nov. 
Aloln 9 1 ' records from Ghadira and Xemxija. 

autumn 

Blt\CK REDSl ARl phoenicu~us oc:hruros Kud i rross I e. wed 
1987 : Up to 4 winteringo 1n su~table areas rn Jan-Feb but 15 at la' Cenc 

return passage evrdent 1n fA.ar to 28th, when mostly 1-5, but 10 at 
! on IS!h, then from 24 Oct om;ards, mainly in single figures but 

on 1 Jan. Sma,. L 
Oa"'mieh on 20th. 
1 G-15 occasionally 

'n Naif-Dec. 
1988 : Single fiqures in Jan-Mar to 27th (higher numbers 

Partes Des BornbeS on 2]~·1ar. oOs,~gles. on :-2 Aor. 
~<ith most from Late Oct, mostly ,-10 out 1 2 

from late Feb) 1 with mc1x of 8 at 

n autumn from 15 Oct onwards. 
on 29 Oct and 20• at 0 

Soerr a flu on 27 Dec. 

REDSlARI ocurus phoenicurus . Kudirross 
1087 . 1 Phoenl then 1-4 on most days from 31 Mar to 30 Apr .ond singles on !2 dales 

__. · fron _"'O Hi~her numbers in autumn v;lth 1 on 31 and 1-3 on m?st ~ates 
t om 2 f, then darly from 19th to 19 Oct; mostly 1-5 up to 10 at \1red rl-Luq 

0 17 -"1t Binaemma on 3rd and at Hunxar on 14 Oct. Sin~Les on 21st end 
on 20-21 '"" ~ -

23 OcL 19 Har, 
! n i no on . 

~ Singles on 
~n Apr.Oc'"vJithrr:a\ 
-ep to 17 ' 

1988 then almost daily frun 3-28 P.pr; mosrly I but 20, at Camino 
4 dates o,n i''!ay fro~r, 2°-21st. In autumn, almost daily from 6 
of 4 at Wied ll-Luq on 12 Oct, otherwise 1-3. Sinoles or1 22 

Oct and 6 Hov • 

18 
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viH11~CHAl Saxicola rubetra Bucaqq tas-Si lla 
1987 : In spring 1-5 on most days from 5 Apr to 2 Jun but 30• at Camino on 26 Apr. Most 

sightings from mid-Apr to early May. In autumn 1-2 on 6 dates from 6-29 Sep and I 
on 18 Oct. 

1988 Almost daily sightings in spring from 3 Apr to 13 May >~ith a peak in late Apr; 
influx on 24 Apr with 150+ at Camino otherwise in single to low double figures. 
In autumn 1-2 on 8 days from 6 Sep to 8 Oct. 

Sl ONECHAI Saxicola torquata Bucaqq I ax-OX i twa 
1987 : Wintering in various places in Jan-Mar to 25th, with a small return passage evident 

in Mar. t~ostly 1-10 but 20+ at Oammieh on 14 Har. In autumn from 7 Oct, reaching 
double figures by 17th. Peak from mid-Oct to mid-Nov, max 50+ at Ghadira on 2! 
Oct. Smaller numbers in Dec. 

\988 Sightingsof up to 15 from a few areas in Jan-Mar to 19th, then 1 on 3-4 Apr. In 
autumn from 24 Sep onwards with a peak from mid-Oct to mid-Nov when mostly in 
double figures of up to 40 but 60+ at Ghadira on 20 Oct. A decrease in sightings 
evident in Dec with 20+ at Ghajn Rihana on 15th highest. 

ISABELLINE WHEAlEAR Oenanthe isabellina Kuda lzabellina 
1987: Singles in Gozo on 27th and at Ghallis on 29 Mar. 

WHEI\l EAR Oenanthe oenanthe Kuda 
1987 : Spring migration from 13 Har when almost daily till 26 Apr; mostly up to 15 but 30+ 

at Oammieh and 20 at la' Cenc on 19 Apr. lhen i-2 on most days from 1-9 Hay and 
singles on 29 May, 2nd and 7 Jun. In autumn almost daily from 18 Aug to 28 Oct, 
with no clear peak; mainly up to 6 but 10 at Oammieh on 18 Sep. 

1988 Almost daily in spring from 22 Mar to 30 Apr with a peak from early 0
- mid-Apr when 

mostly in Low double figures but 50+ at la' Cenc on 5th, at Sarraflu on 7th and 
ai Camino on 17th. Singles on 6th, 14th and 30 Hay. First in autumn on 19 Aug, 
then daily from 26 Aug to 30 Sep with max of 15 on 5th at Delimara and on 6th at 
Gharb, otherwise 1-10. Singles on 6 dales from 2-24 Oct. 

BLACK-EARED WHEA1EAR Oenanthe hispanica Kuda Dumnikana 
1987 : 13 sightings on 10 days from 5 Apr to 4 May; mostly 1-2 but 6 at la' Cenc on 19th 

and at Camino on 26 Apr. Singles on 23 ~1ay and 3 Jun. In autumn I on 7th, 2 on 
15th and I on 25 Sep, and 1 on 2 Oct. 

198Ei : In spring 18 sightings on 15 dates from 3-30 Apr; mostly 1-2 but 6+ at Camino and 3 
at Paradise Bay on i7th. 2 at 11-0aws on 26 Hay. 1 on 21 Aug; then 2 on 1st,and 
singles on 2nd, 9th and 27 Sep. 

Rocr; lHRUSH Honticola saxatilis Ganbublu 
1987 I at Oarnmieh on 29 Mar; 3 on 20th and 2 on 22 Apr at Dwejra, Malta. 

singles on 4 dates from 12-20 Sep at Ghadira and Bingemma. 
In autumn 

1988 In spring 11 sightings on 10 dates in Apr from 3-26th, with most in early Apr; 
mostly singles but 3 at Owejra, Malta on 10th and 2 at on 5th. I singing 
at Bingemma on 12 Jun and 2 sightings of singles in Sep: t on 12th and 
Dwejra, Malta on 22nd. 

BLUE ROCK lHRUSHO Nonticola soli tar ius Her ill 
1987 Breeding along the coastal cliffs in stable numbers with up to 10 in favourite 

areas. Higher numbers in post-breeding period with 20• at Oammieh in Sep. A 
few inland in Aug-Nov due to dispersal of young. 

1988 Numbers the same as previous year from the usual breeding sites. Also found 
inland in Jan-Har and Jul~Nov. 

RING OUZEL Turdus torquatus 
1988 : I at Ghadira on I Dec. 

Malvizz tas-Sidra Bajda 

BLACKBIRD Turdus mei:ula Mal vi zz I swed 
1987 : 4 sighfings of 1-3 from 3-19 Jan; singles on 14th and 20 Feb, and 6 sighlings at 

Ghadira from 9-27 Mar. 1-3 on II dates from 29 Oct to 26 Nov with most ir. early 
Nov; then singles on 4 dates from 10-29 Dec. 

198B I on 24th, then almost daily from 29 Oct to end of year; mostly 1-3 but 14 at 
Ghadira and 5+ at Xemxija on 9th and 4 at the same place on 17 Nov. 

FIELOFARE Turdus pilaris ~01alvizzun tal-Otajja' 
1987 : 2 at Floriana on 16th and 30• at Fomm lr-Rih on 25 Jan; I at Ghadira on 9th and 

c. 10 at Zejtun on 13 Nov. 

19 
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1988 11 sightings in Nov from 6-26th: mostly singles but 15 at Bahar lc-Caghaq on 17th 
and 3 at Ghadira on 14th and at Mellieha on 18th; 6 sightings in Dec from 10-31st, 
in singles but 2 at Buskett on 24th and 4 at la' Pinu on 28th. 

SONG lHRUSH Turdus philomelos Malvizz 
1987 : Up to 10 wintering in suitable areas in Jan-Feb but 20• at Dwejra, Malta on 23 Jan, 

Small return passage evident in Mar with max of 50 at Buskett on 8th and 30+ at 
Oammieh on 14th, otherwise in single to low double figures. Singles on 2-7th and 
14 Apr. In autumn I on 13 Sep, then almost daily from 10 Oct to end of year with 
a peak from mid-Oct to early Nov when mostly up to 30 but 35+ at Ghadira on 21st 
and 26 Oct. Smaller numbers in Dec. 

1988 Low single figures in Jan-Feb but 10 at Buskett on 16 Jan, then on most days in Mar 
with max of 12 at Partes Des Bombes on 21st, otherwise 1-4. A few singles till 11 

REDWING 
1987 : 

1988 

Apr. In autumn singles on 1st and 3rd, then daily sightings from 8 Oct to end of 
year Vliih a peak from mid-Oct to mid-Nov when mostly in double figures of up to 50, 
but 300+ at Dwejra, Malta on 28 Oct. Smaller numbers in Dec with max of 20 at 
Buskett on 13th. 

Turdus iliacus Malvizz Ahmar 
Almost daily from 15-31 Jan with max of 15 at Bingemma on 18th, otherwise 1-10; 
then 7 on 6th and 1 on 24 Feb, and 5 on 8 Mar. In autumn, 1-2 on 6 dates from 1-
27 Nov and 2 on 12 Dec, mostly at Ghadira. 
2 on 15th and 1 on 30 Jan. 3 on 9th and 1-2 on 5 dates from 16-26 Nov, but 8+ 
at Bingemma on 18th. lhen 1-5 almost daily in Dec from 11-31st. Most sightings 
at Ghadira and Bingemma. 

M!S!LE lHRUSH Turdus viscivorus ~1alvizzun Prim 
1987 51 at Dwejra, Malta on 25 Oct and 1 Nov. 
1988 : 4 s ghtings in Nov with 20+ at Dwejra, Gozo on 7th, 4 at Ghadira on 9th, 1 at 

Xemxi ja on 14th and 3 at Bahar lc-Caghaq on 17th. 1 at L-Ahrax on 11 Dec, 

CEll I '5 WARBLER Cettia cetti Baghal ta' l-Gholliq 
1987 Breeding at usual sites offering suitable habitat. As usual an increase in the 

post breeding period with 15+ at Buskett on 14 Jun highest, 
1988 Breeding in same numbers as previous year in the usual localities. Up to 10 

mostly at Bingemma in late May to Aug. 

FAN-lAILED WARBLER Cisticola juncidis Baghal ta' l-lmrewha 
1987 : Commonly breeding. Mainly in medium double figures in various areas between Mar 

and Nov with max of 60 at Marsalforn on 2 Aug. Smaller numbers in Jan-Feb and 

1988 
in Dec 
Greed i ng almost everywhere. 
numbers from Apr to Oct when 
much Lower in Dec. 

In double figures throughout the year but higher 
up to 50 at Ghadira on most days. Numbers very 

GRASSHOPPER WARBLER Locustella naevia Baghal tal-Gurati 
1987 : I at Belliegha, Gozo on 9 Oct. 

RIVER WARBLER Locustella fluviatilis Baghal tax-Xmajjar 
1988 : 1 at Ghadira on 20 May. 

SAVI 'S WARBLER Locustella luscinioides Baghal Ahmar 
1987 : Singles at Ghadira on 26 Apr and at Buskett on 3 Sep. 

100USlACHED v/ARBLER Acrocephalus melanopogon Bag hal Oastn i 
1987 Singles ai Lunzjata on 30 Oct and 1 Nov and on 8 dates at Ghadira from 7-19 Nov; 

mostly singles but 2 on 18th. 
1988 1-3 on 14 days from 29 Oct to 24 Nov mostly at Ghadira but also at Xemxija. 

Singles at lunzjata on 26-27 Dec, 

SEDGE WARBLER Acrocephalus schoenobaenus Baghal tas-Simar 
1987 : I on 7th and 2 on 10 ~lar then on 22 dates from 5 Apr to 30 l~ay; mostly 1-2 but 

at c1unxar on 30 Apr. I on 8 Jun. In autumn singles on 3 dates from 11-16 Sep and 
n t rom 2-19 Oct. ~-lost sight i ngs from Chad ira. 

i988 : Sinoles on 16th and 20 fv1ar; then on most days from 2 Apr to 30 May v;ith most in 
Apr and mid-late ~lay. ~lainly 1-6 but 20+ on 14 1,1ay and 10+ on 6 Apr and 22 

May, all at Lunzjata. Singles on 3 dates from 2-12 Jun. In autumn singles on 9th 
and 20 then 10 si inos of 1-2 on 7 days from 10 Sep to 4 Oct, and sin0les 
on 24-25 l'iost ~ightings at Ghadira and Xemxija. 
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REED WARBLER Acrocephalus sciz:paceus Baghal tal-Oasab 
1987 Singles on 4 dates from 3-23 Apr at Lunzjata and Xemxija, and at Ghadira on 26 

May, In auturr.n 1-5 almost daily from 4 Aug to 21 Oct. 
1988 In spring, 2 on 5th and singles at 2 sites on 30 Apr; 4 at Lunzjata on 14th and 

singles on 15th, 26th and 29 May. In autumn, 1 on 1 Hh, 2 sightings of singles on 
24th and 2 on 31 Jul; then almost daily from 3 Aug to 8 Nov with most sightings in 
Sep, Mostly 1-5 but 20+ in Gozo and 10+ at Ghadira on 21 Sep. 

GREA.l REED WAReLER Acrocephalus arundinaceus Bagha l Prim 
1987 : In spring, on most days from 5 Apr to 13 May with a peak in mid-Apr; mainly 1-2 but 

3 at Ghadira on 16 Apr, lhen singles on 23-24 and 25-29 May. In autumn, singles 
on 22 Aug; 20th and 22 Sep; and on 8 dates from 8 Oct to I Nov. Most sight i ngs at 
Ghadira and Xemxija, 

1988 Singles on 24th and 28 Mar, then 1-3 aLmost daily from 3-28 Apr but 4 at Xemxija 
on 25th, and singles in May on lOth, 14th and 19th. In autumn, 18 sightings of 
1-2 on 15 dates from 10 Aug to 6 Oct -daily from 9-14 Sep. Most at Ghadira. 

OLIVACEOUS WARBLER Hippolais pallida 
1987 : 1 at San Anton on 22 Jun. 

Bekkafi k Gr i z 

IClERINE WARBLER Hippolais icteri.na Bekkaf!k lsfar 
1987: In spring, 5 on 5th and i or' 28 Apr, then 1-4 almost daily from I May to 7 Jun but 

10+ at Bingemm on 24 May. In autumn 1-·3 on 8 dates from 18 Aug to 21 Sep and 
singles on lOth and 14-15 Oct. 

1988 Singles on 25th and 29-30 Apr, then on most days from 1-30 May- daily from 11-22nd 
-up to 6 but 10+ at Bingemma on 22 ~1ay, in autumn 1 on 6 Aug, then 24 sight!ngs 
on 13 dates from 8-28 Sep: mostly 1-3 but 10+ at Lunzjata on 12th. Singles on 4th 
and 9 Oct. 

DARIFORD WARBLER sylvia undata Bufula tax-Xaghri 
1987 I at Oammieh on 19 Dec. 
1988 : Singles at Griebeg Pt. on 22 Nov and at Has-Saptan on 14 Dec. 

SPEClACLED WARBLER Sylvia conspic.illata Bufula Hamra 
1987 Present at various sites in small numbers with highest numbers in Apr-Oct. Highest 

10+ at la' Cenc on 14 Oct. 
1988 An increase in numbers and presence at more sites· evident over previous year. 

Highest count was of c.20 on the south coast of Gozo on 16 f~ar and up to 15 inJun 
at Saghjtar" 

SUBALPINE 1V4ARBLER Sylvia cantillans Bufula Passa ira 
1987 : I on 3rcl, then almost dai from 13 Mar to 4 May, with most from late Mar to mid-Apr. 

Mainly in single figures 10+ at Ghadira on 25 Mar, 14 Apr and 4 t-lay (when also at 
Bingemmal. Singles on 7th, 12th and 31 May. In autumn 1 on 1st and 1-3 on most 
days from 14-30 Jul, then daily from 3 ,~ug to 22 Sep with highest numbers from mid
Aug to m i d-Sep; lew double figures on most days w i +h max of 45 at B i ngemma on 16 
Aug. Again almost dai from 25 Sep to 17 Oct mainly 1-5 but 8+ on 3 Oct. 

1988 I on 21st, then almost ly from 23 Mar to 30 Apr with a peak in early Apr; max 
70 on 3rd and 40 on 4th at Dwejra, Gozo, otherwise 1-10. In autumn, singLes on 3rd 
and 7th, then almost dailysightings from 16Jul to 25 Sep with most from late Jul 
to m i d-Sep, In single to lo~< double figures, ·with 'UP to 20 on 4 dates in Sep, 
most-ly c:t Bingemma, 4 sightings of 1-2 from 8-17 Oct and late bird at Ghadira on 
4 Nov. 

SAROINIMI VII\RBLER Sylvia melanocephala Bufula Sewda 
1987 Common breeding resident instablenumbers throughout the year with a slight increase 

from late Jul to Oct. 
1988 Commonly breeding throughout the islands in stable numbers. 

LESSER \1H 1·1 El HROAl sylvia curruca Bekkaf i k I rm i ed i 
1987 2 at Bingemt"na on 19 Sep and I at Ghadir.3 oc 16 Oct. 
1988 : Singles at Bingemma on 25th and at Ghadira on 27 Sep; and at \'lied ll-Luq on 

14 Nov. 

~~HI!ElHROl\l Sylvia communis Bekkafik Ahmcr 
1987: in 5,pring 1-5 on 4 days from 4-16th, thtJn single figures alrrost daiLy from 20 Apr 

to 29 1•\ay with max of 10+ at Comino on :'6 Apr and at Bingemma on 1-2nd and 12 ~1ay. 

In autumn singles on 26 Sep and on 7 davs from 1-15 Oct. 
1988 : lr spring on most days from 'I Apr to 22 Hay ~Vith most siqhtinqs in Apr. l~ostly 
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1-10 but 20• at Comino on 24 Apr. Singles on 6th and 12 Jun and on 24 Jul. ·lhNI 
1-2 on 7 days from 9-25 Sep and 1 on JOct. 

GARDEN WARBLER sylvia borin Bekkafik 
1987 : In spring, 1-2 on most days from 5-30 Apr, then daily sightings in May when mostly 

in double figures of up to 35 but 100• on 24th, 60• 23rd and 50 on 25th, all at 
Bingemma. On autumn migration almost daily from 15 .~ug to 26 Oct with most from 
early Sep to mid-Oct; single to low double figures of up to 25 but 30• on 20-21 
Sep at Wied ll-Luq. Late bird at Bingemma on 15 Nov. 

1988 2 on 8th and 1 on 14th, then almost daily from 20 Apr to 30 r~ay with highest 
numbers in May when mostLy in medium to high double figures at Bingemma where max 
of 100+ on 15th. 5 on 5th, and singles on 12th and 29 Jun. In autumn 1 on 8th, 
then almost daily from ILl Aug to 17 Oct with most from late Aug to late Sep. 
Single to double figures of up to 40 but 50+ on 4 dates in Sep at Bingemma. 
Singles on 24 Oct, 1st, 6th and 22 Nov. 

BLACKCAP Sylvia atricapilla Kapinera 
1987 : In varying numbers- single to high double figures- in Jan-Har ~<ith highest numbers 

at Buskett and Bingemma, but with max of 200 at Buskett on 30 Jan and up to 100 on 
3 other days. lhen single figures regularly till 24 Apr and singles on 6th, 10th 
and 25 Hay; 6th and 23 Jun. In autumn 1-2 on 3 dates from 19-26 Sep; then 1-5 on 
most days from 3 Oct onwards but 10 at Buskett on 25 Nov and on 3 Dec. 

1988 Wintering in small numbers in Jan-Har, highest at Buskett where 50• on 3 Jan. A 
few regularly till 20 Apr and 1 on 26 Hay. In autumn in single figures regularly 
from 9 Sep, then almost daily from 1 Oct; mainly in sinsJle to low double figures of 
up to 30 but 50+.at Buskett on 30 Oct and at Has-Saptan on 27 Dec. Higher numbers 
in Dec. 

ARC11C WARBLER Phylloscopus borealis Vjol in ta' l--Artiku 
1987 1 ringed at Lunzjata on 25 Oct. 
1988 : 1 ringed at Xemx i ja on 26 Oct. 

PALLAS'S WARBLER- Phylloscopus proregulus V jol in ta' Pallas 
1987 : 1 ringed at Rabat on 13 Nov. 

YELLOW-BROWED WARBLER Phylloscopus inornatus V jol in t a l-F axx 
1987 1 at Lunzjata on 17 Oct. 
1988 : Singles at Lunzjata on 9th and at Bingemma on 22 Oct. 

BON ELL I' 5 WAR_BLER Phylloscopus bonelli V jol in Bajdan i 
1987 Singles at San Anton on 29 Mar and at Ghadira on 29-30 A.pr and 9-11 Hay. 
1988 : Singles at Ghadira on 22nd and 24 Mar, then 'l of 1-2 on 7 dates from 

3-19 A.pr, mostly at Ghadira and Xemxija and I on 18 May. In autumn 
1 at la' Pinu on 24 Oct. 

¥1000 WARBLER Phylloscopus sibilat:rix Vjol in Hadrani 
1987 1 on 27th, then daily from 29 Mar to 31 ~lay with most in mid and late .~pr. Max 35 

at Ghadira on 13-14 A.pr, otherwise single to lo~< double figures. In autumn 17 
sightings of 1-2 on 15 dates from 14 Aug to 22 Sep and 7 sightings on 5 dates in 
Oct from 3-12th; mainly 1-2 but 5 at Dingli/Buskett on 12th. 

1988 Almost daily in spring from 3 Apr to 26 Hay with highesl' numbers from mid to late 
Apr. Single to low double figures of up to 50 but 60• at Ghadira 'on 25th and 50+ 
at Camino and at Ghadira on 24 Apr. In autumn 1-2 on 24-25 Aug, and singles on 3rd 
and 6th, then daily from 8 Sep to 13 Oct with most in Sep. Hax 15+ at Xemxija on 
22-23rd and at Ghadira on 10 Sep, otherwise 1-10. 

CHI FFCHAFF Phylloscopus co.Zlybi~a V jol in tax-Xi twa 
1g87 : Mostly in medium double figures in Jan-Har but low treble figures on a few elates 

with max of 200 at Lunzjata on 24-25 Jan. A few regularly to 14 Apr, then singles 
on 17th, 26th and 29th. 1 sighted regularly at San Anton GardEns from 11 May to 
20 Jul and also on 10th, 16th and 20 Aug. 1 on 1st, then daily from 15 Oct, 
r~aching double figures late in the month; mainly ln single to low double flgures 
of up to 25 but 50• a+ Xemxija on 29 Oct and at la' Pinu on 29 Dec. 

1988 In varying numbers- single to medium double fi - in Jan-Har with highest 
numbers between mid-Feb and late Mar. Max 60+ Ghad1ra on 24 Mar otherwise up 
to 50. lhen single fi till 7 and singles on 17 Apr and 5 In autumn 
daily fron; 11 Oct with most late Oct; n1ainly in double figures of up 
to 60+, but c. 100 at Lunzjata and at la' Plnu on ·27 Dec. 
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WILLOW WARBLER Phylloscopus trochilus Vjolin Pastard 
1987 : In spring, daily from 19 Mar to 22 Apr when mostly in single to medium double 

figures but 100+ at Bingemma on 5 Apr; then 1-2 on most days from 26 Apr to 29 May 
and 1 on 10 Jun. On autumn migration singles on 11th and 18th, then almost daily 
from 22 Aug to 21 Oct with peak in mid-Oct; mainly 1-10 but 25• at Munxar on 14 0ct. 

1988 Almost daily from 12 Har to 20 May with a peak in early Apr when mostly in medium 
double figures from 5-10 Apr with max of 50 at Lunzjata on 6th otherwise in single 
figures. 1 on 29 May. Autumn migration from 20 Aug to 21 Oct when almost daily, 
with highest numbers in Sep. Highest 25 at Ghadira on 9th and at Xemxija on 21st, 
otherwise 1-20. Late single on 28 Oct. 

GOLDCRESl Regulus regulus Bufula tal-Oamar 

1987 : Singles on 30 Jan, 11 Feb and 8 Mar. In autumn 1-5 at Ghadira from 
but 8 on 12 Nov. lwo sightings outside Ghadi"ra: singles at Xemxija 

8 Nov to 23 Dec 
on 16 Nov and at 

198B 
San Anton on 28 Dec. 
Singles on 20th and 30 Jan, 
16 Nov; single figures, max 

18th and 22 Feb. I on 10th then daily from 30 Oct to 
7 at Ghadira on 7 Nov. Singles on 14th and 24 Dec. 

FiRECRE51 Regulus ignicapillus Bufula tat-1oppu Ahmar 
1987 : 8 sightings of 1-2 on 7 scattered dates from 3 Jan to 23 Mar then 1-2 on 3 dates 

from 10-25 Nov and 1 on 13 Dec, 
Singles on 3 Jan and 29 Feb, 3 on 1st and I on 21 Mar. In autumn 1-2 on several 
days from 25 Oct to 31 Dec but 5 at Chambray, Gozo on 19 Nov. 

1988 

GOLD/FIRECRESl Regulus regulus/ignicapillus 

1987 : 1-3 on 7 dates from 1 Jan to 14 Feb and singles on 14th and 26-27 Mar; most at 
Dwejra, Malta. 1-2 on 7 dates from 31 Oct to 15 Nov and 5 at Busk.ett on 31 Dec. 
1--3 on 7 scattered dates from 3 Jan to 30 Mar and on most days from 27 Oct to 15 
Dec when mostly 1-5 but 10• at Chambray, Gozo on 19 Nov. 

1988 

SPO"I"I ED FL YCA1CHER Muscicapa striata Zanzarell tat-1 i kk i 
1987 : In spring almost daily from 16 Apr to 11 Jun with highest numbers in late May

early Jun; in low to medium double figures (up to 50) daily from 22 May to 2 Jun 

1988 

but 70• at Dwejra, Malta on 24 Hay. 1 on 22 Jun. In autumn, 1-3 daily from 29 
Aug to 4 Sep, 1 on 13th and daily from 15-29 Sep; mostly 1-2 but 4 at Buskett on 
23rd. lhen 1-2 on 8 dates from 2-26 oct and a late bird at Bingemma on 13 Nov. 
In spring, 1 on 6th then almost daily from 21 Apr to 29 May, when in single to low 
double figures with c.30 at Portes-Des-Bombes on 12 May highest. 1 on 12 Jun. 
First autumn migrant on 20th, then almost daily from 27 Aug to 10 Oct with most 
in Sep; mostly 1-5 but 10• at Lunzjata on 11 Sep. Singles on 14th and 21 Oct; 
and at Oammieh on 12 Nov. 

RED·-BREAS1 ED FL YCAl CHER Ficedula parva Zanzare ll S i dru Ahmar 
1987 : 1 at Bingemma on 20th and 2 at Buskett on 23 Sep; 1-4 on 8 dates from 7-18 Oct, 

mostly at Ghadira and Lunzjata; and 1 at Hunxar on 29 Oct. 
198t: 1 at Wied il-Luq on 18 Sep; then in Oct singles at Lunzjata on 2nd, at Xemxija on 

5th and 7th and at Ghadira on 13th; 1-2 at Xemxija on 17-ISth and singles again at 
Bingernma on 21st and at Xemxija on 26th. 

SEMI-COLLARED FLYCAlCHER Ficedula semitorquata Zanzarell tal-Lvant 
1988 : 2 ringed at Ghadira on 25 Apr with I still present on 27th. 

COLLARED FLYCAlCHER Ficedula albicollis Zanzarell tal-Kullar 
1987 : After 1 on 3rd, almost daily from 8 Apr to 10 May; mosl ty 1-5 but 10 at Lunzjata 

1988 

on 17 Apr; then 1-2 on 3 dates from 25-31 May. In autumn singles at San Anton on 
31 Aug, 18-21st and 29 Sep, 1-4th and 6 Oct. 
In spring singles on 9th, 11th, 13th and 18th, then 1-5 daily from 20-30 Apr but 6 
at Portes-Des-Bombes on 28th. ·Three sightings of singles on 8th and 10 Hay. One 
sighting in autumn: 1 at Wied il-Luq on 8 Sep. 

PIED FLYCAlCHER Ficedula hypoleuca Zanzarell lswed 
1%7 Singles on 6 dates from 22-3i Mar, then daily from 4 Apr to 30 ~lay (with rcost from 

mid-Apr to mid-fJay); mainly 1-10 but up to 15 on 3 dates at Bingemma. 1 at Rabat 
en 4 Jun. In autumn 18 sightings of 1-2 on 16 dates frorn 3 Sep to 8 Oct, mostly 
at San Anton. 

1988 In spring singles on 15th and 31 Har; 2nd and 4th, then daily from 9 Apr to 4 
,; th a peak from mid-late Apr; mosl ty in single to double figures of up to 35 
100• on Camino on 24 Apr and max of 50 at Bingemma on 3 dates in Apr. lhen 
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singles on most days from 8-20 May. In autumn singles on 27-29 Aug, then frequent
Ly from 1-21 Sep when mainly in singles but 3 at Wied il-Luq on 18th and at Xemxija 
on 21st. 1 on 2 Oct. 

PENDUL I NE ·1 ll Remiz pendulinus Pendu lin 
1987 : Six sight i ngs in :Jan: s·i ngles at Ghad'ira· on 2nd and 5-6th, and at Nadur, Gozo on 

7th; then again at Ghadira with 4 on 23rd and 1 on 25th, Singles also at Ghadira 
on 1st and 16th, and 5 on 27 Feb. In Mar, 3 on 2nd, 1-3 daily from 12-18th but 
5• at Xemxija on 17-181h and 1-3 on 22-23rd, Mostly at Ghadira. In autumn 2• at 
Ghadira on 3 Nov. 

1988 On 4 dates in Nov from 4-16th, mostly 2 but 6 on 4th; 8 sightings in Dec from 
singles but 3on 15th. All at Ghadira except for 2 sightings from Gozo on 
30 Dec, 

GOLDEN ORIOLE Oriolus oriolus lajra Safra 
1987: 1 on 16th, then daily sightings in various sites from 19 Apr to 31 May; most in 

May when in single figures of up fo 8 but 10• at Dwejra, Malta on 3rd. 1-2 on a 
few dales in Jun-Jul, mostly at Bingemma. In autumn, 1-4 on most days from 21 
Aug to 17 Sep and 1 on 8 Oct. 

1988 In spring 1-2 on 3 dates from 5-21st, then almost daily from 23 Apr to 29 May, 
with most from late Apr to mid-May; mainly up to 10 but 30• on Camino on 24 Apr, 
2 on 5th and singles on 26 Jun and 19 Jul. In autumn almost daily from 3-25 Sep, 
mainly in single figures but low double figures on 3 dates with max of 35 at 
Buskett on lOth and 30+ on Gozo on 20th, 1 on 1st and 3 on 16 Oct. 

REO-BACKED 51-JR IKE Lanius collurio Kaccarnendu l a Hamra 
1987 Singles at Xemxija on 6th and at Dwejra, Malta on 7 Jun. 

20 Aug; 5th, 21st and 26-27 Sep; and on 15 Oct. Singles 
1988 1 at Lunzjata on 28 Mar. Recorded in singles in autumn: 

on 6 dates from 2-26 Sep, and on 2 Oct. 

WCIOOCHAl SHRIKE Lanius senator Kaccamendu l a 

In autumn on 13th and 
except for 2 on 21 Sep, 
on 16 Aug, 7 sightings 

1987 : On most days in spring from 12 Apr to 27 may; mostly up to 5 but 10+ on Camino 
on 26 Apr and at Ghadira on 24 May. In autumn almost daily from 11-30 Aug with 
most sightings at Dwejra, Malta where 4 on 28th and 5 on 30th, otherwise 1-2. 
1 on 9 Sep, 

1988 In spring 1 on 30 Mar, then 24 slghtlngs on 15 dates from 3 Apr to 11 May; mostly 
1-4 but influx on 24 Apr with 30+ on Camino. Singles on 3 dates from 20-29 May. 
In autumn singles on 1st, 7th and 11th, then 1-3 almost daily from 15 Aug to 12 
Sep with nearly all sightings at Dwejra, Malta. 1 at Bingemma on 23 Sep. 

SlARLING Sturnus vulgaris Sturnell 
1987 : Double to medium treble figures (up to 500) at Marsa in Jan-Feb; a small return 

evident in Har to 18th with treble figures on most days and 1500 at Luqa 
1-3 on a few days till 17 Apr and singles on 26 May, 7th and 28 Jul; 

and 14th and 2 on 24 Aug. 1-4 at San Anton in Sep then main autumn migration 
from 10 Oct with highest numbers from late Oct. Mostly in treble figures but 
over 1000 on 14 occassions with max of 5000 at Luqa on 18 Nov. 

1988 : lreble figures on most days in Jan-Mar to 12th but c. 1500 at Saghjtar on 9th and 
c.1200 at 1'1arsa on 20 Feb. 1hen 1-4 on 5 days from 19 Mar to 10 Apr; 2 on 22nd 
and 1 on 25 ~1ay; and singles on 6th, 10th and 29-30 Aug. 5 on 4th and a few reg
ularly from 10 Sep reaching peak numbers by 10 Oct when mostly seen in treble 
figures till mid-Nov. Over 1000 on a few days with max of 5000 at L-Ahrax on 11 
Dec. 

SPAN ISH SPARROvl Passer hispaniolensis Ghamm i e l t al-Bejt 
1987-88 : ,Abundant breeding resident. 

·IREE SPARROI~ Passer montanus Ghammiel tas-Sigar 
1987 Breeding resident at various sites with highest numbers between Jul-Oct, Peak 

counts at Lunzjata with 50• on 30 Aug and at Chadwick Lakes with 40 on 15 Aug. 
1988 Breeding at usual sites in stable numbers. Highest numbers between late Jun and 

mid-Oct with max of 50 at Xemxija on 18 and 30-40 at Lunzjata and Chadwick 
Lakes on a few days. Increase in numbers n Dec due to migrants. 

CH;\FF I t-;Cf~ Fringilla coelebs Sponsun 
1987: s·lnole to double figures i~ Jan-•Viar Clith max of 85 at la' Oali on 23 Jan. A 

return passage evident in mid-Mar. Up to 5 throughout Apr in various 
places and 1-3 frequently sighted in May-Sep in a few localities mostly at 
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Busketl, Bingemma, Ghadira and San Anton. In autumn from 3 Oct with most from 
12th; mostly in low double figures but 100• at Ghallis on 13 Nov. Smaller 
numbers in Dec. 

1988 Up to 15 wintering at various sites in Jan-Feb but 50• on 21 Feb at Lunzjata. 
1-10 daily throughout Mar with a few present in Apr. 1-5 sighted occasionaly in 
a few areas in May-Aug but 10+ at Wied i l-Luq in Jul. Up to 5 in Sep, then daily 
from 4 Oct with most from mid-Oct to mid-Nov; mostly in low double figures with 
max of 40 at Ghallis and Bingemma on z, Oct and a 'passage' in Gozo on 8 Nov. 
smaller numbers in Dec with 20 at Has-Saptan on 21st highest. 

BRA.MBL I NG Fr.ingilla montifringilla 
1987 1 at San Anton on 30 Jan. 
1988 : 2 at Rabat from 13-24 Dec, 

Sponsun Selvagg 

SERIN 
1987 : 

1988 

Serinus serinus Apparell 
In low to medium double f i gure>s (up to 60) in Jan-Mar to 21st but 150+ at Chadwick lakes 

on 26 Jan. 1hen !-6 daily till .late Apr and 1-3 frequently sighted between May
Sep, mostly at Ghadira, Chadwick Lakes and Bingemma. On most days in Oct-Nov 
with 6+ at l~tarfa on 30 Nov, otherwise 1-3. Higher numbers in Dec with max of 25 
at Bingemma on 14th, otherwise up to 1'5. 
In single figures in Jan-Mar with 10 at Bingemma on 2 Jan highest. 1hen singles 
frequenH y in Apr and on 8 days in May·-Ju l mostly at 8 i ngemma and Ghad ira. In 
autumn singles on 22 Sep and then almost daily from 25 Oct to end of year; mostly 
1-15 but c.30 at Wied il-Luq on 11 Dec. 

GREENF INCH Carduelis clJloris Verdun 
1987 : On 6 days from 1 Jan to 13 Feb; mostly 1-2 but 11 at Ghadira on 20 Jan, lhen 

singles on 25 Feb,, 20 r~ar, 17 Apr, 12 Jiun and 17 Jul. In autumn 1 on 10th, then 
1-15 almosi· daily from 21 Oct to 15 Nov but 25• at GhaLlis on 7 Nov, 1-2 on 6 
days from 22 f!ov to 25 Dec. 

1988 On 12 dates from 15 Jan to 24 Mar; singles but 2 on 22 Mar; again on 12 dates in 
Apr--May, then on 30 Jun acd on 4 dates in Jul. All in singles except for 2 at 
Bingemma on 23-24 Jul. Again in singles on most days from 15 Sep to 19 Oct, then 
l-5almost daiLytill 21 No~.; JO.on-24.Nov and on6 days in Dec with 20•at ll-Qaws 
on 23rd; otherwise 1-2. 

GOLDFINCH Carduelis carduelis Gardell 
1987 

1988 

SISKIN 
1987 
1988 : 

LINNEl 
1987 : 

1988 

1-3 on 4 dates from 5-17 Jan. Singles on 11 Jun and 1 Jul, then 2 at Ghallis on 
24 Oct and singles on 30 Nov and 22 Dec. 
1 on 5th and 2 on 9 and 1 on 1 Apr. On 4 dates from 16-26 Nov; mostly 1-2 
but Cs 10 at Chambrayp on 19th. 1 on 19th and 3 on 28 Dec. 

Carduelis spi1-:.-u.s Ekru 
and 6 Jan. at San Anton on 2nd 

at Rabat on 16 Feb. 2 at Xaghra on 8 Nov; 2 at Hal Far Dn 7th and 1 at Wied 
i l-Luq on 11 Dec. 

C.arduelis cannabina Gojjln 
Double to low treble figures of up to 300 in Jan-Mar to 26th, but 1000+ roosting 
at Floriana on 19 Jan. lhen single figures on a few days to 20 Apr. 2 on 3rd 
and 1 on 4 i~ay; and 2 on 31 Jul. 1-2 on· 5 dates from 11-20 Sep and almost daily 
from 11 Oct to 27 Nov, mostly up to 30 but 40+ at Ghadira on 23 Oct. Up tc 10 on 
a few days in Dec, with max of 25 on 27th. 
Wintering ln small numbers, v;lth max of 20 at Bingemma on 2 Jan 
irregularly till 17 .~pr. 1 on 3rd, and 2 on 6-7th and 15 May. 
(at Dwejra, Gozol, lith and 23 Aug and 1-2 on 4 days from 8-21 
migration from 15 Oct, when in single to double figures almost 
year with max of 50 at ll-Oaws on 7 Nov. 

end with a few 
Singles on 1-8th 

Sep, Autumn 
daily till end of 

HAWF INCH Coccothraust:es coccot:hraustes l az-·Zebbug 
1987 : Singles at SanAnton on 10th and 18 Sep and on 6 Oct. lhen on 8 days from 20 Oct 

to 18 Nov; mainly 1-2 but 7-il at Buskett on 25-26 Oct and up to 30 trapped in 
Gozo in Late Oct-early Nov. 

1988 1 at Ghadira on 10 Feb, 

OR"IOLAN BUNliN(, Emberiza hortulana Ortolan 
1988 : Sin9les on Camino on 17 Apr and at B'Buqia on 20 Oct. 



RUSI I C BUN-II NG Emberiza rustica 
1988 i 1 at Lunzjata on 6 Nov. 

Durrajsa Oastnija 

L 1·1·1 LE BUN11 NG Emberiza pusilla 
1987 i at Lunzjata on 8 Nov. 
1988 : 1 at Ghadira on 16 Oct. 

Durrajsa Oerqnija 

REED BUN1 lNG Emberiza schoeniclus Ourrajsa tal-Oasab 
1987 1-2 at Ghadira from 1 Jan i·o 19 ~1ar with 3 on 20 Feb. In autumn almost daily 

again at Ghadira from 24 Oct to 23 Nov; mostly 1-3 but 4 on 10 Nov, Singles also 
at Lunzjata and Marsalforn Valley in Late Oct-early Nov. 

1988 1 at Ghadira on 24-26 Mar. Almost daily from 25 Oct to 27 Nov; mostly 1-5 but 6+ 
at Marsalforn Valley on 4 Nov. Most slghtings at Ghadira, but also at Xemxija, 
Salina and Lunzjata. Singles at Ghadira in Dec from 1-17th and on 29th. 

BLACK-HEADED BUNliNG Emberiza melanocephala Durrajsa Rasha Sewda 
1988 : 1 male at Lunzjata on 13 Jul. 

CORN BUN-11 NG Miliaria calandra Durrajsa 
1987 Breeding at various sites in the Maltese Islands with highest numbers in Sep--Oct 

due to presence of migrants. Highest 50• at Dwejra, Gozo on 5th and 35+ at Dwejra, 
Malta on 7 Sep. 

1988 : Breeding in usual numbers. Highest counts on 28 Jul when c.40 at Ramla and in Sep 
Oct with up to 30 on a few days. 
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RINGING REPORT FOR 1988 

Joe Sultana & Charles Gauci 
(Ringing & Research Committee] 

'L-l\.c!t::.'"llLI 

lhis report covers the ringing activities of the Valletta Bird-Ringing Scheme of the 
M 0 S for the year 1988. lhe number of birds ringed was a record one and totalled 14,322 
of 108 species. At the end of the year the grand total of birds ringed since 1965 stood 
at 189,893 of 159 species and 2 hybrids. 

Four new species, namely Mallard, Kentish Plover, Turnstone and Slender-billed Gull, 
were added to the ringing list. Several vagrants were also ringed. ·rhese included the 
5th lhrush Nightingale, the 2nd River Warbler, the 2nd Arctic Warbler, the 6th and 7th 
Semi-collared Flycatcher, the 8th Rustic Bunting and the 4th Little Bunting. 2 Yellow
brewed Warblers brought the total to 15 birds ringed. lhe regular manning of the wetland 
reserve at Ghadira with the use of a few traps is reflected in the relatively good number 
of waders ringed there. 

lhe ten species tcppi~Cg the list of these ri 
the previcus ye2r and were as follows (r.umber cf 

Species 1965-88 
--
Robin 28,928 
Chi ffchaff 21,543 
Swallo.v 17,316 
Storm Petrel 14,593 
Spanish Sparro''' 13,092 
Sardinian Warbler 10,987 
Blackcap 7,979 
Sand ~1artin 7, 710 
Garden Warbler 7' 166 
House Martin 5,633 

since 1965 remcined the same as in 
rds ringed during 1988 is also given) 

1988 

3,099 
1,651 

369 
399 
980 
915 
456 
257 
917 
158 

lhis report also carries a section dealing with 11 recoveries of 4 species reported 
duri 1988. 2 of these, a Swallow and a Chiffchaff, were reported from abroad. The 
S>~al the 39th to be reported from abroad, was the first to be reported from Hungary, 
>~hi le Chi ffchaff (the 8th abroad I .vas our 2nd recovered In Czechcs lovak i a. 

·lhe repcrt alsc Lists 9 recoveries in lv1.alta cf foreign ringed birds. lhese include 
the 5th Cormorant from Demark, the 1st Grey Heron frcm Yugoslavia, the first Buzzard from 
Finland (the 2nd from abrcadl, the 17th Osprey from Finland, the 1st Marsh Harrier from 
Italy and the 1st Sedge Warbler from Great Britain. An Italian-ringed Reed Warbler is the 
first cf -this species to be recovered in Malta. lhe other recoveries are the 9th lurtle 
Dove from Italy a~Cd the 1st Starling from Bulgaria. 

'1he scheme started the yeu with thirteen ri - J. ~ttard 1<1ontalto, J. Borg, D. 
Cachia, R, Cachia Zammit, V. Cilia, Br. Edmund, R. lea, C. Gauci, ~!.V. Gauci, B.K. 
Geman, J. Grech and J. Sultana- but in il the number went up io fifteen when ~1. 

l''all ia a~ed J.l<l. ~langion joined ihe group. . 1-1iddleton, a 8 l 0 ringer, helped the grcup 
durir.1j iwo vi:=its in spring and auturnn respectively, As in previous years C. Gauci 1vcs 
the Pi ng Secretary and was responsible for iling all the ringing data, keepi the 
t':i 0 S ncinc scheme's log books end prep2ring -monthly ringing newsletters i ex-

the group's ringers. 
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Species 

Little Grebe 
1'achybaptus ruficollis 

Black-necked Grebe 
Podiceps nigricollis 

Cory's Shearwater 
Calonectris diomedea 

Manx Shearwater 
Puffinus puffinus 

Storm Petrel 
Hydrobates pelagicus 

Little Bittern 
Ixobrychus minutus 

Night Heron 
Nycticorax nycticorax 

Squacco Heron 
Ardeola ralloides 

little Egret 
Egretta garzetta 

f1allard 
Anas platyrhynchos 

Kestrel 
Falco tinnunculus 

Ho~~~co subbuteo 

Quail 
Coturnix coturnix 

Water Rail 
Rallus aquaticus 

Spotted Crake 
Porzana porzana 

Little Crake 
Porzana parva 

Baillon's Crake 
Porzana pusilla 

11oorhen 
Gallinula chloropus 

Coot 
Fulica atra 

Stone Curlew 
Burhinus oedicnemus 

little Ringed Plover 
Charadrius dubius 

Ringed Plover 
Charadrius hiaticula 

Kentish Plover 
Charadrius alexandrinus 

La~~~~J1us vanellus 

Little Stint 
Calidris minuta 

Temminck's Stint 
Calidris temminckii 

Curlew Sandpiper 
Calidris ferruginea 

Dunlin 
Calidris alpina 

Ruff 
Philomachus pugnax 

Jack Snipe 
Lymnocryptes minimus 

Snipe 
Ga.I linago gallinago 

RINGING AND RECOVERY TUTALS TO 31 • 12. 88 

Ringed 
in 

1988 

121 

19 

399 

2 

18 

39 

3 

21 

3 

103 

8 

13 

8 

Grand Total 
ringed 

1965-1988 

I ,812 

492 

14,593 

46 

10 

2 

9 

7 

46 

13 

6 

118 

6 

65 

6 

3 

567 

34 

51 

54 

42 

18 

53 

Recovered 

1988 Grand Total 

28 

5 

26 

2 

2 

4 

3 

2 

Great Snipe 
Gallinago media 

Woodcock 
Scolopax ~usticola 

Spotted Redshank 
Tringa.erythropus 

Redshank 
Tringa totanus 

tla~~2n~gn~~~~:i~ti lis 

Greenshank 
Tringa nebularia 

Green Sandpiper 
Tringa ochropus 

Wood Sandp:i per 
Tringa glareola 

Common Sandpiper 
Actitis ~ypoleucos 

Turnstone 
Arenaria interpres 

Mediterranean Gull 
Larus me-'lanocephalus 

Black-headed Gull 
Laxus ridibundus 

Slender-billed Gull 
Larus genei 

Yellow-legged Gull 
Larus cac.hinnans 

Sandwich Tern 
Sterna sandvicens.is 

White-winged Black Tern 
Chlidonias leucop~erus 

Turtle Dove 
Streptopelia turtur 

Cuckoo 
Cuculus canorus 

Scops Owl 
Otus scops 

Short-eared Owl 
Asia flammeus 

Nig~~l1;ul £!'US europaeus 

Swift 
Apus apus 

Ki~~~!a~e~mis 
Hoopoe 

Upupa epops 

Wr~~~~k torquilla 

Short-toed lark 
Calandre.lla brachydactyla 

Wood lark 
Lullula arborea 

Skvlark 
fllaud;i arvens.is 

Sand llartin 
Riparia .riparia 

Swallow 
Hirundo .rustica 

Red-rumRed Swallow 
Hiruni:lo daurica 

House Martin 
Delichon urbica 

Richard's Pipit 
Anthus novaeseelandiae 

Ta~~hE~P~~pestris 
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8 

2 

7 10 

2 3 

3 23 

21 116 8 

60 241 

3 3 

75 312 

47 4 

4 25 

3 111 

2 

14 

28 

21 128 9 

3 16 

47 401 

145 

2 

27 5 

257 7, 710 36 

369 17,316 89 

35 

158 5,633 15 
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Olive-backed Pipit 
Antfws hodgsoni 

Tree Pipit 
Anthus trivialis 

Meadow Pipit 
Anthus pratensis 

Red-throated Pipit 
.llntbus cervinus 

Rock/Water Pipit 
~1thus spinoletta 

Yellow Waotail 
Motacil1a flava 

Grey Wagtail 
MotacLlla cinerea 

Wh~~~a~~~j~i~lba 
Wren 

Troglodytes troglodytes 

Dunnock 
Prunella modularis 

Rufous Bush Chat 
Cercotrichas galactotes 

Robin 
Erithacus rubecula 

Thrush Nightingale 
Luscinia luscinia 

flighting ale 
Luscinia megarhynchos 

Bluethroat 
Luscinia svecica 

Black Redstart 
Phoenicurus ochruros 

Redstart 
Phoenicurus phoenicurus 

Whinchat 
Saxicola rubetra 

Stonechat 
Saxicola torquata 

Isabelline Wheatear 
Oenanthe isabellina 

Wheatear 
Oenanthe oenanthe 

Black-eared Wheatear 
Oenanthe lJispanica 

Rock Thrush 
Monticola saxatilis 

Blue Rock Thrush 
Monticola solitarius 

Ring Ouzel 
Turdus ~orquatus 

Blackbird 
Turdus merula 

Fieldfare 
Turdus pilaris 

Song Thrush 
Turdus philomelos 

Redwing 
Turdus iliacus 

Cetti's Warbler 
Cettia cetti 

Fan-tailed Warbler 
Cisticola juncidis 

Grasshopper Warbler 
Locustella naev.ia 

River Warbler 
Locustella Eluviatilis 

Savi's Warbler 
Locustella luscinioides 

3 

99 1' 155 

54 1,043 8 

65 

2 14 

246 2, 785 19 

18 593 

30 671 

19 

171 1,669 8 

3,099 28,928 172 

182 1,535 2 

11 79 

26 218 

75 2,034 3 

36 476 

173 1,616 2 

6 145 

4 

3 

3 72 3 

19 190 13 

3 

60 924 29 

27 

!00 992 27 

494 4, 156 30 

36 

30 

Moustached Warbler 
Acrocephalus melanopogon 

Sedge Warbler 
Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 

Paddyfield Warbler 
AC:rocephal us agricola 

Harsh Warbler 
Acrocephalus palustris 

Reed Warbler 
Acrocephalus scirpaceus 

Great Reed Warbler 
Acrocephalus arundinaceus 

Olivaceous Warbler 
Hippolais pallida 

Icterine Warbler 
Hippolais icterina 

~1elodious Warbler 
Hippolais polyglotta 

Dartford Warbler 
Sylvia undata 

Spectacled Warbler 
Sylvia conspicillata 

Subalpine Warbler 
Sylvia cantillans 

Sardinian Warbler 
Syl~ia ~elanocephala 

Ruppell's Warbler 
Sylvia rueppelli 

Orphean Warbler 
Sylvia hortensis 

Barred Warbler 
Sylvia nisoria 

Lesser Whitethroat 
Sylvia curruca 

White throat 
Sylvia communis 

Garden Warbler 
Sylvia borin 

Black cap 
Sylvia atricapilla 

Arctic Warbler 
Pllylloscopus borealis 

Pa~A~1l~s~3~8~efroregulus 
Yellow-browed Warbler 

Phylloscopus inornatus 

Bonelli's Warbler 
PlJylloscopus bonelli 

Wood Warbler 
Phylloscopus sibilatrix 

ChHfchaff 
Fl:rylloscopus collybita 

Willow Warbler 
Phyllo~copus -trochilus 

Goldcrest 
Re<julus regulus 

Firecrest 
Regulus ignicapillus 

Spotted Flycatcher 
Muscicapa striata 

Red·-breasted Flycatcher 
Ficedula parva 

Semi-collared Flycatcher 
Ficedula semitorquata 

Collared Flycatcher 
Ficedula albicollis 

Pied Flycatcher 
Ficedula hypoleuca 

Penduline Tit 
Remiz pendulinus 

12 

175 

3 

144 

58 

109 

2 

3 

425 

915 

146 

917 

456 

2 

10 

473 

1,651 

496 

25 

17 

71 

3 

2 

25 

239 

31 

95 

I ,661 

20 

I ,382 

966 

3 

975 

2 

38 

1,240 

4,637 

10,987 

2 

50 

1,658 

7' 166 

7,979 

2 

15 

123 

4,499 

21 '543 

4,082 

201 

324 

1' 168 

64 

299 

2,023 

17 

!L-IYit::!'dLL- 1\JV <:'.tl 1:-:l'~K~ 

3 

3 

35 

9 

18 

56 

4 

2 

2 



IL-MERILL No. 26 1989 

Golden Oriole 
Driolus oriolus 

Red-backed Shrike 
Lanius collurio 

Woodchat Shrike 
Lanius senator 

Starling 
Sturnus vulgaris 

Sp~~~~~r5~1~~~~iolensis 
Tree Sparrow 

Passer montanus 

Red-eyed Vireo 
Vireo ali vaceus 

Chaffinch 
Frin gilla coelebs 

Br~~~~~2~1a montifringilla 

Serin. . 
Ser~nus ser~nus 

Greenfinch 
Carduelis chloris 

Goldfinch 
Carduelis carduelis 

Siskin 
Carduelis spinus 

Linnet 
Carduelis cannabina 

Scarlet Rosefinch 
Carpodacus erythrinus 

Hawfinch 
Coccothraustes coccothraustes 

Lapland Bunting . 
Calcar~us lappon2cus 

Yellowhammer 
Emberiza c.itrinella 

Or~g£~~i~~n~~~~ulana 
Rustic Bunting 

Emberiza rustica 

Little Bunting 
Emberiza pusilla 

Chi~J;~~lz~u~~~2~a 
Yellow-breasted Bunting 

Emberiza aureola 

Reed Bunting 
Emberiza schoeniclus 

Corn Bunting 
Miliaria calandra 

Swallow X House Hartin 
Hirundo rustica X Delichon urbica 

Tree Sparrow x Spanish Sparrow 
Passer montanus x hispaniolensis 

26 

10 

16 

980 

60 

68 

2 

2 

3 

26 

13 

Totals 14,322 

179 

93 

164 

90 

13,092 

407 

618 

4 

289 

282 

15 

907 

3 

2 

8 

4 

182 

368 

189,893 

N .. B.: Gra~d total recovery totals have been corrected. 
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l3 

6 

6 

119 

6 

4 

18 

53 

5 
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RINGING RECOVERIES 

This section deals with 11 recoveries of 4 species reported during 1988. Only those 
found at least 5 km away from ringing site are included. The co-ordinates of the locali
ties are given only once, when these are first mentioned. 

Key to symbols and terms used in the recovery list : 

Arrangement of entry : recoveries are arranged by species, and within species usually by 
date of the recovery LEdter. Ringing de·ra i Ls are given on the 
first Line and recovery data on the second. 

Ring number 

Age code 

Sex 

Date of recovery 

Manner of recovery 

where this is followed by an asterisk(*) the ring has been 
returned. 

ptt·L l-os; ·yeu-Ag ·b,i'rd .,.,.;nged +n the nest. 
2 fuLLy grown; year of hatching quite unknown. 
3 definitel\' hatched during current calendar year. 
3J = as above, but bird still partly or completely in juvenile 

body plumage. 
4 hatch<Od before current calendar year; exact year unknown. 
5 = definitely hatched during Last calendar year. 
(A number in brackets beside the age code 1 indicates the size 
of the brood). 

M = male; F = female. 

where this is unknown the date of the reporting Letter is given 
instead and is shown in brackets. An 00 in the date indicates that 
the exact day or month are unknown. 

X 
() 

I?/ 

caught or trapped, and released with ring. 
shot or killed by man. 
found dead or dying. 
caugh'i or trapped alive and not released, or released 
but with ring removed. 
manner of recovery unknown. 

S\,mllow HiL'undo rustica 

57. 135 4F 15.04.87 
i4. 04 .,88 

House Martin De .I ichon urbica 

57.757 4 11 .05. 88 
13.05.88 

Robin Erithacus rubecula 

64.227 

64.297 3 

67.216 

66.825 

52.360 

59.382 3 

66.329 

08.10.88 
12. 10.88 

11. 10.88 
27.10.88 

26.10.88 
27.10.88 

25.10.88 
29. 10.88 

02,01.87 
0 1". 11.88 

27.10,88 
06. 11.88 

29. 10.88 
18. 1i.88 

Lunzjata Val Ley : 36.03 N, 14.14 E, Gczo. 
Fonyodleget : 46.46 N, 17.35 E, Scmogy, HUNGPHY. 

Lunzjata Val 
B i n,;emma : 35. N, 14.23 E. 

Buskett : 35,51 N, 14.25 E. 
Xemxlja : 35.57 N, 14.23 E. 

Buskett. 
Ramla Valley : 36.04 N, 14.14 E, Gozo. 

Ghadira : 35.5B N, 14.21 E. 
Buskett. 

Bingemma. 
Xemx i ja, 

Gha.jn Zejtuno : 35.58 N, 14.22 E. 
Lunzjata Valley. 

Rabat : 35.53 1,, 14.24 E. 
Xernxija. 

Xemxija. 
Bingemma 

33 



IL-MERILL No. 2b 1989 

4-· L • 3 0(). 1 0. 80 

I I .82 

Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collyhi-La 

':JP. 2.99 * 4 07.02.87 
x(c~~-) 04.04.88 

,X:err:x i ja 
Birkirkara: 35.5?, ~!, 14.28 E, 

\-ihedlra 
Vrcr:ova 49.03 1!, 10.32 E, Glansko, CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 

FOREIGN RII"GED BIRDS RECOVERED IN ~v\LTA 

This section deals with 9 foreign ringed birds, all different species, recover~d in 
!1alta. The sy~boJs and terms used are the same as those in the previous section. 

Connorant Phalacrccorax carbo 

23.05.85 

(+black 403) 
ca. 25.10.88 

Grey Heron Ardea c.inerea 

22.06.88 
164 

06.09.88 

~larsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus 

41" 08.04.24 

ca.25.03.88 

Buzzard Buteo bu~eo 

Helsinki 01.07.87 
H 119.229 

2 I. 04.88 

Osprey Par:.dion haliaetus 

Hels:nk.i 
1 g 54~l 

14.07.85 

22.03.83 

Turtle Dove su_-epto_..;:;:elia turtur 

20.04.87 

ca.30.U4.88 

Orrn0, c;Ler:0 55.12 1·1, 11.28 E, Sjelland, DEI~MARK 

Ze j tun 35.52 1·1, 14.33 E. 

Obedsl(a bara, Kuplnovo 
YUGOSLAVIA. 

45.43 N, 20.01 E, Oberenovac, 

,\nchcr Bay 35.58 11, 14.21 E. 

44,08 t'!, 12. 28 [, Bellar i a ! gee ;/:cr ina 
l, 11 A.LY. 

l•lal ta : ca.35.50 N, 14.30 

Kitee 62.03 H1 38.06 E, Pol~jois-Karjalar: (Li32ini ), 
III!L?.I•ID. 
off Harsaxlokk : ca.35.53 1·1, 14.31 E. 

Ylane, 1urun Jc Porir; (U:]:lni ), Fli,Jlf\ND. 

Ghaxaq 35.50 1-l, 14,33 E. 

Castello GG!-barossc ·!10,33 1·!, 1t1.13 E, Anaccpri Ulcpc•Li :: 
II A.I_Y. 

t 35.~)3 , 14.25 E. 

Sedge l\1arbleT Ac:r-ocephalus schoenobaenus 

London 3 05.07.87 Shot ton 
l~ 

lf-,03.88 Xe:rx i jc 

Reed hrarble1· .::crc•cephal us scirpaceus 

~· 3 

. 3~~2 

SL-!.rllEg 

'J3.08,26 

1.=. 

.-, . ~~ .. 

Va ll•c 
11 y . 

I_ U 11~: j J i ,J 

12 03.03 W, Clwyd, WALES. 

35' 57 j·;. 14.23 

.35 :i, 11.:)1 E, ,Arsenic (Fc:'!Tcrcl, 

·: .. 1L' • 1c1. [__ 1 1~,:'2(', 

{_1 

iL-Mt:::RlU 

Out of 13,092 Spanish Sparrows ringed up to the end of 1988, 119 have been re
covered. None travelled farther than 12 km away frorr. ringing site. 

the h'etL-u~d reseiTe l!t l~l:adir~i is rL'Clectc . .J i11 thL' 
of ha.Jcr..: ringt'cl there. 

~':J 
f.>. 

g. 
"' ,, 
'"" 
0 

"' 0 

'" '"· "' 
w 
"' 
~. 
" 

'--' g 
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<n 
.'; 
'1J 
C) 

" ~ u 

" '" "' "' 

;) 
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<n 

~ 
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~ 
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Up to the end of 1988 21,543 Chiffchaffs have been ringed. 8 have been recovered 
abroad, mostly in central Europe. 

Ycllm;-browed Warbler photographed before released. T\Co of this Tare vagrant 
Here ringed i'" 1988. 

A tiE\V GUIDE TO THE BIRDS OF HALT A. 

208 pages. Price £12.0 hardback or £8.0 paper
back. 

'Une pi€:ce maitresse de 1 1 ornithologie 
mediteram!enne' - ALAUDA. 

'If the first guide was good - and it was -
this- new book is infini-tely superior: packed 
with more, and more up-to-date, information, 
illustrated by fine colour plates, and altoget
her more elegant' -BIRD STUDY. 

The book provides information on the avian en
vironmeni", distribution of habitats, pattern of 
migration, results of bird ringing, including 
maps plotted with recoveries, as well as the 
ornithological history of the islands. Its main 
feature consists of a detailed past and present 
status of all the birds occurring in the Maltese 
Islands, giving numbers of birds involved. It 
is richly illustrated with 12 original colour 
plates, several line drawings and maps, and 
scenic photoqraphs of different bird habitats. 

You may order a copy directly from the HOS, P.O. !lox 498, Valletta, Malta. All pro
ceeds will be devoted by ~105 towards blrd conservation in Halta. -------- . 

ERRATUM 
lhe ringing recovery of Turtle Dove streptopena turtur (Ring No. 1 58.539), which 
appeared in ll-MER ILL No. 25 ( 1988) p. 50, should read as follows 

Bologna 
1 58.539 

03.05.79 

15.04.86 

Bellaria, lgea Marina: 44.09 N, 12.28 E (Forli), 11A.LY. 

Bubaqra : 35.49 N, 14.29 E. 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 

Ordinary MembeTship .•.....•.... £M 2. 00 
Youth Membership (under 18) ..•. £M 1 • 00 
Life Membership ...•.•..•.....•• S}GO.OO 
Couple MembeTship .........•..•. £1\1 3. 00 
Family Membership .....•........ £M 4.00 
Overseas Membership ............ £10.00 

To jam the MOS, complete the applicalion form 
and return it with your subscription to: 

THEMOS, 
P.O. Box49B, 
VALLITTA- Malta. ~~~ iy\ \ ~-~ ) 

~os.i/ __ / 

Date 

Title 

Name 

Surname 

I enclose my subscription* (cheque/ 

postal order) to the value of: 
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