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'Ihis issue of 'Il-·Merill' eonLains a compreh€nsive report on various aspects 
or ornithological studies carried out during 1972 by the Bird Ringing Group of 
t'1e Malta Ornithological Society. 

One need to emphasise that the GrmJ,p is made up of a verv few extremely 
active and enthusiastic individuals. But even a cursory glance through the var
ious reports is sufficient and eloquent pro:Jf of the high standard the Group has 
set itself and has never ceased to strivo for less. That will o-ccasion no surprise 
in ornithological circles who have only high praise and esteem for the Group. 
But in our tiny country where the S1pirit of scientliflc investigation for its own 
sak£ is a luxury nearly never afforded, the ,Group ·deserves appre-ciation a11d 
adequate r2cognition. The Group needs a site which it can run as an observa
tory. as a c2ntre for its a-ctivity, as a nature reserv-e and as a model of a natu
ral habitat thu:s ena-bling the younger generation to develope their sensibility 
for nature and its creatures. Ghadira is certainly such a site; when one recalls 
that this nation has found it. easier to let things •be, to waste the ruossibilities 
and s1uander the golde"1 potential of E<uch an ideal site one is the!1 forced to 
consider such behaviour as an act of irresrponsibility and colossal stu;pidity. 

T 1e members of th2 .MOS have n::Jt accomodat-ed their conscience but have 
shouldered the 'b•urden ,,f their convictions. Thev hav-e not shirked off .the la
bour the endeavour, the daily struggle, discomfort and effort that their eon
vict:ons entail. Unappreciated in their own country. among· their own people. 
not infrequently decried. they have quietly done their work. That now our 
own countrv can offer the res,ult of the:r work as 'Malta's aw11 contriibution to 
the scientific investigation of the subject is their own achievement and the 
following reports are tangible ,proof. 

Cover picture: Nightingale !photo: E. Hosking\_ No fewer than 105 were ri::g 9 .-, 

in 19'72. 
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BIRD RINGING GROUP REPORT FOR 1972 

llNTRODUCTION 

This is:>ue carries the 4th !Report of the MOS Ringing Group. The reiport 
includes the sp•ecies systematic list compiled from the d:aHy log kept by the 
group . 

Slghtings . 

Thougll the numb·er of local recorders is .s-till very small, there wer·e f.ew 
day" (mostJy in summen when <there was no coverage. As in pas.t y-ears obser
vations were mostly •carried out at Ghadlra, [Buskett, Hal Far and Mtahlelb in 
Malta; Ramla, Lunzjata Valleys in Gozo. Salina., Marsaxlokrk and Ta' Qali 
were also covered to a cePtain extent. As usual, the numbers of ceTtain .srpecies 
recorded varied cons!deraJbly. Thus species like the Little iBittern, St]ruacco Heron 
and Coot. usually frequently E.ee-n, were scarce, while there were no records of 
Red-foo:·ed Falcons. On the other hand, ·Grey Herons and Hoopoes were recorded 
in larger quantities, as were such s-carce 'birds as the Greaan~coloured Coursers, 
Lesser Whitethroats, Bonelli's Warblers and Red-brea.stedJ IF'Jy,catchers. 

Two new s,pecies were added to the Malta List: a Greater Sand Plover 
caught at Delimara in AugucSt and a Per.duline Tit ringed and noted rpresent for 
several days at Lu.nzja•ta in December. Several other vagrants were recorded, the 
most int·errs,ting being Red-crested iPochard, Little Bus:tard. Arctic and Long
Tailed Skuas, Palm Dove, Hoopoe Lark, Wall Cr-eeper, Grasshopp•er, Marsh and 
RuppeH's Warblers and Bullfinch_ A small irrup<tion of Crossbills took place in 
July-September. while fDr the seccnd year running there was a small in.ftux of 
Crea.m-coloured Coursers in spring_ 

Species which were formerly recorded as accidental or very rare continue 
to be r-ecorded a.nnually in ·a<ppreciable numb-ers. Thes.e include Eleonora's Fal
con. Red-backed Shrike. Wren, and CetM's, Moustached and Bonelli's Warblers. 

Spotted Flyca,tchers bred' at Busk·ett for the second successive year and two 
newly fi.2dged young were Eeen there in eady July_ A <pair of KecStrels iprobably 
bred a•t Dwejra, Gozo. wher.e three juveniies accompanied by -a pair of wary adults 
were seen in July. Tree sparrows continue to be record,ed -breeding in several new 
localiti-es though their numbers ar-e still limited. The usual pair of Peregrines 
bred at Ta' c-enc. Possible breeders at Busk-ett were Red-backed a•nd Woodchat 
Shrikes and Chaffinch (s.ee sys<tema.tic ltst). 

Contributors who submitted monthly records wer-e J. Azzopardi, N. Bonavia. 
S. Borg. J. Buttigieg, L. Ellul Mercer, C. Ganci, C. Galea, J. Grech, J. Sultana, C. 
Theuma and V Vassallo. Other contributors were G. Davies, T. Ganci, M. Grima. 
B.K. German, P . .Micallef, J. JVIusca<t. C.A. Pomeroy, M. Shwa11thoff. M. Thake. ,T. 
Tlleuma. and RAiF Luqa O.S. 



Ringing. 

During 197'2 the number of ringers remained the same as in the previous 
year, ie. seven. This number may be augmented in the near future a.s a few more 
members now hold trainee penn1t.s. Training new ringers is still a problem with 
us as we have no perm-ane111t ringing si<tes. As in past years ring:ing was made 
posEible through the surpply of British Trust for Ornithology rings to whom we 
are most grateful for their continued suJPpOrt. 

The number of birds ringed during 197.2 amou111ted tD 6,526. Though this 
figure is- a thousand short of the previous y·ear's total, :it sti'll reflec,t.s the hard 
work put in by the ringers. The rtotal number of birds ringed between September 
1965 and December 1972 now S1tands a't :30,132. Three new sp-ecies were added to 
the ringing list - PenduJine Tit, Grasshopper ,warbler and Black-eared 
Wheatear. A record number of Storm Petrels - 1,794 - was ringed. These were 
trapped in two forty-foo.t nets during :two nights on FUfta. The totals of a good 
number of other species also went up. 

Ten recoveries' were ,y.eported from abroad during the year. As usual, ';;hough 
this number was ·small, most of the recoveries WBre very interesting. A Wryneck 
ringed at Ghadira. in Alpril was recovered in Crete .the following September, tak
ing a much more .easterly .route on iLc;: way south. Two Swallows. were found in 
France. A recovery of a Swallow in France was rwt uneXi]J·eoted as two Fr-ench 
Swallows (both ringed as JJUlli) had already been reco:vered here in spring. 
Number JE58621, however, is of s!Pecial interest as it is very far to the S1W France. 
Two recoveries of House ·Martins· proved a pleasant sm:r;prise as House Jv'l:artins 
have the lowest recovery rate of the -three cammon hirundines·; one was well to 
the east of Rostov (USSR) while the ol,her was· recovered to the NiW of Malta, 
in Germany. Three recoveries of Robins' in Tunisia were not unexpected, as most 
of the Robins passing tllrough Malt.a in October-November winte:r in North 
Africa. Of int•er·est are JC91690 and JC91694 ringed at Buskett on the same day 
in February 1971 and both recovered at Gabes the following autumn and winter 
respootivceJy. 

Twenty-seven foreign ring-ed birds recovered locally are Hsted in <the rEport. 
These represent 23 s,pecies frmn1 10 ·countries . .Some of these were recovered in 
earlier years 'but only came to our notice diuring 1972. The highlights were two 
Gr-eat Skuas ring·ed as pulli in <the Shetland's (Scotland) and recover-ed o!Ishore 
in winter. Until recently, Skuas were regarded as accid:entals. but now a few are 
recorded annually. This is no doubt ctue to the reJativeJy new habit of some local 
fishermen, who carry :their shotguns with 'them while out fishing. Another Bri
tish ringed 'bird was a Sand Martin (the 2nd to be recovered' here fTom the Bri
tish Isles) controlled in January, it being the first local wintm· re:cord of this 
species. The year B72 also saw the first Norwegian ringed !birds ever to be re
covered here. They. were a House Martin and! a iWillow Warbler. Only last year 
a Willow Warbler ringed here Lrt spring was recovered' in Spain the following 
autum-n. 

J. Sultana 
l~ingin!{ Ofjiccr 
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C. Gauci 
Ringing Secretary 

SYSTEMATIC LIST FOR 1972 
LITTLE GREiBE Podiceps rujicollis BLONGUN ZGHIR 
l at Sliema Creek on 21st January and singles a<t Salina on 2tlth February, 25th 
October and lOth November. 

BLACK-NECKED GRE!BE Podiceps nigricollis BLONGUN SEKOND 
1 on 2'lst January. Party of 10 on 29-th Augus:t and 1 on 4th September. then 
singles on 7 dates from 27,th October to 9<th December. 

GREAT CRESTED GREBE Podiceps cristatus BLONGUN PRIM 
Si·ngles at Salina on 24th November and a;t M'Xlokk on 29·th December. 

CORY'S SHEARWATEJR Calonectris diomedea ciEFA 
Icirst S•een offshore on lOth March. La.s:t record on 29·th October. Many eggs 
were found cracked on Filfla. ' 

MANX SHEARW A TiER Putfinus puffinus GARNIJA 
As usual s·eldom seen olishore, 

STORM! PETREL Hydrobates pelagicus KANGU T'A' FILFLA 
As usual ~arge numbers bred on Filfla. but not seen near the coas't during the 
day Remains of a long dead bird found in a cave at Ta' C·enc. Gozo ln July. A 
F'ilfla ringed bird was caught at Delimara in January. 

G.A!NNET Sula bassana SULA 
2 or. ,2lsrt January. 1 on 21st October. 1 on 6th November, 3 on lOth and 1 on 18th 
December, offshor-e. 

CORMORANT Phwlacrocorax carbo MARGUN 
In October, 2 on 19:th anct 1 on 20th at St. Paul's Bay and singles at Camino 
on 26th, at Marsalforn on 28th and at Mgarr on 291th. Singles over Floriana and 
Ghar Larpsi on 13th November. 

BI'ITEJRN BotaunLs stellaris KAiPPUN 
Single birds on 15th, 17th and 3!}t.h March and 4th April. 1 on 21st Oc,tober; 1 0'!1 

20th and 3 on 26th November; 5 on 2'7th December. 

LITThE BITTERN Ixobry.chus rninutus RUSSETT TAS-SIGAR 
An unusually poor year w~th only nine records: singles on 26th March, 30,th 
.April; 1st, 3th and 26th May; 1st June; 15·th a-nd 16th September: and 11th 
October. 

NIGHT HERON Nycticorax nycticorax KW AKKA 
On 9 days in March from 3rd and 7 days in April :to 20th. Best days were 6th 
and 18th APril with 86 and 33 birds respectively, otherwise singles or parties 
of up rto 14. Late l'ecord of 9 on 2~&tll May. In larger numbers in autumn: on 19 
dates from 19th Augus-t to 2nd October with double figur-es on 10 days, highest 
5<6 on 2nd and 52 on 3rd September. 2 on 15th and 1 on 212nd October. 

SIO~UACCO HERON Ardeola ralloides AGRETT ISFAR 
Unusually poor y-ear. Only records were of 1 on 7th and 2 on 1'9,th April and 
singles on 2nd and 3rd September. 
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GREAT WHITE EGRET Egretta alba RUSSETT ABJ AD 
1 at Hal Far on 30th Se;pt,ember. 

LITTLE EGREI' Egretta garzetta AGREI'T ABJAD 
Sing1es or very small ·parMes on 12 days from 23rd March to 21s1t April. highest 
8 on 4th. 1 on 14th and 2•2nd' May. Slightly larger nUI!ll'bers in aJUDu!mn: on 1H 
days from 6th August to 1st October. Flock of ca. 60 a~t Ghadira on 26th Sep"· 
tember, otherwise never more than 16. 

GREY HERON Ardea cinerea RUSSETT G'RIZ 
~equent in .spring: on 20 dates. from 3rd March to llith May, highest 14 on 
26th March, otherwis'e Jow .single figures. Singles on 12th, 15th and lB>th August, 
then on 24 dates from 26th August to 19th October, with most from 1st to 2{)th 
September. Very heavy passage on 13th - 7-83 counted; next .highest 1'00+ on 
20th, 55 on 1st and 35 on 2nd, all dates in September. 1 on 41th Dec·ember. 

PURPLE HERON Ardea purpurea RUSSETT AMMA:R 
Early 'bird on 28th February then on 19 dates from 17th March to 8th May. 5ll 
on 1st April and 15 on 2!'ith March, otherwise .si·ngle figures. 1 on 28th June. 
In autumn on ·14 dates from 20th August to 23rdJ September with d'ouble figures 
on 3 days: 25 on 3rd, 6(}+ on 13th and 111 on 17th. 1 on 3rd, 3 on 19th and I on 
21sit October. 

BLACK STORiK Ciconia nigra ciKONJA SEIWDA 
1 at Sig·giewi on \l<th October. 

SPOONBILL Platalea lewcorodia PALETTA 
2 heading north ov·er Qammieh on 30th August, 7 over St. Julian's on 13th and 
1 at Salina on 24th September. 

GLOSSY NUS Plegadis talcinellus VELLERAN 
2 on 2&th March; 2 on lst, 20+ on o'th and 1 on 81th April: 1 on 16th May. 
Flocks of 6 on 19th and 20th Serpt.ember and 1 on 9th Oc•tober. 

GREATER FLAMINGO Phoenicopterus ruber FJAMINGU 
1 juvenile at Qawra on 2nd a·nd at M'Scala on 3rd December - :probably same 
individual. 

GREY LAIG GOOSE Anser anser WizzA GRizA 

2. one of which was shot, a.t L-A.hrax in mid-september. 

'GREY GEESE' Anser sJJ. WTZZA 

3 over Grand Harbour on 13th OCJtober. 

SHELDUOK Tadorna tadorna KiULUVERT TAS-8ALIB 
1 on 24th January and 2 on .2nd February. SingJes on 23rd &pt;ember. 17th and 
24th October, and 3rd November. 

MALLARD Anas platurynchos KULUVERT 
4 on 20th February and 4 on 26th March. Influx at the end of October wi1th 3 
on 29th. 64 CBO in one flock) on 30th and 1 on 31st 1 on 31st Decemlber. 
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TEAL Anas crecca SA:RSELLA 
1 on 1st and 31st January. Small passage in spring with 4 on 3rd, 1 on 4th, 3 
on 5th a;nd 1 on 7•th March and 1 on 7th April. In autumn, ~arly birds on 5th 
and 16th August, then 1 on 3(lth Oc<tob·er, 1 on 6th, 2 on 8th and 1 on 13th 
Noveml:J.er and 1 on 7th December. 

GADWALL Anas strepera KULUVElRT GRIZ 
1 at Luqa on 23th January. 

WIGEON Anas penelope SILF.JUN EWROPEW 
1 on 29th January. 1 on 21st, 2 on 22nd amd 2 on 24th March. 1 on 23th. 2 on 2'9rth 
and. 7 on 3Dth October; 2 on 18th, 7 on .21st, 1 on 22nd, 1 on 23rd, 5 on 24th and 
2 on 26rth November. All records from Salina and Qawra. 

PINTAllo Anas acuta SILFJUN 
Small influx in March with .s~ngles on 2nd, 3rd, 23rd. 25:th, 26th and 27th. 2 on 
31st August; 1 en 26th and 2 on 29th September; 1 on 1st. 1 on 21st, 'flock' on 
22rid, 1 on 29th. 3 on 30th and 1 on 31st Ootober; singhos on 8th, 12th and 18th 
November and 30th December. 

GA•RGAN'EY Anas querquedula SARSELLA HAMRA 
1 on 11th and 24th, 50 on 25th, 7 on ,2&th and 4 on 27th March; 1 on 1st, 3 on 
2nd. 1 on 5th and 1 on 11th April. In autumn on 19 dates• from 11th August to 
26th September; highest 82 on 13th and :!7 on 22nd Sept~mber at Salina, other
wise nev·er more ,than 5. 1 on 17th and '2 on 25th November. 

SHOVELER Anas clypeata PALET'I'UNA 
2 on 3n:l and 1 on ~th January and 4 on 2nd· March. 1 on 21st and 4 on 22nd 
September; 3 on 14th, 1 on 28th and 2 on 29th October; and 1 on 26th Nov
ember. 

RED-CRI<:STB:O JPOCHARD Netta rutina BRAJMLA TAT-TOPPU AH!vfAR 
Single females shot at Delimara on 19th and 21st February. 

POCHARD Aythya terina BRAJMLA 
2 ond 2nd and 1 on 27th January. Early birds on 24Jth and 27th August then 1 
on 16th, 1 on 2Sth and 5 on 30th October, and singles on 17th and 24th Novem
ber Most r·eeords from Salina. 

FERRUGINOUS DUCK Aythya nyroca BRAJMLA T'GMAJNHA BAJDA 
Singles at Salina on 3rd and 2~'th March. 10th June, 4Jth August and 21st Nov
ember. 

RED-BREASTED MERGANSER Mergus serrator SERRA 
1 shot a•t Salina at the end of November. 

OSPREY Pandion haliaetus AR'P A 
1 on 11th and 13th March, 1 011 lOth, 1 on 11th, 2 on 12Jt.h and 1 on 30th April. 
In autumn 1 on 21st. 2 011 22nc!, 1 on 25th. 4 on 26th and singles on 27rth, 29th 
and 30th September and 7th October. 

HONEY BUZZAltD Pernis apivorus K.UCCARDA 
1-5 on 7 dates from 18th March tD 30th April. In May recorded on 3rd~5th. 12th-
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13th, 16th. 18th-19th, 24th-25th and 2mh; highest 48 on 4th, 35 on 16th, 2r2 on 
13th and 14 on 25th; single figures on other days. 2 on 11th and 1 on lr2th J'l.me. 
In autumn 1 on 22nd, then on most days from 2f•th August to 30th September. 
P.eak days were: August 30th (2'7) and September 14th (67). Wth (125), and 
26th (88). In October 1 on ls•t, 7 on 3rd, 1 on 4th, 4 on 8th and singles on 13th, 
19th and 25th. 

BLACK KITE Milvus migrans AST'UN ISWED 
1 at Ta' Qali on l.st and 1 a•t Gharb on 11th April. 2' at Buskebt on 14th. 4 there 
on 25th and 1 at Mgarr on 26th September. 

SPARROW HAWK Accipter nisus SPARVIER 
Female at Ta' Giorni on lOth Arpril. Singl-es at Tas~Salib, Bu.skebt and Salina 
on 8th October. 2 in mid-October. 

BUZZARD Buteo buteo KiUCCM:i:DA PRIMA 
1 at Buskett on 2·0th September and 1 taken at St. Julian's in mid-November. 

SHORT-TEOD EA-GLI<; Circaetns gallicus AJIIT,A BAJDA 
2 at Dabrani, Goz.o on 29th September, 1 at Ta' <~ali on Wth and 3 ov-er Rabat 
on 16th Ocrtober, 

HEN HARRIER Circus cyaneus BUGHADA.M AS.J AD .PRIM 
1 a> Hal Far on 26th March and 1 at Salina on 11th ApriL 

PALLID HARRIER Circus rnacrourus BUGHADAM ABJAD 
1 on 25th March, 2 on 1st. 3 on 3rd and singles on 12th, 13th and 20th April. 
1 on 22nd Ocrtober. 

MONTAGU'S HARRIER Circus pygargus BUGHAiDAl\1: GRIZ 
3 on 11th and s1ngles on 16th, 19:th, 20th. 23rd and 24th April; 2 on 2nd May. 
In autumn 1 on 16th and 20th Septem.her. 

MARSH HARRIER Circus aeruginosus BUGHADAM AHMAR 
1 on 28th February, 2 un 1st and 4 on 4th March: .then on 20 days from 12th 
March •to 14th April. Heavy passa.ge on 18th Man::h (59 logged), otherwise single 
figur.es and occasionally up to 10. Singles, on 19th and 23th Alpril, 3rd and 5•th 
May. In autumn 2 on 13th, 1 on 14th-16th, 12 on 19th, 1 on 23rd, ci o:n 25th and 4 
on 30th September and 4 on 3rd October. 

BUG HAD AM 'HARiRIER 8P.' CiTCUS sp. 
2 on 23rd and 1 on 25th March; 10 on lst, 5 on 2J1d, 4 on 3rd and .singl-es on 6th, 
8-t.h. 11th, 15th, 24th and 29rth April. Singles on 2nd (white) and 26th September 
and 20th OctDber. 

BIES PEREGRINE Falco peregrinus 
Usual pair resident along south western coas't of Gozo. Also singles over Ghadira 
on 16th January, over Lunzjata on 20th F.ebruary. at Mtahleb on 18th March 
(female), at Hal Far on 4th May, at Munxar (Malta) on 16th August (imma
ture), at Mal Far on 27th-29th October and at Dingli on 28th November. 

HOHBY Falco subbuteo SEQER TAL-HANNIEQA 
7 on 5th, then 1-2 on 14 dwtes from 10th A-pril to 24th May. Singles on 8th and 
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12th June, 26·th aJ.ld 29,th July. Autumn pass-age from 2·6th August to 19th 
October, with 52 on 14th, 28 on 23rd, 76 on 26th and 33 on 30th September, and 
20 on 8-th October; otherwise Jow single f·igures on 17 days. 

ELEONORA'S FALCOiN Falco eleonorae BIES TAR-REGINA 
Singles on 4th and 27th Ma.y; 6th anct 7th July; 2 on 3rd and 1 on 6th August. 
S'mgles. on 2nd, 5th, 19th, 21st. 25th, 2&th and 30rth September and 1st October. 

MERLIN Falco columbarius SEQER TA' DENBU 
1 at Buskett on 16th September and 1 taken [l)t Fawwara in November. 

LESSER KESTREL Falco naumanni SPANJULETT SEKOND 
Very low single figures on 12 days from 4th March to 11th -April with 5 on 1st 
ArprU highest. Singles• on lOth .May and 12th June_ In autumn 2 on 14th, 6 on 
20th, 1 on 21s,t, 5 on ·24th, 2 on 25th-26th and 4 on 30rth September; 1 on 3rd and 
8 on 8th ODtober. 

KESTREL Falco tinnunculus SPANJULETT 
1 <m 2nd January, 3 on 13th and 1 on 14th February. Almost daily from 3rd 
March to 15th MaY', with heavy rpas.sages on 18th March (77 counted) and 1st 
April (90). Other ·good days were 2nd and 11th April with 35 and 3'2 r·espectively, 
otherwi.s'e single or very low doubl-e figures. 1 on 3rd June. A pair with three 
j'uNeniles 3!t Dwejra, Gozo and: 1 at Mosta on 23rd July, 1 on 16th and 2 on 27th 
August. In autumn occasio.nal fro:m 2nd, then almos•t daily from 13th September 
to 5th November. Best day was 8th October wHh 81 logged, otherwis•e much in 
same numbers as tn srpring. Singl-es on 3rd, 8th and 23rd December. 

QUAIL Coturnix coturnix SUMMIENA 
Single figures (maximum 6 on 3 days) on most ctays from 26th February to 13th 
May, 1 on 14th and 31s:t JuJy. Autumn passage inconspicuous \Vith 1 on &th and 
10+ on 22nd-23rd September; 2 on 1st and singles on 15th. 20th, 21st, 212nd and 
24th Oc.tober. 1 on 1'8th and 19th Nov,ember. 

CRANE Grus grus GRAWWA 
4 .moving N.W. over Mgarr on 23rd Jamuary. 1 on 5th September, 6 on 2nd, 3 on 
15th, 2 on 16th, 1 on 21st and 4 on 29th October. 1 seen at 3 diff-erent .points on 
1st November could have been the same individual. 

WATER RAIL Rallus aquaticus GALLOZZ TAX-XITWA 
1 wt Lunzjata throughout January anct till 6th February. 1 on 19th March. 1-2 
on 6 dates from 21st October to 19th November. then 1 again at Lunzjata 
throughout ~ember. 

SPOTTED CiRAKE Porzana porzana GALLOZZ TAT-TIKKI 
1-2 on 1st, 5th, 21st, 22nd and r26th March; 15th April; 5-th and 12•th MaY. In 
autumn 1 on 14th August. 1 on 8th September, 1 on Hth and 3 on l&th October. 
all at Salina 

LTI'TLE CRAKE Porzana porzana GALLOZZ zGHIR 
1 at Siggiewi on 27th F'ebruary_ 

CORN CRAKE Cre.T crcT GALLOZZ AHMAR 
1 at Ramla Valley on 7th May. 
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MOORHEN' GallinulCI chloropus GALLOZZ ISWE:J) 
Singles on 6 dates from 7-th to 29th March a;nd on l£th and 29th April, then 
on most days from nth to 26th May, highes:t 7 at Sal!:-:a on 17th. In autumn 
1 on 7•th and 17th, •then on 15 dates from 25th August to 13:th November; singles 
on ,most days but 3 on 2nd and! 5 on 21s•t October. 1 on 30:th NoYember and 1st 
December. 

COOT Fulica atra TIGIEGA TAL-BAHAR 
1 at Salina on 21st November and 1 at M'Xlokk on 29·th December. 

LITTLE BUSTARD Otis tetrax PITARRA 
1 shot at M'Scala on 4th December. 

OYSTERCATCHER Haematopus ostmlegus GALLINA TAL-BA!IAR 
1 at Selmun on 6th April. 

RINGED PLOVER ChCimdrius hiaticulCI MONAKELLA PRIMA 
1 on 16th and 3 on 26th March were early birds. 1-3 on most days at Ghadlra 
from ·21st April to 11th May. 1 on 8th July rund 1 on 12th August. then 3 on 11th. 
2 on 13·th and 1 on 14th and 24th September. 

LITTLE RINGED PLOVER Chriradrius dubius MONAKELLA 
On most days at Ghadlra and 'Salina 'from 11th ·March to 30th April, highest 
11-13 on 1st-3rd April otherwise single ;figures. Singles on 7th, 8rth and 15th 
May. 1 on 25th June and :22nd July, 1-2 on 4 days from 29th July to 7th August, 
then 1-5 on 14 days from ls·t September •to 5th November. 

KENTISH PLOVER Charadrius alexandrinus 

1 at M'Xlokk on 12th August. 

MONAKELLA SAQAJHA 
SU:WED 

GREATER SAND PLOVER CharadriJ[s leschenaultii BIRWINA TAD-DEZERT 
1 st.ot at Delimara on 5th August. Ost record for Malta). 

DOTTEiREL Eudromias morinellus BIRWIN.A 
1 on 6th January. 1 on 20th August and flock of 30 on 2nd Sept·ember; then 
singl·e or very low double figures on 15 days from 25th September :to 5th Nov
emlber, highest 15 on 15th and, 16 on 20th October. 1 on 2nd and 3rd December 

GOLDEN PLOVER Pluvialis aprimria PLUVIERA 
Pas8ages on 14th-16th January with ca. 25 on each day. 2 at Hal Far on 24th-
26th March. 1-3 on 4 days' from 30th September to l&th October, ·then on 7 days 
in November and 8 days in December. Double figures on 7 days, highest 40+ on 
21st November. 

GREY PLOVER Pluvialis squatarola PLUVIERA PASTARDA 
Sing1es at Babar ic-cagbaq on 16th and at Delimara on 20th August. and at 
M'Xlokk on 30th December. 

LA.PiWING Vanell11s vanellus VENBWWA 
Singles on 2nd January and 16>th MarciL Single figures on 6 days from 23rd 
Ocrtober to 5th November; then double figures on 8 days from 1Hh November. 
highest 36 on 24-th December. 
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TURNSTONE ArenariCI interpres MONAKELLA IMPERJALI 
1 at Delimara on 22nct May, I at. Bahar iC-caghaq on 31st July, 2 at M'Scala 
on 28th Augus.t and 1 at M'Xlokk on 5th September. 

LITTLE: STINT Calidris minutCI TERTUXA 
1 on 25·th March ·then on most day.s at Ghadira and Salina from 8th April to 
21st May, highest 30 en 11th l\.1ay, In aubumn on 12 days from 25th July to 26th 
September, highest 20 on first da·te. 1 a;t Ghadira on 13th-22nd October. 

TEMMINC!K'S STINT Calidris temminckit TERTUXA GiRIZA 
Single birds on 5th, 6th, 8th and lOth May; 2nd and 27th September. 

DUNLIN Calidris alpinCI BEGGAZZINA TAT-TIZZ 
1 OL 13th and 2 on 17rth April Singles Oil 28-th July; 11th, 18th, 19th, 20•th and 
26th August; 13th. 21st and 2&th September; and 30th October. 

GURLE\V SANDiPIPER Calidris jerru.ginea BEJGGAZZINA HAMRA 
Early bird on 31st March. 2-4 on mDs·t days. wt Ghadira/Salina from 8th to 17th 
May. 2 on 7th June, 1 on 28•';h August, 3 on l·Oth September and 1 on 13th 
October. 

KNOT Calidris canutus GIRWIEL TA' SAQAJH QOSRA 
1 a"c. Salina on 17th September. 

SANDERLING Calidris alba PISPISELLA BAJDA 
4 taken at M'Scala in May. 1 at Ghad~ra on 11th October. 

RUFF Philomachus pugna.:r GIRWIEL 
Single figures fhighe&t 9) on 17 days from 6th March to Mh May; mo&t bet
We€n 1!5th and !26th March, 8th and 1·6th A!pril, 1st and 5th May, In autumn on 
13 days from 16·th August >to 2nd Ooto:~er. Highest 2'5 on 3rd and 10 on 5th 
September, otherwise iow single figur,es. 

SPOTTEID REDSHANK TringCI er:vthropus CUVE'TT 
Single birds' at Sa1ina on 7th April, 1st June, 8th and 17'th S>eptember. 

REDSH,!\NK TringCI totanus PLUVEROTT 
1-3 on 21st ana: 24th March; 2nd, 6·th and 17th Apr11; 1st and 2nd May. 1. on 19•th 
June; 1 on 5:th, 2 on 8th, 4 nn 16th and 12 on 22nd July. 1 on 6th, 11th and 12-th 
and 2 on 25th August. Singles on 8th, lOth and 1Mb Oc•tober. 

MARSH SANDPIPER Tringa stagnatilis cEWcEWiW A ZG!IIRA 
Recorded in spring only: on 12th and 25th !March; lst, 6th, 1'6th, 19th, 21st, 
22nd and 23rd April. 3 on 19th Apiil, otherwise sJngles. All records from Salina 
and Ghadira. 

GREEN SHANK Tringa nebularia CEWcEJWW A 
2 on 25.th and 1 on 26th March; 1 on 1st, 3rd and lS•th and 2 on 23rd April. 1 on 
1st, 2nd and 13th May. Singles on 8th, 16th and• 30tl1 July; 6th, 12th aJ1d 25·th 
Augus•t; 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 15th Se:ptember; and 15th October, 

GREEN SANDPT!PER Tringa ochrop11s SWEJDA 
On most days from 14th to 191th March and 27th March ·to 4th Aprll. 9 on 15th. 
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otherwise 1-3. 1 on 13th and 2 on 23rd April. 2 on 25·th June; 1 on 16-tll July; 3 
on 12th and singles on 15UJ, 20th, 22nd, 2!Yth and 26th August. 2Q1d and lOtlJ 
September. 

WOOD SANDPIPER Tringa glareola PESIPUS TAL-BAHAR 
S'ng!e ,figures on moot days from 25th March to 13th May, highes1t 8 on 30th 
April. In autumn 1-4 on 3 days in July from 8th. :; days· in August and 'l days 
in September to 14th. 2 on 15th October. 

COMMON SANDP.IiPER Tringa hypoleucos BEGGAZZINA TAR- ROKKA 
2 on 5th F·ebruary, 1 on 1·5th and 20·th March, 6 on ls-t and 1 on 11th May. 
Single figures (maximum 7 J on most days from 8th July to 19th Septemb-er. 1 
on 9th and 21st Oc·tober, and 2 on 5th November. 

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT Limosa Umosa GitRIWIEL PRIM 
Singles at M'Scala on 21st and• 28th January. 2 at Salina on 5th and '1 at Marsa 
on 14th February. 1 on 5th and 22nd Mareh at Sali>na. 

BAR-TAILED GODWIT Limosa Zapponica GIRVliEL TA' DENBU BL- IBTRIXXI 
1 at M'Scala on 9th September. 

CURLElW Numenius arquata GURLIN 
1 at Mgarr on 11th April, 3 at Salina on 15th July. 2 at Qrejten on 19th August 
and 1 at :Mal Far on 17th October. 

WIDMB-REL Numenius phaeopus GURLIN ZGIDR 
1 at DeJ.imara on 13th AprU, 2 at Salina on 22nd July, 1 at M'Sca1a on 28th 
August and 1 at Qajj-enza on 4th September. 

WOODCOCK Scolopax n1sticola GAJ~LINA 
1 on 1st and 3 on 9·th January. Single fig:ures on most days from 2-0th Oe-tober 
to lOth November. highest 8 on first date. 

SNIIPE Gallinag0 qallinago BEKKAcc 
1 on 6th-10th February. 1-3 on 11 days· from 5th March •to 17th April. Stngles en 
2nd and 30th July, 12th August. 4th S•eptember and 9·th October. then on 3 days 
fro!Cl 25•th October to 2.6-th November. highest 7 on lst. 

GREAT SNIPE Gallinago media BEKKACC TA' MEJJU 
Singles at Ta' Qa'li on 22nd and a-t Wied il-liuq on 27th March and at Salina on 
15th April. 

JACK SNIPE Lymnocryptes mmuna ciNKONJA 
Singles on 26th and 30th March; 13th, 23rd. 2&th and 29th October: 7-th. 8th 
and lOth November. 2 on last da:te. 

BLACK-WINGED STILT Himantopu8 himantopus FRAS-SERVJENT 
Recorded only at Salina in .spring: 1 on 11 tll March; 3 on 3rd. 1 on 5·th and flock 
of 25 on 6th A'Pril; 1 on 4th and l&th May. 1 at Camino on 20th June; J. at Salina 
on 4-th. 1 at Luqa on 7th and 1 at Delimara on 23rd July. 8 at M'Scala on 28th 
August. 
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AVOCET Recurvirostra avosetta XIFA 
Singles at M'Sca!a on 4th and at Salina on 5th May; at Salina on 11th and at 
Delimara on 12th August; and at Salina on 27·th October. 

STONE ClURLElW Burhinus oedicnemus TELLERITA 
1 on 2Dth Fiebruary then 1-3 on 4th and 17-th March; 2nd, 8th, 9th, 15th, 16th, 
19th and 36th April; 3rd a.nd 30th May. I•n autumn recorded on 23rd, 2!fth and 
30th September; 21st. •26th and 27th October. and 5-th November. 2 on 30th Sep
tember, otherwise &ingles. 

CREAM-COLOURED COURIS'EJR Cursorius cursor NANIKINA 
Small influx in early spring: 6 reeorded on daJtes between 20th and 26th Feb
ruary, and singl€s, at Qadi on 1st, 3lt zebbug (Gozo) on 3rd and at Mell!eha on 
5th March, and at 1-Ahrax on 5th Aprtl. 

PRATINCOLE Glareola pratincola PERNicJOTTA 
2 at Ta' QaJi on 25th March, 1 a.t Hal Far on 20th April, 2 at Ta' Qali on 6th May 
and 1 at Tal-Mandaq on 2nd September. 

GREAT SKUA Stercorarius skua ciElFA KBIRA 
1 off Filfla on 26th March and 1 caJUght off Grand! Harbour ln Noveunber. 

ARCTIC SKUA Stercorarills parasiticus ciEFA TAL-ARTIKU 
1 off M'Xlokk on 19th June. 

LONG-TAILED SKUA Stercorarius longicaudatusciE!FA TA' DENBHA TWIL 
1 at sea off M'Xlokk on 30th Sepbem]}er. 

ME!DITERRANEAN GULL Larus melanocephalus GAWIWIJA RASHA SEWDA 
Only occasionally s·een in January. Up to 100 were p!'es,ent in Grandi Harbour on 
1:1th February and1 about 1{) -till the •end of the mon.th. 1 on 15th March. Not r€
corded in November and December. but coverage of harbours was very poor at 
this time. 

LITTLE GULL Larus minutu8 GAWiWIJA ZGHIRA 
Singles a.t Delimara on 6th January, Ghadira on 12th F'ebruary, M'Xlokk on 14th 
and 83Jlina on 21st April and Msida on 18th November. 

BLACK-HEADElD GULL Larus ridibundus GAWlWIJA RASHA 

KANNELLA 
Dou]:}le figures in January increastng tD ea.400 from 21st. Large influx on 13th 
Februa.ry with ca. 2~DO, then up to 600 till end of month. Low singl-e :figures in 
March to 18th. Up to 70 from 1st iDecember. but hardly any· on fine days. 

SLENDER-BILLED GULL Larus genei 
1 at Salina on 20th October 

GAW!WIJA TA' GEIDDUMHA RQIQ 

LEJSJSER BLACK-BAC!K:ED GULL Larus fu:;cus GAIWWIJA DAHRHA ISWED 
5 or. 13th and 1 on 2&th F'ebruary in Gra•nd Harbour. 1 at Sllema on HHh March 
and 1 at Ghadira on 11th October. 
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HER•RIN:G GULL Larus argentatus GAW!WIJA PRIMA 
Present and breeding in usual numbers. 

BLACK TERN Chlidonias niger ciRLE:WWA SEWDA 
1 at Salina on 12th May, 2 on 25th July; 1 on lOth, 2 on 19th, 6 on 25th and 2 on 
27th August; singles on 1st, 2nd and 5th September; most fr0ill1 Salina area. 
Late bird at Msida on 4th October. 

WHITE--'\VINGED BLACK 
TERN 

Chlidonias lencopterus ciRLEWiW A TAL-GEJWNAH 
ABJAD 

1 at Delimara on nth May. 

WHISKEIREiD TERN Chlidonias hybrida 6IRLEW1WA BIL--MUSTAcci 
I at M'Scala on iith June, 2 at Salina on 2nd July and 1 at DelimaTa on 1.flth 
September. 

GULL-BILLED TERN Gelochelidon nilotica ciRLffi\V!W A GEiDiDUMHA OHXON 
Singles at Salina on 9th April; at Delimara on 3rd and Qajjenza on 4th May. 3 
at Salina on 15th May. 2 over Ghadira on 13th October. 

CASPIAN TERN Hydroprogne tschegrava ciRLEWiWA PRIMA 
2 at Salina on 7oth September. 

SAND'\VICH TElRiN Sterna sandvicensis ciRLE'WiW A TAX:-XIT!W A 
2 at Delimara on 20th A-pril, 2 at Bahar ic-caghaq 01!1 2nh August and 10 at 
Salina o.n 29th October. 

WOOD J?IGEON Columba palumbu5 TUDUN 
Singles on 3rd March, Z1s1t Arrri.'l, 27th June and 28th September. SmaU influx in 
late October and early November with 2 on .21st, 1 on 25-th, 1 on 26th, 2i on 2.7th, 
1 on 28th and 1 on 29th oc.tober; 2 on 1st, 3 on 2nd and 1 on 5th Nov.ember. 

STOCIK DOVE Columba oenas TUiDUN TA&-SIGAR 
Singles at Ramla Valley on 22nd and at lTal Far on 23th October. 

ROCK DOVE Columba Iivia TUDUN TAL-GEBEL 
Few sti.ll pres.ent along rocky s·ea cliffs. 

PALM DOVE Streptopelia senegalensis GAMIEMA TAL-ILWIEN 
1 shot a.t Mgarr in late Sept,ember and 1 at M'Xlokk in the latter half of October 
Singles at Victoria and San Lawrenz on 15th Oc·tober. · 

TURTLE DOVE Streptopelia turtur GAMIEMA 
Single figures on most days from 25th March, then daily from 14th April to 27th 
May with treble figures on 10 days, highest 750+ on 17·th and 19th Arrril. Excep.t 
for a few days, only single ftgur,es after 11th May. Stragglers on s,everal dates 
in June, July and: August. Autumn passage from 26th August ,to 2m.d October. 
Large passage on 2nd Sepbember with ca.2000 in 4 locaHties' and high double 
figures on 7 other days. Late birds on 7th, 12th and 15·th October. 

CUCKOO Cuculus canorus DAQQUQA KAHLA 
Spring passage from 12th March to 25,th May, with most in ApriJ. Good rrassages 
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on Hth and 16th April with 50 and 56 re.s•pectively, otherwls€ only .single figures. 
1 on 3rd June. In autmnn 1 on 4th, 5th and 9th and 1:< on 24th July; 1 on 2nd, 5th 
and 13th August; singles on 2nd, 3rd, Uth, 14th, 27th and 28-th September, and 2 
on 8th Octot>er. 

GREAT SPOT'I':SD OUOKOO Clamator glandari1Ls SULTAN IL--GAMIEM TAT
TOPPIU 

Singles at Naxxar and San Gwann on 17th hpril and at Faqqanija on 7th June. 

BARN OWL Tyto alba BARBAGANN 
Singles recorded from seven lOi:aHti.es in aH seasons. 

LONG-EAREID OIWL Asia otus QATTUS 
Unusual bil:'dcs <m 19th Apri,; and 2nd May. Only one ·in autumn: 011 2nd Octob€r. 

SHORT-I'lARElD OWL Asia jlammeus KOllliA TAX-XAGHRI 
Singles on 2'8th February; 12th, 19th and clOth March, 3 on 7th and 1 on 9th and 
12th Apl'il. In autumn 1 on 18-th and 3 on 25th Oc-tober and 1 on 5th November, 
at Hal Far. 

SCOPS OWL Otus scops KOKKA 
Spring passage V·ery thin, wi,th 1-2 recorded on 10 days from 3th March to 9th 
May. Autumn passage from 24th September to 26th October, with 6 on 2nd and 
11 on 7th Mghe!>t. 

NIGHTJAR Caprimulgus europaeus BUQRAJQ 
Spr;ng rrassage from 23rd March to 23th May, with low single figures logged on 
9 days. In autumn 1 on "8th, then o.n most days from 2&th September to 1st Nov
ember with :most at the end of September, highest 20+ at Buskellt on 29th. 

PALLID SWIFT Apus pallidus RT.JNiDUiN KANNELLI 
The only birds positively identified were 1 at Mgarr on l&th March, .2 a·t Xle11di 
on 22nd July and 2 at Dingli Cliffs on 19th Augus't. 

SWIFT Apus apus RUNDUN 
~1\Jmost {:ontinuous pass•age from 17th March to 24th September with apparent 
break betw-een 211s<t June and 2nd July. Double or low treble figures on most 
days, but -ca.3130 counted on 26th August. Late birds on llth (2) and Uth OctDber. 

ALPINE SWIFT Apus meloa RUN!DtJN TA' zAQQU BAJDA 
1 on 17'th, 27 on 25th. 2 on 2&th and 3 on 31st March; 6 on 13th and' 1 on 30th 
May. In autumn singles on 5 dat€s in September from 14th, 3 on 8th and 1 on 
13th Ooto!J.er. 

KINGFISHER Alcedo atthis GHASFUR TA' SAN MARTIN 
Ma"n rra.ssage in August with 1-2. in several locali·ties on most days from 6th t:O 
23rd. Singles on 2nd. 4th and lOth September. 18th and 21s't October. 

BEE-EA'I'ER Merops apiaster QERD IN-NAMAL 
Spring passage from 22nd AprH to 11th June, mainly end-April to mid-May. 
Highest 65 on 23rd April; 1'5 on 8th, 32 on 13th and 15 on 2£th May, otherwise 
single figure1;. Small passage in September with 25 on 7th, 6 on 9'th and 2.0 on 
13th 
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ROLLER Coracias garrulus FARRUG 
Sing}e figures on most clays from 17th Aprll to 12th May, highest 5 on 22ncl 
Aprjl, 1 on 3rd and 2 on 8th September. 

HOOiPOE Upupa epops DAQQUQA TAT-TOPPU 
Very good spring pas•sage wHh birds recorded almost every day from 26th Feb
ruary to 17th April; double frgur·es (maximum 35) on 18th-19th and 26·th March; 
9th and 16th ApriL Singles on 3rd-5th, 13th and 22nd May. Exceptionally Iat·e 
bird on nth June. Au•tumn passage from 31st July to 26th September, mainly 
mid-August to mid-September. Only single figures. Late bird on 17th Oetober. 

WRYNECK Jynx torquilla BULillirJ3IET 
Singles at Buskett and Mtahleb on Ls·t-:lrd January, Single figuJ'1es on most days 
{rom 18th March to 20th April. Autumn pas.sage from 3rd September to 25th 
November with most in late September and' October. Singl-es on 16•tl1, 18th and 
23rd December. 

HOOPOEl LARK Alaemon alaudipes ALWETTA BUMU!NQAR 
3 singles were seen shot: 1 at Maghtab at the end of April, 1 on 28th May, and 
1 at Tal-Garcia on 29th August. 

SHORT-TOED LARK Calandrei'la cinerea BILBLA 
First arrivals on lOth March, but most fmm 24th with passag1e all through 
ApriL As usual very common as a breeding bird in open couiTitry. Autumn passage 
from 15th August. Last seen on 20th September. 

CALANDRA LARK M elanocorypha calandra KALA..~DRA 

1 at Dellmara on 5th and &th March. 

WOOD LAiR!K Lullula arborea CU(~LAJTA 
3 on 30th January, 1 on 1.2th and 2 on 21st October; 2 on 7'th and 1 on 24th 
November. 

SKY LARK ALmtda arrensis ALWEri'A 
Only occasionally recorded till mid-March, then small passag•e from 17th -to• 2Bth 
March, with 82 on 19th highest. Exceptionally late birdi at Hal Far on 30th ApriL 
Autumn passage from 29·th September with hea.vy influxes from 1<5-th to 28th 
October (500-700 )on most -ctay'S. Only a few after mid~NovemlJ.er. 

SAND MARTIN Riparia riparia HAJWWIEFA TAX-XTUT 
1 on 27th January, 1 on 20th and 3 on 23rd, 26th and 27th February. 1 on 18th 
March, then not se·en -till 1st April, but most from 22nd .&pril 'to 21s-t May. 
Maximum was only 155 on 19th May. :5 on 2nd and 10 on 6th June. Singles• on 
7th and 18th Augus•t, then on most days i.n September. Less• regular in Octob-er 
to 28th. Much in same numbers as in s·pring with maximum of 100< on 28th Sep
tember. 

SWALLOW Hiruno~o rustica HUTTAF'A 
1 on 8th and 3 on 27th February. Occasional from 4th, then on most days, from 
17th March to 21st May. Highe.st 1000+ on 13th-Hth April; medium tJ'1eble figures 
on mamy days. 20+ on Bth June and singles on 24th and i25th July, In autumn 
occasional from 20th August then a:lmost naily fro.m 2nd September to 29th 
October and less regular till 18th November. Maximum 2,100 on 6th October. 
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RED-RUMPEID SWALLOW Hirundo daurica REGINA TAL-HUTTAF 
1 at Ramla Valley on 3rd and 1 at Lunzjata on 5th A•pril. 2! a.t Ramla Valley on 
7th May. 1 there on 3Hth September. 

HOUSE MA!RTIN Delichon urbica HAIW1WIEFA 
Singles on 19th and 27th February, then from 3rd March .to 21st May with most 
in mid-April and early May, highest 1000+ on 13th-14th April. Late small influx 
in June with a few on most days from 1st to 12lth. Autumn .pas.sage, from 7th 
Septemb-er to Hth No'.'ember, was as usual much thinner with sev·eral days with
out any records. Maximum was 180 on 14th October. 2 were at Lunzjata on 30th-
31st December. 

TAIWINY PIPIT Anthus campestris B:JlLBLUN 
1 on 13th, then on most days from 24th March to 7th May, highest 35 on 3rd and 
20+ on 14th ApriL Autumn passage from 28.th August to 30th Se.p-t•ember an-d 
from lOth to 24·th October, highest 14 on 13th September and 15 on 15th October. 

T'REE .PllPIT Anthus trivialis DIZZ 
Occas·ional from 11-th, then on most days from 18th March to 30th April. Few 
s'ingles til1 12th May. Most from 25th March to 9th April, with 120 on 26th March 
highest. Autumn passage from /26th August to 25th October; double figures on 
11 days, highest 48 on 3rd September. 

MEADOW PiiPIT Antlws pratensis PESPUS 
Common January - early Aprhl with high double figures in suitable localities. 
Heavy r·etu-rn passage on 26th Man:h with 600+ counted coming tn at Mal Far. 
Last s1e€n on 16th· April. First in autumn on 13th October; then common from 
17h till Y'ear end. 

RED-THROATED PJ.iPIT Anthus cervinus DIZZ AHMAR 
Unvsual bird on 3rd January. Spring passage from ls-t to 16th AJpril, highest 30+ 
at Hal Far on 8th. Up 'to 10 were at Marsa on 17-th May, 6 on 19th September, 
then small numbers from 12th October to 11th November, highest 7 a·t Hal Far 
on 29th. 2 on 25th November. 

ROCK PlPIT iwA"ff:P- f,p ,r Anthus spinoletta DIZZ TAL-ILMA 
Si.ngles at Hai Far on 25th October and at Salina on 18th Deoember. 

YELLOW :WAIGTAIL Motacilla jlava ISFAR 
On most days• from 5th March to 2Sth May, with dvuble fi.gures !'egularly In 
suitable localities. Singles' at Chadwick Lakes on 4th and 15th June. Few from 
f2th, then aLmost daily from 24th August to 22·nd October. highest 200+ at Hal 
Far on 2nd September. 2 on 1st ND'V'ember. 

GREY !WAGTAIL Motacilla cinerea ZA!KAK TAD"DELL 
Single fi-gures in most loca-lities throughout January, February and March to 
21st. but up to 10 at Lunzjata on several days in January. First in autumn on 
14th September, then daily from llith till year end. Double figures in October 
wJ,th 20 at Lunzjata on 14th highest. 

WiHrrE 1WAGTAIL Motacilla alba ZAKAK M3JAD 
During January~March only single figures in any one locality, but as u·sual all 
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birc's wintering here roosted in Great Siege Square, Va·lletta. Last in spring on 
6th April. Occasional from 30th Sept·ember •then in same numbers as before 
from 12th October onwards but doubloe figures frequent from mid-Oetober to mid
November. 

RED-BACKED SHRIKE Lanius collurio KACcAMENDULA HAMRA 
Single females near M'Xlokk on 20th and at Ghadira on 24th May. A ;pair was 
seen at iBuskett in lOth June: the male was singing and waS; sreen chas.iTJg the 
female twice; when the observers left cover ·the male also kept up ::. continuous 
alarm. This suggested breeding; however neither bird was• s·een on subsequent 
visits to the area. A juvenile was 10•een there on 17th July. In autumn recDTded on 
8th, lGth, 14th, 16th, 19th, t20th and 28th September; 7th (2), 19th, 21st and 22nd 
(2) October. All were birds of the y.ear. l was at Lunzjata from 9th December 
onwards. 

WOODCHAT SHRIKE Lanius senator KACCAMENDULA 
Spring passage from 2nd April .to 24th May with morst from 22nd April to 13th 
May. Single figures, highest 6 on 2 days. Single adults at M'Xlokk on 4th and 
Buskett Dn 30th June, and juveniles at Buskett on 23rd and 30th July. 1-3 almost 
daily in August from 13th, Influx in early September with 9< at Mtahlelb on .2nd 
and 7 at Bus,kett on :lrd, then 1-4 on 12 d.ates till 8th Oc·tober. 

LESSER GR~Y SHRIKE Lanius minor KAccAMENDULA GRIZA 
Singles at Pieta' on 26th May, at Hal Far on nth June and at Tal-Garda on 
29th August. 

PENiDULINE TIT Remiz pendulinus PENDULIN 
2 at Lunzjata on 4th November, then at least one there till 9th December. 
lFirst record for Malta). 

WALL CREEPER Tichodroma muraria DAQQUQA TAL-GEBEL 
1 at Sannat on 26th November. (2nd recard for Malta.) 

\VREN Troglodytes troglodytes BUMISTUR 
1-2 at Buskett till 23rd January and at Gir,genti till lOth February. 1 at Buskett 
on 11th and 25th November and 16th December; 2 at Mtahleb on 12th November 
anc. rut least one till l'Sth: i2 at Wied znuber on 17th December. 

ALPINE ACCENTOR Prunella collaris ZIEMEL TAL-ALPI 
1 at Mtahleb on 1st November 

DUNNOCK Prunella modularis z:LEM:~<:L 
Low double figures (up to 30 at Busk·ettl in most areas till 12th March. Very 
early bir-d on 30th September, then from 14th October reaching dnuble flgures 
at the end of the month. 

CETTI'S ·WARBLER rCettia cetti BAGHAL TAL-GHOLLIEQ 
Present in usuM places all the y·ear round. Single 1nales at Mtahleb from 28th 
August onwards and a•t Chadwick Lakes from 29th August to 29th September. 

GRASSHOPPER WARBLER Locustella naevia BAJGHAL T.Al.rDURATI 
1 trapped and ringed at Ramla Valley on 1st October. 12nd record for Maltal 
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MOUSTACHElD WARBLER Lusciniola melanopogon BAGHAL QASTNl 
Singles at Salina on 25th and at Ghadira on 29th Octob·er. 1-3 a;t Lunzjata from 
2nd November to Gth Dec·ember (3 ringed and retrapped several times during 
l;.his ;period). 1 at Salina on 1'3•th December. 

S~DGE WA·RIHLiSR Acrocephalus schonwbaenus BliJGHAL TAS-SIMAR 
Sprmg passage rather small: single figur.es frDm 27th March to 9th hp;ril, then 
only -occasional till 13th May when. passage was renewed till 27th. Highes't were 
5 on 1st April and 26th May. Noteworthy were 3 on Filfia on 27th May. Single 
late birds on 3rd, 4th, 7•th and 10th June. In autumn singie fl.gur·es on 8· days in 
September from 8th to 29th, then 2 on 25th Octoher, 1st and 2nd Novemher. 

MARSH WARIBLER Acrocephalus palustris BAJGHAL TAL- GMADAJJAR 
An adult bird was •trapped and ringed at Buskett on 30th August. (2nd record 
for Malta). 

R~ED WARBLER Acrocephalus scirpace'US BA!GHAL TAL--QASAB 
As usual only a fe-w records in spring: 1 at Buskett on 7th April; singles, at Hal 
Far on 19th and 20·th, and at Girgenti on 25th May. 1 on 3•0th July, then on 
.most days from lOth August to 1st October with mos,t from late Augus·t to late 
September. Highest 10 at BuskeH/Mtahleb on 7th September. Singles on 17th 
and ~nst October and 11th November. 

GREAT RE~D Wi\RBLER Acrocephal1ls arundinaceus BAGMAL PRIM 
1-5 on 4 days from 3rd to 9\h April, then c-n most days from 21s1t April to '3·th 
Ma:y. 1 on 21st May and 2 on 1st June .. 1-2 on 17th, 24th anclJ 28th Aulgust, <then 
daily from 3rd to 29th September with a •gap on llth-Wth. Highest 6 at rWied ll
Luq on 3rd, 17th and 24th. 1 on 6th October. 

ICTERJiNI~ WARBLER Hippolais icterina BEKKAFIK ISFAR 
Singles on ltlth and 30th April then from 5th to 21st May, highest 9 on 8th. In 
autumn recorded on 13th ar:d 26th August; 2nd, 3rd, 5th, 19th, 20th, 2&th, 27th 
and :30th September; 1st, 3rd and 14th October. 3 on 3rd and 19th September, 
Dtherwise singles. 

GARIYEJN WARBLER Sylvia borin BElKKAFIK 
Spring passage from 20th 1\pril to l1st June. Double figures from 6th to 13th 
May, highest 70 on last date, otherwis<: single figur.es. As usual autumn passage 
much heavi-er: daily from 15th August to 29th October with double figuPes from 
late Augusrt to ·early Octob·er. Highest 150 at Buskett/Salina on 24th and SO 
at Hal-Far/F'ergla Valley on 13th September. 

BLACKCAiP Sylvia atricapilla KAiPINERA 
As usual large concentrations in areas with abundant ivy. Up to 60 wel'e at 
Buskett anct Girgenti in January. On 30th the number at Buskett had increased 
to 200 and to 40·0 in ·early March . .Up to 100 were stiH present on 27th but only 
10+ on .29th-31st. 100+ were also counted a•t Bingemma in late :February. In 
A.prU singles on 4th. 9th and 23rd. 1-5 on s.everal days from 2Jst September but 
numbers did not start building up before 2'2ndl Novemlbtr. 50-100 at 'Buskett and 
20-30 at :Mtahleb in. December. 

WHITETHROAT Sylvia communis BEKKAFIK AHMAR 
Spring passage from 18th March <previous earliest date was 27th: to 20·th May. 
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Only one noteabl·e fall: 35-1- at Hal Far on 3rd April, otherwise sing-le flgur€s. 
There were s·everal days without any I'ecords. A female was s-een a·t Bu-s~ett on 
1st June. In autumn sing-les on 24th. 29th and 3oth September and 2 on 1st 
October. 

LESSER WHI'DETHROAT Sylvia curruca BEKKA!FI'K IRl'vHEDI 
Record autumn: 1 at Salina on Sth-lOth September. In October, 1 at BuskBtt on 
1st. 1 at Salina on 1st-2nd,, 1 at Ghadira on 11th. 1 on 14th and :3 on 21st at 
RS)m]a Valley, and 1 at BUc'Ykett on 23th. 

RUiPPELL'S WARBLER Sylvia ruppelli EUFULA TAL~PAVALOR 
A male in breeding plumage was seen at Ta' oiornl on 2'5th March. 

SARDINI.fu"l' W AR·BLER Sylvia melanocephala BUF11.TLA SEWDA 
First seen nest building on 11th March . .F'irst young: out of nest on 16th April; 
some still in nest in early AU!~U!St. UJ) to 2D at Wied znuiber from mid-Dctober 
might have been fo1'ei,gn birds wintering here. 

SUBALPINE WARBLER Sylvia cantillans BUF1l.TLA PAS'SAJRA 
OccaBional from 18th, then presBnt on most days from 24th March to 30th 
April. Mostly single figures but sometimes U'P !o 15. Good falls. on 26th March 
and 16th April with 25 and 40 respectively at Hal .Far. Stragglers on 3rd. 7th. 
12th (pair), 15th and 24th May. 1 on 9th, then few from 20th Ju!Jy increasing 
to 10-15 at Bu.skett by 30th. 50-100 there daily from 7·th August to Sth Septemb€r. 
then single figu11es and occasionally up to 20 till 2nd October. 2 on 14th October. 

SPECTACLED !WARBLER Sylvia conspicillata BUF'ULA HAMRA 
Present in usual numbers. Nest building started in early March. First. young seen 
out of nest on 8th Alpril. 

DARTFORID W ARBlJElR Sylvia undata BUFtJ.LA TAX-XAGHRI 
1 at Hal Far on 17th December. 

WILLOW WARBLER Phylloscopus trochilus VJOLlli PASTARD 
Daily from 18th March to 30th April with double flgures on sevBrai days, highest 
22 on las·t date. Only low single figures h1 May to 2ls·t.. Occasli.onal from 15th. 
then daily from 23rd August to 21st October with gap-s on 6th-9th and 11th-12th 
September. Mostly single or low double ftg·ures. but occaslonaHy up to 40 at Bus
kett. 

CHIFFOHAF'F Phylloscupus collybita VJOLIN TAX-XITWA 
Common and widespread during the flrst three months. As usual the maximum 
was recorded at Lunzjata with up -to 30 in January and 6D from early February; 
only 10-20 :Ln late March. Few straggler;; till 24th &pril. First in autumn on 
2l.s~ Oc•tober. Up to 100 at Xemxija, 5D at Lunzjata and 30 at Buskett front 1st 
November onwards. 

BONELLI'S •WARBLER Phylloscopus bonelli VJOLIN BAJDANI 
A record SI.PTing: 1-2 recorded daily in sev-eral localities fmm 30th March to 15th 
April; highest 6 On 3 localities) on 5th. Then 2 at Ghadira on 25th April; 1 at 
PJ.eta from 2nd to 5th. 1 at Mal Far on 4th and 1 at Ghadira on 6th May_ No 
autumn records. 
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WOO!D WARBLEiR Phylloscopus sibilatrix VJOLIN AHDAR 
Almost daily from 25th March to ,24th May. Doubl€ figures on several days, 
h'cghes.t 33 on 4th May. In autumn 1 on 15th-18th and 29·th August, then low 
single figures: on most days from 2nd to 30·th Sepember, highest 5 at Buske-tt 
on 14th. 1 on 1st. Sth and 11th-13th and! 2 on 21st October. 

GOLDCREST Regulus regulus BUFULA TAL-QAMAR 
5 at Buskett on 1st January. Autumn pas·sage from 21st October, with single 
figt.:res in various localities on most days; highest W+ at Wi·ed znub€r on 25th 
October and at Buskett on 25th November. Smaller numbers in December. See 
also Gold/Firecrest. 

FlR·ECREST - Regulus ignicapillus BlJ':8ULA TAT-TOPPU AHMAR 
Present till 29th March. Up to 15 at Buskett, 7 at Rabat and 6 a·t Girgenti 
throughout 1period. Small.er numbers in other localitie.~. Late bird at Hal Far on 
9th April. From 24th Sept•ember in autumn; Less numerous than usual, highest 
10-1- at Salina on 31st October. Only a few identifled in Dec€mber, but s•e·e under 
Gold/Fir.ecr·est. 

GOLD/FIRECREST Regulus regu"lusjignicapillt<s 
1 at Ghadira on 26th March. 20-1- at Buskett from 21st October and, throughout 
November, dec11eased to 10-J- in December. 1-2 at Lunzjata and Ramla Bay on 
several days in DecBmber. 

Fl\N-TAlLED WARJBLER Cisticola juncidis BAGHAL TAL-IMRElWHA 
3 on 26th July and 1 on 22nd August at Salina.. 1 at Ghadira on 20th September. 

PIElD FLYCATCHER Ficed1lla hypoleuca ZANZARELL ISiWED 
Oeca.siona.l from 27th March, then on most days from '8th April t{)' j,2th May. In
fluxes on 27th and 3Dth April with 24 at Wied znuber/IWardija and- 40 at Ramla 
Valley /Ghadira respectiv-ely; s.ingle or very low doubl•2· figures on other days. 
2 late males at Hal Far on 20th May. In autumn low Sling]€ flgur.es on several 
days from 24th August to 6th October. highest 5 at Lunzjata on 13th September. 
Late bird on 22nd October. 

COLLARED FLYCATCHER Ficedula albicollis ZANZARELL TAL-KULLAR 
A.n unusually poor year with only 4 s.pring records: singles• on 30th March, 1"5th 
&pril, 7th May and 3rd! Jun€. 

RJE::D-IBREASTE[) FLYCATCIHER Fi:cedula parva ZANZARELL TA' SrDRU A!iMAR 
Following last year's good autuann, this year was ano.ther record: 1 at Delimara 
on 16th, 1 at Hal Far on 17th and 2 ·on 24th and 1 on 25th September at Blus
kett. 1 at :Mal Far on 6th-Sth, 3 at 'Salina on !:fth, '1 .at Hal !Far on 1Dth, S at Bus
kett and 1 at Ghadira on 11th and 1 at Hal Far on 21st-25th r2 on 24th) October. 
Four were adult males. 

SPO'ITED FLYCATCHER Muscicapa striata ZANZARELL TAT-TIKKI 
2 on 16th, then daiJy from 22nd April to 21st May, most in .early May. Highest 
50+ on Sth and 13th. 1-2 on 1st-3rd June. 1 at Buskett on 11th June andi 2 newly 
fledged young •ther.e on 9th July. 1 on 29th Augu.st then on most days from 13th 

19 



Sept.:mber to 21st October; low -single figures. but 25+ at Buskett on 19th Sep
tember. 1 on ls<t November. 

WHJNOHAT Saxicola rubetra BUcAQCAQ TAS-SILLA 
Spring passag-e from 2nd April to 21st May; most from .27th to 30th April, highest 
40 at Hal ·Far on 29th. In autumn occasional from 30th August, -then single 
figures on most days from 29th September to 21st October, highest .9 on 30-th 
September. 

STONEJCHAT Saxicola torquata BUCAQCAQ TAX-XITWA 
Single figures in most places in January and February. Slight increase evident 
in early March. Last seen on 24th March. In autumn from 2'9th September, num
bers increasing after mid-October. Up -to 20 on most days in suitable localities. 

WHEATEAR Oenanthe oenanthe KUDA 
Early bird on 27th February. 1-6 on 10th-12th, then from 18th March to 6th May 
with occasional singles till '27th. Highest 100 on 118th March and 150 on 3rd. April 
at Mal Far. Varying numbers on other days, often high double figure.o•. Autumn 
passage from 13th August to 29th October with a peak in September. Double 
figvres on most days, highest 50 at Hal Far on several days. 1 on 5th November. 

BLAOK-EAJRED WHEATEAiR Oenanthe hispanica K!UDA DUMINIKANA 
Smail spring passage from 18th March to 28th May with most in early Apri1, 
highest 6 on 5th. Singles on 6th, 17th and 24th Septe.mber. 

ISABELLINE WBEATEAR 
1 at Hal Far on 2nd A(prH. 

Oenanthe isabellina KliDA IZABELLINA 

RUFOUS BUSH CHAT Cercotrichas galadotes ROZINJOL TAX-XAGHHI 
1-2 pr-es.ent for .s:everal uays at Wardija druring mid-May. 1 caught at Bir-Zebbugia 
at the end of May. 

ROCK THRUSH Monticola saxatilis GANiBUBLU 
Spring passage from 23rd March to 18th April with single figures on 9 days. 
Highest 5 on 8th April. Singl-es on 15th September and 7th October were the 

only autumn records. 

BLUE ROCK THRUSH Monticola solitarius MERILL 
First young seen out of nest in 13th May. High concentration along the Xlendi
Sarrafiu cliffs where 15 males were counted in August. 

BLACK REDSTART Phoenicurus ochruros KUDIROSS ISWED 
Sing}e figures in rocky areas till 20th March. Slight increas-e -evident in March. 
First in autumn on 14th October. but most from early November. Highest 15 at 
MtEhleb on &th November. Only low single figures in December. 

REIDSTART Plwenicurus phoenicurus K!UDIROSS 
Early birds on 11th and 14th f2) March then on most days from .25th March to 
21st May. Only single figures and occasionally up to 10. Autumn passage from 
30th Augus-t to 5th November with double ftgures on most days from 24th Sep
tember to 7th October, highest 50 on 2 days. 
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ROBliN Erithacus rubecula PITIRROSS 
Large numrters till mid"March with 200-300 at Buskett decreasing to 8D-120 in late 
January. Small inilux·es in several localities in March. Few strtlggler.s: till 14th 
May. 1-2 stayed at Busk-ett throughout summer. First migrants from 3rd Se]r 
tember reaching double ·figures at Buskett on 27th. Several large falls from 15th 
October \vith high double figures in mos·t areas. Hl0-300 at Bu:skett. till year end. 

NJ;QIHTINGAJ~E Luscinia megarhynchos ROZINJOL 
Spring pas·ag·e from 13th March to 8th May with double figures frum late March 
to late April, highest 30 at Buskett on 4th and at Hal Far on 16th April. 1 at 
Buskett from 30th July then up to 10 ther-e from 15th Augus-t. Recordert in most 
localities from early September. Large fall on 17th September with 150+ at 
Buskett. then in slow1y decreasing numbers with only singl-e figures from early 
October and tm 28th. 

BLUETHIROAT Luscinia srecica KUDIROSS BLU 
Single males at Lo.mzjata on 12th and 18th March. 1 at Ghadira on 24th October 
and 1 at Lunzjata on 7th November. 

FIELDFA!RE Turdus pilaris JV!ALVIZZUN TAL-QTAJJA 
1 on 30th January and 2 on 5th February. V:ery u·nusual bird on 31st August. 2 
on 5th November and 25th December. · 

RING OUZEL Turdus torqu.atu.s MALVIZZ TAS-SIIDRA BAJDA 
Single.s, on Hth September; 23rd and 26th Octvber; and 2nd November. 3 on 5th 
November. 

BLACKIBI!RD Turdus merula MALVIZZ ISWED 
1-4 in over:grown areas till 12th March. 2 on ,29th September, then from 14th 
October onwards. No large passages recordted; only single figures. 

RElDWlN<J Twrdus iliacus MALVIZZ AliMAR 
25 on 1st and 35 on 30th January a-t Buskett, otherwise only occasionail low 
singl-e figures there till 4th March. Up to 5 were at Lunzjata till lOth F-ebruary. 
1 on 5th, 14th and 17tll, then low singLe fi-gures: on scattered dates from 22nd 
November onwards. Highest 8 on 9th amd 6 on 10th -December. 

SONG THRUSH Turdus philomelos MALVIZZ 
Single figures, with occasionally urp to 15, throughout January and February 
Double figures on a f.ew days in March with 50 on 5th highe.st. Stragglers: tilr 
16th A'J}ril. 2 on 30th Sept-ember, then from 7th October wi-th high double figures 
from 19th Oc-tober. Much smaHer numbers in November and only single figures 
fn Dec·ember. 

MISTLE T'HRUSH Turclus viscivorus MALVIZZUN PRIM 
1 at Wied il-Kbir on 4th March. 

CORN BUNTING Ember-iza calandra DURRAJSA 
Co-:nmon ana widespread over most cultivated and rocky areas. Nest bu-ilding 
started in late February. In flocks of up to 30 during Augus,t..Qctober. 

ORTOLAN BUNTING Emberiza hortlllana ORTOLAN 
Small passage in spring: single figures on 7 days from 31st March to 29th April 
highest 8 at Qortin !Xaglna) on 4th. :~ at Ghadira on 15th September. 
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LITTLE BUNTING Emberiza pusilla DURRA.JSA I=IERQNIJA 
1 at Mal Far on 9th April and 1 at Ta' Qali on 30th October. 

REED BUNTING Emberi.ca schoeniclus DURRAJSA T AL-QASAB 
1 at Salina on 31s:t January. 

OHAFFINC!H Fringilla coeiebs SPONSUN 
Sma:ll numbers •throughout winter w1th up to 20 at Buskett. Few i.negularly till 
2nd May. 2 at Bus'kett throughout July a.nd August and up to 10 there in Sep
tember. Singles occasionally s•een in other localities in summer. Au•tumn pas
sage from 7th October, with high double .figures in October, highest 100 at Hal 
Far on 17th and at Busk·ett on 21st. Smaller numbers i'n November and Decem
ber. 

BRAMBLING Fringilla montifringilla SPONSUN SELVAGG 
2 at Xa•ghra on lst November. 

SERIN Serinus :·:erinus AIJ?PARELL 
Single figures till mid-March. 3 on 8th A-pril and singles on 11th May and 11th 
June. 1 on 28th September, then from 1'9·th October onwards· double figures 
on several days. 

GREENFINCH Carduelis chloris VElHiDUN 
Only a few during January and February. Pass·age.s on s·evera1 cays in March, 
then occasional till 12th May. In a.utumn few from 30th September then pas
sages (mostly double figures) from 15·th October and throughout November. 
SmaHer numbers in Dec-ember. 

SISK:IN Carduelis spinus ElKRU 
Passag·es on 6 days in October from 18th, highest 40 on 23ra and 15 on 31st. 
On 4 dates in Novemlber '>Vith a passage on 23th (30 loggedi). 1 on 2nd and 2. on 
29th December. 

C:r0IJDFINC1I Carduelis carduelis GARDELL 
Occaaionally recor<1ed in January-April to 12th. 1 on 13-th September, then from 
16th October onwards. Double figures (highest 30) on several days from 24th 
October to 1'8th Nov-ember. Only a few in December. 

LINNET Acanthis cannabina GOJJIN 
Single or low doubie 1igur·es in most areas in January a11d February. Passages 
(treble figures) on .several days in March and early April. 1 at Ghadira on 1st 
anct 6th May. Few in Gozo and 2 at Tal-Handaq during summer. l"ew p3lssage 
birds from 5th Sept€mber, but most from 21st October with several heavy 
passag•es, often thousands. Smaller numbers in December. 

CROSSIBILL Loxia cnrvirostra l<.RUCJAT 
Small irruption in summer- 1 at Lunzjata on 9th. J at Marsalforn on 13.th ami 
a flock of 9 at Buskett on 17th-19·th July. 1 at Ta' Xbiex on 6th and 1 at BuGkett 
on 13th-17th Aug115t. 1 at Salina on 15th September. 

BULLFINCH Pyrrlwla P1/Trhula BUGEDDUM 
A female was trapped n€ar Rabat on 7th November 
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HA!WiFINCH Coccothraustes coccothruaustes GMAiSiF'UR TAZ-ZE:J3:BU6 
2 on 20th March. Autumn pac'isage from lflth October to 4th November. Best 
days wer.e 23rd and 24th October with 31 and 213 respectively, otherwise single 
:B.gures. 

SPANISH SPARROW Pa:sser hispaniolensis GHAMMIEL TAL-BEJT 
Abundant eVlerywhere all through the year. 

'I1REE SPARROW Passer montanus GHAMMIEL TA8-SIGAR 
Small numbers present and widespread all over the Islands. Numbers augment· 
ed by migrants from October, bU't no large passages recorded. 

ROSE-GOLOURED STARLING Sturnus roseus STURNELL ROZA 
A first year bii"d was present with Starlings at Ghadi.J:a on lOth November. 

STARLING Stumus vulgaris STURNELL 
Up to 500 at Luqa and Hal Far during January. February and March to 18·th. 
Smaller numbers in ·sev-eral other localities. Late birds on 9th, 16th and 20th 
April and 21st May. Autumn passage from 25th September with thousands on 
sev-eral days• after mid-October. Up to 3000 were at Hal Far daily, but in De
cember the number decreased to under a thousand. 

GOLDEN ORIOLE Oriolus oriolus TAJRA SAFRA 
Exceptio11ally early birds on lOth and 1i8th March. then single or low double 
figures (maximum 25) daily from 1'5th April to 15th May. Stragglers till lOth 
;rune. In autumn 2 on 20th, then on most days from 28·th Augus.t to 7th October. 
48 on lOth September, otherwise .single figures. 
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ADDITIONS TO SYSTEMATIC LIST FOR 1971 
Black-Necked Grebe: 1 on 31st July (earliest record to date). 
Grea·t Crested Grebe: 1 at Delimara on 22nd January. 
'Grey Geese': Flock of 11 ov,er Bus<kett on 4th October. 
Mallard: 7 on 1st and nth Nov-ember, at M'Xlokk. 
Teal: Singles on 3rd, 9th and ,22nd October. 
Wigeon: 1 on 13th and 3 on 14th November, a;t <Dellmara. 
Pintail: Singles at M'Xlokk on 8th March, 1st and 14th November. 
Garganey: 1 a.t B'Bugia on 20th February and 1 at M'Xlokk on 3rd October. 
Pochard: 1 on 16th July and 2 on 20th November, at M'Xlokk. 
Ferruginous Duck: 1 at M'Xlokk on 4th October. 
Common Seater: 1 off Kalafrana on 15th November (3rd record for Malt.aJ. 
Bocted Eagle: 1 at Buskett on 1·9th September (5th record for Maltal 
Eleonora's Falcon: Singles on 24th and 29th May. 
Ringed! Plow~r: 1 at Delimara on 13th June. 
Dotterel: Flock of ca. 50 a-t Qadi on loth November. 
Lapwing: 12 at M'Xlokk on 20th F-ebruary. 
Curlew Sandpiper:: Singles on 15th June and 28th July. 
Sanderling: 3 near M'Xlokk on 17th May. 
Ruff: 1 on 9th August. 
Spott-ed Redshank: 1 on 5-th September. 
Greenshank: 1 on 5th JU!I1e. 
Curlew: Singl-es a.t Delimara on 6th June and 30th Octob-er. 
Black-Winged Stilt: Singles on 12th, 15th, 22nd and 24th March and 7th May. 
Stone Curlew: 1 an 25th March. 
Cream-Coloured Courser: 1 at M'Xlokk on 5th February and 1 at 'Il"Fiddien' on 

19th September. 
Pomarine Skua: 1 off south 'coast on 27th December. 
White-Winged Black Tern: 2 at M'Xlokk on 11th May. 
Sandwich Tern: A 'good number' reported off Delimara on 14th Nov-ember. 
Long-Ear•ed OWl: 1 on 27th October. 
Li-ttle Swift (Apus affinisl: 1 at 'Il-Fiddien' on 2nd April (3rd record for Malta) 
Needle-Tailed Swift (Hirundapus caudacutus): 1 was shot at Faqqanija in mid-

November (ltst record for Malta). 
Wood Lark: 8 at Buskett on 17th November. 
Woodchat Shrike: 1 at Benghi.sa on 16th May was of the Corsican 

badius (3rd record of this sub-species in Malta) 
Rock Thrush: Singles on 19th and 27th 'September. 
Mi.stle Thrush: 1 on 25th October. 
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SPECIES RINGED AND TOTALS 

Species 

Calonectris dio-medea 
Puftinus pu.ftinus 
Hyrobates pelagicus 
Ixobry-chus minutus 
Falco tin.nunculus 
Coturni:c coturni.r 
.Rallus aqua.ticus 
Porzana porzanu 
Porzana parva 
Ga?linula chloropus 
Charadrius dU"/}i1t.s 
Charadrills hiaticula 
Calidris minuta 
Ca·Zidris temminckii 
Calidris alpina 
Calidris ferruginea 
Philmnacus pugnax 
Tringa ochropus 
Tringa glareola 
Tringa hypoleucos 
Gallinauo gallinago 
Gallina1,ro media 
Lymnocryptes minimus 
Larus argentatus 
Streptopelia tw"iur 
Cuculus canorus 
otus scops 
Capri·mulgus europaeus 
Apws apus 
Alcedo at.this 
Upupa epops 
Jynx torquilla 
Calandrella cinerea 
Alauda arvensis 
.Riparia riparia 
Hirundo rustica 
Hirundo daurica 
Delichon uri'Jica 
Anthus campestris 
A.nthus trivialis 
Anthus pratensis 
Anthus cervinus 
Motacilla flara 
Motacilla cinerea 
Motacilla alba 
Lanius collurio 
Lanius senator 

.Ringed .Recovered 
in in 

1972 1972 
45 1 
10 

1.794 2 

25 

1 

1 
1 
1 

2 

2 

2 
3 
1 
7 
1 

2 
3 

lil!li'L 
(} 

4 
73 

439 
1 

HIS 
-
44 
33 
-
63 
45 
4 
7 

12 

2 

2 

2 

Grand 
Total 

Grand 
Total 

Ringed .Recovered 
186 2 
7J 

5,116 6 
9 1 
4 1 
3 
4 
4 
4 

11 1 
27 1 

4 
95 2 
6 
(} 

10 1 
12 1 
7 2 

42 6 
11 

6 1 
1 1 
1 
9 
8 
4 

29 2 
5 1 
1 

19 3 
6 

69 
31 

5 2 
1,053 8 
3,085 28 

12 1 
959 5 

5 
192 
HlO 

2 
5{)6 12 
187 2 
1()5 3 

26 
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Remiz pendulinus 
Troglodytes t7·oglodytes 
Prunella modularis 
Cettia cetii 
Locustella luscinioides 
Locustella jluviatilis 
Locustella naevia 
L usciniola rnelanopogon 
Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 
Acrocephalus palustris 
Acrocephahns scirpaceus 
Acrocepha'fu3 arundinacens 
Hippolais icterina 
Hippolais pallida 
Sylvia hortensis 
Sylvia borin 
Sylvia atricapilla 
Sylvia communis 
Sylvia curruca 
Sylvia melanocephala 
Slyvia cantfllan·s 
Sylvia conspicillata 
Syluia undata 
PhylloscO]JUs trochilus 
Phylloscopus collybita 
Phylloscopus bonelli 
Phylloscopus sibilatrix 
Regnlus regulus 
Regulus ir;rnicapillus 
Ficedula hypoleuca 
Ficedula albicollis 
Ficedula parva 
Muscicapa striata 
Saxicola rubetra 
Saxicola torquata 
Oenanthe oenanthe 
Oenanfh,e hispanica 
Oenanthe isabel/ina 
Monticola saxatilis 
Monticola solitarius 
Phoenicurus ochruros 
Phoenicurus phoenicurus 
J?ritlwc1Ls rubecula 
J"uscinia luscinia 
Luscinia rnegarhynchos 
Luscinia svecica 
Turdus torquatus 
Turdus menbla 
Turdus iliacus 
Turdus philomelos 
Emberiza calandra 
Emberiza hortulana 

26 

2 
53 

5 

1 
3 

30 
1 

32 
36 
34 

398 
65 
67 

5 
239 
212 

42 

122 
552 

16 
92 
15 
16 
55 

1 
3 

29 
12 
47 
10 

1 

3 
2 

114 
753 

105 
4 

6 
1 

28 
7 

3 

15 

2 

11 
143 

3S 
9 

23 
236 

2 
W2 
243 
173 

1.476 
680 
525 

8 
1,004 

652 
170 

13 
4%1 

2.818 
26 

336 
23 
68 

233 
38 
8 

174 
82 

120 
43 

1 
1 
1 

23 
11 

547 
3,406 

1 
354 

22 
2 

41 
3 

108 
:J4 

2 

2 
2 

3 

1 
8 

1 
1 

1 

3 

65 

4 

6 

Emberiza schoeniclus 
Fringilla coelebs 
Serinus scrinus 
Carduelis chlaTis 
Acanthis cannabina 
Cardnelis carduelis 
Passer hispaniolensis 
Passer montanus 
Sturnus vulgaris 
Oriolus oriolus 

Totals 

22 

91 
85 

283 
1 
1 
4 

6,526 

2 
3 
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RINGING RECOVERIES 

1 
77 1 
00 2 

238 17 
002 40 

1 
2,260 33 

27 
5 

20 
30.132 292 

This sectiDn of the r"'';:JQrt d·eal•s with 25 recoveries of 13 species. 15 others. 
all of them in, or within 5, kilometers of the piace of ringing, are omitted. Only 
10 have been reported from abroad and two of these were recovered in 1971 but 
reported during 'this year. For local recoveries of over five kilometers the dis
tance is ,given, this, together with the directions, are approximate. 

Key to symbols and terms used in the recovery lists: 
Ring numb<?r: where this is followed by an ast,erisk ("') ,the ring has been 

returned. 

Age: 

Sex: 

pull. (rpullus) 
juv. 
lY 

ip.j. 
f. g. 
ad. 

M. 
F. 

ne•stling or chick, not yet flying; 
young, able to t!y freely; 
bird in its first year of life; 
post-juvenile; 
full-grown, age unoertain; 
acult, at least one y€ar old. 

male; 
female. 

lvl'anner at recovery: 

Da.te of recovery: 

v - caught or trapped, and released with ring; 
+ - shot or killed by man; 
x - found dead or dying; 

() - c·aught or trapped alive and not released or released 
but with ring removed; 

!? i manner of recovery unknown. 

Where this is unknown the date of the reporting l<::tter is given 
instead and is shown in brackets. An 00 in the date indicates that 
<?xact date of the month is unknown. 
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CORY'S SHEARWATER 
SS 92.770* ad. 

+ 

STORM PETREL 
210.2Z27 p.j. 

+ 
211.4915* p.j. 

X 

WOOD SANDPIPER 
BV 02.841* p.j. 

() 

WRYNECK 
BS 48.710 p.j. 

+ 
SKYLARK 
ru 55.518 f. g. 

+ 
BJ 55.534 f.g, 

+ 
SAND MARTIN 
HX 95.Hl3 p.j. 

v 

Calonectris 
14. 06. 70 

ca.24. 03. 72 

diomedea ciEF A 
Filfla: 35' 4 7'N, 14' 25'E. 
ca.. 20 kms. SSE of Delimara Pt 
v. ca. 35'40'N. 14''40'E. 

Hydrobate 5 pelagicus KANGU TA' FILFLA 
13. 06. 70 Fiifla. 

(17. 01. 721 Delimara Pt. (15 km EINE) 

Filfla. 27. 05. 72 
20. 08. 72 Itala Marina: 38'03'N. 15'26'E, (Mes

sina) Sicily. 

Tringa glareola PESPUS TAL-BAHAR 
30. 04. 72 Ramla Valley 
04. 05. 72 Sigglevri. (25 km SE) 

Jyn:r torquilla BULEBBIET 
11. 04. 72 Ghadira: 35"58'N, 14"21'E. 
27. 09. 72 Khanis: 35'31'N, 24"01'E, Crete. 

Alauda arvensis 
27. 10. 72 Mal Par. 

end.lO. 72 zebbug. (8 km iWNrW) 

21. 11. 72 
ca.15. 12 72 

Xemxiia, St. Paul's Bay. 
Birkirkara. (9 km SE) 

ALWETTA 

Riparia riparia MAWWIEFA TAX-XTUT 
15. 05. 70 Ramla VaHey: 3'6"03'N, 14"17'E. 
24. 07. 71 Skmnda: 56°41'N, 22"Dl'E, La-tvian 

SSR. 
IRing No. Riga F 6269 added) 

SWALLOW Hirundo rustica HUTTAFA 
JE 59.193* n.i. M. 12. 04. 71 Ramla Valley. 

x 29. 06. 72 near Pesmes: 47'17'N, 05'34'E. 
1 Haute Sa one), F1rance. 

fAt tl1e time of dea1th this Swallow was breeding). 

JE 53.621* p.j. F. 
X 

HOUSE Ml1RTIN 
HX 12.611* .p.j. 

.TJ 56.0413" 

X 

p.j. 
X 

08. 04. 71 
22. 08. 72 

Delichon 
08. 05. 69 
05. 05. 72 

19. 05. 72 
01. 07. 72 
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Rarnla Valley. 
Allier, Tarbes: 43"11'N, 00"07'E. 
CHautes Pyrenees), France. 

urbica HAWWIEFA, 
Lunzjata Valley: 36'03'N. 14°14'E. 
Taganrog: 47"14'N, 38"55'E, Sea of 
Azov, mostov) U.S.S.R. 

Ramla VaHey. 
Schonewerda: 51' 19'N. 11 "·22'E, Al'tern. 
!Halle in Sachsen Anhalt) Germany 

CHIFPCHAFF 
554.42:! p.j. 

v 

162.531:: p.j. 
v 

SONG TIHRUSH 
CP 66.938 p.j 

ROBIN 
JC 9Ul94 p.j. 

+ 

JH 83.195 lY 
I?! 

JE 60.376 lY 
v 

JC 91.690 p.j. 

+ 
JH 84.<[)93 lY 

+ 
JK 31.200 lY 

() 

JK 31.861 lY 
() 

JK 31.571 a-d. 
v 

JK 31.108 IY 
() 

LINN.E:T 
HX 7£.818 f.g_ F. 

() 

Phylloscopus collybita VJOLIN TAX-XITWA 
2•5. 10. 72 Wie-d znuber, Hal: Far. 
10. 12. 72 Lunzjata Valley. (36 km NW) 

(Hi. 11. 72 
113. 12. 72 

LuiTZjata Valley. 
Buskett. (2fi km SE) 

Turdus philomelos 
2~1. 10. 72 Wied znuber, Hal Far. 

(28. 10. 72) zejtun. (5 krm NNE) 

MALVIZZ 

Erithacus rullecula PITIRROSS 
1:!. 02. 71 Buskett: 35'51'N, 14"2&'E. 
HI. 10. 71 near Gabes: 33°52'N, 10"06'E. TuniEia 

14. 11. 71 
Ofi. 01. 72 

2.'). 10. 71 
O'i. 02. '12 

Salina. 
Msida. (8 km 8E1 

W1ed :<muber, Hal Far. 
Rabat. (12 km NWJ 

Buskett. 12. 02. 71 
00. 02. 72 Gabes: 33'52'N, 10'06'E, Tunisia. 

Buskett. 21i. 10. 71 
20. 02. n Mareth: 33'37'N, 10"12'E, Tunisia. 

21. 10. 72 
1st wk.ll. 72 

2i). 10. 72 
1st wk.ll. 72 

2tl. 10. 72 
oti. 11. 72 

10. 10. 72 
11. 11. 72 

Wiect znube,r, Hal Far. 
Rabat. (12 km NiV\T) 

Wied >muber, Hal Far. 
Rabat. (12 km NWl 

Lunzja,ta Valley. 
Qrendi. 130 km SE) 

Wied znuber. Hal Far. 
Mellieha. (20 km NW) 

Acanthis cannabina 
2B. 10. 70 Lunzjll!ta Valley. 

(24. "03. 72l \1arsascala. , 35 km SE) 

~~9 
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RECOVERIES IN MALTA OF BIRDS RINGED ABROAD 

The symbols and terms ar·e the same as those used in the 'Ringing· Re
coveries', with the exception that the term 'juv.' ~:annat always• be relied upon 
to .'iignify a young bird able to fiy freely; owing to lack of unanimity in the var
ious ringing schemes, this ·t·erm may sometimes mean a chick or pull us. A num
ber in brackets beside the tem1 'pull.' indicates the si'z'e of the brood. 

NIGHT HERON 
Zagreb pull. 
C221267 

Zagr-eb 
C236104 

+ 
pulL 

+ 
SQUACCO HERON 
ZagDeb 
C2349'56 

·pull. 

+ 
LITTLE EGRET 
Zagreb pull. 
C230776 

OSPREY 
Helsinki 
M-1<>:1-4-o 

StDckholm 
9.211.142 

X 

pul'U3) 

+ 
pull. 

+ 
HONEY BUZZARD 
Stockholm 
9.026.949 

pull. (2) 

+ 
MONTAGU'S HARRIER 
Helgoland puH. 
5.163.707 

+ 
LITTLE RINGED PLO'VER 
Helgoland juv. 
0 895.606 

~-

Nycticora:r nycticorax KJWAKKA 
30. 06. 67 Subottca: 46c04'N, 19 3iYE, (Vojvodi

na), Yugoslavia. 
04. 09. 69 Qrendi: 35'50'N, 14'27E. 

17. 06. 72 

08. 09. 72 

Bilje: 4i)'37'N; 18'43'E. r.Hrvatska), 
Yugoslavia. 
Tal-Handaq: 35c52'N, 14c28'E. 

Ardeola ralloides AGRETT ISF AR 
26. 06. 72 Bosanska Gradi•ska: 45'0S'N, 17'15'E, 

(Hrvatska), Yugos~avia. 
03. 09. 72 Bahar ic--caghaq: 35'56'N, l4'28'E. 

Egretta garzetta AGRETT ABJAD 
24. OG. 69 Bilje: 45'37'N; 1'13'43'E, (H;rvatska). 

Yugoslavia. 
(19. 09. 69) Filfla: 3~i'47'E, 14'25'E. 

Pandion haliaetus ARPA 
25. 06. 72 Stensibole: 60'21'\N, 25'43'E, (Uusi

maa),, :!!'inland. 
21. 09. 72 Gudja: 35•'51'N, 14'31'E. 

04. ()7. 72 

26. 09. 72 

Lake Asnen: 56'38'N, 14'40'E, ISma
land), Swed€n. 
Rabat; 35'53'N, 14'25'E. 

Pen~is apivorus KUcci\.'RDA 
11. 08. 72 Trasko-Storo: 59'25'E, 1W46'E, W Mo

ja, (Urp(pland), Sweden. 
00. 09. 72 Buskett: 35'51'N, 14'26'E. 

Circus pygargus BUGHADAM GRIZ 
08. 07. 72 Aventoft: 54'54'N, 08'49'E. Kr. Nord-

16. 09. 72 
friesland, Germany. 
Tarxien: 35'52'N, 14'31'E. 

Charadrius dubius IlfONAKELLA 
13. 06. 71 Norderstedt: 53'44'N, 09'5'9'E, rschles-

18. 04. 7·2 

30 

wig Holstein), Germany. 
Ramla Valley: 36'Q3'N. 14'1'7'E. 

GREY PLOVER 
Paris f.g. 
CA43.688 

+ 
DUN LIN 
Paris lY 
8A329215 

X 

WOOD SANDPIPER 
Stockholm ad. 
L046.573 

Larsson 
'7255 

GREAT SKUA 

+ 
ad. 

+ 

London puJl. 
HiW 28.067 

Pluvialis squatarola PLUVIERA GRIZA 
18. 09. 70 Rades: 3.6' 52'N, 10' 18'E, (Tunis), Tu-

nisi a. 
16. 08. 72 Bahar iC-Caghaq: 35'57'N, 14'24'E. 

Calidris alpina BEGGAZZINA TAT-TIZZ 
29. 09. 70 Rades: 36'5,2'N, 10c18'E, ('IIunis), Tu

nisia. 
early 08. 72 Salina: 35' &7'N, 14' 26'E. 

Tringa glaTeola PESPUS TAL-BAMAR 
09. 07.68 K:vismaren: 59'1l'N, 15'24'E,Norrbyas, 

(Narke), Sweden. 
02. 06. 71 near Tarx1en: 35'5,2'N, 14'32'E 

06. 08. 70 

00. Q9. 71 

Leornad~berg: 58'37'N, 16'06'E, Norr
koping, (O.<;,tergotland), Sweden. 
Salina: 35"57'N, 14'25'E. 

Stercorarius skua ciEFA KBIRA 
19. 07. 70 Hermanees: 60'52'N. 0'53'W, Unst, 

(Shetland), Scotland. 

+ winter 1971/72 off Marsaxlokk: ca. 35'50'N, 14'35'E. 

London 
HiW 25.384 

pull. 

+ 
MEDITERRANEAN GULL 
Moskwa juv. 
M-148.830 

+ 
BLACK-HEADED GULL 

Zagreb pull. 
B42fr246 

I?/ 

HERRING GULL 
Paris pull. 
DW 04.481 

+ 
TURTLE DOVE 
Praha pull. 
H-38.779 

+ 
CUCKOO 
London lY 
DS 43.032 

+ 

16. 07. 71 

26. 03. 72 

Foula: 60008'N; 02'05'W, (·Sh-etland), 
Scotland. 
off Fi1fla: 35'~9'N, 14'27'E. 

Larus melanocephalus GAWWIJA RASHA SEWDA 
23. 06. 71 Orlov Islands: 46'17'N, 31'45'E, 

U.S.S.R. 
GO. 01. 721 Wied iz-zurrieq; 35'49'N, 14'27'E. 

Larus ridibundus GAWWIJA RASHA 
KANNELLA 

29, 05. 69 

10. 12. 69 

Bosanska Gradd,ska: 45'08'N, 17'15'E. 
rBosna i Hercegovina), Yugoslavia. 
Qormt: 35'53'N, 14'28'E. 

Larus argentatus G""W,WIJA PRIMA 
20. 05. 70 Chikly: 36'50'N, 10'13'E, Lac d€ Tunis, 

CTunis), Tunis•ia. 
25. 01. 72 Marsa: 35'53'N, 14'30'E. 

Streptopelia turtur GAMIEMA 
16. 06. 69 Nakri: 49'07'N, 14'20'E. (Ceske Bude

jovke)' c~echoslovama. 
24. 04. 71 zurrieq: 35"50'N, 14'29'E. 

ICucv.lus canorus DAQQUQA KARLA 
13. 07. 69 Dungeness: 50'55'N, 0°59'E. (Kent). 

England. 
20. 04. 72 Mellieha: 35'58'N. 14''22'E. 
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HOOPOE 
Hiddensee 
6.017.507 

SAND MARTIN 

pull. 

+ 

London ad. 
HV 20.270 

v 

HOUSE MARTIN 
Stavanger ad. 
9.222.203 

/?I 

Upupa epops DAQQUQA TAT-TOPPU 
21. 06. 71 Barenbruck: 51'42'N, 14"30'E, (Cott

bus), D.D.R. 
05. 01l. 72 Ghajn Tuffieha: 35'56'N, 14'2l'E. 

Riparia riparia HAIWiWIEIFA TAX-XTUT 
14. 06. 69 Fair Oak: 50'5'8'N, 01 '18'W, Eastleigh, 

(Hampshire), England. 
27. 01. 72 Qormt: 35'531'<, 14'28'E. 

Delichon 
22. 05. 71 

OD. 09. 72 

u-rbica HA WWIEFA 
Robergvannet: 59' 14'N, 10'21'E, Vest
fold, (nr. Tons berg), Norway. 
Birzebbu!P·a: 35'50'N, 14'32'E. 

BLUE-HEADED YELLOW WAGTAIL 
Helsinki lY 07. 08. 63 
K 222.579 

Motacilla f. flava ISF AR 
Kylrusaari: 00'12'N, 24°59'E, Helsinki. 
ruusimaa), Fil1'land. 

() 

WILLOW WARBLER 
Stavanger pulL 
9.200.816 

v 

05. 04. 72 Marsascala: 35'53'N, 14'34'E. 

Phylloscopus trochilus VJOLIN PASTARD 
08. 07. 69 Ka-ldhol: 62° 22'N, 05 '59'E, Han~id, 

(More and Romsdal), Norway. 
03. 05. 72 .WLed znuber, Hal Far: 35°49'N. 

l4°3l'E. 
CRing replaced by B.T.O. 554.205) 

PIED FLYCATCHER 
HeLsinkri pull. (5) 
K 6'72.3:8~ 

ROBIN 
Praha 
M 007.082 

+ 

p.j. F. 

() 

Ficedula 
26. 06. 71 

30. 04. 72 

hypoleuca ZANZARELL ISWED 
Livonsaari: 60'31'N, 21 '45'E. Askainen, 
(Tunku-Pori), Finland. 
zejtun: 35'52'N, 14'33'E. 

Erithacus rubecula PITIRROSS 
10. 05. 70 Piestany: 48°36'N, 17°49'E, (Slovakia), 

Czechoslovakia. 
00. 10. 70 QaJa: 36'01'N. 14'18'E, Gazo. 
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RETRAPS 

1. Retra;ps of spring migrants: 

The foll.owing list shows the length of stay and gain ·in weight of trans
Saha.ran stpring migrants. The weight, in grams, ai!)pears in brackets beside the 
date. Only those birds which gained at least one .grrum between the dates of 
ringing and retrap are inC'luded. 

Species 
White throat 
Whi terth.roat 
Whitethroat 
Subalpine Warbler 
Subaltpine ;Warlbler 
Subalpine WarbJ.er 
Willow :War~bler 
Willow Warbler 
Wll1ow Warhler 
Bonelli's1 !Warbler 
Wood :wa,rbler 
Pied' Flyca:teher 
Pied F'lycakher 
Whinchat 
Redlstart 
Redstart 
Nightingale 
Nightingale 
Nrightingale 
N.igh!tingale 

Ringing Date & Wt 
3. 4.72 (15.5) 
3. 4.72 r14.{)) 
3. 4.72 (13.5) 

26. 3.72 ( 8.5) 
4. 4.72 (12.2) 

11. 4.72 01.41 
11. 4.72 ( 8.7) 
26. 4.72 ( 9.2) 
7. 4.72 ( \'3.9) 
2. 5.72 ( 7.2) 
6. 5.72 (10.2) 

26. 4.72 (108) 
13. 4.72 (lUll 
15. 4.72 (16.8) 
23. 4.72 04.1) 
7. 4.72 (15.5) 
1. 4.72 (21.0) 
3. 4.72 09.2) 
3. 4.72 (14.5) 

27. 4.72 (17.6) 

Dat·e Retra;pped & Wt. 
7. 4.72 (19.3) 
7. 4.72 (18.5) 
8. 4.72 (16.1) 

28. 3.72 ( 9.9) 
7. 4.72 (114.0) 

15. 4.72 (14.0) 
15. 4.72 (11.6) 
30. 4.72 (10.2) 
16. 4.72 (11.2) 
5. 5.72 c 9m 
8. 5.72 02.4) 

30. 4.72 (13.0) 
16. 4.72 (13.2) 
19. 4.72 (,20.4) 
25. 4.72 (15.4) 
15. 4.72 (19:21 
7. 4:72 (27 .9) 
4. 4.72 (20.2) 
8. 4.73 (28.5) 

30. 4.72 (21.5) 

2. Re1ra,ps of trans-Saharan autumn migrants: 

Locality 
Wied znuber 
Wied znuber 
Wied Znuber 
Wied znuber 
Ghadira 
Ghadira 
Ghadira 
Ghadira 
Wied znuber 
Pi eta 
Pi eta 
Ghadiira 
Wied znuber 
Ghadira 
Ghadira 
Ghadira 
Ghadim 
Ghadira 
Wied znuber 
Wied znuber 

The following list shows the length o'f stay and gain in weight of trans
Saharan autumn migrants. The weight, in grams. appears in brackets beside 
the date. 

Species 
Woodchat ShrE<::e 

Ringing Date & Wt Date Retrarprped & Wt. 
10. 9.72 (34.0) 12. 9.72 (36 4) 

Reed !Warbler 
Reed Warbler 
Reed !Warbler 
Great Reed Warbler 

28. 8.72 
13. 9.72 
8. 9.72 

17. 9.72 

(14.9) 
(.13.0) 
(13.0) 

(33.6) 

Great Reed Warbler 17. 9.72 r29.4) 
Great Reed Warble:t· 21. 9.72 (27.01 
Garden Warbler 30. 8.72 (17.3) 

Garden Warbler 
8. 9.72 

12. 9.72 
(21.9) 
(18.8) 

& 17. 9.72 (46.2) 
7. 952 06.0) 

17. 9,72 04.5) 
12. 9.72 (14.8) 
21. 9.72 (35.2) 

& 24. 9.72· (37.41 
24. 9.72 (40.21 
24. 9.72 (.29.8) 

3. 9.72 (20.0) 
& 8. 9.72 (26.81 
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10. 9.7'2 (23.0) 
21. 9.72 (24.7) 

Locality 

Buskertt 
Mtahleb 
Pergla Val. 
Buskett 

Busk·ett 
BUSk·ett 
Busk,ett 

Busk-ett 
Salina 
Buskett 



Gatden Warbler 
Garden Warbler 
Garden Warbler 
Lesser Whitethroat 
Lesser Whitethroat 
Subalpine Warbler 
Subalpine Warbler 
Subalpine Warbler 
Subalpine Warbler 
Subalpine Warbler 

Subalpine WarbJer 
Subalpine iWarbler 
Suba;Jpine Warbler 
Subalpine Warbler 
Subalpine Warblecr 
Subalpine Warbler 
Subalpine Warbler 
Subalpine Warbler 
Subal<pine Warbler 
Nightingal-e 
Nighitingale 

Nightinga-le 
Reds·tart 
Spotted Flycatcher 
Willow Warbler 
Tree PlpH 
Sedge Warbler 

21. 9.72 
24. 9.72 

1.10.72 
8. 9.72 

14.10.72 
12. '8.72 
12. 8.72 
15. 8.72 
15. 8.7'2 
23. 8.72 

24. 8.72 
26. 8.72 
28. 8.72 
28. 8.7'2 
28. 8.72 
29. 8.72 
29. 8.72 

3. 9.72 
8. 9.72 

17. 9.72 
17. 9.72 

29. 9.72 
11.10.72 
6.Hl.72 

30. 9.72 
11.10.72 

1.11.72 

(26.0) 
(20.5) 
C23.2l 
02.9) 
04.6) 
Cl3.2) 
02.8) 
(11.4) 
( 9.4) 
(13.7) 

( 11.8) 
02.4) 
(11.5) 

(11.0) 
02.8) 
00 .. 2) 
(11.8) 
C14.0) 
(12.5) 
(19.3) 

(22.2) 

(19.0) 
02.7) 
(17.5) 
( 8.8) 
(26.0) 
(10.5) 

24. 9.72 
1.10.72 
7.10.72 

10. 9.72 
21.10.72 
15. 8.72 
17. 8.72 
23. 8.72 
24. 8.72 
26. 8.72 

& 30. 8.72 
1. 9.72 

29. 8.72 
3. 9.72 

31. 8.72 
3. 9.72 
3. 9.72 
1. 9.72 
8. 9.72 

14. 9.72 
19. 9.7'2 
.21. 9.72 

& 24. 9.72 
1.10.72 

12.10.72 
11.10.72 

7.10.7.2 
12.10.72 

2.11.72 
& 4.11.72 

128.0) 
(25.5) 
(26.2) 
(15.0) 
W3.0J 
(14.7) 

f15.3l 
06.2) 
04.3) 
(15.2) 
05.8) 
(13.4) 
(14.2) 
(15.4) 
(12.0) 
05.8) 
(13.5) 

(13.8) 
05.6) 
(14.3) 
(21.2) 
(24.4) 
(26.3) 
(20.7) 
!13.7) 
(19.0) 
(11.1) 

(28.5) 

(12.7) 
(13.3) 

Buskett, 
Salina 
Buskett 
SalJna 
Ramla Val. 
Buskett 
Bu.skett 
Buskett 
Buskett 

Bookett 
Bu.skett 
Bu.skett 
Buskett 
Buskett 
Buske tot 
Buskett 
Buskett 
Salina 
Buskett 
Bu,skebt 

Bu.skett 
Bookett 
Ghadira 
Ghadira 
Ramla Val. 
Ghaddnt 

Ramla Val. 

3 Retraps of residents/summer residentiS and winter residents in successive 
years. 

In the following -tables, the to[IJ line shows thee a[!Jprox.ima,;e period which 
had ·elapsed betw-een ringing and retra•p. The figures show the number of indi
viduals !retrapped in 1'972. 

a) Residents/Summer l.'esidents: 
Specie·s 1 yr. 

Manx Shearwater 1 
Cmy's Shearwater 
Stann Petrel 17 
Cett.i's Warbler 
Sardinian Warbler 5 
Blu" Rock Thrush 1 
Spanish Sparrow 5 

bl Winter Residents: 
Grey Wagtai•l 
Blackca.p 
Chiffchaft 18 
Robin 9 

2 Y·rs. 

16 

4 

1 
2 
9 
1 
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3 yrs. 4 y:rs. 

2 
21 4 

1 
5 

2 
2 

5 yrs. 6 yrs 

4. Length of stay of winter visitors/resid·ents: 

In the following ,table, the t01p line shows the number of weeks which had 
elapsed between ringing and retrap in the same winter. T'he figures show the 
number of individuals retrapped in 1972 

Species 1-4 wks. 5-8 wks. 
Grey ,wagtail 2 3 
V\Tren 1 
Dunnock 6 1 
Moustached Warbler 1 1 
Blaekcap 1 
Ohiffchaff 20 11 
Sumechat 3 
Robin 36 23 

5. Increas-e in weight of winter visiwr.s/residents: 

9-12 wks. 
1 

3 

9 

13-16 wks. 

3 

The followilllg list shows the gain in weight of winter visitors/residents. The 
weight, in grams, a>ppears in brackets beside the date. 

Species Ringing Date & W<t Date Retrapped & "lt. Locality 
Grey Wagtail 7.11.72 (17.6) 218.12.73 (19.0, Lunzjata 
Dun.nock 15.11.72 (16.0) 17.11.72 (21.0) 

& 2.12.72 (22.7) Lunzjata 
Dunnock 31.10.72 (18 .. 2) 1.11.72 (19.5) Lunzjata 
Mous,tached .warbler 5.11.72 (10.0) 11.1.1.72 (12.7) Lunzjata 

& 9.12.72 (12.1) 
Moustached Warbler 19.11.72 (12.3) 9.12.72 (13.7) Lunzjata 
Chtil' chaff 16. 1.72 ( 7.1) 6, 2.72 ( 8.2) Lunzjata 
Chiffchaff 6. 2.72 ( 7.2) 20. 2.72 ( 8.2) liunzjata 
Chill chaff 10.12.72 ( 7.5) 24.12.72 ( 8.6) Lunzjata 
Chiffchaft 10. 2.72 ( 7.4) 2D. 2.72 ( 9.1) Lunzjata 
Cbiffcha.ff 10. 2.72 ( 7.2) 20. 2.7.2 ( 8.2) liunzj r.ta 
Chiffcbafi 13.11.72 ( 9.Dl 17.12.72 ( 6.7) Hal Far 
Robin 23.10.72 (15.7) 29. 1.72 (18.3) Lunzjata 
Hobin 14.10.72 (18.0) 4.11.72 (16.0) Lunzjata 
Hobin 1.10.72 (14.6) 2.10.72 (17.0) Salina 
Robin Z4.W.71 (14.2) 7. 3.72 07.2) Buskett 
Hobin 28.10.71 (15.7) 1. 1.72 (18.3) G!1adlra 
Robin 3.12.71 (17.4) 22. 2.72 (20.9) Buskett 
Robin 25.10.7.2 (14.5) 25.12.72 (16.3) Mtahleb 

Robin 27.10.72 (15.51 30.10.72 (17.0) Salina 
Robin 19.10.72 (15.3) 17.11.72 (.17.3) Lunzjata 

Robin 26.11.72 (17.11 31.12.72 (15.4) Salina 

Hobin 21.10.72 (14.8) 28.10.72 (15.9) 
& 1.11.72 (17.2) Busk•ett 

Hobin 11.11. 72 (15.51 25.11.72 07.5) Buskett 
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11.1!(dB San~lrnau 2.fn ui· Lhis r·esident species v.1er·e r~ngen in 1D72. (photo 
,:. SuHanc-1} 
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Penrtuline lrit. This juvenile Tit wl1ic!1 was ringed at Lunzjata Valley, was ti1e 

first record for ti1e Maltese lsiands. (photo: V. Vella 1Vi11s!<at) 

StDlTll Peirs!~· \Mete rlngert riurlng une- sing!<.: rngt~ 


